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PREFACE

This edition of Bhartrhari’s epigrams with the commentary of Dhanasara
was prepared at the request of Acarya Sr1 Jinavijaya Muni, without whose
help and enccuragement the critical edition of Bhartrhari published in this
Singhi Jain Series as No. 23, (in 1948) would not have been possible. During the
course of preparation of the editio princeps 1 had to prepare.the constituted text of all
major versions, and Dhanasara’s is Version E. Dhanasara’s is the oldest known gloss,
being dated Samvat 1535, at Jodhpur. The fi4d Rémarsi was published as No. 127
of the Anandasrama series. That by Mahedvarabhatta on a southern version
had been published at Belgaum by others, while T found it necessary to revise
the Nirnaysagar edition of Ramacandra Budhendra. A consolidated southern
version, critically edited by me and published in 1947 as No. 9 of the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan’s series also had a commentary, which was then anonymous, but

which has turned out since to be by an otherwise unknown Arkuttyalaya
Balaram Kavi.

The commentary of Dhanasiara has its own value as a specimen of Jain
Sanskrit used to explain a known text familiar to all students of classical
Sanskrit, and should have been published long &go. :

The actual edition was later revised from additional MSS for separate
publication. The MSS utilized are :

5 BORI 277/1883-4. Niti and Srngsra only.

g. = BORI 391/1892-95, Srngira and Vairagya only.

7. = Gaekwar’s Oriental Research Institute, Baroda, No. 1370,
2 » » E 2 1780‘

—

q 2 '3

5. = BORI 795/1886-92,

5. = BORI 382/1884-87; order of stanzas changed, but text agrees oftener
with than for any other MS.

z. = A MS of the tika only, catalogued as 334 at the BOR].

s. = No. 5 of the Sanskrit Pathasils collection, Rajapar.

Here, BORI means the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona 4,
the MSS actually belong to the Bombay Government MS collection housed there,
and descriptions will be found in the annual reports of the years given, or in
greater detail in P. K. Gode’s Catalogue, BORI MSS, Kavya section, vol. XIII,
MSS z and z were not directly utilized for my own critical edition of Bhartrhari,
being of minor interest. The two Baroda MSS are good, but their tika is emended,
as is in greater measure that in z, The last MS above has suffered some emenda-~
tiens in copying. However, the first critical text was prepared from these in spite
of the clearly visible diversity. Then valuablc support both for the text and the
method came from the discovery (by kindness of Sri Punyavijaya Muni) of an
ancignt codex at the Muniraja Srt Hamsavijayaji Jain Bhandar, Baroda. No. 1074
of this collection, labelled §. in my variants, and given precedence over all the
_gthers, is the oldest’known MS of the Dhanasara version. The calligraphy dates
" it as before samvat 1600, while the principal information which we possess about
Dhanasara comes colophon from which the reader can convince himself that the
tka was written at Jodhpur in Samvat 1535,
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This codex confirmed the text that had been painfully determined from the
above MSS, and seems to offer a solution to the riddle of the extra slokas. That is,
Dhanasara’s commentary become lmmcdlatcly popular, -and he himself must have
written the final additions to the main text, for the stanzas are found in that order
in other MSS, like @ after the colophone, but without a gloss. They. must have
been taken as genuine in the days of Dhanasara, who then added to his commen-
tary. The ¢tyaktakavayani” given after the encomium [praéesti] seom to be
commented by another' hand, if one may judge from the style. However, the
original style is not greatly different, being also fatally easy to imitate; cannot
exclude the possibility of Dhanasara himself having still later additions, in a style
changed by increasing age. I offer my opinion of a different authorship for
what it is worth.

The commentary is the oldest known on Bhartrhari, and though not so
imposing as that of Ramacandra Budhendra for the sourthern type, nor so
meticulous as that of Ramarsi for a much closer version to that of Dhanasara,
is still of considerable interest. The Coloquial Jain Sanskrit used, some original
interpretations, and the age make a close study of this version indispehsable to any
student of Bhartrhari. One may venture upon the guess that the gldss was
certainly supplemcnted by further oral comment, the text before us bemg in the
nature of lecture-notes.

The present edition is really due to Muni Jinavijayaji. I prepared a
text with variants in 1947, but at his request; my task ended when a press
copy was handed over to him. Dhanasara, like every other commentator known
to me, shows some divergence between the Bhartrhari text as set forth on the
MS, and the actual reading upon which the gloss has been made. Whether
this was due to the commentator’s having learned in his own school days from
a slightly different main text, or is to be attributed entirely to the carelessness
of later scribes must be decided before the particular version is printed. The
decision has been taken by Muniji, who re-edited the script I left with him
twelve years ago, according to his own canon. He selected the reading of the
stanzas, of the commentary (for the various MSS again diverge ), and the
variants to be presented. He also read all the proofs without troubling anyone
else. So, the responsibility and all the credit is his, and his alone. May he
continue to add to the Singhi Jain Series and also the Rajasthan old text Series
(Rajasthan Purdtana Granthamala) which has been founded, organized and edited
under his most inspiring and able guidance, for many more years to come.

Poona, August 8, 1959, D. D, Kosambi,
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