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““Somte Challenges before the [ s Nileshbhai
‘four fold Jain community in | is Jain Scholar

modern times, their estimated | & Emeritus
repercussions and possible Somaiya College,

solutions as per my perspective | Ghatkopar-

Mumbai.
 Dr. Nilesh Dalal [_ o2t

Some Challenges before the four fold Jain community
in modern times, their estimated repercussions and possible
solutions as per my perspective. -

Like any other community, contemporary Jain
community too faces a host of problems. Some problems
are similar to those faced by other communities. They arise
due to the innate nature of human beings, prevailing
political - social - economic conditions and the drastic
changes that have occurred due the of the impact of
scientific and technological revolution. On the other hand,
certain problems are specific to Jain community due to its
accepted belief system, culture and tradition. |

(1) There is a sever dscordance between the religious
aspect of life and that of pursuance of means of livelihood.
Life has become compartmentalised. Hence the relious
aspect of life is segregated from the routine life. The great -
ideals of compassion, non-possession etc remain restricted
to the practice of a couple of religious rites and rituals while
these ideals are grossly undermined while engaging in one’s
means of livelihood in particular and leading life in general.

Such lack of integration results in a sort of split personality
N ayy W
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which is disastrous both for the individual and the society.

(2) The Jain Sadhu sangh and sadhavi sangh have
become lack lustre and are plagued by a number of stifling
conditions. These two sanghas are the most important
human resource of Jaina Community. In order to rejuvenate
and empower the earnest members of these groups, first a
thorough diagnosis of the maladies of members of these
sanghas is a desideratum. The task is extremely.delicate and
needs utmost care lest it should disturb peace and harmony
in the society. Dedicated teams of psychologist,_counsellbrs,
health care personal and such other experts need to be
entrusted this herculean task of survey, analysis and
suggestion of remedial steps to cure the maladies.

(3) Medicines, food products, cosmetics, ensembles,
totletries etc. procured from the market are more often than
not such that in the production and distribution chain there
is something or the other that is not conducive to the ideal
Jaina way of life. What the Jain aspirant can do is to avoid
such things as far as possible. If in case s/he needs to use
any such goods s/he can utilize the information about the
ingredients and processes involved in the production of
such items so that s/he can avoid those that are contrary to
a non-violent way of life.

(4) There is an excessive pfe_occupation with rituals in
certain Jaina groups while certain other groups rest satisfied
with intellectual discussions over philosophic and spiritual'.

topics. Lopsided approach is degenerative and harmful
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hence an intpgrated approach needs to be adopted. True
spirituality consists in an enlightened approach and life lead
in accordance with it. Relentless endeavour to know the
Truth and the Ultimate goal of life and adhere to it, Self
discipline, dedication to pursue the higher goals of life,
compass.ion towards all living creatures etc are the
hallmarks of a truly religious life. _

< (5) Involvement in activites characterised as Anartha
danda (superfluous and inconsequential but harmful for
one’s wellbeing) is rampant in the society. All categories of
individuals get involved in such activities. Quite a few
games, entertainment channels, print and electronic media,
political leaders etc instigate hatred and unwholesome
emotions in people. To be totally cut off from all these is
well neigh impossible. Eternal vigilanc.e on one’s own part
is the best way to protect one’s self from anartha danda.

(6) Significant amount of wealth that is collected by
charitable trusts and associations remain unutilised while
much is wasted over trivial activities due to the following
reasons : _

a) Misrpanag'ement by unscrupolous, egoistic,
unir’naginativ‘e',' non-proactive, inefficient and
power hungry religious and social leaders.

b) Lack of foresight to understand and / or concern
to 'prioritize upon the long term genuine
requirements for the wellbeing of society,

‘humanity and living fraternity at large.
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c)

d)

Non-flexible earmarking of the amount procured

through donations. Due to lack of flexibility, huge

un-utilised surplus goes on mounting under certain

heads while certain other heads normally fall short

of funds. Paucity of funds under certain heads do

lead to situations where routine welfare activities

also suffer so expansion of such benevolent

activities by those trusts obiriously become almost

impossible. -

In order to satisfy the ego of reiigious leaders, new

places of worship come up very close to already

existing ones fesulting in injudicious and wasteful

spending of the commufiity’s scarce resources.

Mind boggling amount is spent over parties hosted

for marriages and religious functions. Organizers fail

to understand that it is essential to curtail such expenses

or even skip such events all together and instead make

available funds for more important projects like :

(i) Education - Value education and secular

education

(i) Providing technical training and
apprenticeship facilities to the youth

(iii) Subsidised Medical facilities and health
insurance '

(iv) Afforadable Housing facilities

(v) Preservation and digitization of thousands of

books kept in jaina bandanas

U™ quo W
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(vi)

{vii)

(vii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii).

 (xiv)

Editing and publication of valuable jaina
literature y _ .
Preservation and maintenance of jaina places
of worship ‘

Guidance and coaching for competitive
examinations of national and state leavel
Guidance and coaching for cracking entrance
exams for medical, engineering, and other
professional courses

Leadership training

Match making and marriage counselling
Setting up youth organizations for
channelling their energy in socially acceptable
activities and leading to persohal and social
wellbeing ‘

General public welfare activities

Ofganizing special task force to brief
authorities about issues of jaina community

~ and animal welfare.

(7} Involvement in activities leading to large scale

destruction of natural resources and submission to the

demands of consumerism are toatally against the Jaina _

ideals. These have become so rampant, that special and

conscious efforts are required in order to save ohe’s self from

getting involved in their mire. Judicious acceptance of the

vows of Ahimsa, Parigraha pariman (voluntary curtailment

of material possessions) and upbhoga paribhoga pariman

U qua M
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(self imposed restriction in use of various types of luzury
items and even items of normal daily use) and adherence
~ to these vows in the right spirit can go a long way In
rescuing the individuals would provide an eXample- of how
life ought to be lived so that the harm to the environment
is reduced to the minimum. |

(8) Jainism has recognised 6 external modes of
austerities and 6 internal modes. In the Jain community
today, fasting which is one of the modes of austerity is
overemphasised while the other modes of ausutirites are
grssly ignored. Particulary the internal modes of austurities
which are infact primary and vital for one’s spiritual progress
are by and large ignored. This skewed and imbalanced
relationship between the external and internal modes of
aus.terities should be set right.

(9) Particularly in urban settlements, the seniour citizen
and handicapped individuals face a serious problem of
commutation from their home to place of worship and vice
versa. Dedicated teams of volunteers should be enrolled who
can assist the seniors / handicapped in this matter.

(10) Religious education needs to be addressed in right
earnest. Quite a few changes have been brought about by
different organizations, educationists and teachers working
in this field but most changes are methodological rather
than fundamental. The current religious education results
in indoctrination rather than enlightenment. The harm done

by indoctrination and brain washing on the psyche of a
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small child is enormous. Bigotry and intolerance are perhaps
the greatest enemies of peaceful co-existence and a life
dedicated to truth. Course material of religious educational
books should be amended or even re-written so as to weed
out sectarian and such other elements that are detrimental
to peace and wellbeing in the society. The attitude of
impressing over the child’s mind that the concepts, theories,
doctrines and practices etc stated in a particular text are the
whole and’ the only truth should be abandoned by all
concerned but particularly by the educationist. The child
should be encouraged to explore different alternatives
pertaining to a particular topic with an unbiased mind so
that s/he may be trained in the art of objective assessment
of available inputs to ascertain the truth.

(11) Doubt, non-acceptance of any view without being
intellectually: convinced about its veracity, rejection of even
minor -items mentioned in Jaina scriptures etc. are
considered transgression of faith. Hence such tendencies are
discouraged and threatened by instigating fear of eternal
doom. This obviously demands sheepish mentality
acceptihg whatever is written in the scripture at its face
value. Actually, there is a need to discriminate between the
core principles of morality, religion and spirituality on the
one hand and the ancillary items in the precept. On should
certainly emphasise the core and benevolent principles and
adhere to thein to the highest extent possible while other

ideas, practices, etc that have been instituted due to
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historical, geographical and such occasional factors should
be modified as per the demands of time and place to safe
guard the core principles. The out dated subsidiary
principles can even be discarded if and when adherence to
themi become contrary to the core principles. Unbiased
critical analysis, scientific approach, comparative study to
understand how a particular problem or issue is tackled by
other schools of thought and to accept that view which
appears to be most plausible are the true halimarks of an
objective study and genuine concern for truth. This indeed
is closest to the Jaina spirit as enshrined in the doctrines of
Anekanta, Syadvad and nayavada. Fortunately for the avid
seeker of truth, print and electronic media have made
available substantial amount of comparative and critical
literature on almost every field. Surveying the relevant
material sympathetically yet objectively and with a critical
acumen can clear the cobwebs of ingnorance and blind
adherence to unwholesome beliefs and practices.

(12) The Jaina code of conduct prohibits the
householder from engaging in 15 types of occupations that
are considered detrimental to spiritual wellbeing. In the
modern world, it is hard to adhere to this precept as alomost
all occupations and avenues of investment are linked in
some way or the other to one or more of these 15 prohibited
occupations. The way out of this situation is probably to
ighore the scruples related to the prohibited list in order to

clear the conscience and tackle the problem by addtessing
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it from the opposite direction. The aspirant needs to institute
a through soul searching to ascertain how much of material
prosperity is necessary for pacifying one’s own lure for the
material and for fulfilling one’s family and social
responsibility. Addressing the issue of material prosperity
from “within” rather than from “without” would naturally
set one’s priorities right. The overwhelming fascination for
material gains would be torn asunder and a fresh approach
to address the question of livelihood would evolve. The
resultant choice of means of livelihood would be more eco
friendly and conducive to a non-violent way of life.

(13) There is a huge gap between the haves and have-
nots in the Jain cbmmunity. Humanitarian projects need to
be taken up and executed in-order to address the problems
of housing, health care, nourishment and education of
members of the lower middle class in particular.

(14) Hardly any households practicing Jainism reside
in the vicinity of certain Jaina places of worship. In order
to change the scenario the following can be done: i) Pilot
projects may be taken up to transplant Jaina settlements
wherein vocational and carreer options and housing facility
are made available to those who are willing to migrate and
relocate their households to such settlements, ii) Religious
functions may be organized in such areas along with special
programs of public welfare like health check up, distribution
of kits for primary education etc. Proper care should be

aken to ensure that such activities do not become a pretext
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for converting non-jains into jains.

(15) As per the traditional interpretation of Jaina code
of conduct for the recluse, Sthe is supposed to limit her/
his universe of activities only to the spiritual and religious
arena. Every form of worldly activity leads to harm to one
form of living being or other. Hence, due to the fear of
becoming instrumental in getting involved in violence, or
being considered to have'transg'ressed the prescribed code
of conduct, s/he keeps away from even humanitarian
activities all though her/his heart may yearn for an active .
participation in such activities. There is a clear bias in favour
of the ideal of Nivritti. Renunciation or nivritti is considered
inevitable for becoming free from all Karmans. Pravritfi is
considered to be the cause of bondage of Karman. Even
activities performed for humanitarian purpose are
considered outside the ambit of the jaina recluse as all
worldly activities are inevitably inter twined with emotions,
inauspicious or auspicious;

This problem can be solved by forming an
intermediary class. Individuals who are interested mainly in
public welfare activities, propagation of ethical, religious and
spiritual doctrines and practice can be enrolled in this
intermediary class. The code of conduct for the members
of this class should be such that they can participate in
secular public welfare activities and projects whole
heartedly without any encumbrances of family ties on the

one hand nor suffer from scruples of having violated any
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vows meant for the Jaina recluse on the other. Some Jaina
sects have already made such a provision. Others should
follow suit.

(16) Comprehensive databases of members of Jaina
community need to be maintained wherein information of
financial conditions, marital status, age, sex, geographical
area of residence, etc. should be incorporated. Information
retrieved from such database can be utilized for
implementing schemes like subsidized health care facility,
economy housing schemes, employment schemes, marriage
match making, empanelment of professionals for charitable
organizations etc. '

(17) Compassion towards the needy human beings
should be given priority over other creatures, but it is often
noticed that while insects, birds and animals are treated
with a lot of compassion, human beings are ignored and
their genuine primary needs also remain un addressed.
Human beings in distress and agony are left to fend for
themselves under the cover.of the law of Karman while
welfare activities for other creatures gain priority in
allocation of respurces.

It is hoped that brainstorming sessions are initiated at
different levels to find solutions for the multifarious
problems of Jain community and implement the same to the

extent possible to revitalize and empowe the community.
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Just as a threaded needle does not
get lost even when it falls on the ground,

Similarly the soul with knowledge of scriptures
is not lost in the world of birth and death.
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