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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA INC.,
NEW YORK

We Believe in Truth and Non-Violence
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Shri Ashtapad Maha Tirth

MILESTONES

Important Dates and Events in JCA History

1981

43-11 Ithaca Street, EImhurst, NY property purchased.

1982

Shri Mahavir Swami Mulnayak Idol installed in the building.

2000

Decided to construct a new building. Planning and permission process started.

City Permission granted.

2001

Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak Idol, followed by demolition of old temple building.

2002

Bhoomi Poojan Ceremony followed by Shila Ropan / Shila Sthapana

2004

Panch Kalyanak (Pran Pratishtha) performed in Agra, India.

2004

Anjanshalaka (Pran Pratishtha) performed in Surat, India

2004

Key Handover Ceremony — On behalf of Jain Community of Diamond and Colorstone

Industry, keys were handed over to the Chairman, J.C.A.

2005

Opening Ceremony of 1) Building 2) Upashraya 3) Library 4) Bhojanshala

5) Art Gallery in May, Pratishtha Ceremonies were performed by all traditions in June.

Jain Center of America Inc., New York——— &3¢ 372 8-

Making of a Temple Building — A Dream Come True
What Mind can Conceive — Man can Achieve
Collection of Literature — A look in the Past
Research for Lost Tirth — A look in the Future
Ratna Mandir — A New Concept
Making of a Model — A creation
24 Idols — Carved in Gemstones
Asht Pratiharya Design — Carving in Crystal
Shri Ashtapad Maha Tirth — A History Making Event
A Ten Year Story — As told in Gemstones
Pictorial Guide — Living a Jain Way of Life
Dedicated to All — Who follow Principles and Practice Jainism

Jain Center of America Inc. — A Unity in Diversity

WE BELIEVE IN TRUTH AND NON-VIOLENCE
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BLESSINGS FROM SHRI MAHAVIR SWAMI

An Enigmatic Figure Building Model
View from all angles

TEACHINGS OF MAHAVIRA

Live and let live. Love all and serve all. Where there is Love there is Life.

Know thyself, recognize thyself, be immersed in thyself — you will attain Godhood.
Desire, like the sky, is endless.

Essential nature of a thing is called Dharma.

Destroy anger through calmness, overcome ego by modesty, discard deceit by
straight forwardness, and defeat greed by contentment.

"Parasparopagraho Jivanam” - All Souls influence each other. They live
interdependently

“Samyag-darshana-jnana-charitrani Mokshamargah” — Goal of life is liberation.

The doctrine of multiplicity of viewpoints (Anekanta Vad) means acceptance of
all viewpoints.

ARTIN 3-D

8% 373 ¢8—— Jain Center of America Inc., New York
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INFORMATION WALL - VARIOUS FLOOR DETAILS

A UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Jain Center of America Inc., New York—— g3 374 ¢&-
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA INC., NEW YORK
CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES FOR JAINS

The new Jain Center proposal includes a four-story temple building with cellar and parking facility.
The blueprint reflects an architectural design addressing the multiple requirements of Jain community.
This building closely resembles the true essence of religious temple construction where architecture
and religion embrace one another creating a fruly sacred space. Within the same walls, places
are adllotted for religious gatherings, education, dining. residence etc. Along with the spiritual and
social aspect, this temple is fully equipped with the latest technology for future generations.

General:

e Total height of the building with kalash is 66~ 5”. Rising from the 3 floor, the Shikhar is 26°-
9” high and Kalash is 2°- 9 high.

e The building has a 3" wide landscaped garden at the front with a small fence for protection.
In the rear of the building there is 60" x 75" (4500 sqg. ft.) space for parking - 30" x 65" is covered
and 30" x 75" is open. There is 8°.8" wide driveway on the right side.

e Building has centralized heating. air-conditioning, communication and security systems.

e Total construction area is 16623-sq. ft. (four stories with a cellar).

e FEach floor has 2 sets of stairs and one elevator. Public facilities are provided on
15t & 4t floor.

e Stairs lead into lobbies A & B on either side of the temple and are decorated with various
Jain themes - A Pictorial Guide to Jainism.

e A full set of glass windows in the back provides plenty of natural light on upper floors.

Cellar - Hi. 8-8"Area 2350 saq.ff.

A 1000 sqg. ft. (40'x25") multipurpose hall (youth center) with a capacity for
65 people.

Walls enclosing the Hall decorated with artwork, furning it infto a mobile art gallery.
Tables along the wall will serve the purpose of art object display.

Hall is equipped with audio-visual technology for theatrical requirements.

Amenities include: Children’s room, Computer Area and various ufilities.

First Floor —=A (Hall) Ht.8.2”/9’ Area 2350 sq.ft. B (Parking) 8’: Area 4000 sq.ft.

e Public enftry is from Ithaca Street and another one - the main entry is from the rear through
the parking lot.

o Street level parking is in the rear for 11 cars, including handicap parking.

e An 860 (26'x34") sq.ft. Reception area serves as a Welcome Center/ Senior Center with a
small office including security, a gift shop and public facilities

e Bhomiyqji idol is located at the back entry vestibule where two elephants and dwarpal,
artistically carved on marble panel will welcome all.

e On the walls we have Building information, Shilalekh, Bulletin Boards, Welcome, 3-D image.,
building model and efc.

e Amenities include: Coat and shoe rooms, rest rooms, T.V. Screen, Public Address System, etc.

Second Floor — A(Temple) Ht. 14°.8” Area 870 sq.ft. B(Upashraya) 12°.10”: area 1850 sq.fi.

e Enfrance onto the second floor is through two lobbies A & B: 8 x 35 = 280 sq ft, leading into
the temple.

e Rang Mandap is 870 sq.feet (25°-8" x 34°-5") inviting devotees into the temple and announcing
the Garbha Griha. Marble flooring is provided with radiant heating.

e The main Garbha Griha size is 7°-7“x 10°-7”. It has a Samran style Ghummat, Kalash & Dhaja.
On Pabasan, there is Shri Mahavir Swamiji's idol as Mulnayak along with two idols by the side
which are of Shri Neminathji and Shri Sambhavnathji as per name JCA & place NY City.

8% 375 ¢8——— Jain Center of America Inc., New York




Shri Ashtapad Maha Tirth

o Adjacent small shrines house Shri Parshwanathji in black stone and Shri Shantinathji (Panch
Dhatu-Metal), both in sitting posture. Both have open Gabhara and Ghummat with Kalash.

e Behind the main shrine, in the walk around area (Bhamati) is Shri Adinathji Choumukhi.

e Rang Mandap walls are decorated with artistic pilasters. In between these pilasters there are
10 Gokhalas with statues of various Devi-Devtas and various PATS & Paintings for Darshan.

e Adjacent to but separate from the temple Rang mandap, there is another sacred space,
Upashraya - Lecture Hall-1850 sq.ft. (28'x65") Ht.12'- 10", with a capacity to hold 250 people.
A folding wood and glass partition between the temple and Upashraya allows the spaces
fo be joined for larger gatherings and still provide full light to temple area. It has wooden
flooring.

o Navkar Mantra is depicted in a niche on the east wall carved in crystal with inlay in gemstones.

e Amenities include: Chandan room and separate Shower Rooms for Men & Women,

Third Floor: A(Temple) Ht. 11°'.2” Area 780 sq.fl. B(Shrimadji & Library) 9.6”
Area 930 sq.ft.:

¢ Main lobby A leads intfo the Rang Mandap-680 sq.ft. (25.5'x 26.5") This houses a second sacred
space with main Garbha Griha 5°-5"x7°-1"dedicated to Shri Adinathji. Two idols by the side
are of Shri Padma Prabhuji and Shri Chandra Prabhuji. Adjacent shrines are dedicated to
standing idols of Shri Parshwanathji & Shri Bahubaliji carved in black and pink marble.

o Rang Mandap walls has 5 Gokhalas on side and 4 flat Gokhalas on north wall.

e Adjacent but separated by a Hall Way is the 500-sq. ft. (23.7'x21.3") Meditation Hall, a smaller
Dhyan Mandir, dedicated to Shrimad Rajchandra. It has facilities for Samayak, Pratikraman,
Swadhyay Sadhana and Bhakti Bhavana. Adjacent to it is a 430-sqg. ft. (18°-3"x23"-7") Library
(Gyan Mandir), separated by a folding partition. This joint space can be used for education
and deliberation purposes; like Shibirs, pathshala, swadhyay and conferences.

o JCA officeis located in the apartment. It is fully furnished and equipped with latest fechnology.

e One residential unit is for caretaker and another one for visiting scholars.

e Hallway and Lobby walls are decorated with artwork (a pictorial guide) depicting Jain
Themes.

Fourth Floor = A - Dadawadi, Ht. 11°.1”Area 375 sq.ft. B - Dining, 9’.5”Area 1200 sq.ft.:

e 26'-9” high Shikhar with a Kalash 2'-9”on the top is rising from the third floor temple. Its
design is based on Jain architecture. Two smaller Shikhar flank on the either side.
Dadawadi is 375 sq.ft. (15'x25"). It houses Shri Jin Kushal Suri Gurudev idol & charan

It has a roof garden between Dadawadi & Shikhar.

Shri Ashthapad Tirth is located on the 4th floor in the Dadawadi area.

Adjacent but separated by a partition wall is the 1200 sq. ft. (29'x 417) Dining Hall (Bhojan
Shala and Ayambil Shala). This accommodates 96 people with table and chair seating.

o Amenities include Kitchen 360sq.ft. (17'x21°), Storage., Drinking water-fountains & Rest rooms

Theme:

During the planning of this project, careful attention has been given to facilitate easy access
and exit of large groups of people. Particular themes-linked closely 1o the philosophy of Jainism-
are poignantly viewed, through painting. sculpture or narrative remarks, on the empty walls
throughout the building (five lobbies and five halls). Since temples/upashraya are meant to stir
the inner soul of each devotee, this idea of decorating the walls with Jain themes evokes a
greater spirituality, consciousness and awareness for all; this Jain Center aims to absorb the
mind, soul and body of every worshipper that comes to its doorstep. We have abided by civic
regulations and spiritual guidance in constructing this center for Jains.

JAI JINENDRA

Jain Center of America Inc., New York——— 8% 376
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Floor Details

Cellar

e Height.8 -8"

e  Area 2350 sq. ft.

° Elevator

e 2 Set of Stairs

e  Various Utilities

e  Multipurpose hall
1000 sq.ft.- 65 people

e  Youth Center

e  Computer Area

e ArtGallery

e  MiniTheatre

e  Children’s Room

First Floor

Height. 8'- 2" & 9'

Area 2350 sq. ft.
Drive-way to 11 -car Parking lot
Handicap Parking

Front & Back entrance
Coat & Shoe Rooms
Rest Rooms

Reception Hall 860 sq.ft
Welcome Center

Small office, including
security and gift shop
Shri Bhomiaji

Jain Chinh / 3-D Image
Senior Citizen Center
T.V. Screen & Public
Address System
Information wall
Shilalekh

Bulletin Boards

8% 377 ¢8——— Jain Center of America Inc., New York
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Second Floor

Lecture Hall/ Sthanak Mahavir Swami Temple
Ht. 12—10” Ht. 14'-8” / Area 870 sq. ft. (52 people)
Area 1850 sq. ft. Entrance through two lobbies — 280 sq. ft.
(169 people) Main Garbhagruha with Ghummat, Kalash & Dhwaja
A folding partition Mahavir Swami main idol with
to temple Neminath & Sambhavnath on side
Wall Niche-Navkar Mantra A small Chovisi on the wall inside the Gabhara
Provision for Stage with Parshwanath & Shantinath (Gokhalas on sides)
audio visual facilities Bhamati for Parikrama & Adinath Chomukhi

10 Dev Devi Gokhalas, various PATS & Art Work
Chandan Room / Shower Rooms

Jain Center of America Inc., New York———  g&$ 378 8-
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Third Floor

Meditation Hall

Height. 9° — 6” area 500 sq. ft.
dedicated to Shrimad Rajchandra
Facilities for Samayik, Pratikraman,
Bhakti & Sadhana

A folding partition to Library

Library 430 sq. ft. (Total area 930 sq.ft)
Lobby & Hallway walls contain artwork
Scholar’'s Room - for Sadhus,

Sadhvis & Scholars.

Residential Unit: for Caretaker

APT - J.C.A. Office

Adinath Temple

Height 11’-2” / Area 780 sq. ft. (41 people)
Main Garbhagruha with 3 Shikhars, Kalash
& Dhwaja dedicated to Adinath, Padma
Prabhu and Chandra Prabhu

Gokhalas have Mahavir Swami & Shantinath
Idol, Jin Vani, Panch Meru, Om Rhim
Parshwanath & Bahubali on sides (Standing)
10 Laxana and 12 Bhavna
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Fourth Floor

Dining Hall
e Height9’-5”
e Area 1200 sq. ft.
e  Accommodation
° 100 people
e  Bhojan Shala and Ayambil Shala
e Kitchen & Storage
e  Drinking Water — Fountains
° Public Facilities
e  Afolding partition to Dadawadi

Jain Center of America Inc., New York——— 8¢ 380 ¢a-

Dadawadi

Height on sides: 11’ - 1”

Skylight Ht. 157"

W. 6 L. 25

Area 375 Sq. Feet

Shri Guru-Mandir

Roof Garden & Shikhar
Ashtapad Tirth

Ht.—13.1" W. - 147"

D. - 5.1” Area- 105 sq.ft.

Shri Chovisi

Glass-Panel wall in front.
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A WORD ABOUT ART WORK

Jainism is a way of life and an art of living.

Its rich heritage of art work has been an inspiration to us and to all.

Jain literature is vast and deals with all subjects.

Jain principles exhibited here are in close adherence with Jain scriptures.
Jain practices are presented with simple explanations along with pictures.

Practicing religion with understanding will guide one on the right path fo spiritual
peace.

All major traditions are represented here. A unity in diversity.
We have tried to encompass many aspects of our heritage in a limited space.

This artwork is for everyone - young and old, Jain and non-Jain, present generation
and generations fo come.

ART WORK - GENERAL

The art work is divided in various categories- see page 32 for Artwork by Code details.

Detailed charts for exhibits in the temple, halls, lobbies & stairs are given on page 5,
6,&7.

Visit all floors of the temple to see original Paintings, Marble Pats, and Silver Panels
which were made by many artists and artfisans in India.

Be sure to visit the library on the third floor o learn more about Jainism.

Pictures have been collected from many different sources but we have not been
able to get permission from each and everyone. Nonetheless we want to thank all
of them.

Pictorial Guide (consists of 500+ posters, paintings. PATs & panels) is available on
DVD.

Two DVDs containing 3000+ general pictures collected code-wise for artwork are
available.

If there are any errors, please bring them to our attention. We wish to make due
corrections.

Suggestions are welcome.
Our sincere thanks to all, who have helped in this project.

JAI JINENDRA
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