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Texts may be either autographs or they may be transmit-
ted texts, these, again, being immediate copies of auto-
graphs or copies of copies to any degree. [-See :
Encyclopeadia of Britannica, Vol. 22, pp. 6-11]

Textual Criticism, a general term given to the skilled and
methodical application of human judgment to the settle-
ment of texts. By a "text" is to be understood a document
written in a language known,.more or less, to the inquirer,
and assumed to have a meaning which has been or can
be ascertained. The aim of the “textual critic" may then
be defined as the restoration of the text, as far as pos-
sible, to its original form, if by ‘original’ form we under-
stand the form intended by its author - Encyclopedia of
Britannica, Vol. 22, pp. 6-11.
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G, ofefla usiRedl oel 21 ol guidl ol grdudl 231 oitd
sifl wuami vledl Gualdll qdl udl 5 evedl ws-o 2Rl
guinl & aseydsdl ol Gualll wi B, sRR WAL il
wighui 94 aeld guraud arqa 2aeufs dd o alguild ud
wiadl G 9, wd doll Wdidl 3ubds Rgdid 2R 24l
YrRisll seald sl 52 9. Hel [Adidl ugleail aleupdld B
Wadl il vid doil de 221ad Q4L © 8.
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dagd Aeldl wisuHlaudl el MR dl GURsRSR ARVAeed
Rad $(R22yd 6. . 133Ul il 2d dd uqudld 2qou3l
il A, o, YAAREL, adleu A dul aslls g e’
oval [aauasi dAduledl uHlld 2ugl 4R 53 8. 3 or wwiel A
Aeg udunieldl Breudlyy dld yla sl yeuldsrum W, wl 2d
ustiy Uld Yuidiaw evdl [ggadll sved g2dd 2id sve sLR1IAAL
wskiuleq sl wel adurel Guisd od. Wiq w6 W 1334l
aRdH 43 udd] 2xsd deldl wisuHlandl g Bldsy Gur ievdll
4oL €l ad uddi o s ellell £9did wcid BildiRE 5l ws1d
2dl dev SRl WAL ¢dl 4 AzuraR duiled sl e
ALkl wdeedl Wrdlael, & o 6. W 1OV @ud 9. dUi Hyd
Aelledl wismalanl s2a oliotdel o7 deais Hleds Biaidl yaqwul 8
Aedl gele w1 B, ot 3, Gl AL 20Ul oY du 1. Asuar
ol 8 § wisdwlednl graudldl dval Hgeadl «dl wol dui
Asfid uddl 2d ovadilal wisdl ssddid Herd 9. . WU
Aluio Ad gadudld daga dludidl qid wat Gl 9. e,
Al -l (Recension) syél uidldl 58 (AR ulaleilod ual
Adl. 3. (A4 graudlul Hadt eyl syel Wil sld Wsted?
L uid sld aleudt «1d aldl 2igls apdl 2Adl [{ds a4
A 56 9 dul Hial yus wsidledl duge Gur ol 2R ud
2 4wl dwdl A2 B, ¥. dal rdudlial wllddy asy wsd
diRedl ussl HidAsAl AgAR 2Yes 2iAlH Yl 4L M2
(vt sdd wrRewdl vier) deins wnalldl 34l dd @l
al A @Y wot Asaad Sadls adl 54 8.

Guisd AR o yelUl wisuMlal oield Asuya? o0 [Qarl
Wl 8 d ol adfui ul dl . ysusR wide § L M.
U, 5A widetdtt duwlul degazl yMd, uedldd wde
LA AL HAL 9, &7 AsUPERAL AUl HEA A%l 539 wah
8.
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“This may be accounted for by the fact that Indian au-
thors trust so much to their memory as to quote generally
by heart. Such slight differences, therefore, | have left
unaltered whenever they were supported by the testimony
of the best MSS." - see : Rig-Veda-Sanhita, Ed. Max
Muller, vol. I, W. H. Alilen & Co., London; Preface, p. xiv.
IBID p. xiv “In most cases a comparison with the work
from which passages were quoted served to correct the
mistakes of the comentary; while in other cases a fre-
quent recurrence of the same quotation in the Commen-
tary furnished aslo the means of correcting false readings
in the original works, or supplied, at all events, a well-
authenticated varietas lectionis".

IBID p. xiv " A similar advantage for a critical restoration
of corrupt passages was derived from the frequent repeti-
tion of the same explanations in different hymns, which

‘also made it easier to become familiar with the style of

the commentator, and his whole way of thinking and
interpreting the Veda."

IBID p. xiv "In most cases those numerous MSS. which
have been collated for classical authors have only served
to spoil the text; to make the reading of doubtful pas-
éages still more doubtful; and to give rise to a mass of
conjectural readings, based either upon the authority of
the transcriber of a MS., or upon that of an ingenious
editor.”

eld. sifaedl Ryda’ wi -

femrmifrdlvis wemmfer |

FrE T R 0l (2 - 39)

Aldl o7 2ells 8, del vl AR 5 WsidR 2Uug WOl qidal
Wi 8, - RgEd @ | vald ‘wen GWR oy [Agd ud
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ol 2t ofly wsidr dlsidlal dl fdlud WS udlenda
T (= FEug:) Guate (4oL aged] eBal uyfud ) ov,
5 5 2 U]l el ST forrre A\d) GG sifaziudl
Gyl (6oL Wiewtdl Yot O ov qvaus 8. el frgdoes
@G wsidR o slldeid avlg Qe 4y dom 8 Ay
Aeflett wmidl assl i .

‘Before MSS. can be used for critical purposes, it is
necessary that they should themselves be examined criti-
cally, in order to determine their origin, their age, and
their genealogical ramifications, and thus to fix their rela-
tive value." - see : Rig-Veda-Sanhita, Ed. Max Muller, vol.
L W. H. Allen & Co; London; Preface, p. xv.

IBID p. xv "Now, if there are for instance, certain MSS.
which omit a certain number of passages that have been
preserved in others, we may safely conclude that the
MSS. which coincide in omitting these passages flow
from the same original source. But out of the number of
Mss. which thus coincide in omitting certain sentences,
some may again differ in other characteristic passages,
and thus form new classes and subdivisions".

A catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts, at the Asiatic Soci-
ety, Calcutta, Vol. v. MS. No. 5289 / 5653.

"In the latter case, if there remain several independent
branches of MSS. the task becomes more difficult; and
as each class of MSS. rhay claim for itself the same
degree of authenticity, it becomes the duty of an editor to
choose in each particular case the reading of that class
of MSS. which may seem to him most correct, and best
in accordance with the general style of the author.” see :
Rig-Veda-Sanhita, Ed. Max Muller, Vol. |, W. H. Allen &
Co; London, Preface, p. xvi

Introduction to Indian Textual Criticism, Poona, 1954.



20. TYPOLOGY OF JAIN MANUSCRIPTS
BY MUNI SRI PUNYAVIJAYAJI

DR. SHRIDHAR ANDHARE

It seems that the oral tradition continued till about
the fourth century B. C. But, references to writing
begin to appear in the early year of the Pali-Buddhist
texts of Ca, fifth century B.C.! mentioning materials
used for writing such as, leaves, wood and metal
sheets. Towards the beginning of the Christian Era, the
desire and need to religate holy teachings to writing
began to manifest itself, and therefore, it became a
matter of prime importance to record their spoken
word into writing.

Finally, after a long spell of conflicting agreements
between the two sects, the Svetambaras summoned a
council of Monks at Mathura in Ca. fourth cent. A.D.
and two more thereafter in quick succession at Vallabhi
in Saurashtra around the same period.’ It is here, under
the guidance of Acharya Devardhagani, the groups
agreed to commission readations of the sacred texts.
Thereafter there is a paucity of textual evidence of
writing till about the 11th century A.D.

Subsequently, it is apparent that Jainism received
substantial patronage from the kings, queens and min-
isters of state. Even earlier such generous endowments
enabled the community to build temples and monastic

9%
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establishments under the leadership of the Bhatiarakas
who encouraged the laity to enrich the temples with
donations of icons for worship and manuscripts for
spiritual enlightenment. It is at this point of time that
the tradition of 3astra-dan’ gained momentum and it
was regarded as an act of religious merit to gain
wisdom: The idea of the reverence for learning acted
as a main inspiration in creation of $dstrabhandaras
qulpped with illustrated and unillustrated manu-
scripts. Both, the monks and the shravakas contributed
to this activity equally. Right from the times of
Acharya Bhaduabahu to Ca. 16th century, Acharya
Kundakunda, Umaswati, Siddhasena, Devanandi,
Devardhagani, Akalanka, Haribhadra Suri, Jinasena,
Gunabhadra and Hemachandra, etc. not only filled the
$astra-bhandaras with their own works but preached
the importance of writing down the manuscnpts to the
masses. It is mentioned in the Upadesatarangmz that
Kumarapala* (A.D. 1143-1174) of Gujarat established
twenty-one $astra-bhandaras and presented each one
with a copy of Kalpasutra written in gold letters. As
a result of this, large number of manuscripts of reli-
gious text were prepared and presented to temple
libraries all over in Western India, including Delwada,
Agaipur, Jaisalmer, Cambay, Broach, Sll‘Ohl Rajnagar,
Patan, etc. .

The growth of Jain Mss. in Western India on plam-
leaf and their painted book-covers is simultaneous to
that of the Buddhist Mss. in Eastern India. The script
used in Western India is an early form of Nagri with
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characteristics that make it out as Jaina Nagri.® It has
special forths of certain letters and diphthongal signs
 biforé the letters e or 0. This early scripts is identifred -
a8 ?”dtfz matras in local Jain terminology. This elegaiit
and monumental script remained charactetistic of the
Svetambara Jains until the 18th century.

In the early phase of the palm-leaf Mss. text domi-
nated the space, which ran across into five or six lines.
Sometimes a long palm-leaf was divided by two
vetticle spaces marked by a red dot known as
chandraka in the cefitté used also for string holes. In
case of painted folios, the illustrations appeared two or
three times in rectangles in bétween the text and the
string holes.

On the basis of the text pattern written or drawn o
the folios of Mss. a detailed classification Has been
done by late Muni Sri Punyavijayji and the samples
have been presented to the L.D. Institute of Indology
at Ahmedabad which ate being illustrated here in the
form of slides in chronological sequence.

When papet came to be used for manuscripts the
sthaller narrow format of the palm-leaf was discontin-
ued, the size of the letters also became big and the
paintings and other marginal decoration gained ithpot-
tance. In the history of miniature paintings of the
world, the early Jain mattuscript illustrations claim a
untique position. After the 14th cent. a number of rich
and opulant thanuscripts illustrating the sacred books
like the Kalpasutra and the Kalakacharya Katha were
commissioned by wealthy merchant comtunity. Pro-
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fuse use of gold and silver ink against deep crimson,
violet or light blue ground became a matter of dignity
and pride. The known specimens of these, such as, the
Mandu Kalpasutra of A.D. 1439,° the Jaunpur
Kalpasutra of A.D. 1465, and the most opulant of the
MSS. in India, the Deva Sano pado Kalpasutra of Ca.
14758 from Ahmedabad, exhibit an extraordinary skill
not only of painting but of the calligraphy as well. The
entire folio is treated graphically as one, in which both
text the pictorial illustration and in certain cases, the
marginal decorations play a significant role. The style
and quality of writing and painting however goes on
changing in the subsequent periods. The folios grow
shorter and broader with lines of text, increasing on
each folio.

The Jain calligraphers are popularly known as
Lahiyas, Bhojaks, Nayakas or Brahmans. This institu-
tion of Lahiyas or the writers may have come into
existence as an occupational caste living on writing of
MSS. for the donors. It also appears from several
inscriptions that they belonged to the Kayastha caste
and their jurisdiction extended from Western India
right upto Delhi-Jampur area in U.P. In the later period
we come across various other agencies who wrote the
Mss., among them the Jain Sadhus and Sadhvis or
monks who, apart from being well read, were skilled
calligraphers. Some of the monks of lesser rehglous
integrity later came to be recognised as Gorjzs who
performed socio-religious functions of Astrologers,
Vaids, Joshis, and Yatis dealing in mantra and tantra.
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In Mewar, the Mahatmas were the scribes and their
names appear in the colophons of Jain as well as non-
jain manuscripts. Mahatma Hiranada was the scribe of
a dated Ms. of Supasanahachariyam' painted as
Devakulavaiaka in A.D. 1422-23. In the 18th and 19th
century a community of scribes known as Matheran
was active in the Jodhpur-Bikaner area which was
writing as well as illustrating the gutka MSS. on all
subjects. A number of such manuscripts apear in al-
most all repositories of Jain Bhandaras.
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Foot-notes :

L.

2

18

H.

J. P. Losty - The Art of the Book in India — The British Library,
London, 1982 p. §

Moti Chandra and Umakant Shah — New Documents of Jaina
Painting, Shri Mahavira Jaina Vidyalaya, Bombay, 1975 p. 1
Chandramani Singh and Mukund Lath, Kalpasutra, Prakrit
Bharati, Jaipur, Vol. I, 1977 p. XI.

See also Kumarapale Pratibodha, Gaekwad Oriental Series,
Baroda Vol. 14. Jayasimha Siddharaj (1093-1143 A.D.) is said to
have employed about three hundred scribes to copy-out books on
religions and secular matters for the Imperial Library.

Ob-cit

Karl Khandalavala and Moti Chandra, New Documents of Indian

Painting (a reappraisal) Bombay 1969, Col. pl. 2

1hid Col. pl. 4

1bid Col PL. § :

Karl Khandalavala and Moti Chandra, An Ilustrated Aranyaka
Parvan_in the Asiatic Society of Bombay, Bombay 1974 see
colophon Fig. 5

Muni Punyavijayji, Jaisalmer ni Chitrasamriddhi (Gujarati)
Ahmedabad 1951 and Supasanatiacharivamni Hasta-likhit Pothi
ma na rangin chitro (Gujarati) Acharya Shri Vijayvallabh Suri
Smaraka Grantha, Bombay, 1956 pp. 176-180

I am obliged to Shri Laxmanbhai Bhojak of the L. D. Insmute of
Indology, Ahmedabad and acknowledge the courtesy of the L.D.
Institute of Indology.



21. ART AND TECHNIQUE OF
PRESENTATION OF MANUSCRIPTS

PROF. S. G. KANTAWALA

Since the beginning of Indological Studies in India
and abroad there has been a growing awareness about
the importance of mass, their collection, survey, pre-
sentation, editing, etc. The importance of mass for the
recovery of India’s past is immense in addition to
archaeological finds. It is well-known that the critical
edition of Sanskrit, Prakrit, etc. texts is a rare one non
of any previous and reliable study and research related
to the works concerned.

In a sense art of writing and manuscript go together,
because the verable manuscript literature means “hand-
written”, it is an objective and is desirable from L.
manus hand and L. Scribe to write. .

The existence of writing material is as old as the
Indus valley civilisation with reference to India. With
this therefore is connected the account of writing-
material used by scribes through the ages. Various
materials have been used for writing purpose since
older times and a brief mention of the same will not be
out of place here:

Stones of various kinds, shells metals, e.g. copper,
gold, silver, iron, brinks, earthen material lay-tablets,

14<c
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wooden boards or wooden tablets (Phalva) —
semetines wooden boards tablets made of sandal wood,
— skims : it is hazardous to think skim or hids as a
Haidu writers material because of its being considered
: impure, it was used for official documents, cotton-
cloth (pata, patika, karpasikapara) silk-cloth. Kadatam
is a kind of cloth used by canarese traders; birch-bark
(bhavya-patra) or the inner birch-bark of the Bhurja-
tree, palm leaves which are of two types (a) corypha
umbravali fare and (b) Borassus flabellifere. The
former is hidigneous to India and the latter is probably
introduced from Africa; aguru-patra (alve-bank); and
paper; the quality of the paper is an indicator to the
age of the ms.

Link seems to have been used for writing purpose
from very early times. It may be from the himself
Indus valley civilisation, as a threiomorphic jar from
Mohenjo-Daro is interpreted as an ink-well. The ink
used may be black or coloured. Ink and its contents are
important, when used as a writing material on leaf-mss
and paper-mss. In addition to chalk, which was used
for writing on wooden-boards, red lead and minimum
hingula are amongst the Rubshitates for ink, the
lekhant is an instrument of writing and this includes
stitus, pencils, brushes, reed, wooden pens, etc.

The aforegoing brief survey of writing materials can
be classified into two broad categories : (i) material
which is not easily perishable like stone, etc. and (b)
easily perishable material like paper mss, leaf-mss, etc.
They contain mostly. the literary, works etc. We are
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concerned here with the record category of the writing
material. The problem of the presentation of the above
said recened category of material touches also on the
location of the building housing such mss i.e. mss-
library and archives. In ancient times it was generally
located in a place which was.free from the adverse
effects of the monsoon climate and the extreme heat of
summer. The walls of such building are desired to be
not sent. In modern times mass-libraries and archives
in industrialised towns and either are to be situated,
where they are generally mostly free from various
effects, e.g. of sulphur dioxide, sulphmetal hydrogen
and other acidic gases, or are to be equipped with
facilities which annul the damaging effects. There
should be a good free movement of pure ait beneficial
in the presentation and protection of mass.

The religious literature of ancient India viz. Vedic
and allied texts are preserved in a great degree of
purity through oral transmission which has several stiff
techniques of preserving the purity of the text. The
transition from and transmission to written or even
mental transmission came about gradually. The nature
of the writing material used in ancient and medieval
India is not everlasting. It is well-known that the
majority of Indian mass are not earlier than the 10th
century A.d. and most of them are later than the 13th
century A.D. Paper mass are not earlier then the 13th
century A.D., where as the palm-leaf or birdsbank
mass include mass which are a little earlier. The texts
that have came down to mass were copied for the most
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part on birdsbank, palm-leaf and paper. Their early
perishability in camparison with the material like stone
is well-known. Hence, there is a need for protection
against wear and tear of the mass concerned. The
simple but a delicate means of preservation of a ms/
mss against wear and tear once also as a remedy to
satisfy the desire and/or demand of other persons to
how these texts was to have these ms/mss copied
manually. It is well-known that some years back there
was a practice of supporting a transcript when the
mass could not be lent outside the premises of the
mass-library. Now the matters have changed. Puranas
refer is the donation of transcripts of various Punayas.
The Matsya-Punya (ch. 53) recommends the copynis
of various Puranas and their gift to the deserving ones
and this act was calculated to earn religious merit.
Rajasekhara, the author of the Kavyamimamsa, is
quite alive to the problem of preservation and multipli-
cation of an antograph or a mass i.e. to have more
transcript and he says categorically, “Prabandham
ancka darsa gatani kunyat” (Kavya Mimamsa. Gos.
No. 1, p. 53) i.e.” The poet should prepare several
transcripts or get them prepared of his compsitan as
soon as the final touches have been given, under these
circumstances more antrographs or transcripts are
available and chances of computer are extremely far.

Some ancient unknown writers have suggested the
following measures for the protection and preservation
of mass and they deserve to be applied mutatis
mutandis even in modern times:
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i.e. to say, a mass is to be preserved from water,
watery area, humid and damp atmosphere paud area, a
fool, whose careving or binding, fire, rats, wind and
thieves. It is to be protected with great care, caution
and effort. For protections from fire, mass, if not all,
at least precious and rare mass should be kept in a fire
proof Mass or safes. It is a matter of gratification to
note here that the Oriental Institute, Baroda is fortu-
nate to have a fire proof rare donated by the ragacious
and foresighted ruler the late Sir Sayajirav III
Gaekwad, the founder of the Oriental Institute, which
the royal family used to the protection and safety of
their valuables.

Passively a reference may be made a Jain made by
which the original or old ownership as well as the new
ownership of a mass was maintained and recenled,
when it changed hands, i.e. when a manuscript later
came into possession of another monk, mostly of a
different lineage (gaccha, etc.) care was taken to record
the ownership. With reference to Jains it may be noted
that pims Jains, whether male or female, devotees
acquired and protected an older ms/mass and then
either gave it/them as gift to a Jain monk/monks or
deposited it/them in a manuscript library. It is happy to
note that this practice is still prevalent.

For the protection and preservation of angular
peinis/corner points and border-sides of palm-leaf or
birde-bank or aloe-bank mass a special care was taken
wooden covers were cut according to the size of the
folios of the leaf-mass concerned and they lower; and
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it string was passed through the two holes pierced
through to keep them in proper order. These wooden
covers known as Pattikas or Patatis are sometimes
painted and decorated with different designs or seemes
in different colours. Such covers have a cultural and
religious' significance. :

The mass with wooden book-covers were tightly
tied up in a strong thick piece of cloth mostly the
khadi-cloth with a string tightly tied round about and
this is made dear in the light of a gain peverb which
says that the mass are to be bound as tightly as an
enemy would be bound tightly to gain no scope for
freedom or wishful movement. This was done so as an
antidote against the possible impact of damp or moist
climate. To protect from the harmful effect of climatic
warerings such bundles were locked in a from with
stone-walls and bundles were placed on the shne-
shelves. In this connection in Jesalmer and Nagpur,
sometimes the bundles were kept in wooden boxes for
protection from climatic variations.

The wooden even are mostly made of teakared (Guj.
Saga) or sisom (Guj Sisama) wood. Incidentally it may
be mentioned that for protecting the mass from the
wearing effect of a thumb or other fingers as well as
an avil to memory of the reader where he/she stopped
in reading page-protectors and page-markers were also
used.

In brief the above going points refer to the protec-
tion and presentation of mass from heat, cold and
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moisture, hence, now in modern times the mass are to
be kept in an aircourtoned, from when these faithties
are available.

There are possxbllmes of the folios be they of the
birch-bank or the palm-leaf mass or the paper-mass —
getting stuck with one another due to humidity, mois-
ture, etc. Under these circumstances getting them sepa-
rated straight involves the possibility of the damage to
the mass concerned. For separat them, a wet piece of
cloth is to be put award it for the required time, and
then with great care the folios under reference are to
be separated the gutala powder is also used, in the
sticking in due to gum-effect in ink. In this context the
festival of the Jnanapancham also known as the
Labhapanchama, which falls on the fifth day of the
bright half of the month of Karttika, may be men-
tioned. It has a special significance in the Jain commu-
nity. The Jains celebrate this day as a religious festival
day to offer worship to the mass-wealth. It is signifi-
cant to note that this day falls, when the climate has
become dry after the rainy season.

‘To protect the mass from the damage that may be
careful by insects like silver-fish, white ants, fangia
etc. Powder of shell pieces of a acrons known as
ugagnadha in Sanskrit and ghodavaja in Gujarati is
recommend. As it is oily in nature, the powder or the
pieces are to be put in a small piece of cloth to avoid
dote etc. occurring on the folios of the ms. Moreover,
camphor-tablets, naphthaline balls, D.D.T. powder
(dichlor - diphenyl - trichlorethane powder), gamexine

'r@
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- powder etc. are good insecticides. Citronella oil is

applied to birch-bank or palm leaf mas to maintain
their life. In the absence of the modern facility of
famigative the mss, they were treated with the gaseous
effect of thiamol xeroxing - process is an easy help
towards the preservation of mss by taking out their
xerox-copies; but in this process the tolive get heated
and heat is likely to reduce the life-span of the mots.
It is, therefore, that this method is to reserved care-
fully. More transcripts should be taken out from the
first xerox-manuscripts and not from the original.
Photo stret-copies, photo-filming, and microfisch are
also relevant means in the preservation and protection
of mss. Lamination is also a presentation and protec-
tive measure, but it has its own limitations.
Computerisation is another process in the programme
of preservation and protection of mss; but it is to be
noted that it involves limitation of a reading/readings
being recorded from the mss as interpreted by the
computerising scholar.

In present the contribution of descriptive catalogues
of mss towards the presentation and protection of mss
in their way is to be recognised. The National Ar-
chives (Delhi) is an important institution who trains
persons in the art of techniques.

There were in brief some of the old and modern
techniques of preserving and protecting the mss-
wealth.
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