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“Tn the eleventh and twelveth centuries the Jain Religion was the
cheif form of worship of the highest classes in Central India and the
remains of temples and images belonging to this sect are with all over
the agency ”
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9 Imperial Gazetteer of India Vol. 1X, 1908 A.D,, Page 353.
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“The age statistics show that the Jainas, who are the richest and best
nourished community, live the longest, while the Animists and Hindus
show the greatest fecundity,” (Page 348.)
..-.Omitting Christians and others (chiefly Parsis) Jainas are the best

educated community 109 being Literate, while Mosalmans come next
with 89, followed by Hindus with 3% (Page 348).
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He (Dunger Singh) was a great patron of the Jaina faith and held
the Jainas in high esteem. During his eventful reign the work of
carving Jaina images on the rock of the fort of Gwalior was taken in
hand; it was brought to completion during the reign of his Successor
Raja Karansingh (or Kirtisingh). All around the base of the fort, the
magnificent statues of the Jaina pontiffs of antiquity gaze from their
tall niches like mighty guardians of the great fort and its surrounding
landscape. Babur was much annoyed by these rock sculptures as to
issue orders for their destruction in 1557 A.D.
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“They have hewn the solid rock of this Adiva and sculptured out
of it idols of longer and smaller size. On the south part of it is a
large size which may be about 40 feet3 in height. These figures are
perfectly naked without even a rag to cover the parts of generation.
Adiva¥ is far from being a mean place, on the contrary, it is extremely
pleasant. The greatest fault consists in the idol figures all about it.
I directed these idols to be destroyed.”
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2  Romance of the fort of Gwalior. (1931) Pages 19-20.

2 Murry’s Northern India, Page 381-382.
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% Asiatic Researches Vol.1X, Page 213.
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The (Jaina) rock sculptures of Gwalior are unique in northern
India, as well for their number, as for their gigantic size.
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Round the base of Gwalior-fort are several enormous figures of the
Jaina Tirthankaras or pontiffs which vie in dignity with the colossol
effigies of that greatest of all self advertisers, Ramses II, who plastered
Egypt with records of himself and his acheivements. These Jaina
statues were excavated from 1440-73. A.D.
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f Murry’s Northern India, Pages 381-382.
3 ‘Gwalior’ published by the publicity Deptt. Indian state Rly. 1956.






