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Yaluable wordsofShrimad Buddhisagar
Suriswarji for Bharat.

Oh ! Bharat give your philosophicél knowledge to all the
people. Develope truth, energv, fearlessness, unity and pure love
in the whole nation. Forget your bodily force in causing injury to
anybody Remove enmity, jealousy and dis-union from your people.
You are the head of different countries. Live with your power
and energy and be a guide to other nations. Oh! India give up
fear of all kinds. Oh! Bharat don’t beg self~-Government and
Independence from any body. Learn the lives of the Divine
persons of your land and act accordingly. Those who want in-
dependence are not expected to beg for it, and that could not
remain for ever, Be fit by developing your spiritual force. Be
loyal and faithful to the nation. Don’t cut your own feet. You
are the heart of the peace of the whole world. Every nation will
become prosperous by your peaceful attitude and they wiff get
light from it in feature the whole World will be hcn:ﬁllx in
future from you. Oh! Bharat the whole World will get peace of
the Soul from lives of the saints of India who had spiritual
power, Oh! people of India, whether you are Hindu or Mohme-
dens, consider that the Souls of all are the same, and therefore
love each other and live unitedly and give your share in bringing
Unity of the whole World by giving up all sorts of disputes
enmity etc. Nobody has taken with him in future. But it is a pity
_that people do not understand it. Therefore awake and do not
become idle or indifferent under Indepeadence. If you forget the
truth, you will lose human life. After death., good deeds or sins
will only come with you. Do not leave justice by adopting partis-
ality. Do not make any person unhappy by oppressing him for
the sake of self interest. Do not lose human life which is very
valuable. Be devoted to God by purifying the Soul by fruth justice
and humanity. Keep high ideals and kcep your heart pure. Do not
allow evil thoughts (Setan) to enter your heart even for
moment, Purify your Soul so long as it is living in the body.
Purify your caste, community, country and authority and do not
make breach of trust. Keep your mind pure. Do not use your
post for making other countries dependent upon you. Help the
cause of Independence and Freedom in all the other nations. Use
your authority with pure heart. Do not lose your name and fame
in this short life. Serve everybody. Do all that you can for the
good of others. Keep your mind Concentrated in God without

{ Continude on cover page 3)
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— Dealers in Paper & Boards =
'Specialists in all kinds of writing and Printing Papers
of Makes of Gopal, West Coast, Rohtas,

J. K. Mills etc, exc.
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IRabavira : The Nan § bis 1essage
By: T. L. VASWANI
{ Many mock at Him, He is Silent; They disturb

Him;
iz Silent.

insult Him; He is silent; Men beat

Him; He

Our piteous need to-day is men of Manhood....

All  life
crush no flower,

is Sacred So tear no leaf from its tree,
harm no insect....

Himsa (Violence) must go.....Hate wil not help us.....
You are your own friend and you are your own
enemy, Be-your friend! Do not ‘be your enemies! |

[1]

No nation may hope to
achieve greatness
the inspiration which comes
of honouring its heroes.
Heroworship is the true
foundation of national pros-
perity. Mahavira s
of the greatest heroes of
Aryavarta. Five and twenty

without

centuries ago he was bofn.
His name continues to shine

among the immortals of

history.

Poor is India,—in material
wealth. Yet rich is India,—in
human resourges. What may
not her millions do if they
but will-to-do ? And how

one .

LWEEN AR

many has not India produced,
age after age,—men great in
the power of the Spirit ?
They have sanctified India’s
soil : they have made India
rich in the wealth of the
Spirit. “

The word
means, literaily, ‘great victor.”
Mahaviras are the truc super-

“ Mahavira

men of history not Supermen
of egoism ahd violence, but
Supermen of purity, Tapasya
and love,

“As fire does not put out
fire, so evil does not put out
evil,” was the note sounded
by the great Rishi of Russia,
Tolstoy. And Tolstoy’s doct-
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tine is traced to rhe teaching
of Jesus :—“Resist not evil 1
Yet over five centuries be-
fore Jesus,—the teaching of
Ahimsa was taught and practi-
sed by two Indian sages and
Rishis, Gautama Buddha and
Mabavira. The Jains worship
Mahavira as Bhagawan, he
Lord, the Blessed One.

What little 1 have learnt
of Mahavira has impresssed
me much. His was a life of
singular grace and singular
beauty. A contemporiry of
the Buddha, he reminds one,
again again, of the
Buddha’s ryenunciation, the
Buddha’s Tapas, he Buddha's
love of humanity.

and

Mahavira was born about
599 ®.c. in a town in Bihar,
near Patnd. His father was
a Chief, a Kshatrya named
Siddhartha. His mother,
queen Trishala of Priya-
karini, was a .daughter of
Chetaka, the head of the
Republic of the Vajjis.

Tig

Sttt d

[ 82

Mabhavira, as a boy, is
sent to school: they find Fe¢
does not need school-masters.
He has in his heart 2 wisdom
which no schools may give.
Like the Buddha, he is
smitten with a longing to
renounce the world. He lives
up to rthe age of twenty-
eight with his family. Then
his father and mother pass
away. He feels he must now
enter the stream of Sanyasa
(renunciation.) He goes to
his elder brother for permi-
ssion to renounce. “The
wounds are yet fresh,” says
his brother to him; ““wait {”’

Pe waits for two years
more. He is now thirty. Like
Jesus, he feels he must reno-
unce all and enter upon a
ministry of service. Like the
Buddha, he distributes his
wealth among the poor. On
the day he leaves his family,
he gives “over his kingdom
to his brother, then he
passes into a life of penance
and prayer. To the Buddha
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came illumination after six
_years of Sadhana ( spiritual
discipline ). To  Mahavira
comes  illumination  after
twelve  years of meditation
and Tapas ( self-discipline ).
He attains wisdom-conscious-
ness on the bank of the
Rijikulo in the village Jrim-
bhika. He becomes, in the
language of the books,
‘Tirthankara,—a word which
I interpret to mean the
“Perfect Man.”

Then, like the Buddha,
he goes upon his great
misston of teaching. For
thirty years, he moves from
place to place. He preaches
in Bengal and Bihar his
great gospel of happiness.
He takes his message even
to savage tribes, unmindful

of their cruel treatment to .

him. He goes on his mission

to Sravasti and the Hima-

layas. How beautifully calm

and patient he remains in
the midst of many troubles
and persecations !

ghgwn

T o
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A teacher, he is, also, an

organiser. He has eleven
chief disciples :
thousand monks and laymen
join the faith. Brahmins and
non-Brahmins are admitted
to the fold. He is no beli-
ever in “‘caste.”” He passes
away on the Diwali Day in
526 B. ¢. at the age of

in Pavapuri

over four

seventy two,

( Bibar ). _
How beautiful the life of
Mahavira ! He goes from

place to place to preach his
doctrine and many mock
at him : he is silent! At
mectings they disturb him,
insult him : he is silent !
A band of men beat him in
the forest as he sits in medi-
tation : he is silent! A
disciple of his deserts him
and goes about spreading
evil reports against him : he
is silent! He becomes a
Mahavira, a great victor, a
superman, because he deve-
lops Santishakti, the power
of peace.
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His life influenced profo-
undly his followers. They
carried his message, far and
wide. It is said that Pyrrho,
thi Greek thinker, studied
piilosophy at the feet of
Gymnosophists : and as the
name suggests, the Gymno-
sophy were Jain Yogis.

In his childhood he was
named Vira.
Mahavira

He was called
“Great Hero.” A
story has it, that he was
this epithet when,
playing with his friends, one
day, he subdued with great

given
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dignity 2 big black snake,
by placing his® feet on
irs hood. To me the story
is a parable. For Mahavira
has truly subdued the spake
indeed,
a great hero. He conquéred
Raga ( passion ) and Dwesha
( dispassion ). The central
pote of his life was Virya,

of passicn. He was,

vitality. It was a life of
supreme Shakt.
[ 2]

Modern India, too, needs
heroes. Monecy or merc
knowledge can do litde.
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Our piteous need, today,
is men of manhood,—men
who, casting out fear from
their hearts, would scrve this
ancient land. The heroism
of Mahavita was reflected
in his life and his teaching.
It was a life of singular self-
eonquest: and his teaching
was the bold one :—“Regard
all creatures as thyself and
harm no one!” In these
words you have the double
doctrine of Ahimsa, positive
and negative. The positive
the vision of
unity :—See thvself in all
The negative grows out of
it :—Harm no one. To sec
the Self in all is to refrain
from injury to anyone. Harm-
lessness grows our of the
vision of the One in all

All life is sacred. So
tear no leaf from its tree,
crush no flower, harm no
insect. Is it a foolish senti-
ment to treat insects, animals
and birds with kindness ?
There was 2 time when it

refers to

gigrm
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was t} ought foclish to treat
“coloured” men as human
beings ! An Englishmen in
South Africa said the negro

had no soul i

What is Ahimsa ? Harm-
ony of my will-to-live with
the others’ will-to-live.
Abhimsa i3 true “‘sacrifice,”—
profound surrender of myself
for the sake cf tife in others.
Ahimsa is non-criticiSm . of
others, is forgiveness : I must
nor others, 1 must
only jndge myself. Ahimsa
is shakti, true strength which
makes no mnoise, no fuss.

Ahimsa is seua (service).

judge

Do T hold property ? It
belongs to rhe community :
it is with me as a trust for
the service of society. Property
may be given up or it may
be increased, but in either
case, #t must be viewed
mentally and used actually
as belonging to the comm-
unity. Often they who give
up become egoistic. Objective
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giving up is not necessary :
what is necessary is surrender
of the subjective
of “ownness,”
“possession.”

sense
“mineness,”

Ahimsa is a call to self-

giving. Give yourself as a .

man to man, as 2 life-unit
to all life. He who hath
much, of him much is asked.
Have you more than others
in wealth, health, talents,
success, strength, influence,
happiness 7 Then must you
give for others in a greater
measure | Invest yourself and
all you have in the Bank
of Life !

The life and mrcssage of
Mahavira emphasised three

gigon

- Ananta (endless).
~ suffered

in the nawe of

“and quarrcls.

[ 8«
ideas. (1) Brabmachcharya .

which means, literally, walk-

1ng with God. Brahmackarya .
purity, ‘is self-restraint.

(2) Anekantavada or Syadvada _
Mahauira taught that no
one view of the universe
could cxpress the truth in.
its fullness : for Truth is
We have
much in recent
strife and hate
“creed.”
Creeds have crerted divisions
Let 2 new
conception of the spiritual
life create a new unity, a
new national life. Fof Truth
is infinite. And teligion was
meant not to create discords
and conflicts, but to teach

years from
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humitity and love. (3) Ahimsa.
Aad ahimsa, Mahavira taught.
is anything but inaction or
cowardice. Abhimsa is somet-
hing very positive. Indeed,
it is something more even
than wvirtue. It is a2 shakt,
an energy. It is the energy
of peace, ths will-to-peace
in a warring warld.

[3]

I find the pages of history
strewn with wreck and ruin.
Wars ! Destruction ! Reli-
gious persecutions ! Civilisa-
tions have failed. Power and
pride shour in our fierce cry
of progress. We have not
carried the vision of Ahimsa
into our lite. Qur food, our
commerce, our social life,—
is there not more hinsa than
shimsa in them ? And what
do we have in modem
politics ? Counsels of passton
or the energd of Ahimsa ?

One thing I strongly feel:
this civilisation of Himsa
{ violence ) must go. A

gigmar

Syaedt d

(A1, Qo—20—72%&3

brotherly civilisation must
be built up. Hate will not
help us. Today, the nations
sperd the wealth of emotions
in strife. We must bring
God into national life. 1t is
the power of the Spirit we

nced to rebuild numanity.

If T were asked to express
in one word the very soul
of India, 1 would say:—
“Ahimsa2.” And the eternal
quest of India has been to
utter and embody ahimsa
in thought and art and

worship and lifc.

The principle of Ahimsa
influenced India in her deal-
ings with the world. She
dreamt no dreams of dom-
inion and and
she became a Guru even of
Japan and China, countries
jealous of lhe “stranger.”
India was not a militarist
nation : her reverence for
Humanity saved her from
imperialist ambitions. It was
2 great political truth which

conquest,
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the Buddha expressed when
e said :—~ Unhappy ate
both the victor and the
vanquished. The vanquished
because of opptession, the
victor because of the fear
that the vanquisned may
arise and triumph.” India
did not attempt to enslave
other nations. To enslave is
to commit Himsa.

Europe has wandered
from violence to violence,
and its cult of power has
been mistaken for freedom.
There is no freedom without
Sadhana, without discipline
of the moral law. Europe
does not yet recognise a
law above the states and

”~

s
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nations. Hence npational con-
flicts. Hence the nationcults
of the West., Hence the
World-war. And the War
is not yet over !

One of the remarkable
sayings of Mahavira is:—
“You ate your own friend.”
Yes; and you are your
own enemy. Be your
friend! Do not be your
enemies! We all are in
search of happiness : then
make others happy. This is
the law. He who blesses
others is blessed, and he
who injures others is injured.
Therefore practise Ahimsa in
your everyday lifc, and re-
kindle once again the light
of love in the word i

o
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( Continued from cover page 2)

any desire and do every work with your body mind and wealth
for the good of the people of the whole World. Try to remove:
the evil-figure, profligacy and such other bad habits from the
. World. Take the advice of learned and wise persons. Bharat is a
~land of well renowued religions. you have got the golden oppor-
~ tunity of giving benefit to the whole World. Be man and give up
idleness. Oh Bharat; do not depend upon others,

All the people of India should first live in unity and peace,
should protect the dumb animals, should give up desire for foreign
- articles, Try to settle the cases in court amicably. In India three
crores of persons are living hungry. Many people died -in Plague
. and other dieseases. Save them from starvation.

Indians are becoming weak in body and therefore they are
losing their mental strength. India should acquire strength in the
administration should bc carried on with the high thoughts of
learned men and India should be ruled according to the public
voice. '

When the king is mcrchant, the peoplc would become be-
ggars. Therefore if you want peace and prosperity in Swarajya
their should not be authority in the ‘hands of one class. Make
every one fit by giving him higher d _ation, There is Indepen-
. dence in England; France and America, but there is no real
happiness or peace of mind because ' thﬁre 'is no real knowledge
and distinction between materialism and spiritualism According to
the “philosophy of India, Europe is like a child. T had met
Mahatma Gandhi on the bank of Sabarmati.in Ahmedabad and
we had a long discussion about non-violence. He wished that the
Jain Shashtras should be propagated in ‘Europe.

English translation by Manilal H. Udani
M.A L-L.B. Advocate
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