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2. The term fer=md: does not help us much in decid-
ing the authorship. The plural form can be used out of respect
for the author. At the same time it is very likely that ancient
authors might have composed sutras and Haribhadrasuri might

have put them together.?

(R) W. &, o). A TE D ;

The Paficasatra which is a small elegant treatise written by
some old writer whose name has still remained unknown.*

3) WM& T WA A D ;
It is not possible to talk of individual authorship with re-

gard to works like Pajicasttra. The basic contents of this book
are as ald as Jainism. They are a literary heirloom preserved in

the memory of jain monks.*

() 3T W. o). TH. Forhvl TITA WY Fg T H :

The language of post-canonical Jain works in partly Prakrit-
the so called-Jaina MaharasTri and partly Sanskrit. The language
of the known Prakrit works of Haribhadra is Jaina MaharasTri
whereas the present work is written in Ardhamagadhi prose; and
this prose shares quite a few pecularities of the diction and style
of the canonical works. This fact suggests that Acarya Haribhadra
was possible not its author. It is not unlikely that the author of
Paricasutra regarded the contents of the text as the property of
the entire Jaina Samgha and preffered to remain anonymous. It is
also suggestive of its early date of composition. How early it is
diffcult to say. Since Haribhadra does not know who its author
was. We may not be far wrong in saying that it was composed

about a century or so before Acarya Haribhadra flourished.®
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