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In ancient India though the chief source of Earning money was the buying
and selling of goods, yet many other ways, right or wrong, were employed to earn
it. Some of these means, which yielded good and quick returns, were ignoble,
others, which were considered noble, yielded limited returns. Udyotana siiri has
mentioned both these types of means in his work Kuvalaya mzlakahi (779 A. D.).

Ignoble Means

When Maysditya and Sthanu thought of earning money, the question was
how to earn it. Without money, Dharma and Kama can not be achieved’? them
Mjayaditya suggested ‘Friend, if itis so, let us move on to Varanasi. There we
shall gamble, break into the houses, snatch the ear-rings, loot the passengers, pick
the puckets, indulge in jugglery and cheat the people. In other words we would do
every thing by which we can earn money.2 Sthinu was sorry to hear all this and

he dubbed these means as ignbble as they were against gentlemanliness.
—( Hoe Mahanto doso 57.23 ).

Besides these means, earning money by selling creatures and animals was
also regarded as ignoble in this work® The above means of earning money were
prohibited by Jain writers on account of non-violent principles. In Dharmabindu
and Upamitibhava-prapaficakathd, the use of these means is prohibited.4

Respectable Vocations
On being asked by Mayaditya, Sthanu described following noble means
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which have also been sanctioned by the rishis.
—(Risihim eyam pura bhaniyam—57-23).

7. Going from one place to another (Disi gamanam)

There are many references to this means in the work. Mayaditya, Dhanadev,
Sagardatta etc. The sons of merchants, have earned money by going to other coun-
tries. The reference to the assemblage of merchants of eighteen countries at one
place points to first fact (152.24). In contemporary literature one comes across
many references of this kinds.?

To go to other countries for business purposes was profitable from many
points of view. A man could carry on business whole-heartedly and fearlessly
living away from the cares and worries of the home. One could attract the people
there by his way of living and the main thing was that a man could earn a lot by
selling the home-made goods at other places at fancy prices and buying the goods
of those places at cheap prices and selling them in his own country at high prices.
Apart from this a man gathered a lot of experience of inter-state trade guilds.
Young merchants got an opportunity to earn money by their own efforts for
which they always remained eager.

—(apnam apuvvam attham ZharZimi bahu-balepam 65.10).

2. Partnership (Hoe mittakaranam ca)

To do business in partnership has many advantages. First, one does not
feel any danger in the journey. Secondly, if there was loss, it was shared. Thirdly,
one could get advantage out of mutual common sense and business-skill. In Kuva-
layamalakaha Mayaditya and Sthanu went out together as partners and they earned
a lot of money {57-28). Dhandeva and, Bhadrasreshthi were also partners (66.33).
Sagardatta had carried on business in a foreign country by entering into partner-
ship with a merchant there (105-23). In the business fteld partnership was one of
the common practices.2

Whereas, on the one hand, partnership had its advantages, sometimes it
was also disadvantageous. If the partner was not honest, one had to bear loss. Out
of greed, Mayaditya had thrown his partner Sthanu into the well (61.15.19). Dhan-
dev had also pushed Bhadrashreshthi into the deep sea (57.20). They did it so
that they may not have to give their share and get the whole of it themselves.
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There are many references to such dishonest partners in contemporary literature.l
3. Pleasing the king (Naravar seva)

Pleasing the king is absolutely essential every-where for earning money.
Whenever any merchant reached the state of the king with his caravan, he waited
on the king with valuable presents and sought permission to do business in his
territory. As soon as Dhandeva landed in Ratnadeep2, he took the presents, met
the king and pleased him by his offerings.8 Itis clear that the permission of a
king was essential for carrying on business in his state.

4. Skill in weights and measures (kusalattanam ca manappamane su)

The two terms—‘kusalattanam ca manappam@anesu’ mean that it is very
necessary to have skill in judging the goods, Only a skilful merchant can judge
the worth or worthlessness of various goods. Profits can be earned only when a
merchant purchases pure goods. Dhandeva’s father hinted that it is very difficult
to judge the quality of goods unless one has sufficient proficiency in it.

—(Duppariyallam bhandam 65.15).

5. Alchemy (Dhauvvao)

The art of making artificial gold from metals by various chemicals was also
a source of earning money. In the eighth century ‘Dhatuvada’ was current and had
been developed as an art. Udyotanasiiri has given a detailed description of Dhatu-
vida in his work, being practised in a secluded part of the Vindhya forest—(p. 195).
It is said that the assembled Dhiatuvadins or alchemists (Kemiyagara) were
failing in their attempt. Prince Kuvalayachandra tried his own knowledge and
succeeded in the making of gold. It appears that one of the epithets of the Dhata-
vidins was Narendra, meaning a master of charms or antidotes. The word is
also used in this sense in classical Sanskrit literature. Dhatuvada is also called
Narendra-Kala 197.16).4

6. Worship of the deity (Devayarahan)

While going on'a journey to earn money, many ceremonials were perfor-
med. The favourable deities were worshipped. Worship of different means of
deities was considered auespicious for different means of earning money. While
going on their round thieves worshipped Kharpat, Mahakala, Katyayani etc.?

1. This had become a literary motif as appears from Jayasi describing a similar
situation of a storm and ship-wreck brought about by a Rakgasa (Partner) ‘A
cultara note’—in Introduction to Kuv. by Dr. N. 8. Agrawala, p. 120.
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While going to a foreign country, merchants worshipped the sea-god (Ptitina
samudda devam 105.32) and remembered other favourable deities (Sumarijjanti itha
devae, 67.2). Sagaradatta had worshipped Indra, Dharnendra, Dhanak and Dhanpal
for earning money by means of mining.1

7. Sea Voyage (Sayar-Taranam) ‘

In ancient India there were two chief trades—local trade and foreign trade.
For foreign trade one had to go beyond the seas. So sea-faring was considered
essential for earning money. OSea voyage was particularly profitable because
goods of one’s own country could be sold in other countries at high rates and gold
could be brought from beyond the seas into one’s country, 2 In Kuvalayamila-
kaha there are many references to sea-voyage (67.30, 89.8, 105.31 etc.), which have
been detailed by Dr. Buddha Prakash in his article recently® Though one could
earn handsome profits by going across the seas one also faced many difficulties such
as risking one's life.4
8. Digging of the Rohanparvata (Rohanammi khananam)

It was believed that Rohanparvata is situated in the a boys of inferno and
was made of gold. People go there and bring gold by digging and thus become
rich. There are two references in Kuvalayamala where a description has been given
about the Rohan Khanan, Sagardatta, on leaving home because of insults, thinks
over the means of earning money sitting in a garden of Jaishrinagari, Whether
he should go beyond the sea infested by crocodiles or should dig up the Rohan-
parvata situated in the inferno.®

The other reference is that when the poor young merchant of Champa-
nagari were not able to earn money by other means they reached somehow
other, the Rohan deep. Hearing its name their joy knows no bounds and they
think that in this deep, when even the unlucky (impious) get wealth, why should
not we get gems by digging the Rohandeep ® :

From the above it is clear that Rohankhanana was the last means af earning
money. Only a man who was not able to earn money by any other means thought
of Rohankhanana and get money from there. It appears that this particular means
of earning money was the symbolic of labour. It meant that just as it is very
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"difficult to bring gold from the inferno, soan unsuccessful merchant .can .get
success by working hard again and again.

9. Other means

Besides the above means of earning money, many others have been detailed
in Kuvalayamzla. The two young merchants of Champa have been shown to be
using the following means which have not come earlier— B oo

9. Agriculture (kisi karisanammi)
10. Loading of animals ({K‘mviya goni bhariyala)
11. Slavery (Para gehe acchhik Samadhatta) '
12. Begging (Bhikkam bhamanti)
13. Service (Dejjasu Amham Vitti)
14. Soldiery (lagga olaggium)
15, Using of Occult Powers (Anjana-jogesu)
15. Bilapravesh (Vilammi Pavisanti)
17. Mantra siddhi (Mantam gahifina)
18. Exchange (Thora-Kammam)
19. Wrestling (Mallattanpam)
20. Mining (Khangavae ; 104.20-31)

Often, even inspite of adopting these means, one could not earn money as
he desired and faced disappointment. Hence he had no alternative but to seek
solace in religion. For this purpose he construed the various means of earning
money in a religious and moral sense. For example—

Trade--Control the shop of body by the shop keeper of heart and buy and
sell the goods of virtue. In this way one will earn the profit of happiness.?

Begging ——If you have to beg then have the bowl of trust, put on the loin
cloth of control and hang the sling of wisdom deed go about the houses of teachers,
you will get the alms of knowledge.2 etc.

In the opinion of Udyotanasari all the above means are connected with
violence in some form or another. Therefore, a man can not get release from
this world by using them. Even then there are many worldly people who earn
money by these means in order to support their families.? Udyotana does not
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approve of these means because of the violent overtones found in them. He
wanted that the people should do religious deeds by which they could achieve
permanent bliss (192.24).

From the above description of the means of earning money as described
by Udyotana it is clear that various means were used in ancientl ndia to earn money,
chief among which were trade, agriculture, sea-voyage. arts and crafts. Mining
was also in vogue. In this connection an important point to note is that in the
society of the period the division of labour was not rigid on the basis of caste. A
merchant could adopt any type of profession.? Local and foreign all sorts of
trades were current. Even at that time Varanasi was a centre of "attraction for
pilgrims, tourists and merchants. Because of the jostling crowds frauds such as
looting and cheating were practised.

1. 'India’s Foreign Trade in the Ancient Period—Its Impact on Society’ —~Dr.
Lallanji Gopal, the Quarterly Review of Historical Studies, 1965-66, Vol. V
No. 4. pp. 186-192.
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