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Contribution of Acarya Amritchandrasuri to
Jain Philosophy

- Dr.Kekila H.Shah
Hon. Prof. K.J. Somaiya Centre

for Studies in Jainism

Acharya Amritchandra probably belongs to the 10th century
A.D. He was a great scholar of Digambar Sect, who lived on the
highest spiritual level of Niscayanaya.

He has written commentaries on the works of Acarya
Kundakunda of which Samaysar, Tika-known as atmakhyati is re-
markable. Besides there commentaries, his two independent works
are: :

I. Purusharthasiddhyiupaya-a work on the life of householder.

II. Laghutattvasphota- It embodies the exposition of Jain Doc-
trines. All his works are in Sanskrit and are full of spiritualism of high
order.

Amritchandra has contributed to the spiritual tradition of
Kundakunda by writing commnetries on Samaysara, Pravachansara
and Panchastikaya; the theoretical tradition of Umaswami by writing
Tattvarthsara and Samanatabhadras tradition of writing on Sravakacara
by writing Purusharthasiddhyupaya. His uniqueness consists in treat-
ing Samaysar as a drama.

The present paper attempts to highlight the mystical elements
depicted in his works. The focus is on the nature of non-violence
which has been very realistically depicted in his original work. I have
tried to'bring about its spiritual implication for self-realization.

The importance of the concept of Jina needs to be understood.
The uniqueness of Amritchandra is in emphasizing Suddha Upyqga,
which is reflected in all his works and his fascination of Omniscient
Being- Jina who expounds the true doctrine. His concepts of Su-
premacy of Darshana according to the pure standpoint, integration of
knowledge and action etc are also remarkable. It can pave the way
for further research on the philosophy of consciousness. Undoubt-
edly his contribution to Indian Philosophy in general and Jain Philoso-
phy in particular isinvaluable.
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Contribution of Prabhachandra to Indian
Logic

- Ms. Varsha Shah
(Research Assistant, K.J. Somaiya
Centre for Studies in Jainism)
The real object of the Logic (Nyaya) Philosophy is attainment
of moksa. Pramana is the main theme of all Nyaya Philosophies. Dif-
ferent systems admit different number of Pramanas. The name Nyaya
come to be applied later to a system of Philosophy which dealt with
logic. The original name was 'anviksiki' from Anviksa (discussion).
Fruitless Tarka was discouraged but that Anviksiki' which lead to
attainment of knowledge of self was always regarded as the subject
to be learnt. |
Manikyanandi wrote the Pariksamukham culling the subject
matter from the ocean of the sastras written by Akalanka. Pariksa or
Tarka is the discussion used in finding out the strength or weakness of
various arguments which are opposed to one another; 'Pari' means
'full' and Iksanam means 'discussion’ of (subject), 'amukha’ means the
'entrance’ to those who want to understand this subject. This work
(Pariksamukham) is like a door." Prabhachandra was the most cel-
ebrated commentator of Pariksamukham. He work is entitled
Prameyakamalamartanda. This Prabhachandra has been mentioned
by Jinasena in Adipurana (838 A.D) in the following verse:
~ Ipraise Prabhachandra, the poet whose fame is white as the
rays of the moon and who has encompassed the whole world by
making 'Chandrodaya' 'Kumudchandrodaya' (rising of the moon).
Though Prameyakamalamartanda is in modified form, it does
not delineat from the older works.
Prameyakamalamartanda is voluminous work and full of dis-
cussions regarding views of logicians other than Jain logicians. Com-

AT g e 2Pt & srEEm/ 31



mentary 1S 1n the form ot arguments and counter arguments which are
as follows: | ~
1. Sankhya Yoga: Indriya Vitti Vada, Acetanajnanvada, Prakrti
kartutvavada

2. Nyaya-Vasesika: Karakasakalyavada, Sanikarsavada,
Jnanavada, gshvaravada, Pancarupyahetuvada, Satpadartha vada.

3. Vaiyakaran: Sabda dvaita vada, Sphotavada

4. Buddhist: NirvikalpaPratyaksavada, ehitradvaitvada,
Sunyavada, sakar a jnanvada, trirupyahetuvada, Apohavada,
Ksanabhangavada.

5. Mimamsaka : Abhavapramanavada, Paroksajnanavada,
Vedaapouresyavada, Sabda nityavada.

6. Svetambar: Kevalikavalahara, Strimuktivada

7. Vedante : Brahmavada.
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