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Environment, Life Ethics
and Jain Religion

B Dr. N.P. Jain*

ARHAT VACANA

Kundakunda Jianapitha, Indore

Historic Opportunity for Revitalising Culture of Life Ethics

The Millennium world peace summit of Religious and Spiritual Leaders
taking place at the United Nations symbolises a historic opportunity for sharing
a vibrant culture of peace and justice for all living beings as well as the
natural environment.

it is time for the input of spiritual vision and respect for ecological equilibrium
to permeate our lives and deeds in order to stem the rol created by violent,
reckless and exploitative mismanagement of earth’'s resources for human greed.
Mahatma Gandhi, the 20th Century apostle of Non-viclence used to say :

“The earth has enough for everyone’s need
But not enough for everyone’s greed”

The human community needs to take a collective initiative through the
fellowship of world's religions and with the support of United Nations to forge
an alliance between Science, Development, Preservation of environment and
Spiritualism. Human ingenuity must be reinforced by revitalised culture of life - ethics
& morality.

Total earth environment has to be changed for the better to promote
“Socially beneficial, peace fosterning and nature - friendly way of life”.

Spiritual  ecological thinking afone can revitalise the divine web of
interdependence not only in relations among human beings of different colour,
caste, creed and social moorings pursuing different faiths, ideologies and religions,
but also in relations of humanity with its ecological co-partners viz, all other
living species and the natural environment of air, water, land and space.

Lord Mahavira Preached 2600 Years Ago!

“One who disregards the existence of earth,
water, fire, air and vegetation disregards one’s
own existence which is entwined with them”

The aim should be to change the inner orientation, value-system and
the whole mentality of the people at individual as well as community levels
through a commonly agreed inter-faith plan of action inspired by what Jain
Philosophy aptly describes as “Parasparopagraho Jivanama'™ meaningmutually
supportive coexistence among all living species.

4 Former Ambassador & Secretary. Ministry of External Affairs. Res.: E -50, Saket, indore-452001



supportive coexistence among all hving spacies.
Relevance of Jain Philosophy to Contemporary Environmental Crisis

In an increasingly environment conscious, tension-ridden and harmony - hu-
ngry world,humanity is beginning to realise the significance of adepting as a
way of life the three fundamental tenets of Jainism viz. Ahimsa (Non-violence),
Anel@inta (Non-absolutism) and Aparigraha (Non-possession). In essence
Jainism is Ecology and Ecology is Jainism.
(1) NON-VIOLENCE (AHIMSA) :

There is increasing awareness of the relevance of the Jain concept of
“Active Non-violence” for universal sustainability. In Jain scripture, active

Non - violence implies that :

“A person should not act sinfully towards other living beings, nor cause
others to act so, nor allow others fo act so”.

Non -violence is not limited to the stoppage of war and bloodshed. it
must also stop human arrogance towards nature. In no other religions have
thought action and exprassion covered together for non-violent behaviour and
for evolving and environmental code of ethics that permeates every aspects
of Jain Life. Mahatma Gandhi who drew inspiration from Jain Religion has
observed :

“No religion of the world has explained the principle of non-violence
as systematically and comprehensively in its applicability to life as Jainism”.

Jain Philosophy puts Non-violence at the pedastal of “Supreme Religion”
- not simply in terms of an idealised thought process but equally as an action
plan for orienting, day - to - day life at the individual, societal, national and international
level for promoting harmony, accommodation, tolerance and compassion and
eradicating animosity, hatred, intolerance, cruelty and exploitaticn.

(2) NON-ABSOLUTISM (ANEKANTA) :

The culture of relativity in thinking brings about appreciation of
multi-dimensional reality and sympathetic understanding of other related
interpretations of facts, situations and events. Anekanta stimulates synthesis,
open-minded unbiased understanding and harmonisation of different points of
view. It strengthens in individuals and societies the fibre of tolerance, accommodation
reconciliation and peace.

(3) NON POSSESSION (APARIGRAHA) :

Aparigraha inculcates the culture of need in place of greed, of avoiding
wastefu!l consumption and unbridled pursuit of materialistic pleasures, and of
voluntary self-restraint and discipline in utilising nature’s resources. Non - violence
is incomplete without voluntary curb on human extravagence.

10 Arhat Vacana, 14 (4), 2002



The above three tenets form an integrated whole with non-absolutism
and non-possession reinforcing non-violence. Non-violence strengthens the
autonomy of life of every being, non-absolutism sirengthens the autonomy of
thoughts of every individual and non-possession strengthens the interdependence
of ali the existence. The three iogether go to forlify the foundation of peace
and equanimity.

Non - Violence :

Earth is the only planet endowed with marvellous variety of forms of
life and with an atmosphere, soils, forests, rivers and oceans. This splendid
heritage can be preserved only through global commitment to the culture of
non -violence. Wanton destruction and reckless exploitation of natural resources
must cease. Time has come to bid farewell to the cult of violence which
threatens to terrorize us all out of our very existence. Jain scripture “Acaranga’”
describes : “Non-violence is a thing for universal benefit”

In inter-faith cooperation for better environment, common ground can
and should be identified for initiating practical programmes to increase the practice
of non-violence in day-to-day life of human beings at individual, collective,
national and global levels. Here are some illustrative steps that need to be
taken and multiplied :

(1) The Millennium Peace Summit should call for the preamble of U.N. Charter
to be amended to include as a basic objective “Promotion of a giobal
culture of Non-violence among all living species and nature”. Such
a commitment could also be incorperated in the constitutions/policy documents
of different countries or special resolutions of their parliaments. This step
would make for a stimulating start.

(2) World-wide education in the culture of non-violence and training
for peace should be organised. All major universities should include it
in their syltabi. Education in non - violence in schools, and research at Universities
with particular attention paid for educating women and the youth would
develop a yearning and a mental make up for reverence of life based
on equanimity, tolerance, sobriety and compassion. Inspired by Late Rev.
Acarya Tulsi, Jain Vishwa Bharati Institute (deemed University) at Ladnun
near Jaipur (India) is running a two year degree course in Non-violence
and frequently organises special short term workshops concentrating upon.

(a) change of heart,

(b) change of attitude,

(c) change of life style,
{d) change of system and

(e) meditation and yoga (Preksa Dhyzna).

Arhat Vacana, 14 (4), 2002 11
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International Senvnars are also being organised inviting prominent
educationists, exponents of non-violence environment, ecology and social
reforms. Special training courses on lite science culture have been organised
for schoo! teachers for all age groups of students. These are becoming
very popular and educative for Jains & Non-Jains alike. The courses are
secular. spiritual and ethical and there is no religions connotation given
to them.

Such programme deserve internationai recognition and encouragement.
t would -be a good idea if under UN. auspices an International
Conference/ Seminar is organised on education and training for Non - violence
and its abiding relevance to both inner as well as outer environment. Institutions
like the U.N. University for peace at Costa Rica could also usefully include
non - violence in their training and teaching programmes.

UNESCO could take a lead in publishing series of books in all
major languages of the world on folklores and folktales of different countries
and mythological stories from different religions depicting love for peace
and dedication to the concept of “live and let live”.

Promotion of vegetarianism can be a very visible and effective form
of practising active non-violence. For Jains it Is an intergral element
of the practice of active non-violence. Trend towards vegetarianism is already
visible, but encouragement i voiurtary enbrace of vegetarianism at this
summit may prove extremely helpful. Vegetarianism has distinct spiritual,
ethical and environmental connotation. Renowned experts have also testified
to the nutritious and health - energising content of vegetarian diet. Unrestrained
Non - vegetarianism is anti-environment as it involves merciless killing of
innocent, voiceless and defenceless animals and birds at slaughter houses
and rearing of animals exclusively to provide food for human consumption
as it they are a food crop without any soul, emotions or sentiments. Already
it is feared that 25% of earth's total biological diversity is at serious risk
of extinction. If this continues, it would lead to a dangerous disturbance
for the worse in the ecological balance. We are killing the masterpieces
of life on the planet and destroying life support system.

Jain Guru Chitrabhanu has converted many Americans to vegetarianism
over a period of three decades. Jain Acarya Chandanaji at Virayatana
(Rajgir) (near birth place of Lord Mahavira - Kundalpur) in Bihar State
of India has persuaded a large number of tribals to give up eating meat
and take to a vegetarian diet. Entire State of Gujarat became vegetarian
since 1133 A.D. when the then King Kumarpal developed vegetarian culture
under influence of Jain religion. Such programmes can be very usefully
multiplied in all the continents. After all John Robinson has rightly observed :

Arhat Vacana, 14 (4), 2002



4)

(5)

“A non -violent world has roots in a non-violent diet”

Let us remember that among animal lovers and vegetarians have
been great philosophers, artists, statesman and mathematicians like pythogoras,
Plutarch, Plato, Socrates, Leonardo de Vincy, Leo Tolstoy, George Bernard
Shaw, Annie Besant, Albert Schweitzer, Mother Teresa, Mahatma Gandhi
& Vinoba Bhave.

it is time to stop trading in meat-importing or exporting it.
It is time to close down slaughter houses. It is time to give up
making our stomaches a grave yard of dead animals. Time has come
for the United Nations to recognise and protect” the right to life”.
World campaign for vegetarianism should take the line that vegetarianism
makes eating a pure delight and celebration of communion with life
and its natural environment.

Imagine the waste of resources through feeding animals on vegetables
and dead meat in order to provide them as non-vegetarian food for humans,
when ore rationally humans and animals could all share nature’s bounty
of fruits and vegetables to survive and grow. A lot of fruits and vegetables
is perishing daily unused all over the world.

Measures need to gain global momentum to control violence towards
nature - Earth is rapidly being plundered and forest cover is rapidly disappearing.
in U.SA. alone since 1960 the rate of deforestations as been one acre
every second. Central America which had 1.30,000 sq. miles of rain forests
in 1960 is now left with hardiy 80,000 sq. miles cover. Air and water
is getting heavily polluted, march of desert continues, global warming is
affecting agriculture. If we do not judicious conserve and develop our water
resources, 21st Centliry may well face a global water crisis.

What is called for is dynamic sustainable development
complementary to preservation of environment. At the same time
environmental movement should not become anti-development
particularly in developing countries. In major Jain pilgrimage countries
on hill tops continuous afforestation and development of natural habitat
is going on. Worldwide joint community and inter-faith programmes are
required to promote reafforestation of denuded lands on hill tops plateaus
and plains.

Global concern must manifest itself in protecting animal and bird
life. Jain Red Temple in New Delhi (India) has for years been running
a bird clinic with great impact. Near Jain Temple at Halore (Jamnagar),
Gujarat (India), a big cow shelter centre is flourishing which welcomes
ailling cows for treatment and nourishment. Many such centres in India
enjoy generous suppor of Jain Philanthropists.

Arhat Vacana, 14 (4). 2002 13



Hunting for pleasures is gambling with life and a ban on it at global
level would send the right signal for conservation of world's diversity at
local community levels.

Non - possession :

Jain philosophy of “Aparigraha’ (attitude and practice of non-possession,
non - attachment and voluntary abstinence) encourages the restraint in consumption
and limitation of wants. The culture of unrestrained and wasteful consumption
in affluent societies is a sinful violence and must be halted.

(1) In the Jain way of life, periodic fasting is common. Fasting from one
to several days without intake of any food keeps a person physically in
control and spiritually more motivated.

We should consider calling for community fasting atleast for one
day each month as a step towards conservation of earth’s limited resources.

(2) The world community should encourage voluntary renunciation of such items
of daily use as may involve killing of animals and birds. This is in line
with growing international campaign against items like wink furs, shantoosh
shawls or leather goods.

(3) An awareness campaign needs to launched all over the world to ensure
that at wedding and other festivities, there is no waste of food and
that the individuals develop the culture of not leaving any left overs in
their plates. “Waste not want not” should be widely propagated. Mother
Teresa used to lay considerable stress on this and she used to collect
left overs for distribution to the needy and the hungry.

Jain Religion offers the comprehensive concept of “active non -violence”
becoming a life force for promoting ethical, aesthetic and biological harmony
and ecological equilibrium. This approach and attitude is of immense and urgent
relevance to the world at large - a world dominated by over 6 billion human
species who are rapidly sapping the earth’s biological and environmental vitality
and resource - strength.

Robert Muller - an ardent globalist echoed Jain Philosophy in his poem

“Know this planet
love this planet
care for this planet

For you come from Mother earth
You are made of her elements
You are the earth become conscious of herself
Her mind and heart”

Beceived ; 18.01.02
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THE JAINA HAGIOGRAPHY AND
THE SATKHANDAGAMA

M Dr. Bhuvanendra Kumar*

ARHAT VACANA

Kundakunda Snfnapitha. Indore

According to the Jaina records, the origin of the Jaina religion can
be traced back many millennia to Rsabha, the first Tirthankara, also known
by the term Jina. Since his time, there have been a total of twenty - four
such Jinas, the last being Mahiavira. Thus the envolvement of Jainism occuring
over many millennia in subcontinent India will furnish a Jaina hagiography
for an historic perspective.

1. Early Jaina Hagiography -

Primarilly, there are two mamn narrative structures for early Jaina
hagiographies : those about the Tirthunkars who made doctrinal assertions
and postulated theories on various philosophical perspectives, and the ganadharas,
the immediate principal disciples of the Tirthankaras.

These hagiographies furnish a total of twenty-four names of the
Tirthankaras, who have taken birth over many millennia. While all Tirthankaras
reaffirmed the fundamental beliefs of Jaina religion during different socio - cultural
eras and civilizations, they often introduced additional philosophical pronouncements
which better reflected existing social and societal schema. That s, upon
enlightenment, each Jina had gathered a set of disciples, known as ganadharas
who, after receving philosophical postulates directly from their respective
Tirthankaras, clucidated and elaborated the meaning and essence of various
doctrines of their Master into tenets of ethical morals for the larger benefit
of human kind.

1.1 The Tirthankaras

The lives and times of twenty-four Tirthankaras living in different
eras of subcontinent India have been classified into three periods - proto - historic,
pre - historic and histroic.!

According to tradition, the first two Tirthankaras, Rsabha and Ajitanatha,
should be assigned to the proto- historic period. circa 6800-7000 B.C.E. Prof.
PM. Joseph, based on the Jaina text Mahdpurana, has provided the picture
of the socio-anthropological aspects of the times of Rsabha. It was that
of proto-historic Indian life where there existed a particular fusion of cultural,
social and socictal order which was governed by fourteen successive Kulakaras
Nabhirdija was the last Kulakara. He was followed by his son, Rsabha.’
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Ajitandtha, the son of King Jitasatru and Queen Vijaya of the kingdom known
as Vinitd, succeeded Rsabha. These two Tirthankaras were said to have
lived somewhere between the proto-and early pre - historic periods.

The pre - historic period witnessed a flourishing Indus Valley Civilization,
and the birth of Sambhavandtha, the third Tirthankara. In the succeeding
periods. the births of seven Tirthankaras - from Abhinandana to Sitalandtha
have been reported. According to scholars the time of Stalandtha saw the
rise of the Aryans. In the subsequent eras of Tirthankara S'rcyﬁm'su to that
of Munisubrata, the full growth of the Vedic culture occurred. Munisubrata
was i contemporary of Dasaratha and Rama, who were said to be responsible
for bringing about reconciliation between the Jainistic (S:ramanic) and Vedic
systems.?

The historic period of sub-continent India begins with Tirthankara
Namindtha whose date has been assigned to circa 1400-1200 B.CE., a period
considered as the formative years of tne Uparti§ads. The next Tirthankara
Aristanemi has been assigned to circa 1200- 1000 B.C.E. This era has also
been considered as the period of the middle or later Upanisads, Parsvandtha
lived from 877-777 B.C.E., and Mahavira lived from 599-527 B.C.E.?

1.2 The Ganadharas and Systemization of Scriptural Knowledge -

The Sacred Scriptures of the Jainas are called the Agamas. Tradition
attributes  their origin to the times of Rsabha, and states that the Agamic
knowledge had been continuously developed up to the times of Mahavira
and that teaching of the Tirthankars were formalized into doctrional theories
by the ganadharas. That the ancient Agamic literature existed prior to the
times of Mahaivira is supported. According to scholars, ancient Jaina records
reveal that the ganadharas of Parsvandtha and Mahdivira had systemized the
doctrinal theories of their Masters with a structural scheme and a definite
form to the Agamas by importing and systemizing the Agamas by means
of stringing them into s@ittas (Prikrit, SK. sTtras.)".

One of the names of the ganadharas, Prabhara, disciple of Mahavira,
has been reported from an archaeological site excavated at Vaddamanu in
the southern statc of Andhra. The inscription occurred in the archaeological
stratum dating to circa 300 B.C.E. It mentions the name of one Prabhdra.
The hagiographic record reports that Prabhdra was one of the eleven disciples
of Mahavira. According to Dr. T.V.G. Sastri, Prabhdsa (573-533 B.C.E)
name occuring at VaddamInu has been Sanskritized to ‘PrabhTra as found
in the posterior caves of Udayagiri on Orissa.” To date this is the first
archacological evidence supporting the hagiographic data of the names of
the ganadharas of Mahavira.
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It is an established fact that Agamic knowledge was passed on by
the ganadharas (o their disciples. The question is, in what media was this
knowledge passed on? Was it oral medium, or written texts?

A number of mternal evidences are found in ancient Jaina texts, such
as the Dasavaikalika of Pontiff Svayambhava (491-429 B.C.E.) in circa
452, and Brhatkalpa, Vyavahara and Nisitha works of Pontiff BhadrabZhu -1
(360 B.C.E.)® Which point out that Agamic knowledge was passed on 1o
the successive generations by means of written material. They furnish quite
a few internal evidence to the fact that they were contemporary works. Also,
the earliest Jaina mscription, Barli fragmentary stone record from Rajashtan,
belonging to fourth or fifth B.C.E. throws light on the existence of writing
and Prakrit literature in India. This inscription, which is at Ajmer Museum,
was found in the temple of Bhilot Matd, about [.5. kms from Barl village,
situated about 54 kms southeast of Ajymer. The stone is a part of the hexagonal
pillar and contains four lines, written in Prikrit mixed with Sanskrit. The
first line refers to ‘Vira Bhagavana® (Mahavira). According to Halder, the
second line refers to a ““period (84th year) to the reckoned from the nirvana
of Mahavira. which corresponds to 528-27 B.C.E.". According, K.P. Sharma
views the date of the inscription would be equivalent to 528-84 = 444
or 443 B.C.E. The fourth line contains the name Mujhinmika, a Prakrit version
of Madhyamikd, a place now known as Nagari near Chittorgarh. On palacographical
grounds, scholars like K.P. Jayaswal, G.H. Ojha and R.R. Halder are of
the view that the Barli inscription is anterior to Asoka, and therefore assigned
it to fourth or fifth B.C.E.” Coupled with the Barli record and the internal
evidences of ancient Jaina texts, it may be easily said that at least from
the times of Pontiff Svayambhava (491-429 B.C.E.), there were written works
available for the diffusion of Jaina philosophy. Based on the Barli record
and the internal evidences that occur in ancient Jaina texts, it can be assumed
that Agamic knowledge and its diffusion took place through written works.
In light of this, a subjective approach and research on archaic writing system
in Indian continent would furnish valuable data on the writing itself and
certainly would shed light on the nature. growth and diffusion of Agamic
thought and its associated literature.

In the predominent Indian view, both the concept of antiquity and
the art of writing in India has little attention as the Vedas were said to
have been transmitted orally, with no claim of authorship, other than the
vedas were the words of God.

There is a body of scholarly opinion that Jainaism is the oldest living
religion of Indian subcontinent, tracing its birth to the indigenous Dravidian
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culture. In view of this, the origin of its Agama knowledge can be attributed
undeniably to the Tirthankaras and the authorship of the Agamas to the
ganadharas. This leads to one conclusion that succesive Pontiffs passed on
Agama knowledge. from generation to generation, via written texts and not
just by oral tradition.

Other records also indicate that therc were attempts to commit the
Agams into writing. For example, the First Jaina Synod of Pataliputra was
convened in circa 358 B.C.E. by Sthuilabhadra (407-308 B.C.E.), the son
of Sakatala. the Premier of Nanda King IX. Sthulabhadra at the time had
assumed the position of cheif Pontiff in absence of BhadrabGhu-1 who has
travelled south in anticipation of the great famine that would take place
in the North."” The committing of the Agams though took place at the
time, it was not universaly convened by Cedi emperor Kharavela of Kalinga.
in his 13th regnal year, circa 172 B.CE. The council was held on the
top of Udayagiri hill ncar present Bhuv.neswar, capital of modern Orissa.
The site was a quadrilateral consisting of stone plateform, situated adjacent
to the shrine commissioned by Queen Sindhuld. In accordance with the
samavasarana description, a pale red quadrilateral pillar was laid with beryl
in front of the Assembly Hall, apparently to serve as manastambha.'" Mirji
Annarao, a noted scholar of Jainism in Marathi and Kannada, has estimated
that this Council was well attended. Jinakalpi and sthavirakalpi monks, 200
each in number. Some of the names of the representatives of the first group
were Ballisiha, Bhodhalinga, Devacirya and Dharmasendcirya and was led
by Sustitha. The latter group was headed by Siyﬁmﬁc?iryzt There was the
arjika (Zryikﬁ) order, 700 strong. Their chief was Payiniye. There was also
another 300 other monks, as well as kings. heads of merchant guilds, and
laity. The Council presided over by Ac@irya Sustitha, was established to redact
the Agama scripture.'”

1.3 Mulasangha and the Southern Council -

According to Professor Jyoti Prasad Jain. records reveal that the genealog
of Southern Milasangha began from the time of Bhadrabdhu-11 (37-14 B.C.E.).
He was followed by Kundakunda (41 BCE. to 44 CE. and Loh3carya
(!4 B.C.E. to 38 C.E.) Arhadbali was the next Pontift of the Southern mulasangha.

It was during his time that Arhadbali convened the Council of Sothern
Monks. and later, at the request of Dharasena of Girnar in Gujrat. he dispatched
his disciples Puspadanta (c. 50 to 80 C.E) and Bhutabali (c. 26 to 90
CE) to Gujrat to study the part of the old scripture which would have
become non-existent ift not for Dharasena. The Monk, Bhutabali, has been
identified with Nahap@ina, the Saka King Ksahardta of Saurastra by Prof.
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Jain. King Nuahapdna was said to have ascended the throne in C.E. 26,
and after his defeat at the hands of Gautamiputra STtakarni, he abdicated
the throne and became a Jaina monk."”

The Jaina text Tiloyapannami, which was originally, written in C.E.
170, reports the above account. According to this next, the first Saka chief,
Ksahar@ta, waged war on Ujjain in 66 B.CE., and was a predecessor of
Nahapana. It also notes that Nahapina was rivaled by the Sdtavahana king
Gauwtamiputra - Sitakarnt of Paithan. Nahap@na was defeated in the war at
Bhrgukaccha by Gautamiputra Satakari. The Kvas"yaku and Chirni texts also
give some accounts of Nahapana. Following the defeat at the battle, Nahapana
abdicated the throne and was nitiated to Jaina monkhood. Later, he was
given the ascetic nume of Bhiitabali. The fater Sakas - Gasomatika and Castana - who
were in the service of Nahapdna. again rose to power in Ujjaini. Dr. TV.G.
Sastri, who discovered Saka chiefs” names from Jaina archaeological site,
VaddamTnu in Andhara Predesh, has assigned the discovery to the times
of Nahapina. Further, he has noted that the inscription about Dhamuti and
his family at Vaddamanu clearly indicates that Dhamuti was a resident of
Vaddaminu. and the name, according to Jaina texts, was that of the father
of Castana. The finds from Vaddamanu thus corroborate the royal origin
of Acarya Bhiitabali, the Southern Jaina Council of Mahim@nagari, and
the composition of the Satkhandagama'

Accordingly. the Jama Council of Southern Monks at Mahimanagari
on the river bank of Krishnavend was convened in 66 C.E. by Arhadbali.””
This has been supported and confirmed by the recent archaeological discovery
of a Bramhi wscription of about First CE. found in one of the caves
16

at Akkanna - Maddanna in the Bezawdda area of Andhra state’™ This group

consequently produced the procanonical work known as the Satkhandagama.
It was a work of two Jainaacaryas - Puspadanta and Bhuitabali. The work
was completed between the years 66-75 C.E." Its Hindi edition with commentory

Dhavala has been published in 16 Volumes.
2. The Satkhandagama (Scripture in Six Parts)

This post-canonical Prakrit text of the Jfainas system is a work clearly
cherished by the Digambaras. The name of the text not only referenced
in many texts but also appears in the Bijoha lithic record of the ChThamina
King Somesvara (CE 1169) of Rajashtan. The word Satkhandagama has been
mentioned m this record in verse 41, and according to Dr. Gopal Krishna
Sharma, the term  Satkhandagama has been used to refer o the Agams.
The Jaina Saint Dharasena (circa 156 CE) taught it to Puspadanata and
Bhiitabali and it was they who committed it to writing between the years
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87 to 156 C.E. Soon thereafter, Saint Gunabhadra, drawing on the same
source of Dharasena, complied a second work Ycalled Kas@yaprabhrta. Both
these carly texts deal with Juina theories of bondage of the soul. In medieval
times. these texts were venerated as siddhdnta in the South and one who
mastered it was honoured with the title of siddh@nta cakravarfi, as is known
in the case of famous author Nemicandra (C.E. 950)'% It has been observed
that Satkhandagama resembles the Praji@pand@ )explanations) text authored
by monk Arya Syama who flourished in circa 79 B.C.E. The resemblance
is found in both style and content."”

_ The Satkhandagama contains about six thousand long or short aphorisms
in Sauraseni - dominant Prakrit, and is influenced by Ardhamagadhi, Maharastri
and other native dialects. It is said to have originated from the treatise
of Mahakarma Prakrti Prabhrta on Aggaayani (Sk. Agrayani), the second
text of the extinct Plirva Anga. The sub-text has 24 anuyogadv@ras (disquisition
doors) and from them that the Satkhanddagama was developed.”

The work deals with the Jainas philosophical system and its various
components as applied to living beings in terms of life, the activity thereof
by way of mattergy and the final strands of karma bondage. The technicalities
and experience processes are the subject matter which the work deals in
six parts under the following headings : (1) Jivatthaname (Prakrit, Sk. is
Jivasthana, stations of the living beings). (2) Ksudraka Bandha (karmic bondage).
(3) Bandha-svamitva (Specifics of Karma Bondage) (4) Vedan@ (karma
experiencing) (5) Vargan@ (variforms of mattergy and karma) and (6) Mahabandha
(Great bondage) with eighteen sub - text.

2.1 Commentaries on Satkhandagama -

Indranandi (C.E. 930) in his work Srufdvatara has mentioned  six
commentaries. Accordingly. Samantabhadra composed a commentary in Sanskrit,
and  Padmanandi of Tamilnddu wrote Parikarma on three parts of the
Satkhand@gama, Virasena composed the Dhavald. Later, Simkundicarya wrote
a commentary, using a mix of Prakrit, Sanskrit and Kannada languages, on
five parts less the Mah@bandha. Tambulracarya of the village of Tumbalure
in Karmnataka composed Ciidamani in Kannada, Bappadeva also wrote a commentary
on five parts excluding Mah@bandha, and on Kasdya Prabhrta in Prakrit.”!

3. The Jaina University at Vatana and The Dhavala -

Ancient Va@tana is identified with Vani, a village situated 40 kms
northeast of Nasik Highway in Maharastra. During the reign of Subhatunga
Indra. the second king of the Rastraklita empire, he commissioned a Jaina
Shrine at Vatana, which later became the seat of the university. The small
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range of Candor hills have a series of caves known as the Cambharlen
caves, which were used by Jaina monks as their retreat. The monks, according
to Prof. Jyou Prasad Jaina, belonged to the Paiicastipanvaya line, which
in later years came to be known in Deccan India as Senagana.

The history of Pamicasfipanvaya begins at VIrinasi. Kcﬁrya Gunanandi
of the line moved from Varanasi in the fifth century to Pahadpur (in modern
Bangladesh). where the disciples founded a Jaina center, which in due course
of time. became famous as BatgohTli shrine. In the following century, one
Rsabhanandi from Batgoh@li shrine traveled south, where Jainism was accorded
both large patronage and adherents from the ruling families. Srisena, a pupil
of Rsabhanandi from Batagohal, also travelled south. During the first part
of eight century, Candrasenficirya, a disciple of Srisena, became the head
of the monastic order, which had come down from BatagohTlh and had firmly
established Senagana. It was Candrasendcirya who founded the Jaina university
at Vatana. The university was said to have flourished for about 150 years.
Nayanandi (C.E. 1042). the author of Sudarsena Carite, has also referrd
to this umversity. In light of this, Prof. J.P. Jaina has observed that ‘it
suggests that the author himself not only had heard but had scen it.™
The Dhavala

Kcm'yu Virasena, the celebrated saint and scholar of medieval India,
was said to have royal descent. Prof. LP. Jain has observed that Virasena
was possibly of Royal descent being an illegitimate son of King Dhavalappadeva
of Citogadh in Rajasthin. He was a student at Vatana University and later
had become a tcacher at the university. As well he was said to have been
sent by Kryunzmdi‘ the Rector of the University, to Citogadh to study canonical
works under Elfcarya, one of the great canonical scholars of the times.

After his return from Citogadh. Virasena was entrusted with the study
of the Satkhandagama. His swudy team consisted of six members - Jayasena,
his colleague and his pupils Daéuru@uguru. éripﬁla, Vinayasena, Padmasena
and Jinasena-11. The study. which was initiated in the year 792 C.E., was
the high period of the RastrakUta empire. During the reign of Jagatunga
Govinda - 111, who had the title of Tribhuvana Dhavia, Kcﬁrya Virasena finished
20,000 verses on the 8th of October 816, and in honour of his king Govinda,
he named his work as Dhavala.

Jinasena-1I. a pupil of Virasena, completed the unfinished part of the
work in C.E. 837-38, and his part of the work was called Jaya Dhavala
in honour of his royal disciple Xmonghavarwa, who bore the title of atis"aya
Dhavala.”
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The genesis and popularity of the Dhavald commentary have solid
connection to the Raswakutas in the Deccan and their branch at Hastikundi,
as well was the Chahamana in Western India. In the Western India branch
of the Imperial Rastraktitas, the Hastikundi Rasirakfitas not only commissioned
the Rsabha Jina temple at Hastikundi, and gave grants, but also named one
of the kings as Dhavald. The Bijapur inscription (C.E. 940) preserved in
the Ajmer Muscum furnishes the information as to his name and his many
endowments to Jaina establishments.™ As noted already, the appearance of
the name of pro-canonical Satkhanddagama in the Bijoloa lithic record of
Chdhamana king Somesvara, (C.E. 1169) attests to the fact that both works
- Satkhanddagama and its comimentary the Dhavald were held in high in
esteem by kings uand ordinary people, from the south to the western part
of India.

In this contexts, the adjecuve Dhavala stands for bright, white, luminescence,
and probably it 1s an appropriate term for it synthesizes accumulate knowledge
and introspection of saint scholars Dharasena. Puspadanta and Bhitabali.

4. The Hindi Edition of Satkhandagama

There appears to be two principle people who worked on the Hindi
edition of the Satkhandagama. One was Pandit Hiralal Jain, a reputed Siddhanta
Sastri and  Nyayatirtha, and Prof. Hiralal Jain. the General Editor of the
whole 16 volumes of the Satkhandagama works, based on the Dhaval@ commentary.
4.1 The Dhavala Manuscript

The Dhavald palin-leaves munuscript preserved now at Miudabidri in
the western part of Karnataka, based on  palacography evidences, belongs
the time of Bittivardhana, the Heysala king. and his queen, Santald. The
manuscript is dated C.E. 1113, The records also show that at the time of
the Later Ganiga monarchy, which ruled mandali - 1000 - n@du in the
Tunga and Bhadra river region of Shimoga district of modern Karnataka,
the Dhavala was copied twice. During the reign of Bhujabala Gariga, the
copy of Dhavala was commissioned by Devamati, mother-in-law of the
king. Tt was given 1o Subhacandradeva (C.E. 1119), the chief preceptor of
caity@laya at Bannikere, commissioned by Bacaladevi, queen of Bhujabala
Gatiga. In the beginning of the twelth cenwry, Mallikabbe, queen  consort
of SantsenarTja, also commissioned the copying work of the Dhavala, and
gave it to her preceptor. MAghanandi. The Jaina copyists who were well
versed in Prakrit. Sanskrit and  Kannada had used a specially prepared ink
instead of an iron - style so that the work would last longer.”
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The Dhavala script is m old Kuannada, scribed on palm leaves. It
was scribed at Sravanabelgola, about 206G miles east of Mudabidre, and was
preserved in the Siddhanta basadi complex. Sometimes after 1600 C.E., the
collection of the manuscripts was moved to Mudabidre.

The content mostly on Prakrit is scribed on 592 strips of leaves which
measure 27 inches wide by 3 inches long. The manuscript was rediscovered
by Pandit Todarmal (1740-1767 C.E). who was a scholar of Praknt, Sanskrit.
Hindi and Kannada, which he had taught himself. He had set a plan in
motion to collect the Dhavala wmanuscript such that it could be published.
Unfortunately, the project never materialized.”

In the next several decades. Manikchand of Solapur (Mahdrdstra) saw
the manuscript in 1883, and through his efforts - from 1896 to 1922 -
the contents of the manuscript were hand scribed by six scholars to repute,
one of whom was Lokandtha Sastri. Copies were made on 1500 sheets of
paper measuring 14 by 6 inches in Hindi script and 2800 sheets in Kannada.
However. the trustees of the place did not agree to part with the scribed
copies. It was with the effort of concealed scribing by the wife of the
Kannada scriber. that the Kannada copy of the manuscript found its way
out to Saharanpur in north India. There in 1926, it was read by Gajpati
Sastri and scribed in Hindi by Sitaram Sastri. Later a dozen copies of the
material reached Jain temples around the country.™
4.2 The Reconstruction of Hindi of Satkhandagama -

At the 1935 Convention of Jain Mahasabha at Itarsi, the Jain community
of India launched the Dhavala project, with specific objectives and guidelines.
The monumental project was thus begun. deciphering the Dhavala contents
and intcgrating it with other commentaries.

A team consisting of three scholars - Pandit Hiralal Slﬁslri. Prof. Hiralal
Jain and Pandit Phoolchandra Jain - was entrusted with the project. Pandit
Hiralal Sastri with his deep knowledge of nmy@ya syllogism gained through
the study of Prameya Ratnamala of Anantavira had brought inside into the
reconstruction work, through the practical usage of Prikrit, Nyaya syllogism
in conjunction with anek@nta and its stuctural elaboration in Jaina thought,
therefore. has simplified for the team a larger understanding of Jaina philosophical
postulations. particularly of this pro-canonical work. >
5. The Satprarupana Sutra

Sat has Prikrit roots and it refers to the intrinsic distillate of reality,
whereas sacch (Prikrit, safya in Sanskrit) - truth applies to a statement.
The term prarfipana {enunciation) is not a nirfipana (insight based opinion).
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The syllogistic roots of pra lic in the prameya, pramana and parikch@ processes
of Jaina view for validation, but not necessarily with a specific objective
or hetu.”

The first one hundred seventy seven siittas (Prakrit, shtras in Sanskrit)
from the first volume known as the Satpraripana. It elaborates in the subject
of hving and non-hiving entities in terms of the physical concepts of space
and time in the realm of the human condition and activity.

The first twenty -three suttas of the Satprarupana provide a remarkable
guide to the deeper issues of the human condition. They bring out the Zgamic
thought of world - view, and asserts that the world in knowable through human
efforts to create verified knowledge.

The Satpraruipana text as a whole conceptulizes the physiognomical
system of living being based on the Jaina scriptural reading, and classifies
them into fourtcen stages. under fourteen margana (investigation) categories
and through eight anuyogadvaras (disquisition doors). This is explained in
three sub-texts. namely : (a) Enunciation of Existence (b) Numeration of
Living Beings, bascd on Dravyapramananugama (one of the disquisition doors
(¢) Edatikas (nine appendices) in three sub - texts.

Outsides of the sfittas, the subject matter is treated and explained
by adopting ‘ogha’ (generalization) and ‘adesa’ (specialization) descriptional
methodology. The contents thus may be summarized by suita numbers in
the following presentation

Mangaiacarana (Bendedictory  Prologue, s.1), Marganas (Methods  of
Investigations. s.2), Anuyogadvaras (Disquisition Doors, s.5). Ogha and Adesa
(Descriptional  Categories, s, 8-9), Gati (Destinity, s. 24), Indriya (Senses,
s. 33). Kaya (Embodiment, s. 39), Yoga (Activitics, s. 47), Veda (Libido,
s. 101), Kasayas (Passions, s. 111), Jiana (Knowledge, s. 115), Darsana
(Conation, s. 123), Sanmiyama (Restraint, s. 131), Le.(‘yﬁ (Colouration . Aureola,
s. 136), Bhavyatva (Liberatablity, s. 141), Samyaktva (Righteousness, s. 144),
Sanjiri (Instinctive, s. 172) and Ahara (Food intake. s. 175-177),

From this, it can be noted that eight out of the fourteen characteristics
fike destinity, senses activity. embodiments, libido, instincts, intake and colourations
deal with physically living beings: and the rest relate to the psychology
of human beings, in terms of passsions, knowledge. conations, righteousness,
liberatbility and restraint. Thus, the text takes into consideration both the
physical and psychological aspects of living beings. The Satpraripana therefore
is considered as one of the earliest text in India that deals with such subjects
as the biology and psychology of living beings in a structurally systematized

58 Arhat Vacana, 14 (4), 2002



presentation. As such, the Satprariipana is an mmportant source for the study
of carly history of sciences In India.”
6. The Completion of Hindi Edition of Satkhandagama

The maiden edition of Safpraripana n 410 pages was published on
the 7th of November 1939. Credits for the authorship of the edition were
made in this order: Prof. Hiralal Jain. editor - with Introduction, Translation,
Notes. and Indexes 1 Pandit Phoolchandra Siddhanta Sastri and Pandit Hiralal
Siddhanta Sastri Nyayatirtha were creditied as co-editors : Pandit Devakinandan
Siddhania Sastri and Dr. AN. Upadhye., M.A., D. Lut. were credited for
research. -

A second volume was followed within the year, and by 1942, the
next three volumes were published. This team produced the first five volumes
of Satkhandagama. Prof. Hiralal Jain had provided the input for the historical
context in the European academic format: Pandit Phoolchandra had grammatical
and linguistic expertise, and Pandit Hiralal Siddhanta Sastri Nyayatirtha had
Prakrit ctymology and nydya based perspective for inference and validation.
Secondary ntelectual assistance had also came from many. notably Nathuram
Premi, Devaki Nandan and Dr. AN. Upadhye. By 1958, rest of the eleven
volumes of the Satkhandagama, for a total of sixteen volumes, were published.
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10.

General Instructions and Informations for Contributors

. Arhat Vacana publishes original papers, reviews of books & essays, summaries

of Disertations and Ph.D. Thesis, reports of Meetings/Symposiums/Seminars/Confere-
nces, Interviews efc.

. Papers are published on the understanding that they have been neither published

earlier and nor have been offered to any journal for publication.

. The manuscript (in duplicate) should be sent to the following address -

Dr. Anupam .Jain

Editor- Arhat Vacana
Kundakunda Jiianapitha,
584, M. G. Road, Tukoganj,
INDORE - 452001 INDIA

. The manuscript must be typed on one side of the durable white paper, in

double spacing and with wide margin. The title page should contain the title
of the paper, name and full address of the author.

The author must provide a short abstract in duplicate, not exceeding 250 words,
summarising and highlighting the principal findings covered in the paper.
Foot-notes should be indicated by superior number running sequentially through
the text. All references should be given at the end of the text. The following
guidelines should be strictly followed -

(i) References to books should include authors full name, complete and
unabbreviated title of the book (underiined to indicate italics), volume, edition
(if necessary), publisher's name, place of publication, year of pubiicatior and
page number cited. For example - Jain, Laxmi Chandra, Exact Sciences from
Jaina Sources, Basic Mathematics, Vol.-1, Rajasthan Prakrit Bharati Sansthan,
Jaipur. 1982, pp. XVI + 6.

(i) References to articles in periodicals should miention author’'s name, title
of the article, title of the periodical, underlined volume, issue number (it required),
page number and year. For example - Gupta, R.C., Mahaviracarya on the
Perimeter and Area of Elipse, The Mathematics Education, 8(B). PP. 17-20,
1974.

(i) In case of similar citations, full reference should be gwen in the first
citation. In the succeeding citation abbreviated version of the tile and author's
name may be used. For example - Jain, Exact Sciences, PP. 45 etc.

Line sketches should be made with black ink on white board of tracing paper.
Photographic prints should be glossy with strong contrast.

. Acknowledgements, if there be, are to be placed at the end of the paper,

just before reference.

. Only ten copies of the reprints will be given free of charge to those authors,

who subscribe. Additional copies, on payment, may be ordered as soon as
it is accepted for publication.

Devanagari words, if written in Roman Script, should be underlined.
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