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Tue GANDHAR! PRAKRIT VERSION OF
THE RHINOCEROS SUTRA

 I.C.WRIGHT*

The earliest South Asian manuscripts, dating from about
the first century AD, have been preserved in eastern Afghani-
stan, thanks to a local practice of interring them in jars when
well past their prime. The Early Buddhist Manuscripts Project
of the British Library and University of Washington (Seattle)
has undertaken the task of unrolling, reconstructing, and deci-
phering some of these congealed birch-bark scrolls in Kharoshti
script and Gandhari Prakrit orthography. Following closely upon
his preliminary description of the British Library collection in
Ancient Buddhist scrolls from Gandhara (Seattle and London,
1999), Richard Salomon has provided an edition together with
excellent facsimile photographs, of one of the best preserved
texts, a set of verses corresponding to Khaggavisanasuita, the
‘Rhinoceros Siitra’ of Khuddakanikaya.'

The survival of much of an Uddana, which for once pro-
vides a catchword index of each and every verse, and the use of
fibre-optic light to reveal a few obscured syllables, have made
possible a painstaking reconstruction of this Gandhari
‘Khargavisana’ text, relatively complete save for the disinte-
gration of the third pada of most verses (where textual varia-
tion is particularly prevalent). It differs strikingly from the Pali
1. Richard Salomon, 4 Gdndhari version of the Rhinoceros Sitra: British
Library Kharosthi Fragment 5B. With a contribution by Andrew Glass.
(Gandhiran Buddhist Texts, 1), Seattle and London, 2000. Mr. Glass has
contributed an imprtant analysis of Kharoshti written forms. Studies of frag-
ments corresponding to texts from Ekottarigama, Dharmapada, Avadana,

and Abhidharma are currently being prepared by other participants in the
project. '
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in many of its readings. The readings tend to agree with San-
skrit versions where available, and they seem to pose no very
serious threat to the authenticity of the Pali tradition in this
respect.

On the other hand, the very different arrangement of the
verses in the Gandhari text may be evidence of an early stage
in the process of compilation.? An impression of homogeneity,
and arr objection to the reconstruction of an Urtext, at least in
the present state of knowledge, have made Salomon disinclined
to pursue this aspect of the matter. He writes (p.41) of the ‘re-
petitive character of the poem as a whole, which develops over
and over in different terms the same basic themes of the ben-
efits of solitude and the necessity of choosing one’s compan-
ions carefully’. One can, however, identify three different types
of verse, which are unlikely to have originated in one burst of
poetic inspiration: '

(1) About a third of the verses are constructed with gerunds,
after the manner of the notably anomalous distich Pa][li] 11-12
(=Suttanipata 45-46), Ga[ndhari] 25-26:

abhibhuyya ... careyya;
(rajid va rattham) pahdya ... eko care (khaggavisanakappo).

This is unique among the verses also in that the syntax explic-
itly relates the rhinoceros image to the verb care alone, and it
has a respectably ancient pedigree as Dhammapada 328-329
...eko care (mdtang’ araniiie va ndgo). The Dhp version is more
cogent, for there the image of a retiring king in one pada clari-
fies the image of the ousted leader of a herd of elephants in the

2. ‘Whereas Plali Khaggavisana ] is the outcome of a long tradition of
standardization and canonization, G[andhari Khargavisana] is a single early
testimony of what would be, at best, an early stage in the same processes’
(Salomon, p.48). Like Salomon (p.47), one would no longer entertain the
thought that the deliberately repetitive Sanskrit version might reflect an
early stage of development.
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other; it has no bearing on the rhinoceros image.

(2) About half of the verses are constructed with adjectival
phrases (including participles, gerunds combined with adjec-
tives, and adjectives plus hutva/bhavitva), where one may have
to infer, from the analogy of the Dhp verses, that the rhinoc-
eros image relates only to the verb care (and not, for example,
to saccavadi eko care in Pa. 25, Ga. 10); or where one may
gather, from the verse as a whole, that the rhinoceros is de-
picted as a ferocious and a peace-loving creature, equally com-
parable with the lion and the deer.

(3) Half a dozen verses, including two that provide the text
with a framework (Pa. 1 and 41; Ga. 1 and 39), contrive to
relate the image clearly to care alone by avoiding any syntac-
tic relationship between it and the first three padas. Despite
Norman, The group of discourses, 1992, 6, an elephant verse
Pa. 19, Ga. 32 will belong here (since it has the same con-
struction as the lion verse Pa. 38, Ga. 22): ‘as an elephant
(wanders) leaving the herds ... one should wander in the for-
est; one should go one’s way alone like the rhinoceros’.

Salomon rightly urges the rendering ‘Rhinoceros’ for
‘Khargavisana’, in preference to ‘Rhinoceros Horn’, so that
the wording of the refrain eko care Khaggavisdnakappo may
basically convey a recommendation to go one’s way uncon-
cerned after the manner of the grazing rhinoceros. He is will-
ing to concede a fundamentally punning intent,’ although this
would obscure both the image of the solitary grazing rhinoc-
eros and (if it occurs at all outside the imagination of later
compilers and commentators) that of the uniqueness of the.
Indian rhinoceros’s horn.

The rhetorical figure based on the ambiguity of the verb
car- ‘to go one’s way’ and ‘to graze’ is clear; and, wrong though
the Niddesa’s explanation may be, there was no need to make

3.°I prefer to solve, or perhaps avoid, the problem by declaring that ... the
ambiguity is perhaps an intentional and creative one.’ (p.13).
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nonsense of it, as the later commentators appear to have done,
by correlating ‘like it’ in the phrase ‘go his way like it’ with
‘horn’ rather than with ‘rhinoceros’ (Nidd II E¢ 129):

yathd khaggassa nama visanam ekam hoti adutiyam,
evam eva so paccekabuddho takkappo tassadiso tappatibhdago
.. eko adutiyo muttabandhano sammad loke carati,

‘As the rhinoceros has one single horn, so he, being in-
dividually enlightened, should go his way in life properly,
like it, as one single individual rid-of-encumbrances’.

The syntax would readily confuse later commentators.
It is an interesting attestation of the correlation of tat- in the
posterior clause with the genitive kkaggassa as the logical
subject of the prior clause, for it is not obvious how the horn
could share with the individual either the quality of lack of
encumbrance or non-attachment. Nor does the Niddesa’s ex-
planation of -kalpa as ‘like, having its qualities in a high de-
gree’* support the idea that the ascetic’s ‘loneness’ is being
compared with the horn’s ‘uniqueness’. The Niddesa can be
attempting to combine the text’s rational meaning with its
explanation of the word khaggavisana ‘rhinoceros’ as ‘one-
horned khagga’, hence ‘he should be minimally encumbered
like the one-horned rhinoceros’. This agrees with the opening
verses of both the Pali and the Gandhari, which proscribe, not
the society of one companion, but that of a plurality of com-
panions. Nevertheless, it is an error, for the verb care shows
that the idea of solitary perambulation is paramount.

Niddesa’s postulatlon of a neuter visdna 1s as implau-
sible as its gloss ‘one single horn’. Feminine visdna, possibly
also visdnakd (Whitney-Lanman, ad AV 6.44.3), was used to
denote ‘hartshorn’ as a medicinal substance (AV 3.7.1), with
explicit etymological reference to the fact that the antlers are

4. yathd atilonam vuccati lonakappo....
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regularly shed (AV 6.121.1). The word seems to have been
distinct from cattle horn (svayamsrasta gosrnga in Kaus.),
and at that stage would seem to lack any obvious reference to
the number of horns. The comparison (in the verse Pa. 5, Ga.
5) of the rhinoceros-like solitary ascetic with a free-roaming
deer is somewhat inapt (given the deet’s gregarious nature),
but could have been prompted by an inevitable association of
the animal’s name with visdnd, since the image of a fleet-
footed deer is specifically invoked in connection with hartshorn
in AV 3.7.1(harindsya raghusyddo 'dhi sirsdni bhesajdm,
s4 ... visdnaya ... aninasat). Variations on the theme, com-
parisons with a single lion and a single elephant in subse-
quent verses, share the same defect, but lack the etymological
pretext.

Such evidence as there is (Mayrhofer, EWA, 1, 443f)
suggests that there was an indigenous word for ‘rhinoceros’,
of which NPers. karg, kargadan (Steingass), karkadan (EWA),
Greek karfk]Jazonos,® Ga. khargavis[d]na and Skt. khadga,
khddgavisana are all adaptations. This tends to imply that
visdna was introduced into the animal’s name by analogy with
antler mythology; and Gandhari (with its voiced sibilants)
would be the likely source of the Persian and Greek. The name
would be on a par with mr gandbhi (and Mh. Pkt. migapuccha:
BSOAS, 62, 1999, 533f.), signifying either the musk-deer or
musk itself.

It could be the verse Pa. 15 evam dutiyena saha ..., with
the sentiment ‘two is a crowd’, that inspired the Niddesa’s
etymology based on ‘visanam ekam adutiyam’. It occurs as
Ga. 40, a final stanza that served to suim up the import of the
5. Read kar[g]azonos for attested karta®? On such evidence, Salomon’s
insistence on ‘expected khagga’ (p.77, etc.) in lieu of attested Ga. kharga
needs to be modified. The PTS Dictionary cited the word as feminine
khaggavisana ‘rhinoceros’s horn’: but there is no point in accepting the
commentator’s interpretation, while rejecting the imagined neuter visdna
‘horn’ on which they based it.
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text as a whole (as Salomon observes, p.187). In the Pali, the
verse has been appended instead to Pa. 14 (pabhassarani ...
duve), but there it would be intrusive, since Ga. 16-17 (Pa. 14
and 16) will have been placed together on the strength of their
identical structure (disvd, eko care) and their inclusion of the
basically synonymous words prabhasvara and citra.® In that
case, a naive arrangement of the material in Gandhari (two
simple groupings: twice *digpd in Ga. 16-17; and thrice
*sahdya- in 25-27) contrasts with a sophisticated arrangement
in Pali, where a new juxtaposition of disvad ... duve with
dutiyena saha ... pekkhamdno (Pa. 14-15) is used as a bridge
linking the sahdya verses (11-13) with a new pair of
kamagunesu verses (16-17):

Pa. 11-13 sahaya ... pahaya Ga. 25-27
Pa. 14 disvd ... duve Ga.16

Pa. 15 dutiyena saha ... pekkhamano Ga.40

Pa. 16 kamagunesu disvd Ga.17

Pa. 17 kamagunesu disva (not in Ga.)

The appearance of Pa. 15 after 14 (so separating 13 sahdya-
from 15 saha, and 14 pabhassarani from 16 citrd ) is surpris-
ing, but it is at least consistent with the introduction of the
new item 17 after 16. The reason for connecting 14 with 16
(synonyms pabhassara and citra, reinforcing disva ) would -
seem to have been forgotten, just as 15, the basis of Niddesa’s
explanation of khaggavisana, has lost its status as part of the
text’s framework.

6. As catchword for Ga. 16 *dispa suvarnaga ..., the Uddéna used the
significant term prabhasvarani; but for Ga. 17 kama hi citra ..., it prob-
ably had kama (Salomon, p.193f), in keeping with its more normal prac-
tice of using the first word or phrase of the verse. Ga. 25-27, the three
sahdya- verses, are also identified by their openings. Salomon considers
*dispa a plausible conjecture, in lieu of expected -spa or -§pa, on the
strength of a possible trace of such a spelling in Ga. 17¢, but he admits
that the evidence, a remnant on the edge of a fragment, is far from com-
pelling.
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The original pair, Pa.14 and 16, Ga. 16-17, with their
observation (disva) of clashing bangles and vain pleasures,
and with eko care as the lesson to be drawn from them, are
akin to the old Nidarsana figure, notably Bhatti’s avagamayann
iva pasyatah (where the calming of the raging sea is convey-
ing a moral lesson to onlookers). Pa. 15, Ga. 40, on the other
hand, is somewhat different. No doubt its first word evam has
been utilized by the compilers, as Norman and Salomon sug-
gest, to link this verse with what goes before, but that would
not be its original function within the verse. From some quar-
rel that has been observed (evam), but is not described, one
inference is drawn in the first three padas (evam... mam’ assa
‘the same would happen to me’), and another in the fourth
(eko care).

Besides, the participle pekkhamano in Pa.15 is an inter-
loper among the surrounding Pali gerunds. A tendency, com-
mon to both versions, to group certain gerundial construc-
tions together may support the claim of the distich Pa. 11-12
to have had a seminal role in the evolution of the text. In Pa.
10-20, almost a dozen gerund-based verses cluster around the
distich 11-12 and the disva group Pa. 14-17. In the Gandhari,
a group of five that includes the two *dispad verses is soon
follow.d by a gronp of four that includes the distich Pa. 11-
12. There is another interloper in Pa. 10-20. Pa. 19 is one of
the half dozen verses that avoid any syntactic link with the
three padas (vihare ... care: its gerund is incidental to the com-
parison ndgo va). The juxtaposition of Pa. 18-19 will reflect
the fact that these verses correspond to Ga. 31-32, and were
already paired at an earlier stage of compilation. Otherwise
the three syntactic types are fairly randomly distributed in both
texts.

Salomon observes a ‘pattern of interrelationship and in-
fluence’ (p.17f.) between the Gandhari text, the Dharmapada
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and Sn. Afthakavagga. The reading in Ga. 20b (*jalam ...
$aunto), as against Pa. 28b (jalam va bhetva salil’ ambucari),
has indeed probably been altered, possibly on the model of
sakunto jalamutto va in Dhp 174c, as Salomon implies, p.149.
The occurrence in Sn 971f. of phrases corresponding to the
two variant readings of one verse, Ga. 28ab oksitacakhu
yasacari gramo gutimdriyo ... and Pa. 29ab okkhittacakkhi
na ca padalolo guttindriyo ..., implies that the Gandhari has
inaccurately adapted Sn’s gutto yatacari game, in preference
to the expression pdadalolo. When it is a question of the ar-
rangement of verses. however, the contiguity of two similar
phrases in Dhp 331bc and Ga. 34f. contrasts with their arbitary
dispersal in Pa. 8 and 40. The fact that Sn 774ab shares phrases
with both Pa. 31 and 23, which are contiguous in Ga. 12-13,
could similarly be an indication that the more original sequence
is preserved in the Gandhari and in Atthakavagga.

Of a couple of items of vocabulary that Ga. alone shares
with Dhp, one is the Uddana keyword oharina for Ga. 19
(Salomon, pp. 37, 194). Judging by the catchwords in -ana
that have been reconstructed for Ga. 2 and 9, this oharina
would stand for the *ohdrana that is appropriate to the read- -
ing of Pa. 30, and not to that of Ga. 19. Salomon has shown
that the copyist has in effect substituted ohdrinam, the initial
word of the second pada of Dhp 346. This procedure may have
been encouraged by the Ga. readings: its first pada begins
with an apparently irrelevant o$adaita, but its second has osina.

The significant feature here is the dispersed occurrence
~in Pa. 10ab and 30ab of two versions of the one hemistich of
Ga. 19ab and the Sanskritized Mahavastu:
Pa. 10 oropayitva gihivyanjanani
samsinapatto yathd koviddro,
chetviana viro gihibandhandani
eko care khaggavisanakappo.
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Pa. 30 ohdrayitva gihivyafijanani
samchinnapatto yathd parichatto,
kasdyavattho abhinikkhamitva
eko care khaggavisanakappo.

Ga. 19 osadaita gihivimjanani
oSinapatro yasa kovirado,
kafsa... ...].

Skt. 4  otarayitva grhivyafijandni
samSirnapatro yathd paripatro,
kasdyavastro abhiniskramitvd
eko care khadgavisanakalpo.

In Ga. oéinapatro, according to Salomon (p. 147£.), ‘the scribe
originally wrote a, or perhaps rather sa’ , but it is hard to agree,
especially with the contention that the downward extension
of the letter (a regular feature of pada-initial syllables) is a
secondary addition. From the facsimiles, one might rather infer
that someone had heavily overwritten an original osinapatro
so as to read asinapatro ‘not devoid of leaves’. This (with
*géina- or asirna-) would be an emendation of Pa. 30, follow-
ing the Niddesa’s forced explanation of its reading
samchannapatto as ‘leaf-covered’. The scribe’s original graph
osina-, which no doubt prompted the alliterative osadaita,
would intend *avasina- or avasirna in agreement with Pa. 10,
where the Niddesa reads samchinna-, understood as ‘fallen’.
The Pa. 10 variant readings samhinapatto (C®: altered to
samsina-) and sambhinnapatto (B®) have clearly a similar aim.

The Ga. text seems certain to be more original in hav-
ing only one verse. The construction of Pa. 10 samchinna- ...
chetvana and Pa. 30 samchanna- ... pdrichatto kdsayavattho
presupposes the correctness of the Niddesa readings; but the
Pa. 10 version oropayitva gihivyafijandni ... chetvana viro
gihibandhanani is repetitious and (like its use of samchinna-)
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unlikely to be original. There is no similar objection to Pa. 30
samchannapatto yatha parichatto, providing one does not like
Niddesa, try to explain it with *pattasamchadita ‘leaf cov-
ered’. Here Norman (in The Group of discourses, 11, PTS,
1992) opted for samchanna- as <*sams$anna ‘fallen’ (E°
samchinna-). The coincidence with AV parnasada *leaf-fall’
is indeed notable: the form pannasata in Pali prose shows a
necessary defensive retroflexion (via *-sada). Construed also
as equivalent to channapatto ‘with its leaves hidden from view’
(referring to a parichatta ‘shady tree’ out of season), it would
constitute a clever play on the word chad- in combination
with vyarijandni ‘manifestations’.

The poet has succeeded in contriving a pun on
*$annapatra and channa/vyakta. This would lead to difficulty,
when sad- developed into sad- (and sat-), and makes it likely
that Pa. 10 is basically a drastic emendation using samchinna.
It is doubtful whether Niddesa and Ga. 19 were right to iden-
tify the shady tree of Pa. 30 (parichatta) with the kovidara of
Pa. 10. This specification was presumably added in order to
support the reading samchinna- ‘shorn’, for the leaves of
Bauhinia species have practical uses (G. Watt, The commer-
cial products of India, London, 1908, 122), and these could
lead to denudation.

In Pa. 10, Norman opted for samsina- as < samsirna
‘fallen’. The form -sira occurs, however, only in C*(emend-
ing samhina), in the Niddesa (Thai ed. sina for S¢sinna), and
in Ga. in the alliteration osad- / osi-. Its reading osadaita may
be derived from the attested word apasdraya- ‘despatch’ AV,
Pali sate- ‘dispel’ (again an instance of defensive retroflex-
ion). Since the gloss samsirna ‘fallen’ in Skt. 4 shares the
semantic artificiality of Niddesa’s samchinna ‘fallen’, it seems
probable that it is a back-formation from Prakrit sina ‘fallen’
(whose existence is possibly confirmed by these Pa. and Ga.
readings: c¢f. CDIAL, 12494, and EWA, 11, 607). Association
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of osadaya- with osina in Ga. would seem to be a sign of the
collision of sat- ‘cut off” with suppletive sad-/ §i- ‘fall’ that is
registered in Panini.

A total of 40 verses seems to have been a common aim
of the compilers. Salomon has shown (p.197f.), as best pos-
sible in the fragmentary state of the manuscript, that the
Gandhari text indeed had 40. It could justify this with a 40-
unit Uddana which, on the evidence of *ohdrana as catch-
word for Ga. 19, reflects an older stratum than the textto which
is appended. The Pali Apadana, deemed to be a later compila-
tion, has 42 by conflating the Gandhari reading of an initial
title-verse with that of Sn.” That Sn has 41 could be precisely
due to its duplication of the samchanna verse, upsetting the
neat total that has otherwise been achieved by including four
verses that are not found in the Gandhari.

The Gandhari, on the other hand, reaches 40 owing to
its duplications of Pa. 22 (Ga. 33 and 38) and 26 (Ga. 6 and
18), both of which seem rather clearly to be induced by acci-
dents of graphic corruption; and by virtue of a more creative
triplication of the title-verse (Ga. 1, 14 and 23). As Pa. 1, the
verse combines a non-violence’ hemistich with a celibacy
hemistich, so that there is an effective antithesis between kind-
ness to all (sabbesu bhiitesu) and attachment to none (kuto
sahayam). In Ga. 1, the non-violence is repetitiously com-
bined with benevolence (*metrena cittena hitanukampri) In
Ga.14 and 23, religious instruction is enjoined along with the
isolation, but that is neither logical nor really in the spirit of
the text. Since 23c¢ seems to have had *na icheya putram like
Skt. 11, possibly 14¢ has rather *7idtim na icheya in 14c like
Skt. 12. Salomon however, is unwilling (p. 41) to draw any
such conclusions about duplication from the evidence, or

7. Salomon (p.116f.) calls it ‘title line’, since the Gandhari copyist wrote
it separately, as his reaction to the lack of an individual title,



12

(p. 46) even to admit graphic corruption as a factor.

The Sanskrit text converts the ‘non-violence’ title-verse
into a complete framework, with Ga. 1 merged with 36ab (Pa.
39ab) and inflated into two verses, Skt. 2-3; and with Pa. 1cd
(via Ga. 14cd *Adtim and 23cd *putram?) merged with Ga.
3ab and equally facilely reduplicated as its concluding verses,
Skt. 11-12.% The former pair are emboxed within verses which
seem to emphasize the power of the animal (thamabaltipa-
panno, ohdrayitva, sandalayitva) as a metaphor for the power
of asceticism. The prominence given to this complex notion,
the antithesis of peaceful isolation, could be a symptom of its
relative lateness. The material is more miscellaneously incor-
porated in Ga. and Pa. (Skt. 1 corresponding to Pa. 34, Ga.
11; and Skt. 4-5 corresponding to Pa. 30 + 28, Ga. 19-20).

" Neither Senart nor Salomon has recognized that in Skt.
5 the words sikhir yatha bhasmani ekacari (kasdayavasiro
abhiniskramitva) must have the sense ‘like a solitary ascetic
(covered) in ash’.? The loose locative bhasmani would reflect
the commentary’s misunderstanding of the Pali version’s com-
pound salil ‘ambucdri ‘sea-fish’ (Pa. 28b jalam va bhetva
salil’ambucdri ) as containing a locative. For salila as ‘salt
water’, cf. Thieme’s discussion in his KI. Schr., 1, 178f. The

8. Ga. 36ab + 1cd and Ga. 1ab (banally duplicated) yield Skt. 2(*maitram
., maitrena ...) and 3 (sarvesu ...) respectively, in effect conflating Ga.
36, Pa. 39 (mettam ..., sabbena) with Ga. 1 (*sarvesu ..., metrena ...). Cf.
Salomon, p.39f.
9. Senart (Le Mahdvastu, 1882, 1, 630) thought of §ikhin ‘fire’, Salomon
(p. 149f) of ‘peacock’, etc.; but neither is able to relate this to the rest of
the Sanskrit pada. The basic adjective $ikhin ‘wearing a topknot’ is else-
where correlated with munda, jatila, etc., and it can denote a Brahmin
sage (in Brahmopanisad ) or one of the Tathagatas. Pj II 115 has nadisalile
ambucari. This fits the syntax almost as badly as the mechanical salila
udakam + ambucari maccho of Niddesa (N II E® 274+95), which makes
no sense grammatically (and so may as well reflect an original correct
gloss *salila-maccho as anything else).




13

intention of the Niddesa is unclear, but it does not construe
salila- as an implausible locative. The problem is reminiscent
of matarg’ arafifie va ‘as in an elephant-forest’ in Dhp 329,
For this, Norman, The word of the doctrine, PTS, 1997, 141,
prefers the commentators’ nominative mdtarigo ... ndgo, al-
though his explanation ‘mdrariga is a particular sort of el-
ephant’ contradicts his ‘ndga is a special sort of elephant’ at
Dhp 320. He reverses both Ps, where mdtariga is taken to be
the generic term and the word-order is corrected to ndgo va,
and Dhp-a, where the issue is complicated with a popular ety-
mology (*... matango ti laddhanamo ... ayam hatthindgo”) and
the problem of word-order is evaded. (In Dhp 322., however,
according to Dhp-a ‘mahdnaga ti ... mahdhatthino’, ndga is
generic.) Hypermetric mdatang’ arafifie looks like a misguided
emendation of *gaj ‘ararifie, that seeks to improve upon the
tautological reading *gaj/o] ... nago. ¢

Ga. 20b seems to have felt obliged to replace the fish of
Pa. 28b with a *balo Saumto ‘youngbird’, whose tristubh-end-
ing scansion would mimic, and hence support, that of Pa. 28a
samyojandni (for which Skt. grhivyamjanani and Ga.
gihibamdhan[d]ni, as in Pa. 10a and 30a, would then be
prosodic emendations, less appropriate to the rhinoceros meta-
phor). Salomon postulates instead an improbable phrase jdlam
... balam‘strongnet’ (p.149), but the metre of Ga. 20b (j/a/lam
yas[a] bhirv[a] balam sau[m]to) would still be corrupt (even
if the compounding error, yasa for Pali va, is disregarded),
and the word-order would be awkward. The passage Ja V 268,
15*, to which he refers for the adjective, is presumably to be
read as samd ca sond sabald ca gijjhd (with sabala as another
inauspicious colour), as apparently conjectured instead of ca
bald in BY and as translated by H. T. Francis (sabald ‘with
ravens t00’). A spelling like balam for nominative bdlo can-
not be ruled out (p.95).

The 12-verse Sanskrit text has been understood to at-
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test 500 verses, but appears rather to survive as a demonstra-
tion that any given gdthd involving khadgavisana might be
multiplied with slight variations in order to provide individual
enlightenment for 500 ‘Pratyekabuddhas’: sarvd
khadgavisana-gdathd vistarena kartavyd. panicandm
pratyekabuddhasatanam eka-eka gatha. The instruction that
the text can be expanded in this way justifies neither the infer-
ence that all 500 verses were already in existence nor N. A.
Jayawickrama’s idea that the specimen dozen verses might
be evidence of an original nucleus. Certainly it does not jus-
tify his imputation of a title * Khadgavisanagdthd’ to the San-
skrit text (Univ. of Ceylon Review, 1949, 120, = Pali Buddhist
Review, 1977,23), which leads to Salomon’s suggestion (p.10)
that Ga. might have borne such a title.

The view that paccekabuddha represents original
‘pratyayabuddha | patteyabuddha’ is cited non-committally
by Salomon (p. 9, n., referring to Norman, Coll. papers, 11,
233ff.). The evidence, however, points rather strongly in the
opposite direction, De Jong, in his discussion of the Chinese
renderings (The Eastern Buddhist, Oct. 1977, 173f.) was in-
sistent that the transcription yian-i-chtieh must be more origi-
nal than yian-chiieh, i.e. that something interpreted as
pratyaya-eka-buddha preceded any notion of
pratyayabuddha; and that the basis for this would be the
eminently appropriate term pratyeka (rather than *pratyayika,
which inany case would give the inappropriate sense ‘reliable’).

Despite Norman, the aberrant palatalization in Prakrit
patteya < pratyaya is rather a matter of dissimilation in that
particular word (and no more evidence of a non-palatalizing
dialect than dosind < jyotsnd, where -ts- may be subject to
palatalization, or addhabhavi, which is clearly <*abbhabhavi).
Sanskrit pratyayabuddha (patteyabuddha, yiian-chiieh) would
have been substituted for pratyekabuddha, on the assumption
that paccekabodhi ‘individual enlightenment’ (Salomon, p.8)
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required pratyaya ‘an external cause’ (Norman, op. cit.,
244). The distinction that attested Gandhari orthographies
make between prace’a = pratyaya and pracagabudha =
pratyeka-buddha could be an indication that the confusion
was restricted to Sanskrit (and hence also Jain Prakrit and
Chinese) sources.

The remarkable success of the rescue and conservation
by British Library staff, and of the decipherment and recon-
struction by the team in Seattle, holds a promise of yet more
revolutionary insights into the construction and meaning of
the earliest Buddhist texts, with opportunities to identify more
certainly, and to appreciate more directly, the intentions and
skills of the poets.

&S PrOFESSOR J. C. WRIGHT
c/o SoutH Asia Depr., SOAS,
THORNHAUGH ST., RUSSELL SQ.
Lonpon WCIH 0XG.



MERUTUNGA AND VIKRAMA
A.K.WARDER*

Merutuniga, after introductory verses, begins his
Prabandhacintdmani (completed in 1306 A.D.) with
Vikramarka or Vikrama or Vikramaditya (names used inter-
changeably). After a series of anecdotes, including his being
consecrated king in Avanti, we read that the samvatsara era
of Vikramaditya has prevailed in the world since his death
(C. H. Tawney’s translation p.14). Merutunga then gives many
dates in years of Vikramaditya, beginning with that of Vanaraja
Capotkata (V.S. 802, Tawney p.18). (Satavahana, however,
though his brief story is placed immediately after that of
Vikramaditya, but not connected with it, is not given any date.)
The apparently chronological arrangement, with many pre-
cise V.S. dates, continues until the end of chapter IV, on
Vastupdla, who is said to have begun a pilgrimage in V.S.
1277 (Tawney p. 157).

The last (fifth) chapter of Merutunga is a miscellaneous
supplement of mostly undated anecdotes not in chronological
.order (unplaceable, evidently, in chapters I to IV). But one
date does appear, that of the destruction of Valabhi by the
mlecchas, after they killed King éiléditya (sic). Itis 375 years
after Vikrama (Tawney p.176). This is most extraordinary,
because it would correspond to about 316 A.D., long before
the Arabs invaded Sindhu, let alone Saurastra (Merutuniga
probably did not place this story in his chronological narra-
tive precisely because it did not seem to fit; he apparently
took the story from Jinabhadra II ---Indian Kavya Literature
Vol. VII §6918, from Jinavijaya). Tawney in a footnote on p.
175 notes the date from Miss Duff as ‘probably 766 A.D.’
for the overthrow of the Valabhi dynasty. Usually the event is
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dated as ¢. 770 A.D. So the year 375 cannot be a V.S. date if
counted from 58 B.C. However it fits perfectly if taken as a
Vikramaditya Gupta date, i.e. a date after Candra II Gupta,
known to have called himself Vikramaditya, usually supposed
to have killed the Saka about 395 A.D. (395+375 770, or
391+375 = 766 for Miss Duff’s date). :

This is further confirmation, from a most unexpected
source, of our conclusion given in Indian Kavya Literature
Vol. VI, pp. 541f., that the era of 58 B.C., earlier called krfaor
vikrama, was, only after the 10th century A.D., confused with
the date of Vikramaditya (Gupta). Thus the history of India
came to be rewritten. The restoration of the true chronology
shows that Vikramaditya fits just after the end of the Purana
lists of kings, i.e. after Pravira (= Pravarasena I Vakataka,
Pargiter, The Purdna Text of the Dynasties of the Kali Age,
p-50 and his introductory note on p.48; Pravira is called son
of Vindhyasakti and followed by his own four sons ... among
whom we know the empire was divided) and after unnamed
Guptas (Pargiter p. 53 and his Introduction p. xii = Candra I).
Equally Vikramaditya fits in Jaina tradition after the teachers
of Hemacandra’s Parisistaparvan. Incidentally those who
question the dating of Asoka Maurya in the 3rd century B.C.
may refer to Indian Kavya Literature Vol. VII §7177 for the
Chinese synchronisms which confirm it via the Mahdvamsa.

25 A. K. WARDER
APrT. 306,
" 2045 LAKESHORE BOULEVARD WEST
Toronto M8V 276,
CANADA



Two PecuLiArR Usacges OF THE
ParTICLE kira/kiri IN

APABHRAMSA
HERMAN TIEKEN*

1. Introduction

The Sanskrit particle &ila has been studied in consider-
able detail, first by Emeneau (1969) and Ickler (1976) and
after them by van Daalen (1988). Where Emeneau distin-
guished one function of kila and Ickler two, van Daalen rec-
ognized as many as four. Whatever is exactly the case here, in
most contexts of kila, if not all of them, we seem to be dealing
with a speaker who wants to convey the idea that he is only
passing on a message or is affecting to do so. The speaker
himself would not have the slightest idea or cannot think of
any good reason as to why things are the way he is reporting
them to be.

The above-mentioned studies of kila were restricted to
(Vedic) Sanskrit, the dramatic Prakrits and Pali. Apabhramsa
material has not been considered so far. In what follows I would
like to present some findings from Apabhramsa. I would like
in particular to draw attention to two usages of kira (or kiri) in
Apabhram $a, which, though otherwise “regular”, seem to be
peculiar of that dialect.

2. kira in combination with an interrogative pronoun

What immediately strikes the eye are the many instances
in Apabhramsa of kira in combination with an interrogative
pronoun, in particular so in the Harivamsapurdna. In this text
this combination accounts for altogether 18 of the 28 instances
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in the passages edited by Alsdorf.' One example is 89.12.9:
rappijjai kimh kira kaminihim '
vaisiyamandiracudamanihim,
How is it possible to entertain a passion for women, who
are the crest-jewels of the brothels ?;

or 89.12.12:

parigalivamuttasoniyajalena Kim kijjai kira
soniyalena,

What does one expect from a woman’s belly, which is leak-
ing blood and urine ?

In both instances we are dealing with rhetorical ques-
tions. The speakers obviously want to convey the idea that
they fail to understand why a man falls in love with a woman.
Similarly, the expected answer to the question dhammemn vinu
kahim kira sukiu kammu (84.1.7) “where does one find a good
deed without Dharma ? ”’ is “nowhere”. In 88.4.6: gjja vi kira
tuhum kaim ciravahi “Why are you still hesitating ?” the
speaker wants to express that he does not understand the hesi-
tation.

These instances of kira seem to fall within the range of
the functions recognized for Sanskrit, Prakrit and Pali. How-
ever, what seems to be peculiar of Apabhramsga or at least of
the Harivamsapurdna, is the frequency of the combination of
kira with an interrogative pronoun. Admittedly, Emeneau,
Ickler, and van Daalen do not provide information on the fre-
quency of the different types of contexts of the particle. How-
ever, going by the cursory treatment accorded by these schol-
ars to kila with an interrogative pronoun one might conclude
that in their sources the combination was not very frequent or,
1. ki kira in 83.3.11, 85.8.7, 88.12.6, 89.8.9, 89.12.9, 89.12.12, 89.13,
90.2.7, 92.12.11, 92.13.2, ko kira in 83.8.8, 85.1.11, kira ko in 85.8.6,
kira tuhum kaim 88.4.6, kira kasu 85.7.8., kahim kira 84.1.7, 89.7.9,
kavana kira 87.16.5
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at least, did not strike them as so.?
3. kira in comparisons

In the texts published in the anthology Gurjararasavali
I have found three instances of kiri in comparisons. The first
instance to be discussed is from the Virataparva, lines 337-8:

etalai susarmd dali dhola vajaim
jane asadhii kiri meha gajai
In the meantime in Susarma’s army the drums were beaten:

it sounded like the thundering clouds in the month of
Asadha.

Here kiri is found side by side with jane “as if, as it
were”. However in Vidyavilasgpavadu, lines 67-70, it is found
on its own instead of jane (beside jane, note also jisya and
jima): *

adhara suramga jisya paravdli sarala sukomala baha
pina payohara atihim manohara jane amiyapavaha
irayugala kiri kadalithambha caranakamala sukumala
mayagala jima mdlhamti calai bolai vayana rasala,

Her lips are red (lit. of a good colour) like (jisya@) coral, her

arms straight and tender, her thick round breasts lovely like

(jane) a stream of nectar, her pair of thighs [like] (kiri) the
2. Emeneau (1969: 251) refers to Chandogya Upanisad 4.14.2: kim nu
somya kila te *vocann iti. This passage turns up again with Ickler (1976:
86), who queries the possibility of a substitution of original khalu by kila.
Van Daalen (1988: 125-6 and 136, note 66) refers besides to katham adyapi
vipraky statamah kila prabodhakalah in Bhavabhiiti’s Mahdvircarita
(6,7+) and an instance of kith ndma kir ’ tam from Jataka 2.63.21. Other
instances of kira in combination with an interrogative are found in, for
instance, Sattasai 773 (kamalayarana unho hemanto sialo janavayassa/
ko kira bhinnasahdavam janai paramatthayanm loe), Setubandha 3,56
(samuhamiliekkamekke ko ira Gsannasamsaammi sahdo ...), 4,62 (kaha
ira sakajjakusala ...), and Samdesarasaka 154 (hiyau na kina kirt phuttau
nam vajjihi ghadiu).
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stems of the plantain plant, her lotus-feet tender, she swings
her hips like (jima) an elephant, she speaks words full of
love. o

The other instance is found again in the Virdtaparva (line 420):
disai nahim bhuim Xiri niri biadi,
The earth has disappeared as if it has been submerged in
the water.

Again, the function of &iri in these instances agrees with
the ones established for Sanskrit. With kiri the poet (or the
speaker) seems to emphasize that he is merely repeating com-
mon poetic images or descriptions. What is exceptional, how-
ever, is the use in the latter two instances of kiri as a veritable
particle of comparison. This function becomes especially clear
from the instance from the Vidyavilasapavddau,in which kiri
is found side by side with jisya, jane and jima. While the aim
of the poet in this stanza clearly was to show his skill in vary-
ing the possible particles of comparison, his use of kiri on its
own as such is peculiar. The same applies to its use in
Virataparva 420. The question arises if we are not dealing
with a meaning “invented” on the basis of the occurrences in
kira/kiri in “messages”. As such, these instances of kiri as a
particle of comparison would testify to the artificial nature of
Apabhrams$a, which would be a learned language just like
Sanskrit.
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RetenTioN OoF MeDIAL CONSONANTS IN THE
GRAMMAR OF ARDHAMAGADHT BY
HermANN JacosBI

- K.R.CHANDRA*

The outline of the Jaina Prakrit (= Ardhamagadhi) given
by Hermann Jacobi' has special message of guide-line for
l,’rakrit Scholars and particularly for the future editors of
Swetambara Jain canonical works. When we compare the texts
of two editions of the Acaranga, Part I, one by H. Jacobi and
the other by W. Schubring? there is a great difference between
the phonological aspects of the language. In the later edition
the phonology of language is strictly regulated by the rules of
Maharastri Prakrit, whereas in the former edition there are
several usages retaining medial consonants like Pali. There is
a clear indication of this fact in the grammar of the Jaina Prakrit
given by Jacobi.’

Below we are reproducing the usages of Ardhamagadhi
quoted by Jacobi explaining its grammatical rules. They sup-
port the opinion of Muni Shri Punyavijayji*along with Prof.
Ludwig Alsdorf that the medial consonants of the Amg. us-
ages were not changed phonologically to that much extent (as
in Maharastri Prakrit) as they are found in modern editions.
Ardhamagadhi is considered to be nearer’ and more akin® to
Pali, According to its time of prevalence and the place of ori-
gin it should resemble the dialect of Ashokan inscriptions of
East India. Both Pali and Ashokan dialects are the oldest MIA
dialects and in them the elision of the element of occlusion is
perhaps very very rare. In this context the rule of usually
always elision of medial consonants framed by Prakrit gram-
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marians for Maharastri Prakrit but applied in the case of
modern editions of Amg. texts” does not seem to be proper
and justified and therefore the usages of Amg. quoted by Jacobi
in his grammar?® are worth serious consideration for linguisti-
cally re-editing Amg. texts.

Usages quoted by Jacobi in his grammar (distinct from
the usual Maharastri usages found in his text of Acaranga) :

% =% THRH, UfSEHe, TedTER

1] = 1 : Y7IAT, sSafd, Wit

S = I : ARSI, aefefa

For medial -d- see further

g = g TR, WIeT, ZMET, gfedasafd, @&k, s, i,
STl

o = &7 : T ()

Y = o A

q= :[]0 : ﬁ?{UT, fraf

T=q: T

= = F : 37, AT

Neuter forms in Nom. and Acc. plurals

werior, gudifor, gegfor'?

Medial - 9 - in various positions and contexts

srefifa, adir, fafaar (numerals)

far, wmar, fUat, AR, foe, " (nouns)

AT (Inst. Sg.)

e, FEATAY, Jeftar (Abl. Sg.)

yafd (Loc. Sg.)

Td, Tafg, @@l (Pronouns)

ifa, swrfa, @b, sy, foefy, 2fa, gofa, aad

(Present Tense, III Sg.)
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Fiefd, gifefa, wenfefa (Future, I Sg.)

spTier, hearfer, SRR, Swfar, festa, quafa, Reafy, ghesta,
geafa, grafa (Passive, I Sg.)

sftferg (Infinitive) '

Y, garaed (Past Passive)

arfae=t (Absolutive) |

FATT, @rafe, graf, safd (Casual, 11T Sg.)

qft@HToT (Present Participle)

arfgaTestT (Optative)

g =3°: I (I « TF ¢ TH)

The above usages that are quoted from the grammar of
Jacobi sufficiently prove that the Amg. Prakrit was distinct
not only in morphology but in its phonological composition
also from Sauraseni and Maharastri and it resembled Pali in
certain respects and was an archaic language. But no Prakrit

-grammarian (including Hemacandra) and even modern schol-
ars (authors of Prakrit grammar) have treated Amg. separately
with the distinct phonological nature of its vocables and us-
ages. '

R. Pischel has utilized the text of Acaranga edited by H.
Jacobi along with his grammar of Jaina Prakrit but he'* has in
his grammar not at all specified that the archaic Amg. retained
sometimes or optionally the medial consonants (see Para No.
17, 18 and 19) and further he has not included in his grammar
the usages mentioned above from Jacobi’s grammar while
explaining the rules of Prakrit grammar and that of Amg. In
his grammar one will be surprised to find that he has quoted
under Amg. the converted Maharastri forms of the Amg. us-
ages mentioned by Jacobi. This calls for emendation of his
grammar as far as the Amg. language is concerned because
generally there is no phonological difference between the
vocables of Ardhamagadhi and Maharastri in his grammar.
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Foot-notes:

1. Ayaramga-Sutta, Part 1, Preface, pp. viii-xiv, London, 1882.

2. Acaranga-Siitra, Erster $ruta-skandha, Leipzig, 1910.

3. Ibid No.1.

4. See Kalpasiitra, (Preface pp. 3-7), Sarabhai Manilal Nawab,
Ahmedebad, 1952; Prof. Ludwig Alsdorf also agreed with the former
and admitted that there was imperative need to reconsider the whole
problem seriously.

5. Ibid No. 1. p. viii.

6. Pischel’s Comparative Grammar of Prakrits, Para 8.

7. See Ibid foot-note No. 4 and the editions of Amg. Canonical Texts by
Prof. W. Schubring, etc.

8. In the text of Acaranga edited by Jacobi, there are numerous usages
retaining medial consonants and they are just like Pali language. Pischel
(para No. 18) rejects the idea of inclusion of Amg. under Maharastriand
would like to connect it with MagadhI Inscriptions. He further says, it is
likely that at the time of compilation of the canon at the councils of
Mathur@ and Valabhi, the original dialect got a western colouring. At
Valabhl particularly the influence of MaharastrT might have been quite
considerable. But such an influence could not have been significant be-
cause even by it the basic character of Amg. was not touched.

9. Medial 4 = § and ¥ = ¥ in some usages is not due to the influence of
S auraseni as scholars believe, but this kind of voicing the unvoiced me-
dial consonants seems to have begun before Christian era and later on
this trait became the main feature of Sauraseni.
10. Initial dental nasal q - is retained by Indian editors of Amg. texts, but
in some cases it is cerebralised into Y[~ which is definitely a wrong prac-
tice as far as Amg. is concerned.
11. S and g are changed to 9§ in Ashokan inscriptions of the East, and
therefore the same rule for Amg. and their change into 9] in it is to be
regarded as a wrong practice.
12, The -ni (ﬁl’) suffix of neuter Nom. and Acc. plural is archaic which is
replaced by -im {-%) in the later Prakrits. As far as the archaic nature of
Amg. is concerned -ni (ﬁ) should be used in place of -ni (fal') in the light
of Pali and Ashokan inscriptions.
13. Comparative Grammar of the Prakrit Languages.
@5 Dr. K. R. CHANDRA
375, SarAsWATI NAGAR NR. HiMMATLAL PARK
AmBAWADI AHMEDABAD 380015




ajaya-, ajeya- and ajayya-

M. A. MEHENDALE*

According to the lexicons of Bohtlingk-Roth (BR),
Monier-Williams (MW), V.S. Apte and Deccan College (DC)
all the three words mean ‘invincible, unconquerable, unsur-
passable’. Of the three words agjaya occurs both as an adjec-
tive and noun, while the other two only as adjectives.! As noun,
ajaya means ‘defeated’.

It is necessary to look a little more closely at the adjec-
tival meaning of these words. 7
1. gjaya- : As mentioned above, it functions both as adjec-
tive and as noun.

A. gjaya- Adjective : i) Meaning ‘invincible’. In this mean-
ing na jayah yasya or ndsti parair jayo yasya (Apte) ‘who
cannot be defeated’ the genitive yasya is treated as objective
genitive (karmani sasthi).” There are many examples of this
meaning given in the dictionaries.

ii) Meaning ‘who cannot win’. This meaning is given only
by the author of Kdsikavriti while commenting on Panini
6.2.157. According to this sitra®, if the words ending in the
suffix ac (a) and ka (a) are preceded by nasi and if the mean-
ing intended to be conveyed is incapability (to do something),
the end syllable of the compound receives the acute accent.
The Kasika gives two examples for the affix -ac, viz. apacd
and gjayd and explains the former as yah paktum na saknoti
‘one who cannot cook’. Obviously, the latter example ajayd
is to be understood as yah jetum na saknoti ¢ who cannot win’ .
However, there is no example of the use of gjayd in this mean-
ing in any of the dictionaries.

B. gjaya- noun : Meaning ‘non victory, defeat’ (na jayah).
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There are many examples of this meaning given in the dic-
tionaries.

2. gjeya- Adjective : According to BR, MW and DC dictio-
naries, the meaning of agjeya is ‘invincible’. They give many
examples for this meaning. However, according the Paninean
tradition, the meaning of ajeya should really be ‘one who does
- not deserve to be conquered, whom it is improper to con-
quer’. While commenting on the Paninisttra 6.1.81 (see be-
low under ajayyd-), commentators observe that jeya means
‘whom it is proper to conquer, who deserves to be conquered’
(jetumyogyah). Hence ajeya should mean its opposite ‘whom
it is improper to conquer, who does not deserve to be con-
quered’. However, the citations given in the dictionaries (es-
pecially DC) point to the meaning ‘one who cannot be con-
quered, invincible’ (however, see below) 1.e. gjeya is syn-
onymous with gjaya and gjayya. The word ajaya has received
this meaning only on the strength of convention (réidhi).

The V. S. Apte dictionary and the S,abdakalpadruma,
however, assign to ajaya the meaning which is in keeping
with the grammatical tradition noticed above. Apte gives the
meaning ‘not fit to be conquered’, but does not give any ex-
ample to support the meaning. The Sabdakalpadruma gives
the meaning ‘ajayaniya, ajetavya ’ and cites in support a part
of the stanza from the Skandapiirana, Kasikhanda 23.60. The
citation reads as- ajayas tvan ca samgrdme mamdpi
bhavisyasi’.® But this example does not seem quite appropri-
ate. The stanza in question appears in the praise of Visnu by
Siva. In that context the word ajaya is more likely to mean
‘one who cannot be conquered’ rather than ‘one who does not
deserve to be conquered’. (“You will be invincible for me in
battle™).

But it is possible to point to another citation as a suit-
able example. It is given in the DC dictionary. It occurs in the
Jaiminiya Brahmana 1.265 and in the dictionary it 1s taken to
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mean ‘invincible, unconquerable’. The passage reads as:
yato na va idam eta vigiyante tato nedam brahmand jiyante |
atha yarhy eta na vijagur ajeya na brahmand asuh |

Since the context is of conquering or not conquering
the Brahmanas, it does not seem natural to interpret ajeya as
unconquerable. It should be taken to mean ‘one who does not
deserve to be conquered, whom it is not proper to conquer’.
The passage says that when the Brahmanas sang the sdmans
pertaining to the three savanas properly, they were held in
respect, they were deemed as not deserving the humiliation of
defeat (ajeyah). But now, since the Brahmanas sing them in
an improper way (vigiyante), they have lost their respectable
position and are made to suffer defeat (jiyante).

If this interpretation is accepted we have at least one
example of gjaya in the meaning acceptable to the Paninean
tradition. Since the example occurs in a Brahmana it is likely
to be closer to the date of Panini who apparently know the
word gjeya only in this meaning. The word came to be used in
the other meaning ‘invincible” sometime after Panini. Its ear-
liest use, according to the DC dictionary, is since the epics.

3. ajayya : Adjective : According to Paninisiitra ksayyajayyau
Sakyarthe (6.1.81), the word jdyya means ‘one who can be
conquered, whom it is possible to conquer’ (Sakyo jetum).
Consequently ajayyd would mean ‘whom it is not possible to
conquer, invincible’.® There are many examples of this mean-
ing given in the dictionaries.

Conclusion : According to the grammatical tradition ajayyd
is the only word which unambiguously means ‘invincible’.

The word ajaya may mean ‘invincible’. But it is am-
biguous, since it may also mean ‘one who cannot win’.

The word gjeya has come to be used in the meaning
‘invincible’ since the epictimes.Ithasno basisin grammar. The
word should really mean ‘whom it is not proper to conquer’.
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Footnotes

1. That gjaya- and gjeya- occur also as proper names is beside the
point.
2. But in Sabdakalpadruma ajayd is explained as

na jiyate pardjivate asau | ji karmani ac.
3. ackav asaktau.
4. This meaning of ajaya ‘who cannot win’ can be had also by inter-
pretmg the genitive in ‘na jayah yasya as subjective genitive.
5. Sabdakalpadruma by mistake, prints bhavisyati.
6. BR gives one more meaning for gjayya- viz. ‘that what it is im-
proper to win (in play)’ (‘was nicht abgewonnen werden diirfie [im
spiele]’) and refers to Vopadeva’s Mugdhabodha 5.6: ajayyam jigaya
tan. 1t is difficult to know that what could be the subject of gjayya.
What could possibly be which Krsna should not have won while play-
ing with the cowherd boys ? The whole line runs as - gopalan anvasat
kelims tatrajayvam jigaya tan. But since Vopadeva also gives the
meaning of jayya as ‘who (or which) can be conquered’ under 26.16
(jetum Sahyam), his meaning of ajayya should be its opposite. This
meaning is, however, not suitable in the context of the above line.
Hence we have to assume that ajayyam is a mistake, inadvertently
committed, for ajeyam (tatrajeyam jigaya tan).

25 M. A. MEHENDALE
BHANDARKAR ORIENATAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Pune 411004



ON ResToORING CoRrRRUPT PRAKRIT VERSES

V. M. KULKARNI*

It was a very hard, difficult and strenuous task to re-
store Corrupt Prakrit Verses in Sanskrit works on poetics. 1
was, however, lucky in that I could consult eminent scholars
of Sanskrit and Prakrit like Dr. A. M. Ghatge, the late profes-
sor M. V. Patwardhan and the late Dr. H. C. Bhayani. When-
ever I faced very difficult and insurmountable corrupt read-
ings I used to write to any one of them. They used to kindly
send their valuable suggestions. In this article I confine my-
self to half a dozen of Prakrit verses which were restored par-
tially or fully with Dr. Bhayani’s help :

() ST ragd STaviuasTs aeeagity |
fercfirat gurr Thirets foreY Stom orfedr g 1)
—~Dhvanyaloka 1.p.143
It may be restored as follows :
giroreTs eTgd TawiesTs devagd |
Tftrat goit for <firstg fone sor wifedr qored 1|
[T sasea:, snifererere aedea: 2 |
e Y T, T3 s iy e 1] -sfa ssmam )
Note: Hemacandra in his Desisabdasamgraha records:
‘sifera- srawiear aof@y - 111
And observes: ,

.30 T gy frames: - ‘srades’ ‘wrawisen’ sraiser’
s‘mfémﬁmﬁ%r aursfy qatendufasry 7 ofem: sawmhnfy
AT aTsuiscas g |

The third quarter T73T goTT f 113 I owe to Bhayani’s
suggestion.
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(i) 513 TR ReafiEr uus gaes |
foqur taEg wwwsw A [T
[ st Fe-awe: Raarts: A e |
fovar UsEe, wEeT w4 A )
-Vagbhata, Kavyanusasana,
v.no. 4, (p.21)

Note 1: f&A%s is the famous Siddharaja Jayasimha of
Gujarat (V.S. 1150 - V.S. 1199). ‘Fsaig’ is obviously a
biruda/viruda (title).

Note 2 : Regarding this verse Bhayani wrote to me to say :
“The citation in Vagbhata II (& 3% etc.) occurs in its cor-
rect form at gE=afa=amRT(SIS No.I, 1933) p.75(v.no.171).
It is as follows :

I SIS FHEate! fagavmeatey e |
foqor toEd @ Ed & S|
[& st fe-ae: P saftie-as: |
fotar USEwE, wEeT Fd A ]
I in the chdyd is just a stop-gap back-formation. S is

a shortened term of endearment for SEfdg. I%7 and S are
fBzIQ'. L)
(iii) [ FerfommememoTed: fgweaey | ... a5, .. IR, .
TATHIHIIHT - |
ifeaor 3 g qumge gefify o7de |
faerafest fr meay sramifs ar geiieg ||
- Sfrﬁgc‘iraprakds’a Vol IV p.1074
I found this verse rather ‘corrupt and obscure’ (Prakrit

Verses...Voll, p.124). Bhayani reconstructed this garha as
follows :

HfRY o1 3 forgr frawor-ear gaiifiret o |
f&91( 7o) -ufget meras STraT- i geiwg 1|



33
[srararfé g fergu iy greifteh g |
e (fawa) -ufSre Qfee-gfeerT STrem-=gpett geiaafa 1]
[The earlier part of the second half is metrically defective.
If we read fo31-ufgel netaget Arar-uifedr gal1eg | the metre
would not be violated.-VMK]

Translation: On the day she had expected her husband to
return home, the young woman full of distress, pale in com-
plexion, saw in the dusk of the evening, someone halt on
the road outside and felt the torments of hope. [Faaféx
means ‘on the stipulated day of return from journey
abroad’.]

-Prakrit Verses....Vol. II, 5. No.1319, p.495

(iv) [ RrevTaEATT=, FEiSATCaTRT SETaraTE, | aq ATITaRF-
FE SRS T TR Ty 3qer( ?ar)e 1] stfrfarsm -

aferar ofg=d Gl grda afdme )
FeTIS TRy gt ||
- -YERESEr Vol. IV, p.1091-92
Prof. M.V.Patwardhan as well as Dr. H.C.Bhayani gave

their own valuable suggestions. Based on these suggestions,
the text may be reconstructed as follows :

gferet or Agag, AE GEarasTy 3 Fed |
[w5t- /a3teT- |aeory vgmeRiey feerafy wferst Il

(wefife 7 Ao afta gddufitarmeg weren |
[€3- /aa-|gaaT .0 @ gafeay 1) -3f szmr)

Translation: Believe, my friend, this is not a multitude of
(dark)clouds but the soot of the flame of the lamp of the
sun (of the sun-lamp) which freely or continuously falls in
the piece of a broken jar(karpara) of the sky and turned
into a mass over days.
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(v) Sanketa-tatparyam yathd -
FAHSHEHAE IsgoTF ae PSognmify |
G AT fFare70 it fevotmod 11
-YRTEHRET Vol. [V, p.899
Dr. Bhayani restores this gatha as follows :
“IETE-SHEdlT 3sges a7 Rrggamroy |
HRATGT AU frevai i forsegg 1)
[T - ITaE g It auT famfd |
g¥d- e e gl g 1 sfy =smm
Bhoyja cites this garhd as an example of sarikefa-tatparya.
- We may translate it thus : Her heart swells as with the inspira-
tion of breath when she, the wanton woman sees her secret
- meeting place (love-tryst) (out of the flood of the river) and
sinks low as with expiration when the place goes under the
water.

(vi) Kuntaka cites in his Vakroktijivita a Prakrit passage as
an example of suggested Ulpreksd. The text of this passage is
highly corrupt and it is given as running prose.

eI e forey = gfetet tgerg wEfRw
HATHY IATT Jeferogay feferarys frgg
faew 1 (7) ngsel p.213

Dr. Bhayani, in his paper “Restoration of the text of
some corrupt citations” (JASB, Volumes 52-52, 1981, p.53)
reconstructs it thus :

T qersifa Oged |
HISoT 37 3ifyg weed
nfeforamy s gt
The Sanskrit chdya :
ga T Rl - s fera - qoreh Ty avaf ey |
el = el - st - 18 ey oo foce: )
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Kalpalataviveka (p.75), however, seems to have pre-
served the original text intact :

PR INERIE S ERRPRIEC It R RRIRE LI

iz ARtgaey afeferar s sfias R )

[reieat Tafegd-ard Ty geieRaf~ Je: |

syeart dreimyeeafd (7 & -mefreeats) o @ sfafa g 2
- gfa =T |l

Note 1: It is creditable to Dr. Bhayani that his reconstruc-
tion hits upon quite a few words in the original.

Note 2: Hemacandra in his DeSisabda-samgraha records:

“Erewmgrgeiie ARG [1.154, p.60]

We may translate the verse as follows : With the help of
the lamp of tremulous lightning the clouds see during the nights
if any of the ladies separated from their beloveds still con-
tinue to live even after hearing the loud thundering noise.

Incidentally, we may note that Henicandra’s explana-
tion of Oralli as ‘dirgha-madhura-dhvani’ does not, at least
in the present illustration apply.

Finally I may refer to a similar experience of my own.

(vii) In Srrgaraprakasa (Vol. 11, p.800) Bhoja cites a Prakrit
Gdrha as an example gitanimittah (naimittikdnurdagah.) Its
text is somewhat corrupt :

Fomfr oTst M, KT Teose relqvT |

AU IATHISYT wfted 1|

TS o7 g .. ST e

... AETIR R A A UIEhIe ey ||

- §rﬂgdraprakd§a Vol. II1, p.800

I reconstructed the text as follows:

FOTTfer AT T 0T (AT ?) Tge WA |

THE - HHT -G8 - fE 73t - gur-wigor st |)
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[SRATTT 37T TTd SATHIT gl T |
3:H8-HEH-IRIEd - BT - FUT- Ehle ey |1]
After the text was printed I realized that the second half
of the gatha 1s metrically defective.-I should have read eithér

“fa731-5907" or *aUT-URISI. But my two emendations of SfoiaOr

to F&a and 3E to 38T were quite arbitrary. But when the
translation was being printed, by a happy chance I came across

the original garha :

a1t |l For Me & T 7oy e swdor (ar.9. weiar) |
3ITFE HAUTERT - [EaTaT- s (q1. 7. vy -aor-opiget) wfted ||
[o7er aift o 9T FTART 7= g ST |
ITEHTeh HEAIRIEd - 83T - FT-Fhie I 11]
- Gatha-sapta-sati1V-81
The gatha may be translated as follows :
Early this morning, my friend, some one sang a song re-

membering, methinks, his sweetheart and that tore up all
the wounds caused to my heart by Madana’s arrows.

One learns by experience, and we must remember im-
patience is harmful to research.

&S PROFESSOR V. M. KULKARNI
5, SURUCHI SOCIETY
Dixit RoAD EXTENSION
ViLE PARLE (EasT)
Mumeai 400057



SOME addenda et corrigenda TO THE
*GLOSSARY OF SELECTED WORDS OF ERNST LEUMANN’S
Die Avasyaka-Erzdhlungen’

THOMAS OBERLIES*

When my ‘GLOSSARY OF SELECTED WORDS OF ERNST
LLEUMANN’s Die Avasyaka-Erzihiungen’— a kind of appen-
dix to Nalini Balbir’s ground-breaking Avasyaka-Studien
(Stuttgart 1993)— was published in 1993, Professor
Harivallabh Bhayani was kind enough to send me some notes
of his supplying additional information on word meanings and
etymologies. When in spring of 1999 I paid him a visit, he
informed me that these notes were at my full disposal. I think
this volume commemorating Professor Harivallabh Bhayani
is the right venue for their publication - as a token of my grati-
tude and affection towards this incomparable scholar.

Thus, in the following entries, the meanings are those
of my glossary and the reference are to Leumann’s (= Balbir’s)
edition. In the next lines (which are indented) Professor
Bhayani’s remarks are cited without any additions of mine.

ala - ‘false promise’, Av 30.10 (aho mae dlo abhuvagao)

Cf. dlo dinno ‘accused falsely’, Kathako$aprakarana
31,4, and modern Guj. dl devii ‘to accuse falsely’.

asentiya - ‘disdained’, Av 38.3 (ambhe dsentitanim ti
paribhiiydim)

usentitanim (read asentiydim ?) is equated with
paribhuydim ‘insulted, disdained’. This meaning seems to have
been originally a secondary one. Desindmamala 8,29 has re-
corded simdhd in the sense of ndsika-ndda ‘whistling through
the nose, snorting’. In Studies in Desya Prakrit, Ahmedabad
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1988, p.98, it is shown that the variant reading simfd should
have been preferred instead of simdhd in view of the forms
we find in several NIA languages. Accordingly @isentia- must
have primarily meant ‘loud snorting made as a gesture of dis-
dain, insult or disapproval® (@i- deriving from Skt. ut-).
kattaliya- ‘piece’, Av 37 24 (paramaya-candana-kattaliyahim
... bherim kanthikarei)

Cf. Guj. katli (written kdtalT) ‘a piece, consisting of the
portion between the two joints in the stalk of sugarcane’.
kha(da)-pilaya- ‘grain and fodder’, Av 33.24 (tena tise sirige
kha[da]ptilaoc baddho)

Cf. Guj. khad no piilo ‘a bundle of grass’ (see CDIAL
3769 and 8349).
gaccha- ‘group of monks’, Av 9.1, 20.5%, 43.41

The original meaning of gaccha- is ‘a tree’ (see CDIAL
3949)
gaddi- ‘cart’, Av 24.26, 44.1 (4bhirdni ghayam gaddie
ghettiina pattanam vikkinagani gayani)

Skt. gantri- — the etymon given in the glossary —is only
a Sanskritization of gaddi- like vapta for bappa ‘father’.
gdlanaga- ‘sieve’, Av 41.27 (pariptinao ghayapunna-
galanagam kittimam laei)

Cf. Guj. galnii (written galan#) ‘cloth to filter water’.
thiggaliyd- | thiggala- ‘piece’, Av 36.3, 37.41 (ariiiena
candanena ya bherie thiggalam dinnam)

Cf. Guj. thig-dii ‘a patch, especially one put on cloth to
mend rent’.
dullaliya- ‘living licentiously’, Av 12.41*

In Hala 892 it means ‘highly fond of, addicted to’, and

in that changed meaning it commonly occurs in Prakrit litera-
ture.
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dhikka- ‘push’, Av 12.15 (khila-panhi-dhikkéahim)
Cf. Guj. dhiko, dhiko ‘hard blow with the fist’ (note the
initial retroflex).

Beside the literal sense the artificial etymological con-
nection with Skt. dvijatika- ‘twice-born’ is also implied’.
phettd- ‘stroke’, Av 34.32 (paropparam puya-phettahim)

The word occurs also in Agastyasimha’s Ciirni on the
Dasakaliyasutta (ed. by Muni Punyavijaya, Prakrit Text So-
ciety Series No. 17) in the following passage (p.105 1. 28):
elao sinigena phettde va dhanejjd ‘a ram may strike with his
horn’. Compare Guj. phét ‘a slap (on the face or the back)’,
with mdrvii ‘to strike’, with mdrvi ‘to slap’ (see Anusamdhdin
Ip.13).
billagira- ‘bilva-juice’, Av 41.43 (khauram billagira-
bhallidyagarasehim littam)

But Desinamamala 6,148 records giri in the meaning
bijakosa, and Nisithactirni 2, p.185, has gira = bijakosa (see
also Svayambhii’s Paumacariu, Vol. III, p. 311, s.v. giromaya
‘tiny seed-vessel’). Also Guj. gar ‘pulp of a fruit’ points to
the fact that billagira- means ‘pulp of the bilva fruit’.

saudi- *quilt’, Av 32.39 (pavesio saudi-majjhe hattho)

saudi- means ‘the covering sheet, blanket (etc.) spread
over the body from head to the feet’. It has come down to
modern Guj. as sod where the phrases sod tani-ne siivii and
sod-md levii mean ‘to lie down with the sod pressed under
one’s side’ and ‘to take somebody (e.g. a baby) under such a
cover (close to one’s body)’ respectively. During the winter
there is the practice of first spreading the covering sheet full-
length over the bed-sheet and then getting under the former.
The story of Cellana (Av II 55,12) has it that while sleeping
her arm was unconsciously so stretched that it came out of the
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blanket (saudi). Feeling numbness she pulled it inside,
but felt shivering all over her body. '

Further corrections (by THOMAS OBERLIES)

arijei ‘to anoint’, Av 8.20*

It should have been pointed out that rattam loha-saldgam
jenam afijemi acchini means ‘this is a glowing bar of copper
with which I anoint my eyes (= with which I blind myself)’.
Cf. Ramayana 3,45.36 v.1: aksini hy anjase siicya (crit. ed.
aksi sticyd pramyjasi).

ettahe ‘for the moment’, Av 33.44, goes back to efarhi as tahe
(tarhi) ‘at that time, then’, Av 9.23, to tarhi (see
SCHWARZSCHILD, Collected Articles p. 49, and NORMAN, JRAS
1995, 317). The final -e might be due to the influence of °ahe
(< °aha-) ‘day’ (cf. KATRE in: A4 Volume of Eastern and In-
dian Studies, presented to Professor F. W. Thomas. Bombay
1939, p. 141).

viddha-: Add to the references given by BALBIR (op. cit)
p. 264 n. 105: A. N. UPADHYE, Lildvar (Singhi Jain Series
XXXD), p. 338 who refers to an article of his in JHQ 9 (1933).

25 DR. THOMAS OBERLIES
FELDBERGSTR. 8
79194 GUNDELFINGEN
GERMANY



AN Earry ExampLe OF A Late MippLe INDO-ARYAN
PosTPOSITION ?

PAUL DUNDAS*

With the death of Professor H. C. Bhayani, Ahmedabad
will never be the same again for those foreign visitors who,
like me, have in the past sought advice on Prakrit,
Apabhram$a, the early forms of the new Indo-Aryan lan-
guages and everything connected with Gujarat and Gujarati.
At all times an unfailing source of information, good humour
and intellectual energy, he is simply irreplaceable.

As I produce this on computer screen, I have beside me
some of Bhayani’s clear and distinctive work notes, looking
at which conjures up his benign presence once again. These
notes were written one afternoon in the basement of the Lalbhat
Dalpatbhai Institute of Indology as a result of my having the
previous day given Professor Bhayani the offprints of some
articles of mine. He had not put these aside to be read at some
later date, as so many of us do with offprints, but had engaged
with them immediately, It transpired that an etymology I had
suggested, while worthy, was nonetheless flawed, and he was
determined to talk through the derivation and investigate al-
ternative possibilities with me.(1) This, and other occasions
like it, represented a tutorial freely offered by a master scholar
and it was impossible not to benefit. In writing the following
short note relating to an area in which Bhayani’s expertise
was unrivalled, I am acutely conscious of not having been
able to seek his advice about the topic beforehand. But I con-
sole myself with imagining him in that heaven where all the
great philologists abide, smiling faced and with pen poised,
ready to produce a stream of examples and interpretations.
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As Bhayani demonstrated in one of his later publica-
tions, it is possible to utilize stray surviving linguistic and
metrical elements to get some sense of what the earliest form
of Apabhrams$a may have looked like around the sixth cen-
tury CE, even if the earliest literary works composed in that
dialect (or cluster of dialects) are not available. (2) Students
of what can be styled “Middle Prakrit” should therefore be on
the alert for proto-Apabhramsa (or -Late Prakrit) forms which
presage a more developed usage at a later stage of Indo-Aryan
linguistic evolution. (3)

Haribhadra’s Pancdsakaprakarana, a work consisting
of ninteen chapters, each of which (with one or two excep-
tions) consists of fifty verses in dryd metre describing
Svetambara Jain ritual and practice, has been dated to the early
sixth century CE. (4) Inthe course of a study of the thirteenth
chapter of that work which deals with purity in the context of
alms-seeking by ascetics, my attention was drawn to the fol-
lowing verse, specifically Paricasakaprakarana 13.41:

na khalu parinamamettam padanakale asakkiyarahiyam
gihino tanayam tu jaim disai ande padibaddham. (5)

This can be translated : “ The mere resolve (to give) on
the part of the householder which is devoid of bad action at
the time of giving does not render faulty the ascetic who is
fixed in the command (of scripture).”

The overall context of this verse will be discussed else-
where. (6) What is linguistically noteworthy is the form
tanayam. Abhayadeva Siiri glosses this as satkam which pro-
vides a satisfactory sense without grammatical identification.
On inspection, tanayam would appear here to agree with
parinamameitam and amplify the genitive gihino, signifying
. interms of function something corresponding to “relating to”
or “on the part of 7.
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It seems difficult to dissociate tanayam in Parcdsaka-
prakarana 13.41 from the postpositional adjective ranaenam
added to a word in the genitive case to give the sense “be-
cause of 7. The first attested occurrences of this would appear
to be the Avasyaka Ciirni (seventh century) and Haribhadra’s
(eighth century) commentary on the Avasyaka Niryukti. (7)
The construction is more common in late Prakrit and
Apabhramnsa (8), eventually developing into an Old Gujarati
postposition. (9) If the Paricasaka is indeed a sixth century
text, as Williams claims, then this tanayam, used with a non-
oblique case ending in conjunction with a genitive, may pos-
sibly be a very early example of this form. (10) Alternatively,
it may be indicative of the somewhat later provenance of the
text and represent a piece of evidence compelling a reconsid-
eration of William’s theory.

NOTES

(1) These work notes were later expanded and published by
Bhayani as “G. bap, bai, apo, aia and Related IA. Kinship
Words”, Samipya April 1991- March 1992, pp. 39-41, a re-
sponse to Paul Dundas, “Prakrit avvo”, Indologica
Taurinensia 8-9, 1980-1, pp. 163-7.

(2) Harivallabh C. Bhayani, “On Early Apabhrams$a”, Ber-
liner Indologische Studien 7 1993, pp. 1-7.

(3) For Middle Prakrit, see Frank Van Den Bossche, 4 Refer-
ence Manual of Middle Prakrit Grammar. The Prdkrits of
the Dramas and the Jain Texts.

(4) This is the conclusion of R. Williams, “Haribhadra”, Bul-
letin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 28 1965,
pp. 101-11. Cf. the same author’s Jaina Yoga: A Survey of the
Medieval Sravakdcaras, London: Oxford University Press
1963, p.6. Williams wishes to locate those works attributed to
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Haribhadra which are written in what he calls “archaic
Maharastri” and contain in their colopha the authorial signa-
ture marks “viraha” to the early sixth century, in line with the
particular tradition which has the author as dying in 529 CE.
The remaining works associated with Haribhadra, that is to
say those written in “standard” Maharastri and Sanskrit, are
to be located in the eighth century and attributed to another
author of the same name.

(5) Text from the edition of Dindnath Sarma, Parévanith
Vidyapith Granthamala 92, Varanasi: Parsvanath Vidyapith
1997. The same text is also given by the Jaina Dharma
Prasaraka Sabha edition published at Bhavnagar in 1912,
which also prints Abhayadeva Stiri’s commentary of 1067.
Pannyas Sri Padmavijayaji Maharaj Ganivarya, Paficasaka-
prakarana , Hastinapur: Sri Nirgrantha Sahitya Prakasan
Samgh 1999 reads usakkiyd- for asakkiyd- (misprint ?) and
diisana for diisei.

(6) I translate and comment upon Paricasakaprakarana 13.
30-46 in my forthcoming study entitled “Haribhadra on giv-
ing”. ,

(7) See Thomas Oberlies, 4vasyaka-Studien. Glossar
ausgewdhlter Wirter zu E.LEUMANNs “Avasyaka-
Erzdhlungen”, Alt-und Neu-indische-Studien 45, 2, Stuttgart:
Franz Steiner Verlag 1993 s.v. tanenam.

(8) See Collected Articles of L. A. Schwarzchild on Indo-Aryan
1953-1979, compiled by Royce Wiles, Faculty of Asian Stud-
ies, Australian National University 1991, pp. 89-98, who dis-
cusses the etymology of the form, and cf. Vit Bubenik, 4 His-
torical Syntax of Late Middle Indo-Aryan (Apabhramsa).
Amsterdum / Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Com-
pany 1998, pp. 74-5. The form is not referred to by Van Den
Bossche, op. cit.

(9) See Trimbaklal N. Dave, 4 Study of the Gujardti Lan
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guage in the 16th Century (v.s), London: The Royal Asiatic
Society 1935, p. 58, and cf. George Baumann, Drei Jaina
Gedichte in Alt-Gujardti, Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner 1975, p.
52.

(10) The Paiasaddamahannavo gives tanaya as a desi form
in the sense of “sambandhi”, but provides only the genitive
with locative example maha tanae. Its sources are
Hemcandra’s Prakrit grammar and the late Prakrit
Surasundaricaria.

&5 PauL DUNDAS
DEPT. OF SANSKRIT
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Hanumannatakam : Date and Place

of Its Origin*
Vijay Pandya*

The play Hanumanndatakam bristles with almost in-
tractable problems ranging from its authorship, antiquity,
genre, form to the date and the place of its origin.
Hanumannatakam as its title indicates has Hanumat as its
author, which is another euphemistic way of stating that its
author is not known. The play has got some unique features
which set it apart from any other form of Sanskrit drama
prevalent in Classical Sanskrit literature. It has got another
version in vogue in Bengal known as Mahéanatakam the ap-
pellation more current among the scholars.! This version is
ascribed to Madhusudana Misra, who might be regarded as
a redactor of the version. The version prevalent in western
india, under the name of the Hanumannatakam with which
we shall deal presently in this essay, is ascribed to
Damodaramisra. Apart from these two main-stream versions,
there are as many verstons as there are manuscipts. Pischel’s
remark made with regard to the Dutanigada that there are as
many Duatangadas as there are manuscrips.” is applicable with
greater force to the versions of the Hanumannatakam. So
that is also one of the insurmountable problems connected
with this play.

As a play it has some unique features, To mention a
few, it has no prologue or prastavana. Though it starts with
some benedictory stanzas some of which seem to have been

*  Paper presanted at the 40th session of Oriental Conference,
held at Chennai, during 28 to 30 May 2000.

+ Reader, Dept. of Sanskrit, School of Languages, Gujarat Uni-
versity, Ahmedabad-380009
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taken from earlier sources. it has no nandi in its usual sense.
Moreover it has no Prakrit which has been an ubiquitous
feature of the classical Sanskrit drama, it has very little
dramatic form worth the name. It has very little prose by
way of dialogues. It has a string of generally striking poetic
verses some of which are from earlier sources and some of
which are not traceable. Some of the scholars like S.K.De’
and S.P. Bhattacharya’ who have paid some attention to the
play have discussed whether it would be called a chaya-
nataka.

On account of these peculiarities, Maxmuller had
opined that the work was more of an epic than a true drama
and that it carries us back to the earlier stage of develop-
ment of the Indian drama. But the case seems to be contrary
to what Maxmuller supposes to be. The stringed verses are
of a very striking nature and a result of Seremafifa and
hence they do not seem to be the product of the earlier stage
of development. In fact this play seens to have come into
existence at a time when the rigours of the classical Sanskrit
drama were slackened and the cannon of the prescriptive
works of dramaturzy was loosened. So this situation ob-
tained in the second millentum A.D. So it is more plausible
to date the play in the second millenium, and it should
belong to the medieval times, so to say historically. We
shall endeavour to narrow down the span of time of the
origin of the Hanumannatakam.

As the legend goes’® the work was composed by the
son of the wind (Hanumat) but was cast into the sea by
Valmiki who feared that the play would eclipse his own
Ramayana. Later it was retrieved by the king Bhoja and
redacted by Damodara Misra. In his commentary on the
verse incorporating this legend, Mohanadasa ‘explains that
Hanumat wrote this work and engraved it with his nails on
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the rocks. To allay the fears of Valmiki who thought that it
would be an excellent work which would throw his Ramayana
into oblivion Hanumat threw it into the sea and after many
ages it was retrieved by his avatara Bhoja with the help of
fishermen.

Bhojaprabandha has one more anecdote to recount.
Once some fishermen found an engraved stone in the river
Narmada and brought it to Bhoja. Bhoja recognised it to be
the work of Hanumat. He then got it completed by his
courtpoet.® In the Mahanataka version, at the end of the
every act, it is stated that the ‘work of Hanumat was rescued
by Vikrama and then it was redacted with proper context by
Madhusudana (Sandarbhya Sajjikrte).’

From these legendary accounts it emerges that certain
portion was a sort of a nucleus and then either Madhusudana
Misra or Damodara Misra redacted it. As S.K.De puts it ‘the
three versions of the story certainly suggest the redaction of
an old anonymous work or at best the writing of a new
work with the embodiment of old matter’.'® And S.P.
Bhattacharya interprets the legend, it is not at all strange
that such a work should be associated in critical tradition
with the name of king Bhoja of Dhara, the author of
Smgéraprakééa, a greater name than of whom it is difficult
to mention amongst the collectors of precious literary gems
and of Hanumat-The monkey-warrior well-known for his
devotional fervour."

So from this chaf of legendary accounts, a grain of
historical truth that the Hanumannataka acquired the present
shape, more or less in the days of Bhoja who flourished in
the 11th century A.D. can be obtained. It is not unlikely that
the play has gone on acquiring some more verses from the
different later-day sources.
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So we can tentatively endorse the upper limit of the
play Hanumannatakam as the 10th century A.D.

Further it is to be noted that the play Hanuman-
natakam devotes one entire act i.e. VIII act to the episode
in which Angada goes as a messenger of Rama to the as-
sembly of Ravana and very hot exchanges take place be-
tween Angada and Ravana. Now this act has a close resem-
blance to the Datangadam a one-act-play, thematically but
there are centain verses which are also found in the
Dutanigadam. Dutanigadam is also culpable of borrowing the
verses from its preceding sources, but the Hanumannatakam
is a wholesale borrower. And the verses found in the
Hanumannatakam in the eighth act are also found in the
assembly-scene of the Datarigadam, which has elicited a high
encomium from his junior contemporery Some$vara, who
stated

gue qearE: & Histu af wa |
JAAINY SO JETEl AreEEd
(Kirtikaumudi 1-24)

In the assembly Subhata planted his foot (arranged
his words) in such a way that even now the horripilation on
the part of the brave people (also learned people) does not
subside.

The verse, by way of pun, clearly alludes to the
Dutangada play and the remarkable assembly scene in the
Ravana’s Lanka.

Subhata, the playwright of the Duatanigadam was con-
nected with the literary circle of Vastupala, a minister of the
king Viradhavala, a feudatory of the king Bhimadeva II of
Caulukya dynasty of Anhilvad Patan, in the first half of the
13th century A.D.
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And the Hanumannatakam in the VIII act draws very
heavily upon the Datarigada play. So it can be safely sur-
mised that, Hanumannatakam followed Dutangada in time
and the date of the Hanumannatakam is around the 13th
century. '

Further this Hanumannatakam apart from the
Dutangadam bears some affinity with some of the plays
composed during this period in Gujarat. Candralekha-
vijayaprakarana by Devacandragani, a disciple of Hema-
candracdrya, a multi-splendoured personality of the medieval
Gujarat and India, is one of them. Another play by the same
author Manamudrabhariijika, still in a manuscriptural form
has also a resemblance to this Hanumannatakam. Then there
1s one more play Ullagharaghava by Some$vara who flour-
ished in the second half of the 12th century and probably
beyond the first half of the 13th century, during the reign of
the Caulukua kings of Anahilvad Patan in Gujarat. So these
three plays viz. Candralekhavijayaprakarapa, Manamudra-
bhanjika and Ullagharaghava along with the Duatangada form
a homogenous group of plays having the close resemblance
with the play Hanumannatakam under discussion.

As noted above there are some peculiar features of
the Hanumannatakam. ‘Hanumannatakam has very long stage
directions, at times turning into descriptions and verses.
Sometime there is a mix-up between a stage-direction and a
description. To illustrate, in the Hanumannatakam 1-19, there
is a stage-direction FH: & and then what does Srirama
natayan is described in a verse. The entire passage runs like
this :

groE: e,
FNA TR FHReATEagfag
T UEIGHeTh TR |



51

g IvF JUa WITeREAehelsha]
Serseuf-er @At oon uige: 13-28
Looking to his own image of his lotus-like face in
the cheeks of Janaki, which excel the lustre of the tusk of
the elephant-cub bloomed open and horripilated, on the other

hand, listens to the tumultous noise of the armies of the
demons, Rama is tying the not of his matted locks.

In the Candralekhavijayaprakarana, the character
Vijayendra speaks.

a2 Freftorareme addsa: Sgefmaan s ag, o=
7 fager dvee 99 HURER: SfERmR aor: SaeEegei:
Qreawfaefa |

One more curious feature of the Hanumannatakam is
that there is a proseportion in the form of an explanation, a
sort of a tika. The proseportion gives itself out when, like
usual tika, it ends with the word TAYYUTE: as in a passage
which purports to explain the preceding verse 14. Similarly
in the Candralekhavijayprakarana, some verse like AfSa-

TAEEIM: (2-28 and 5-46 of the Candralekhavijayaprakarana)

is a T or H=AH and there is a sort of commentary
explaining the verse in the body of the play itself.

Further we must also remember that Hanumannatakam
is also called a chayanataka. Now the Dutangada play, the
oldest chayanataka available hails from Gujarat as noted
above. Moreover, Ullagharaghava by Somes$vara is also re-
ferred to as chayandtaka 'in the play itself.

Ramaji Upadhyaya has observed that, that age i.e. of
the 12th and 13th century A.D. was the age of chayanataka.
Hanumannatakam is also termed as chdyanatakam. The two
most genuine chdyanatakas i.c. Dutangada and Ullagha-
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raghava have originated in Gujarat and during the 12th and
13th century. And so, Hanumannatakam also must have
originated during this time, perhaps following Dutangada, as
it incorporates in the VIII act, a scene from the Dutarigada,
as remarked earlier. '

Then I have received further succour in this matter
from an unexpected quarter, a source which would not nor-
mally be available to the scholars not knowing Gujarati lan-
guage.

In Gujarati, there is a Ramayana in a versified form
composed by a certain Giradhara who flourished in the eigh-
teenth century A.D. The remarkable thing about this
Ramayana is that it constantly draws upon the Hanuman-
natakam. He acknowledges two sources for his Ramayana,
viz. Valmiki Ramayana and the play Hanumannatakam. He
says in the beginning of the Giradhara-ramayana

Fredifs TmETEl Y Aig Aed FHa gIHas |
T UF WY HA W, T8 gEN oFHd St I
Further in the Aranyakanda of the
Giradhararamayana, also, the poet says
YR 90 gull areHifh o1 AW |
EIHATEHAT el Hig Tesal aifamw n (3-1-5)
T e acHifd gOn FIHMARE W |
T IHEEG "@EH w9 a1 (3-3R-%9)
Then in the Yuddhakanda also the author says
FreHife T Ut Wiehd *A fTER |
THAARSE Heedll UQEY AT TR 1l (§-2-9)

Apart from this candid admission on the part of the
poet, even in some specific instances also, he indicates that
the source of this episode is Hanumannatakam or for ex-
ample the episode of the confrontation of Rama and
ParaSurama.
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Jafage g Hufa W fafas
T F ¥ eI, fa9 T ufad 11 2-9E-
Further Giradhara-Ramayana has a very curious
puspika, at the end of every capter
3 FRmEfe e R HARR IR SeTRTe FOHTS A |
(Kanda and adhyaya will change)
Giradhara, of course, has been influenced by that ep-
och-making work Ramacaritamanasa by Tulsidasa,
Anandaramayana and Bhavartha-Ramayana in Marathi as
well. However, nowhere, he mentions these works by name,
except the Hanumannatakam.

Can this deep influence of the Hanumannatakam be
not attributed to the geographical proximity of the play
Hanumannatakam, which in all likelihood, must have origi-
nated in the land of Gujarat or in the vicinity of Gujarat and
it was easily accessible to the poet Giradhara who profitably
utilised the play.

The relationship between the Giradhara-Ramayana and
the Hanumannatakam and other Ramayanas require further
probings.

But for the present, in all probability I think, the
Hanumannatakam originated in Gujarat during the 12th or
13th century A.D.
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Quoted by S.P. Bhattacharya, Indian Historical Quarterly,
September 1934,

As referred to in the first fn.

Tbid

Faaafrergyony arewifmnad

Ffergagsa wrg weARE I |

gafagafadorgd and

faauaq fad fagem 1)

(Hanumannatakam, 14-96)
Hanumannatakam ed. by Pt. Jagadisha Mishra in Hindi,
pubhshed by Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series office, 1998 This
edition is referred to in this article.
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The Two Rare Icons of Parshva Yaksha

—Dr. Balaji Ganorkar*

Two images of elephant faced Gods are found in the
niches of Shakti Kunda at Akhaj village located at 15 km
south-east to Mahesana district headquarter and 4 km north-
east to Ambaliasan Railway station on meter gauge line of
Western Railway running from Ahmedabad to Delhi.

The first image is studded in a niche located at first
landing in south direction of the said Kunda'. Here the four
armed elephant faced deity is standing in fribhanga posture.
The trunk of this deity is leftwards and in a situation indi-
cating that he is drinking some liquid, which is carried by
his front hand in a beautiful bhrungaraka (i.e. vessel). The
right front hand is mutilated from the elbow, while the back
right hand holds a three hooded sarpa (i.e. cobra) and the
left hand carries an ankusa (i.e. goad). The deity is canopied
by five hooded cobra. He bears cap type metallic head dress
and other usual ornaments. It is noteworthy that both teeth
are present here and body is simple and slim. A snake is
seated beside the left of the deity.

The same type of image with some variations is found
studded in a niche located on the first landing in northern
direction®. It is also elephant faced and four armed. The
canopy of five hooded cobra and a snake beside the left leg
as well as the ornaments are common. Standing posture is
dvibhanga and the trunk of this deity is making coil on the
right side. The back right hand holds three hooded cobra and
the left holds a scripture, while the front right and left hands
are bearing an ankusha (goad) and a small bhrungaraka (ves-

*Associate Director, A.K.G. M., Koba, Gandhinagar 382 009
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sel) respectively. The body is also slim and normal.

These two images are identified as Ganesha by Dr. P.
C. Parikh but the absence of mushak (rat), Bhagnadanta (bro-
ken tooth), modakpatra (bowl of sweet balls) and lambodara
(pot bellied stomach) etc. the peculiar characteristics of the
deity are lacking. These features are necessary in the icons
of Ganesha.

In Jain traditions, there 1s a Yaksha, named as Parshva
Yaksha. According to Shilpa Ratrnakar’ and Trishashti
Shalakapurusha Charitra®, he 1s canopied by cobra-hoods.
He is also described as elephant-faced and his attributes are
bijapuraka (citrus), Sarpa (snake) and varadamudra etc. His
mount 1s tortoise. This Yaksha 1s associated with Parshvanath,
the 23rd Teerthankara of Jain religion. Here the symbol of
tortoise and cobra beside the left leg is visible. The cobra-
hoods over the head and snake in one of his hands suggest
that these images may be considered as Parshva Yaksha of
Jain tradition. Perhaps, these icons were brought here in this
holy Kunda from some nearby Jain temple and due to el-
ephant face, they are commonly accepted as Ganesha, the
most popular Hindu deity.

Unfortunately, only one image of Parshva Yaksha,
preserved in the Prince of Wales Museum of Western India,
Mumbai, was noted by Late K. V. Dave’. It is interesting to
note that Parshva Yaksha disappeared and intermixed with
the images of Ganesha and Vinayaka, who are also elephant
faced Gods. Even we may see that iconography of Vinayaka
and his images are also rarely known in all over India at
present. Only one such ancient image is being worshipped Iin
Siddhi Vinayaka’s famous temple at Kashi Vishwanath lane
in Varanasi.
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Foot Notes
Parikh Pravin C., Shakti Kunda at Akhaj, fig. no.6,
Ahmedabad, 1989.
Ibid, fig no.17.
Shilparatnakara, 12/78, Dhrangdhra, 1939.
Dave K. V., Gujaratnu Murti Vidhan, p. 494-495

Ibid.
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Acharya Shri Vijay Shilchandrasuri,
Sir,

[ received the invitation to contribute to the volume
in honour of my old friend Dr. Bhayani only in the middle
of this month. He gave me so much help and guidance in
my work on Kavya in Apabhrams$a, Prakrit and Sanskrit
that I world have liked to do much more than offer this
very short article, but there is no time. I hope this will not
arrive too late.

Dr. Bhayani was tha greatest Indologist of his time.
Who will replace him ?

In sorrow,

A K. Warder

Apt. 306,

2045 Lakeshore Boulevard West,
Toronto M8V 276,

Canada
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Acharya Shri Vijay Shilchandrasuri,
Sir,

It is with great regret that the School has recently
learnt of the death of Professor Harivallabh Bhayani, who

was not so many years ago elected as an Honorary Fellow
of SOAS in recognition of his scholarly achievements.

The discussions preceding that award allowed us to
reach an awareness of his outstanding work in the field of
Sanskrit, Prakrit and Apabhramsa, his international stand-
ing as the leading exponent of Gujarati philology and folk-
lore, and his active fostering of the study of this subjects in
Britain.

At a more personal level, Professor Bhayani proved
himself over many years to be both a generous fellow scholar
and a personally gracious friend of members of SOAS staff,
and his passing will be mourned in our community of
Indologists. '

Yours sincerely

Professor Christopher Shackle
Professor of Modern Languages of
South Asia
SOAS University of London
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