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9%, The Gains, both Svetambaras and Digambaras, state that
Mahavira was the son of King Siddhartha of Kundapura or
Kundagrama. They would have us believe that Kundagrama was a large
town, and Siddhartha a powerful monarch! But they have misrepresented
the matter in overrating the real state of things, just as the Buddhists did
with regard to Kapilavastu and Suddhodhana. For Kundagrama is called
in the Akaranga Sutra a samnivesa, a term which the commentator
interprets as denoting a halting-place of caravans or processions. 1t must
thercfore have been an insignificant place, of which tradition has only
rccorded that it lay in Videha (Akaranga Sutra. H IS& 17 Yet by
combining occasional hints in the Bauddha and Gaina scnpxures we can,
with sufficient accuracy. poml out where the birthplace of Mahavira was
situated; for in the Mahavagga of the Buddhists' we read that Buddha.
while sojourning at Kotiggama, was visited by the courtezan Ambapali.
and the Likkhavis of the Nughbourmg capital Vesali. From Kotiggama
he went to where the Nankaszl (lived). There he lodged in the Natika
Brickhall?. in the nughbuurhnod of which place the courtcrsan
Ambpal possessed a park, Ambapalivana. which she bequeathed on
Buddha and the community. From there he went to Vasali. where he
comerted the generalin-chict (of the Likkhavis), a lay-disciple of the
Nirgranthas (or Gaina monks.) Now it is highly probable that the
Kotigama of the Buddhists is identical with the Kundaggama of the
Gainas. Apart from the similarity of the names. the mentioning of the
Natikas, apparently identical with the Gnatrika Kshatrivas ot whose clan
Mahavira belonged. and of Siha. the Gaimna. point to the same direction.
Kundagrama. therefore. was probably one of the suburbs of Vaisah the
capital of Videha. This conjecture is borne out by the. name Vesalic, i¢.
Vaisalika given to Mahavira in the Sutrakritanga 1, 3. The commentator
explains the passage in question in two different ways, and at another
place a third explanation is given. This inconsistency of opinion proves
that there was no distinct tradition as to the real meaning of Vaisahha.
and so we are justified in entirely ignoring the artificial explanations of
the later Gainas. Vaisalika apparently means a native of Vaisali: and
Mahavira could rightly be called that when Kundagrama was a suburb of
Vaisali. just as a native of Turnham Green mav be called a Londoner. If



u¥

then Kundagrama was scarcely more than an outlying village of Vaisali, it
is evident that the sovercign of that village could at best have been only a
petty chief. Indeed, though the Gainas fondly imagine Siddhartha to have
been a powerful monarch and depict his royal state in glowing, but typical
colours, yet their statements, if stripped of all rhetorical ornaments, bring
oul the fact constitution of Vessli..So we are enabled to understand why
the Bddhists took no notice of him, as his influence was very great, and
besides, was used in the ifterest of their rivals. But the Gainas cherished
the memory of the maternal uncle and patron of their prophet, 10 whose
influence we must attribute the fact, that Vawsali used to be a stronghold
ol Gainism, while being looked upon by the Buddhists.as a seminary of
heresies and dissent.

That Sidhartha was but a baron; for he is {requently called merely
Kshatriya - his wife Trisala is, so far as | remember. never styled Dewvi,
gueen, but always Kshatriyani. Whenever the Gnatnika Kshatriyas are
mentioned, they are nerer spoken of as Sidhartha’s Samantas or
dependents, but are treated as his equals. From all ths it appears that
Sidhartha was no king, nor even the head of his clan, but in all probability
only exercised the degree of authonty which in the East usually falls to the
share of landowners, espectally of those belonging to the recognised
arintocracy of the country. Sull he may have enjoyed a greater influence
than many of his fellow-chiefs; tor he is recorded to have been highly
connected by marnage. His wile Trisala was wster to Ketaka, King of
Vasali! She is called Vaidehi or Videhdatia® because she belonged to the
regning line of Vidcha

Buddhist works do not mention, for aught | know, Ketaka. King of
Vaisali. but they tedl i that the government of Vesali was vested i a
senate composed of the nobility and presided over a king, who shared the
power with a viceroy and a general-in-chief®. In Gaina books we still have
traces of this curious government of the Likkhavis; for in the Nirayavals
Sutra® 1t is related that king Ketaka, whom Kunika. al. Agatasatru, king
of Kampa. prepared to attackswith a strong army, called together the
eithteen confederate kings of Kasi and Kosala, the Likkhavis and
Mallakis, and asked them whether they would satisfly Kunika's demands
or go to war with him. Again. of the death of Mahavira the eightcen
confederate kings mentioned above,- instituted a festival 10 be held in
memory of that event’, but no separate mention is made of Ketaka, their
pretcnfl_ed sovereign. It is therefore probable that Ketaka was simply one
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of these confederate kings and of equal power with them. In addition to
this, his power was checked by the constitutin of Vesali. So we are enabled
to understand why the Buddhists took no notice of him, as his influence
was not very great, and besides, was used in the interest of their rivals. But
the Gainas cherished the memory of the maternal uncle and patron of their
prophet, to whose influence we must attribute the fact, that Vaisali used to
be a stronghold of Gainism, while being looked upon by the Buddhistsasa
seminary of heresies and dissent.
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