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alien zur Kunde des Buddhismus Heidelberg, 1931. Transla-
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* Dharmakirti was born in the South, in Trima-
laya ( Tirumalla P} in a brahmin family and received
a brahmanical education. He then became interested
in Buddhism and adhered at first as a lay member
to the Church. Wishing to receive instruction from
a direct pupil of Vasubandhu he arrived at Nalanda,
the celebrated seat of learning where Dharmapala,
a pupil of Vasubandhu, was still living, although
very old, From him he took the vows. His interest
for logical probiems being aroused and Dignaga no
more living, he directed his steps towards Is’varasena,
a direct pupil of the great logician. He soon sur-
;;assed his master in the understanding of Dignaga’s.
system. Ig’varsena is reported to have conceded that
Dharmakirti understood Dignaga better than he
could do it himself. With the assent of his teacher
Dharmakirti then began the composition of a great
work in mnemonic verse containing a thorough and
enlarged commentary on the chief work of Dignaga.

_ “ The remaining of his life was spent, as usual,
in the ccmposition of works, teaching, public discu.
ssions and active propaganda. He died in Kalinga.
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in a monastery founded by him, surrounded by his.
pupils,

“ Notwithstanding the great scope and success
of his propaganda, he could only retard, but not
stop the process of decay which befell Buddhism on
its native soil. Buddhism in India was doomed. The
most talented propagandist counld not change the run:
of history. The time of Kumarila and Sankaracarya,.
the great champions of brahmanjcal revival and
opponents of Buddhism, was approaching. Tradi-
tion represents Dharmakirti as having combated them
in public disputations and having been victorious,
But this is only an afterthought and a pious desire
on the part of his followers. At the same time itis an
indirect confession that these great brahmin teachers-
had met with no Dharmakirti to oppose them. What

might have been the deeper cause of the decline of-
Buddhism in India proper and its survival in the-

border lands, we mnever perhaps will sufficiently-
know, but historians are unanimous in telling us-
that” Buddhism at the time of Dharmakirti was not
on the ascendency, it was not f{lourishing in the-
same degree as at the time of the brothers Asanga.
and Vasubandhu. The popular 'masses began to
deturn their face from that philosophic, critical and.
pessimistic religion, and reverted to the worship of
the great brahmin gods. Buddhism was beginning
its migration to the north where it found a new
home in Tibet, Mongolia and other countries.

“ Dharmakirti seems to have had a forboding
of the ill fate of his religion in India. He was also -
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grieved by the absence of pupils who could fully
understand his systemn and to whom the continuation
of his work could have been entrusted. Just as
Dignaga had no famous pupil, but his continuator
-emerged a generation later, so was it that Dharma-
kirti’s real continuator emerged a genaration later
in the person of Dharmottara. His direct pupil De-
vendrabuddhi was a devoted and painstaking follower,
but his mental gifts were inadequate to the task
-of fully grasping all the implications of Dignaga’s
and his own system of transcendental epistemology.

‘Some verses of him in which he gives vent to his
deepest feelings betray this pessimistic mentality.

“The second introductory stanza of his great
work? is supposed to have been added later, as an
answer to his critics. He there says, *“ Mankind are
mostly addicted to platitudes, they dont go in for
finesse. Not enough that they do not care at all for
deep sayings, they are filled with hatred and with
the filth of envy. Therefore neither do I care to
write for their benefit. However, my heart has found
satisfaction in this {(my work ), because through it
my love for profound and long meditation over
( every ) well spoken word has been gratified "2

“ And in the Ilast but one stanza of the same
work he again says, “ My work will find no one in
this world who would be adequate easily to grasp

1 Pramanavarttika.

2 g@: FpaafeEieeat s A,
arsTelT gaitd: it Fgeadaias: |
sE 7 qiewe &fd afwrash Jawe:,
ganaEfFafaasquanrg s sgageaen. |l
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its deep sayings. It will be absorbed by, and perish
in, my own person, just as a river ( which is absor-
bed and lost) inthe ocean. Those who are endowed:
with no inconsiderable force of reason, even they
cannot fathom its depth. Those who are endowed:
with exceptional intrepidity of thought, even they
cannot perceive its highest truth.”?

“ Another stanza is found in anthologies and
hypothetically ascribed to Dharmakirti, because it
is to the same effect. The poet compares his work.
with a beauty which can find no adequate bride-.
groom. * What was the creator thinking about when he
created the bodily frame of this beauty! He has
lavishly spent the beauty stulf! He has not

spared the labor ! He has engendered a mental fire
in the hearts of people who thereto fore were

living placidly ! And she herself is also wretchedly
unhappy, since she never will find a fiance to
match her!”? :

“In this personal character Dharmakirti is repor-
ted to have been very proud and self-reliant, full
of contempt for ordinary mankind and sham scholar-

1 smemfimEmemmedtiaiwa—

wreRAaTaATawE AT |

7 &4 SISk

gareafy oRRR: 97 g7 T wad o

—Quoted in Dhvanyaloka ( N. S, P, 1891), p, 217,

2 wvEzivegd) | afna: & agmida:,
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ship. Taranatha tells us that when he finished his
great work, he showed it to the pandits, but he

met with no appreciation and no good will. He
bitterly complained of their slow wits and their

envy, His enemies, it is reported, then tied up the
leaves of his work to the tail of a dog and let him

run through the streets where the leaves became
scattered. But Dharmakirti said, * just as this dog

tuns through all streets, so will my work be spread
in all the world.” R
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