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PREFACE
The L. D. Institute of Indology has great pleasure in publishing the .
Dandadiprakarana of Sturdc3rya (11th Century V. S.), a pupil of Drounacirya.
The work is divided into seven ‘avasaras’ and contains in all 537 Sanskrit
verses composed in varied metres. It, asits title suggests, mainly deals with
jhanadana, abhayadana, annadana and dhanadana (for the construction and

protection of Jaina temples, for the installation of Jina images and for the
multiplication and preservation of manuscripts).

. The work was first printed in our Journal SAMBODHI Volume VIIIL.
Now it is here being published separately in book—form, adding Introduc-
tion and Index of verses. It is hoped that the publication of this work
will be of considerable value and interest to students of Indian Religions
in general and Jaina Religion in particular.

L. D. Institute of Indology Nagin J. Shah
Ahmedabad-380 009 Director
22nd December 1982



INTRODUCTION
1. Critical Apparatus

The only extant manuscript of the Danuadiprakarana composed by
Stricdrya belongs to the Sanghavi Padad Jaina Jiidna Bhandira, Patan,
This Bhandara is now preserved in the Hemacandracarya Jaina Ji@na
Mandir, Patan. The manuscript is incomplete. Now it has 72 folios. The
first three folios are missing. Folios 4-6, 8, 15, 23, 25, 39, 74, 75 are
mutilated. Hence some syllables are lost to us. These missing syllables of
the verses are indicated by hyphens (-). The Ms., as we have it, has no
colophon. In the Catalogue entitled *Pattanastha Pracya Jain Bhandugariya
Grantha Suci’ published by the Oriental Institute, Baroda, this ms. is
numbered 307(7); see page 185. In the new list it is numbered 205(7). The
ms. is not dated. But on the basis of the characteristics of the script it
can be assigned to the 12th Century V. S. Nearly forty years ago Pt.
Amrutlal M. Bhojak prepared the press-copy on the basis of this ms. The
Late Agama-Prabhdkara Munirdja Shri Punyavijayaji went through this
press—copy. And on the basis of this press—copy we have edited the text
printed here.

2. Date and Importance of the Work

It is mentioned in the Brahattipanika that SUracarya composed his
Nemicaritamahakavya in 1090 V. S. Hence we can safely put the composi-
tion of the DanAdiprakarana in the last two decades of the 11th century
V. S. This period is marked by a kind of revolution in the Svetdmbara
tradition. There had existed before 11th century V.S. practice of caityavasa
by monks in the Svetambara tradition for several centuries. Finding the
rules of conduct prescribed in the Agamas very hard for them, the caityavasin
monks acknowledged their limitations and followed moderate course of
conduct. But gradually it became difficult to distinguish between moderation
and laxity. Hence, as a reaction to this, there arose in the 11th century
V. S. a group of Jaina Svetambara monks who disapproved of caityavésa
practices and advocated strict adherence to the code of conduct laid down
in the Agamas. They campaigned against the laxity prevalent among the
caityavasin monks.

Of course, tradition of pure renmunciation, true non-attachment and
study of all $§astras - Jaina as well as non-Jaina - was maintained and con-
tinued through centuries by caityavdst monks. Much has been written on
this topic. The caityavasi monks did not follow strictly the code of mon-
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astic conduct prescribed in the Jaina Agamas. As and when occasion de-
manded they adopted a course that had no sanction in the Agamas. Gradu-
ally laxity crept into the caityavdsa. So there. arose strong opposition to
this institution of caityavasa that had produced great learned dignitaries
and great practisers of penance. Again, it was caityavisin monks who had
preserved the tradition of the meaning of the Agamasitras.

As the first three folios of the present work are lost to us, the bene-
diction, the scope of the work, etc. are not available to us. Yet the
work at many places logically defends the caityavdsa institution against
the opposition, showing the propriety from various standpoints. Some
verses in defence of caityavdsa are found in avasaras VI and VII (VL. 13-
16, 19, 32-34, 40-46, 50-53; VIL 109, 112).

The above verses are in support of the caityavdsa. But at the same
time, the work praises and holds in high esteem the monks who strictly
follow the code of monastic conduct, prescribed in the Jaina Agamas.
(Avasara VI 75-107).

It is unwholesome and false preaching to run down the practice of
charity. Those who do so are described in derogatory terms (Avasara VII
1-2, 26-27). This suggests that even in the days of our author there were
some religious leaders who preached that the practice of charity (ddna)
was not worthy of being followed.

The view that worship of images of Deva involves violence is refuted
in Avasara VII 31-32. This means that in those days there were persons
who did not favour idol-worship. At that time Jaina images were adorned
with ornaments, viz. crown, tilaka, ear—ornaments (kundala), necklace, a
pair of bracelets (valaya), armlets (afigada) and chest-ornament ($rivatsa).
(Avasara IV vv 39-47).

It is well known that in the past the people and the State donated villages,
fields etc. for the maintenance of a Siva temple, etc. Similarly, the practice
of donating villages, fields, orchards with step—wells, dwelling places, shops,
etc. for the maintenance of Jaina temple was in vogue in those days
(Avasara VII 39).

Moreover, charity in respect of Jfiina, abhaya, construction of Jaina
temples, installation of Jaina images, etc. is also dealt with.

There occurs a reference to Vacaka Umisvati at two places (Avasara
11 14 and Avasara VII 87). After verse 87 of Avasara VII, 3aryis from
the PraSamarati are quoted in support of the view under consideration.
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Again, the author has borrowed one verse from the Bhagavadgita (Avasara
I1. 12). Many a statement occurring in the work may be viewed as Sans-
krit rendering of the Agamic sentences.

3. Author

Bhimadeva, a Caulukya King of Gujarat, had two maternal uncles,
One who became a Jaina monk was DroR73cdrya, and another was Saiged-
masithha. On the death of Safdgr@masithha his wife approached and requ~
ested Drondcarya to teach her son Mahipala various Sastras. So, DronZci-
rya taught him Grammar, Logic, Literature and Agamas. After completing
his studies Mahlplla too became a Jaina monk as his uncle had great

affection for hin. Mahipdla accepted Dronf#cdrya as his spiritual guru,
Drondcarya conferred on him the title of Acarya and named him S8récArya.

One day there arrived in the court of Bhimadeva important persons
from the court of Bhojadeva, a king of DhArZ, They recited a githd des-
cribing the marvellous qualities of king Bhoja. In reply to it SUr#clrya
composed a githX and Bhimadeva sent it to Bhoja who on reading it
was greatly impressed.

SUricdrya was a hard task master. He could not tolerate even minor
lapses on the part of his spiritual disciples, and hence used to give them
physical punishments. His disciples related their painful experiences to
DroRicarya who strongly disapproved of Suracdrya’s method. But Siirica-
rya humbly submitted that in giving them physical punishment his only
intention was to make them scholars so thorough that they could easily win
the opponents in other States. At that very moment Drondcarya asked him
if he could win the opponents in the court of Bhojadeva. He accepted the
challenge and took an oath that he would not use ghee and milk in his
diet so long as he did not win over the learned Assembly of Bhojadeva.
He reported to Bhojadeva his arrival in Dhard. He impressed Bhoja with
his learning. But Bhoja never wanted that there should be persons in the
court of any other king more learned than those in his own court. So, it
was certain that Bjoja would not let him go alive. Fortunately he could
escape and save himself with the help of Dhanapila. He went straight to
Droncdriya in Patan. For details readers are requested to refer to the
Prabhavakacarita (V. S. 1334) by Prabhdcandra, published in the
Singhi Jaina Series, No. 13 pp 152-160, Bombay.

In the Brhattippanika SUracarya’s three works are listed and noted.
They are as follows:

(1) A commentary (¥r1ti) on Virastava composed by the poet Dhanapila
Extent 225 Slokas.



(2) (a) Nemicarita-mahikavya.

“PAfiraRs’ mgrwnd §EFd nETAad AgEied gedo AN sihlSRISRISY
CUEIREL

Jaina S3hitya Sarhéodhaka Vol. I, No. 2, p. 13 (Brhattippanika Gra-
nthakram@nka 510). The Prabhiivakacarita (p. 160 v. 254) refers to this
work and writes : gMEMmasiAfrafayedidang | sfee fGaaE  sqarq &
wERE |

It is noteworthy that the ms. of this work, available to the author of the
Brhattipanika was mutilated. Tt seems it was a doublemeaning
mahakavya.

(b) Nemimah3kavyatippanaka - extent 1400 Slokas. (Brhattippanika No. 511)
(3) Danadiprakarana

“graRusi §. quEriEd garEal sEAiRa oy 3y
—Brhattippanika.

Out of these three works, ‘Danadiprakarana’ only is available to wus
and that too in one ms. only.

4. Brief Substance :

It is notworthy that this work has the literary division ‘Avasara’.
Very few works having this division has come down to us. It has in all
seven Avasaras. We give below the avasara-wise contents.

Avasara I expounds the importance of Dharma and good actions
which cause worldly and otherworldly happiness and finally lead to even
Liberation.

Avasara II extensively deals with charity in respect of J#gna and
emphatically pronounces that this charity is superior to all other charity.
Knowledge of what is heya (things to be avoided) and what is upadeya
(things to be accepted) is essential and basic for the spiritual progress.
Knowledge purifies mind, speech and body, and leads to non-attachment.
Hence the importance of the words of Jina, embodying knowledge, is
stressed; mode of acquiring knowledge from the spiritual teacher is expla-
ined; importance of the teacher is pointed out; venerableness of the lear-
ned is emphasised; exhortation for acquiring knowiedge is made; benefits
of knowledge are recounted; thirst for knowledge is praised, futility of
the life of man devoid of knowledge is demonstrated; and glory of Jfiana
is sung.
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Avasara II discusses charity in respect of fearlessness (abhayadana),
Hence it classifies living beings, recognises the dcesire-to-live in all living
beings, enumerates bad consequences of violence, - advises to cultivate
compassion for all living beings, contains a sermon on compassion and
points out good consequences of the deeds inspired by compassion.

Avasara IV is devoted to the exposition of charity in respect of food
(annadana), construction of Jina temples, installation of Jina images, book
copying, etc. Importance of giving food to the needy is stressed and vari-
ous good consequences of this act are pointed out. It is said that money
liberally expended on building temples, installing Jina images, fecilitating
fourfold religious order and copying and preserving books liberates one
from the cycle of birth and death. It exhorts one to construct Jina temples,
glorfies the act and enumerates fruits one enjoys as a result of it. The
acts of getting Jina images carved out and installed are praised and their
fruits are mentoned. Worship of Jina images with ornaments, water, sandle-
paste, etc. is lauded. Importance and good consequences of Rathayatra
are also dealt with. At one place necessity of inner purity is stressed.

Avasara V describes the nature of Agamas preached by one devoid
of attachment (vitardga) as also the nature of one who is free from all
defilements, viz. ignorance, attachment, etc. It refutes the Mimamsaka
view that Vedas are authorless. It points out the importance of the words
of Jina, as also of copying and preserving Jinigamas. [t deals with ane-
kantavada (doctrine of non—onesidedness), truth, karma theory etc. It is
noteworthy that it refutes the view that Logic, Grammar, etc. (what we
normally call secular sciences) are not dharmasdtras. The author wants
his fellow monks not to neglect the study of these sciences, under the
wrong impression that they are §astras having no connection whatsoever with
Dharma (Religion). Again, he advocates the study and preservation of
non-Jaina works also,

Avasara VI relates the greatness of Jaina order, points out the fruits
of the worshipping the same, declares loftiness of Jaina monks, advocates
indifference towards the monks of loose character, enumerates defects of
the view of these who discriminate betwcen menks, calling some deserving
and others otherwise, preaches compassion: for coreligionists, points out
the defects of rarigraha, praises Jaina monks who have renounced parigraha,
advises to look after the n=seds of monks and exhoris to give lood etc.
in charity to the poor and miserable.

[

Avasara VII reproves those who are against charity, refutes the view
that as worship of Jina involves violence it should not be practised,
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reveals the good that results from the worship of Jina, supports religious
activities even though they involve @rambha, ctc, and stresses the importance
of devotion to Jaina monks.

5. Acknowledgement

Though the manuscript is corrupt we have tried to make the text as
flawless as possible. We are especially grateful to Late Agama-Prabhikara
Muniraja Shri Punyavijayaji who generously gave us the copy which he
had got prepared on the basis of the ms. already mentioned.

2 October, 1982 Amrutlal M. Bhojak
Nagin J. Shah,
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