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1. SHRI SIDDHAGIRI PALITANA TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHWAR BHAGAVAN)

That which sublimates is TIRTHA (Place of pilgrimage). One who promotes Tirtha is
TIRTHANKARAS. Shatrunjaya Tirtha, situated at a distance of 48 kms. from Bhavnagar and 29 kms. from
Sihor in Saurashtra, is generally looked upon as a Tirtha of all times. The first ever Tirthankara of Jains
dharma and the for most of persons to give rise to human civilization, Shri Rishabhadeva Bhagavan
visited this sacred place ninety nine times. All the twenty three Tirthankaras, except Shri Neminath
Bhagavan, delivered to all humanity the auspicious, message of Jaina dharma. Being a great city of
temples, Shatrunjaya Tirtha is Siddhakshetra of all times as defined and approved by the Agamas. The
central figure in this complex is Shri Adishvara Bhagavan with his white and pure complexion, seated on a
lotus-shaped SEAT. The mountain consists of a height of 1640 feet and the expanse of the castle over itis
spread over twenty acres. It has nine hill-tops and consists of 108 large temples and 872 small shrines,
with some 7000 images of Shri Jina. In the whole world, you will not come across such a vast number of
images, all at one place, or, just at one place and this height; temples, consisting of such lovely
architecture in such a vast number. In ancient times it is said, that Pundarikaswami, the Ganadhara of
Bhagavan Rishabhadeva renounced the world to attain to emancipation at this holy place. The mountain
is therefore named as Pundarikagiri after him. In the Avasarpini period this great Tirtha consisting of 108
names, was repaired as many as sixteen times. A pilgrimage to this Tirtha is saidto be an equivalent to 100
pilgrimages. Every year to-day, more than 4 lakhs of pilgrims, observing six restraints in form of Sanghas
pay a visit to this unique tirtha for pilgrimage. The road leading to the top from the valley is 2% miles in
length and has 3750 steps. Perhaps, we can look upon this tirtha as unparallelled in the whole world as
created by a keen spirit of religion without state patronage and of course without forced labour.
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2. SHRI HASTAGIRI TIRTHA
(SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN CHARANAPADUKA)

The confluence of three rivers in form of nature, sacredness and old past is what constitutes the
Hastagiri tirtha. On one side of the tirtha there stand the temples of the complex of Shatrunjaya, and on
the other the Kadambagiri. The slow moving breeze of the scared Shatrunji river joins the atmosphere to
give rise to spiritual feelings in the inner consciousness. This tirtha, situated as it is on a hill on the
northern side of the river, is a unique spot of Sadhana on the self (Atmasadhana). Here is installed the
CHARANAPADUKA, approximately 33 kms. in size, of sapphire colour, of Tirthankara Shri Adishvara
Bhagavan. There is no Inscription on it though it seems to be pretty old. Itis said that Adishvara Prabhu
paid a visit here so many times. His eldest son, Bharata Chakravarti raised this tirtha and attained
emancipation here. It is also said that the elephant of Bharata Chakravarti undertook fast and attained
liberation here. The mountain therefore is known as Hastangiri. Some look upon this tirtha only as just
one peak of the Shatrunjaya and this Hastagiri tirtha too is included in the circumambulation of the
Shatrunjaya mountain spread over some twelve Kosas or eighteen miles. The glory ofthistirthais unique
indeed because it is pretty old.

With the renovation of this tirtha, we have a Jina temple of Adishvara Bhagavan which has peaks and
is octagonal and which has 72 shrines. It is so very much artistic that one is easily reminded of the
Ranakapura tirtha. This complex consists of five Jina temples of all the five KALYANAKAS and is
constructed in such a manner that one will have a clear idea of the construction of Samavasarana. The
novel tirtha is constructed at the instance and under the inspiration derived from the noble sermons of
Shri Vijayamanatunga Suri—an expert master of the Agamas. The renovation of the new Jinatemple and
ceremonious installation was done at the sacred hands of most revered Acharya Maharaj Shri
Vijayaramachandra Surishvarji, on the auspicious sixth day of the Vaishakha of V.S. 2045.
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3. SHRI SHATRUNJAYA DAM TIRTHA
(SHRI SHATRUNJAYA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Shatrunjaya Tirtha is situated near the Shartunjaya dam on way to Talaja from Palitana. This is a vast
Jinatemple in which there is the lofty, vast, black and charming image of Shri Shatrunjaya Parshvanatha
Bhagavan, the foremost of Jinas. This idol and the other idols al I-round were installed on the tenth day of
the bright half of the month of Vaishakh in V.S. 2030. Under the inspiration and sermonizing of the most
revered Achary Deva Shri Vijayanandanasurishvaraiji this tirtha was raised at a distance of six miles from
Palitana and about ' furlong from the Shatu njaya river. Shah Khumchand Ratanchand Joraji and Shah
Somchand Chunibhai had the good fortune to getorders of the Sangha and to construct this temple and
instal the image there. We also have an inn, a canteen and Upashraya at the place.

Devoted pilgrims who undertake nineteen pilgrimages of Shri Shatrunjaya Giriraja complex, do not
fail to pay a revered visit to Shri Dada going up the bridge near Rohitashala after paying worshipful
respects to the PADUKAS of the feet of Shri Adishvar Bhagavan on the banks of the river after taking a dip
in the Shatrunjaya river. In this Rohitashala, it was at the sacred hands of Acharya Shri
Vijayanemisurishvaraji Maharaj, a master of all Scriptures, that the temple of Bhagavan Shri Adishvara,
the inn etc. were constructed. All these temples, inn etc. were feared to be submerged in waters due to
construction of the Shatrunjaya dam. This novel Tirtha was therefore constructed and all the idols of the
Jina temple complex were religiously installed in this new Jaina temple. This dam-tirtha continues to
develop and flourish under the able administration of the business-house of Sheth Shri Jinadasa
Dharmadasa.
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4. SHRI KADAMBAGIRI TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN)

The great Shatrunjayatirtha has five tirthas of which one is the age-old Kadambagiri tirtha. Itis one of
the tirthas in the 18 miles circumambulation of the Shatrunjaya mountain. Itis said that the Ganadhara of
the second Tirthankara, Shri Kadamba Muni attained to emancipation—NIRAVANA—along with so
many munis. The mountain is known as Kadambagiri. It is known as Siddhakshetra because so many
munis attained NIRVANA here.

The mula-nayaka of this Tirtha is Bhagavan Adishvara of white complexion. His idol is lofty and will
certainly inspire spiritual feelings. This image, almost two meters in height, is seated in Padmasana
posture. His facial expression is extremely calm and tranquil and highly inspiring. Acharya Shri
Vijayanemi Surishvaraji, a master of the Scriptures has got this tirtha renovated. On this mountain, there
are five lofty temples, five Meru mountains as also five ASHTAPADAS; these are very much impressive.
The ancient CHARANAPADUKA of Rishabhadeva Prabhu is gloriously installed on a peak higher than
even the new Jina temples; so is there the CHARANAPADUKA of Kadamba Ganadhara. This tirtha is
situated at a distance of some 19kms from Palitana inthe vicinity of the village Bodanonera, in a secluded
spotin the jungle. Inthe village in the valley there is a vast temple of Shri Viraprabhu. It is administered by
the Sheth Shri Jinadas Dharamdas Religious Trust. It has the facility of lodging and boarding as also
DOLI (Swinging cot). As this tirtha is looked upon only as one peak of the Shatrunjaya complex, its
ancient age and importance are far great.
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5. SHRI TALADHVAJAGIRI TIRTHA (SHRI SACHA SUMATINATH BHAGAVAN)

Inthe days of old the Taladhvajatirtha was looked upon only as a peak of the Shatrunjaya Tirtha. To-
day it is one of the sacred five Tirthas of the Shatrunjaya tirtha. The Talaja village is situated on the
confluence of the rivers Shatrunji and Talaji and the sacred mountain is considered to have a hoary past;
so many of its 36 small and big caves stand as witnesses of this. The eldest son of the first Tirthankara Shri
Adishvara Bhagavan paid a visit to this place while on a pilgrimage. It is said that he got a temple
constructed here. In the year 640, the renowned Chinese pilgrim Hu-en-tsang has referred to this Tirtha.
We also get a reference which states that the present temple at the spot was got constructed by King
Kumarapala in the twelfth century (V.S.).

The idol of Shri Prabhu in this tirtha is considered to be full of miracles. It is said that the idol of Shri
Sacha Sumatinath Bhagavan, black in complexion, 79 cms. in size and in the Padmasana posture was
unearthed in the village. Immediately epidemic disappeared, all evil was quelled. People therefore began
to know this as idol of Sacha Sumatinath. In V.S. 1872, on the thirteenth day of the bright half of the month
Vaishakha, the last renovation of the tirtha took place. Then it was that the idol of Shri Sacha Sumatinath
was installed here. From that time was commenced the unending lamp-flame (Akhanda Jyot) and it
continues even to-day. Under the grand inspiration of Acharya Suri Vijayanemisurishvaraji, one grand
temple of Shri Chintamani Parshvanath Bhagavan is constructed here. It also consists of an idol of
emperor Kumarpal. The atmosphere round this tirtha and stories of its miracles, its beauty of nature will
certainly conduce to the engrossment of the Sadhaka in ATMASADHANA. The tirth has boarding and
lodging facility.
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6. SHRI MAHUVA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

Mahuva town is situated on the sea-shore and the green lap of cocoanut trees. Its old name was
Madhumati. In the midst of this town is the temple of Shri Jeevit Swami. The Mahuva tirtha is considered
to be one of the five tirthas of Shatrunjaya.

This tirtha has an idol of Shri Mahavira Swami Bhagavan. Itis white in complexion, 91 cms. insize and
in the Padmasana posture. The idol is known as Jivita Swami and it is referred to as such in the fourteenth
century by Upadhyaya Shri Vinayaprabhavijayaji in “Tirthamala”. The last renovation of the tirtha was
inspired and arranged by Shri Nemisurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb in the year 1885 (V.S.) on the thirteenth
day of the bright half of the month Maha. Conventionally this town is renowned for giving birth to and
presenting to the Jina order great jewels of the Jinas. It is also the birth-place of the saviors of the tirthas
like Acharya Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji and Acharya Shri Vijayadharmasurishvaraji. The last renovator
of this tirtha is, emperor of the Jina order Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji, and the grand Jina temple named
"Shri Nemivihara” has become a place of pilgrimage for devotees of the Jaina faith. Just the same way,
since reverd Acharya Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji breathed his last in this same town, a lofty Jina temple
is constructed at the spot where his last funeral rites tooks place. This temple betrays the sacred and
inspiring memory of this great Acharya. There is again, in this town, a vast temple-complex of Shri
Keshariaji Adinatha Bhagavan.
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7. SHRI DATHA TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated at a distance of one mile from Datha road. Mulanayaka Bhagavan Shantinath
reigns in the peak-temple over there. Here are also installed fourteen images of stone and eight of metal.
The local Sangha got constructed a temple and ceremoniously got installed the idol of Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan in V.S. 1905. An Inscription of V.S. 1892 is registered on the idol; it is extremely exquisite and
very happy to view. The temple, with lofty construction is a temple of glass and the glass-work is rarely
beautiful and attractive to the eyes. Datha is on the road leading to Mahuva from Talajaand has facility of
an inn, a canteen and an Upashraya.
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8. SHRI NAVAKHANDA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN (sQAqvist wrd-ua &)
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8. GHOGHA TIRTHA (SHRI NAVAKHANDA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

At a distance of 21 kms. from Bhavnagar, is situated port Ghoga. There is, in the Ghogha town, a
black-coloured image of Shri Navakhanda Parshvanath Bhagavan in a vast temple. It is 91cms. in height
and in Padmasana posture. It was taken out, from a well in the Vadava village in ancient times. It is said
thatduring an invasion by muslims, the idol was broken into nine pieces. The Shravakas of the village won
the favour of the ruling deities and preserved the pieces in LAPASI (of wheat). As aresult, the idol came to
the original shape, but with permanent marks at nine spots. Even to-day these marks are visible. Devotees
therefore know it by the name of Prabhu Navakhanda Parshvanath. The structure of the temple is
majestic and vast; its quadrangle is expansive. Now, because of four other temples on the complex, its
appearance is like that of a peak.

The Anjanashalaka of this temple was performed in V.S. 1168 at the auspicious hands of Shri
Mahendrasurishvaraji. Shreshthi Veera and Purna took out a Sangha from here to Shri Shatrunjaya and
Girnar in the august presence of Acharya Shri Jinendrasurishvaraji in 1430. It is thus proved that this
tirtha is earlier than the 12th century and the idol in it is older than it. There is a cluster of typically artistic
and ancient idols of five-metals in the temple. In its vicinity there is the temple of Neminath Bhagavan in
which are installed a number of idols found from underground. Nereby there is a beautiful samava-sarana
made of metal and of the beginning of the 16th century. In the vicinity of the main temple there are
temples of Shri Suvidhinath Bhagavan and Shri Shantinath Bhagavan. There are also two other Jina
temples in the village.
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9. SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN (#ll2uglsar eptait)
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9. SHRI VALLABHIPUR TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The old and historic town of Vallabhipur is situated at a distance of some 21 kms. from Dhola
Junction and about 50 kms. from Palitana. A Jina temple of exquisite appearance is there on the main
road of the town. In this temple is installed the idol of the MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvar Bhagavan; the idol
is white in complexion, with a height of 91 cms. and itisin PADMASANA posture. Vallabhi is an old town,
as old as Girinagar, Dwarka and Prabhasa in Saurashtra. Itis said that once upon atime this town and this
tirtha constituted the valley of Shatrunjaya tirtha. Its ancient name was Vallabhipur. King Shiladitya of
this region had got initiated to Jaina dharma and he had renovated Shri Shatrunjaya tirtha. At that time
flags of victory fluttered over 84 Jina temples as some evidences record. InV.S. 510, a golden event took
place here. At the instance and request of the Sangha, Shri Devardhigani Kshamashramana and 500
other Acharyas came together at this place and put to script the Jaina Agamas for the first time. The
crown-prince of King Dharuvasena of the Maitreya family died at Anandapurain V.S. 584. At this time the
| fourth Kalakacharya was presentin Vallabhi for Chaturmasa. Hedelivered consoling sermonsto the King

and got him free from the sorrow of the loss of his son; he got several Jaina temples repaired and
renovated by him. We get historical and other references which prove that between V.S. 610 and 625,
during the time of the rule of a very powerful king, Guhsena by name, there were several Jain temples and
a vast temple of Adishvara Bhagavan in this town. Kshamashramana Shri Jinabhadragani wrote
“Visheshavashyaka Bhashya” here. The last repairs and renovation of his glorious historical tirtha was
undertaken under the noble and sacred inspiration of renovator of tirthas (tirthoddharaka), the emperor
of the Jain order (Shasana-samrat) Acharya Shri Nemisurishvaraji. In the inner downward part of the
temple are found the charming idols of Devardhigani Kshamashramana and other five hundred
Acharyas. We also find the temple of the revered preceptor Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji here; so do we
have an ancient temple of Shri Parshvanathaiji.
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10. SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN ( sllaild-ua ¢aai)
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10. SHRI SHIYANI TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

The Shiyani tirtha is situated at a distance of just 13 kms. from Limbdi on the road leading to Palitana
via Shankheshvara and Lakhtar. This majestic temple situated in the very heart of the Shiyani village, is
said to have been constructed as early as in the times of emperor Samprati. So many stories and
anecdotes of the miracles of Mulanayaka Shri Shantinath Bhagavan installed here, are current. The Jina
temple faces the eastern quarter. There are entrance-doors on the eastern and northern sides of the
temple. On the door of the southern quarter we have an image of goddess Saraswati—the very exquisite
model of modern art and architecture. The temple consists of three storeys and in the underground cellar,
thee is a temple known as the “Underground cellar temple”. In this we have a charming idol, 13 inchesin
height, of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan; it inspires sacred feelings in the heart. Around this idol we have the
idols of Shri Muni Suvrata Swami, Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan, Shri Rishabhadeva etc. On the ladder of
this ancient cellar we come across a memorial stone (Palio). It seems that this must have been
constructed in memory of some religious hero who laid down his life while defending this tirtha. In the
middle part of the complex we have the main temple in which we view the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Shantinath Bhagavan in all its majesty and charm pleasing to the eyes. The assembly-hall and decoration
hall of the temple, though small is simply excellent. On the upper portion of the majestic Jainatemple, we
have a vast peak, a 13 inch image of Bhagavan Parshvanath and a four-faced pillar. Here too we find
facility of boarding and lodging.
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11. SHRI AJAHARA TIRTHA (SHRI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Ajahara-majara town is ata distance of 5kms. from Una and 2% kms. from Delvada in Saurashtra. The
town proves that the Jainas were very much prosperous in good old days. So many Jain images found
from this area give to us a glimpse of the glorious past. On the outskirts of Ajahara, there is a Jaina temple
with an awe-inspiring idol of Shri Ajahara Parshvanath Bhagavan; it is 46 cms. in height and of saffron
colour. In the hoary past there was king Ajayapala of the Raghu family who was overcome by several
diseases. Then it was that he got free from the diseases by the waters with which Shri Parshvanath
Bhagavan was bathed. The king therefore raised the Ajaynagar on the spot, got constructed a vast Jina
temple there and got the sacred idol installed there. Till to-day, the installation has taken place fourteen
times. Here, we come across hundreds of ancient stepwells; one large bell is acquired and on it are carved
the words: “Shri Ajara Parshvanath, Samvat 1034, Shah Raichand Jechand." This reveals how old and
ancient the tirtha is. The original sanctuary of the Jaina temple with its majestic peak, open square etc. is
really charming. Theancient idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan is made of sand-stone. It
has ared paste on itandis therefore pleasing to the eye. Again, on the head of the idol there is an Umbrella
of the hood of snakes. Many miracles are noted to have taken place here. On the Sunday of 17-9-78, Shri
Dharanendradeva appeared in form of a snake and was found to be in a state of meditation for hours
before Shri Prabhu. The main tirtha of the five tirthas is this one in Ajahara.
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12. SHRI CHANDRAPRABHU BHAGAVAN (#lldsuey CECILY)
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12. SHRI PRABHASPATAN TIRTHA (SHRI CHANDRAPRABHU BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha at a distance of some 400 metres from Prabhaspatan town and its renowned Somnath
temple is said to have been raised by Shri Bharata Chakravarti, the son of Shri Adinath Prabhu. Right from
the time of the first tirthankara to the last, so many Chakravartis, kings, ministers and Shreshthis have
come for pilgrimage to this tirtha. This tirtha has an idol of Shri Chandraprabhu Bhagavan; white in
complexion, some 115 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. Other exquisitely fine idols are also
found here and the idol of Shri Parshvanath Prabhu is extremely pleasing to the eyes and the heart. The
artand architecture of the idols of metal and the finely shaped waist-bands is simply indescribable, even
lovers of art will feel spell-bound. There are two idols of quartz in the temple of Chandraprabhu Bhagavan
constructed. Later on Sagara Chakravarti, Chandrayasha, Chakradhara, King Dasharatha, Pandavas and
Hastisena kings are said to have visited this spot. Even the ‘Prabandhachintamani’ composed by Shri
Merutungasuriji refers to this tirtha. There are also references to Siddharaj Jaisingh, the ministers
Vastupal and Tejpal, Pethadshah, Samarashah and other Shreshthis had come for pilgrimage to this
place. In the 14th century, Shri Dharmaghoshasuriji composed a eulogy with secret mantras and
awakened to consciousness the old Kapardiyaksha of the Shatrunjaya mountain. Most revered Acharya
Shri Vijayodayasurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb as also most revered Acharya Shri Vijayanandanasurishvaraji
gave guidance and inspiration for the last renovation of this tirtha and the ceremonious renovation took
place atthe sacred hands of Pattavibhushana Acharya Shri Chandrasagarasuriji, the pupil of renovator of
the Agamas Acharya Shri Anandasagarasurishvaraji. Seven other temples are there in the vicinity of this
temple.
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13. SHRI GIRNAR TIRTHA (SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN)

The Girnar mountain in the neighberhood of Junagadh in Saurashtrais referred to as Ujjayantagirior
Raivatagiri in the Scriptures. This is considered to be Neminath mountain or fifth peak of the Shatrunjay
mountain. There are references to so many Chakravartis, monarchs and Shresthis going on pilgrimageto
and around the Raivata mountain, from the time of the first trithankara to the time of the last tirthankara. In
this tirtha we have an idol of Shri Neminath Bhagavan; it is black in complexion, 140 cms. in heightandin
Padmasana posture. The peaks of this lofty mountain have grown sacred and blessed because of the
religious ceremony of initiation to munihood, acquirement of absolute knowledge and attainment to
Nirvana-emancipation of Shri Nemingtha being performed at the same spot. The peaks touching the
skies fill to the brim the hearts of devotees with sacred feelings. It is said that this idol of Neminath
Bhagavan was brought to shape by the Indra of the fifth divine world on the sermonizing rendered by the
tirthankara of the last group of twenty four. It is also believed that this idol remained in the world of Indra
till the time of Neminath Bhagavan and then was installed in the home—temple of Shri Krishna. When the
city of Dwarka was consumed to ashes, Goddess Ambika kept it well protected. Being delighted by the
severe austerities of Ratnashah, goddess Ambika handed over this idol to him and it was ceremoniously
installed once more. There arereferences to the reparation and renovation of this tirtha by Ratnashah and
Ajitshah in the sixth century and by Vastupal and Tejpal as also Sajjanshah, a minister of Siddharajin the
twelfth century. We also get references to renovation by so many kings, ministers and Shreshthis. We
come across two other Shvetambara temples. The art and architecture of the peaks of the temples,
ceilings and pillars is simply marvellous and delighting.
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14. SHRI SHITALNATH BHAGAVAN (Hlelaana s2aaiq)
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14. SHRI VANTHALI TIRTHA (SHRI SHITALNATH BHAGAVAN)

This is the birth-place of Sajjan Shreshthi, a minister of King Siddharja, who got the Girnar tirtha
repaired and renovated. Itis stated that the flag of the story of renown of Jaina Shreshthis was flutteringin
this town. Vanthali was famed as ‘Vamanasthali’ in ancient days. When Siddharaj, the emperor of Gujarat
came to know that his chief minister Sajjan Shreshthigotthe Girnar tirtha repaired and renovated with the
income earned from Sorath, he was enraged. Siddharaj Jaisimha came to Sorath to punish him, but
before he could reach there, a Jain Shreshthi declared his determination to donate lakhs of rupees
together with interest. But Siddharaj came to know that the temple of Girnar was named as “Karnavihar"
after his father King Karnaraj and immortalised him: he was immensely delighted towards his minister
Sajjana. He was delighted to write off the entire expense of renovation. He also did not accept the amount
of money kept ready by the minister. It is said that the wealth in question was used towards the
construction of the Jaina temple at Vanthali. But to-day this temple is not visible anywhere. Only a view of
the architecture of the mosque over there creates a guess that this mosque must have been the Jain
temple once. An idol of Shri Shitalnath Bhagavan is unearthed from the local Gandhi garden here. Inthe
portico of the Suryakund, three idols of Jinas engrossed in surrendering the body (Kayotsarga) are
found. To-day there are two Jina temples on the same spot and all old idols have been ceremoniously
installed here. Even in the Oram mountain there is a castle in which the stones of the Jinatempleseemto
have been used. This temple of Shitalnath Bhagavan blesses, with an ex perience of extreme coolness and
quietude, all the beings tormented by the sorrows of moral life.
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15. SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN (#ll2ugl2aR eidiai)
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15. SHRI JAMNAGAR TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The Jamnagar tirtha is renowned as a place of pilgrimage for the Jainas with its 14 majestic Jain
temples. The city has Jain temples which give a glimpse of the ancient peak of Shatrunjaya. Jam Raval
raised this city in the year V.S. 1596 on the 7th day of the bright half of Shravan, and named it as
Navanagar. Jains have contributed a lot towards the development of this city. Actually, the history of the
Jain temples starts with the birth of this city. Six out of the fourteen Jina temples are 300to 350 years old,
while the rest were constructed some fifty or more years back. The Jina temple situated in the heartof the
city is known as the temple of Sheth. The foundation-laying ceremony of this temple was performed by
Shri Anand Sheth during the reign of Jam Sataji in V.S. 1633 and Adinath Bhagavan was ceremoniously
installed as the MULANAYAKA at the auspicious hands of Shri Vijayadevasuri. Just nearby stands the
vast Jaina Chaitya got constructed by Shri Vardhaman Shah and Padmasinh Sheth. Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan is installed here. Fifty two Shrines are constructed all around. Here, in the temple known as
choriwala, a fine stone-pandal with an altar is constructed near the shrine of Shri Neminath Bhagavan.
From the viewpoint of vastness and beautiful structure, this Jina temple stands unique in art and
architecture. A total number of fourteen temples add to the beauty of the city and religious fervour of
pilgrims.
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16. SHRI BHADRESHVAR TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

This beautiful tirtha is situated at a distance of almost one km. outside the Bhadreshvar town
standing on a vast seashore. In the temple is installed a very impressive idol of Shri Bhagavan Mahavirin
Padmasana posture; it is white in complexion and 61 cms. in height. The town was renowned as
Bhadravati in old days; it was an important place of pilgrimage of Jainism. The fabric of story of the
raising of this tirtha is as old as 2500 years. On a vastground 2!z lakh square feet in size, the lovely temple
decorated so nicely as if it were a divine plane, is simply majestic and charming. Its gate of entrance is
small, but so constructed that the DARSHAN of Shri Prabhu is possible even from outside. In the town of
Bhadravati, some 2500 years back, a devout Jain Shreshthi nourished in his heart a desire, religiously to
install an idol of Bhagavan Parshvanatha, the 23rd tirthankara. 23 years after the emancipation of
Bhagavan Mahavira, he got a majestic Jain temple constructed and got installed at the auspicious hands
of Kapila Kevali, an idol of Bhagavan Parshvanatha and thus gave a concrete shape to his dream. It is from
this time that Bhadravati-Bhadreshvar became a famed tirtha of the Jainas. In 1314 (V.S.) Shrimali
brothers and in 1313-14 (V.S.), the hero amongst donors Shri Jagadushah got this temple repaired and
renovated. The same was done by Shreshthi Vardhaman Shah and the last repairs and renovation were
undertaken in V.S. 1939 by Sheth Monaji Tejasi who brought about blessedness by this in his life. The
Bhadrashvar temple consists of 52 shrines, 218 pillars, and 53domes. Theidol of Shri Mahavira Swami, in
white marble is serene, symmetrical and yields delight to the mind.
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17. SHRI SUTHARI TIRTH (SHRI GHRUTAKALLOLA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This is one of the main tirthas of the five in Kutch-Bhuj; it is very much renowned because of the
miraculous idol of Shri Prabhu. The temple, situated in the heart of the town Ruthari was religiously
installed and opened on the eighth day of the month of Vaishakh in V.S. 1895. The art within the peak of
the temple is exquisitely attractive. The structure of the temple and the art-work from bottom up to the top
in golden-brown colour is indeed charming to view. The temple has an idol of Mulanayak Shri
Ghrutakallola Parshvanath Bhagavan in Padmasana posture, it is 30 cms. high. A miraculous event is
associated with the typical name. A Shravaka, Uddeshi by name, purchased an idol of Shri Parshvanath
Bhagavan from a poor man. He placed it in the godown of corn. On the next day it was found that the
whole godown of corn was full to the brim. Surprised as he was, Uddeshi talked of this to a Yatiin Suthari.
The Yati got constructed a small Shrine and ceremoniously installed the idol in it. On this auspicious
occasion a SWAMI-VATSALYA was organized. Ghee, placed just in one vessel, was freely used but not
exhausted; it got lessened not in the least. The same idol of Shri Parshvanatha Prabhu was found in the
vessel; it was taken out and ceremoniously installed with cries of victory. This popularised the name in the
common masses as “Ghrutakallola Parshvanath™ In the temple we also have very ancient and typical
idols of Gautamaswami and Padmavatidevi.
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18. SHRI KUTCH-BHUJ TIRTHA (SHRICHINTAMANI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

There are three temples inthe VANIYAVAD area in the Bhuj city in Kutch. One temple is decorated by
the idol of MULAYAYAKA Shri Adishvar Bhagavan. In this temple belonging to the TAPA GACCHA, we
have 14 idols structured in stone and 12 carved in metal. Again, portraits of Shri Vijayananda Suri (Shri
Atmaramaji) and Shri Khantivijayaji Dada. The other temple belongs to the ANCHALA GACCHA. In this
temple are found 23 idols in stone and 32in metal. We have here again portraits of Shri Kalyanasagarasuri
and Shri Gautamasagarasuri. The third belongs to the KHARATARA GACCHA and has Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan installed in it. Here, we find 8 idols in stone and 13 in metal. Further, portraits of Shri
Jinaratnasagarasuri and Shri Jinaanandasagarasuri are found in it. All these temples are constructed in
the nineteenth century and all idols are exquisitely fine to look at.

On the outskirts of the town there is DADAVADI! of KHARATARA GACCHA. It has in ita Jain temple,
sacred foot-steps and Shri Ghantakarna installed. Here we have a large idol of ANCHALA GACCHA and a
small Jina temple in it. In Bhuj, we also have an inn, a canteen and a PANJARAPOLE.
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19. SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN (sllaild-ua caait)
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19. SHRI MANDAVI TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

In Kutch, Mandavi is renowned as a glorious city of Jaina dharma. Mandavi, the famous port in Kutch
has seven temples of Jain in it. In Ambabazaar, in the vicinity of Vora Lane, we have the templein which is
installed the idol of Bhagavan Shantinath. This charming and majestic Jina temple has three idols of
stone and four of metal. The local Sangha had constructed this templein V.S. 1850. In the Dadavadi here,
we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Parshvanath. Here also are found installed three idols in

stone and four in metal. This temple was got constructed in V.S. 1960 by the widow of Rayasi
Amarachand.

In the city there are four temples of Bhagavan Shri Dharmanath, Bhagavan Shri Shitalanath,
Bhagavan Shri Shantinath and Shri Mahavir Swami. On the port we have the temple of Shri Ajitnath
Bhagavan. In the city we have inns, canteens, Jainavadi, Pathashala, Upashrayas and also some libraries
of manuscripts. The small Panchatirtha of Kutch consists of the tirthas at Mundra, Bhujapur, Moti
Khakhar as also Nanikhakhar, Bidada and Kutch.
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20. SHRI KOTHARA TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

Kothara is situated at a distance of 80 Kms. from Bhuj. In the heart of the town we have Shri Kothara
tirtha; it is one of the five (Panchatirtha) in Abadasa of Kutch-Bhuj. In this Panchatirtha also the tirtha is
more attractive and artistic because of inner and outer art decoration with its eight peaks. From a far-off
distance pilgrims are delighted by the flags fluttering on the temples. The peaks and the festival-pandal
(Rangamandapa) with their exquisitely nice art and architecture, merge the hearts of the pilgrims in
exquisite delight. The sky-scrapper temple is 76 x 64 feet in length and breadth; it is 74 feet in height. Here
we have the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Shantinath Bhagavan; it is white in colour, 90 cms. in heightand
in Padamasana posture. In the temple we have a festival-pandal, arched-gates and pillars with all
exquisite artistry, its glass-work is also pleasant. The construction of this temple was mainly due to the
important part played by Sheth Keshavaji Nayak, a resident of this town itself and the one who got
constructed the ‘Keshavaji Nayak Tunk' on the Shatrunjaya mountain. Shet Valaji Malu and Sheth Shiviji
Nenasi co-operated with him and got the temple constructed and the idols ceremoniously installed in
V.S. 1918, at the sacred hands of Acharya Ratnasagarasurishvaraji of ANCHALA GACCHA on the
auspicious day of the 13th of the bright half of the month of Maha.

0. 8l s Q1 (slailna edai)

oprell ¢o (3. Hl. g2 2udal s16RL UL HEL L2 E Al 5181R1 e 5%9- o v dadldl - 215 dldzaa 8, 2
Y dleflui uat2iis Rvra s 2ol el vidroust sas ol s i dld [y saists asl 8, uz oiasll{2i
Al Bl Fanadind et 52940 dledHiziad ddl2ud 6. grell vu e 2u8 ([l ur adaudl 4o aApiy ugléad
53 69 dl el -yl v Dl Rieuso qotopid sudeldedz 530 ¢ 8. ol Wl dous x4

wglous 9¢ X £¥ gerdll 8. Glad oy ge-l 8. vunl s sllaild-ua ol 2dd addl @ael co &, {l.-AL Gl
quadl ueri-R wlAue 1A 8, ARl Prisy, dRell v el Rieusal [re 8 dl viig siaq s wasieq o
el 8. 2 3w Falaseiui o et ad-l, el v Wi alBiR ur 3uaw Awusl 25”4 s siavudl Zs-u
MaidL 96 5999 Aus Heradl 1oL ool 8, it BuRid U6 Aam Hig i 945 [Qlam deiellai e 48 daam 4ws wd (4.

A 1etcui v HER olrdl d-l ulavst sudl edl »u st [, A 1ol st Yo 1371 4ot [BA viadazsd w5l

AR YA2ARDAL Yot s 48 sl

dlddgnl-20 (3) Elall WA A U1 Hg = - oS

(1) w2l Yo edlae vdaru sl o mdes, 20 () we sdlRaie dasde surie. otal, R agaix AER
(2) Ll neiein Hatad dul HRIEE HaHald (W) . warell-s-u 6. ol @ atidlowsS , slldi-y3d
53 '

Jain Education International For Private & Personal Use Only www.jainelibrary.org



A A YR 8 ) AR AT T R

-— -
- ..

21. SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN (sllnetdlz malqm)
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21. JAKHAU TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

Jakhau tirtha, one of the panchatirthas in Abadasa (Kutch), is situated at a distance of some 108 kms.
from Bhuj. The temple is in the heart of the town and has in the Jinatemple an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Mahavira Bhagavan; it is white in complexion, some 84 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The
temple is also known as Ratnatunka DERASARA. The temple was got constructed by Sheth Jivaraj
Ratansi and Sheth Bhimasi Ratansi. An annual religious festival is celebrated every year here on the fifth
day of the bright half of the month of Maha. In V.S. 1905, Jivaraj Ratansi got the central temple
constructed and gave it the name Ratnatunk after the name of his father. There are eight othertemplesin
the same complex. This group of nine temples looks majestic as if it were one group of temples on the
Shatrunjaya mountain. A lustrous heart-touching atmosphere is created on all sides when the rays of the
sun fall on the pinnacle-flags on the twenty peaks of the central temple of Shri Mahavira Swami. After
1905, the temple was religiously renovated in V.S. 2028. In the rest of the eight temples reside these
MULANAYAKAS—(1) Shri Suvidhinath, (2) Shri Adinath, (3) Shri Jiravala Parshvanatha, (4) Shri
Chitamani Parshvanatha, (5) Shri Godi Parshvanatha, (6) Shri Gautama Swami, (7) Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan and (8) Shri Chandraprabhu Swami. So many idols are there in these temples, coming to a total
of idols 126 of stone, 80 of metal, 2 of quartz and one of gold.
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22. SHRI NALIA TIRTHA (SHRI CHANDRAPRABHU BHAGAVAN)

Nalia tirtha is situated at a distance of some 97 kms. from Kutch-Bhuj. There we come across a idol of
Shri Chandraprabha Bhagavan; the idol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan is white in complexion, almost 75
cms. in height. Since Nalia is one of the tirthas of the five in Abadasa, it has greater importance. The
temple, with its sixteen peaks and fourteen festival squares is simply majestic. Again, in this Jinatemple,
architecture in gold is carved on stones. This is indeed a uniquely peculiar art. In the same way the glass-
work over here is really beautiful. In V.S. 1897, the majestic temple constructed by Narasimha Natha was
religiously inaugurated. The name of Sheth Narasimha Natha is well-known due to the vast inn got
constructed by him in Palitana. In the vicinity of this main templeagain, there is Shri Ashtapadaji’'s unique
temple constructed by Harabham Narsimha Natha in V.S. 1918. The inner apartments of all the three
temples are separate, but the temple should be considered to be just one. In the frontal square of the
temple, marble statues of Sheth Narasimha Natha and his wife are installed. Here, there are some 176
other Jina idols installed. There are again a total of 138 Shri SIDDHACHAKRAS-132 made of silver, 4 of
metal and two of sandal-wood.
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23. SHRI TERA TIRTHA (SHRI JIRAVALA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The Tera town is situated at a distance of some 84 kms. from Bhuj. In the middle of the town is
installed in a temple, the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Jiravala Parshvanath Bhagavan; it is almost 68 cms.
in height and in Padmasana posture. In addition to this Jina temple, the Tera town is famous on all sides
because of its strong castle. It enhances the glory of its being one of the five tirthas in Abadasa. The art of
the nine peaks of this temple is renowned; its flags fluttering on its nine peaks become a piece of delight
and attraction for pilgrims from a far-off distance. The temple, with it majesty and beautiful art also
attracts attention. Here also the art and external appearance of the nine peaks fills our eyes and hearts
with all delight. There is a vast quadrangle around the temple. We also come here across 110 Jina idols
and 74 SIDDHACHAKRAS. In V.S. 1915 Sheth Hirajibhai Dosabhai and Sheth Pasavira Raimal—two
Jaina Shreshthis got this temple constructed. Even the eulogy of these two is carved on the walls of the
temple-square. The last renovation of this temple took place in 2027 V.S. at the auspicious hands of
Acharya Shri Gunasagarasurishvarji. In the vicinity of this temple we see a beautiful temple of Shri
Shamalia Parshvanath Bhagavan. The glass-work with its picturousness here is extremely beautiful. This
temple was constructed some 300 years back by Goraji Hirachand Tarachand. There are 13 otheridols in
the temple. In the Jnanamandira here, we have an artistic Tirthapata.
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24. SHRI BHILADIYAJI TIRTHA (SHRI BHILADIYA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Bhiladiyaji tirtha is situated at a distance of 40 kms. from Bhiladi town in the Deesa Taluka of
Banaskantha district. In this tirtha we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Bhiladia Parshvanath
Bhagavan; the idol is of black complexion, 53 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. It is believed that
this town, the Jina temple and the idol therein are very old. It is believed that the idol of Shri Bhiladia
Parshvanath Bhagavan was ceremoniously installed at the auspicious hands of revered Shri Kapila
Kevali. According to one ancedote, the idol of Shri MULANAYAKAJ| was ceremoniously installed by
King Samprati. One story runsthus. Shri Shrenikakumar had married a beautiful, youthful Bhil girland he
established this town after her name. In this town then there were so many temples with high peaks; there
were wells and step-wells also. In the Jain Scriptures this tirtha was known in the ancient days as
Bhimapalli. We also get a reference to the effect that in V.S. 1218, Shri Jinachandrasuriji had given the
initiation into monkhood to Shri Jinapatisuriji in this very Jina temple. We also get references which state
thatin V.S. 1317, Oswal Shreshthi Shri Bhuvanpal Shah got this temple repaired and renovated. The town
got demolised because of muslim invasions. Later, in V.S. 1872, Shri Dharmachandra Kamdar inspired
the resettlement of this town in the vicinity of the ancient temple. The temple was in a dilapidated state
and encircled by a jungle. But in V.S. 1936, the Shravakas of Bhiladi town got it repaired and renovated.
The last renovation took place in V.S. 2027 and on the sacred day of the tenth of the bright half of the
month of Jeth, the ceremonious installation took place at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri
Bhadrasurishvaraji. This temple, with its three peaks and two storeys and its very much impressive idol
has become a source of solace and faith to so many devotees and pilgrims.
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25. SHRI PRAHLADANAPURA TIRTHA
(SHRI PRAHLAVIYA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

In the first half of the thirteenth century of the Vikrama era, Prahladana, the brother of Dharavarsha of
the Paramar dynasty raised this town named Prahladanapura, the modern Palanpur. King Prahladana
became disrespectful to the divine powers, and as a consequence, suffered from white leprosy. But a
great Acharya, Shalibhadrasuri by name, consoled him and also reassured him. As apenance he advised
him to build a temple of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan and then to apply on his body the bath-waters of the
idol. As a result the King embraced the Jain faith. We have the temple of Prahladana Parshvanath here
which brings this incident to our memory even to-day, even after the changes brought about in the temple
in course of time. In view of certain circumstances this idol was removed, and, in V.S. 1274, on the fifth day
of the bright half of Falguna, the present idol was installed at the auspicious hands of Acharya
Kakkasurishvaraji of the Korantagaccha. To-day, the Prahladana Parshvanath temple is known as the
temple of Prahlavia Parshvanath temple. It has in itanidol of MULANAYAKA Shri Prahlavia Parshvanath:
itis white in complexion, about 45 cms. in height and itis in Padmasana posture. The temple with its three |
storeys is wide and also majestic. In its Bhamati we have an idol of Godi Parshvanath. On the upper storey l
there are the ancient idols of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan and Shri Shitalnath Bhagavan. Worth our view
indeed is one ancient PANCHA-TIRTHA of mela. Palanpur can take pride in the fact that it is the birth-
place of the renowned Acharya Shri Somasundarasurishvaraji of the Ranakapur tirtha and of Acharya
. Shri Hiravijayasurishvaraji who delivered sermons to the moghul emperor Akbar.
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26. SHRI SHANKHALAPUR TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

In the village Shankhalapur situated at a distance of one mile from the Becharaji station, there is a
vast temple with an underground cellar. Here is installed a very impressive idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Shantinath Bhagavan. Idols are installed here also in the original inner apartment, underground cellar
and the 25 porticos of the BHAMATI. King Laxman raised this village and it was named Salakhanapur
after his name; later on it became Shankhalpur. There was a big population of Shravakas here in this
village and the Jainas were very rich and prosperous. In V.S. 1687 the poet Shri Gunavijayaji composed
“Kocharavyavahari Rasa.” It tells us that Shreshthi Kochara heared a lecture of Shri Sumatisadhu Suri
(V.S. 1494-1551). In his sermonizing, Suriji talked about non-violence. Kochara Shreshthi referrred to
violence taking place in Bahucharaji. Guruji asked Sajanasimha, made use of his influence and received
orders from the Sultan and made Kochara an officer in command of 12towns and villages. On getting the
command, he proclaimed non-violence, and, as a consequence, killing of animals stopped in villages and
towns like Bahucharaji. In the 14th century, Pethadakumar, a minister from Mandavagadh, constructed a
Jina temple here. Jina idols excavated from underground are an ample evidence of ancient temples. A
new temple was constructed in V.S. 1876 and the ceremonious installation took place in V.S. 1905.
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27. SHRI TARANGA TIRTHA (SHRI AJITNATH BHAGAVAN)

The Taranga tirtha is situated in the midst of the Arvalli hills in the midst of beautiful sceneries of
nature, exquisite prosperity of art and architecture. The main temple in the tirtha is 150 ft. in length, 100
feet wide and 142 ft. in height. The structure of the templeislike that of Mahameru-palace. The temple has
in it an idol of Shri Ajitnath Bhagavan; it is 2.75 metres in height, of white complexion and in Padmasana
posture. The temple is therefore known as Ajitaprasad or Ajitnath Vihara. On no hill in the country dowe
have a temple as high as the Taranga tirtha. We would natu rally consider and wonder as to how much
labour and effort must have been put in the construction of this temple at such a spot, with all its majesty
and supreme art.

One of the Mahatirthas in the chief five Mahatirthas of the Jainas is the tirtha at Taranga. In the first
century of the Vikrama era, the Jain king Vatsaraja constructed here a temple of Siddhayika devi.
Thereafter, in V.S. 1221, King Kumarpala constructed this vast temple which is very rich in sculptural art.
We also have a reference which states that in V.S. 1284, on the second day of the dark half of Falguna,
Vastupala-Tejpala installed the idols of Shri Adinath Prabhu in two porticos at the auspicious hands of
Shri Vijayasenasuriji. We also get records to show that there were ceremoniousinstallations in V.S. 1479,
at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri Somachandasuriji through Shri Govinda Shreshthi and also in
V.S. 1642 at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri Vijayasensuriji. In the vast quarter of the temple we
have the temple of Kunthunatha Bhagavan as also the Sahasrakuta temple, the Nandishvara dvipa etc.
and Kotishila, Moksha window etc. outside.
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28. SHRI SHANKHESHVARA TIRTHA
(SHRI SHANKHESHVAR PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This is a majestic and vast temple of MULANAYAKA ShriShankeshvar Parshvanath Bhagavanin the
heart of the Shankheshvara town. The idol is of white complexion and about 1.82 metres in height;itisin
Padmasana posture, it is miraculous. In the days of old, a Shravaka, Ashadhi by name had got installed
Jina idols in Charoopa, Stambhapura and Shankheshvara; so say the references in Jaina works.
According to one story, in the battle between Jarasandha and Shri Krishna, when the former threw Jara
on the army of the latter, the calamity was quietened by spraying the bathing water of the idol of Shri
Prabhu on the army. The history of Shri Parshvanatha is therefore very old and highly impressive. We also
get several stories of the miracles associated with this idol. In the central part of the vast fort, a lovely
temple with peaks is found with its 52 Jinalayas. The Minister-in-Chief of King Siddharaj Jaisinha,
Sajjanshah got this tirtha repaired and renovated in V.S. 1155. Round about V.S. 1286, Vastupal-Tejpal
installed gold-pinnacles on the Shrines of the 52 Jinalayas and carried out the necessary repairs. In the
14th century when the soldiers of Allauddin broke this tirtha, the Shri Sangha kept the idol of Shri
Shankheshvara Prabhu well protected. In V.S. 1656 emperor Shahjehan issued an ordinance regarding
the town, in the name of Sheriff Shantidasa. Thereafter in V.S. 1628 and 1760 renovations took place
again. Remnants of the old temple are seen to-day on way to the temple. The new temple was builtin the
17th century. Even to-day its impressiveness as the destroyer of the threefold miseries is well-known.
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29. SHRI KAMBOI TIRTHA (SHRI MANAMOHANA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Atadistance of 16 kms. from Chanasma is situated the Kamboi village. Thetirthaisinits centre. Here
we have the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Manamohana Parshvanatha Bhagavan; it is 76 cms. in height,
white in complexion and in Padmasana posture. Kamboi tirtha is considered to be pretty old and the
structure and art of the idol show that it belongs to the times of King Samprati. The virtues oftheidol are in
tune with the name, Manamohana Parshvanatha. There is no Inscription on the idol. But it is considered
to be of the time of Samprati. There are supports below the idol and on thethrone are carved lotus leaves
of artistic designs of creepers and plants.

The original inner apartment of the temple, the assembly platform, four shrines inside adome on the
Upper part and peaks are found with the temple. Very attractive indeed is the inlaid artistic, colourful
glasswork. White marble is spread in the temple. There are four shrines on the four sides. It seemsthatso
many repairs and renovations of this tirtha must have taken place. Its last renovation was undertaken in
V.S. 2003. A fairis held here every year on the second day of the bright half of Falguna and pilgrims in their
thousands come here. 16th century writings are found on the other idols in thetemple. On one metal idol
of V.S. 1638 there is a reference to the Kamboi village. One gift-record proves that the Kamboi village
belongs to a period earlier than the eleventh century.
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30. SHRI CHANASMA TIRTHA (SHRI BHATEVA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The Chanasma tirtha is situated at a distance of one mile from the Chanasma Railway station. Here
we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Bhateva Parshvanath Bhagavan, it is some 23 cms. in height, of
tobacco colour and in Padmasana posture. In this idol with waist-band, we also see Dharanendra and
Padmavati. It seems that the idol of MULANAYAKA is carved from sand-stone. We get evidence from
different eulogistic prayers that the idol must have been known as Bhateva because it was procured from
Bhatuar village. It is said that in the Bhatuar village near Idar there was one poor Shravaka Surchand by
name from whose house the idol of Bhagavan Parshvanath was discovered and he became prosperous
and happy. On getting information of this the King of Idar asked for it. The Shravaka was afraid of
disrespect to the idol and so Surchand buried it on the outskirts of the village. Ravichand of Chandravati
(Chanasma) got indications of the idol. He brought it, built a temple in Chanasma and got it
ceremoniously installed in it on the Akshayatrutiya day in V.S. 1535. One other probable conjecture is
that there is one village Bhateva near Palini in Marwad. Residents of the place might have come here with
the idol, might have builtthis temple and installed the idol here with this name. According to one tradition,
the idol was ceremoniously installed following the preaching of Acharya Shri Ajitasinhasuriji of the
Anchala Gaccha. The temple with its fine artistic structure was repaired and renovated some 150years
back.
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31. SHRI PATAN TIRTHA (SHRI PANCHASARA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The city of Patan, right from old days, is rich in knowledge and wealth, a glorious history and a
sublime spirit of Dharma. It was the capital of King Kumarpal and the land of activities of Acharya
Hemachandra. In V.S. 802, after from the name of Shepherd Anahil, this city was installed on monday, on
Akshayatrutiya day, with the ceremony and chanting of Mantras according to the Jaina dharma by
Acharya Shri Shilagunasuriji, head of the Nagendra Gaccha. The hero that he was, Vanaraj Chavada
became the first ruler of Anahilpur Patan. He brought this idol of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan from
Panchasara, the Kingdom of his ancestors and got it installed here ceremoniously at the auspicious
hands of Shri Shilagunasuriji in this newly-constructed shrine. The tirtha therefore became renowned
after the name of Panchasara Parshvanath. This tirtha and its temple as also the other temples were
demolished because of muslim invasions. But Patan was settled again in V.S. 1730 and temples in
hundreds were constructed. As the “Patana Chaitya Paripati” composed by Shri Lalitaprabhusuriin V.S.
1648 tells us, there were in the city some 101 big Jina temples and 99 smaller shrines. Idols installed were
in thousands. The “Chaitya Paripati” composed by Shri Harshavijayaiji in V.S. 1929, notes that Patan had
then 95 bigger temples and 500 smaller shrines. It is said that Patan is renovated, but the idol is the same
ancient one. The idol is that of MULANAYAKA Shri Panchasara Parshvanath Bhagavan, it is about 1.2
metres in height, of white complexion and in Padmasana posture. Added to this there are 84 big temples
and 134 shrines in 55 streets. We have also Institutions like Shri Hemachandracharya Jnanamandir here.
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32. ‘SHRI SHYAMALA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN (sllaamial wad-ua a1aL)
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32. SHRI CHAROOPA TIRTHA (SHRI SHYAMALA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Inthis Jina temple, situated in the middle of Charoopavillage, the idol of Shri Shyamala Parshvanath
Bhagavan is 1.20 metres in height, of black complexion and in Padmasana posture. The idol is very old
and majestic; it is considered to be miraculous. It is said that this is one of the three idols got installed by
Shri Ashadhi Shravaka in ancient times. In the ninth century Shri Devachandrasuriji is said to have
installed the Parikara of Shri Parshvanath Prabhu. There is also a reference to the effect that, in the
thirteenth century Shreshthi Devachandra got constructed here the temple of Shri Adinath Bhagavan.
We also have a reference which states that around 1320 V.S. Shreshthi Pethadshah got constructed the
temple of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan. This Tirtha was in complete disarray after the 18th century. Butin
V.S. 1938, the Shravakas of Patan took over the administration of this temple and tirtha. Thereafter the
vast temple-complex was constructed here and re-installed on the fifth day of the bright half of the Jeth
month of V.S. 1984.

In this tirtha, situated at a distance of 10 kms. from Patan the idol of the MULANAYAKA is of the
nature of an unparallelled specimen of ancient sculptural art. The art of the black idol carved from marble
is simply unique. The head of the idol right up to the shoulders is very vast and covered by hood. In the
idol we find the thinness of a tapasvi, absence of all diseases and serious demeaneur. Again, it was atthis
spot that the Jain Acharya, Shri Viracharya coming at the invitation of King Siddharaj to Patan, was
welcomed at a great festival at Charoopa. Several such references reveal that this tirtha is ancient and
glorious.
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33. SHRI PANASARA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated near the village Pansar on the Ahmedabad-Mehsana high-way. There sits the
lord of the tirthas, Shri Mahavir Bhagavan; the idol is white in complexion, 91 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. It is attractive and miraculous. This ancient idol of Bhagavan Mahavira revealed
itself in the house of Raval Shri Jala Teja on Sunday, the 9th of the bright half of ShravanainV.S. 1966. A
majestic temple was built and it was installed on the sixth day of the bright half of Vaishakh in V.S. 1974.
Thereafter in V.S. 1991, five other ancient idols were unearthed. This proves decisively that there must
have been several Jain temples on the spot. Many other miracles followed the miraculous revelation of
the idol of MULANAYAKA Mahavira Bhagavan; so many pilgrims started coming and the importance of
the tirtha was on the ascent. There was actually a flow of pilgrim because of the vicinity of Ahmedabad.
To-day this temple has three peaks and seven inner apartments. In all the seven, white marble-idols of
ShriMULANAYAKA are installed. Therest of the idols of metal are of Panchatirthi etc. At adistance of two
furlongs from here, in the Pansar village, there is a temple with a dome and MULANAYAKA Shri
Dharmanath Bhagavan is installed in it. Looking around on all sides, it seems that there must have been a
time when this place was very prosperous.
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34. SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN (sllaudl2ar apiair)
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34. SHRI VAMAJ TIRTHA (SHRI ADEEHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The Vamaj tirtha is situated at a distance of six kms from the Shreisha tirtha near Vamaj, situated ata
distance of 16 kms. from Kalol in north Gujarat. Here is installed an idol of Mulanayaka Shri Adeeshvara
Bhagavan; white in complexion, 1.07 metres in height and in Padmasana posture. The art and structure of
the idol seem to be of the time of King Samprati. An anecdote states that this divine idol remained invisible
in the ground from so many centuries. Some great man got hints of this and due discoveries were
undertaken. The idol was discovered from the same spot. There was a time, we are told, when this tirtha
was very much renowned and it had within it an underground passage that led to Sherisha. Remnants
spread all-around even to-day, give an indication that in the old days this must have been a very
prosperous town. This great tirtha is referred to by poet Shri Lavanyagani in his poetic compostion as
early as in V.S. 15662. Later history is not available. In V.S. 1979, this idol was traced from the Kanabi
Mohulla. No inscription is found on it. People say that itis the idol of Bhagavan Shantinath, but actually it
is an idol of Adeeshvar Bhagavan. In this temple that was renovated in V.S. 2002, the idol was
ceremoniously installed at the auspicious hands of Shri Vijaya-Udayasurishvaraji. On both sides of the
idol there is mark of KAYOTSARGA and this leads us to the possibility that the idol actually belongs to the
times of the MULANAYAKA.
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35. SHRI SIMANDHARA SWAMI (sllllsisz andl)

82

Jain Education International For Private & Personal Use Only

ainelibrary.org




35. SHRI MEHSANA TIRTHA (SHRI SIMANDHARA SWAMI)

This majestic sky-scraping temple is in the fore-front of Jain temples; outside Mehsana on the
national high way to Ahmedabad. Here is seated the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Simandhara Swami:
white in complexion, 3.68 metres in height and in Padmasana posture. This can well be considered to be
the foremost of the temples in the whole country with its majestic art and with the present (roving)
tirthankara and the lord of the mahatirtha Shri Simandhara Swami presiding over it. In the science of
architecture such a temple is known as KAILASAPRASADA because of its vastness. The art of the idol
145, inches in height. Its flag fluttering 125 feet high, sends as if the message of dharma to far-off places
and attracts devotees. The inner part of this Jina palace is proportionate, rich in living pieces of
architecture; with its outer part and also rich in art pleasing to the eyes and the heart. Inthe pavilion, vast
deep one will have DARSHAN of revered six Jineshvaras and a view of artistic subtle carving in the dome
yields unparallelled delight to the viewer; experiencing as if a feeling of sublimity. The installation of the
tirtha took place on the sixth day of the bright half of Vaishakha in the year 2028 V.S. under the able
inspiration of the most revered Acharya Maharaj Shri Kailasasagarasuriji. An ancient temple is also
located in the market-yard of Mehsana and the MULANAYAKA over there is Shri Manamohana
Parshvanath Bhagavan. Thus, inthis tirtha there are 14 other temples in addition to the Jain temple of Shri
Simandhara Swami.
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36. SHRI GAMBHU TIRTHA (SHRI GAMBHIRA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the middle of the Gambhu village at a distance of 16 kms. from Mehsana. In
the Jaina works, the village is known by two names—Gambhu and Gambhota. There was a time when
Gambhu was the central place of Jainas. It was again the capital in the midst of a group of 144 villages.
There are references to the existence of so many temples here in ancient times. The history of the village
is stated to go to as early as the ninth century ofthe Vikrama era. The village is earlier in its existence than
Patan. The broken remnants on the spot are an ample proof of the remote past of the place. The idol of
Shri Gambhira Parshvanath Bhagavan is considered to be of the times of King Samprati. Many idols
belonging to the times of the King are found here; many of these are sent elsewhere. In V.S. 919 Acharya
Shri Shilankacharya wrote a commentary on the “Acharanga Sutra”. The ancient work “Sushruta” was
composed here. It was again in this village that in V.S. 1228 Parshvanaga, the pupil of Saiddhanti
Yakshadeva wrote commentaries on “Shravaka Pratikramana Sutra” on palm-leaves under his
patronage. Just the same way in V.S. 1305 the commentary on “Upangapanchaka” was composed here.
So many other works are also written here. Again, there are clear indications that this town must have
been the very centre, and an important one, of so many religious activities of the Jainas and the several
Jain temples must have been built here. The art of the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanatha Prabhu
over here is so very unique as if Shri Prabhu himself is present with a smiling face before the devotees.
Such is the experience of the devotees. The group of idols too is very large.
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37. SHRI UPARIYALA TIRTHA (SHRI ADEESHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The time of this tirtha is believed to be the 15th century before the Vikrama era. The tirtha is referred
to in the “Chaitya Paripati” written by Shri Jayasagaraji Upadhyaya in the 15th century (V.S.) There are
references to the construction of Jaina temples at several places in the 16th century. InV.S. 1919, on the
15th day of Vaishakh, a farmer of this village, Ratna Kumbhara, had, in a dream, indications of Jaina idols
lying buried in the fields. The idols revealed themselves when the work of digging was done. In Utter
devotion and respect, he presented the Shravakas with these idols. The Shravakas accepted these with
joy and ceremoniously installed them on the Kartiki purnima day in V.S. 1920. Here presides the idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvar Bhagavan; of sandalwood colour, 76 cms. in height and in Padmasana
posture. Marble statues of Shantinath Bhagavan on the right in white colour, of Parshvanath Bhagavan
on the leftin yellow colour and of Neminath Bhagavan beneath Shri Mulanayaka in black can be seen. In
the assembly pandal we have very beautiful and artistic scenery in marble of Sametashikharaand Girnar
mountain. There is a fort 42 feet long and 37 ft. wide round the temple. In the midst is the temple with its
basic inner apartment, the assembly pandal, three side-doors, with watch-gates, one peak, four domes
and the middle watch-gate in Samarana structure. In V.S. 1944, Shri Prabhu was ceremoniously installed
in the newly constructed temple on the thirteenth day of the bright half of the month Maha. A constant
lamp-flame is shining for the last so many years and a fair is held on the eighth day of the bright half of
Falguna every year.
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38. SHRI BHOYANI TIRTHA (SHRI MALLINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is in the vicinity of the Bhoyani village situated at a distance of 8 kms. from Kadi on the
Kalol-Bahucharaji way. Here we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mallinath Bhagavan; white in
complexion, 104 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. There was a time when the place was known
as Padmavatinagar. The broken ruins and idols found here indicate that this spot is ancient and that there
were many Jain temples over here. The miraculous idol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Mallinatha was
unearthed when a well was being dug in a field in V.S. 1930. A beautiful, majestic Jain temple was
constructed and in all joy and enthusiasm, the idol was ceremoniously installed, on the tenth day of the
bright half of the month Maha in V.S. 1943. It has a unique art and charm of its own; blesses the viewers,
the Jivas of this mortal world suffering from sorrows experience extreme calm here. Thistemple has three
peaks which are wide and lovely. The original inner apartment and the festival pandal are very wide. The
decorated watch-gates on the doors on three sides add to the majesty of the temple. Every year, on the
tenth day of the bright half of the month of Maha and on the Purnima of Shravana, the blessed day of the
birth of Shri Bhagavan, fairs are held and devotees throng here inthousands. At this spotso many ruins lie
scattered. One other idol, 3% ft. in height and extremely artistic is acquired. A cluster of hairs on the
shoulders creates an impression that the idol is of Bhagavan Rushabhadeva. Other idols are also found.
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39. SHRI SERISA TIRTHA (SHRI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Shri Serisa tirtha is situated on the eastern side of Serisa town situated at a distance of 8 kms. from
Kalol on the Ahmedabad Mehsana road. Here we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath
Bhagavan; black in complexion, 165 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. It is said that at one time
Serisa was a part of Sonpurtown. To-day we have no trace of the existence of Sonpur, Serisa is renowned
even to-day as a majestic and beautiful tirtha. The ruins, remnants, pillars etc. visible here seem to belong
to old past. In the 18th century of the emanicipation of Lord Mahavira, Shri Devendra Suriji
ceremoniously installed this image of Shri Parshva Prabhu, as one reference tells us. As one inscription
available here tells us, in the thirteenth century of the Vikrama era, Vastupal-Tejpal of Gujarat got the
image of Shri Neminatha Bhagavan ceremoniously installed in this sacred tirtha for the uplift of his
brother Maladeva as also that of his son Punasinha in this great tirtha. Shri Lavanyasamaya, a poet
amongst poets, composed, in all devotion a eulogistic poem, Stavana-on Serisa Tirtha in V.S. 1562. Now
and again repairs and renovation continued to take place in this tirtha, broke down because of the attacks
of muslims. Shri Sarabhai Dahyabhai, a Shreshthi from Ahmedabad got constructed a new Jina temple
and in V.S. 2002, the new temple was ceremoniously installed and inaugurated at the auspicious hands of
the upholder of the tirthas, an emperor in the Jaina order Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji Maharaj on the
tenth day of the bright half of Vaishakh, through the firm of Sheth Anandaji Kalyanji. The original
sanctuary of the temple was constructed in red stone of Jodhpur and its festival-pandal was constructed
in Makrana stones. The image of Bhagavan Parshvanath installed in the underground cellar is extremely
beautiful.
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40. SHRI IDAR TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

Besides being a tirtha of antiquity Shri Idar tirtha, situated in the midst of mountains encircled by
exquisite charms of nature, is also renowned because it is the birth-place of famous revered Acharyas
and liberal Shravakas. In this tirtha we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Shantinath Bhagavan; whitein
complexion, about 68 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The whole temple looks like a divine
plane; 160 ft. in length, 125ft. in breadth and 55 ft. in height. Modern Idar town is not situated at its original
spot. Actually, the remnants of the ancient Idar lie in the valley of the montain in the north of the present
town. They are silent evidence of history. We have a reference which states that 285 years after the
emancipation of Bhagavan Mahavira, King Samprati got ceremoniously installed this idol of Shri
Shantinath Bhagavan. Shri Jinapatisuri, of the days of King Ku marapala has written in "“Tirthamala” that
Kumarpala got installed, on the Idar mountain, idol of the first Jineshvara. “Stavana of Rishabhadeva of
Idar” composed by Muni Sundarasuri states that Govinda Shreshti had got renovated the temple
constructed by king Kumarapala. Thereafter, in V.S. 1681, Acharya Shri Vijayadeva Surishvaraji
ceremoniously installed a new idol of Shri Adeeshvara Prabhu as another reference tells us. After the
seventeenth century Shri Sangha repaired and renovated it and installed the image of Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan. The last renovation of the temple took place at the auspicous hands of revered Acharya Shri
Vijayalabdhisurishvaraji Maharaj in V.S. 1970. Devotees experience here a unique peace of mind by the
sanctifying DARSHAN of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Shantinath.

¥o. sl §&2 dld (slailiwa cwiai)

wella wslAdl ysd wstdil 922 20dq Al § dled wall il uiedaug 208 vieud opiddl ¢ ssadl sasi-d o HH[H
sl 518 [AAN dllza 4d B, 21 dlfui ya-uas glailf-ua eoasdl 234 aslll @diel € ¢ 2, 6Ll ueHizea W
AL 6. 21 (2R 2l 0wl 8. 3l dous 150 g2, welousd 124 g2 drt Gl wu g2 8. 241% +{, O R VL Wl
0 4R Al Wl SRALSAAN dl 2%t 82+ Griz Bauni usisl AR2lni Wie 8. vi 24N % 21 SRS Y5
Uell 8. et ol (Falet 2 ex e oue 3l 2 2o latilf-ug e wReu-l wErst sl sdlsidl Gedv
AL, UR HORIM SR 3 [t ol Byl i a8 3 $:BIR w SHRWA ot d e HBmi
ue [genar 2l sul. Al yigylRal 28an ‘St mucRa adan "M g wd sitidan iR el g1z i s Al
sl ddll Gedw 8. 9 uedl (4,30 15 il 3l Brrugaxfl s it sl audlsaz wepdl -l ufew wRlsd sui-i wal
Geav 8. 104l el usdl 4ll e gL Rl 59 el 4l v Ani Al Wil oot WEm URRsA 52 udl.
AL A el i (320 1co0Mi Y. Al [AorualPuzifl saze 1oL s adl sl vl Yarius oo AR Yar
el M5t 2 2ueulPs Al 2o 53 8,

- i i

dlddeni-¥o () diesiusmanadlal, 208 g FRR - oS
(1) LAl 2a. Ysibd A Riaid adld- st (%) oruoid e %A, 2041 e Gua AR - 4ous
(2) VledRaaarud e, BRe, du -uaw (v) dadd siRaa e s agdadad sragii Ak

93



e A R S . e g 8 i .

41. SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN (sABi-ua ®aiai-)

94



41. SHRI BHOROL TIRTHA (SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha stands in the very heart of Bhorol situated at a distance of 60 kms. from Deesa. Here stands
an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminath Bhagavan; black in complexion, about 76 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. In ancient days this tirtha was known by the names Pipalpur-Patan, Pipalagrama
etc. So many ancient images and remnants excavated from the land over here stand as an evidence of the
fact that this tirtha is very old. There was a time when there were so many Jain temples and places of
residence of Jain Shravakas. It seems that upto the fifteenth century this tirtha was very rich and
gorgeous. The idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminath Bhagavan is highly impressive and full of miracles.
Fairs are held here every year on the fifteenth day of Kartak and Chaitra. All other idols of the tirtha were
excavated from the ground. We have here unbroken images of the times of King Samprati; extremely
charming. We have a reference which tells us that at the instance of the sermonizing of Acharya Shri
Punyatilaka surishvaraji, Sheth Punjalal of Shrimal got constructed atemplein V.S. 1302 outside the city;
with 1444 pillars and 72 shrines for Gods. Earlier in V.S. 1261, Shri Jayaprabhu surishvaraji
ceremoniously installed an image of Shri Neminath Bhagavan as another reference tells us. Thus, it is
clear that the temple must have been in existence earlier before Sheth Punjalal got constructed this vast
temple. In V.S. 1922, on the third day of the bright half of Bhadrapada, a broken hillock of an old tank was
dug and from it an unbroken idol of Shri Neminath Bhagavan in black complexion was found. It was
installed in the Bhorol temple. Both Jains and non-Jains propitiate it in all faith and devotion.
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42. SHRI KALIKUNDA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN (slls[a§s wad-ua caair)
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42. SHRI DHOLAKA TIRTHA (SHRI KALIKUNDA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The ancient name of Dholka was Dhavalakapura and according to the stories current there, this
Dholka is the Viratanagara of the times of Mahabharata period. To-day there are three Jain temples in this
ancient town. The Jina temple got constructed by Vastupal-Tejpal is situated in Ambaji Pole. To-day, in
this temple we have an idol of Shri Sumatinath Bhagavan; % ft. in height, tawny in colour and with
PARIKARA. Shri Shantinath Bhagavan isinstalledina temple with a dome and a unique type of structure,
in Panchabhai Pole. In Bhala Pole we have a domestic temple of Shri Adishvara Bhagavan; pretty old.
This town is the birth-place of the renowned Acharya Dada Shri Jinadattasuri and the place of initiation
into monkhood of the most revered Acharya Shri Dharmadev Upadhyaya. Vastupal-Tejpal, Pethadashah.
Jivanashah and other Shreshthis are also known to have constructed Jina temples.

Shri Kalikunda Parshvanath Tirtha is situated at a distance of one km. from the station Dholaka. Here
we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Kalikunda Parshvanath Bhagavan; white in complexion, about
120 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. Inthe limbs of this image there lies such unsually exquisite
art that we would have the impression that Shri Prabhu is obliging, by his sweet smile, his devotees who
view him attentively. In the 12th century, so many renowned Acharayas paid a visit to this Tirtha and got
several Jina temples duly constructed. The idol of Shri Kalikund Parshvanath Bhagavan is pretty old. We
have no information or record as to who ceremoniously installed it and when.
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43. SHRI SARKHEJ TIRTHA (SHRI VASUPUJYA BHAGAVAN)

The tirthais situated in Sarkhejthat is at a distance of some eight kms. from Ahmedabad. Thistirthais
sanctified by the touch of the feet of so many learned divine Acharyas like Shri Hiravijayasurishvaraji
Maharaj who delivered sermons to emperor Akbar. Here Shri Premabhai Hemabhai constructed a new
Jina temple and ceremoniously installed MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Vasupujya in V.S. 1911. An
inscription of V.S. 1903 is found on the idol. We have here 5 idols of stone and eight of metal. The placeis.
really charming. The renovation of this temple was done at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri
Vijayachandrodayasurishvaraji in the line of Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji—Vijnanakasturasuri. Here,
gorgeous images of Shri Padmavatidevi and Chakkreshvaridevi are installed and thousands of pilgrims
fulfil their cherished desires by their DARSHAN. Here we have a residential accomodation, Pathashala,
Upashraya etc.

Sarkhej and its Jina temple are referred to in the ancient Chaitya tradition and also Hirasurirasa. Itis
therefore very much likely that the town and the Jina temple must have been existent in the 12th or 13th
century. Revered Acharya, groups of munis who grace Ahmedabad by their visits also pay a visit to
Sarkhej when they proceed further. Again, many Sanghas and groups of Ahmedabad pay a visit to
Sarkhej and reap, the benefit of devotion to Shri Jina.
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44. SHRI KARNAVATI TIRTHA (AHMEDABAD) (SHRI DHARMANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Hatheesing Vadi outside the Delhi gate in Ahmedabad city. The
architecture of this Jinatemple holds aunique place and greatness. Unusually fine indeed is the beauty of
this vast complex with fifty two Jina temples. There is no equal of its structure and its art and architecture
bring to our memory, the temples at Abu-Delvada. Fergusson, James Samulson, Ananda Kumaraswami
and Ratnamanirao Jote etc. have freely eulogized it. There is a fine pandal with one storey on the
complex. The carving on the middling pandal and underground cellar is the best to be had. Thereis an
upper floor and underground cellar. The art of the divine plane is also pleasing and artistic. The gods and
goddesses installed on the outskirts are simply charming. There is here an abundance of gorgeous
ornaments, lovely shapes, delightful beauty and girdles with types full of variety. Nertwork of windows is
in abundance. There is no end to extremely elevated carving with exiquisite taste. On the death of Sheth
Hutheesing his wife Harakunvar spent lakhs of rupees on the temple and held a 21 day celebration on a
vast scale and got the installation ceremony performed at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri
Shantisagara surishvaraji on the sacred eleventh day of the bright half of Maha in V.S. 1903.

Atone time this city was a centre of the Jaina faith. In the 10th century there was here a vast temple of
Parshvanath Bhagavan. Minister Udayana constructed here a vasta Jain temple “Udayana Vihara" by
name. Jain temples here were in hundreds. To-day also there are more than 225 Jina temples over here.
Of all the temples in the city the temple of Shri Sambhavanatha is considered to be the oldest of the Jaina
temples.
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45. SHRI MATARA TIRTHA (SACHA DEV SHRI SUMATINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the heart of the village Matar on the main road. It has the idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Sumatinath Bhagavan; white in complexion, some 16 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. The history of the idol of Sacha Deva Shri Sumatinath Prabhu is miraculous and full
of all interest. The idol revealed itself from the ground of Sihunja Village in the vicinity of Mahudha in
Kheda district. There is evidence of writing which states that its ceremonious installation was performed
on a Sunday on the seventh day of the bright half of the month of Vaishakh in V.S. 1523. This miraculous
idol was brought to Matar. A majestic temple was constructed here and a second religious installation
took place on a Thursday on the third day of the bright half of the month of Jethin V.S. 1854. The idol was
placed in a Chariot and brought to Matar from Sihunj. Just at the time, there was very heavy rain on the
confluence of the rivers Vatrak and Shedhi. But the charioteer saw only sands in place of rain-water,
proceeded, and all the devotees who followed forded river without any obstacle whatsoever. All devotees
proclaimed victory in all delight—"“This is the True God!" and from that day the god became known as
Sacha Deva Sumatinath on all sides. So many stories of later miracles follow. In V.S. 1977 the fifty two
temples were again renovated and the religious ceremonies of installation and ANJANASHALAKA took
place. In this Shri Jamnabhai Bhagubhai took leading part. The temple of the MULANAYAKA was re-
installed cermoniously on the fifth day of the bright half of Vaishakh in the year V.S. 2007 at the auspicious
hands of Acharyashri Vijayasiddhisurishvaraji. In front of this idol, in the underground Cellar there are
five idols of Sumatinath Bhagavan. Idol of a goddess of the 12th-13th century is also found in the temple.
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46. SHRI PAROLI TIRTHA (SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated at a distance of just 16 kms. from Vejalpur near Godhra. Here, in the heart of the
town there stands the temple with an ancient idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminath Bhagavan. The
history of this divine image is as old as history and full of miracles. The Prabhu here is known as “Sacha
Deva Shri Neminath”; the art of the idol is extremely pleasing. It is said that in the times of Sultan
Mahummad Begada, in V.S. 1540, the idol was in Dhaneshvar village. It was kept well protected in the river
through the fear of attacks by muslims. After a lapse of some years the family members of Shri Nathabhai
of Chhani village got an indication about the idol in a dream. On excavation, the idol of Shri Neminath
Bhagavan revealed itself. Residents of Vejalpur and other villages insisted on taking the idol to theirown
villages. Ultimately it was resolved and accepted that the sacred idol should be installed in a cart and a
temple be constructed where the cart stopped. It is said that the cart stopped at this spotin Parolivillage.
The Shri Sangha of the place therefore constructed this majestic temple and ceremoniously installed the
idol therein. So many non-Jain devotees also come here for DARSHAN. Devotees here experience that
Sacha Deva Bhagavan Neminath has showered limitless favour on them.
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47. SHRI STAMBHANA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN (#lladett wad-ua apiai-)




47. SHRI KHAMBHATA TIRTHA (SHRI STAMBHANA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

In this tirtha, situated in the Kharvada Mohalla of the city of Khambhat, we have an idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Stambhana Parshvanath Bhagavan; dark-blue in complexion, 23 cms. in height and
in Padmasana posture. There was atime when the flag of sixty four ports was fluttering here. Contribution
of liberal Shreshthis was vital in the prosperity of the port-city, the ancient name of which was
Trambavatinagari. History of the impressive divine idol is written in letters of gold in the Scriptures. So
many miraculous events took place here from the time of the 20th to the 24th Tirthankara. Then, foryears
the idols remained invisible. In V.S. 1111, Navangi commentator Shri Abhayadevasurishvaraji had divine
inspiration; when the ruling deities were propitiated and pleased the idols revealed themselves before
him. According to an Inscription found in the presenttemple, in V.S. 1165, the wife Bidada of Khela Sheth
of the Modh family got constructed this majestic temple of Shri Stambhana Parshvanathain V.S. 1165. In
V.S. 1650, the Shri Sangha reconstructed the whole temple in all enthusiasm. Then the tirtha was
renovated several times. Its last renovation took place in V.S. 1984 at the sacred hands of Acharya Shri
Vijayanemisurishvaraji Maharaj. In Khambhata there are other 64 Jina temples. The Smrutimandir of Shri
Hemachandracharya is also found here. It is said that the body of Shri Abhayadevasurishvaraji was freed
from disease when he applied the bathing-water of the idol on his body. Kalikalasarvajna
Hemchandracharya Maharaj was initiated into monkhood here and minister Udayana spread Jainism
from here. This is also the birth-place of th poet Rishabhadasa.
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48. SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN AND SHRI DHARMANATH BHAGAVAN
(s02ufl2az oprai dun sludi-ug adt)
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48. SHRI KAVI TIRTHA
(SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN AND SHRI DHARMANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated on the sea-shore in the vicinity of Kavi village which is at a distance of 96 kms.
from Baroda and 80 kms. from Broach. The ancient name of Kavi is Kanakavati. It has two vast Jina
temples; one is named Sarvajitaprasad and the other Ratnatilakaprasad. In the former resides
MULANAYAKA Shri Rushabhadeva Bhagavan. Its renovation took place at the auspicious hands of Shri
Vijayasenasurishvaraji in V.S. 1649. At this time Shreshthi Badua Gandhi converted this temple of wood
and bricks into a majestic temple with peaks of stone. The temple is 90 ft. on east-west and 61 ft. in north
and south in length and breadth.

The temple of Shri Dharmanatha Bhagavan was got constructed by Smt. Virabai, the wife of Shri
Kunvarji Gandhi, a descendent of Ladaka Gandhi, in V.S. 1655. Its ceremonious installation took place at
the auspicious hands of revered Acharya Shri Vijayasenasurishvaraji. In this temple, Shri Dharmanath
Bhagavan presides as Mulanayaka. This temple has a tall peak and 52 small temples of gods. It is stated
that this temple was named as Ratnatilakaprasad. Now and again the temple is renovated and repaired.
According to an anecdote, this is known as a temple of mother-in-law and daugther-in-law. There was a
rivalry between Smt. Hirabai and her daugther-in-law Veerabhai and this resulted in the construction of
this temple. The art of the peaks of the temple as also the atmosphere all-around is very beautiful and
inspires sacred feelings.
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49. SHRI GANDHARA TIRTHA (SHRI AMIJHARA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated on the sea-shore near the Gandhara village at a distance of 26 kms. from
Broach; in the jungle in the midst of beautiful and impressive natural surroundin gs. Here we have an idol
of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan; white in complexion, in Padmasana posture. Therewas a
time when Gandhara was renowned as a port. There were many Jinatemples and quite agood population
of Shravakas. According to the Inscription on the idol installed here, the idol was ceremoniously insalled
at the hands of Jagadguru Shri Hiravijayasuriji in the seventeenth century of the Vikrama era; he was
present here for CHATURMASA along with his vast group of pupils. The Moghul emperor Akbar invited
him to Fattehapur Sikri and he accepted the invitation on the advice of the Sangha and its consent,
considering the possibility of spread of Dharma. In the beginning of the 18th century, pirates from
Khambhat looted this place and burnt it. To-day, such ruins are visible round the place. In the ancient
days there were two temples over here—One of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Swami and the other of Shri
Amijhara Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan. Records available show that the former was of wood and raised in
V.S. 1500. When the temple grew old and was in ruins, Harakunvar Shethani gotit repaired and renovated
in V.S. 1810. Thereafter, when there were cracks in the walls and saltishness was visible, Shri Sanghagot
itrepaired again. Atadistance of 19 kms. from here there is the village Dahejwhere many of the idols were
taken from Gandhar. Prominent amongst these is the 30 cms. high image of Shri Hiravijayasuriji.
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50. SHRI BHARUCH TIRTHA (SHRI MUNISUVRATASWAMI BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Bharuch city on the rail and road path, in the Shrimali Pole. Here we see
the idol of Muni Suvrata Swami; black in complexion and in Padmasana posture. In the history of the
Jainas, this ancient city is important from many points of view. Guru Gautama Swami has eulogized Muni
Suvrata Swami, who is installed in Bharuch, in his “Jagachintamani Stotra” composed on the eight
tirthas, Bhagavan Muni Suvrata Swami gave sermons to a horse here itself. Further, many prominent
Acharyas have raised temples in this tirtha and have composed works also. At so many places do we
come across ancient pieces of art because this is an ancient town.

In Bharuch we are shown the Ashvavabodha tirtha of the times of Muni Suvrata Swami, Shakunika
Vihara of princess Sudarshana of Simhaladvipa and also the Vihara which was ceremoniously raised by
Acharya Hemchandra in which Kumarapala has waved ARATI: is now coverted into a mosque. In the
opinion of the archaeologists, the Jamamasjid of present Bharuch is probably this ancient temple. It is
believed that in times of such invasions the idol of Shri Prabhu was kept at a safe spot, and, as time
passed, new temples were constructed and the old idols were installed. To-day the idol is found in the
new temple. There are here eleven other temples besides this.
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51. SHRI JHAGADIYA TIRTHA (SHRI ADINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Jhagadia village which is at a distance of 32 kms. from Bharuch on the
Ankleshvar-Rajpipla road. Here is installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adinath Bhagavan; white in
complexion, 104 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. Though a little small in size the idol is in no
way less charming. Again, the art and architecture of the peaks of the temple as also the entrance gate is
really excellent to view. An idol of Shri Chakreshvari Devi was unearthed from a field nearby in V.S. 1921.
On this we have an inscription of the 10th day of the bright half of the month of Maha in V.S. 1200. The
detail discovered is that the image was installed by Mantri Shri Pruthvipala. In V.S. 1928, the then King
Shri Gambhirasinhaji ceremoniously re-installed it. In administration of the temple Shravakas got it from
Rana Chhatrasinha and once more repaired and renovated the temple.

It is said that on learning of the procurement of ancient idols by the Rana, Shravakas of Baroda and
Bharuch approached the Rana to get possession of these. The Rana said that the absence of a Jina
temple or the house of Jaina householder is indeed very painful. But handing over the idols to others
would be a blot on the state. The Rana therefore gave all facilities of business to the Shravakas and
constructed the temple. He looked after the care of the temple for thirty years and then handed it over to
Shri Sangha.
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52. SHRI AMAROLI TIRTHA (SHRI VASUPUJYA BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated in the Amaroli village which is north of Surat. Here we have an idol of Shri
Vasupujya Bhagavan with a PARIKARA; white in complexion. The temple constructed recently with its
peaks is simply beautiful and lustrous. In the festival-pandal of the temple there are two majestic idols of
Shri Nageshvar Parshvanath and Shri Adinath Bhagavan. The idols are 81 inches in height and of black
complexion. The idols satiate fully the eyes and hearts of the visiting pilgrims. With the efforts of the local
Sangha and the inspiration of most revered Acharya Shri Vijaychandrodaya Surishvaraji, on the seventh |
day of the bright half of the month of Vaishakh in V.S. 2038 the new Jina temple was ceremoniously
inaugurated. The Amroli village was given an award as an ideal village. The first President of India, Dr. i
Rajendra Prasad paid a visit to the village and was deeply impressed. So many activities of public welfare [I
are undertaken here. Under the inspiration of Acharya Maharaj Shri Vijayachandrodayasuriji, a Jain |
nagara is under construction at a cost of a crore of rupees. We have here the best facility of Dharmashala }
and canteen.
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53. SHRI AGAMAMANDIR-SURAT TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

The Agama-mandir in constructed under the good preaching of most revered Agamoddharaka
Acharya Shri Anandasagarasurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb. In this temple, 45 Agamas are carved on copper-
plates and these are nicely portrayed on the walls. A figure of Agamapurusha is also prepared by lofty
imagination. Side by side 45 Agamas are preserved at one place.

In this Agama-mandir we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Swami Bhagavan. In the cellar
we see an idol of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan, while on the Upper storey we have an idol of Shri Adishvar
Bhagavan. There are other 120 attractive idols. Side by side with this there is Siddhachakramandal in two
lotus shapes. Colours are painted according to the colours of the five Parameshthis. Thousands of
pilgrims are attracted to this place of pilgrimage.
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54. SHRI 108 JAINA-TIRTHADARSHAN MANDIR SURAT
(SHRI SUVIDHINATH BHAGAVAN)

The Jina temple of Shri Suvidhinath Bhagavan, in the Desai Pole, Surat, is one of the famous 108
tirthas of India. At the time when the Managing Trustee of the Jain firm of Desai Pole, Sheth Shri
Dahyabhai Ratanchand Kinariwala and the worthy Muni Shri Kushalachandravijayaji Maharaj Saheb
were looking after the repairs of the temple, one good thought struck in their mind. They nourished a
sacred thought that since the original salutation mantra consists of 68 letters, MULANAYAKAS of 68
tirthas throuhgout India be selected and their pictures be made and exhibited, so that devotees can have
the benefit of their magnanimous, awe-inspiring sacred DARSHANA. They gave expression to this their
feeling before the late most revered Acharya Shri Vijnanasurishvaraji Maharaj and revered Acharya Shri
Vijayakasturisurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb (Present Acharya). They gave their consent and opined that a
complex not of 68tirthas but of 108 tirthas should be created. Thus, a unique guidance was available from
the great munis. Sheth Shri Dahyabhai Ratanchand Kinariwala started his work in no time. Extremely
expressive images of two to three feet and captivating to the eyes were got prepared. On Sunday, the
second day of the dark half of Kartika in V.S. 2024, the fourfold Sangha was present. Ceremonious
opening took place at the sacred hands of most revered Acharayashri Vijayakasturasurishvaraji Maharaj
and Upadhyaya Vijaychandrodayaganiji.
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55. SHRI DELVADA (ABU) TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN)

At a height, some 1220 metres above mean sea level, in the lap of Mount Abu is situated the Delvada
Tirtha, which is famous as a tirtha of renown, not only in India but in the whole world. The art and
architecture carved in the temple over here, enraptures and captivates equally the residents of India and
abroad both. There is no temple in the whole of India which can be equal to the architectural beauty of
Vimalavasahi. Three great Jainas are associated with the construction of these temples. They are
Vimalashah, Vastupal and Tejapal. The Mantri of King Bhimadev of Guijarat, Shri Vimalashah got
constructed these temples at a total cost of Rs. 18 crores and 53 lakhs. The temple, renowned as
Vimalavashi in the whole world, continued also to be repaired and renovated. No words can possibly
describe the delicacy, subtlety and nicety of the sculpture work of the ceilings of the temples, their
domes, doors, pillars, arched gates, and walls; it captivates the eyes and heart and creates an experience
of divinity in us. Just in front of this Vastupal-Tejpal got constructed, at an expense of thirteen crores and
55 lakh rupees, the temple complex known as Lavanyavasahi and got its ceremonious inauguration
performed at the hands of Shri Vijayasenasurishvaraji. Both the brothers were heoric and liberal.
Vastupal was a poet. Awe-inspiring indeed is the loveliness of the delicate engraving and architecture
that oozes out. The life of Shri Krishna, dancing girls, groups of singing girls and the images in the
porticos of Derani-Jethani are some peculiar traits over here. There are also Pitalhar, Shri Mahavir
Bhagavan and Kharataravasahi temples. According to the Jainascriptures, this is an old important tirtha.
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56. SHRI ACHALGADH TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the castle got constructed by Rana Kumbha on the highest peak of Mount
Abu. It gives a unique type of experience of spiritualism to pilgrims because of the charming nature all-
around and complete peace. In the tirtha we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvar Bhagavan; of
golden colour, about 1.5 metre in height, of metal and in Padmasana posture. This castle was constructed
by Rana Kumbha in V.S. 1509. The temple of Chaumukhiji was constructed by Sahasa, the son of
Sanghavi Saliga, afinhabitant of Achalgadh. He also got carved a metal idol of Rishabhdeva Bhagavan
and got it ceremoniously inaugurated on the foruth day of the dark half of Vaishakh in V.S. 1518, as one
record tells us. The idol at the entrance in the eastern direction was constructed by the Sangha of the
village. The idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvar Bhagavan was constructed by Karmade and was
ceremoniously installed in V.S. 1518. The extremely lovely idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvar
Bhagavan was ceremoniously installed in V.S. 1529, at the auspicious hands of Shri Lakshmisagarasuriji.
All these idols equal in shape and size, are simply majestic and attractive. We also find an idol of
Pundarikaswami. There are three other temples also.
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57. SHRI KUMBHARIAJI TIRTHA (SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN)

Thistirtha is situated in a jungle with fine natural beauty all-around on the Danta Road at a distance of
24 kms. from Abu Road Railway Station and one km. from Ambaiji. It is in the midst of mountains. Here we
have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminatha Bhagavan; white in complexion, 2.13 metres in heightand
in Padmasana posture. From the stone Inscription it is learnt that right upto the 17th century of the
Vikrama era, this village was famous as Arasana and there was also a time when this was a vast city having.
hundreds of Jina temples. To-day there are only five temples. Again no authentic information is available
on howthe ancient name of Arasana was converted to Kumbhariyaji. The sculptural art of this Jina temple
is indeed of very high order and it immediately puts in our mind the temples at Delvada, Ranakpur and
Jaisalmer. A uniquely varied art is visible in the temple of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminath Bhagavan.
According to the Tapagaccha Pattavali, Shri Vadi Devasuriji had got the ceremonious installation of the
idol of Shri Neminath Bhagavan done at Arasana between V.S. 1174 and 1226. There is a verse in the
"Upadesha saptati” which states that Shri Pasila, the son of Goga Mantri constructed the temple of Shri
Neminath Bhagavan and got the installation ceremony performed at the auspicious hands of Shri Vadi
Devasuriji. In the waist bands, thrones and Shrines of other temples we get records of the periods
between V.S. 1118 and 1138. The present temple is of the 12th century. Just adjoining this temple, there
are four other vastand artistic Jinatemples. In these the subtle scu Iptural art of the ceiling of the temple of
Shri Mahavira Bhagavan is really pleasnt to view. In this, so many events such as the fourteen dreams of
Trishalamata, Shri Parshvanath explaining the doctrine of non-violence to Kamatha Yogi, the five
Kalyanakas of Shri Neminath, the SAMAVASARANA of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan etc. are very
effectively carved and drawn. Ancient art of the temples of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan and Shri
Sambhavanath Bhagavan is also exquisite.
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58. SHRI JIRAWALA TIRTHA (SHRI JIRAWALA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The Jirawala tirtha lies in the lap of the Jirapalli hill of the Aravalli mountain range at adistance of 48
kms. from Abu Road. A view of the 52 Jinalaya temple over there is really appealing. Here we have an idol
of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan; white in complexion, some 18 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. In the Jain Scriptures this town is referred to as Jiravalli, Jirapalli, Jurikavalli,
Jairapalli etc. This temple was got constructed by Shethshri Amarasa of Kodinagarin V.S. 326. It is said
that Amarasa had a DARSHAN in dream of the presiding deity of Parshvanath and he gave an indication
of the idol of Shri Parshvanath lying underground. A similar dream came to Acharyashri Devasurivara.
Acharyashri and Amarasa excavated at the place indicated and unearthed the idol of Shri Parshvanath
Prabhu. There itself a temple was constructed in V.S. 331 and the installation ceremony was performed at
the auspicious hands of Shri Devasurivara. Several other installations followed in the centuries to come.
The last installation was held at the auspicious hands of Shri Trilokavijayaji in the bright half of the
Vaishakh of V.S. 2020. In the Inscriptions, the stotras composed by Acharyas and in the Chaitya tradition
the name of Parshvanath Bhagavan comes upto V.S. 1891, but its history is not traceable, one reason
there of could be muslim invasions. In the Jaina Scriptures, Parshvanatha s referred to and idols of these
108 are installed in 52 shrines. The Jirawala Gaccha was established in this town.

e, ol waaa did (slwuad wsda opa)

s el we (5. ol graudd sll waiaan dle sracdl wdduodl @reiedl Aot wsisl Renizudd 8. v oiast By
e e cuaysl O, wdl 3a-uus ol e wad-uy epiail 2ad qgidlaied 1¢ AL Gl wams WM D, B4
ARAML 2L 1L Gedt wr1acdl, uved], gRs1acd] v wuizrued] Fai il 1ot 8. w01 4B (@, 6 32¢ui 514

Ot 26 Al AHAUBL oAU, Sef, AHARUA WA 1ALl wRSIUS Badl el aui A opielui 23] wadyoyl
Al A5 vl suAeisll £ayRAR HA wRLvUd % 2 2] v, uarisll 2 vt AR 20 w2 R 534
el Wl uitd 53 AL Bl A AR 7 HER L Feiiat sue] w4 [, 2 3314 Hl 2ayRarm -
2 drfl wldnst 2wt .2 ulatds ulavst szamizudl. Sedl ulsi [, 6. 202041 durt 3eni 2l Brdls@osug-u i

Ut od. ol L RedMl, s eoddt 2 3dn ol dn o auRudlii Duadl wed-im oot m [, .

1t Ylluud B, wiqa -l Slasia Hadl 4l A vis e uam-i-pisie ue ol ase. Bl sloiaa
Ui ettt 10¢ Al WA AR suart 2N 2R B, 24 el spiddl A Adoid wudl yha ),

2L AARHL 2RAAL A6l AL 4 D,

dlefdg - ye (a) au YHrad »aAe URAR dgel yrd - {ols
(1) e et #Ar3Ae URAR dgel Yoet - oS (¥) awe Aaid #3348 YRR dgell Yad - Yot
(2) e Prtene 2323 WRAR dedl Y - 4ots (W) 2w N BaARAE WRAR drgell Y - 3oy

Jain Education International For Privgtgg Personal Use Only www.jainelibrary.org




—
L
A

2

E
(24
o
2
J
=T

S
=
<
>
<
O]
<
I
o
-
>
<
I
<
=
c
I
7
o
wn




59. SHRI BAMANVAD TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

Thistirtha is situated on a hillofamountainin a Jungle adjacentto Viravada which is at a distance of 7
kms. from Sihori Road in Rajasthan. Here we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan; of
coral colour, about 76 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The idol of Shri Prabhu is highly
impressive and lustrous. The hearts of devoted pilgrims set filled to the brim by devotion. Even the natural
beauty of the jungle all-around is pleasant. Itis said that at this spot there ocurred the calamity of pricking
of a wooden thorn in the ear. To-day we have foot-steps at the spot of this calamity. At this tirtha and spot
Acharya Nagarjunasuriji, Shri Skandilasuriji, Shri Padaliptasuriji and King Samprati used to come for
darshan.

The tirtha is also known by the name of Jivitaswami. According to the Tapagaccha Pattavali, king
Samprati constructed a temple over here. King Samprati had taken the vow to go for pilgrimage of five
tirthas four times in a year. The name of Bamanvad tirtha is included in his list. In V.S. 821 Poraval Mantri
Shri Samanta Shah got renovated this tirtha under the sermons of Shri Jayananda Suri. The tirtha is
eulogized in so many stotras and works. The tirtha must have been renovated several times. Recently its
re-renovation took place in 1979 A.D. on fifth may at the auspicious hands of Shri Sushilsurivarji. Very
attractive indeed is the PATTA of the 27 births of Bhagavan Mahavira carved in marble.
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60. SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN (3lasidlz ™aiai)
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60. SHRI DIYANA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is simply wonderful with full greenery and natural surroundings on all sides in the midst of
mountain-ranges on three sides. It is at a distance of 17 kms. from Sarupagunj and in hillocks in deep
forests. Here is installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan; white in complexion, 90 cms.
in height and in Padmasana posture. Here Shri Mahavira Swami is known as Jivitaswami. The idol is
simply miraculous. 48 shrines in the majestic temple are empty. There are two KAUSAGGIYA idols. On
one there is an Umbrella of five fangs and on the other of seven. There must have been quite a large
population here before the fifteenth century; no marked population is found here now. The idol of Shri
Bhagavan has five waist bands; below the idol Dharmachakra and two deer are carved. An inscription of
V.S. 1682 is also found.

One peculair trait of this tirtha is that it is believed to go as far as the times of Bhagavan Mahavira. Itis
one of the five tirthas in the Nani Marawadi. It is said that when Bhagavan Mahavira roamed here, he
remained in KAUSAGGA meditation here. His elder brother Nandivardhana, constructed a majestic
temple with 52 smaller temples of Jina and had installed this idol. The artistry of the idol proves that it is
ancient. We have an ancient Pata and writings of the 13th and 14th centuries are carved. We also have a
reference which states that Shri Parshvanatha Charitra was composed here.
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61. SHRI LOTANA TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated on a hillock near the Lotana village which is situated at a distance of 20 kms.
from the railway station of Shirohi Road in Rajasthan. Here we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Adishvar Bhagavan; white in complexion, 75 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The tirtha is an
ancient one, theidol of Shri Adishvara Prabhu is majestic and unique. It is important because it belongsto
the time of the 13th renovation of Shri Shatrunjaya tirtha. The idol with unequal artis rare to come across
anywhere else.

The ancient name of Lotana village is Latipurapattana or Lotanaka. One idol in standing posture
(Kayotsarga idol) is found carved an inscription of V.S. 1144. On two other idols of the same typeis found
awriting of the fifth day of the month Jeth of V.S. 1130. From this it is |earnt that the installation of this idol
was undertaken and completed by Durlabha, the son of Koreshvara. The idol of Shri Adishvara Prabhu
belongs to the period of the 13th renovation of the Shatrunjaya Mahtirtha. It is also said that it was
brought from Shatrunjaya and ceremoniously installed here. The last renovation took placein V.S. 2016.
The temple has the main inner appartment, a deep enclosed pandal, six chowkis, assembly pandal, peak,
Shrungara chowki and a fort. Situated as the temple is on a hillock near the Lotana village, the
atmosphere round the temple is simply delightful indeed!
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62. SHRI NANDIYA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

On the outskirts of the Nandiya town, situated at a distance of 10 kms. from the Sirohi Road railway
station, there are hills covered on all sides by exquisitely charming forests. Here we have an ancient tirtha
in the temple of which there is the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavira Bhagavan; 210 cms. in height and
in Padmasana posture. Nandiya was in the old days known as Nandigrama, Nandivardhanapura,
Nandipura etc. As one anecdote tells us, this village was raised by Nandivardhana the elder brother of
Bhagavan Mahavira. One other old story current is that the idol installed here belongs to the time of
Prabhu Mahavir Swami. The idol is so very much lustrous and artistic that the viewer will feel the very
presence of Shri Prabhu. All the idols of 52 Jinalaya are unique in art; the peaks of the temples also betray
a charm of their own, as they are in the midst of exquisite greenery and hills. The other name by which this
temple is known is Nandishvara Chaitya. Shri Dharanashah and Ratnashah, the patrons of the Ranakpur
tirtha were residents of this town. Stone Inscriptions on the pillars of the temple belong to a period
between V.S. 1130 and 1210. The temple was repaired and renovated in V.S. 1210 and later on also, from
time to time, it has been renovated. The tirtha is at a distance of 58 kms. from Sajjan Road station, and
there is no other temple except this tirtha here. But it seems that there must have been a time when this

spot was very prosperous.
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63. SHRI NANA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the heart of the Nana village, which is at a distance of 2.5 kms. from the
railway station of the same name. Here, in the temple, we have the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavira
Swami Bhagavan; white in complexion, almost 1.20 metres in height and in Padmasana posture. One trait
of the tirtha is that it is believed to belong to the period as early as of the times of Prabhu Mahavira. Again,
it is one of the five tirthas of Bamanvad. For this tirtha there is quite a right saying which means that the
tirtha is very rich and as old as the times of Shri Mahavira. The art of the idol and impressiveness is unique
in arched gate. The stone Patta of the ancient Nandishvara dvipa is extremely artistic. On it there is a
carved writing of V.S. 1274. The idol of the time of Shri Mahavira Prabhu is referred to as ceremoniously
installed by Shri Shantisurishvaraji on a Saturday, being the ninth day of the dark half of Maha V.S. 1505.
The town Nana was gifted to Narayan Moota, a descendent of minister Tribhuvan by King Amarsinh
Mayavira. Narayana gave, by way of a gift a water-wheel named Saharava for service and worship to the
temple. At this time Acharya Shri Surasinji, an Acharya in the Upakesha Gaccha, was living. One writing
is carved on the stone-inscription of the 7th day of the bright half of the Bhadrapada of V.S. 1659, and this
wheel is in the custody of the Jaina Sangha even to-day.
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64. SHRI KORATA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in a peaceful lovely forest on the outskirts of the Korata village that is at a
distance of 8 kms. from Shivaganj. The idol over here is that of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan;
about 135 cms. in height, white in complexion and in Padmasana posture. We get references in the
scriptures which state that the ceremonious installation of the temple took place seventy years after the
Nirvana of the last tirthankara Shri Bhagavan Mahavira at the auspicious hands of Shri Ratnaprabhasuriji
on Thursday, being the fifth day of the bright half of the month of Maha. Shri Ratnaprabhasuriji, the
person who established the Oswal family took to two forms by his miraculous lore and got the installation
of two temples at Korata and Osia both at the same sacred moment. Intheyear V.S. 1081, poet Dhanapala
of the court of king Bhoja, in his “Satyapuriya Shri Mahavirotsava”, described the Korata tirtha. We come
across a similar description of the tirtha in “Tirthamala” composed by the poet Meghagani in V.S. 1499.

. There is also a reference which states that in V.S. 1728, under the preaching of Shri Jayavijayaganj the
tirtha was repaired and renovated in V.S. 1728 and with the breaking of the ancient idol another one of
Shri Prabhu Mahavira was installed. When this idol was installed on the 15th day- PURNIMA- of
Vaishakha in 1959 at the auspicious hands of Shri Vijayarajendrasurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb. We also
come across references such as thesein V.S. 1252, minister Nahada got temples such as “Nahadavasahi”
etc. constructed. Korantaka Gaccha was raised in Korata town, once very prosperous, seventy years after
the NIRVANA of Bhagavan Mahavira. Thetown also has an ancient temple of Shri Adinath Bhagavan. The
art of some of the idols in the temple is exquisite.
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65. SHRI VARKANA TIRTHA (SHRI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The Varkana town is situated at a distance of 20 kms. from Falna station and 3 kms. from Rani station.
The tirthais in the heart of the town. This is considered to be one of the Tirthas in the Godavala Pancha-
tirthas. The sculptural beauty of its peak is unrivalled. The temple over here has anidol of MULANAYAKA
Shri Parshvanatha Bhagavan; white in complexion, some 30 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture.
The town was very much prosperous in the ancient days and was known as Varakanakapur or
Varakanakanagar. There were so many Jain temples over here. The tirtha was renovated, in the times of
Maharana Kumbha, by the Shreshthis of Shrimalapur. It is believed that the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Parshvanatha Bhagavan was installed here around V.S. 515. The idol is very attractive and conduces to
the annihilation of sins. On one of the pillars of the nine Chokis over here we have a carved writing of V.S.
1211. A stone Inscription of V.S. 1686 is found outside the gate. It refers to the abolition of pilgrim tax by
Rana Shri Jagatsinh of Mewad through the good offices of revered Acharya Shri Vijayadevasuri Maharaj.
Thetirtha is also referred to in the “Sakalatirtha-Stotra”. Every year a fair is held here on the tenth day of
the dark half of Magashirsha. No other Jaina temple is found in the town.
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66. SHRI MUCHHALA MAHAVIR TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

Dhanerav is situated at a distance of 40 kms. from Falna railway station and 50 kms. from Rani station:
itis at a distance of 21 kms. from Ranakpur and 12 kms. from Sadadi. Muchhala tirtha is at a distance of
five kms. from Dhanerav. It is considered to be a very ancient tirtha, though this cannot be confirmed in
the absence of any authentic Inscription. This is considered to be one of the tirthas in the Godwal
Panchatirtha. This ancient charming temple gives rise to unique feelings of devotion in the heart. The
pandals, pillars are artistically beautiful. Here we have an image of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavira
Bhagavan; it is white in complexion, some 120 cms. in height, and in Padmasana posture. The miracles of
this tirtha are world-renowned. Here, the Maharana of Udaipur came once for DARSHAN. When he was
applying TILAK on the forehead, he saw hairs in the bowl of Saffron. Maharana just laughed and
remarked; “It seems that Shri Bhagavan has a moustache”. The worshipper, deep in devotion to Shri
Prabhu replied - ‘Yes'l. The Maharana insisted to have darshan of Shri Prabhu with amoustache. He also
insisted on having darshan of Shri Prabhu with a moustache and that he would stay there for three days.
There were indeed clouds of calamity for the worshipper. He propitiated Shri Prabhu with his unstinted
devotion and Shri Prabhu gave darshan to the Maharana with a moustache. The tirtha thereafter came to
be known as Muchhala Mahavira tirtha. In this tirtha full of miracles, every year on the 13th day of the
bright half of Chaitra, a fair is held. The last renovation of this tirtha took place in V.S. 2017 and once more
in V.S. 2022.
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67. SHRI RANAKPUR TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVAR BHAGAVAN)

The Ranakpur tirtha is situated in the lap of the Aravalli hill ranges near the Maghai river. It has
acquired a unique co-ordination of the natural beauty and the man-made sculptural art. This tirtha has no
equal as far as expanse is concerned. Itis 313 feetin breadth and 290 feet in length. Still all facilities for air
and light are provided in it, - a surprise indeed for the architects of the whole world. In the temple we have
an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvara Bhagavan. It is white in complexion, about 180 cms, in height
and in Padmasana posture, it is very much impressive. The temple, of the style of NALINIGULMA plane,
was constructed by Dharanashah, who was very much religious and was inspired by revered Acharya
Somasundara Maharaj. Nalinigulama plane means a plane of Svargaloka, beautiful in all its parts. Dipaji,
the architect of Mundara village planned it. The construction of the temple started in V.S. 1446, it could
not be completed in fifty years. However, Shreshthi Shri Dharanashah, considering his own old age
performed the ceremonious installation of this temple in V.S. 1496, at the auspicious hands of revered
Acharya Shri Somasundarasuriji in all gaiety. A vast town came into being in the vicinity of this temple
Ranakpur by name. Later on the tirtha also came to be known by the same name. In V.S. 1499, there were
some 3000 houses of Shravakas. We have references which state that the Meghanada pandal was
constructed here and renovation took place. Under the sacred sermonizing of revered Acharya Shri
Hirajivijayasuriji Maharaj, who had been famous as AKABARA PRATIBODHA (i.e. one who awakened
the consciousness of the Jaina faith in Akbar by his sermons). This is the Chief tirtha of the five tirthas of
Godawal in Rajasthan. The firm of Anandaji Kalyanji got it repaired and renovated in V.S. 2009. The
temple is enriched by 84 shrines, 1444 pillars, four Meghanada pandals, five Merus, 32 arched gates,
Sahashrakuta Ashtapadas, four festival-pandals, nine Bhumigruhas and 38 thousand idols. This great
temple is therefore known as Trailokyadipakaprasada of Tribhuvanavihara. It was under the very much
appealing inspiration of monarch of the Jaina faith Acharyashri Vijayanemisurishvaraji that the firm of
Sheth Anandaji Kalyanaji repaired this tirtha constantly for eleven years, renovated it and made it world-
renowned.
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68. SHRI RATA MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN (sllact sgidl o4o1ai)
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68. SHRI HATHUNDI TIRTHA (SHRI RATA MAHAVIRA BHAGAVAN)

The Hathundi Tirtha in the Aravalli hills, is situated at a distance of 32 kms. from the Ranakpur tirtha,
28 kms. from Falna and 20 kms. from the Javaibandha railway station. Here in the temple is installed an
idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavira Bhagavan. It is red-coral in complexion, 13.5 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. This city, which was once the capital of Rashtrakutas, has two names—Hastikundi
and Hastitundi. Hastitundi means mouth of an elephant. Here, below the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Rata
Mahavira Swami, there is a mark of an ASHTAPADA lion with the face of an elephant. Probably the city
derived its name Hastatundi from this. From the point of view of art the idol of Prabhu Mahavira has a
typical status. Such a mark is not seen on any other idol. The same idol of the fourth century is there to-
day. There is a reference which states that the temple was got constructed in V.S. 370 by Shri Viradeva
Shreshthis under the inspiration of revered Acharya Shri Siddhasuriji. Thereafter, in V.S. 973, Vidagdha,
the son of king Harivardhana embraced the Jaina faith, got it repaired and renovated and once more got it
ceremoniously installed. The descendents of king Vidagdha were followers of Jainism, and are stated to
have looked after its spread and enrichment. There is yet another reference that idol of Shri Adinatha
Bhagavan was ceremoniously installed at the auspicious hands of revered Shri Shantyacharyaji Maharaj
in V.S. 1053. It is also learnt that the town got the name Hathundi in V.S. 1345. The last repairs and
renovation of the tirtha took place in V.S. 2006 at the auspicious hands of the lion of Punjab, revered
Acharya Shri Vijayavallabhasurishvaraji in an atmosphere of all gaiety and joy.
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69. SHRI FALAUDHI TIRTHA (SHRI FALAVRUDDHI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the heart of the Falaudhi town that is at a distance of 1 km. from the Medata
station of Rajasthan. Here we have in the temple the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Falavruddhi Parshvanath
Bhagavan. Itissome 105 cms. in height, black in complexion and in Padmasana posture. This ancientidol
is rich in miracles, very much charming to view and salutationin all feelings leads to fruition of all desires.
The idol is made of sand and earth. This is a tritha of importance and glory amongst the tirthas in
Rajasthan. In the 14th century Shri Jinaprabhasurishvaraji states in his work “Vividha Tirtha-Kalpa" that
the darshan at this tirtha yields to the devotee, the reward of visit and darshan in 68 tirthas. It is also
recorded here that the presiding deity gave due indication in a dream to Shri Dhandhal Shreshthi. On
inquiry and digging at the spot indicated, a miraculous idol of Shri Parshvanath with seven fangs was
unearthed. He commenced the construction of the temple, all difficulties came to an end thanks to the
presiding deity. A second ceremonious installation took place through the sermonizing of revered
Acharya Shri Dharmaghoshasurishvaraji to the local Sanghain V.S. 1181. A fair is held here every year on
the 10th day of the dark half of Margashirsha and Bhadrapada. Thousands of men and women propitiate
Shri Prabhu in all faith and devotion. The artistry of the BHAVA-PATTA and other PATTAS of Shri
Parshvanath Bhagavan and Mahavira Bhagavan is really fine to view. We get details of renovations from
time to time of the tirtha in so many works. Just in the vicinity of this temple there are two other ancient
temples, with Parshvanath Bhagavan in one and Shantinath Bhagavan in the other. The festival-pandal
over here is simply majestic.
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70. SHRI SVARNAGIRI TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

This tirthais situated in the Jalore fort on the Svarnagiri mountain near the city of Jalore in Rajasthan.
Here we have the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavira Bhagavan. It is white in complexion, about 1000
cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The religious pursuits of Jaina kings, ministers and Shreshthis
from the second century of the Vikrama era to the eighteenth century are famous in the world. Ata height
of about 1200 feet from the sea level, there is the fort in the inner castle of which we have the templeinall
its charm and magninimity, which is delighting. The idols all-around and ruins betray the great prosperity
of the past. The city was known as Svarna-giri or Kanakachala—in ancient times. There was atime when
there were several multi-millionaires here. We have a reference to state that the Mahavira-Jina palace was
constructed in the time of king Nahada between V.S. 126 to 135. The tirtha is also referred to in the
“Vicharashreni” composed by Shri Merutungasuri and in the “Ashtottari Tirthamala” of
Mahendrasurishvaraji, composed in the 13th century. There is also a reference which states that the
temple of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan was ceremoniously inaugurated by king Kumarapal in V.S. 1221.
Later installations are also reffered to. We also have a note which states that the renovation of the temple
of Bhagavan Mahavira was undertaken and brought about by the minister Shri Jayamalji at the
auspicious hands of revered Acharya Shri Jayasagaraganiji in V.S. 1681. The last renovation of the tirtha
took place at the instance and under the sermonizing of revered Shri Vijayarajendrasuriji Maharaja.
Besides this, in the fort on the mountain Svarnagiri there are four other temples while in the valley in
Jalore, there are twelve other temples.
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71. SHRI KAPARADA TIRTHA (SHRI SVAYAMBHU PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The town of Kaparoda is situated at a distance of 50 Kms. from Jodhpur and eight kms. from Siladi
Railway station. In this town we have a tirtha of four storeys and 95 feet in height. Here in the temple, we
have the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Svayambhu Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is of snuff-colour, some 55
cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. This idol came out from the grounds of the deep thickest of
babul trees adjoining the Kaparada village on the sacred birth-day of Shri Parshvanath Prabhu in V.S.
1674, i.e., on the tenth day of the dark half of the month of Margashirsha. Theidol was installed once more
in the temple with a magnanimous religious festival at the sacred hands of Acharya Shri
Jinachandrasurishvaraji in the presence of Shri Gajasimha, the king of Jodhpur on the Purnima day of
Vaishakha in V.S. 1678. The temple was newly constructed by Shri Bhanaji Bhandari. A time came later
when devotees started calling this Shri Prabhu as Svayambhu Parshvanatha. Through the adverse effects
of time, slowly this tirtha met deterioration. Then it was that the emperor of the Jaina order, the great
elevator of tirthas came here and he inspired people for repairs to and renovation of the temple. Following
the fervent appeal and deep feelings ofthe Acharya, Shravakas arranged forthe renovation of the temple.
On the Vasanta Panchami day of V.S. 1975, the re-installation took place at his auspicious hands.
Amichand Gulabchand, the Shreshthi from Paladi spent a big amount in the festival. Other 15 idols were
installed at the time. The art of the four storeys is very lovely indeed. The peak which is about 95 feet high
is visible from a distance of about 8 kms. One peculiar trait of the peak is the Chowmukhiji in the four
storeys.
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72. THE NAKODA TIRTHA (SHRI NAKODA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This sacred tirtha is at a distance of 10 kms. from Balotara Railway station and one Km. from Mewad
city. Itis situated in the forest in the hills. In this tirtha with a charming natural atmosphere all-around, we
have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is black in complexion, 58 cms. in height
and in Padmasana posture. The idol is extremely charming and miraculous. The miracles of the presiding
deity of this spot, Shri Bhairavaji Maharaj are well-known. We have a reference which states that the
ancient name of Nakoda was Virampur. It is said that in the third century before the Vikrama era, two
brothers, Shri Virasen and Shri Nakoresen raised two villages Virampur and Nakorenagar atadistance of
twenty miles. They also got constructed two temples of Shri Chandraprabha Bhagavan and Shri
Suparshva Bhagavan. The ceremonious installation was performed at the auspicious hands of revered
Acharya Shri Sthulabhadra Swamiji; a peculiarity indeed! So many powerful Acharyas and kings came
for pilgrimage now and again to this tirtha and undertook renovation whenever found necessary. The
temple suffered partial demolition at the hands of muslim invasions. In V.S. 1429, it was that the
ceremonious installation took place. In V.S. 1511, when the renovation took place, the presiding god with
all his prowess Shri Bhairavadeva was installed. Details of renovations in V.S. 1564, 1638 and 1865 are
available. Renovations have continued to take place even later. Every year a big fairis held on the 10th day
of the dark half of Margashirsha. On the same temple-complex since 16th or 17th century, we find that
temples of Shri Adishvar Bhagavan and Shri Shantinath Bhagavan have sprung up.
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73. SHRI SACHORE TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

Bus facility is available from Jalore, Bhinnamal, Badmer, Jodhpur as also Sirohi for going to Shri
Sachore (Satyapur) tirtha which is at a distance of 48 kms. from Ranivada Railway station in Rajasthan. In
the heart of the town is installed in the temple an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Swami Bhagavan. It
is white in complexion and is really miraculous. It is ancient and is therefore greater in importance,
referred to as it is in the "Jagachintamani stotra” composed by Gautamaswami and belongs to the times
of Shri Mahavira Swami. The idol of Mulanayaka Bhagavan Shri Mahavira Swami is extremely captivating
and gets us lost in devotional feelings. It is renowned by the name of Jivantaswami. There was a time
when the tirtha was gorgeous and rich and prosperous with as many as 130 Jina temples. With the
passing of time to-day, there are just six Jina temples. The ancient name of the town was Satyapur or
Satyapuri. This is again the birth-place of the great poet Upadhyaya Shri Samayasundara Maharaj. The
“Vividha Tirtha Kalpa” written in the 14th century by revered Shri Jinaprabhasuri states that around V.S.
130, Shri Nahada Raja constructed a sky-scraping temple and got installed in it a gold-idol of Bhagavan
Mahavir Swami. In the 13th century of the Vikrama era, a king of Kanoj is stated to have got constructed a
wooden temple of Bhagavan Mahavir. In the present days, we find here a mosque which was a Jain temple
in the old days. It is said that we come here across a stone which states that in the year V.S. 1322, on the
13th day of the dark half of Vaishakh, Bhandari Shri Chhada Sheth got the temple of Mahavir Bhagavan
repaired and renovated. The gold-idol that Allauddin Khilji took to Delhi is not traceable. The last
renovation of the temple took place in V.S. 1963.
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74. SHRI OSIA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha, situated at a distance of 65 kms. both from Jodhpur and Falodi, is on the high way
between Jodhpur and Falodi. The magnanimous history of this tirtha is associated with the origin of
Oswals. This tirtha is world-renowned as regards Dharma, art and history. In the Veera Samvat 70, the
seventh Pattadhara in the line of Bhagavan Parshvanatha, revered Acharya Shri Ratnaprabhasurishvaraji
had come here with 500 pupils. He sermonized king Upaladeva, Minister Uhada and many other Rajputs
and got them converted to the Jaina faith. This Jaina temple of Shri Mahavira was got constructed by king
Upaladeva and the installation ceremony was performed by Acharya Shri Ratnaprabhasuriji. This
majestic idol is got constructed by king Samprati. When the minister Uhada raised the Osia city, the idol
revealed itself from the underground. There is a reference which says that in V.S. 1017, the temple was
reconstructed and the idol of Shri Mahavir Bhagavan was ceremoniously installed in it. Foreach member
of the Oswal society, this is the glorious spot that is place of their origin. In the temple of Shri Mahavira,
there is the miraculous idol of Shri Adhishthayaka snake and famous by the name of Shri Puniyababa.
The idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan is some 80 cms. in height, of golden colour and in
Padmasana posture. The temple of Bhagavan Mahavira and other temples are famous for their majesty,
artistry and architectural beauty. The pillars of the festival pandal, the sceneries on the walls and the
religious incidents depicted on the outskirts are very much full of life and the artistry of the Bhamati is
extremely attractive.
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75. SHRI LODRAVA TIRTHA
(SHRI SAHASRAFANA CHINTAMANI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The Lodrava town, at a distance of 15 kms. from Jaisalmer and 5 kms. from Amarasagar, breathes
itself in the midst of ruins. There was, however, atime when this town was full of the prosperity of Rajputs.
At that time there was ancient University over here. Here in the temple we have an idol of MULANAYAKA
Shri Sahasrafana Chintamani Parshvanath Bhagavan; black in complexion, about 100 cms. in height and
in Padmasana posture. This is an important tirtha in the group of the five tirthas of Jaisalmer. One peculiar
trait of its sculptural art is that the sculptors have carved out various models of Rajasthani art in stone. In
the days of old, Jain Acharyas were travelling from Lodrava to Multan. They gave sermons to the prince of
the state on way. The prince got converted to Jainism and it was he who raised this greattirtha. The tirtha
was attacked several times by invaders but it remained intact. In addition t this the tirtha has shown
miracles in calamitous times. The presiding deity over here is alert even to-day and has shown his
prowess now and then. The arched gates at the entrance, the ceiling, the peak and the pillars-well, every
stone has very subtle and beautiful craftsmanship. Again the image of Sahasrafana Parshvanath
Bhagavan is made of stone. Rare indeed is the darshan of such a miraculous idol. Sheth Thirushah got the
renovation and ceremonious installation of this tirtha made at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri
Jinarajasuriji. .
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76. SHRI JAISALMER TIRTHA (SHRI CHINTAMANI PARSHWANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the fort on the hill adjoining Jaisalmar town that is at a distance of 140 miles
from Jodhpur in Rajasthan. Here in the temple we have an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Chintamani
Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is white in complexion, about 150 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture.
There was a time when the town had many wealthy Jain Saravakas in it. A beauty that will make us spell-
bound is found in the Jain architectures of Jaisalmar. Architects have not left any space on any stoneon
which art carved on itcannot be shown. Again, the yellow stone of this area is very hard and carving arton
itis no small a matter. In the whole country, Jaisalmer is the only place in which artistry is visible not only
in temples but also in balconies and porticos of houses in all subtlety. There are about seven thousand
Jina idols over here, seven libraries with rare palm-leaf manuscripts; there are eighteen Upashrayas. The
idol of Shri Chintamani Parshvanath Bhagavan is simply majestic. At the entrance door there are
hundreds of art-pieces on the two attractive pillars; there are inner apartments, Gudhamandapas, festival
pandals and Bhamatis in which there are Shrungarachowkis of 51 Shrines. In the Gabharas there is an
anointed idol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan. The unique and majestic idols of a period earlier that the 14th
century are uniquely artistic. On the second day of the bright half of falgunain V.S. 1263, there was a fall
down of the idol and it was shifted, brought here and ceremoniously installed. There are references of
installations in V.S. 1459 and 1473, as well.
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77. SHRI JAMMU TIRTH (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

In the Jammu city in Kashmir, there is one Jina temple with peaks. Here is installed the idol of
MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Mahavir, it is extremely impressive. The idol was brought from Khambhat and
installed here. The local Sangha constructed this new temple. Ten years earlier the tirtha was renovated
by the firm of Anandaji Kalyanji and the ceremonious installation took place at the auspicious hands of
revered Acharya Shri Samudrasurishvaraji Maharaj Saheb. From that time onwards the local Sangha is
constantly flourishing and also enriching itself. On one side of the MULANAYAKA are installed the idols
of Shri Neminath Bhagavan and Shri Shantinath Bhagavan and on the other idols of Shri Parshvanath
Bhagavan and Shri Rushabhadeva Bhagavan. The idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan is
simply extraordinary and pleasing to the sight. Again , best of facilities are available here for pilgrims.
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78. SHRI HASTINAPUR TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

Hastinapur is an ancient city and the Shri Hastinapur tirtha in the present town is as old as the days of
the monarch of ages Shri Adishvar Bhagavan. Here we see an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Shantinath
Bhagavan. It is rose-coloured, some 90 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. This land has acquired
the lucky twelve Kalyanakas - Chyavana, birth, initiation into monkhood and acquirement of absolute
knowledge of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan, Shri Kunthunath Bhagavan and Shri Aranath Bhagavan. The
city is again, sanctified by the dust of the feet of Shri Adinath Bhagavan and Shri Mahavira Swami. It was
here that Shri Shreyansakumar got Shri Adinath Bhagavan Mahavira, so many great Acharyas and
devout Sanghas came on pilgrimage of this tirtha. The land is therefore sanctified by the fall of the feet of
so many great souls and the birth of so many others. Since this is an ancient spot, idols, coins,
inscriptions of ancient days are acquired from the ground. Now and again the idol of MULANAYAKA is
installed. Its last renovation took place in V.S. 2021 on the tenth day of the bright half of Magashirsha.
Fairs are held here every year on the purnima day of Kartika and on the third day of the bright half of
Vaishakh. On a small hill at a distance of one mile from here we have the foot-steps of Shri Shantinath,
Shri Kunthunath and Shri Aranath. We come across shrines of Shvetambaras and Digambaras at
different places, and in one of these we have the sacred feet of Shri Adinath. As Shri Adinath Prabhu
broke his fast here, the procession of Akshayatrutiya comes and stops here.
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79. SHRI SAURIPUR TIRTHA (SHRI NEMINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated at a distance of 75 kms. from Agra and 25 kms. from Shikohabad. The tirtha is
eulogistically referred to in the ancient Agama works like Samavayanga Sutra, Uttaradhyayana Sutra etc.
This is the sacred spot of the blessed coming down from heaven - Chyavana Kalyanaka - and the sacred
birth of Shri Neminatha, the twenty second tirthankara. This tirtha is situated at a distance of 1.5 kms. hilly
road from Bateshvara on the banks of Yamuna. The tirtha has an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Neminatha
Bhagavan; it is black in complexion, about 75 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. Itis said thatthe
last tirthankara Bhagavan Mahavira Swami had also visited this tirtha. It is also said that during their
pilgrimage to Sametashekhara, came to Sauripur tirtha great Acharyas like Shri Pradyumnasuri, Shri
Bappabhattasuri, Shri Vimalchandrasuri, Shri Udyotanasuri, Shri Nemichandrasuri and Devendrasuri.
Shri Hiravijayasuri, who awakened emperor Akbar to human compassion, came on a pilgrimage to this
tirtha in V.S. 1640. Through him it was that Sanghavi arranged for the Anjanashalaka and installation of
the Charanpaduka of Shri Neminath Bhagavan. In the ancient times, this was a vast city known by two
names Sauriyapur and Suryapur. The last installation of the tirtha took place in V.S. 1981 under the
august presence of revered Shri Vidyavijayaji and revered Shri Jayantavijayaji, the great munis who were
pupils of revered Acharya Shri Vijayadharmasuriji. In this tirtha, MULANAYAKA Bhagavan Neminatha's
idol with its black, complexion is extremely charming. We get a glimpse of the great prosperity of this
town from its ruins.
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80. SHRI KANGADA TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHVARA BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the fine hilly regions on the outskirts of the Kangada town on the confluence
of the rivers Ravi and Sutlej and at a distance of 120 kms. from Hoshiarpur. Here we have the idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Adishvara Bhagvan; it is in Padmasana posture. Models of ancient art in the temple
give us a glimpse of the past, while the tirtha gets endowed with incomparable beauty in the midst of the
tops of the Himalayan mountain ranges enveloped by snow, the valleys rich with greenery, the singing
rivers and streams. This tirtha is considered to be of the time of Shri Neminath Bhagavan, the 22nd of the
24 Tirthankaras. Its ancient name was Susharmapura as is proved by a reference to the defeat of King
Susharmachandra at the time of the battle of Mahabharat who later raised this town. This king got
constructed a vast Jina temple and installed Shri Adinath Bhagavan therein. We gather this fact from a
reference in "Vijniptitriveni” composed by Shri Jayasagara Upadhyaya in 1484. The “Nagarakota
Chaityaparipati” composed in V.S. 1497 refers to the existence of five temples here then. However, at the
present time, only one temple exists here. We have herein the darshana of avast and majestic idol of Shri
Adishvara Bhagavan, it was worshipped for centuries by the royal family of Kataucha. There was a time
when the idol was under the control of the Government. However, revered Acharya Shri Vijayvallabhsuri
Maharaj paid a visit to the tirtha and on witnessing the majestic appearance of the idol resolved to
renovate it; the idol of the MULANAYAKA is really majestic.
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81. SHRI SVARNAMANDIR TIRTHA (SHRI VASUPUJYA BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated in the heart of Shishamahal Bazaar which is at a distance of 2% kms. from the
Hoshiarpur Railway station in Punjab. The temple is constructed by Lala Gujaramalaji and his son
Dolatmalaji. Here is installed a very much impressive idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Vasupujya Bhagavan.
The entire dome of the peak easily reminds us of the Golden Temple of the Sikhs in Amritsar. Just like the
Golden Temple, the entire dome is got decked and covered with sheets of gold by Lala Gujaramalaji who
spent lots of wealth on it. That is precisely the reason why this Jina temple is known as Svarnamandir in
V.S. 1948. The ceremonious installation of the temple was held in V.S. 1950; and in the temple there s also
an idol of quartz colour. On one side of the idol of the MULANAYAKA, we have the idols of Shri Mahavira
Swami and Shri Parshvanatha Bhagavan, and those of Shri Rushabhadeva Bhagavan and Shri
Sumatinath Bhagavan on the other. Just in the vicinity of this Svarnamandir, Shri Sangha constructed a
temple of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan. The temple is 32 feet in height and 36 ft. in
breadth. We have here an exquiste Samavasarana in metal brought from the temple at Kota-Kangada;
such a one is not visible anywhere else in India.
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82. SHRI SAMETASHIKHARA TIRTHA
(SHRI SHAMALIYA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

A description of the greatness of this tirtha amongst the tirthas, tirtha the supreme, defies all words;
cannot be described in words. This is the tirtha which is the place of the austerities of so many of the
tirthankaras and munis, the land of Nirvana of many. The pilgrimage of this tirtha is therefore the endower
of merit and destroyer of sins. Twenty of the tirthankaras of the present twenty-four had taken to practice
of austerities and attained to emancipation here. The mountain known as Sametashikhara is situated ata
height of 4479 from mean sea level, is also known as Parshvanatha mountain. According tothe traditional
belief, Saudharmendra had installed an idol on each of the spots of the emancipation of the Tirthankaras.
It was around the second century that Acharya Padaliptasuri and then Acharya Shri Bappabhattasuri
came on a pilgrimage to this tirtha by their Vidya by which they could travel through the sky. In the ninth
century of the vikrama era, Acharya Shri Pradyumnasuriji came on pilgrimage seven times here and got
the work of renovation completed. History also states that installations took place here on temples were
constructed in V.S. 1345, 1659 and 1670. In V.S. 1649, the mughal emperor Akbar presented the
Sametashikhara a spot to Jagadguru Shri Hiravijayasuriji. In V.S. 1805, emperor Ahmedshah presented
the title of “Jagatsheth” to Sheth Mahetabrai of Murshidabad, and then had presented the Parasanath
mountain to him. In the modern days the firm of Anandaji Kalyanji purchased it and brought it under the
control and administration of Shri Jain Shvetambar Sangha. The last renovation of the tirtha took place in
V.S. 2012 at the efforts of learned Sadhvi Shri Ranjanashriji and Sadhvi Shri Suraprabhashriji in the
tradition of Acharyashri Sagaranandasuriji. The temple is situated on a mountain in the midst of natural
scenery and beauty, and, in addition, there are eight temples of the Shvetambara sect, two Dadawadis
and one temple of Bhomiyaji Maharaj.
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83. SHRI PAVAPURI TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated in the midst of a lake on the outskirts of the Pavapuri Village, 10 kms. from the

Pavapuri Road railway station. It is like the sacred spot of the emancipation of Shri Mahavir Swami, the

, last of the Tirthankaras, who raised the sinners high. In the water-temple we have foot-steps of Shri

I Mahavir Bhagavan, black in complexionand 18 cms. insize. This spot is the land of the last preaching and

I emancipation of Shri Bhagavan. A fragrance of sacredness can therefore be experienced in the

atmosphere. It is also believed that the first preaching of Bhagavan Mahavir took place here. A new and

beautiful temple of Samavasarana is constructed here. Again, this is the place of the first meeting of

Indrabhuti Gautama with Mahavir Bhagavan; and being influenced by his personality he got himself in

the fold of Shri Prabhu and became his first Ganadhara. On this sacred spot, in the midst of the lake full of

lotuses, the scene of the temple naturally brings to our mind the holy impressions of Shri Mahavir Swami.

Mahavir Bhagavan delivered here sermons constantly for sixteen days and then attained Nirvana-

emancipation. On every day of emancipation every year, on the Dipavali day, a fair of devotees is held

f here. Besides the water-temple and the temple in the village, there are temples of old Samavasarana, of

Mahetabkunvar, new Samavasarana and of Shri Jinayashasuri, also as guru-temple. The idol in five

metals, installed by Shri Abhayadevasuriji, is pleasant to view. In the Jain Scriptures, this sacred Pavapuri

town is known as “Madhyama Pava.” This is because there were three towns of the name “Pava” as

“Apapapuri”. Yet it seems that this came to be known as “Pavapuri”. To-day, the ancient town Pavapuri is

divided into two villages - “Pava” and “Puri”. A distance of one mile separates the two; the tirtha of the
Jainas is in Puri.
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84. SHRI RAJAGRUHI TIRTHA (SHRI MUNISUVRATASWAMI BHAGAVAN)

This is the land sanctified extremely by the dust of the feet of Tirthankara Bhagavan Mahaviranditis
the capital of Maharaja Shrenik, the future Tirthankara. Here, on the Vipulachala mountain, we have an
idol of Shri Muni Suvrata Swami; black in complexion, 45 cms. in height. In the ancient days this town was
known by different names such as Chanakpur, Rushabhapur, Kushagrapur, Vasumati, Panchashaila etc.
The history of this ancient tirtha commences with the times of Shri Muni Suvrata Swami, the twentieth
Tirthankara. Four sacred events of the great Muni coming down on earth, birth, initiation and
acquirement of absolute knowledge took place on this spot. We have here two idols of Muni
Suvrataswami - an old and a new one; the old is in front, the new at the back. The construction of the
Derasara is like that of Serisa. Shri Mahavira Swami undertook fourteen Chaturmasas in Nalandapada of
Rajagruhi. This is the birth-place of emperor Shrenik, Abhayakumar, Nandishena, Puniya Shravaka,
Halla-Vihalla, Mammana Sheth, Metarya, Dhannashalibhadra, and Arjunamali. In these five tirthas, on
the Ratnagiri mountain, we have an idol of Shri Chandraprabha Bhagavan; white in complexion and in
Padmasana posture. On the Vipulachala mountain we have the idol of the same Muni on the Vaibharagiri
mountain; it is white in complexion and in Padmasana posture. On the Udayagiri however, we have the
sacred foot-steps of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan and on the Svarnagiri mountain, the sacred foot-steps of

Shri Adinath Bhagavan.
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85. SHRI AYODHYA TIRTHA (SHRI AJITNATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Katara Mohulla of the Ayodhya city and we have in it an idol of Shri
Ajitnath Bhagavan; of copper-colour and is about 30 cms. in height. Here have taken place 19 sacred
events of as many as five tirthankaras. This is a sacred tirtha both of Jainas and Hindus. This is the birth-
place of thefirst tirthankara of the present age, Shri Rushabhadeva. Scriptures give these different names
for this city -lkshvakubhumi, Koshala, Vinita, Avadhya, Ramapuri, Saketapuri etc. This land is fortunate
enough to witness three sacred events of Shri Adishvara Bhagavan - coming down to earth, birth and
initiation and an added fourth sacred event of acquirement of absolute knowledge on part of Shri Ajitnath
Bhagavan, Shri Abhinandana Bhagavan, Shri Sumatinath Bhagavan and also Shri Anantanath
Bhagavan. Just the same way, it was this land that gave to the world the way of Social, Political and worldy
orders. The firts Chakravarti of the Bharatakshetra, Shri Bharata-deva made this city of Ayodhya the
centre of his vast empire. This land is sanctified by the dust of the feet of Shri Mahavira Bhagavan and
Bhagavan Buddha. The Ramarajya of Ayodhya is world-renowned. This city is again the birth-place of
the great Prabhavaka Acharya Shri Padaliptasuri Maharaj. Kind Chandravatasana attained to abosulute
knowledge here. The temple of MULANAYAKA Shri Ajitnath Bhagavan looks fine in new appearance.
Just opposite, in a Shrine of Samavasarana shape is seated Chaumukiji. In the Shrines from corners,
Padukas and Bimbas are brought and installed in the main temple. In the temple of Shri Ajitnath
Bhagavan, we have an Inscription of V.S. 1671.
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86. SHRI PATALIPUTRA TIRTHA (SHRI VISHALANATH SWAMI)

This tirtha is situated in the Badaki street of the captial city Patna of Bihar on the banks of the Ganges.
Here stands installed an idol of mulanayaka Shri Vishalnath Swami; white in complexion, sixty cms. in
height and in Padmasana posture. In the days of old the city was known by the names Kusumapur;
Pushpapur etc. We have a reference which states that Udayana, the grand-son of King Shrenik settled
this city in 444 before the Vikrama era. Being afollower of the Jaina faith, Udayana got constructed a Jina
temple also. In the times of King Mahapadmanand, Jaina dharma had spread here far and wide and held
deep influence. In his times again Shri Yashobhadrasurishvaraji Maharaj, a pupil of the last Kevali Shri
Jambuswami was born here. It was under this same Shri Sambhutivijayaji that Shri Sthulibhadraji,
staying at the residence of dancer Kosha was initiated to monkhood. It was again here that this Acharya
brought together the Jain Sangha, collected the readings of the Agamas and finalised into a system the
eleven Angas. This reading is therefore renowned in Jain literature as the first “Pataliputra reading”. In
the year 311 B.C., Shri Sthulibhadrasuri breathed his last in this same city and his memorial stands inthe
Guljar Baug of Patna. So many great Acharyas then took to countless religious works here. They were-
Samrat Samprati Pratibodhaka Suhastisuriji, Acharya Shri Vajraswami, Acharya Shri Rakshitasuri,
Acharya Shri Umaswami, Acharya Shri Padalipatasuri etc. We have here a memorial of Sheth Shri
Sudarshana also. King Udayana of the Jaina faith raised this city. Thereafter, right upto the seventh
century, Jainas were very much prosperous here. :
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87. SHRI CHAMPAPURI TIRTHA (SHRI VASUPUJYA BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is known as Champanagar or Champapuri and is situated near Champanala on the bank of
the river Ganga near the Bhagalpur station. Here is installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Vasupujya
Bhagavan. It is white in complexion and about 45 cms. in height. There are, inthetemple, 4idols ofstone
and 13 of metal. The temple was renovated in V.S. 1865. This is the sacred spot of coming down on earth,
birth, initiation to monkhood, acquirement of absolute knowledge and emancipation of Shri Vasupujya
Bhagvan, the twenty second of the present 24 Tirthankaras. This is the only tirtha amongst the tirthas in
which all the five sacred events - Kalyanakas - of tirthankara Paramatma took place. Bhagavan Shri
Adinath divided the country into 52 Janapadas; of these one was Anga and its capital was Champa. There
was a time when the town was very vast and very much prosperous. Shri Adishwar Bhagavan, Shri
Parshvanath Bhagavan and Shri Mahavir Bhagavan had come on a visit to this spot. The chief pupil -
Pattadhara of Prabhu Mahavir Shri Sudharama Swami and Shri Jambuswami also came here. Shri
Bhagavan Mahavira undertook his third and twelfth Chaturmasas here. The fervent devotees of Shri
Mahavira, Shravaka Kamadeva, Shri Sudarshan Sheth, emperor Shripala and Satee Chandanbala were
born here. So many other heroic Jain kings and Shreshthis were born and flourished here. Old art of the
temples does not remain to view here, may be due to renovations even though it was very much
prosperous once. In addition to the temple of the Mulanayaka, five other temples of his five Kalyanakas
are also there. '
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88. SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN (sllusidl2 apai-)
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88. SHRI KSHATRIYAKUNDA TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the valley of Kshatriyakunda at a distance of five kms. from Kundaghata. Its
holiness is unique because it is the land of the three sacred events - coming down on earth, birth and
initiation to monkhood of the life of MULANAYAKA Shri Mahavir Bhagavan; he passed thirty years of his
life here. The idol of Shri Mahavira is black in complexion, 60 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture.
Lord Mahavir, the saviour of the world was born 543 years before the Vikrama era on the sacred soil of
Kundagrama in the Jamui city in the Munger district of Bihar. This unique spotis known by the people as
“Janma-Sthana". Not only the temple but every atom on the spot is holy and worth our worship. The calm
and secluded atmosphere over here puts to our memeory the lustre spread by lord Mahavira all-around,
our soul gets overjoyed and elated only by Darshana of the Lord. This ancient idol shows an expression of
extreme quiet and dignified joy. In thevalley inthe Kundaghata there are two smaller temples with idols of
Lord Mahavira though on the mountain there is onetemple. These two spots are known as Chyavana and
Diksha Kalyanaka. In its vicinity there are ancient ruins that remind us of Kumaragraha, Brahmanakunda,
Moraka etc. which are ancient spots.
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89. SHRI CALCUTTA TIRTHA (SHRI SHITALNATH BHAGAVAN)

This temple is situated in the Manektala of Sham Bazaar in Calcutta City. It is known as Badridas
temple as also Parshvanath temple. Here is installed an idol of Shri Shitalnath Bhagavan. It is white in
complexion, about 70 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture, and simply majestic. From the point of
view of sculpture and architecture, this temple in Calcutta is famous throughout the country. The
construction of this temple was commenced by Raibahadur Badridas, the son of Lala Kalkadas underthe
inspiration of his mother. A spot was indicated to him in his dream and the idol was unearthed and
discovered from there. With all joy and gaiety it was brought here and ceremoniously installed at the
auspicious hands of Acharya Shri Kalyanasurishvaraji in 1867 A.D. All are just stunned by the wonderful
art of this majestic temple. There is no spot here where we cannot have a glimpse of the art of the
architect. It puts Indians and foreigners, all to wonder and admiration. There is a fine garden round the
temple. In front of the temple stands an image of Rai Badridas with folded hands. There is a fountain atthe
back of the temple with eight dolls at eight corners with marks of sacredness in their hands creating an
inkling of a feeling of eight Mangalas; a very much living picture indeed! There is glassenamelling in five
colours inside the temple, a vast square of marble, dolls on the outskirts, a lake with pavement and a
garden full of all greenery. When we behold all this in the light of electricity, we have an inkling of aplane
of gods. Artists from all over the world have honoured it with the epithet “Beauty of Bengal”. There are,
besides this, six other Shvetambara temples in the city.
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90. SHRI VIMALANATH BHAGAVAN (301412 elait)

198

Jain Education International For Private & Personal Use Only www.jainelibrary.org



90. KAMPILYAPUR TIRTHA (SHRI VIMALANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Kampilapura town, at adistance of 10 kms. from the Kayamagunj Railway
Station. We have here an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Vimalnath Bhagavan. It is about 45 cms. in height,
white in complexion and in Padmasana posture. It is sanctified by the four Kalyanakas - comingdown on
earth, birth, initiation into monkhood and acquirement of absolute knowledge of Shri Vimalnath
Bhagavan, the thirteenth Tirthankara. It is this land that had Raja ShriPadmanabh, who was initiated into
monkhood and he attained to absulute knowledge. This land was again fortunate enough to give birth to
the heroic and Chakravarti Shri Hirashena who was extremely devout in his dharma. This was the capital
of king Drupad in the times of Shri Neminath Bhagavan, the 22nd Tirthankara. This is therefore the birth-
place of Draupadi. This was therefore a Prosperous and vast capital of the Panchala country spread over
an area of about twenty miles. Ruins that we come across here show that there was a time when there
were so many Jain temples here. To-day of course Kampilapur is just a small village. The present temple
was inaugurated ceremoniously in V.S. 1904. A fair is held here every year on the sixth day of the month of
Posha. On the left of Shri Vimalnatha there stands the idol of Bhagavan ShriMallinathaand an idol of Shri
Shantinatha on the left as also that of Shri Mahavira Swami. Again, on the middling VEDIKA there are
pairs of four foot-steps; on all the four sides of the fort round the temple and there are installed four
Padukas that bring to memory of Kalyanakas.
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91. SHRI BANARAS TIRTHA (SHRI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated in the Bhelupur mohalla in the city of Benaras; the city is also known by the
names Varanasi and Kashi. In the name ‘Varanasi', there lies the memory of the confluence of the two
rivers Varana and Asi. The city is situated on the holy Ganga river at a distance of 765 kms. from Delhi, 565
kms. from Agra and 286 kms. from Lucknow. This land holds greater glory particularly because it is the
land of four Kalyanakas of Bhagavan Parshvanatha. According to Jain mythology, in remote past, Shri
Suparshvanatha was born here. In the neighbouring Chandrapuri and Simhapuri were born Shri
Chandraprabhu Bhagavan and Shri Shreyansanatha Bhagavan. Thus it is that a total of 16 Kalyanakas
took place here. This place was the capital city of the Malla kings inthe times of Bhagavan Mahavir. In the
ancient times this place had so many vast Jina temples; so many of these have been destroyed by the
blows of times, though of course we get some information of that old past unearthed by the researches of
the archaeological department. Here is installed the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan.
Other idols are also found here. There are, in addition, some twelve Shvetambara Jain temples. This spot
is a renowned tirtha of Hinduism also. This land is sanctified by the sermo nizing words of Shri
Parshvanath Bhagavan and Shri Mahavira Bhagavan.
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92. SHRI CHITTODAGADH TIRTHA (SHRI ADISHWAR BHAGAVAN)

Chittodagadh is renowned in history as the land of adventurous heroes who laid down their lives for
the defence of religion and culture. King Chitrangada of the Maurya family got this castle constructed
here. Bappa Raval established his own government here in the 8th century of the Vikrama era. Empress
Padmini got consumed to fire here and Maharana Pratap proved to be a great hero here. This land is also
full to the brim by the unstinted devotion of Mirabai and the liberality of Bhamashah. Acharya Shri
Haribhadrasuri lived here and created so much of great literature. The Jain Pillar of fame -
KIRTISTAMBHA - with its seven storeys stands as a symbol of the prosperity of the Jainas here. There
was a time when there were so many Jaina temples here. To-day only five temples are left. There are the
temples of Shri Mahavira Swami with a dome, of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan, of Adishvara Bhagavan
renowned by the name Satavira Devari, of Shri Shantinath and Shri Parshva Prabh u. Of these the temple
of Satavira Devari is majestically planned with 52 Jinalayas. The idol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan
Adishvara here in is very old and gorgeous. The renovation and ceremonious re-installtion in the three
temples took place on the second day of the bright half of Margashirsha in V.S. 1998 at the auspicious
hands of Acharya Shri Vijayanitisurishvaraji. Inscriptions of V.S. 1469, 1505, 1513 and 1536 are carved on
the idols. The temple of Shri Shantinath was constructed in V.S. 1232. As it went to ruins, Vela, the
treasurer of Maharana Kumbha got it repaired, renovated and re-installed.
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93. SHRI UDAYAPURA TIRTH
(FUTURE TIRTHANKARA SHRI PADMANABHA SWAMI)

This fine city, known after the name of Maharana Udayasinha is the capital of Mevad. This city is
attractive for pilgrims and travellers. It is destined that the Jiva of Maharaja Shrenik, a devoutworshipper
and servant of the religious order is to become the first Tirthankara in the coming twenty four. His name
will be Padmanabha. In the temple over here is installed an exquisitely gorgeous idol of Shri
Padmanabha, the future Tirthankara.
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94. SHRI KESARIYAJI TIRTHA (SHRI ADINATH BHAGAVAN)

This is an attractive tirtha rich in architectural beauties on the Ahmedabad - Udaipur Road, at a
distance of 66 kms. from Udaipur city station. This is a great tirtha in the Rushabhadeva town near the hills
in the Mevad state. Here is installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Adinath Bhagavan. It is black in
complexion, about 105 cms. in height, in Padmasana posture and simply gorgeous! Here pilgrims are
bound to be lost in unstinted devotion; both Jain and non-jain visitors and pilgrims experience a sort of
sacredness, thanks dueto the simply indescribable art of the image of ShriPrabhu. The round face of Shri
Prabhu is extremely attractive and pleasing to the mind. The whole temple with the main inner apartment,
the deep pandal, nine chowkis, the assembly pandal, the Bhamati, the small shrines of gods, the
Shrungara chowki, the peak and the encircling fort is simply majestic. Even from a distance this gorgeous
52 Jinalayas enraptures the viewer. Its peaks, arches, entrances and pillars are extremely artistic. In the
compound of the temple there is animage of Shri Marudevi Mata mounted on an elephant;itisinstalledin
V.S. 1688. There stands also a temple of Jagavallabha Parshvanatha Bhagavan. We come across many
grand and miraculous stories and anecdotes about the antiquity and history of the im age of Shri Adinath
Bhagavan. It is said that first the temple was constructed in bricks but later on in stone. There proofs of its
renovations is also available. For the last several centuries saffron is applied to Shri Prabhu, so much so
that the complexion of Shri Prabhu is therefore known as Keshariyanath or Kesariyalal. This is one very
important tirtha of the Jainas in the Mewad state.
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95. SHRI KAREDA TIRTHA (SHRI KAREDA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha, situated on the Chittod-Udaipur Road, at a distance of 56 kms. from Chittod isin the heart
of the Bhopalsagar town. Here is installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is
black in complexion, about 90 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. The temple is gorgeous indeed.
This temple with 52 Jinalayas is of white stone and betrays ancient construction. It has the central inner
apartment, deep pandal, Chowkis, a vast assembly-pandal and peaks. Recently atthe time of repairs and
renovation, a writing of V.S. 55 was found on an ancient pillar. There is also a reference which states that
the idol of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan was ceremoniously installed by Bhattaraka Acharya Shri
Yashobhadrasurishvaraji in V.S. 1029. In the Bhamati there are some idols with Inscriptions of V.S. 1303,
1341 and 1496. One other reference states that the Chief Minister of Mandavagadh, ShriPethadashah got
constructed here a temple of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan and that his son Jhanjhanshah got constructed
a temple with seven storeys. However no trace of it is to be found to-day.

The present temple was renovated once more and once more the idol of Shri Prabhu was installed on
the sacred 13th day of the bright half of Maha in V.S. 2033 at the sacred hands of Shri Sushilasurishvaraiji.
As the Jaina history tells us, the Sanghas going on a pilgrimage of Shatrunjaya come here forthe darshan
of Shri Parshvaprabhu, who destroys all calamities. The present idol is extremely miraculous. Every year
a vast fair is held here on the occasion of the sacred event of the birth of Parshvaprabhu. Then it is that
men and women in thousands participate in prayer and devotion towards Shri Prabhu.
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96. SHRI UNHEL TIRTHA (SHRI NAGESHVAR PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

Inthe present days this tirtha is becoming renowned as a great tirtha. This is due to the unparalleled
personality that Shri Nageshvar Parshvanath Bhagavan is. Chaumahala is a station on the railway line
from Ratlam to Delhi. We can go to the Unhel Tirtha from here via Alot. After initiation, Tirthankara Shri
Parshvanath Bhagavan was totally engrossed in meditation when Kamatha tried hard to disturb his
concentration by heavy rains. It was at this time that, as a token of his devotion, Dharnendra raised high
Shri Prabhu who was deep in KAYOTSARGA. Kamatha was defeated and begged forgivance of Shri
Parshvanath Prabhu. On one side stood Shri Dharanendra Deva with his unstinted devotion; onthe other
side there was Kamatha, anxious to take life out of ShriPrabhu. But Shri Prabhu viewed both just with the
same vision. As a result, the divine inclination in Kamatha nicely revealed itself. A story says that
Dharanendra raised this idol to commemorate for all time to come this great event. In the whole world
only two sacred idols of the living state of Shri Mahavira Swami and Shri Nageshvar Parshvanath
Bhagavan are available.

Once this tirtha was in the custody of non-Jains. However, Jainas acquired it back thanks to the
constant efforts and inspiration of revered Upadhyaya Shri Dharmasagaragani as also his worthy pupil
revered Agamavisharad Pannyasa Shri Abhayasagaraji MaharajSaheb. He inspired the renovation ofthe
tirtha and the work commenced. The all-sided development of the tirtha and the ceremony of
ANJANASHALAKA in the tirtha was performed after decades in V.S. 2037 on the sixth day of the bright
half of the month Vaishakha. Again, on the very next sacred day, ceremonious installation of all the Jina
images except that of Shri Nageshvar Parshvanath Bhagavan took place. The extremely magnanimous
idols of Shri Manibhadra Vira and Shri Padmavatidevi were installed by Shri Jain Shvetambara
Nageshvara Parshvanath Tirtha Pedhi in the presence of hundreds of Sadhus and Sadhvis and Shravakas
and Shravikas. The sacred work could be completed thanks to the efforts of Shri Sudhakarbhai Dalal of
Shri Chowpaty Sangha. Then it was that the fame of this tirtha spread in the whole of India.
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97. MAKSHI TIRTHA (SHRI MAKSHI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

On the Bombay-Agra Road, at a distance of 40 kms. from Ujjain and Devas, there is Makshi Railway
Station. This tirtha is at a distance of 1% kms. from here. In the Makshi town there is a fine lake and on its
banks is this tirtha where we have an idol of Shri Makshi Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is black in complexion,
about 105 cms. in height and it is in Padmasana posture. The art of theimage of ShriPrabhu is soliving an
expressive and the Charm and compassion that ooze out there from touch the very depth of the devotees’
heart. The image is simply gorgeous and miraculous. So many stories of miracles are heard. The history
of the idol of Shri Prabhu is very old. So many Shravakas and Shravikas were residing here in the second
century B.C.. The idol is stated to be of the 7th century A.D. The Parmar Kings had got a Jain temple
constructed here. Itis stated that when Mohammud Gazanavi cameto India, he came with the intention of
demolishing this temple along with others. But, on coming here, he was down with a serious ailment; he
had an experience of the miracle of Shri Prabhu. As a result, Mohammud Gazanavi ordered his army not
to hurt the idol or temple in any way. He further got five Kangaras constructed at the entrance of the
temple. It is said that the treasurer of Mandavagadh, Shri Sangrama Soni got this temple constructed. It
was ceremoniously installed at the sacred hands of Shri Somasundarasuriji. One opinion states that
Sangrama Soni had got this ancient temple renovated. So many incidents of the miracles of the idol and
the temple are heard. The idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Makshi Parshvanath Bhagavan is at a distance from
the main seat, and this is indeed surprising.
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98. SHRI UJJAIN TIRTHA (SHRI ARVATI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated at a distance of 1.6 kms. from the main Railway station of the historical city of
Ujjain. It is in the vicinity of the Shipra river. Avanti is the old name of Ujjain. The temple has a black-
colour image of MULANAYAKA Shri Avanti Parshvanath Bhagavan. The city and this tirtha has seen so
many strokes and attacks of time. The process of rise and fall goes on continuously, and, as a result, not
much art is visible in this Jina temple. The idol of Shri Avanti Parshvanath Bhagavan is extremely gentle-
Saumya - and higly impressive. So many powerful Kings of the Jaina history have ruled over here. The
emperor of the Jain order Acharya Chandrarudra, Aryarakshitasuri, Shri Chandragupta Maurya, Arya
Ashadha and others resided here and spread religious influence. Acharya Shri Siddhasena Divakara Suri
had composed “Kalyanamandira Stotra” and it was through it that a very much charming and impressive
image of Shri Parshvanath Prabhu revealed itself from the lustrous Shivalinga. In the seventh century Shri
Manatunga Suri composed “Bhaktamara & Stotra” here and showed miracles. In the eleventh century
Shantisuriji defeated the 84 Vadis at the court of King Bhoja and won rare honour. Insamvat 250 of Veera
Nirvana, Shri Mahakala constructed this great tirtha in memory of his father on the advice of
Aryasuhastisuriji. Then, in course of time, ups and downs followed, but revered Acharyas now and again
enhanced the glory of this tirtha by their spiritual powers. To-day, besides this temple, we see as many as
twenty two others in the city.
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99. SHRI BHOPAVARA TIRTHA (SHRI SHANTINATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated in the Bhopavara town near the Mahiriver situated at a distance of 80 kms. from
the Indore Railway Station. Here stands the idol of MULANAYAKA Shri Shantinath Bhagavan. It is black
in complexion, 3.64 metres in height and having Kayotsarga Mudra. Not only Jainas but thousands of
Bhils all-round, have darshana and salutation of this image in utter devotion. Amongst the Bhils Shri
Shantinath Prabhu is known as Kalababa as also as Bamanadeva. Now and again this tirtha is renovated.
There is an indication that in the courtyard of this temple an old temple is buried underground. The image
of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan is very old; according to one opinion, it belongs to the time of Shri Neminath
Bhagavan. It is said that when Krishna kidnapped princess Rukmini, her brother Rukmikumar fought a
battle here. On being defeated he stayed on here and constructed this majestic and lovely Jain temple. So
many incidents of miracles of this spot are well-known. Beneath the two hands of ShriMULANAYAKA in
the temple there are images of goddesses. On the two sides are seated the idols of Shri Shantinath and
Shri Chandraprabha Bhagavan. The work of glass, mother of pearl and enamel painting etc. is full of
variety, extremely beautiful and artistic. No spot in the temple is devoid of art in the temple.
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100. SHRI MANDAVAGADH TIRTHA (SHRI SUPARSHVANATHA BHAGAVAN)

The Vindhyachala mountain is situated at a distance of 33 kms. from Dhar village, which is at a
distance of 88 kmgs. from Indore Railway station. On one high peak of this mountain there is a vast fort,
Mandava durga in which this tirtha is situated. It is also known as Mandu. So many remnants of ancient art
are visible here because it is an ancient tirtha. Here is found installed an idol of MULANAYAKA Shri
Suparshvanath Bhagvan. It is white in complexion, 91.4 cms. in height and in Padmasana posture. This
idol is older than the fourteenth century. It is said that once upon atime there were 700 Jina temples here
and a population of more than six lakh Jainas. Religious fervour was so very keen here that whenever a
new Jain came to reside here, every Jain house would give one gold coin and one brick to him. In the
period between the 13th and the 17th centuries, so many powerful and influential ministers happened to
live here. Minister Pethadshah, Jhanjhanasha, Punjaraj, Munjaraj, Deputy Minister, Mandana, Gopal,
treasurer Sangram Soni, Diwan Jivan, Shravak Javadashah etc. used their vast wealth and constructed so
many temples here. They had taken out so many Sanghas for pilgrimage and thus raised high the prestige
of Jaina dharma and made Jaina dharma prosperous. At the time of the visit of Shri Dharmaghoshasuriji,
it was Pethadshah who got the whole city decorated gorgeously in the whole city. The pilgrimage-sangha
started by Jhanjhanashah, the works composed by the deputy minister Mandana, the Agamas got written
by Sangrama Soni in letters of gold and the religious spirits and liberality is a history still singing in this
tirtha. In this same fort there is a fine temple of smaller size of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan. The
construction of its BHAMATI is simply exquisite.
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101. SHRI BHANDUKA (BHADRAVATI) TIRTHA
(SHRI KESARIYA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

The tirtha is situated in a vast garden in the vicinity of Bhadravati village. Here is installed an idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Kesariya Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is black in complexion, 152cms. in heightand in
semi-padmasana posture. The remnants found here indicate that this tirtha must be very old; but how old,
it is not deciphered. Till the last century half of the idol of Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan was buried in the
ground. People therefore knew it as Kesariababa, and applied vermilion on it. Thereafter, the
Shvetambara Jain Sanghas requested the Government to hand over to them the temple that was in
Government custody. The Government conceded and thereafter the Shri Sangha got the tirtha repaired
and renovated. Again in V.S. 1966, on the fifth day of the bright half of the month of Maha, the manager of
Shri Antariksha tirtha Shri Chaturbhujabhai had a dream. Nagadevta gave DARSHAN to him and he
received divine orders to get the tirtha renovated. Shri Chaturbhuj inquired about the spot and while he
roamed all-around, he came to this tirtha-spot. He talked to the Shri Sangha that acquired the custody
and administration from the Government. From this day Shri Prabhu of this tirtha is known as Shri
Svapanadeva Kesariya Parshvanath Bhagavan. On the idol of Jina acquired from here, we get an
inscription of V.S. 1133. Every year, on the tenth day of the dark half of Margashirsha, a fair is held here
and devotees with deep faith come here for DARSHAN from far-off places. There are also two other
temples here of Adishvara Bhagavan and Shri Guru.
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102. SHRI SHIRPUR TIRTHA (SHRI ANTARIKSHA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

At a distance of 72 kms. from Akola and 11 kms. from Malegaon, on the outskirts of Shirpur village
this temple of Jina is situated underground. It is one of the oldest of tirthas. Here is installed an idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Parshvanath Bhagavan. It is black in complexion, almost 107 cms. in height and in
Padmasana posture. Being very old its art is really pleasing to view and it is miraculous. It is said that Mali
and Sumali, the servants of Khara-dushana of Patala Lanka and brothers-in-law of king Ravana had
created this idol for worship. As they left the spot they immersed it in the water-reservoir nearby. For
centuries the idol remained under the waters, invisible to the eyes,andinV.S. 1142, itrevealed itselt as if it
were a miracle. The idol was then ceremoniously installed in the newly constructed temple at the
auspicious hands of Acharya Shri Abhayadevasuriji, the commentator on ‘Navangi’, on thefifth day of the
bright half of the month Maha in V.S. 1142, it revealed itself as if it were a miracle. The idol was then
ceremoniously installed in the newly constructed temple at the auspicious hands of Acharya Shri
Abhayadevasuriji, the commentator on ‘Navangi’, on the fifth day of the bright half of the month Maha in
V.S. 1142, Thereafter it was under the worthy sermonizing of revered Shri Bhavavijayaji Gani that the
temple was renovated and the idol was reinstalled at his sacred hands on the fifth day of the bright half of
the month of Chaitra in V.S. 1715. Miracles attributed to this idol are well-known. At the time the idol
remained an inch higher from the ground and therefore became renowned as Antariksha Parshvanath. In
the modern days, fairs are held here every year on the third day of the bright half of Falguna and the tenth
day of the dark half of Margashirsha. From the point of view of architecture, the idol holds similarity with
the idols in Bhandaka, Kulpaka and Gudivada. Formerly it was deep underground in an underground
cellar and now it is installed in the underground cellar.
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103. SHRI KULPAKAJI TIRTHA (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated on the outskirts of the Kulpaka village which is situated at a distance of 6 kms.
from Alera Railway Station on the Vijayavada-Hyderabad. Here is installed an idol of MU LANAYAKA Shri
Adishvara Bhagavan; it is black in complexion and in semi-padmasana posture. The cross-legged
posture of this idol is 32% inches in width and 37" inches in height. There is no mark of mane at the back,
but. behind the head there is a circle of lustre. On the right side of Shri Jina in black stone and
KAYOTSARGA posture; on the left is an idol in similar state in white marble. Unique indeed is the art of
the idol of Shri Adishvara Prabhu. There are totally 15 idols here and each one has its own peculiar,
importance. The idol of Manikyaswami and of Shri Mahavira carved from FIROZI gem makes us simply
spell-bound. Such idols are rare to come across in the whole world. Just the same way, the art of the
temple is pleasing to the eyes. The idol of Shri Adishvara Prabhu is known after the name Shri
Manikyaswami. It is said that the present idol is one of the twenty four of divinities installed by Bharata
Chakravarti on the Ashtapada mountain. It was carved from the sapphire in his ring. It is also said that
king Ravana had acquired the idol through divine propitation. In V.S. 680 Shri Shankara Raja of this spot
acquired this idol while he was propitiating the ruling goddess. He constructed a temple and installed it
here. A stone-inscription of V.S. 1333, which refers to this tirtha and Manikyaswami is available; we also
have proofs of the renovation of the tirtha in V.S. 1481 and 1767. There is a throng of devotees gathering
together here every year from the 13th to the Purnima day of Chaitra.
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104. KUMBHOJAGIRI TIRTHA
(SHRI JAGAVALLABHA PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is situated at a distance of 8 kms. from the Hathakalangada Railway Station on the
Kothapur-Meeraj Road in Maharashtra. It is situated in the forest on a small hill adjoining the Kambhoja
Village. The majestic and fine Jina temple has, as presiding deity Shri Jagavallabha Parshvanath
Bhagavan. From the hill-top the scenery of the jungle and the fields therein yield delight to the heart.
Some know this as the hill of Bahubali. The hill has foot-steps and one can go up the hill within fifteen
minutes. The idol is of white complexion and one metre in height. On the cross-legs of MULANAYAKA,
we have an inscription of V.S. 1926. There are four Shrines in the temple of which two have the idols of
Tirthankara, one has an image of Shri Padmavatidevi and one has that of Manibhadrayaksha. Oneimage
of metal belongsto V.S. 1323. Again, in the underground cellar, presides Shri Ajitnath Bhagavan, while on
the third storey presides Shri Chandraprabha Prabhu. The last renovation of the tirtha took place in V.S.
1926 on monday, the 7th day of the bright half of the month Maha. Revered Shri Vijayanandasuriji
ceremoniously installed it then. Some look upon this as the Shatrunjaya of South Maharashtra. Fairsare
held here every year on the Purnimas of Kartika and Chaitra and on the tenth day of the dark half of
Margashirsha. Devotees in thousands reap the benefit of devotion to the divine then.
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105. SHRI THANA TIRTHA (SHRI MUNISUVRATASWAMI BHAGAVAN)

This tirtha is thousands of years old. It awakens the memories of emperor Shripala, a fervent devotee
of Navapada. Theidol of MULANAYAKA Bhagavan M uni Suvrataswami is gorgeous and pleasant to view.
The temple too is extremely artistic. Events of the life of king Shripala and Mayanasundari are carved
artistically in stone. The emperor of the Jina order Acharya Shri Vijayanemisurishvaraji performed the
ANJANASHALAKA of the Jina images. The tirtha was renovated in V.S. 1960. Devotees earn spiritual
merit by the DARSHANA of this gorgeous idol.
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106. SHRI GODIJI TIRTHA (SHRI GODIJI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

This exquisitely fine temple is situated in the Payadhuni area of greater Bombay. Unique indeed is
the greatness of this Jaina temple that is 178 years old and considered to be the best in the Jainatem ples
in Bombay. The idol of Bhagavan Parshvanath of renowned greatness is miraculous. Devotees in
thousands have experience of the miracles. The flag of the temple was installed by Shri Motishah Sheth,
the best amongst those who are leaders of the Jaina religious order. His contribution towards the
construction of this temple was very much vital. The history of Shri Godi Parshvanath Bhagavan is full of
interest. Years back the idol was brought here by Shri Meghashah throughhints in adream. After several
experiences of the miracles the idol was installed in Godi village in the desert-region of Tharparkar (now
in Pakistan). It is said that just because of this the idol became renowned as Godi Parshvanath; to-day it is
installed in the Godiji temple. Formerly the temple was in Fort area of Bombay. But Shri Bhagavant was
installed in Payadhuni in V.S. 1868 because of fire. Thereafter, on the second floor an idol of Shri
Chintamani Parshvanath Bhagavan was installed and thereafter the idol of Shri Shamalia Parshvanath
Bhagavan was installed in a separate temple. Thus, three birthdays are observed every year. Recently,
keeping the idol of the MULANAYAKA just where it is, the whole temple is renovated with marble from
Makrana. Tall pillars, gorgeous peak and dome decorate the temple as if it were a plane of Gods. The
Sangha of Shri Vijayadevasuri Gaccha looks well after the administration of this Jina temple.
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107. SHRI CHINTAMANI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN (3l Bicinell wiad-ua cioiair)
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107. SHRI MOMBASA TIRTHA (AFRICA)
(SHRI CHINTAMANI PARSHVANATH BHAGAVAN)

In Kenya outside India a gorgeous Jina temple with peaks is constructed in the Mombasa city. Inthe
year 1951, three marble-idols were brought here. They were - MULANAYAKA Shri Chintamani
Parshvanath Bhagavan, Shri Adishwara Bhagavan and Shri Mahavira Swami. The Jainas who migrated
from India put in great effort towards the construction of this Jina temple. The foudation-laying
ceremony of this temple was performed on 29th December 1959 and the work of construction started on
10th February 1960. According to the tradition of the Jaina faith no iron could be used anywhere. The
officer of the Municipal council protested. Mistry Amrutlal Trivedi, who had gone there on behalf of the
firm of Kalyanaji Anandji, assured that such temples without the use of iron are built in hundredsin India.
Still, the engineer of the council remained present every day and on completion gave his approval in full
satisfaction. The installation ceremony was performed thereafter on 26th July 1963 in all gaiety and
enthusiasm. The ceremony of the opening of the door was performed at the hands of Shrimati Kunverben
Devaraj Karmashi Shah. Inthe “Shri Parshvallabha Prasada” is installed MULANAYAKA Shri Chintamani
Parshvanath Bhagavan. On the two sides are installed the idols of Shri Adishvar Bhagavan and Shri
Mahavir Swami. In the porticos outside, we have the idols of Shri Shantinath Bhagavan and Shri
Neminath Bhagavan. Here again, there is a big building for AYAMBILA SHALA wHerein there is a
permanent kitchen of Ayambila. After this, in Nairobi also, a Jina temple and a majestic idol of
MULANAYAKA Shri Muni Suvrataswami installed. The opening ceremony was performed from 4-2-84 to
12-2-84 in great splendour.
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108. SHRI KOBE TIRTHA (JAPAN) (SHRI MAHAVIR BHAGAVAN)

Japan is the most advanced and developed of all countries in Asia. Only 28 devoted Jaina families
constructed a Jaina temple in the Koba city of Japan in unstinted devotion. In the Kitan-cho area, there
are so many centres and temples of various dharmas. The temple has a dome of marble, it is decorated
with fine pillars. The temple was completed in April 1985 and, a Fero-concrete structure of two storeys
was raised for the purpose. There is a bath and assembly-hall over here. On the second floor is installed
an idol of Shri Mahavira Bhagavan acquired from Bharuch. It was ceremoniously installed in this
gorgeous temple on an auspicious day and at time as fixed by Acharya ShriVijaya Ashokasuriji, the elder
brother of Acharya Shri Vijayachandrodayasuriji.

The sculptorof the temple hailed from Japan. He visited India six times to study Indian structures and
architecture. The engravings of the dome, windows, pillars etc. of this Jaina temple were completed in
India. The temple is Kitan-cho has become a great attraction for visitors. The temple constructed at a cost
of about 1000 lakh yens is a symbol of the great devotion of 28 families and 180 Jain Shravakas.
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