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Pk. alia- ‘tied’
H. C. Bhayani

1. @YTAsT occurs in the expression TH-WHTAS in
Setubandha 9, 85, meaning ‘tyed to one post’, with reference to
clephants. The context is that of the description of the Suvela moun-
tain. In the mountain forests all the seasons are said to be present
simultaneously like scveral elephants tied at thc same post. The
commentators have rendered Pk. alia variously as anita, alanita,
alina or niyamita as noted by Handiqui (Notes, p. 112). There is
also a textual variant nialid = nigadita. Goldschmidt has tentatively
corrected as kharhbhallia which is recorded in PSM on that basis.

2. Handiqui's observation that ahia is a De$ya word is in the
right direction. He has drawn attention to two Apabhrams$a passages
from Svayambht’s Paumacariya wherein the form aliyau occurs
with reference to the tying post of an elephant :

ST-EY S nfeas, & due-fratafs frafess 119, 14, 3)
‘(The elephant) which was tied to the tymg post and was
fettered with chains.’

SI-TY Y AAS | (79, 12, 6)

‘(The elephant) with his trunk was tied to the tying post.’

In the glossary to the Paumacariyu, Part 1, 1 have con-
nected, now 1 think wrongly, 3Tf&T3™ with Sk. 37 + &t and trans-
lated 1t as ‘Crouched’. But in the glossary to Part 3, I have translated
AT correctly as ‘tied’ and has referred, now I think wrongly, to
PSM which has derived ST33 from Sk. AT and AT from
AT »

In Sk. STV is a later form of 3T ‘tying, binding” (from
the root di- ‘to bind’). A past passive participle 3TfeId would give
31f&™ in Prakrit. Semantically it is unsatisfactory to connect it with
Sk. 3T + &, and phonetically so to connect it with 3T + 7. Besides
there is the expression WA occurring in the Jain Canonical text



o

Panhavagaranaim (1, 3 according to PSM), for which although PSM
has given AT as the source word, the change cannot be ac-
counted for phonetically. 3T is clearly an action noun from a root
3A-, A being its past passive participle. 3@- ‘to tie’ was
possibly formed on the basis of 3TN (< 3€MH, deriving from 3T +
).

References :

Setubandha, Translated by K. K. Handiqu (Prakrit Text Series, No.
xx, 1976).

Paumacariya edited by H. C. Bhayani (Singhi Jain Series, no. 34.
Part 1, 1933; no. 36. Part 3, 1960).

Paiasaddamahannavo (PSM). 1963.
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