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THE LATE
Mr. VIRCHAND R. GANDHI

B. A., M. R. A. S.

A BRIEF SKETCH OF HIS SHORT BUT

USEFUL
By :—Bhagu

“ Give me the making
-of a nation’s ballad and, 1
will leave its history to any-
body. > These are pregnant
words. Fortunately India re-
quires no more ballads today.
‘"They are necessary for a
country that is passing thro-
ugh the first, the crude pro-
cess  of ¢ self-building. 7
India requires no ballads.
She has the oldest, grandest
and greatest cpics in the
world-—epics immortal.
epics and other mooumental
religious works are the only
‘key which has so far opened
‘to the moderns the secrets
almost of the infancy of the
world. But by 2 strange law
of cdtrariety a country that
\i;_'ra_s once rich in history and
! lxp_q:al .biography has bcco.me

Her

CAREER.
F. Karabhari.

today a pauper in that depa-
rtment by the absolute abse-
nce of authentic and instruc-
tive biographies of men of
today, men who have stood.
sponsers, in a thousand ways
at the cradle of Young India.’
True, some of these have
metely been * comets of a
season, ”” men cut off in the
primie of lie just as theif
budding into
blossom. But even then thcyf
had” thexr day. They were
active " influences, living for-

genius  was

ces in the various communi-
ties they belonged to. Can 2
commﬁnit}" or a country be’
said to be doing its duty if
it a]lows the memory of |
such ‘men  to bc' wasted
away like letters writtcn on;
Sand 9 Any country or, com-'
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munity that is guily of such
a crime need never expect
to win the racc in the
terrible struggle for existence
which modern conaitions
have made more tetrible,
more strenuous than it need
have been. A generation
that loses the ““ foot ” prints
of its great and good men
does injustice not only to the
memory of these individuals,
but may be saia literally to
be cutting the ground from
underneath its own feet in
as much as it does not leave
to its successors the * prese-
ntment ¥ of the men that
played an impottant patt in
mouldiny irs character and
destiny. In this respect India
has been unpardonably guilty
since the advent of the
British in India and since

this country went under the
direct control of its present

Rulers. Many men in various
partts of this hoary land have
lived “ their day ” and illu-
mined the whole land with
the glory of then: ge:uus
and achievements. And, yet,
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how many of them have
had their Boswells # Unfort-
unatly, the supreme import-
ance of national biographies
has yet not been thoroughly
grasped by the people of
this land. Itis a pity but it
is true. All around us we
hear crics of the new awak-
ening, the
said to be about to make
their stupendous influence
felt. There is also the ques-
tion of education on national
lines. Yet, most of us have
lost sight of one of the mo-
st potentia channels of Na-
tiopal education—that of na-
tional biography. Apart from
what may be called All-In-
dia biographics, even single
communities neglect the sac-
red duty of rising biographic
monuments to the memory

of men who have exercised
not a little influence over

their affairs in their life time.
The writing of the life sto-
ties of such men is a duty,
indeed ! But more impdrtani:
still is the duty of preserv-
ing it n a permanent fotnr

forces that are
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—the grains of gold, the
noble thoughts they gave
utterance the achievements
of their pen, that mighty
instrument of little men. The
smalier, the Community, the
less excuse there is for its
leaders to allow the memory
and thoughts of such men
to lapse, it is almost a moral

and 2 communal crime. No
community in India has
been more guilty of this
crime than the Jain commu-
nity. Writing as a Jain, I am
simply sorry for my inability.
to givec expression to the
indignation. I feel, on acco-
unt of my community’s dep-

forable neglect in the matter
of writing the biographies
and preserving the writings
of very few men that have
upheld ite intellectual and
religious prestige, who have
tried to vivify their interness
and to prove that though
small, they are yet not a
negligible quantity in this

ancient land. One of such

men was the late Mr.
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Virchand Gandhi. [ I have
underfaken the publication,
in a handy form, of his sp-
ceches and ‘writings as a
pute Labour of love, and
take this opportunity of pla-
cing before the members of
my community a brief sketch
of his short butuseful career.]

Mr. GANDHI was born
of poor but gentle parents
on the 25th of August 1864
in a small village named
MAHUWA near BHAVNA-
GAR, in KATHIAWAR,
RAGHV]I his father, was
jeweller by profession and
had eatned for himself a
fair competency. He was a
very orthdox Jaina and fully
subscribed to all the varaied
tenents of Jaina religion.
Though without any educa-
tion, as the word is under-
stood now-a-days, he had
an enlightened mind which
instinctively revolted against
anything wbich he - thou-
ght to be irrational;
unwholesome ot incongraous
in the social life of his co-
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religionists.*Only one instance
will suffice to illustrate this
pnoble trait in his character.
It was VIRCHAD'S father
who put a stop to the cruel
customs of weaping and beat-
ing, the breast on the death of
a relative which prevailed
in his community. It required
great moral courage to fackle
such a delicate social ques-
tion, but he did it manfully
and successfully. The love of

reform of young VIRCHAND
may thus be said to have
inherited from his father.
He went through the usual
vernacular course of primary
education in 2 smail willage
under an old fashioned
pedagouge and was then

taken by his parents to
BHAVNAGAR as they desi-
red to gave him an English
education. Young VIRCHA-
NI was uniformly diligent and
industrieus during his school
career and passed the matri-
culation examination of the
BOMBAY UNIVERCITY in

1880. _Wit‘h a view to comp-
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lete his son’s  education,
RAGHAV]I migrated to
BOMBAY and VIRCHAND
had the satisfaction of seeing
his name enrolled as a stud-
ent of the premier college
of the Presidency, i. ¢ EL-
PHINSTONE. His work
there was characterised more
by seriousness than brilliancy
and he graduated in the year
1884, when just tweniy-one.
The leading members of his
community had followed his
progress with great interest
and had have
great confidence in him. He
had bately taken leave of
his Alma Mater
was called upon

come to

when  he
to undes-

take the duties of Secretary
to the JAIN ASSOCIATION
OF INDIA. It was a great
responsibility to be placed
upon such young shoulders
but the leading Jains had
full confidence in VIRCHAND
and his subscquent
ptoved that the confidence
was not misplaced. He began
his apptentice—ship to pablic

Career
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life with earnest enthusiasm
and soon put a new com-
plexion upon the afiairs of
the ASSOCIATION., His
activity, considering his youth
and inexperinece,was extra-
ordinary and the Association
soon came to be looked
upon as a2 very  important
useful institution by Jains
INDIA. His first
achievement was the

ail over
great

bringing about a reconcilia-
tion between the Jain
combiunity and Suar-
singhji, the late Thakor
Saheb of Palitana, who had
picked up a quarrcl upon
the imprisonment of some
of the clertks of the firm of
ANANDJEE KALYANJEE,

an institution for
after the interests of the
Jains of India. The Thakor
Saieh  used to levy from
every pilgrim to SHATRUN-
JAYA HILIL the sum of Rs,
2 as 2 Mundka (a kind of tax)
frr the upkeep of the Hiil.
This tax was a great hard-
ship on poor Jains who were
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deprived of the satisfiction
of paying their homage to
the sacred shrine. Mr. VIR-
CHAND felt decply the cruel
injustice of toe tax and at
once took up the matter in

hand. He managed 'to
have interviews - with Col.
WATSON the P. A
M. K. and lord the then
enlightened  Governor  of
BOMBAY. He convinced
them  injustce at  the

tax and through their power-
ful influence obliged the
Thrkor Saheb to come to an
amicable arrangement on the
question.  The chief was to
be paid Rs. 15,000 annually
as Rakhopa ( up-keep ) and
he was to do away with
The arrangement was-
haild with grateful satisfaction
by thousands of poor. Jains
who had hitherto been den-
ied the pleasure of a pilgri-
mage to the great shrine,

ax.

It was time now for the
young man to think of some
permanent settiement in life
and he thought of Law.’
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With the object of qualifying
himself for the profession of
a solicitor he signed atticles

in 1885 with Messrts Little
& Co. the Government So-

licitors. His work as secreta-
ry of the Jain Association
was so well apprecieted that
many of his leadingco-
religionists in  BOMBAY
and AHMEDABAD volunt-

arily offered him pecuniary
aid for the successful prose-
cution of his legal studies.
Although thus seriously en-
gaged in equipping himself
for what he intended to be
his profession, his active in-
terest in the affairs of the

Jain Community never slack-
ened and he was as ready
as ever to lead every forelorn
Jain cause. For example, in
1891 an European named
Mr. BEDAM  opened a
Slaughter House on the
hill of SOMET SHEKHAR,
in BENGAL, for the prepara-
tion of fallow. How deeply
the religious feclings of the
Jains have been aggricved at
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this can well be imagined.
A suit against the Furopean
gentleman was at once filed
in one of ihe subodrinate
Courts of CALCUTTA but
it was not successful. Upon
this Mr. VIRCHAND him-
self went to CALCUTTA
and lodged an appeal in the

High Court. It was an intri-
cate case several important
legal and religions issues
being involved. But nothing
could daunt the young man’s
ardour. He remained in the
City of Palaces for several
months, learnt the Bengali

language and himself trans-
lated into English all the
Vernacular documents aperta-
ining to the case. With
wonderful  industry  and
patience he collected a large

amount of evidence and
with the  help of 2
number of rock  inscri-

ptions coins etc. and other

‘evidence convinced the Jud-

ges of the justice of the
plea put forth by his comm-
unity. The High Court rev-
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ersed the décision of the
Lower Court and Mr. VIR-
CHAND thus achieved his
second great triumph in the
cause of his community. It
is neediess to say that the
whole Jain community felt
grateful to their young and
enthusiastic ~ co—religionist.
"Mr. VIRCHAND returned
to his desk and murky legal
folios in BOMBAY, but
soon felt that his vocation
lay in ancther direction,
While  his mind  was
thus vacillating between law
the service of his
community, His Holiness
Munee Shri ATMARAMIEE,
the wellknown JAIN PRIEST,

received an invitation from
thce President of the Religious
Congress, which was pro-
posed to be held at CHICAGO
to represent Jainism. His
Holiness, however, could
not personally respond to
the invitation on account of
the many objections of Jain
monks to cross the Kala
Pani and so he referred the

and
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- question to the Jain Associ-

ation of INDJA. As was to
be expected, everybody:
thought of Mtr. VIRCHAND,
who was ultimately elected
as a delegate to represent
Jainism at the great Parli-
menl of the World’s Religions
to be held in AMERICA.
After his election the young
man spent some time at the
feet of His Holiness Munee
Shri  ATMARAMJEE in
otder to have the benefit of
that learned man’s erudition
and philosophical learning
before starting for the land

of WAGHINGTON. Socon
afterwards he sailed for
CHICAGO. For a young

man it was 2 stupendous
task which Mr. GANDHI
had undertaken. The Cong-
ress he was going to attend
was not 2 political meeting
where hackneyed platitudes

ot well-balanced periods were
to be delivered. It was a
religious congress and the
keenest and most philoso--
phical brains- from all parts.
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.of the world wete to
take part in it. To face such
an intellectual audience and
‘to uphold before it the
dignity, -the grandeur, the
- sublimity of his own beloved

Jain religion was no ordinary
undertaking for so young a
man and would have taxed
-the abilities even of a veteran.

How well young VIRCHAND
acquitted  himself of his
-responsible duty the follow-
ing extract taken from the
writings of an  emioent
show.

this American :—

American will Says

“A number of distingui-
shed Hindu scholars, philo-
‘sophers and religious teacherds
attcnded and addressed the
patiiament; some of them
‘taking rank with the highest

of any race for learning,

.eloquence and piety. But it
is safe to say
of the oriental scholars was
listened to with  greater
‘interest than was this young
Jayman of the Jain Commu-

that no onc
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nity, as he declared the
Ethics and philosopby of
his people.”

The young man made
such a deep impression upon
the organisers of the Cong-
ress that they presented him
with a silver Medal. What
was morc significant, howe-
ver, was the impression he
made upon the general
public, some jdea of which
can be formed from the
fact that the people of
Casadaga presented him with
a Gold Medal, Mr. VIR-
CHAND’S Mission to
AMERICA did not conclude
the sitting of the
Congress. At desire
as well as at expense of some

with
the

of the leading Jain mecrchants
of BOMBAY, he remained in
that continenrfor three years
diffesing among  the
Americans some knowledge
of the Philosophy of Jainism.
He delivered a
illumipating  lectures in
important centres like CHI-

CAGO, BOSTON, NEW

for

scries of
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VORK aud WASHINGTON,

He was cordially received

every where and  his spee-
ches left a2 very happy
impression upon the  minds
of the  American  public

about the sublimity of the
Jain religion. He establisned
there the GANDHI philoso-
phical Society and afterwards
left for ENGLAND. Here
also b delivered a number
of discourscs on the funda-
mental principles of Jainism
under the presidency of that
distinguished educationist Lord
REAY

Y. with whom he had
into contact when the
former was Governor of
BOMBAY. In England, too,
Mr. GANDIIi made a grat
impression and several emi-
nent gentlemen requested him
to prolong his stay there and
to initiate into the
philosophy of his ancient
religion. Circumstances, ho-
wever, made any prolonged
stay 1n the Land of our
Rulers impossible and so

after travelling through some

coine

them
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countries he returncd to his
beloved motherland in June
1895. He was accorded a
cordial reception on his arri--
val in Bombay by his co-
religionists. After his return
devoted himself
to the study of Jaina philo-
sophy in patticular and gene-
rally to that of the other
great religions of the world.
He also started in BOMBY
a new institution under the
name of “HEMCHANDRA-
CHARYA CILASS” Dbefore
which he gave a coutse of
lectures on such diverse sub-
jects  as  the

he further

“Daoctrine of

Karma,” * Re-incarnation. ”’
“ Matter and spirit ” and
* Ultimate Principles. > He

also  delivered many other
discourses under the auspi-
ces of Institutions like
the “Theosophical Society.””
While thus conducting a
vigorous Campaign in the
interests of Jainnism he was.
several times catnestly repque-
sted by many of his Ameri:-
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can friends to pay them
another wvisit. He accepted
the invitation and started a

second time for AMERICA

in 1896.

On this occasion he
-divided his time between
England and the United

States lecturing and holding
classes in the latter country
tor six months, and keeping
tecrms for six months at one
of the Inns of Court in
ENGLAND in
qualify himself for the Bar.
From these vatied activitics
he was again called back to
INDIA by his co-religionists.
An appeal had to be made
to the Secretary of state in
several matters affecting the
interests of the Jain commu-
nity and it was felt by all
that Mr. VIRCHAND was
the only man to undertake
the work. This time, however
his stay in INDIA was very
short-about three weeks only.
But even in that short time
his  phenomenal  energy
«enabled him to coliect all

order to
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the necessary information
and material to substantiate
his case before the Secrctary
of State, and shortly after-
wards hc again  went to
ENGLAND this time accom-
panied by his son MOHAN-
LAL. He did the needful
in the matter of the Appeal
and was called to the Bar
in 1901. Soon afterwards he
returned to  his
with a hcart full of hope
and 2 determination to devote
all his lifc to the service of
his eo-religionists and coun-
try. But, truly, “‘man propo-
ses and God disposes.” Little
did the comparatively young
man drcam that INDIA at

the news of Mr. GANDHIS

native land

tragically  premature  his
Pilgrimage on Earth had
almost come to an  ecnd.

“Quict.” says the Poet, “to
quick bosoms is a Hell”
The same was the case with
Mr. GANDHI. His spirit
was too volcanic to allow
bim ever to think of rest.
Prom his youth wupwards
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his brain and mind were
always working at high
pressure and the fraill budy
proved too work to long
sustain the phenomenal acti-
vity of the man. Hec returned
to India but a mere shadow
of his former sclf, a total
physical wreck, Only two
wecks after he landed at
BOMBAY the end came on
the 7th of August, 1901; he
had rcturned 5 his native
country only rodic. A thrill
almost of horror
through
all over temise.
But of what
such vain

passed
the Jain community

avail are
He had
played his short but eventful
part on the stage of this
world, tried to fulfil what
he thought to be his mission,

ICgtetS.

Buddhi prabna
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and left “for that abourne
from which no traveller
returns,” leaving behind him
for his community aund his
countrymen in general the
noble cxample of a useful
and anblemished life, of
what of enduring
work can be concentrated
within the brief
37 years.

May his soul rest in
eternal peace and continue
to inspire his co-religionists
and country men with high
ideals is the only prayer of
the humble writer of this
bricf notice of the life of a
matt who may trucly be said
to have fulfilled the poblest
ideals of citizenship
manhood.
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