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JAINA

JAINA is the Federation of Jain Associations in North America, an Umbrella organization of 71 Jain
centers throughout North America (USA & Canada). The organization was inspired by Gurudev Shri
Chitrabhanuji and Acharya Shri Sushil Muniji and formed in 1972.

The main objective of JAINA is to promote religious and educational activities related to Jain Dharma
and to promote study and understanding of Jain religion on a non-sectarian basis.
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World Jain Confederation (W]C)

The World Jain Confederation (WJC) is a premier Jain Institution promoted to adopt the basic tenets of
Jain Philosophy - AHIMSA, ANEKANT and APARIGRAHA, as a way of life for sustaining world peace and
for conserving environmental resource base.

It was launched in Mumbai by the then Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpai in 2001, the year of
2600th Bhagwan Mahavir Janam Kalyanak Mahotsava. Eminent international jurist, great philospher
and Ex-High Commissioner to UK Late Dr. L. M. Singhvi and Late Shri Pratap Bhogilal provided the first
Executive Commitee as President and Chairman respectively.
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AHMEDABAD

Jain International Trade Organization (JITO) is a worldwide body of Jain businessmen, industrialists,
knowledge workers and professionals in various fields reflecting their glory of ethical business
practices. JITO is a global organisation set to achieve socio-economic empowerment, value based
education, community welfare, practice of compassion, spiritual upliftment of fellow beings through
global friendship.

JITO Ahmedabad Chapters is one of the most active and vibrant Chapters of JITO Family. The Chapter
works as an independent organization under JITO Banner.
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Shrut Ratnakar collects rare books and get them edited, translated and printed with a view to make
them available to scholars, researchers and students of Jainism.

Shrut Ratnakar organizes 3 to 10 days workshops on subjects like Leshya, Kayotsarg, Antim Aradhana,

Upmiti Bhava Prapancha Katha and Tattvarthsutra for Shravak-Shravikas to help them understand these
subjects in depth. Sadhu- Sadhvijis also attend the workshops.
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without perpetually craving for more and more !

It is heartening to note that due to Mahatma Gandhi the principle of
Non-violence has become a household name, or precept, these days but the
equally important notions of ‘Non-possession’ (which is in fact abstinence
from excessive consumerism) and ‘Non-absolutism” (which is to regard the
variant or even opposite views of others with equal respect) has not got
wide circulation, nor acceptance, although the world needs it most urgently.

The best way to propagate these three fundamental tenets of Jainism
which are a sort of ‘sine qua non’ for the existence and progress of
humanity, would be to open a number of ‘Jain Cultural Centres’ (a la
Goethe Institute, Institut Francais or Confucious Centres ) in all the major
cities of the world where simple lectures on the importance of these, and
similar subjects pertaining to the Jain perspective and its World-view are
regularly arranged for common people of that country. These cultural centres
may also offer courses on Jainism and its practice, on its philosophy and
literature and even on Prakrit language). The so called ‘secular’ Govt. of
Indian Union is not going to do it. For this the affluent community of the
Jainas has to come forward.

In the course of the past few years, many munificent philanthropists
have donated considerable sums to create chairs of Jain studies at several
American Universities which is a happy development. But not everybody
can afford university education and to go there to learn Jainology. Such
cultural centres as I propose will go a long way to increase awareness about
Jainism and its basic principles which are in urgent need today if we want
to have a peaceful and happy world, today and tomorrow
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Keynote Speakers

Vallabhbhai Bhansali
Shailendra Mehta

B S

Conference Highlights

JAIN LEXICON: A new web portal “Jain Lexicon” - an attempt to create an online resource for all
those who are seeking nectar of Jain Dharma will be launched during the conference.

Initially, it will be just a dictionary and gradually it will evolve into an encyclopedia. In fact, the
project will never be complete.

It will remain in a constant state of augmentation, editing, and corrections.

PAHINI DEVI: one-act play (1 hour) Pahinidevi was the mother of great Jainacharya Kalikal
Sarvagna Acharyashri Hemchandrasuriji.

By giving away her son to Jain Shasan, she performed a great service to Jainism and Humanity.

The play depicting Pahinidevi's sacrifice, religious austerity, training, and purity is an
extraordinary drama.

AGYAN TIMIR BHASKAR: This work in Hindi was composed by great Jain acharya Atmaramiji
(Atmanand Vijayji) Surishwarji, who was Virchand Raghaviji Gandhi's Guru and a great scholar of
Jain-Shastras - Agams and Literature.

This book removed ignoranée of people then and helped spread light of Jain religion.

This book has been edited and reprinted. This new edition of the granth will be released during
the conference

A VERB DICTIONARY: The first comprehensive Verb-Dictionary of Gujarati language prepared
by Dr. Shridevi Mehta compiling verbs from many dictionaries.

This verb-dictionary will be very helpful for a better understanding of Gujarati language and
literature.

The inauguration of this book will take place at the conference.
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Program

Time Time

Sessions

Details

Day 1 : 18th

January, 2020

10:00 am to 12:00 pm

¢ Prayer

¢ Welcome Address
Jitendra B Shah

& Speech :
1. Maheshbhai Vadher,JAINA
2. Jigishbhai Shah,JITO
3. Arunbhai Mehta,WJC
4. H.S. RANKA WIC

¢ Keynote Address :
1. Vallabhbhai Bhansali
2. Shaileshbhai Mehta

¢ Book Release :
1. IrAA-FAAT-HETT
2. Bawue s
¢ Address of Chief Guest:

Prof Himanshu Pandya
V.C Gujarat University

¢ Vote of Thanks :
Dilipbhai V Shah

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

1st Session

Acharya AJAY SAGAR SURI
Chairman : Prof G C Tripathi
1. Dr Nitin Shah

2. Prof KK Chakravarty

3. Prof Bipin Doshi

4. Prof Ashok kumar Singh




Time Time

Sessions

Details

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

Lunch

2:00 pm to 3:30 pm

2nd Session

Chairman : Prof K.K Chakravarty

1. Prof G.C Tripathi
2. Prof Abhaya Doshi
3. Smt Lata Bothra

4. Smt. Mana Shah

5. Dr Shobhana Shah
6. Dr Subhash Kothari

3:30 pm to 3:45 pm

Tea/Coffee Break

3:45 pm to 5:30 pm

3rd Session

Chairman : Prof Bipin Doshi

1. Prof Vijaykumar Jain

2. Shri Manoj Shah

3. Prof Jagatram Bhattacharya

4. Prof Dilip Charan

5. Dr Sweta Jain

5:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Chauvihar

6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Mono-Act : Pahinidevi

7:00 pm onwards

Dinner

Day II : 19th January ,2020

9:30 am to 12:00 am

4th Session

&
&

ACHARYA RAJYASH SUR

Chief Guest :

Purushottam Rupala -1

Hon Union Minister State for Panchayati Raj
Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare

Release of Jain Lexicon :
Discussion : Virtual Jain University
Dr Lokesh Muni * Rahul Kapoor
Chairman : Vijaykumar Jain

1. Vairagyarati M.S

2. Prof. Narendra Bhandari

3. Prof. Vinod Kapasi

4. Prof. Surendra Pokhrana




Time Time

Sessions Details

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

Lunch

2:00 pm to 3:30 pm

6th Session |Documentary : Astapad Smt . Lata Bothra

3:30 pm to 3:45 pm

Tea/Coffee Break

3:45 pm to 5:00 pm

7th Session 1. Shri Nattubhai Shah
2. Swami Shaileshanand
3. Dr Sudhir Shah

4. Dhiraj Shah
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm Valedictory function
6:00 pm onwards Dinner

Scholar List

Sr
Name Subject

No )

1 |Abhaysagar Suri

2 |Rajyash Suri

3 |Dr Lokesh Muni

4 |Kushal bhanshali Important of Jain scholars in modern world

5 [Nitin Shah Practice of Compassion

6 |G C Tripathi Contemporary revelanc'e of Jainism for the welfare of
human culture and society

7 |Lata Bothra rae WAk ¥ Reuea i suaeEhar

8  |Mana Shah Ro.le of Technol?gy in bridging the gap between Jain
philosophy and its seekers
T : "IN : ==

9 |Narendra B ) rans:latlng high impact potential of Jainism to global
practice
L A 3 . .

10" | Reirl Kepoot .eshya : technique of healing and altering your
biochemistry

11 |Sejal Shah Hetcla gRiell 3nagll ua Fota{luiau




Need to celebrate non violence day on 2nd October

(w)

13 |Surendra Pokharana |in 2020. 80 Countries to save the Earth.Action plan is
required.

14 |Subhash Kothari SAREHAT # gdiarer TS e e & des F

15 |Bipin Doshi Introspection-Major challenges to Jain community

16 |Sweta Jain I Al fr ARaF AT ¥ AReEt B g

17 |Dharamchand Jain |Jainism for betterment of social life

18 [Ashokkumar Singh e Rquea ded F ad\e R

19 |Abhay Doshi mﬁmmaﬁﬁmm

20 |Shaileshanand Swami | 95U R S Few T W FE Ao |

21 |K.K. Chakravarty University for Universal Peace

22 |Manoj Shah ' Beyond Boundaries

23 |Shobhna Shah S ¥ F UR HEaEst & ARawady Aged

24 |Sudhir Shah Jainism and Happiness
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JAINA PRESIDENCE

Mahesh  Wadher is a  successful
Businessman founder / President of 3 large
organizations in the USA. He is the President
of the Federation of Jain Association in North
America which is the Umbrella Organization

of 71 Jain Centers in North America. He 1s

also President of Anekant Community Center

Los Angeles that does Medical Camps across the Globe.

Past President of JAINA. Recipient of
JAINA Ratna award in 2015.
Active in Jain education-related projects.

General editor of the Jain Lexicon project.
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JITO PRESIDENCE (AHMEDABAD CHAPTER)

Jigish Shah is bussinessman in ahmedabad & President of
JITO Ahmedabad Chapter. JITO is a worldwide organisation
of businessmen, industrialists, knowledge workers and

professionals reflecting the glory of ethical business practices.

It is a global organisation set to achieve socio-economic
empowerment, value based education, community welfare,
practice of compassion, spread of global friendship and

spiritual upliftment of fellow beings.
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WORLD JAIN CONFEDERATION

Arunkumar  Ramniklal Mehta 1s a
businessman, and the head of the family-owned
Belgian/Indian conglomerate Rosy Blue. This
company later became Rosy Blue, and is ranked
in the top six diamond companies of India. Mehta
is the senior most director of Rosy Blue. He is
- & a founder member of the Diamond Exporters
Arun-Ramniklal-Mehta Association Ltd, and has been its vice-president.

He is a member of the managing committee of the Bharat Diamond Bourse. For

20 years he was a member of the managing committee of the Gem & Jewellery
Export Promotion Council. He is the chairman Emeritus of WORLD JAIN
CONFEDERATION

Chetan Kashyap, one of the richest lawmakers in
Madhya Pradesh, he is drawing salary and allowances
and urged the state government to spend this amount

on development works.

He is well-known anthropologist and founder of
‘Ahimsa Gram’ in Ratlam, M.P. & Chairman Board

of Trustees.

Chetany Kashyapji
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SHRUT RATNAKAR

Jitendra B. Shah

Jitendra B. Shah is M.A. Ph.D. in philosophy. Foundar member of ‘Shrut
Ratnakar’, co-founder of ‘Satya Vigyan foundation’, former Director of ‘L. D.

[nstitute of Indology’, Vice Chairman of ‘B. L. Institute of Indology’.

Shrut Ratnakar is a research institute dedicated for educating, and spreading
Jain Darshan. It also undertakes research on old Granths. To achieve the objectives
Shrut Ratnakar organizes shibirs on subjects like Tattavrth-sutra, Samyag
Darshan, Upmitibhava prapanch Katha ete. It also publishes books on Various

subjects to enhance knowledge of Jainism.

(11)
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Acharya Devvrat
Governor, Gujarat
Gandhinagar-382021

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that an International Jain

organized jointly by Federation of Jain Associations

CONFERENCE

rard gaad

T qred, TE0d
TMATE-3¢3032

- Q 1AN 20710

Conference is being

in North America —

USA. World Jain Confederation, India, Jain International Trade organization

and Shrut-Ratnakar at Ahmedabad.

We know that Jain Principles of Ahimsa, Aparigraha and Anekantvad

have been promulgated for the welfare of all living beings. The essence of

Jainism is concern for the welfare of every being in the universe.

I hope the deliberations during the Conference will help to spread jain

principles for achieving humanity and world peace.

[ wish the Conference all success.

e /:T/—~r

— —

(Acharya Devvrat)
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Vijay Rupani
Chiet Minister. Gujarat State
Apro/Im/2019/12/17/vj Dt: 17-12-2019
MESSAGE

Economic empowerment of our community is feasible by
creating a global business networking platform, with gender
neutral approach. It can also be achieved through business
mentoring and creation of multiple channels for business
development in a trustworthy environment.

JAINA Federation of Jain Associations in North
America, WJC World Jain Confederation and Shrut Ratnakar
are jointly organizing an International Conference in
Ahmedabad on 18 & 19 January 2020. In this conference,
primarily the duties of Shravak to spread Jain principles for
achieving humanity will be discussed. This conference will also
discuss how the wisdom of Ahimsa, Anekant and Aparigraha
can be introduced in the present age to promote world peace.

My best wishes for the conference and golden success for
the Souvenir being published on the occasion.

(Vijay Rupani)
To,
Dr. Jitendrabhai B. Shah, President,
World Jain Confederation,
C/o. Shrut Ratnakar,
803, Sarap Building, Opp. Navjivan Press,
Ashram Road, Ahmedabad- 380014.
Email: shrutratnaker@gmail.com / support@jaina.org




1st INTERNATIONAL JAIN

CONFERENCE

U e g8 Wi Bl ALHL w0t

Al

SUEL oA A, AU 2 dAELH Aot
alad-, Ry BiuA,

yrad A, wlom wdga-q, ollm |,
Al aidlne

dl.10 /1% RO1¢

M2 UL
ALAC—16, Aupdl, 2096l A% AHEIE vid  wH(Es (321
JAINA ( Federation of Jain Associations in North America) WIC (World Jain
Confederaion ) JITO (Jain International Trade Organization) R ACTIA BRI
$-élzuz, Adetisml {usd Gusi (Bringing Jainism to all Humanity) [4uy
U " YUH §v2RAUAd B Slrgre T A 2éd 8, 7 el suHsl awll

HAML Y.

2L S-s2-aHl 29 @22 ¥ @l GUREAA 2881, % AHAL Hed R,
aueadl, el 244 Rigidia @ua wragild axa weid d 22 RBldat a4 8. aond

284 2t sirg-udl Aol 12 Wil ellE s yeize wsd .

(Q“ w@m_,

(oguglHe asium)
ulq,

st. [yarg ol. s

uHv, [Qsa o Ul

€03, 1a%la WA AH,

UM 2US, PHELALE

QTG B4 D8e-232U04UE Ul % IO N2, L33 34008, TIXA 350w (BEH)2FAN0LE0

[ataz @i old A, 10, A HAL [aesn 450 50 (28408) 097 32WeE

E-mail: min-education@gujarat.gov.in

(o, (wialis, wielis, Wie ) Gua oid 2slrsa [,




1 INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

A AME (yd Aai2)
acisil - Ry, ey

sHEIdIE RYfciRiua sIulRRie

Y 2152,
€03, uRY [Bedla,
442at Uy A,

UAH AS, AUMEIAE - 1F

20dlsL Rad JAINA, oiRd-dl yulw dar WIC, JITO 24
HdeilsAl Aysd uuell "Bringing Jainism to all Humanity" #2
Al ¢-1¢ AYEL - 100 AL A% Slrg3Ar o %A SAUHT 2AE 9.
o o L ot AL AU QAL i oAl ks sc L Sls gl
voly ARSI 51 4 2wy © 2l Gy WBs s1sd Rl AHAU AL
ollPas [Asi 2l 46 el sl wasadl a2 Wil eilfs 2l wisd «.

YAl 1l

2w A
Adl L

2.1y 5L U

HEIIdI2 AdI AEcl, AEIR U Gidal, EIRINS, WHEIUIE-3¢0 001,
D:\My Offic§ etk OfRA) ).c OuBG e84 B 53 @UIERAA9/EQ0 (H).) CCRAUEOOUCE
E-mail : leaderbjp@ahmedabadcity.gov.in « Web : www.ahmedabadcity.gov.in

(18)



Shri Mahaveer Jain Aradhar

== : 07-01-2020

11 3 s

ST, I aE FERS LI, Sfrar /g1 Aqd
WW%W%Wﬁmu
ﬁwmﬂﬁﬁmﬁmfﬁvwm
1 wmﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁqmﬁ
@%%‘ﬁ?&rﬁ%ﬁvmﬁﬁwwﬁqﬁ%
form 7 St AT AT FAT ATV

quwvﬁmﬁrwvwnmamﬁ
mrérﬁqﬁﬁéﬁmﬂﬁ?f%lmﬁﬁwi?
ﬂmwﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁuﬁmﬁw
ﬁ%uﬁsﬁg—q{ﬁﬁévﬁﬁaﬁw:@'mml
Wf@ﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁw
ﬁmﬁaﬁ‘wgﬁmvﬁ?ﬂ"fﬁ'ﬂuﬁwﬁiﬂ
ﬁiﬁmwwﬁwﬁmﬁﬁqqﬁwﬁ

S ol @ dgrer O
ST AT & F g F T
#wwﬁaﬁﬂ%,ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁ%
a%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ‘?ﬁmﬁmﬁwmwﬁ?ﬁﬁ
Iz @ §) 9AF AATE § TG TR IHTAT

Kendra, Koba 382007 (Gandhinagar), Gujarat. Te 276204/5, Fax: 079-2327

1st INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

i




T INTERNATIONAL JAIN

CONFERENCE

ACLLC*—‘T@QE“"LMM Garsur, N :
O

qTHA 3T T § 3T IqHT Age TF AT THIS HqA
AT 9 A5l o T 8l

arem ¢ & feawe & wfeafea &1 w
FTEd faaE T oarar F oo oft Fumd
afifeafa vd 39 3g o9 FEaEr i wawEr
AT ATET T GETST F qWET A GTH FIT
qUUEY FT 39 ot fAwat & sawa wEmEr
Ejeanl

TH FIFRGH # IFE AHAAT gq AT
quETHATd | & w9t s ud it g
arer st TgwTlt #1 amygare wg sneftatz Far

Zl
RERER |
TETFR |

S



1st INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

S P e Gl
=
2] silerraiMal oni: | 2f) iRy urdone o | ) glgionn AEARA oi: |
uuRAHAM -2d-2UyF 42400 o |
&

Rva gruesyle o
Aol Qeaddeie / AH148 5?. | q/l"l Gim.
)| teptroeoTr el / LidIeH

uiRIe A 24-213-EnToll @l Y¥ fiRiel A1 3 U 2> eiIceciall Hoid yeaueid
leie /3o1a 9 B, cai yet aHy &9.

Mgmld - NI

Ay
(o

"""""""" SN SR yen —Aa ) F 15 8.
i T L L T A
— N o R
""""" 51352 2R LqAT) [ sl efereh) T

--~~--~,<z<‘§e—‘|"2'&'ri\';;3 ¢ 2Amfleng) a \9,173_},1
"""""""" caot iy Al- AT/ 1€ - -1 244§1-
"""" 1 (g ni "&T-’Hé’z’iﬂépr"at}"-q“'ﬁ'é‘ &‘—"z‘—}‘;f

N A Fren Rl Tner Ay o g &

R Aot “‘ACAQ'-'{;_l'L,‘.'é‘/“‘/&u:< v [P(Feai
____________________ . e

__________ 02_(1‘\1‘1 D AT 341(: \jl‘;u U

___________ e ~
AN 2+ /‘;tﬂolA 2.’511\/2“'{'}’\ h e e

B A T [ DY . == .c'.__x_ o - -
A2, A /A At Lo <915\ ‘U\Q_h\':\

“iaicna credlotl AifRERH, AR Yot HICHA ool 281




TS INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

AH el H: &ﬂy%«?ﬁqzau

v-1-3¢
(qova 2ftetay v¢ 2112

Y/,

-;:rf M!fdlllb%?u Uflav s ety —Plz{}{:lur-f«ﬁ?,

G,

AUl HRUIMMTot GUb A 0 20 Jtn fropic
i K] av] € A MUY AN ova G A (A rcatd] Clee
otcetl QUiMig [ued ot Utiq & A Ny,

‘fl\t/ ULl 22gg ot zalq+ HeU ot Ur qURyeY
Bt NTUH 6 A gg? 114 i dl &l 6.

Vet Ux Aen T, Held N {;(}a(»{-("lll@l-HZ’)
(M8 emt as 2of e G ov. WAt el ) 210 Al Uy e)
A vt 116 M.

N\

O (11 FLCI4E EUHMTH 2t 4412¢ (Mool
VAt A2 UY ATl . A itar Yurud vl Gal v 2 6ar O
MHI a2l i Nuie dachfvs L) or.

MUILZAL e §2E 3§12 1Y% Az

Prurv A A fuar w1 T YM L T wiby Y-

(19



Ts' INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

R T ' C—”-Hkn .Qns-r.'*f

= 4—55:;4;#{_#‘1‘95(;”:5 2 é_,;@ \ O,

e e ‘Bb*ﬂtﬁ‘t—ifrrz%\ G \\%’Y\ST
—ay. < -w,,” X3 = ma:g«n@m ?7%:

7'4‘57 -2-»(-1 »th <m:‘&-k al _fgm Tt ot Erer—

———"l**r\q—’;rr;-, iﬂfn.< 7 Ué),v, 08‘ Q m’%*""’ﬂ
TNz A A ;g T ij,o\ar ";Zr?ﬁ”ahfaﬂn

TRan sy iy g &

+

— o h“‘f‘Mhr o LA
o J«sﬂu &40 ozmn.ouf?u 12y nﬂ . o

Y\ofl';h G C;>‘n U<t Ae)  Q ME\H ;.4&;__
’%J—“% 252 AL Y ad Olry)

GG TR S SAAGH BualGE S
~ S ~
G@ur N e B(R) - #_a;_am_ma.f,_wﬁ,r

Y

N ~, " .

= T e 9y S 7
3 Lﬂ A T Voo <293 m\‘a.\‘k}:/] :_
fW_ e 29 &713«71 ‘\Télﬂly (754(1-2(\‘(_%
2 Thein Lyn -H?,Kézm_ MR 2 PRS-

B 7= S e sV T AR T TS § el =M
Ay B2an AW 21pAY el TSI RS~




1S INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

KEY-NOTE SPEAKER

Mr. Vallabh Bhanshali is a leading investment banker, investor, venture
capitalist and Capital Markets expert of the country. He is the co-founder
and Chairman of ENAM group. He is a Trustee of the Bombay Stock
Exchange and serves on various Committees of the Stock Exchange, SEBI
and other bodies. A person with diversified interests, Mr. Bhanshali has
lectured throughout his career and conducted professional level seminars in
the behavioral field and published several articles in professional and other

magazines.

He has a deep interest and understanding in many fields, besides the field
of finance, such as, religion, behavioral sciences and economic development.
He serves as Director of Maya Entertainment Ltd. He served as Director
of AXIS Bank Limited since November 2%, Ro%0. Mr. Bhansali received
many awards and honours including the citation of Veteran Economist of
the Capital Markets from the Indian Council of Business. Mr. Bhanshali has

a degree in law and is also a Chartered Accountant.
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KEY-NOTE SPEAKER

Shailendra Raj Mehta (born July 2, 2%4%) is an Indian economist whose
specialist fields are microeconomic theory, institution design, industrial
organization, information economics, experimental economics, strategic
management and entrepreneurship. In June 3029, he became the President
and Director of MICA, India’s premier management school for Strategic
Marketing and Communications, Ahmedabad. He is also the distinguished
professor of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at MICA. [¢] He formerly
served as the Chairman of the Board of Management at AURO University
(Gujarat) where he also served as Acting Vice-Chancellor and Distinguished

Professor of Strategy
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Mana A. Shah

12, Shantinagar Society,

Ashram Road, Vadaj,

Ahmedabad — 380013

E-mail — mana.apoorva@gmail.com

Title: Role of Technology in bridging the gap between Jain Philosophy and its seekers
Abstract

In the changing lifestyles and expanding societies, fundamental questions of man remain the
same. These queries of 21st-century man need Jainism more than ever. From ecological crisis to
world peace to increasing mental health issues; Jain philosophy also has solutions to many of the
critical problems that humanity is facing right now. Jainism remains relevant in each passing time
cycle, but due to the lack of mediums to pass on the philosophy, it seems distant and irrelevant.
Therefore the need of the hour is to identify the means that connect Jainism to a broader audience.

Unlike a decade ago, technology has become accessible to a larger population. If it is utilised
well, it will prove to be a blessing. Various means of media and communication can be used to
explain Jainism and initiate Jain way of living. As Jainism is based equally on both Gyan and Kriya,
Jain practices stand out. It is these practices that are deep rooted in philosophy and generate curiosity.
In such situations, if there are tools available to understand these practices, the seeker can connect to
Jainism.

Philosophy experts, technology experts and monetary funds are three things needed for
creating such tools for better understanding of Jainism. There also exist such initiatives by various
individuals and organisations in this direction. After reviewing all these existing, new ideas can be
generated, content to be created and finally plans to be executed.

This research paper makes a humble effort to review existing initiatives and suggest some new ones
based on that.
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Leshya : A Technique of Healing and
Altering Your Bio-chemistry

Rahul Kapoor Jain
Mindset Coach and Inspirational Speaker

Lesya, 1s the coloring of the soul on account of its association with the
karmic matter. The color of lesya varies from person to person depending
on the psychic states and mental activities behind an action.

A clear understanding about how Leshya functions and how it impacts
the body and the soul can bring about massive transformation in a huma-
beings. We can become more peaceful, happy and centered, our relationships
can become more harmonious, we can heal body, purify our inner world
and awaken our psychic centers.

About Rahul Kapoor Jain

Over the last 20 years, Rahul Kapoor’'s programs have inspired over
200,000 people across 15 countries like India, Australia, Canada, Malaysia,
Singapore, USA and the Middle East. Participants have shown tremendous
connect with self, improved health, enhanced relationships and reported
significant rise in productivity.

Author of two books (Workwise & Dad and I), he has inspired many
through his columns in leading dailies like the Education Times. Rahul is
also a guest faculty at IIM Bangalore. He was conferred with the prestigious
Outstanding Young Persons of India Award in 2010 by Junior Chamber
International.
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Translating High Impact Potential of
Jainism to global practice

Narendra Bhandari

Jain philosophy has a high potential for developing an individual to his/
her highest physical, mental and spiritual level, in creating a harmonious
society, as also saving the earth from an imminent catastrophe. In this
article we make an attempt to analyse the causes which have inhibited
the spread of Jain ethics and values.

The main reason is that the Jain darshan has not been defined correctly,
misrepresented or not presented at all on global stage.

We begin by defining what Jainism is. It is not a religion as is generally
made out to be, nor it is a faith, a blind belief in something told by someone.
In contrast, It is a prescription for getting the correct world view, without
imposing any external conditions, so that humans do not lead their life
in falsehood, bound by the restrictions imposed by tradition, family, society
or the nation but get themselves enlightened. Jain darshan offers a crystal
ball or a glass prism to see the world as it is. It offers an experiential
technique to get oneself enlightened to lead a meaningful, purposeful life.

Why then, Jainism is not accepted and followed by the humanity at large.
The fault lies in two facts: (i) The Jains have reduced this darshan to a list
of dietary and ritualistic do’s and dont’s, which it is not. (i1)) The tenets and
merits of Jain darshan have not been presented to the world; leave alone
properly, it is not even known to most of the humanity that something like
Jain darshan exists. It has been confined to an ever diminishing number
of people and all the efforts are restricted to its practice in conduct rather
than bringing out the depth of its spiritual, intellectual, scientific and logic
aspects or the universal laws it has enunciated.

If one delves into the rich treasures of knowledge contained in Jain
)
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darshan, or in Jain scriptures, it immediately becomes clear that there
are many laws of nature, principles which govern our existence, doctrines
leading to correct world view and observational facts, enunciated more
than 2600 years ago, some of which have been rediscovered by western
science and credited to European scientists only during the past 400 yeas.
Some of these aspects have been summarised in the books ‘Scientific
Perspectives of Jainism’ and ‘Jain Philosophy: a Scientific approach to
Reality’ and in chapter 2 therein (Bhandari, 2018). It may be emphasised
that the two noble prizes in medicine for the year 2016 and 2017 are
based on Jain practices of fasting and solar metabolic cycle. It serves no
propose to claim or derive solace in stating that these are Jain concepts
but efforts must be made to carry out similar research on other concepts
and present it to the world, in their language, with their logic and in
their methodology. This is one way the importance of Jain philosophy can
be brought on the world stage. Some areas of such research relates to
establishing Karma theory, concept of matter and consciousness, apply Jain
logic of seven predications (saptabhangi) to day to day problems (instead
of binary logic), apply jain concepts in ecology, societal problems and for
personal betterment. Techniques of shatavadhan have vast applications in
memory improvement and can be beneficial to students and administrators
alike. The Jain doctrines of anekantavad, aparigrah, ahimsa, forgiveness
and Jain techniques of meditation can bring about peace in the world and
mitigate the human misery and save the earth ecosystem from imminent
collapse.

The solution thus lies in a high level of scientific research to establish
various Jain doctrines, which will convince the educated, academic and
learned world community in their substantial truth.
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Need to celebrate International Non-violence
day on October 2 in 200 countries to save the
Earth: Action plan is required

Surendra Singh Pokharna

and Narendra Bhandari

Science and Spirituality Research Institute
(SRI), Ahmedabad

United Nations has declared October 2, the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi as an International Non-Violence Day in 2007, but not
much has been done in the last 12 years to celebrate it. We ought to observe
it on the scale and style of Yoga day with active public participation.

Non-violence is required because in last fifty years, half of animals and
insects have died or killed on the Earth due to human activities, climate
change and other factors. Around 25,000 biological species are getting
extinct every year. About 15,000 crores (150 billions) animals are killed
for food and due to other human activities. (www.occupyforanimals.net/
animal-kill-counter.html). The industrial-agriculture ventures coming up
now will make it immensely worse.

Production of non-vegetarian food, weight wise, requires around 10-
20 times more land and 20 to 50 times more water, which offers a big
danger to our environment and ecology. Non-violence is also required as
terrorism is on the jncrease in the world, senseless violence is increasing
every other day; some countries are threatening for war, even atomic war,
and there is a cut throat competition in all walks of life, resulting into
violent feelings among people leading to an overall increase in the feelings
of violence at subconscious levels. Crimes involving women children are
also on the rise. As per one theory, we are fast moving towards a “Sixth
Extinction” in which a majority of living beings will disappear in the near
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future due to human beings, inhuman activity. The natural extinctions,
do occur and five have been recorded in the last 55 crores years, but
nature has an inbuilt process of recovery, unlike the rapid imminent man-
induced extinctions.

In view of these developments, there is a need to celebrate the
International Non-violence day on a large scale in the whole world in general
and 1n 200 member countries of UN in particular to make the people aware
of these issues and an overall improvement in world’s environment. India,
in general, and Jain community in particular should take a big lead in this
direction as our country has long history towards teaching the concept of
non-violence since thousands of years by Mahaveer and Buddha. We have
already initiated a program of Peace ambassadors in 13 countries and 13
eminent persons have agreed to implement the program in their immediate
neighbourhood. A more detailed action plan needs to be prepared for this
purpose at different levels. An experience of observing Non-violence day
during last five years in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh would
be described as a pilot study for this action plan.

Scientific basis of how much difference an individual can make, even
if he observes non-violent living style for a short time, will be presented
within the frame work of a model of earth response, considering the capacity
of the Earth system.
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The philosophy of live and let live does not necessarily embrace or condone
the differences of others, but it promotes accepting the differences of others
without trying to change them. It is foolish to squander the time you have
to live your life here on Earth by telling others how to live their own lives.
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In Sutrakritang, it is clearly mentioned that there is nothing higher
than the sense of security, it says one should not fear from others and
one should not cause fear to others. Accumulation of arms and weapons
are considered a means of security yet these, instead of giving security,
generate fear and a sense of insecurity in the party that doesn’t have them.
These insecurities start a race for accumulation of superior weapon and
eventually a war.

Lord Mahavira in Acharanga sutra proclaimed "Atthi sattham
parenaparam, Natthi asattham parenaparam" i.e. There are weapons
superior to each other, but nothing is superior to disarmament or non-
violence. It 1s the selfish and aggressive outlook of an individual or a society
that gives birth to war and violence.

Tattvartha sutra written by Acharya Umaswati (aka Umaswami) stated
that mutual cooperation is the essential nature of human beings and the
function of the soul is to help one another.

Uttaradhyayana Sutra underpins the importance of war with oneself to
get rid of insecurities that runs as precursor for war and conflicts.
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Jainism for betterment of social-life

Prof. Dharmchand Jain

Although Jainism is considered as a religion for attaining ultimate salvation
from sorrows, but the principles of Jainism are also helpful in betterment of
social life of an individual. The tenets like pranatipata-viramana (restrain from
violence), mrsavada-viramana (restrain from false speech), adattadana-virmana
(restrain from stealing), svadara or svapati-santosa vrata (satisfaction with own
spouse only) and parigraha-parimana(limiting the possession and desires) are
important for purification of our behavior which is helpful in making social life
better. A person pursuing these principles cannot be harmful to the society. Not
only this, but also he protects the rights of living with dignity and respect of
every human being. Behavior of such person generates harmony and positive
attitude in the society. In this way these five principles make social life better.
A person of the world having these principles in practice can make his own life
happy and can make others life happier. These are also the ethical doctrines.
A society developed with ethical doctrines is considered as the best because it
remains devoid of mutual confrontations and the behavior of the people may
nourish love and harmony in the society.

The society is created through our social behavior. Presently the society is
facing the problem of violence, untrust, corruption, non-celibacy, possession,
desires, polluted environment etc. The solution of these problems is derived from
the practice of above five principles. Although these principles are discussed in
other schools of philosophy also like Yoga and Bauddha, but in Jainism these
are discussed minutely and followed by the householders as anuvrata.

Jain philosophy considers that human beings are the makers of the society.
We can change our thought, attitude and action. Jainism doesn’t accept the
God as creator of our social life. We can change the society with changing

®



1t INTERNATIONAL JAIN
CONFERENCE

our thought from negative to positive protecting self respect and esteem of
everybody. Human being is more important than our money, property or such
belongings which become somewhere cause of anxiety, anger, pride, deceit
and greed. Jain philosophy suggest to refrain from these evil emotions. A man
having anger, futile pride, deceptive nature and greedy attitude is harmful for
the society and having victory on these evil emotions a person can make the
society happier with him.

Theory of karma is an important principle for correcting ourselves and leading
in the right path. This theory of Jainism also promotes our good actions and
giving up the bad actions. If we do bad to others, it will bear bad consequences
to us. If a person causes pain, grief, agony, crime or injury to others then he
acquires the same in its result. He bears sorrows in life. If a person behaves
with compassion to all living beings then it is a cause of happiness.

Samyagdar$ana (right world-view), samyagjnana (right knowledge) and
samyakcaritra (right conduct) are the means of attaining salvation, but these
are also the means of betterment of social behavior and life. Samyagdarsana
bears a characteristic of kindness (anukampa) which is helpful in making our
attitude better to society and also it gives the right shape to our thought process.
Samyagjfiana is always beneficial for the welfare of ourselves and the society.
According to the views and knowledge of a person, his conduct or behavior takes
place. So for the purification of our conduct samyagdarsana and samyagjfiiana
are very much helpful.

Anekantavada is also a philosophical tenet of Jainism which gives wide
perspectives to a person for correcting himself in behavior with others. With
help of nayavada we can understand the different attitude of different people
and can decide to react in a right manner which can make our social life better.

In this way this paper will concentrate on the practice of Jain principles to
make our life better in social aspects.

(34)
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Contemporary relevance of Jainism for
the welfare of human culture and Society

G.C. Tripathi, Delhi

In the long history of human race stretching out to many thousand
years, there has perhaps never been a time when the cardinal principles
of Jainism, especially its three fundamental tenets of Ahimsa, Aparigraha
and Anekanta, were more relevant than they are today. There is no count
of those millions of human beings who lost their lives in useless wars
or internecine conflicts. However the mankind has learnt no lesson from
them and the instinct of belligerence has not left us. The main causes
for these conflicts have been --as is well known —to grab the wealth and
the property of others, not being satisfied with what one already has,
or just to kill the other simply because he holds different views about
life, its purpose, about the world and its creator. Lack of tolerance for
the religious views of the others and the arrogance to believe that what
I think is the only and the absolute truth, has not seldom been a cause
of foolish internecine wars.

Whereas the principle of Ahimsa teaches to respect the right to live 1n
case of all worldly beings including ones enemies, the Anekanta teaches
to respect the views of others , even of your opposites, because the Truth
may have many facets. At the same time it makes you humble, helps you
shed your arrogance and avoids conflict on religious ground,

The Greed that led to wars in ancient times , makes itself manifest
today in the limitless exploitation of the resources of the Mother-Earth
without thinking of the needs and requirements of our future generations.
75% of total resources are consumed today by just 25% of the inhabitants
of affluent countries, much less remains for the rest. There should be an
end to this excessive consumerism. The tenet of Aparigraha, if properly
adopted and practiced, shall curb this limitless greed of human beings
and will teach us to live a happy and contented life with what we have,
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