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(COMPASSIONATE BHAGWAN MAHAVIR )

The twenty fourth Tirthankar Charam Tirthadhipati Shraman Bhagwan Shii Mahavir Swan
was born m 583 B.C. that is, on the 13th night of the bright fortnight of Chaitra month of the 542n:
vear before Vikram Samvat. Right from the childhcod he was patient, brave. adventurous an
compassionate. Even after being very powerful. he was highly forgiving. "Assure every living bein
fearlessress. Behave in a friendly and impartial manner with everybody™ - before preaching thi
principle. he implemented it himself. At the young age of 30, he renounced royal life-style to follow
the path of penance and self-restraint and became a monk. After about 13 years of highly difficuit
and severe penance and meditation, he attained Kevalgyan. After preaching Samata, Samyam.
Aparigraha. Anekant and Ahimsa to the whole world, he achieved Nirvan at the age of 72 in
Pavapuri.

“Tirthankar™ is the highest spiritual status of the universe. After practicing penance. meditation.
self-restraint. compassion and friendliness during a long journey of many births, only a soul witk:
gxceptional gualities attains this distinction. That's why the story of Bhagwan Mahavir has bsen
started from the previous 26 births of Him and continued till the current birth. These events show
that this highest distinction is achievable only after prolonged efiorts,

The basis of this story is the Trishashthishalaka Purush Charitra by Kalkaal Sarvagya
Acharya Shri Hemchandra Surishwarji. The discipie of Adhyatmayogi Acharyadev Shrimadvijay
Kalapurna Surishwarji Maharaj Saheb, Shishyaratna Muni Shri Poornachandra Vijayii
Maharaj has presented here the divine life-span of Bhagwan Mahavir in a short but meaningiul
manner in the form of a picture story.

Written by .
( Auni Shri Poornachandra Vijayji j

Comptation Managing Editors - Transiator .
[ Shrichand Soram “Saras” Dr Mansukhibhai Jain, Sanjay Surana Surendra Bothara ]

1 |
/ {_PUBLISHERS | N

DIWAKAR PRAKASHAN
A-7. AWAGARH HOUSE, M . G. ROAD. AGRA-282002 TEL. : 351165, 51789

MAHAVIR SEVA TRUST
Clo. Dr. M. B JAIN, B-29/30, YOJANA APTS, 5. V. ROAD, MALAD (WEST). BOMBAY-400 064
TEL. : 8892121/8811397

FEDERATION OF JAIN ASSOCIATIONS [N NORTH AMERICA (JAINA)
Clo. Dr. P. B. GADA, 4410, 50ch STREET, LUBBOCK, TEXAS-79414 (US.A)

JAIN SOCIAL GROUPS FEDERATION
4-P. VIJAY CHAMBERS, 4TH FLOOR, TRIBHUVAN ROAD, BOMBAY-400 004 TEL.: 3870724

N

A e L e e s e s e e e e o o

ey R Y20 N s e e i




4

ROIGRY

0

- - -
It 9
- - - -

-
-

BB

L/ o
It
- -

8

COMPASSIONATE

=

The status of Tirthankar is the
loftiest and greatest in this world. The soul attains
this status after prolonged penances and other
spiritual practices stretching to many re-
incarnations. How Bhagavan Mahavir attained this
status is a long story of penances and spiritual
practices of twenty seven life-times.
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Shatrumardan was the king of Jayanti city in fhe west Mahavideh area of the Jambu continent. In the city lived a forest-
quard named Nayasar who was very generous, upright and simple. One day the king called and instructed Nayasar—

Lo AN

- Good quality timber is A L I3 g o
required for construction | 11 ¥

work in the palace.
Arrange to supply it before
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I” I ‘I ”” r instructed his servant— l| | Nayasar too sat down in the shadow
N Y |
gya:!m%gi-r’@?gatinh_o;g V AAYY 7
the workers a break | ZAYAR LSS/
for lunch.

A

TR

His servant served him food and placed a pitcher full of 'Nayasar was happy to see the ascetics. He
butter-milk before him, / <4 went ahead, greeted them and asked—

ot
r— 300 AN

| feel like offering food
to some guest and then
only start my lunch.

(Eevered ones ! MBVlng
about in this jungle in 1’
this blistering heat ? A

We lost our
way in
these jungle

Just at that moment he saw some ascetics E{__w?f
coming in his direction. SNV A
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Revered ones ! You look very tired,
hungry and thirsty. Pure food and
butter-milk is available with me. Kindly
honour me by accepting some of it.

The ascetics ate the food. Nayasar became ecstatic
with joy. -

After eating and taking rest the ascetics
asked Nayasar—

7
i

..:q.

Bhadra* ! Please show us the
way out of this valley so that we
fore nightfall.

. :.. &/\q .} -‘-.
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Nayasar accompanied the ascetics {,‘-»:_
and went far. ]

o nenttar Pl e P

L"——--_-'_\ -

*=Bhadrab=0worhy one'! s

.;.‘_ s
Bes ..-,g‘,\i' Revered ones ! This trail at the
_ base of the hill leads to the

town. Please follow it.

Bhadra ! You showed us the path
out of this desolate area. We, too,
would like to show you the path out
«of this miserable jungle of re-births._.
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RO AT

jungle of worldly life. Faith and right
>, conduct are the true means of wel! being.

AR Py

These words inspired Nayasar to get the gl
absolute faith for the first time during the numerous cycles of rebirths.

Nayasar listened to the preaching with joined paims—

SR

| ; Bhadra ! Have unwavering faith in god,
*(  guru and Dharma if you want to cross this

Impse of right-perception as

certainly try my best to follow
the path you have shown.
How fortunate | am !

Atthe end of this conversation the ascetics proceeded |
towards the city and Nayasar retumed.

Till the last moment of his life Nayasar continued to follow
the path of charity, public-service and truth. He breathed

his last peacefully and chanting the Namaskar Maha-
mantra.

After death Nayasar re-incamated as a god
in the first Dev-lok (dimension of gods).
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

After completing his age as a god, this being was When he became young, one day Marichi went

e born as the son of emperor Bharat, the sovereign of to the Samavasaran® of Bhagavan Rishabhdev.
Bharat-kshetra and son of Bhagavan Rishabhdev. with his father. To listened to the discourse.

—

This boy is emitting strong
radiation; as such; he should
be named Marichi (rays).

g ___L,:,:l
Only his life is meaningful who 5"« " %
. . - A -
indulges in practices of penance | H% 83
and discipline and transcends /s

into deep meditation. &

—’

The words of Bhagavan Rishabhdev filled
Marichi with feelings of detachment.

\ Bhagavan Rishabhdev replied |

Do as it pleases you. (Jaha
Suham Devanuppiya)

Bhagavan ! Feelings of detachment
overwhelm me. | want to accept Diksha®

—_—

: r\llarichi became an ascetic and started the prescribed practices
*Samavasaran= religious assembly of tithankar-r-®: Disha=to gebinitiated formally as an ascetic

&
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once. &nmnmeamn wasat?sharresmehlgand
- wammm  tired. Distraught with hunger and tirst he thought—

of ascetic life. As such. | can

and my throat is dry with thirst.

Oh ! How harsh is this ascetic life? It is
impossible to walk bare-feet on this scorching
land in this summer season. | am so hungry

neither eat these ripe fruits
nor can | drink the water from

AT
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hese streams. What do | do?,

The harsh vows and codes of ascetic life disturbed
Marichi. He came out with a strange solution—

e
N

I will make amendments in these
rules. This will allow me to avoid of
physical torture and still pursue the
path of spiritual practices.

Marichi changed his dress according to his convenience. He
started carrying an umbrella for protection from sun. He also
started wearing wooden sandals,

He moved around Wlh Bhagavan Rishabhdev
and standing at the gate of the Samavasaran he

started inspiring people to follow the right path.
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e day Bharat Chelavat came o atend te discourse f Bhagovan Fshabhdew. Afe th disanuse me'e‘-“wmmfm}"

Prabhu ! Today there is no one in this world as A Z%e o A . %
endowed with knowledge and other such lofty o8 :

achievements as you are. But is there any
being (soul) present here who will achieve in
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Bhagavan Rishabhdev replied— &*‘u(’& / The joy of emperor Bharat saw no bounds when he heard

[ I A ; .
m{mr som -:)% ~| | this prophecy of Bhagavan Rishabhdev. He rushed out of

L s the Samavasaran bare feet and broke the news to Marichi.
will be the twenty fourth Tirthankar "'/4!,’ o A

. .rr""’l“ When Marichi heard about his illustrious future he danced
named Vardhaman. Before that he = /| | with oy, He becarte very pou PR

will also become a Vasudev as well
as a Chakravarti.

T
Oh | How great is my %4
clan. My family is the
best in this world.

™




Marichi clapped and jumped with joy and started
praising his clan before the visiting masses®.

My grand father is the first
Tirthankar. My father is the first
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Chakravarti. | will become the s
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Once Marichi took ill. He made a prince named Kapil his .
disciple. Kapil looked after him during his sickness.
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Realizing that his end was near, Marichi :
took the vow of fasting till death. i 3

The being that was to be Mahavir re-incarnated alternatively as a god and a trident cérrying
Parivrajak (a type of mendicant) for next twelve births.
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In the sixteenth birth this being was born as the son of the younger brother of king Vishvanandi of Rajagriha. He

@ was named Vishvabhuti. One day Vishvabhuti was on a pleasure trip with his queens in the state garden. His cousin
Vishakhanandi also arrived there— PR, L 193 ;,f R S R T T
=, 3 V2 "“" 2 & ~

T

%

Prince ! Kindly wait here, you
cannot enter the garden. Prince
Vishvabhuti and his queens are
already occupying it.

o= o

Vishakhanandi took it as an insult and was annoyed. He conspired
with his mother and on the pretext of a war he made Vishvabhuti
leave the garden. He, then, occupied it himseff

| When Vishvabhuti returned from the battlefield he went to the garden. When| %
he came to know that Vishakhanandi was inside he realized that he had| ¢
been taken for a ride. He lost his temper and gave a mighty kick to a nearby
iree. All its fruits dropped down in a heap. The guards started trembling.

and despicable. Even for such minor

— = - things parents too do not hesitate to
ﬂi //?;Q«rf/_l )%\gf‘ Zf: See, what | can \ :-onspire against their own offspring, _J
ﬂ_. 2&",‘: {;f =1 R do to one who 2| _, DNA A (A'f
4@3\% :{:‘S‘f‘@‘ A cheats me. ' ’:" f‘__";&r"gg
TERAN A 27 N}
[oLs. =

‘Vishakhanandi went o sthavir
sambhauti and become an ascetic.
to treat his own cousin so cruelly. _ He started harsh penance.

10
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After hundreds of years of penance ascetic
Vishvabhuti acquired several miraculous powers.

* Mathura. When he saw an ascetic walking on the streets he

Once ascetic Vishvabhuti arrived in Mathura city for breaking
his one month fast. Prince Vishakhanandi was already in

recognised him as Vishvabhuti.

Lo! This is 3
Vishvabhuti. How weak
he has become?

While the ascetic was going for alms from
«door to door a stray cow hit him.

The ascetic fell on the ground. Seeing all this Vishakhanandi
laughed heartily—

&
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Ha ! Ha ! Are you the same Vishvabhuti who
made a giant tree tremble like a straw with just
one mighty kick. Where all your strength and
courage has gone?
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r

When the ascetic saw that the person making fun of | | Filled with anger, the ascetic held the cow with
him was Vishakhanandi his suppressed anger emupted. | | its homns. He lifted it, whirled it, and tossed it up

| ; Scoundrel Vishakhanandi ! Athough | have N | inthe sky. When itfell he caught it fike a ball
abandoned my wealth and kingdom and become an

ascefic. you stil follow me fike shadow. Don't consider
my tolerance to be my weakness, you fool! &

B Do

-
e 4

Vishakhaandi ran away in panick.

\ Disturbed by his insult Vishvabhuti pronounced—

If | am to get any fruit of all my penance,
may | be born as a great and powerful
king in my future reincarnation so that |

may take my revenge.

Thus Vishvabhuti uselessly waisted the
achievements of years of penance.
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| Corrp!étm_gits age as a god this being descended into the womb of queen | | In due course the queen gave birth to a
B Mrigawati, the wife of king Prajapati of Potanpur. The queen saw seven | | brilliant child. It had three lines on its
auspicious dreams, an indication that the child to be bom would be a Vasudev.

Wive

i

PR A

' During that period a Prati-vasudev (anti
, _ —— Vasudev) king, Ashvagriva,  ruled over
As a result o.lextraordmary penance during the earher_ life _Tnpnshtha Rainapur. He was conguering the neighbouring
grew to be a highly valorous, courageous, and charismatic prince. countries. He had already brought the three

S——

zones of Bharat area under his rule.

I
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When he heard about the'strength and valour of | |The astrologer replied—|
pnrixce Triprishtha he became apprehensw. e Sire | Thie warrior who insults your

Ealba ER abiclogerand asiea— powerful emissary Chandamegh and kills
the ferocious lion of Tungagiri mountain is
R the person who will slay you.

Is there someone on this earth who is
more powerful than me? Who can kil
. me and conquer my kingdom? 4

He sent emissary Chandamegh to Prajapati. The emissary | | The guards insulted and dragged
unceremoniously entered the assembly and rudely took a | | Chandamegh ot of the assembly.
high seat. Prince Triprishtha a lost his temper. = o

"

Il This foolish emissary is ill mannered and is
ignorant of the protocol of a king's court. 4
Throw him out of this assembly. il

i
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The emlssary retumed to Ashvagnva He narrated the incident of his insult in an exaggerated manner.
Ashvagriva got angry. After a few days Ashvagriva sent instructions to kmg_P_raJapah-

Proceed to the forests of
Tungagiri, kill the ferocious lion
and protect the vjllagers

~ 1 D D ' _ \VAVAVAVAVAVA'
d

“’ D "'\,, \%

[ Father ! Allow me to proceed on this
%\'ﬂlﬂ{‘-{ mission. Rest assured, | shall
return only after killing the lion

0 ‘1eadvon \
E“ /Ictonou :

lion will

Prince Tripnshtha took fis elder brother Baldev and some soldiers along and kill us !

Went Into tne forest. The soldiers went near the lion's den and made a lot of
noise. The sleeping lion got up, roared in anger and pounced on the suldiers.
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When the prince saw the charging lion, he thought—

[Prmce Triprishtha got down from his chariot, dropped -

N e R
ﬁ;\- = his lion 1s not
L) .

(] _-;'l-. - wh'_." SFIUIL.H i| FI';IT[ I\“u‘ﬁh

my weapons?

= i\ 3
- A canying any weapon; \'§

4

his weapons and faced the lion bare handed. As soon
as the lion attacked the prince—

W P
2 5 24 YA

@ e=3

EHe gripped its open jaws
and tore it into two as_if it

When Ashvagriva heard the news of 1
the killing of the lion he was stunned.

This lad will certainly
become the instrument of my  § |

Q death. He should be finished.
) oy
O A\ 4 ‘
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' Afierce battle started.

g;m’ Ashvagriva declared war on Prajapati. | In the end Triprishta
Piigd : i - | beheaded Ashvagriva

with his disk weapon.

: =
One day an enchanting musical
concert was on in the assembly of .
Triprishta Vasudev. The Vasudev JFS%
instructed his attendant— &

| While the music was being played,
Triprishtha went to sleep. The
attendant was so engrossed in the
Intoxicating melodies that he forgot
about the emperors instructions.

When | fall asleep .
stop the music.

| [The programme continued illlate in the night.
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When Tripristha awoke he found that the programme still continued. He \%

got irritated and raising his voice asked the attendant—

| had irdeﬁd1r O:| o S‘E}Eh Pardon me sire ! | got so
Ll absorbed in the lilting music

that | forgot everything. Siaiey

did you not follow the order?
". V / = —
e
\ 7
v — t G
(/e
5 )
The guards poured molten lead in the ears of the
: : _ . bed-chamber attendant. BE=
His ears like music more than his =
master's order. Take him away and pour  j3 =
molten lead in his ears. Y-t 1l E b3 :
et :f._-:
i S )
It
nf \\’(
: b b %
7 b
)
J

Squirming with excruciating pain he

died”.

18
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* This being later reincarnated as a cowherd and hammered nails in Bhagwan Mahavir's ears.
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Triprishtha Vasudev spent all his life enjoying mundane pleasures or fighting wars.

After his death he was reborn /Jn lts twenfieth birh the being that / In the twenty first incarnation

in the seventh hell. was {0 be Mahavir was bomaslion. /it went to the fourth hell.
T ~ - - ,_‘:_f / ‘::.. ‘r v,

—— [ And in the twenty second birth
itwas born as prince Vimal.

Inits twenty third incarnation, this being was born as son of king Dhananjay and queen Dharini of Muka town
in*the Mahavideh area. He was named Priyamitra. He was generous towards poor and compassionate
towards birds and animals. 7 SR 7
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Highly vituous Priyamitra became a Chakravarti, an emperor, when he became young. He took care of his subjects like his.
own children. He enjoyed serving the poor and worshiping religious persons like monks, mendicants, ascetics etc. One day
an ascetic named Pottilacharya arrived in Muka tofi. Priyamitra Chakravarti welcomed the Acharya.

4 \ 7
N 50
W

Priyamitra listened to the discourse of
Pottilacharya. He was deeply moved.

/ Revered one ! | want to abandon the mundane
indulgences and commence practices of penance and
T] spiritual disciplin. Kindly initiate me info the ordef.

in Virasan (a yogic posm;e).@wﬁimedi{ata P,

Ascatic Priyamitra did practices of harsh penance, meditation,
discipline etc. for ten milion years. During the day he would
stand in hot sun and during the night he would sit bare bodied.
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Pottilacharya accepted him as his disciple.

]

! s "
He breathed his- last after a fast until death. He "
reincamated as a god in the Mahashukra dimension. .

20
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After completing its age in the Mahashukra dimension this being was born as the son of king Jitshatru and queen Bhadra of
@ Raksha city in Bharat area. His name was Nandan. One day when he saw the ever changing hue and colour of the evening
atmosphere he was overwhelmed with feelings of detachment.

(190 gﬁy -Asthecolourofthe

0”=( evening sky is changing every
moment, this life, its pleasures,
indulgences and span too are
momentary.

Prince Nandan became
an-ascetic.

He spent all his time engrossed in meditation and penance. He acquired the Tirthankar-naam-karma by repeatedly
Ascetic Nandan did a harsh penance of 1180645 one- doing twenty auspicious practices (The Bees-Sthanak).
month-fasts one after the other for a hundred thousand
years. His body became frail and emaciated.

Purity 0
T\ perception

¥bl‘\ll/;’,é

— e
P

He took the ultimate vow of a sixty day fast and breathed his
last. He reincamated as a god in the tenth dimension of gods.

* For details see Tinthankar Charitra, a Diwakar Publication. 21
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In the notthern part of Vaishali there was a suburb named Brahman-kund. A rich Brafiman named Rishabhdutt lived there with his wife
Devananda. He was a devotee of Bhagavan Parshvanath. The being that was to be Bhagavan Mahavir descended into the womb of Devananda
after completing its age in the tenth dimension of gods. (That night Devananda saw 14 auspicious great dreams) :

I.a 4/" A Vr) y/

—_—

"Mer eighty two days of this descent the king of Saudharma
dimension of gods perceived through his Avadhijnan (extra
sensory perception of the physical dimension) that the last
Tirthankar is in the womb of mother Devanan

A Tirthankar always takes birth
in a Kshatriya (warrior) family or
clan. What a surprise ! The
future Tirthankar has been

a_a;,,,\ conceived in a Brahman family
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Realizing about his duty in such a situation the Indra summoned his commander Harinaigameshi. \ :

Harinaigameshi ! Please go and transplant the fetus $
of the future Tirhankar from the womb of Devananda /A28
Brahmani to the womb of queen Trishla. 4

23
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interpret the dreams. The astrologers interpreted the dreams according to the scriptures on the subject and said—
Mahara) | The queen will gve bith foa, \,  BAGEE N f& ; // /
diine individual He wil show e path of | Eem N S 2y N [ 41 ﬁi
GBS e = i

peace and upliftment to ihe whole world

In the morning queen Trishla told king Siddharth about her dreams. The king called astrologers and asked themto f f', /,M /
J
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On the midnight of the thirteenth day of the bright half of the month of Chaitra, mother Trishla gave birth to a divine child. A
flourescent glow spread throughout the world. 56 goddesses of direction performed the post birth cleansing ritual. Groups
of gods started for Kshatriyakund to celebrate the auspicious birth ceremony of the twenty fourth Tirthankar.
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Greetings, Maharaj ! The
queen has given birth to
a blessed son.

In the morning when rays of light appeared on the horizon,
| slave-girl Priyamvada came to king Siddharth with the news.

Over flowing with joy, the king gifted his necklace to
the slave-girl and said— —

. On this happy occasion |
% grant you freedom from
S slavery.

Beaming with happiness king Siddharth
called his chief minister and instructed—

A state festival should be
celebrated in the city. Prisoners
should be freed. Open the treasury for
charity to the poor and deserving.

= i

The birth festivities of Bhagavan were celebrated in
Kshatriyakund for ten days.

3
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The naming ceremony of the infant was celebrated on the tweffth day after the birth.

Since the day this child was conceived
by Trishla there has been a continuous
increasg of happiness, prosperity, fame and
" goodwill in our kingdom. Thus this boy be

I named Vardhaman (ever increasing).
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Prince Vardhaman was very brave and | | One day in the assembly of gods Indra said in praise
courageous since his childhood. of prince Vardhaman— I
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Today there is no one in the world
who is more brave and valourous
than prince Vardhaman.
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He was highly accomplished in all the sixty four One of the gods did not like these words of praise. He left has
arts including wrestling, horse-riding ec. abode to come to the earth to test Vardhaman.
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On the earth Vardhaman was playing with his friends in the Jnatakhand forest.

One who climbs that tree first of p s
all. will be declared victorious. /
N
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All the chidren started running at once. Prince
Viardhaman reached the tree first and climbed the tre.

The god using his magical powers turned info a black serpent and

Vardhaman jumped down the tree.
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One who touches that tree first will
be the winner. He will ride the
looser piggy-back.

After going some distance the god turned into a giant terrifying
demon. He enlarged his body and started flying in the sky.




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

When that god did not stop, prince Vardhaman gave a Crying in pain, the god at once appeared in its true
mighty blow win his closed fist at the god's shoulder. form and begged Vardhaman's pardon.

T e

| came to test your

courage. You are not
brave but very
brave, Mahavir.

Oh!l
will die.

By that time the other children fetched some elders from the Village. When in place of a demon they saw a god
touching feet of Vardhaman, they uttered hails of victory.. W= gas Y,

This boy is brave among
braves. He is MAHAVIR.

Victory be to Mahavir : ’\
: Lo @2a
; ;.._- Fa N “"%

Vardhaman !

\ 7N

Sino that day Vardhaman became populary known as Mahavi:
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When Vardhaman became a youth his parents

Forced by his parents Mahavir married

one day saig

¥/ Son ! Evenif you have no
7( desire to marry, you should do
s0 in order to fulfill our wishes.

Yashoda, the daughter of king Samarvir.

By the time Mahavir became 28 years old. His father,
king Siddhartha and mother, queen Trishla had

Now | should tke
Diksha and follow the
harsh path of penance

Prince Vardhaman approached his elder brother
Nandivardhan to seek permission. Wher. Nandivardhan
heard about Diksha he became sad. ;

Brother ! | have not yet been able
to overcome the shock of the death
of our parents. If you too go away,
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When Mahavir remained silent Nandivardhan added— | | Knowing about Mahavir's resolution for Diksha the gods from the edge of me{
universe arrived and formally regues‘ted— -

0! Source of spiritual light, may you be
victorious ! Your's is a great resolution. Show
the path of spiritual upliftment to the world.

Alright brother ! Agree to my affectionate
request and wai for two more years.

.......

i,

Mahavir accepted his brother's request and remained
at home for two years leading a detached life.

Prince Mahavir gave ten million eight hundred thousand gold coins in charity, three hours every morning for
one year, just before the renunciation. Poor and rich, all came to take charity from him and returned satisfied.
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;;Al._ﬂje_;end- dlwro years, on the tenth day of the dark half of the month of Margshirsh, prince Vardhaman iding the Chandraprabha palanquin left for the
great renunciation. Saudharmendra and numerous other gods and goddesses as wel as thousands of men and women joined this farge procession.

.@lﬂ :-:-:5:-.\@ {
:’ I} —
: $ 8 '@ék»uw
]‘JD E: - 1_,_.._,3'.-7"ulf-"wlh il Wm
A -
MNoe
4 (o006 4
A g } = ( b
iiie / .a i @‘c. g : $
14 T 2 ﬂ 5 riog ] oy G ./
</ k'-.. - = o i H
= & T "\\‘.‘.':f ]
:" ojr.{ \ /-__—\_\\_
AN NN S
~] @) g@ k B ) K‘«{_T 1_
8 9 T Qs \\28
oy 3 B Yr:.; ’ 2\ i: 4 : h z 2 ST
i = 7 i ‘%: -~ ~ — = =
e =i ve A )2
¢ /h)f\ S (=l 5’ i

The great procession arrived in the Jnatakhand garden outside the town. The palanquin was placed
near an Ashok tree. One after the other, Vardhaman put off all his costly ornaments and garments.
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Facing east he performed the five fist-full He then offered obeisance to the Siddhas" and took a vow
pulling out of his hair. r in his loud resonant voice.

| resolve to practice equanimous attitude
throughout my life. | resolve to abandon all

Y sinful indulgences for life*.
: 3%,
>
, eZ
Z.
3 \ 4f VI P e
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Indra himself collected the hair in @ gem studded pot. \

[ After atwo day fast without water, the great ascetic (Mahashraman) took the vow of rigorous discipline and engrossed in
spiritual ecstacy he proceeded towards the forest. He walked on the rocky path without stopping or turning back.
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A snow-white and shining divine cloth, presented by Indra, rested on his :
| shoulder and dangled.

t8iddhas =4he liberated souls. * Karemi Samaiyam Savva-Savajja Jogam Pacchakkhamim... 24
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Leaving the Jnatakhand garden Shraman Bhagavan

At that time a cowherd reached there and resting his oxen addressed Mahavir—

Ascetic | Please look
after my oxen. | am

going into the village
\ and shall soon returm,

.....
by

The oxen drifted away grazing.
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W;ﬁﬂ%'r'l the cowherd returned from the village | | The couherd kept on searching his oxen all along the night. In the morning
he found the oxen missing. He asked & saw that the oxen were resting near Bhagavan and regurgitating.

Where are my oxen?
Al

AN TN/, Wt RN | [, !iseems hat his person impersonaling a5 2 e i '-‘

monk, is after my oxen. He is a thief for sure. |
will teach him a lesson.

A He took a thick rope in hand and rushed to hit Mahavir. Before he cou1d
hit, Indra appeared there and held his hand. L

Ignorant fool ! What are you
doing? Don't you know who

’ he is? He is Vardhaman, the

son of king Siddharth.
Would he V.val your oxen?
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Indra, the king of gods, requested Mahavir— Mahavir replied— SRR S
. Prabho ! The path of your i King of gods ! It has never happened, '

practices is very hard. Ignorants
will inflict pain on you time and
again. Please allow me to be with
you to serve you. -

nor will it ever happen that an Arihant (during

his period of practices) desires for help from
some one when he faces any trouble. A
Tirthankar attains liberation only through

\his own inner strength and courage.

services. However, to serve him is

our duty. You will remain in his
service all the time.

* a specific class of gods 37
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At the time of accepting Diksha fragrant pastes like that of
sandalwood were applied on Mahavir's body. Afiracted by this
pleasant odour Bumble-bees would crawl on his body. The sting of
these insects falled to disturb him. Engrossed in meditation,
Mahavir tolerated the pain with equanimity.
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When Mahavir was doing the year-long
charity, a poor Brahman, Som Sharma was
away from the town. When he returned his

wife said— :
I e

How unlucky you are; when Bhagavan was \aSZasled
- o BN

giving charity you were away. Even now goto ‘;_‘.;e,%a
| "y . N T

ewile y i Ve W

him. He will cerainly remove our poverty. AN N8

Som Sharma set out in the direction Mahavir had
gone. When he reached him, he submitied—

Mahavir only had the divine cloth with him. He tore it into
two and gave one piece to Som Sharma.

0 ocean of compassion !
You are benevolent. Kindly
remove my poverty. Give
me something.
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Som Sharma took the piece of cloth to a mender. He got the two pieces mended into one and sold it'-iq
king Nandivardhan for a hundred thousand golds._ K

*

What price would ‘ If you get the other half it could be sold
| get for this? for a hundred thousand golds. We will
share the amount equally.
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Som Sharma followed Mahavir for many days and finally
got the remaining half of the divine cloth.

One day Mahavir was standing in meditation in ruins

of some old building. A young couple came there in

search of solitude. When they saw Mahavir standing

there they started shouting abuses and throwing

stones at him. Mahavir was wounded. Welcome son of Siddharth ! %ﬁ Wgww
" ! ¥ AW Y7

i
' .J‘V.‘ il
Hey | Who are you? Why are ":(,f’ A /y / ﬂ'l

/EJ/I] Prince ascetic ! You should stay
you standing here? Go away. : @ &
Get out from this place. R .7-'"

When monsoon season approached Mahavir
went into a hermitage. When the rector of that
hermitage recognized Mahavir he insisted—

in one of the cottages in the

hermitage and continue your SZ4&
“}. spiritual practices.
;;;

Mehavir silently left the place. In freezing cold he
went under a tree and resumed his meditation.

39
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The resident hermits reported this to the rector— 'l

Mahavir camped in the hut and started his penance and
meditation. Stray cows came near his feet and plucked [
out the hay forming the hut. Birds also plucked out

straws. Mahvavir did not stop this.

Sir ! Your guest
ascetic is extremely lethargic.
He does not even protect his  F Easits
hut from the stray animals /aSeie S
and birds.... :

Mahavir was deep in meditation. He thought—

In pursit of self-realization | have left my
kingdom and even the fondness for my body
Should | now waste my time taking care of the
hut?....My stay here is causing Inconvenience

Prince ascetic | Why such
carelessness? See, even these
birds protect their nests. You
belong to the warrior clan and
still can not protect your hut?

to the residents of this hermitage. So let

me go somewhere else....

Mahavir at once left the hermitage and
went inte the jungle.
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Proceeding further Mahavir arrived at ruins of an

This experience at the hermitage inspired

old temple. The villagers approached him and

said— |

| am unwanted, spend most of my

O delicate ascetic ! A cruel Yaksh

(a lower god) named Shulapani lives here.

During the night he will kill you. Please
stay.

time in meditation, remain silent,
accept food only in my palms and not
keep contact with householders.

select some other place of

ahavir was fi

But ascetic M
spot inside the temple in order to remove the fear of the villagers.

Who wants to embrace death?

l)

abode he started burning with anger.

How dare he

_,;'f e '. : AT '“ ¥ < ‘-’ . M -
When the darkness of night descended, Shulapani Yaksh arived making loud hissing sound. When he saw a human being occupying his
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And he tried to intill fear i Mahavir's mind by taking horryfing forms of lion, elephant, ghost, snake etc.

Till the end of the third quarter of the night Shulapani continued
the affictions and became tired in the end. Then appeard
Siddharth, the Vyantar god and he admonished Shulapani—

He sought forgiveness from Bhagavan. Mahavir
opened his eyes and looked at Shulapani, who felt as
it the compassionate and soothing voice of
Bhagavan was resonating within him.

~ Shulapani, rascal | What have you
done ? You have ill-treated a person
who is revered even by Indra. If the
B\ king of gods comes to know of this he
will destroy you.
LA T

alm down Shulapani. You
will get inner peace only when YOO

you throw out the poison of
cruelity and hatred.

=
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Shulapani bowed it the feet of Bhagavan.
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Mahavir caused the spring of compassion flow from the rock
of cruelity in the mind of the Yaksh. He started worshiping
ed in.

What a surprise, the

I i e
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Oh ! The cruel
Yaksh is
worshiping him. 4

All the villagers gathered and started worshiping Mahavir.

Leaving Asthik village Mahavir proceeded towards a
dense but forlorn jungle. Some cowherds called him
to come back—

7 Ascetic! Please dont go n
that direction. There lives a venomous
obra.

f4 poisonous. ltis very

~ dangerous. It wil not

1 — 2
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Even after hearing the waming from the cowherds Mahavir
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Today | s
poisonous snake drink the
ambrosia of forgiveness.
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When Bhagavan Mahavir came near the snake-hole he stobped and
stood there in meditation. The snake came out of the hole and saw

Mahavir. It hissed and exhaled its venomous breath.
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Who s this die-hard human?
My venomous breath could
not even stir him.

)

Chandakaushik serpent got angry and it bit

Mahavirs toe. What a surprise ! Blood, as
e.

Chandakuashik ! Calm down.
Understand your seff, This
extreme anger has been the
cause of your downfall for one
Ifetime after another.
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 Chandakaushik went into deep conterplation. t remembered is eaer irth—

Two births earlier it was a Shraman ascetic. Once he was
going to beg for his breakfast after a month long fast. A small
frog was crushed under his feet. His disciple asked him to
atone for this deed. He became very angry. When in the
evening the disciple again reminded him, he ran after the
disciple angrily to hit him. In the dark building he collided with
a pillar, broke his head and died on the spot. o

As a result of dying with feelings of acute anger he
reincamated as a very short tempered Brahman.
Once some princes came in the garden to pluck
flowers, Chandakaushik ran after them with an axe
in his hand. He stumbled and fell down in a large
ditch. The axe in his hand split his head and he

A

died. Once again due to deeply ingrained feelings of

anger he re-incamated as a venomous snake. Chandakaushik bowed its hood and sought forgiveness from Bhagavan—

e

_=ma—
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(v AL =N
: ﬂ Oh! This excessive anger has

spolled so many of my life-times.
| will never be angry again.

[ IL

forgiveness ! In return of my gift of
poison you have given me the
ambrosia of knowledge and /
_reformed me, -

Chandakaushik serpent took the vow of fasting till
death at the feet of Bhagavan Mahavir.
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One day Bhagavan Mahavir was crossing the Ganges river on a boat. A serpent god
named Sudanshtra'saw him— 2

Yes ! This is Shraman Mahavir,
who in his earlier birth was Triprishtha
Vasudev. When | was a lion, it was he who
tore me apart and killed me. Today | will
certainly take my revenge.

- e

Recalling the animosity from earlier birth the serpent god became mad with anger.

He created a storm. The boat became unstable and went up and down in the waves. The passengers started crying in distress.

Bhagavan Mahavir was sitting undisturbed in meditation. The passengers joined their palms and called for his help \\\\r
N

7 > Prabho ! Today only you can save

us. Please bring us out of this
predicament.
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Just then two other serpent gods named Kambal and Sambal Kambal-Sambal gods helped the boat reach the |
banks of the Ganges.

were passing from there. When they watched this seen from the
sky they admonished Sudanshtra— o —_—

Ignorant rascal ! On whom are
you inflcting this pain? He is the
ocean of compassion. He is the  §
one who willshow the path of | [ISRE
salvation to the world, | [FHEREREN

Hearing this Sudanshtra ran
away.

Prabho ! With your blessings
alone we have been saved today.
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Once Shraman Mahavir was standing in deep | [FS@ngam;: | proud
meditation outside Pedhal village. From his abode | {'there; said tolndra===

SRS Sauchamendra saw this unprecedented depth of King ol riarbeng e i
meditation of Bhagavan and saluted from there. have so much capacty n any field that it
Bhagavan ! you are great. No cannot be disturbed by divine power. If
one can equal you in serenity 2 ‘ you do not intervene, | can disturb

Mahavir just in one night. _

and depth of your meditation. /

Al

o T

to test Mahavir.

After arriving on the earth Sangam started trying to disturb the concentration of meditating Mahavir. He
created a dust storm and filled Mahavir's nose and.mouth with sand. He created snakes, scorpions and
other such creatures to inflict pain on Mahavir. He turned himself into an elephant and tossed Mahavir.
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d a fire in the gap between Bhagavan's feet and started cooking. He tumed himself into a lion and a tiger and
started tearing Bhagavan's body with claws. But Bhagavan stood unmoving like the Himalaya in undisturbed meditation.
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—

Sangam threw a giant wheel weighing thousands oftons over the head =G
of Mahavir. It could crush even Meru mountain. Under the weight of /é
this wheel Mahavir was pushed into the earth up to his knees. =7 = Al
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Mahavir shifted back to the ground level by force of his
| inner strength and continued his undisturbed meditation.

Sangam continued to torture Mahavir for six months. In | When Mahavir saw Sangarm departing his eyes
the end he conceded defeat and bowed at the feet of | | became wet. He thought— F_\,v\__\\
h \ahavir. - ~7 :
Bhagavan Mahavir ¢ ,;.g‘.;,ép‘;.'ﬂ,'ﬁ;? / | had taken a vow to work towards uplitment
SOZTV A
O great man ! | have taken very hard ‘f.w’}‘
test of you patience and equanimity. | = g\" G,
failed to disturb even a tiny hair on M

9 &
N
“\,. ._"\'
your body. | concede my defeat and *
beg your leave.

and salvation of the world. But Sangam has
acquired deep and evil karmas in order to test
me. He has turned the means of upliftment into
the means of downfall for himself.

- : sk After this incident Mahavir moved towards
Dejected Sangam left for his abode. : Kaushambi city. e
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During the twelitivyear of his spiritual practices. Bhagavan Mahavir madé an almost

impossible resolution while he was meditating in a garden in Kaushambi city. N,
RS SN 1052 27 B) YV (S S
RPN : 00 w | il accept alms for breaking my fast only froma )

1 = pious princess who has been sold as a slave. And

BRI that too only if her limbs are shackled, her head
has been shaved, she has not eaten for three days,
at mid-day she is sitting on the threshold with one
leg Inside and the other out, she has a basket with

dry pulse balls in her hand, she has a smile on her )
= face and tears in her eyes. e
P A ol =l F i .

—;_;,,_; 5 ﬁﬁa
= ST 2 —

After this resolution he spent five months and fifteen days going around the town for alms every
day. The conditions of his resolution were not fufilled and so he did not eat anything.

Around that time king Shatanik, the ruler of Kaushambi suddenly attacked Champa city. His army plundered Champa. A
charioter kidnapped queen Dharini and princess Vasumati. To save her honour the queen committed suicide.
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-

The charioter sold Vasumati in the slave market. From there a rich and religious merchant, Dhanavah, purchased
her, named her Chandana and kept her in his house like a daughter. But his jealous wife one day got her head

A A

last three days. Take these pulse-balls. |
am going out to fetch a blacksmith to cut

you free from these shackles.

N

) TS

| am so very lucky ! Come Prabhu !
The liberator of the world, please

Prabhu please-accept these dry
pulse-balls as alms from me.

I' Hlfl

Hungry for three days, Chandana sat on the threshold of the house. In her hands was the basket with pulse
balls. When she saw Bhagavan Mahavir approaching, every pore of her body smiled with joy.

liberate me. Blessed is this moment.
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But wh’éh' Maha-vir turned around without ‘| [Hearing these pitiful words of Chandana Mahavir
accepting the alms, tears dropped from | |turned back again. Overwhelmed with joy, Chandana
Chandana's eyes. . gave the pulse-balls to Mahavir.

Prabho ! What is this? Every relative
has left me alone.....today you too are
abandoning me. Am | an ill-fated one that
source of happiness returns from my

threshold.

b
\-._3

Jaidl)

The moment Bhagavan accepted alms, gods showered
gold, gems, diamonds etc. from the sky.

With divine influence the shackles of Chandana tumned into diamond and pearl studded ornaments. Her body was
covered in rich and beautiful dress. Hearing about the fuffillment of Bhagavan Mahavir's resolution king Shatanik

and queen Mrigavati also arived there. They asked Chandanbala to come to the palace. But Chandanbala
declined. She remained there waiting for the opportunity to accept Daksha from Bhagavan Mahawr

* The story of princess Chandanbala is available separately in Diwakar Chitrakatha Vol. 11, 53
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practices. in Champa city Mahavir went to Chhammani village

approached him and said—

Ascetic ! Please
look after my
oxen. | shall

iy &
VS

MYy

The cowherd left his oxen there and went
away. The oxen drifted grazing.

T

Spending the twelfth monsoon stay, of the period of his | | When the cowherd retumed he asked about the oxen. Mahavir

and stood in meditation outside the vilage. A cowherd | | deepmediafon The cowherd lost his temper.
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remained silent. The cowherd asked again but Mahavir was stil in

Imposter ! It appears that you
are stone deaf. Wait a minute.
| know how to cure you.

hammered the nail like sharp and hard thoms in both his ears®

Vasudev, in whos ears molten lead was poured.

He plucked out thors of Kaas shrub and without a second thought Mahavir tolerated this excruciating - pain

=.—1 | equanimousl and his mediation was not
disturbed. He also remained free from any
feeling of aversion or anger for the cowherd.
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After concluding his practice Mahavir went into the nearby village, central-Pava, and arrived at the residence of merchant Siddharth
for collecting alms. The merchant had a visitor, a doctor friend named Kharak. When Kharak saw Mahavir he said—

Pal | The face of this Shraman is radiant. ' ey
But a shadow of pain is also evident. T
L %
It appears that he suffers from b7

some internal agony.

T

—

S|

If such great man suffers from some
inner pain we should immediately
provide him treatment.
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After collecting alms the great ascetic | | They both made necessary arrangements for the
returned.  Siddharth and Dr. Kharak | | operation. They applied medicinal oil and pulled
followed him to the garden and examined out the nails with pliers. —= :

his body.

Siddharth ! What a painful
surprise ! Some rascal has
hammered nails into his ears.
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

More than twelve years passed since Mahavir had started doing vigorous penance and other spiritual
practices. He arrived at the banks of Rijubaluka river near Jrimbhak village. After a two day fast without
water he sat in the Godohasan under a Sal tree and started deep meditation.
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On the tenth day of the bright half of the month of
Vaishakha, when the moon entered the Uttara’
Phalguni lunar mansion in the evening he acquired
Kewal-jnana and Kewal-darshan. He attained the,
status of Arihant and became- endowed with many
superlatives and the eight divine insignias.

Innumerable gods and goddesses arrived to celebrate the occasion
of his becoming omniscient. The gods created the divine religious
pavilion (Samavasaran), Mahavir gave hs first religious discdurse.

= This world is the source of misery. It

is the perpetuator of miseries. Do not
cause pain fo any being through
mind, speech, or action.
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

‘After acquiring Kewal-jnana Bhagavan Mahavir arrived in the Mahasen garden near Pavapuri. In this town a Brahman
“ named Somil was performing a great Yajna (Vedic ritual). For this he had invited the great vedic scholar Indrabhuti

(Gautam and ten other Brahman scholars with there disciples.

Groups of gods were descending from the sky and coming towards
Mahasen garden fo behold Bhagavan Mahavir. When Indrabhuti
Gautam saw them he uttered with pride— [ &
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See the effect of our A
Yajna. Drawn by our Mantras, e
gods are coming to attend
the ceremonies.

But the gods did not come to the Yajna pavilion.
Instead, they went to the Samavasaran of

Bhagavan Mahavir.
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Some people informed Indrabhuti Gautam—

Tithankar Bhagavan Mahavir has arrived in
the Mahasen garden. These gods and
goddesses are going to pay homage o him.

Gautam got irritated—

There is no greater scholar than
me in this world. It seems this is
some great imposter. | will go and
with the help of my knowledge
reveal his true identity.

Indrabhutl Gautam and his five hundred disciples artived in the Samavase

P

the grandeur of that assembly. And then they heard the caimandé 1ing \

Indrabhuti Gautam !
You have arrived? You will

be benefitted.

What? He knows my
name and clan !




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

_ With his profound knowledge and irrefutable logic Bhagavan
Indrabhuti Gautam ! Although you are a removed Gautam's doubts. Gautam bowed at Mahavir's feet.
e f the Viedas, you carry :
e Hchgiar Ao P Prabhu ! You are the ocean of knowledge.
doubts about the existence of soul 5 e
Please accept me as your disciple.
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e at once accepted Diksha along with his five hundied disciples
nd became the first and the senior most of the chief-disciples.

e) _n aocepted Diksha along with all their four
thévsand four hundred*dmcnples Prmcess Chandanbala also accepted Diksha.
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On the elevenih day of the bright hf o the month of Veishakh, Bhagaven Mahar eslablished the four pronged refiious organisafon (Shraman-Shramani-
Shravak-Stravika) and founded the religious ford. He entrusted the organjsational responsibiliies o the eleven Ganachars (chief disciples) headed by Gautam

Although a great scholar of Vedas, Gautam still carried doubts abouts the existence of SOUL. 59
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR
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Onece during the summer se

saw that a farmer while ploughing hs field was b

Gautam ! See how cruelly that
ignorant farmer is beating the old
-; oxen? Go, and preach to him."

Y

Gautam lovingly explained the importance
= of compassion. The affection filled voice

Brother | Please do not béat these old land compassionate bearing of Gautam

oxen so much, Does it not cause pain?

4 swept the farmer. He said—

—

Maharaj ! Indeed, itis painful. But| "N | 4.0 1 When ook at you | feel as 1

fam al poor f;rm?rhﬂ | do r:oht il mi’) | should remain in you company and
ield | shall lebo Ungtif‘ SYe 0 never cause pain to any being. Would
money to buy anotner pair. you accept me as your disciple?
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Gautam took the new disciple to Mahavir.

Gautam replied— R

Brother ! He is our Guru. Great
emperors, Indras, gods etc. all
bow at his feet. You should also

4 Sorry, Guruji ! If he is your
Guru, let him be your Guru
only. | do not need one.

No!No!l
shall not go
near him.

And he at once ran away
- into the jungle.




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Gautam was surprised. He asked—

Bhante ! This ignorant farmer had a
feeling of fondness for me. However,
when he saw you, the embodiment of

compassion, why he got panicked?

Gautam ! This is the play of feeling .
of love and animosity triggered by the
karmas from earlier births.

This farmer is the being that was the lion

killed by me during my birth as Triprishtha
Vasudev. You as my chariot driver had shown

your sympathy toward it and reassured it.

That is the reason that you inspired fondness
and | inspired aversion and fear in him.

=
Then why Gautam ! Your pious company, althotgh
/ did you for a few moments, has sparked the
send me to light of religion in his mind. Sooner or
preach him, later he will attain enlightenment. Your

Bhante ! effort is not wasted.




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Once Mahavir arrived in Shravasti city. Ganadhar Indrabhuti | | Gautam found this statement strange as well as
Gautam went into the town to collect alms. There he over | | false. He returned to Mahavir and asked—

e -

heard some people talking. S g

= ; WYY | N Bhante ! People say that
E’ " Have you heard? Gaushulak, the son of B\  Gaushalak has become a Kewali
Mankhali, is an omniscient and a Tirthankar. He -

i much more powerful than Bhagavan Mahavir
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Gautam ! This is ablatantm‘ Wh e AR ke e R R T A
: en Gost eard that his secret was out he got peeved.
Gaushalakthe son of Mankhali became bt R \ﬁ‘fw r"f_‘“':'?F"a'f!""a"ﬂxﬂ”ﬁ”sw alous: "a‘.'ﬁ'“;elm'i By~
my disciple once. Later he started __H'es??‘g?ga; ¥y mm"M v _Iiglb i
. Preaching falsehood. He is not the knower

~_of all but a confused person.

—_

O Kashyap ! You are spreading false
rumours about me. | am not Gaushalak,
the son of Mankhali. He is dead. | have
entered his body. | am, in fact, Udayi of

the Kaundiyayan clan.
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Mahavir replied— SRS Gaushalak lost his poise and started abusing Bhagavan
s Mahavir.
" Gaushalak ! As a thief cannot hide ;Eﬂw
himself behind a straw, you too cannot Kashyap | You will not

hide yourself behind a lie. | know you
are Gaushalak.

see the end of the day.
| will burn you to ashes

At this misbehaviour of Gaushalak

| Sarvanubhuta and Sunakshatra
admonished him sharply. This =, i
added fuel to the fire and 5 "
Gaushalak launched Tejoleshya -
(fire-power) at the two ascetics _ ' &, AR A
. A f’Z; o
A — / T g The ascetics were bumed to asfies.
—



COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

After this, angry Gaushalak launched the Tejoleshya at Mahavir also. The flames
reached Bhagavan Mahavir and instead of buming him, circled around—gizsem
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And then lept skyward.

The divine powers of Mahavir reflected the Tejoleshya
and it re-entered the body of Gaushalak.

{I! /...' ‘._'
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Oh!lamdying!lam
burning ! Save me !

Gaushalak was scorched. Crying with

pain he ran away from the assembly of
Mahavir.

After seven days he died.




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

Bhagavan Mahavirs discourses were in the common man's language. Greal men ke emperors, kings, merchants efc., common masses including fabourers
males and females of every caste and cred istened to hs discourses and fook vous to follow the path of Ahimsa, truth and good conduct. (===
Worthy ones ! untethered desire and“eegl”

craving are the causes of all misery. If
Jou want peace control your desires.
Adopt equality and fraternity in your
- behaviour with all beings.
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During the forty second year of his life as Tirthankar, Bhagavan
Mahavir came to the assembly hall of king Hastipal of Pavapuri at his
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| am going to be liberated soon
from the cycle of re-birth. My

disciple, Gautam, loves me very

much. He will not be able to

tolerate the shock of separation )
' A~ when | attain Nin-'arﬂaa. 7
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COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

FNext day he called Gautam and said—

- ==

! left.

“Gautam. go to the neighbouring \§ /

Following the instructions Gautam

[

On the fourteenth day of the dark half of the month of Kartik, after
a two day fast, Mahavir started his last discourse. It continued
uninterrupted for forty eight hours. N [
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This discourse was compiled in two volumes. Vipak Sulra (55 chapters) which contain

information about the fruits of pious and sinful activiies, and Uttaradhyayan Sura (36
chapters), After this discourse many individuals took vanious Vous.

 Mahyir he sared onyng ke chid.
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When Gautam came to know of the Nivana of Bhagavan




COMPASSIONATE BHAGAVAN MAHAVIR

After some time Gautam composed himself. Lost in these contemplations Gautam transcended
7 @| |into deep meditation. By morning he had shed all
7 Oh ! In fact Prabhu sent me away the destructive Karmas and attained Kewal Jnana.
(i order to break the shackles of '
my attachment with him.

It was a moonless night when Mahavir attained Nirvana, Gods tried | |On the first day of the bright half of the month of Kartik the

to dispell the darkness with the help of gems and the humans by | |masses jointly celebrated the Nivana of Bhagavan Mahavi

burning candles. That was the begining of Dipavali or the festival of and the attaining of Kewal-nana by Ganadhar Gautam.
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Dear Friends,

How are you 7 In our eighth meeting through these pages, shall we continue leaming a few more
things ?
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Q. 24 What is the concept of the Universe according to Jainism?

Ans. The concept of the Universe has always intrigued mankind from the beginning of civilization.
Who created the universe? why was it created? when was it created? what is the shape of the
universe? Such questions boggied the minds of the people. The result of these deliberations gave rise
to number of theories and one of them is Jain metaphysics.

According to Jaina metaphysics the universe is an uncreated entity which has always been in
existence and shall always remain in existence. There was neither any beginning of the universe nor
there is going to be any end. In other words the universe was neither created nor will it be ever
destroyed. Since the universe was not created the question of creator does not arise. The universe is a
self evident and self existent entity, Regarding the shape of the universe the Jains hold the view that it
resembles a man standing with his feet apart and arms tucked on the waist. When we see the diagram
of the Jain Universe we are reminded that each one of us holds the same universe within ourseff. The
microcosm is the replica of the macrocosm,

As shown in the diagram the bottom part of our body represents Ahimsa-non violence, the heart
section represents the four types of birth i.e. heaven, human, animal, and hell. The head represents
Right faith, Right knowledge, Right conduct - the means to liberation and lastly the top of the head call
the crown symbolizes the abode of the liberated souls (Siddhas). If one sits for meditation and reflects
on the universe within, one can manifest these qualities that is of the self in one’s life. We may ask a
question to ourself, “Am | non-violent in my thoughts, words and action?” “Am | behaving like an angel or
& human-being or like an animal or a heli-being?" Am | pursuing the path of Right faith, Right knowledge
and Right conduct?” When the answers to these questions satisfy our conscience then the radiance of
the Siddhas will descend upon us and light our way to liberation, as the presence of the sun illumines
the earth and removes darkness.

Thus the Jain Universe symbolizes that wandering soul can achieve Moksha-fiberation through
Right faith, knowledge, conduct and practice of ahimsa.

THE JAIN UNIVERSE

Abadne of Ihe . ) )
Liberatec Souls Righl Faith
Three Paths
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Right Conduct
Heaven Righ! Knowledge
Fout Human
Destinies
Animal
Hell

Mo Vinlenca

Q. 25 Which are the substances that constitute the Universe?
Ans. According to the Jain metaphysics there are six substances called Shad dravyas that
constitute the universe. All the substances continue functioning within themselves by their own nature

+F T+X IoX T+X I+X IeX L4X
oI T+ T¢I Io1 ZoI eI oI



5-TAT Xwl IoI I+ Xol Kol XoX ]
448 I4X InE Iek InX IsX 14X ZoX IoX

independently in the universe. There are two important concepts in Jain metaphysics that needs
understanding before we understand the substances - the astikayas and dravyas. The term astikaya is a
compound word made up of asti and kaya which respectively mean existing and extensive magnitude.
Therefore astikaya mean an existing substance that has extensive magnitude. Dravya means a
real(substance) that is fluent or changing. The astikaya are five namely Jivastikaya, Pudgalastikaya,
Dharmastikaya, Adharmastikaya and Akashastikaya. The sixth substance kala is not an astikaya. Now
let us deal with each substance separately.

1. Jivastikaya (Living beings) : The most important and central element or substance of the
universe is the animate living substance called the soul or Atma. There are infinite number of souls in
this universe and each has a separate and unique identity. Since time immemorial the souls have co-
axisted with the universe and wil forever co-exist. The innate quality of these souls is consciousness i.e,
knowledge. This attribute distinguishes the animate being from the rest of the five substances which
have no CoNsciousness.

2. Pudgalastikaya (Matter) : Matter is non-living, inanimate and non-conscious substance which
has form and can be touched, tasted, smelled, seen and heard. In fact this is the only substance with
form out of the six.

3. Dharmastikaya (Principle of motion) : This principal is known as ether in science. It helps the
Jiva and pudgala in their movement just as water helps the fish to move about. The tendency of
movement is present in both. With the help of dharmastikaya movement occurs in living substances and
matter and thus ali things move and keep going forward.

4. Adharmastikaya (Principle of rest) :This substance is instrumental in helping the Jivas and
pudgala to be still, to rest, to stand and to sit. This principle enables the soul and matter te remain
stationary at one place just as the shade of a tree enables the traveler to take rest. If there was no
principle of adharmastikaya soul and matter would continue to move forever. The principle of motion and
principle of rest are exclusively Jain concepts and are not found in other schools of thought,

5. Akashastikaya (Space) : The fifth consiituent of the universe is space. The characteristic of
space is to give room to accommodate the other substances. The special feature of space is that it is
not restricted to the universe called lok like the other five substances but the space extends to the non-
universe {alok). Alok is vast boundiess space where Jiva, pudgala, dharma, adharma and kala do not
exist. The space in the universe is called lokakash.

6. Kala (Time) : Time brings about change in everything. The distinctive mark of time is its quality
of causing modification in sou! and matter. A young person turns into a young person and later becomes
an old person. Here time is instrumental in bringing about this change. Time has its influence and effect
even on material things. The new changes into old and the old eventually disintegrates. Thus time is
eternal and the past, the present and the future are the different forms of time. History is the evidence of
the existence of time.

Thus to summarize all six substances we can say that all are eternal, non-interchangeable and
they can neither be added to nor subtracted. Though they are independent of each other they are
assisting and accommodating each other in action and reaction. When the sou! is struggling to free itself
from the bondage of matter, time causes the modifications and gives hope in the future, the space
provides the field, the principle of motion helps them to move and the principle of rest assists them to
take rest. -
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24 TIRTHANKAR TEERTHADHAM :
A NEW, UNIQUE AND GREAT PILGRIMAGE CENTRE

The construction work of a beautiful new pilgrimage centre is progressing
fast in the picturesque area of Kaktur near the city of Nellere in Andhra
Pradesh. The grand circular Samavasaran tempte with sky high conical tops
being constructed in red stone is sure to become the centre of attraction due to
its artistic grandeur and beauty. It is probably the tirst and only example of
architecturai perfection according to Jain school of architecture and sculpture.
The exguisite shape and form, composition of the crowns and the concept of
Kalpa-Vriksha {with-fulfitling-tree) at its centre will prove to be unique and rare.

Four attractive 51 inches high four headed idols of the last Tirthankar
Shraman Bhagavan Mahavir, the ruling diety of the tempie, will be installed
under the Kalpa-Vriksha. Twenty four, thirty inches high idols of all the twenty
four Tirthankar will also he instaied on eight circular platforms.

This unigue and attractive pilgrimage centre in the Southern India is fast
nearing completion having the construction work of peripheral complex of
buildings including library, eating centre. guest houses for pilgrims as well as
ascetics and the central temple, already completed.

With our good tuck, very soon the installation ceremony with the Anjan
Shalaka (fusing of the eyes on the idols) will be performed along with the
conclusion of the construction work with the blessing of and under the full
guidance of our spiritual leader Acharyadev Shrimad Vijay Kalapurna
Surishwar Ji M. Sa. During the installation ceremony of the new temple of Shr;
Chandraprabh Swamy in Madras the Acharya dev had performed the Anjan
Shalaka ritual of three 31" high idols; these idols have already very installed in
the central temple

We request all the resourceful Sanghas as well as individuals to extend
their full cooperation and contribution to enable us to complete this herculean
task, and thereby put your well earned wealth to a pious use.

Your contributions will speed up our work.

This pilgrimage centre, being constructed with your contribution is situated
160 k.m. from Madras on the Madras-Vijaywada National Highway No. 5, Taxis
and Autos are available at Nellore Railway Station.

Jai Jinendra
24 Tirthankar Teerthadham Trust




Pious Blessings and G

o Serving SinShasan ﬁ . I

AdhyatmaYogi Acharyadev Shrimad Vija I/I/”//I//”l” (&) awar Ji M. S.§
. 0. KAKTUR, DISTT. NELL' ' I/’ i

P.O.K 120l :

Phone : (0861) 3 _ svanmandirohosaq
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