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RESURRECTION OF THE JNANA-BHANDARS
AT PATAN

AND

APPRECIATION OF THE WORK OF THE JAIN SAINT
HEMACANDRA

It was more than half a century ago that
Drs, PerersoN, BUEHLER, Buav  Dap,
Buanparkar  and other oriental scholars
carried on extensive searches, for the collection
of all the available Mss, of old Sanskrit and
Prakrit works at central places like Poona and
Bombay where they could be easily available
to research students. In the course of their
itineraries Drs. PETErRsoNn and Burmrer had
come to know that there were large collections
of such Mss, in the private houses of some of
the Jain inhabitants of Patan in North Gujarat,
Although their attempts. to persuade their
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possessors to hand over their literary treasures for
safe preservation to the then Government of
Bombay had failed, they had in their respective
reports made appreciative references to them.
The Government of His Highness Sir Savajiraa
Gaikwar  in whose  territory  Patan s
situated, though not prepared to exert any
pressure on the said Jains with a view to inducing
them to part with their precious heritage, be it
even for the benefit of the world of scholars as
a whole, did once manage to persuade them to
allow the late Mr, C. D. Darar, a Jain scholar
at the Sanskrit library at Baroda, to examine all
the Mss. and take such copious notes from them
as to enable him to prepare an exhaustive and
up-to-date catalogue thereof. This scholar did not
unfortunately live long enough to prepare such
a cutalogue and publish it, but the task that he
had left incomplete was completed by his successor
Pandit Larcuann and the projected catalogue
has been recently published inthe G. O. Series.

It could be gathered from the notes that
Mr. Daran had made that some very valuable
Mss. had been partially eaten up by white ants
and that if proper steps were not taken to house
the remaining ones suitably there was the danger
of their similar destruction, The Government of
His Highness on being apprised of this appointed
a committee with a view to making recommenda-
tions for taking proper steps to prevent that
catastrophe. As the Jain community at Patan as
a whole was unwilling to hand over the collections
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to the State, the committee recommended that
the rich amongst the Jain inhabitants of the
Patan should be persuaded to raise a subscription
amongst themselves in order that all the existing
Mss. can be safely kept in an ant-proof building.
The Baroda Government took steps without delay
to act upon the recommendations of the committee.
As a result thereof a spacious, beautiful and
imposing structure standing on a plinth more
than 10 feet above the level of the adjoining
ground and containing three scientifically con-
structed ant-proof rooms with steel-doors like
those of safes was erected on a piece of land
close on the east to the compound of the famous
Pancasara temple which is traditionally believed
to enshrine the idol of the first Tirthankar
Parshvanatha which Vanaraj Chavada, who founded
Anahilpur Pataa, is reputed to have brought with
himself from Pancasara in Kathiawar,

The completion of this temple of knowledge
which by a strange coincidence of identity of
names serves to commenorate not only the name
of Sheth Hemachand MonanLa  who has
borne the major portion of the financial burden
involved in getting it erected but also that of
the Saint Hemacandra, the literary adviser of
the Solanki King Siddharaj Jayasinh and the
saviour and spiritual preceptor of his nephew
Kumarapala, who is believed to have kindled in
the heart of Siddharaj a desire to emulate the
famous Vikramaditya of Ujjain and Bhojaraj of
Dhar in the matter of extending state patronage
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to learned men without distinction of caste or
creed,

And by another strange and happy coinci-
dence the completion of this shrine of knowledge
took place about the time fixed by the Gujarati
Sahitya Parishad for the performance of a sacrifice
of knowledge as a tribute to the memory of the
saint above-mentioned in appreciation of the
pioneer work done by him towards the
consolidation of the conquests made by the said
‘two kings of the Solanki branch of the Western
Calukyas and the creation of a distinctive cultural
consciousness in the minds of the inhabitants of
the vast territory now bounded on the north
by the Aravalli mountain, on the south by the
Damanganga, on the west by the Arabian sea
~and on the east by Mewad, Dungarpur, Vansvada,
Jabua and Dhar states and the Dritish districts
of Khandesh and Nasik. The Honourable Mr.
K. M. MunsHi, the Minister for Home and Legal
Affairs of the Government of Bombay, who partly
on account of the valuable contribution that he
has made to the development of the literary and
cultural life of Gujarat and partly on account of
his admirable organizing and administrative
capacities, is the President of the said Parishad
since the commencement of its thirteenth session
held at Karachi in the Christmas week of 1937,
was naturally to be the Master of Ceremonies
at the said sacrifice, Being one of the ministers
of the Congress Government and a well-known
novelist who had already obtained a hold on
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the hearts of the youths of both sexes, it could
confidently be expected that large crowds of
persons of -both the sexes and of all ages
commencing from the one at which a desire for
knowledge grows, would be collected there. That
occasion was also naturally Jikely to attract to
Patan a fairly large number of the Gujarati
litteratenrs, both professional and amateur. His
Highness the Maharaja Gaikwar too had
consented to grace the occasion by his presence.
The leading men of the local Jain community there-
{ore thought it expedient to seize that psychological
moment to get the opening ceremony of that
temple of knowledge performed about the same
time as the sacrifice by Mr, MuxsHa:r  himself,
It was accordingly arranged that three of the
Easter holidays in this year should be utilized
for these purposes and that the first of them
should be devoted to the opening ceremony and
the next two to the sacrifice of knowledge.
Experience has proved that the decision
was a wiseone, The spacious and well-decorated
Mandap erected for the performance of the
ceremony in the big open space adjoining
on the west of the temple to be opened, was
not only filled to its utmost capacity but arrange-
ments had to be made for installing one loud-
speaker in the open space in front of :the hall
and another in that adjoining the street leading
to the hall and the Mandap and besides the
leading literary lights of Gujarat and the principal
hosts the seating accommodation on the dais
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at its northern end was occupied by several
distinguished guests and the members of the
state deputation headed by Dr. B, BHATTACHARYA,
Director of the Oriental Institute, Baroda.
Another raised platform to the west was occup-
ied by a large number of Jain Sadhus who
spend their life-time in the study of their religious
literature and in the practice of penances for
their souls’ uplift.

After the Chairman of the Reception
Committee had read his address and requested
the Honourable Mr. Munsur to open the building
the latter before doing so made a speech in
which he expressed his pleasure at being asked
to perform the opening ceremony of the temple
of knowledge which was to house the rich
collection of nearly 15000 Mss, which, though
preserved religiously for several centuries by the
devout Jains, stood in need of a central scienti-
fically-constructed building in which they could
be kept without fear of further damage by damp,
white-ants etc. and expressed a hope that instead
of jealously guarding that precious national
treasure in their possession or simply keeping it
as a museum, they would be liberal enough to
throw it open to all scholars irrespective of caste
or creed, allow copies of any of the Mss, to be
taken and give sufficient facilities to any scholars
who found it necessary to stay at Patan for some
time and pursue their study for the benefit of
the enlightened public. After he formally declared
it open, Sheth HemcuaND MoHANLAL announced
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that the Committee of Management of the jnana
Mandir aad already decided to allow a free use
to be made of the valuable Mss. there and that
if any scholars so desired, facilities would be
given to them for taking copies of any of them
and staying in Patan for the purpose of study.

The function was over at about 5-15 p. mw.
The president and the delegates took an oppor-
tunity to make a pilgrimage to the Rani Vav
and Sahasralinga Talav, parts of which have
been recently excavated by the Archacological
Department of H. H. the Gaikwar, The excavated
portion of that lake which was the glory of
Patan and a place of pilgrimage for ail devout
Hindus during the times of the Solanki and
Waghela Kings of Anahilwad Patan gives an
idea of the vast expanse of the purely pre-
Mahomedan Saivite type of architecture, in which
the art of sculpture does not seem to have at
all suffered in its growth though subordinated to
religion. Iistory records that the water of this
lake was ever kept fresh by counecting it with
the river Saraswati to the north by a stone-
built canal and this excavation testifies to the
truth of that record.

The sacrifice of knowledge as a tribute to the
memory of the Saint Hemacandra commenced in
the morning cf the 8th instant, in the same
Mandap, and lasted till 12 noon on the 9th with
agreeable breaks on the former date for a



¢ - yovauedl g wRkug

sojourn to Modhera in the afternoon and for
- some mental diversion in the form of Garba
dances in circles provided by one group of ladies
of the town and another of those who had come
from Bombay and other places and in that of
Duha-singing and story-telling done by a
Gadhavi and Mr. Raichura of Kathiawar, Speaker
alter speaker mounted the rostrum erected in
the middle of the Mandap, and offered vocal
oblations each according to his fund of knowledge
to the great soul who had departed from this
world more than nine centuries ago but after
having lived upto a ripe old age of 85 vyears,
nearly 65 out of which had been devoted to the
dissemination of knowledge orally to his contem-
poraries and by his compositions of ever-lasting
value to the future generation. There can be no
doubt that his name will be on the lips of learned
men upto the last days in this manvantara in
which the Sanskrit and Prakrit languages will be
studied, whether it be in this land of his birth
or in any other land on this wide terrestrial
globe. Some took a general survey of his literary
work while others expatiated on the peculiar
merits of some one or other of his works which
cover a very wide and varied field of human
interest and comprise one and a half crore of
verses, Those which formed the subject of
frequent mention at their hands were his Sidd/a-
Hema, a work on Sanskrit and Prakrit grammar,
Kumarapalacarita, a biographyof his royal pupil,
Duvyashraya a work of Jain logic, Skabdanushasana,
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Linganushasana, and Deshinamamala, works on
linguistics, 7vishashthishalakapurushacarita, life-
stories of 63 great men of Bharatavarsha and
Yogaskastra, a treatise on the practice of Yoga accor-
ding to Jain tradition. Lengthy and variegated as
were these tributes to that Saint of Sarasvati, his
soul, which, seemed to have sent an inspiration to
the descendant of Bhrigu who was the chief priest
at that sumptuous sacrifice, did not seem to have
been satiated chereby, for there was one life~
mission of his on which the streams of scholars
speaking on two successive days had not laid

proper emphasis and that was bound to be so,
for, who else but the author of the “ Torch~

bearers of Gujarat,” the “ Master of Gujarat,”
and “ Gujarat and its Literature,” could have
conceived the idea of the said saint and savant of
the latter half of the 11thcentury and the former
of the 12th, having firmly implanted the seeds of
the distinctive culture of Gujarat, which grew up
into two generically identical yet nevertheless
specifically distinguishable plants in the 15th
century and became matured into fully expanded
blossoming and fruit-bearing trees in the 17th?
Yes ! The Jain Sadhus traditionally knew Hema-
candra as one of the great exponents of their
sectarian philosophy, PeTeErsoN and BUEHLER
coming in the 19th century discovered in him
the savant of all-India fame but it was left for
MunsHI to discover in himin the 20th century
the spiritual grandfather of Gujarat. A sacrifice
organized mainly to bring into bold relief this
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little-known aspect of his life-work would not be
complete without emphasising it. And so, after
the Dewan, the representative of the State,
expressed his appreciation of the work of the
Sahitya Parishad under the leadership of Mr.
MuxsHy, up rose that slim figure with small
care-worn eyes, clad in snow-white khaddar-
garments, politely taunted the scholars who had
stood up to pay a tribute to the memory of the
great man by saying that he himself was not
a savant but a novelist and a statesman that
when at the Karachi session of the Sahitya
Parishad Sammelan he moved a resolution to
celebrate the Jayanti of Hemacandra he had par-
ticularly in view not that great man’s contribu-
tion to the development to the Sanskrit and
Prakrit literatures but the foundation laid by
him of the structure which we so dearly call
our Gujarat, and which Narmad and Khabardar
have acclaimed in sonorous and soul-stirring
verses and that the said service was in his
eyes greater than his literary contribution and
therefore deserved to be emphasised more than
the latter, It there at least remained a mystery
from what historical source he had picked up
that idea. It was enough for him to say that
he had conceived it ever since he wrote his
* Torch-bearers of Gujarat ” and deserved to
be broadeast in this manner. The inquisitive can
find that idea  somewhat elaborated and
supported by broad references to Duyashraya and
Kumarapalacarita in Section IV of Chapter IV

3
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of his ‘ Gujarat and its Literature.” This offering
of a cocoanut at the altar of the goddess
Sarasvati by the chief priest marked the comple-
tion of the sacrifice of knowledge. Her devotees.
who had gathered at her shrine thereafier par-
took of her Prasada and then commenced their
exodus in groups to their respective homes.

Looking to the success which attended Mr,
Muwsur’s efforts on this memorable occasion, who-
can differ from the words of the veteran Dewan
Bahadur Krishnalal  Juavery, which he had
expressed while proposing that the Honourable Mr,
Muwsui should be asked to preside overthe func-
tion, namely, that the latter deserved that honour
because he could not ouly conceive novel ideas
but also possessed the requisite skill and resource-
fulness to see that they were implemented in
such an impressive and adroit manner that even
the doubting Thomases were uitimately drawn
in to join in the chorus “ Hail Mu~sur, "

P. C. Divaniji
New Indian Antiquary,
Voi H, May 1939, pp. 122-123,
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The Hon’ble Mr. Munshi, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. Inthis great gathering of Gujarati scholars,
I am perhaps the only Bengali intruder who is
unable to address you in Gujarati, I, therefore,
crave your indulgence, and seek your-permission
to speak in English,

2. As one of the senior members of the
delegation sent to this Conference by the Govern-
ment of Baroda, I associate myself with the
object of the Conference and join with you in
the warm tribute that is paid to the celebrated
savant Acharya Hemacandra Suri, and to Sheth
Hemchand Mohanlal who perpetuates his meniory

by donating a palatial building for housing old
manuscripts of Patan.
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3. So much has already been said about
Acharya Hemachandra that it is hardly necessary
for me to dilate on that topic here. 1 shall
therefore touch a few points which perhaps escaped
the notice of previous speakers. It paiped me
to see that no reference has been made to the
interest the Ruling House of the Gaekwar took
in the manuscripts deposited in the Patan
Bhandars, particularly by the late Maharaja
Sayaji Rao, The Third.

4, If my memory serves me right, even
before my birth in 1892, when oriental scholar-
ship was in its infancy, His Highness sent Mr,
Manilal Nabhubhai Dwivedi to examine the
Patan Bhandars. He examined everything that
was shown to him and compiled a nominal
catalogue of the manuscripts which was later
published. This was really the first exhaustive
catalogue,

5. Later, in the year 1914, the then Sanskrit
librarian, Mr. C. D. Dalal was sent to Patan
under orders of the Maharaja with a view to
publish a descriptive catalogue indicating beginn-
ings and ends of works, colophons and subject-
matter. The Officer worked hard for months and
took hurried notes which were later developed
by his successor in office. The first volume
describing all palm-leaf manuscripts was published
in the year 1937.

6. Again, in 1933, under orders of His
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Highness a Committee consisting of the Vidyad-
hikari, two members of the Oriental Institute
and a few new non-officials was sent to Patan
to report to him the condition of the manuscripts
and their preservation. At that time it was
diseovered that several valuable manuscripts in
the Khetarwasi Bhandar were destroyed by ants,
and leaves were glued together and thus lost.
The Committee under the circumstances recom-
mended to Govrnment that a separate building
where all manuscripts could be accomodated should
be built,

7. DBesides these, it was under the orders
of the Maharaja, the Gaekwar’s Oriental Series
was started primarily with a view to publish
important manuscripts as may be found suitable,
from the Bhandars, This Series, at a modest
estimate has published nearly 25 manuscripts
obtained from Patan alone,

8. The most important work to be published
in the series with material solely derived from
Patan Bhandars is perhaps the Zwlvasangraha
of Santarakshita with the commentary of Kamala-
sila, both professors at Nalanda in the 8h Century
A. D. This original Buddhist work in the Sanskrit
was entirely lost in India, but there was a
Tibetan - translation of it in the Tangyur
collection, It is a voluminous work of 20,000
verses, and perhaps the only work where
Yogacara doctrines are elaborately treated.
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9. Another work of importance is the
Nyayapraasha which is usually attributed to the
famous Buddhist savant, Dinnaga. This work is
on logic, and was entirely lost in the original.
Translation of the work existed in  Tibetan,
Chinese and  japanese. The Manuscript  was
supplied by Patan in the original with one
convnentary and a sub-commentary,

10. The Kavyamimanse of Rajashewhara was
another work which came from the Patan Bhan-
dars, and had to be printed thrice in the Series.
This is replete with information on social,
geographical, historical and cultural matters relat-
ing to ancient India. It is in this work that we
meet with references to literary examinations
held at capital cities like Pataliputraand Ujjayini
where famous scholars like Panini, Vyadi, Patan-
jali, Kalidasa, etc,, were examined, before they
attained univesrsal fame,

11, I do not wish to multiply instances,
but 1 hope sufficient has been said to show how
the late Maharaja was deeply and actively
interested in the Bhandars, their contents and the
publication of the Manuscripts, Our Dewan
Saheb is none the less interested and even at
present he is deliberating on a scheme which
will accelerate the publication of the Jain
manuscripts,

12. T hope it will not be out of place if
I venture to make a few suggestions to the
gL
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keepers of newly-founded Jnana Mandir. Firstly,
the Mandir should acquire all the available
manuscripts in the eleven Bhandars, and in the
numerous smaller collections with private gentle-
men and Yatis. These should be catalogued not
in the old orthodox manner but on the uptodate
scientific lines. Old and fragile manuscripts are
required to be copied without delay by a staff
of competent copyists. Set of rules should be
framed for all purposes, of lending, copying,
preserving manuscripts and so forth. We have
in Baroda a fully equipped system and advantage
of that can always be taken.

13. Finally, I must thank our distinguished
President for having given mean opportunity to
say a few things I wanted to.
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