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I pray daily and practice to do good karmas.
- Ruchir Shah (10)




Dedications
To Our Unsung Heroes

Dedicated to all the volunteers...the unsung heroces...who have served the
community and Jain Center and never worried about recognition, but served out
of love, duty and responsibility towards the community.

The list of such veolunteers and their efforts would be endless... such a list would
include a young five year cld cleaning the Jain Bhavan...or a sixty five year old
senior taking care of the boiled water for tapasvis... or a professional who
contributes as asked.

We all know such volunteers...as an individual we may not know all of them but
we always see those who make the Jain Center what it is today...and many of
them have not been specially recognized by the community at large... but we
should whenever the opportunity arises.

Let us express our gratitude to them...let us help them...let us imitate them...let
us make them our heroes. .. let them know that they have earned a place in our
heart and mind... appreciate what they have done... what they continue to
do...thus, they will not be forgotten for they truly represent our culture at its best.




Preface

Jai Jinendra:

From the humble beginning of Jain Center of Southern California in 1879, our
own Jain Bhavan was built in 1988. Since then the Jain Bhavan has become an
active place for our community. So much so that we are already developing
plans for its expansion.

This souvenir commemorates the 10" anniversary of Jain Bhavan. The souvenir
is divided into focused sections beginning with our mission, ocur President's
message and blessings from Jain dignitaries. [t is then followed by a brief
historical background of start of Jain Center and leads the reader through the
growth years. The expansion plans and general layout are also presented.

One of our major focus is educational programs. The program structure, teacher
list and coordinating reports give an overview of cur educational program.

Jain Center serves our community through a variety of outreach programs.
These include activities for members of all ages, supporting special needs and
medical camps. Several members have also offered their personal perspectives
on the impact of Jain Center in their life.

During early 1998, the Pathshala (JCYC) students participated in a Jain
Federation (JAINA) national essay competition on subjects related to Jainism.
Key phrases from these essays are extracted and displayed at the bottom of
each page with writer's name and age. '

Several community members provided information for this souvenir, reviewed the
drafts and assisted in its preparation. The information providers are listed with
the articles. In addition, the subcommittee is thankful to Shefali and Nishali
Mehta, Aakash Shah, Ankit Shah, Hemali §. Shah, Kevin Shah, Pina Shah, Priya
and Puja Sheth, Neil Vadecha, Mahendra Desai, Chandrakant Parekh, Sushama
Parekh, Kishor Sanghvi, Yogesh J. Shah, Vijay Sheth and Jiten Vasa for their
assistance in preparing the souvenir.

Foremost, we are grateful to our advertisers in defraying the cost of preparation.
Finally, thanks are due tc Mr. Dilip Kothari for accommodating our schedule and
printing the souvenir in a timely manner.

May Mahair Swami bless all. Jai Jinendra.

Dhiren Mehta Vipul Shah Vipin Vadecha
10" Anniversary Commemorative Souvenir Committee
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Qur Mission

Jai Jinendra:

We are a strong and growing organization of over 750 Jain families calling
Southern California our home. We are closely connected with the Jain Religious
QOrder in India and abroad, Jain Associations in North America, other Religious
Organizations, and several affiliated organizations.

The mission of Jain Center of Southern California is to:

I ¢ Be a place of worship for Jain community and pecple of all faiths

¢ Instill Jain values in our lives and promote them in the larger society of North
America

+ Pass the torch of Jainism to the next generation
« Invite Jain religious leaders and scholars for discourses on Jain teaching

¢ Conduct educational and social activities for members of all ages such as
children, youth, adult and seniors

+ Conduct community outreach programs to help Jains and others in their
personal needs.

« Provide support and extend help to Jains and others affected by natural
disasters

We continually strive to achieve higher spiritual attainment and promote our
values to others by setting the right examples by our thoughts, words and deeds.
We gain strength from our seniors and see the promise of future in our children.




Jain Center of Southern California

Standing, L to R: Vipul Shah, Dhiren Mehta, Rasik Shah, Vipin Vadecha, Harish Khona
Seated, L to R: Hemant Gandhi, Shashi Jogani, Tejas Mehta, Kantilal Shah, Pratibha Desai, Navin Gangar

1998 Executive Members

President Directors

Kantilal Shah Pradip Dalal
949-831-8687 909-595-8676

Pratibha Desai
Vice President 714-996-9494

Dhiren Mehta Shashikant Jogani
714-826-3579 818-247-9809

Harish Khona
Secretary 714-579-3356

Navin Gangar Gordhan Patel
714-283-0323 562-947-8405

Rasik Shah
Treasurer 714-670-7854

Hemant Gandhi Vipul Shah
949-857-2718 562-809-1878

Yogi Shah
Public Relations 909-860-5792

Tejas Mehta Vipin Vadecha
714-491-4000 909-861-2677
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President's Message

‘ The Jain Center of Southern California was formed in 1979. Right from the stant,

our community had an overwhelming desire to have our own Jain Bhavan to |
practice the religion. Pujya Gurudev Chitrabhanuji and Acharya Shushil Kumarji
provided encouragement and inspiration. With hard work, perseverance, and
resources, the doors of Jain Bhavan opened in 1988, This year we are
celebrating the 10™ anniversary of its inauguration.

The community has initiated and attained several milestones during the last 10
years.

e Community has grown to more than 750 families
Organized the North American Jain Federation and hosted its First
Convention

+ Established Jain Pathshala, now serving over 250 children in learning Jain
religion and [anguages.
Established adult classes to foster greater understanding of Jain religion
Invited several religious leaders and schelars to promote Jain philosophy

o Initiated community outreach programs, such as medical expos, youth
programs, senior association, and support for special need groups

e Supported humanitarian causes in India and USA

» Established the library at Jain Center. We will house the JAINA National
Library here for better utilization

These activities have been possible because of dedication and hard work of
many volunteers. They have contributed immensely in the success of Jain
Center and our community. | especially congratulate all teachers who devote
their precicus time and energy to teach cur children the principles of Jainism
and help them understand our culture.

The growth and success of activities have resulted in greater participation of
Jain families at our Center and we have outgrown our present facilities.
Consequently, there is an urgent need to expand our current facilities and
the Derasar area. The preliminary plans for the proposed expansion are
presented in this souvenir. Substantial community support is needed to fulfill
our growing needs and carry out this Expansion Project.

My best wishes to Jain Center, all our members and particularly to those making
all the efforts to make our dream come true. Thank you. May Mahavir Swami
bless all. Jai Jinendra.

Kantilal Shah




Past Executive Committee Members

POSITION

President

Vice President
Secrotary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Members-at-Large

POSITION

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Members-at-Large

POSITION

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Members-at-Large

Ex-Officio

1980

Mahendra Khandhar
Lalit Shah

Kalyanji Mota
Surendra Patel
Rajul Mehta

Manda Shah
Savita Mehta
Mohan Patal
Yoogash Shah

1883

Kalyanji Mota
Yogesh Shah
Rajen Mehta
Shirish Seth
Girish Shah

Satish K. Jain

Dr. Manilal Mehta
Dr. Chunilal Shah
Praksh Shah

Mahendra Khandhar
Laiit Shah

1986

Dr. Manibhai Mehta
Chandrakant Parekh
Kalpana Shah

Rasik Sheth
Jawahar Shah

Dinkar Shah
Jitu Shah
Kanti Shah
Parul Shah

Shirish Seth

1981

Mahendra Khandhar
Lalit Shah

Kalyanji Mota
Surendra Patel
Rajul Mehta

Niru Kothari
Shiresh Seth

Dr. Dinesh Shah
Mahesh Shah

1884

Shirish Seth

Dr. Manibhai Mehta
Ramesh Shah
Chandrakant Shah
Dr. Jitan Vasa

Tarun Jogani
Mahendra Khandhar
Dr. Chunilal Shah
Prakash Shah

Kalyanji Mota
Lalit Shah

1987

Dr. Manibhai Mehta
Chandrakant Parekh
Kalpana Shah

Rasik Sheth
Jawahar Shah

Ramesh Kothari
Dinash Shah
Girish Shah

Dr. Kisheri Shah

Shirish Seth

1982

Kalyanjt Mota
Yogesn Shah
Rajen Mehta
Shirish Seth
Girish Shah

Dinesh Gala
Inder Jain
Kalpana Shah
Ramesh Shah

Mahendra Khandhar
Lalit Shah

1985

Sirish Seth

Dr. Manibhat Mahta
Ramesh Shah
Chandrakant Shah
Dr. Jiten Vasa

Chandrakant Parakh
Dinkar Shah

Jitu Shah

Kanti Shah

Kaliyanji Mota
Lalit Shah

1988

Dr. Manibhai Mehta
Chandrakant Parekh
MNavnit Shah

Dinash Shah

Rajul Mehta

Prakash Gandhi
Girish Jogani
Girish Shah

Dr. Kishort Shah

Shirish Seth




Past Executive Committee Members

POSITION

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Members-at-Large

Ex-Officio

POSITION

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Members-at-Large

Ex-Officio

PCSITION

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations

Directors

1889

Cr. Manibhai Mehta
Chandrakant Parekh
MNavnit Shah

Dinesh Shah

Rajul Mehta

Prakash Ganghi
Girish Jogani
Jayshree Palkhiwala
Dr. Hiten Shah

Shirish Seth

1992

Girish Shah
Haskishan Vasa
Piyush Shah
Yogesh J. Shah
Bakul Shah

Dr. Niranjan Shah
Rajendra Shah
Yogesh Shah
Pallavi Mahta

Navnit Shah

1995

Hasendra Shah
Virandra Shah
Kishor Sanghvi
Dinesh Shah
Dr. Nitin Shah

Ramaeash Kothari
Pratibha Mehta
Tejas Mehta
Vinod Mehta
Navin Sanghwvi
Hemen Shah
llaben Shah
Kantilal Shah
Madhuri Shah
Sumati Shah

1990

Navnit Shah
Girish Jogani
Ramesh Jhaveri
Dinesh Shah
Bakul Shah

Prakash Gandhi
Jayshree Palkhiwala
Bharati Shah

Dr, Hiten Shah

Dr. Manibhai Mehta

1993

Girish Shah
Harkishan Vasa
Kishor Sanghvi
Yogesh J, Shah
Sunil Shah

Ranjan Dedhia
Bakul Shah
Bharat Shah
Madhuri Shah

Mavnit Shah

1996

Virendra Shah
Sumati Shah
Ramesh Khandhar
Harshad Kothari
Hemen Shah

Shailesh Desai
Saroj Dholakia
Ramesh Kothari
Tejas Mehta
Navin Sanghvi
Haban Shah
Kantilal Shah
FPrafula Shah
Yogesh Shah
Harshida Vasa

1691

Mawvnit Shah
Girish Jogani
Ramesh Jhaveri
Dinesh Shah
Bakui Shah

Girish Shah

Dr. Niranjan Shah
Rajendra Shah
Pallavi Sheth

Dr. Manibhai Mehta

1984*

Hasendra Shah
Virendra Shah
Kishor Sanghvi
Dinesh Shah
Dr. Nitin Shah

Ranjan Dedhia
Mahendra Khandhar
Dr. Manibhai Mehta
Kalyanji Mota
Bharat Shah

Girish C. Shah
Madburi Shah
Navnit Shah
Yogaesh Shah
Shirish Seth

1997

Virendra Shah
Sumati Shah
Ramesh Khandhar
Harshad Kothari
Hemen Shah

Shailesh Desai
Shashikant Jogani
Gordhanbhai Patel
¥antilal 5hah
Prafula Shah
Viren Shah
Yogesh Shah
Devika Udani
Vipin Vadecha
Harshida Vasa

*Jain Center was incorporated in July 1994 and Executive Committee was expanded to 15 board members.
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Blessings and Best Wishes

from

Religious Leaders
and Dignitaries

Jain Center of Southern California
Paryushana 1998




Pujya Sunandaben Vohora Dharmanuragi Babubhai Kadiwala

Pujya Gurudev Chitabhanuji and
Dr. Shantibhai Patel
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Pujya Shree Atmanandji
(Dr. Soneji)




Siddhachalam

65 Mud Pond Road
Blairstown, New Jersey

July 12, 1998

My dear Members of Jain Society of Scuthern California,

I am very pleased to send my blessings, congratulations and best wishes on this auspicious
occasion of the completion of ten ( 10} years of Jain Bhavan of the Jain Center of Southern
California. This accomplishment is a blessing to all Jains in California and around the world

Our Guruji, the late Acharya Shree Sushil Kumarji Maharaj, always wanted that in every major city
of the United States there be a place of worship for all Jains, and your erganization has been very
active for the last decade in propagating the message of Ahimsa, Anekantavada, and
Environmental Protection, the three pillars of Jainism, Your organization's efforts for promoting
and teaching Jain values to our children are highly commendable.

Through your tireless efforts over the last 10 years, vou have been able to bring Jain values to our
young ones, who in turn will influence the next generation. In this way, the Jain way of life and
peaceful coexistence will go on and grow in years to come.

I feel very happy that Jain Bhavan will continue to propagate the message of non-violence for
years to come and our drcams are becoming a reality in America.

Once again, | give my blessings to all of you on this remarkable achievement, and may Jain
Bhavan continue to make a difference in the world by spreading Lord Mahavir's message of
Ahimsa.

With Blessings

Amrender Muniji




Pandit Dhirajlal Mehta

Acharya Sushilmunij and
Gurudev Chitrabhanuji

Acharya Chandanaji Pujya Samaniji
Madhupragnaji and Charitrapragnaji
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JIMOC
Jaby Medtation lnternational Conter

401 East 86 Street « #20A « New York New York 10028 « 212-362-6483 « 212-534-6090

TAX EXEMPT # M-75-ED-173%9 NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION

Founder

His Holiness Pujva
shree Chitrabhanuiji July 1, 1998

Direstors
divan Proctor My dear Members of Jaim Center of Southern Czlifornia,
Pramoda Chitrabhanu
Barry Wolfe Jai Jimendra!

Devendra Peer

This is & hely occcasion Ffor all the Jains and
all peace-loving szspireants who are completing ter
successful years of the Temple's anniversary.

This Temple is a living example of your hard
wark and peaceful cooperation. This Temple welcomes
all and is an inspiration to all: People of 211 walks
of 1ife, without any discrimination of caste or creed,
man ot woman, young or old, rich or poor, caen come
and pray pescefully to get in touch with their inner

beauty.

Whern 8 world is torn in war and viclence, we
are blessed to have this rich heritage of nonviolence
and peaceful co-existence with all living beings.

Vardhaman Mabavir lighted the lamps of
shimsa, anskantavada, aparigrsasha,; law of karmas and
self-realization., MNow it is our privilege to go on
pouring the o0il of service in these lamps to keep
illuminating the path of love, peace, understanding
and simplicity.

. The gresd of man and the egoc of politicians,
the narrow-mindedness of parochialism and Faneticism
of fundamentslists have driven people to war and
violence. War and violence are dehumanizing and,
because of war and viclence, millicons of peaople are
being killed and billions are suffering sgonizing
pain and torture -- but Jsin teaching is an answer
and a healing bond for mankind,

Jﬂér lnternational Mediation Center

E-1. Queen's View, - 28-30 Walkeshwar Road, Mumbai - 400 006. 'India
Phone : 368 6887 o Tel. / Fax : 367 3355



With Best Compliments
to

Jain Center of Southern California
from

Shashikant J. Jogani

Renuka S. Jogani
Pooja & Pratik

Tel: (818) 502-0328

Best Wishes from

Palmcrest Realty, Inc.
1901 Beverly Bivd. #A

Los Angeles, CA 20057
Tel: (213) 484-8114
' Fax: (213) 484-8525

Dinesh A. Shah
Geeta D. Shah
Digish & Deepa
(562) 924-1507/06 |
DGShah@aol.com
\__—W_——————}/

I will expand Jainism in future by reading and learning more about it.
- Payal Shah (9)
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Jdy Meditation leternationad Center

401 East 86 Street « #20A o New York New York 10028 « 212-362-6483 + 212-534-6090

TAX EXEMPT # M-75-ED-173%9 NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION

Foander

His Holiness Pujya
shree Chitrabhanuji

Diectors Jain Center of Southern Californis
' Page Two July 1, 1988

Jivan Proctor
Pramoda Chitrabhanu
Barry Wolfe
Devendra Peer

Through practice and expr=ssion, we bring to
1ife this tesching of sacredness of all life forms
which influence cur surroundings sand the growing
generation. They in turn influence others and that
generaticn will ipnfFluence their coming generation.
In this way, the teaching and heritage of Peaceful
Liberstors will go on and grow forever, ¥We are
what we are as vegetarisns and beli=avers in
Raverence for Life because of our sncestors' and
parents' influence. So, in the ssme way, by being
models, we will be sble to influence the future
generation.

I feal happy to see the dream which I had
envisioned in meditation ~-that Jeina Oharma would
dawn in Americs -- has bescome a reslity with ell
of your help of committed dedicaticon, untiring
hard work and generosity.

I send my blessings to asll of you and wish
success in the celebration of the grand occasion
which startse in July. Let us follew the path of
loving compassion, anskantavadsa, fFor world peace
and personal transformation.

Love =nd Blessings,

O hils v bomamae

Ja}% International Mediation Centor

E-1, Queen’s View, - 28-30 Walkeshwar Road, Mumbai - 400 006. India
Phone : 368 6887 ¢ Tel. / Fax : 367 3355
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Pujya Bandhu Triputi with Acharya Sushilmuniji
and Amarender Muniji

Shree Niranjanbhai Sheth
and Dr. Shantibhai Patel

Pujya Ladakchandbhai Vora
(Bapuji)

Shree Rajendrabhai Kamdar

Professor Prataprai and Sumitraben Toliva



l Blessings to Jain Center of Southern California

Acharya Shree Chandanaji (Veerayatan)
l and Sadhvi Shree Shubhamiji (Chicago)

Dear Members:

We have visited the Jain Center many times in the ten years of its existence and
we believe that everything that it has to offer is really wonderful.

ll We are aware that the Jain Center offers evolution and growth of the Jain
community in Southern California, information on the history and major
milestones of Jain Bhavan, educational activities, community outreach programs,
the personal perspectives of the members of the community, and much more.

All of this is great and is very beneficial to the Jain community.

This month (July 1898) Shilapiji from Veerayatan, India visited your center and
was very pleased to see the educational activities run by your society, The
library that you are creating at the Jain Center will be very helpful in the
educational process of the members of the community. The education available
to the members, the brighter the future of the Jain community will be.

We wish you all the best.

Shubhamiji
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JAI JINENDRA

from

LitaBEN & CHANDULAL SHAH & FAMILY

Mansukh, Nalini, Chhaya, Samir, Nikhil
Sumati, Bharati, Niraj, Shaival
Kirit, Nayana, Vaishalee, Mona, Paras

With Best Compliments

Sfrom

ORNA GEMS

606 S. Hill Street, Suite 1007
Los Angeles, CA 90014
(213) 623-3987

The Seven Sins

wealth without works, pleasure without conscience, knowledge without character, commerce without

morality, science without humanity, worship without sacrifice, and politics without principle.
- Mahatma Gandhi

.._._..-—__/—//
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DL
o A-"Excellent” Rated Carriers v Fast Quotes
v/ Competitive Rates v’ New in Business
v’ Great Service v Hard To Place Risks
MANY 'A' RATED CARR[ES
¥ Retail Stores - All Types <+ Hotels/Motels
4 Apartment Buildings ¥ Shopping Centers
4 Condominium Associations 4 Contractfors
4 Office Buildings 4 Course of Construction
4 Manufocturers / Wholesale 4 Restourants
4 Homeowners ¥ [ife Insurance

800-680-8825

23457 Golden Springs Drive Tel: 209-860-4008
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 Fax: 209-860-1962

2 IT | PAUL SHAH T C
LIC# 06464804
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Best Wishes from

Sagar - Aakash
Vipul & Nauka Shah

Millennium Diamond Inc.

550 S. Hill St. #1195
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Tel: (213) 629-4487

Fax: (213) 629-4401
Res: (562) 809-1878
Fax: (562) 860-2264
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FEDERATION OF
JAIN ASSOCIATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA

Founded 1981
A Non-Profit Tax Exempt Religious Organization. IRS Code Section 301 (¢} (3} EI # 54-1280028

JAINA Headquarters: PO Box 700, Getzville, NY 14068 USA : Phone & Fax (716) 636-5342

July 7, 1998

Dear Members of Jain Center of Southern California:

Jai Jinendra!

On behalf of myself and all Jains across North America, it is a pleasure
to extend warm greetings to every one participating in celebration of 10" year of
Jain Bhavan.

This is a very auspicious occasion in the history of Jain Center of
Southern California.

It is indeed a pleasure and a matter of pride for me to congratulate all
those who so generously donated their time, talent and treasure to bring your
Center at present status.

Please accept my sincere best wishes for an enjoyabie and memorable
event.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dhiraj Shah

President, JAINA I




With Best Compliments to

Jain Center of
Southern California

from

\I Avani, Aakash
Rajesh & Neeta Shah
Tejas Shah

Aakash Diamonds, Inc.

550 S. Hill St., Suite 1287
Los Angeles, CA 80013
Tel: (213) 489-5400
Toll-free: 888-489-5400
Fax: (213) 489-5402

Pager. (213) 350-2200

In Jainism Ahimsa means not only physical injury to living things but also not to hurt anyone mentally.
That's why Jainism fascinates me. - Mansi Shah (8)
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A Living & Illustrious History

From Formatting Years
Through Realization of Dream

to Embarking on Expansion

Jain Center of Southern California
Paryushana 1998




Paryshana Celebration Supan

Children

Paryushana Celebration Supan

Children’s Program
Early Days

Children’s Program Arti/General Body Meeting - 1950
Early Days



The Formatting Years: 1879 - 1981
Shree Mahendrabhai Khandhar

Until late 1980’s, the number of Indians and Jains in the US were relatively few and
limited to those who came for higher education and then established here. They
practiced Jainism and Paryushana individually or in small groups, based cn their family
traditions and upbringing. There was little crganized effort or established Jain Centers /
Societies. |

Gurudev Shree Chitrabhanuji came to USA in 1972, while late Acharya Sushilkumarji
came in 1975. Both of them organized international institutions of Jain Meditation
(IJMC) and Mahavir Mission (IMJM) respectively. With their inspiration and guidance,
establishment of Jain temples began around 1880 across the US.

In the Los Angeles area, there were about 200 Jain families during the mid - 70’s. Most
of them followed Jain rituais in small groups, utilizing house-temple. Lalit C. Shah first
conceived the idea of organizing Jain Center at local level {in LA/So Cal area) as well
as at national level (in North America). Working hard, several informal community
meetings ensued to discuss the local Jain Center over a period of 12 months, with
particular attention to goals, constitution, organization, activities, location and finance.
Finally, the Jain Center of Southern California was born on September 15 1879.

The following are highlights and summary of the First Administration of Jain Center of
So Cal, from Sep 15, 1879 through Dec 31, 1981.

1. It was agreed & firmly established that:
» all work will be voluntary

| e Jain Center will have a broad base of Southern California {rather than Los Angeles

only)

Jain Center will conduct its activities without any considerations of Jain sects

all its meetings (including dinner) will be free & open to all (member or not}

all its transactions will be fair, cpen & audited

all committee members and account bocks will be accessible to all members at any

time

e a newsletter will communicate with the members regarding news/upcoming
eventsfsummary of past events/religious articles/prayers/children’s corner/donations
listing

e Jain Center will have monthly/bimonthly meetings with an invited speaker from
US/India as well as local experts

+ Jain Center meetings will have devotional songs & children’s items

{continued on next page)

Being a Jain and practicing Jainism brings true mner peace inside me,

- Priva Sheth (15)




ﬁ\

ﬂﬁ\\

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated. Vivisection is

the blackest of all the biack crimes that man is at present committing against God and His faiy creation”
-Mahatma Gandhi

With Best Compiments

from

Malay, Rachana,
Nitin & Bina Shah

MBN IMPORTS

550 S. Hill St., Suite 1123
Los Angeles, Ca. 90013
Tel: (213) 622-0839
Fax: (213) 622-1434
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2. Initial membership was about 250 with life membership of about 100, The
attendance ranged from 200-30C during normal general body meeting to 800-1000
during Paryushana & Mahavir Jayanti.

3. In absence of Jain Bhavan, the meetings were held at various Indian community

centers around Los Angeles.

4. Children’s activities such as classes, camps, books etc. were considered and

discussed. Two children camps were organized during 1880 & 1881 Christmas
time, one in cooperation with Northern California and the other in cooperation with
Acharya Sushil Muniji in Lake Arrowhead. The plans for classes were being
formulated.

5. Started Mahila Mandal (now Mahavir Mandal) that organized and conducted regular

Snatra Poojas, worships and other rituals.

6. Record breaking penances of Sol Bhatthu {16-day fasts) and Atthais (B-day fasts)

as well as many smaller cnes took place during Paryushana and added to the
religious ferver and exuberance of the community. The tradition of Samuh
Kshamapana and Parna started which helped consclidate the community religious
spirit.

7. Began to investigate, evaluate and recommend a suitable site for our Jain Center

temple/Bhavan. Visited several existing buildings and vacant lots. With Lord
Mahavir's blessings, the successive Administrations fulfilled the dream beyond
anybody's imagination. Today, we have a wonderful Jain Bhavan with plans for
expansion in every direction and sphere.

8. Initiated to develop, discuss and implement the idea of grganizing the national

federation of all Jain Societies/Centers in US/Canada. Dialogs continued for almost
a year and culminated in the first ever and formative convention in Los Angeles in
1881. About 15 Jain organizations participated. The Federation of Jain
Associaitons of North America was adopted as its name. It is gratifying that frcm
that humble beginning, JAINA has grown into 54 member organizations with
international stature and progressively successful biennial conventions. (see more
under JAINA in Community Qutreach Programs)

8. The scaled wooden model of Shatrunjay (Palitana) on display at 1901 World Fair in

Philadelphia was now part of a hotel in Las Vegas. We initiated discussions with
the hotel management to donate the wooden model to Jain Center. The
negotiations continued in subsequent years with successful donation of the model
to the Jain Center in 1988 and final transfer to Los Angeles in 1995.

It is interesting to know that humans have the strength and the power to complete every task their
minds desire. - Soham Shah (11)
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The Planning Years: 1982 - 1983
Shree Kalyanjibhai Mota

1982 was the third year since the Jain Center of Southern California (JCSC) was
formed. The excitement was already building for our own Jain Bhavan.
Subsequently, members keenly interested for the Jain Bhavan gathered in
presence of Gurdev Chitrabhanu and made commitments pledging over $80,000

to jump start the project.

Building Plans: We reached a significant milestone at this gathering for several

reasons. The large pledges enabled the Executive Commitiee to set the target
of about $250,000 to have our own Jain Bhavan. The community committed to
build Jain Bhavan free and clear from any debt. The Building Committee began
working to develop plans and locate a suitable place that could accommodate

our changing needs.

Educational Activities: While the Building Commitiee was busy, the bigger
task was to visualize, plan and develop the religious, cultural and social
activities to fully utilize the Jain Bhavan and to pass the rich religious and
cultural values to our children. The plans for Jain Center Youth Council (JCYC)
were developed and children’s classes started. Since its inception, attendance
in the religious as well as language classes increased significantly. These
activities enabled our children to perform at many of our temple events. The off-
site religious camps became exciting and successful for children as well as

teachers.

Religious and Community Activities: The Mahavir Mandal that started in 1880
was progressing in conducting various types of Poojas. The community
provided full support to flourish their activities. Religicus discourses and
Swadhyays were conducted at various member homes and community centers.
Every year attendance during Paryushana increased since the birth of JCSC,
and Tapscharya by adults as wel! as children began to rise.

Children activities - social, cultural as well as religious - were integrated during
the lectures of numercus dignitaries. Variety of social events such as community
picnic and dandiya ras were planned to develop closeness in the community.

The Executive Committee members represented several areas of the Los
Angeles basin and various parts of India. They all felt their participation fulfilling
and rewarding.

Jains should be represented in the encyclopedia, like its™ neighbors Buddhism and Hinduism.

- Mansi Shah (16)




Jain Bhavan 1988 Jain Bhavan 1988

Qverflowing Audience in Main Hall — Jain Bhavan 1988

Khat Muhurt
Dr. Chunibhai and Illaben Shah




The Planning Years Continue: 1984 - 1985
Shree Shirishbhai Seth

The years 1984 and 1985 were full of excitement and marked with many
noteworthy activities and accomplishments.

Building Site Acquired: The most significant accomplishment was the
acquisition of building site at 8072 Commonwealth Avenue in Buena Park.
Since its formation in 1982, the Building Committee was hard at work on two
fronts: fund raising and screening potential buildings and sites for our JAIN
BHAVAN. These efforts began to pay off in 1885. During the Mahavir Jayanti
celebration, we proudly announced that the Center was in the process of
acquiring the site to build our Jain Bhavan.

The Building Committee invited community inputs and began to develop designs
for our own place of worship. The emphasis was to build a center that can
maintain our religious heritage as well as provide a place to nurture community
activities to foster goodwill among members and Jain community at large.

JCYC Formed: Another notable accomplishment was the formal establishment
of the Jain Center Youth Council {JCYC) in 1984, although it was informally
started in 1982. Then in 1985, the Jain Center and JCYC regularized the
Pathshala with once-a-month classes. Hardly anyone at the time envisioned the
phencmenal growth of JCYC. This truly turned out to be a remarkable
achievement.

Community Volunteering: The hard work and dedication of many individuals
contributed to the success and achievements in 1984 and 1985. It is gratifying
to witness the tremendous support our Jain Center garnered from the beginning
during the planning years and set on a path of continued progress.

We can’t eat or kill any animals, or germs or hurt anyone by our mind, speech, or body.

- Sonal Shah (11)
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Realization of Dream: 1986 - 1989
Shree Manibhai Mehta

The community support was sc good that in about six months we were able to start
realizing our dream of Jain Bhavan. Moral suppeort from the committee members and
the whole community made it possible to carry cut the difficult year of construction
and also achieve the fund raising goals.

Ground Breaking: The Building Khatmuhurat was performed on March 6™ 1987 by
Dr. Chunibhai & llaben Shah. The construction started in June 1987 and the work
was completed in April 1988. Jain Bhavan is an outstanding facility with custom
design to fulfili the requirements of religious, cultural and social needs of our
community. The donations came from every member of the community enabling us
to pay most of the $1 million cost. We also received monetary and in-kind
assistance from non-Jain friends. We are thankful to all of them.

Grand Opening: The Jain Bhavan was formally opened on July 2" 1988. This was

the first Jain temple in North America built from ground up with marble Gabhara

specially carved in India. We are thankful to Shree U. N. Mehta, Shree Arvindbhai ‘I
|

Sheth of Shankheshwar Pedhi, Dr. Kumarpal Desai, and Shree Shrenikbhai of
Anandji Kalyanji Pedhi for their help in getting all the marble work done and donated
to our Center. The Jain Bhavan inauguration ceremonies included Murti Sthapana
with a procession follcwed by Siddhachakra Poojan and Bhaktamar Poojan.

Wooden Temple: For the 1901 World Fair in Philadelphia, a special scaled wooden
mode! of Shatrunjay (Palitana) Temple was carved and shipped tc USA. Over the
period of some 75 years, the ownership changed many hands and finally rested with
a hotel in Las Vegas. We continued the negotiations {which were started in 1981)
with the owners for a more fitting public display of the temple in Southern California. It
is gratifying to note that the owners finally donated the temple free to our Center in
1988. It was stored in Las Vegas for us.

Growth of Community: During 1986-89 the Jain community saw phenomenal
growth. More members started attending functions partly due to having our own
place of worship. All were very happy with the growth and progress of our Center.,
Jain youth programs were conducted regularly. Pathshala membership increased
significantly. Adult Swadhyay class on Sunday was started. The evening
Swadhyays on Mondays and Thursdays continued. We retained the services of a
part-time attendant for temple.

Jain Bhavan reached the debt-free status in December 1989.

A Jain philosophy is that if you cannot create a life, you have no right to destroy it.
- Sunny Shah (14)
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Celebration of Auspicious Grand Opening of Jain Bhavan
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The Growth Years: 1990 - 1991
Shree Navnitbhai Shah

The community participation in our Jain Center activities continued to outpace
our ability to meet the demand. Several community outreach initiatives were
started during 1990-1991.

The first Share and Care Clothes Drive was held to send the clothes to the poor
and needy in India. Large amounts of clothes were collected, segregated,
packed and shipped to India.

The first medical expo was started on April 21, 1991 jointly with the Jain Social
Group of Los Angeles. Hundreds of participants were given complimentary
medical check-ups that included over 25 medical professionals and disciplines.

Extensive Tapasyas: Celebrated the first Mas Khaman tapasya (30-day fast)
by Lalitbhai P. Shah. The number of Atthais (8-day fasts) increased sharply,
particularly among the youth.

More Pratistha: The Mangal Kalynak Pratistha of Jin Shashan Dev Ghantakaran
Mahavir, and Jin Shashan Devi Padmavati was successfully organized on July 1,
1990.

The Samuh Manglik was started on Indian New Year's Day on October 19, 1890,
and the Jain Bhavan was kept open in the mornings of Diwali and New Year's
Day.

The Gabhara marble work was compieted and Adhar Abhishek Pooja was
performed on June 29, 1991 in the presence of Gurudev Shree Chitrabhanuji
and Swasti Shree Charukirti Bhattarakii.

To expand the Jain Bhavan facilities, JCSC initiated inquiries to acquire the
vacant ot next to the Jain Bhavan.

I have respect for my Jain religion.
- Vishwa Shah (8)
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Phenomenal Growth Continues; 19982 - 1993
Shree Girishbhai C. Shah

During 1992 our community grew rapidly. We were mailing about 700 mailers. The
hall became crowded for about 1200 people attending Mahavir Janma Kalyanak
during the Paryushana. We had outgrown our current facilities in less than five
years since the opening of Jain Bhavan doors. We also started plans to incorporate

our Jain Center.

Next Door Land Acquired: Our big achievement was the acquisition of the next
door l[and. With the blessing of Lord Mahavir we made it possible. The Kumbh
Ceremony was performed in the presence of Pujya Shree Atmanandji (Dr. Scneji)

on August 22, 1893.

Paryushana and Das Laxna Parva: The Siddhachakra Pcojan and 108 Arhant
Abhishek Pocjan at our Jain Bhavan were performed by Shree Babubhai Kadiwala
and his talented group of musicians during Memorial Day weekend in 1692.
Paryushana was celebrated with Sadhvi Shree Vibhaji & Sadhvi Shree Yashaji
from VVeerayatan. Das Laxna Parva was celebrated with Shree Rajendrabhai
Kamdar from Rajkot. The 1993 Paryushana was celebrated with late Shree
Charukirti Bhattarakji from Mudbidri, Karnataka. Two young Shamanji from Ladnu,
Rajashthan taught Preksha Dhyan during Das Laxna Parva. |

Ahimsa Day: The first Ahimsa Day was celebrated on Octcber 2, 1993 with a
Picterial Exhibition of Mahatma Gandhi's life provided by Shree Jagannathbhai
Desai. The Mayor of City of Buena Park attended the Exhibition. I

During 1993, the planning for next year’s Jain Art Exhibition at LA County
Museum of Art started. During summer several dignitaries and scholars visited

our Jain Center.

Educational Activities: The JCYC classes for over 70 children were scheduled
for twice a month all year round. The simultanecus adult class continued with
about 30 people attending. As we grew, we needed more teachers and
volunteers. The JCYC Winter Camp was a good incentive for the children to
attend the classes. The children were learning Jain Philosophy and Gujarati
language.

Jains don’t believe in one God, they believe that God is our guide to Moksha and we are the
followers. - Vrinda Shah (I1)




Tapasvis Following Parna After Sol Bhatthu Tapasvis at Samuh Parna

Tapasvis Recognized in 1991 Gurudev Chitrabhanu Blessing Tapasvi
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The Community Qutreach Years: 1994 - 95
Shree Hasendrabhai Shah

The community growth continued and by 1884 we faced unique challenge due o
increased demands and expectations as a result of increased Jain population and
participation. To serve the community in its varied needs and to generate enthusiasm
with wider participation, the committee members began planning for future activities.
Expansion was conceived collectively and executed as teamwork.

Incorporation of Jain Center was a priority as the community had grown in size and the
assets had increased substantially. This was essential to provide stability, continuity
and for the risk management of the liabilities. The process was started in 1983. Jain
Center became a tax exempt, nen-profit California Corporation on July 10, 1994.

The Jain Art Exhibition - “The Peaceful Liberators” The first of its kind exhibition by
Los Angeles County Museum of Arts took place from October 1994 to January 1985. it
was an unparalleled event in the Western World. Our community worked hard to see
that it was a great success. It was well received among the art critics, students,
educators and was well attended not enly by Jains or Indians but alsc Americans.

The Carved Wooden Temple It was donated to our Center in 1988 and was stored in
Las Vegas for us. With the help of Prof. Bhagwan Sinh and many others, the temple
finally came to Jain Center. When restored, it will symbolize the spirit of Jainism.

Paryushana and Das Laxana Parva 1994 - These were celebrated with Samaniji
Madhurpragnaji and Charitrapragnaji. Jain discourses and meditation for five to six
weeks touched many and in different ways. Many youngsters were able to learn about
Jainism from Samaniji and more so they were able to see glimpses of how a monk
would conduct his/her life under Jain Major Vows. The children's program during this
Paryushana was cone of the best of all time.

Paryushana and Das Laxana Parva 1995 - Paryushana was celebrated with Gurudev
Shree Chitrabhanuji. It was time for fund raising drive for the expansion of Jain
Bhavan. With blessings of Mahavir Swami, a quarter millicn dollars were pledged in
one hour. Ahimsa Awareness group was formed. Das-Laxana Parva was celebrated
with Shree Rajendrabhai Kamdar.

Educational; The JCYC activities continued to grow. A group for youth over 16,
named Jain Association of Young Adults (JAYA), was formed in 1894. In 1994 our
youth showed their organizational ana leadership skills by bidding to host the Young
Jains Association {YJA) bienniel national convention. JAYA plays a unique role in our
community.

Jainism applics to your everyday life. So practice it however you can.

- Sagar Shah (9)
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The Community Empowerment years: 1986-97
Shree Virendrabhai Shah

There was hardly a week without some activity at our Jain Center. The response and
participation by the community was very high. Consequently, the Jain Center visiting
hours were expanded to all day on weekends. Furthermore, the Center made the hall
and the sound system available free of charge to our members to conduct Prarthana
on a death in the family.

Our Sangh helped in the Murti Sthapana in San Diege and San Fernandc Valley,

participated in JAINA convention in Teronto and the YJA convention in San Francisco.
Other highlights were formations of Jain Senior Association and Ahimsa Awareness
Group. Jain Center celebrated the 25™ Year of Gurudev Chitrabhanu’s Dharma Yatra
to North America. Our community is indebted to Gurudev who has been instrumental
for the tremendous growth of our Sangh. We were fortunate to have Gurudev present
in person to show our gratitude and honor him during June 30™ 1996 Dhwaj Rohan

ceremony.

Educational Activities: The enroliment in JCYC class and adult Swadhyay continued to
grow. Mummy-and-me class for 5 to 7 years, once-a-month class for young aduilts,
Hindi language class, conversational Gujarati class, and the quarterly 1-day Shibir on
the Nav Tatvas were added. Curriculum for the JCYC students was reviewed.

Building Expansion Project and Acquisitions: The planning for the expansion continued
with selection of an architect and successful zening change application to City of I
Buena Park. The next door Post Office Bldg. was acquired in July 97. An additional

parcel of approx. 12,000 sq. ft. was also acquired for parking purposes.

Paryushana and Daslaxna Parva - 1896: These Mahaparva were ceiebrated in the
presence of Dr. Kumarpal Desai and Shri Shashikant Sheth, respectively. Activities
included the Kalpasutra and Barsa Sutra Vanchan in the morning, religicus discourses
in the evening, Mahavir Janma Vanchan, Swapna Ceremony, cultural program by
youth, Samvatsari Pratikraman, Samuh Parna and tapasvi bahuman. We had record
monetary contributions for Building Expansion, Jivdaya, Share & Care project,
Ahimsha resource book, The Glery of Jainism book, and Paryushana bolis.

Paryushana and Daslaxna Parva - 1987: These Mahaparva were celebrated in the
presence of Pujya Sunandaben Vohora and Shri Jagdishchandra Doshi, respectively.
In addition to usual activities, unique programs included Samuh Aarti, Samuh Samayak,
Rangoli, Chhatra installation ceremony, and musical programs by Kalyanji & Anandiji
Group, Pareshbhai Shah of San Diege and Hansaben Nagda. The community
attendance exceeded 2,000 with the donations crossing the &-digit mark. First ever
Jain Center directory was published.

(continued on next page) }

An individual who follows the principals laid by jina is calied a fain. The path to achicve salvation

is called Jainism. - Sahil Shah (8)
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Dignitary and Scholar Visits: Jain Center was fornunate to host many dignitaries
including Pandit Dhirajial Mehta, Pujya Sunandaben Vohora, Dr. Kumarpal Desai,
Acharya Chandanaji with Sadhvi Shubhamji and Sadhvi Vibhaji, Gurudev Chitrabhanu,
Dr. Hukamchand Bharil, Shri Kirtichandraji, Charukirti Bhattarakji , Saman Shrutpragnaji
and Ashwinpragnaji, Shri Rajendrabhai Kamdar, Shashikantbhai Sheth, Pravinbhai
Doshi, Subhasbhai Sheth, Jagdishchandra Doshi, Alex Pacheco and Ms. Rae Sikora.

Facility Improvements: These included exterior paint, landscaping, bulletin boards,
fence work, fire extinguishers, emergency lighting, chandeliers, fans, clocks, stage and
temple curtains, auto lighting, faucets, hand dryers, shelving, new public phone, room
partitions, additional chairs / tables / utensils / cabinets and a copier.

White the physical improvements were made to our facilities, various changes to
administrative and operational procedures were also implemented.

Jainism’s motto is iry to prevent violence. Violence can occur by just thinking or talking about it.

- Sejal Shah (16)




Dhwaj Ceremony on 10th Anniversary Dhwaj Ceremony on 10th Anniversary

1
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Derasar with Marble Gabhara
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The Expansion Years: 1998 - cont’d
Shree Kantilal Shah

The current year is full of excitement and enthusiasm as we embark upon expanding
our horizons and build a iarger Jain Center for multitude of activities we conduct.

The Center conducts Paryushana, Das Laxna Parva, Tirthankar Kalyanaks, Pathshala
(religious) classes, language classes, JCYC graduation, winter camp, poojas, ayambils,
medical expo, Ahimsa awareness, community outreach programs, and many speciai
events.

In addition, we are blessed with visits by numerous religicus monks, scholars and
educators to give insightful discourses on Jain religion and its role in our day-to-day life.
Shree Chimanbhai Mody, Dr. Hukamchand Bharil, Sadhvi Shree Shilapiji, Shree
Narendrabhai (Nandubhai) who performed Siddhachakra Poojan, Pujya Atmanandiji
(Or. Sonegji) and Pujya Sunandaben Vohora have already visited us during 1898.

This year Paryushana and Das Laxna Parva will be celebrated from August 19 through
September 5, 1998. The dignitaries visiting us during those auspicious days include
Gurudev Chitrabhanuji and Pundit Dhirajbhai Mehta, respectively.

We need larger facilities to accommodate large number of members to take advantage
of all these activities and dignitary visits. The Jain Center expansion plans include
larger Derasar, larger meeting hall, more study rooms for Pathshala, larger kitchen and
increased parking facilities. The plans would maximize use of the available space. We
will also erect our beautiful wooden replica of the Palitana Temple.

The recently acquired "Post Office Building” is already used for JCYC classes and is
being established as an educational / study section. Following the educational
conference in Boston, cur education team is working to prepare an expanded
curriculum for studying our Jain religicn, philosophy and understanding our culture and
vaiue in life,

We are working tc accommodate the JAINA national library, which will be transferred to
us from Texas. It will give an easier access to the Jain texts and literature for study and

understanding. our Jain religion.

Finally, on behalf of the Board of Directors, coordinators, teachers, volunteers, well

wishers, and silent supporters, [et me express our renewed confidence in our
community and youth to utilize the expanded facilities, to enjoy and cultivate greater
awareness of Jainism and to have a deeper sense of belonging to our Jain Center.

Thank you, Jai Jinendra.

Humans can do anything they decide to achieve.
- Krupa Shah (12)
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A Glimpse
of the Future

Jain Center of Southern California
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Jainism teaches total sclf-control.
- Shrivan Kamdar (15)




Jain Bhavan Expansion Project

INTRODUCTION

With a sense of great pride and accomplishment, we are celebrating the 10th
anniversary of the Jain Bhavan. Our Jain Bhavan was the first custom designed
facility in North America to meet the religious, cultural and social needs of the
Jain community. It has been a showcase of community spirit, dedication and
cooperation amongst the Jain community of Southern California. It has fulfilled
the needs for both, young and aduits, to have a sense of belonging in the
preservation of Jain religion and our cultural heritage.

Since 1988, our Jain Bhavan has been fully utilized for the intended activities.
For the past 10 years, the Jain Bhavan has been a focal point for religious,
educational, cultural, community service, and outreach activities. Over the
years, the requirements as well as the size of our community have increased
steadily, and we now need tc re-plan our facilities to fulfill the added needs of
our expanded community.

Our goal is to integrate the existing Jain Bhavan and the adjoining two properties
and develop into a multi-purpose Jain Bhavan Complex which will fulfill the
needs of our community for next 15 years. In brief, our plan is to rencvate and
enlarge the existing Derasar,; build a large meeting hall, a dining hall, and
adequate number of Swadhay and Pathshala rooms; and provide for adequate
parking.

In additicn, we will include the priceless wooden replica of the famous Palitana
Jain temple, a museum, and the JAINA National Library - a very valuable
resource for scholars and students of Jainism. These amenities will propel our
Jain Bhavan into a prominent destination of international repute for piigrimage,
tourism, and scholarly pursuits.

{Continued on next page)

A good thing to know about predestination is that you and only you have the power to change your
future or destiny. - Payal Vasa (16)




—

With Best Compliments
to

Jain Center of Southern California

from

Chunilal Shah, M. D.
(Family Physician)

11530 La Mirada Blvd.,
|~ La Mirada, CA 90638

Tel: (562) 947-1619
Fax: (562) 947-5969

Ilaben Shah
| Ajit Shah, M. D.
Ajay Shah

I will try my best to be a good Jain.
Ayushee Aithal (8)




PROPOSED PLAN

The proposed Jain Bhavan Complex will have three functional areas as follows:

1. A Religious Complex which will include the Derasar and Gyan Mandir. [t will be
located in the existing Jain Bhavan building which will be renovated.

2. A Cultural Complex which will include a iarge meeting hall, the wooden temple, a
museum, and an underground parking facility. [t will be located in a new building o
be erected next to the existing Jain Bhavan facility.

3. Atma Sadhana Kendra which will include facilities for Swadhay and Pathshala
activities and National Jain Library. It will be located in the existing Post Office
Building which will be renovated.

PROPOSED FACILITIES/AMENITIES

Following major facilities will be included in the proposed Jain Bhavan Complex.

1. Derasar: The existing Derasar wili be renovated and expanded to accommodate
more people during pujas and other religicus ceremonies. Addition of a bhumati
and a dome are under consideration. Qutside appearance will be renovated to
resemble a temple.

2. Meeting Hall: A new hall {8,000 to 10,000 sq. ft.} will accommeodate large
audiences.

3. Classrooms: Adequate number of properly-sized and properly-equipped rooms will
be available toc support Pathshala and Swadhyay activities.

4. Kitchen: Nearly twice the size of the existing facility will be provided.

5. Restrooms:. Adequate restrooms and shower (for Pcoja) facilities will be provided.

6. Wooden Temple: The temple (20° x 20’ x 35’ high) will be a prominent feature of
the entry foyer and it will be integrated with an adjoining museum.

7. JAINA National Library: An expanded library will house a coliection of over 8000
books, audio and video tapes, and CDs being assigned to ocur Center.

Parking: An underground parking facility will provide parking and may be used as a
play area for children or additional dining area. Additional parking will be available
on a neighborhood ot owned by the Jain Center.

{Continued on next page) I

I intend to be a true Jain by being kind to others, and always being truthful and giving respect to
my parents and to elders. - Sonali Vasa (9)
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Best Wishes

With blessing from Gurudev Chitrabhanu,
Strong Foundation from Mahavir Jain Vidhyalaya,
Inspiration from Manilal Panachand Vasa ( father ), and
Tender Loving Care from Prabhavati M. Vasa (mother)

Our company, Pacific Decision Sciences Corporation (PDSC), has become a
market leader in a rapidly growing client/server based computer software
industry. PDSC is in a niche market specializing in customer service
(including field service & Help Desk) management systems.

~—~

PDSC
=5

PDSC’s corporate headquarters are located in Santa Ana, California.
PDSC’s European headquarters are located in Surrey {(near London), U.K.

PDSC’s SUPER SERVICE SYSTEM is used by major corporations
including IBM, Citicorp, Whirlpool, AMP Incorporated, and

Hoffman-La Roche, and ITS. PDSC anticipates going public by the year 1999.
For investment in PDSC, please contact:

Harkishan (Hark) M.Vasa
President & C.E.O. of PDSC

12341 Newport Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92705
Office: (714 ) 832- 2200  Home: {( 714) 771 - 7860

With Best Compliments from the Vasa family:
Harkishan, Kusum, Anita, and Sarita Vasa




COST AND SCHEDULE

Building and Fund Raising Committees set up by the Board of Directcrs are
coordinating the efforts of the Jain Bhavan Expansion Project. An architect has been
selected and briefed to develop the plans for an integrated Jain Bhavan Complex.

Brief overview of the plan is provided here. Members are encouraged to provide
suggestions and input to the Building Committee in a timely manner. The project will
cost approximately $2,000,000 and will take 12 to 18 months to complete pending
regulatory approvals.

SOURCE OF FUNDING

Generous financial contributions are needed from ALL members to complete this major
project. This is a Jain heritage project which will benefit the present generation, and it
will be our legacy for the benefit of the future generations. Qur progress to date has
been made possible through active participation and support of the entire community.
Once again, we appeal to all our members to donate genercusly so that we can
complete the project in a timely manner for the benefit of the community.

The proposed major donations are listed below. For large donations, jeint contributions
from several families are acceptable provided each family contributes at least $25,000.
The donations can be spread over a period of 2 to 3 years, if desired. All major

donations will be recegnized on nicely designed marble plaques which will be placed at

the appropriate locations. The names of all the denors contributing $1,001 or more will
be displayed on a marble plaque to be placed in the entry foyer of the new building.
I LIST OF MAJOR DONATIONS |
LOCATICN & PLEDGE LOCATION & PLEDGE
RELIGICUS COMPLEX (Existing Building} CULTURAL COMPLEX (New Building)
Library (in present hall) $41,000 Land $211,000
Building $125,000
ATMA SADHANA KENDRA Meeting Hall $100,000 I
{(Post Office Building) Wooden Temple $151,000
Land $151,000 Museum $75,000
Building $125,000 Atithi Bhavan | $75,000
Study Rooms 1-2-3-4 (each) $31,000 Atithi Bhavan Il $61,000
l i Swadhyay Rooms 1-2-3-4 {each) $51,000
New Dining Hall $75,000
New Audio-Video System $61,000
Parking Structure $101,000
Elevator $51,000 |

Treat animals as if they are your friends.
- Rohan Vora (9)




Jai Jinendra
Best Wishes

From

Dr. Manibhai & Savitaben Mehta
Minesh Mehta ‘
Dr. Ashish & Asha Mehta
Karina & Shaina

11403 Tortuga Street, Cypress, CA  Tel: (714) 8%98-3156

With Best Compliments
to Jain Center

From

1 Dr. Jayesh Shah
Ramila Shah
Jigar, Akash, & Avni

536 N. Alta-Vista, Monrovia, CA 91016
Tel: 626-357-9888




Jain Center of Southern California
Paryushana 1998
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Jain Center Youth Council (JCYC)

Past and Present
by Shree Saileshbhai Jain

Jain families in LA area felt a need to educate their children in Jain religion.
Very early classes were organized in 1982 at Rajulben and Rajenbhai Mehta’s
residence. Fifty to eighty children attended the Sunday classes. Later, classes
were shifted to Sarlaben and Divyakantbhai's residence, before the Jain Center
was built. Niranjanbhai Shah, Girishbhai C. Shah and Mahendrabhai Khandhar
taught religion at this early stage.

Jain Center Youth Council (JCYC) was established, and children had their own
president of the group. Piyush Mehta, Amit Kothari and Ajit Shah were amongst
few of the children who served as the presidents of JCYC during these years.

Girishbhai C. Shah and Mahendrabhai Khandhar continued to teach (until 1994)
religion when classes were shifted to the Jain Center in 1988. Adult classes
were started at the Center for the parents. Girishbhai B. Shah has been
teaching the adult classes., Sailesbhai Jain joined the team in [ate 1888 to
teach Gujarati. Bindiben Doshi helped Sailesbhai with Gujarati classes.

Geetaben Shah joined the team to teach one of the two Gujarati classes.
Surendrabhai Jain taught Hindi at the center. This year Biren Mehta started
religion classes for eighteen and older (college) youth. Pravinbhai Mehta joined
him to help conduct the class. Savitaben Mehta started “Stutra” class this year.
Our latest addition to our education system is English classes for our senior
members. :

Sailesbhai Jain started coordinating extra curricular activities for children at the
Center. These activities included election of the JCYC president and the
committee, picnic in the park and on the beach, roller skating, roller blading, ice
skating, and visit to area theme parks. Children visited Christian Church, Jewish
Temple, Buddhist Temple and Hindu Temple. Representatives from other
religions were also invited to address our children at the Center. Informative
seminars were held to improve life skills. Debates and discussions with religion
background were introduced to provoke thought process of children. Forums
were arranged for teenage children as well parents of the teenage children to
improve understanding between the generations.

{Continued on next page)

Souls live forever while in the birth and rebirth cycles and also while in Moksha.
Akash Shah (10)




Winter Camp - 97 JCYC Graduation - 98
Student Volunteer Team
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JCYC Early Years JCYC Winter Camp - 96

Early Years - Winter Camp



Winter camp for children has been a regular annual event. Sixty to eighty
children participate in the winter camps. Best part of the camp children enjoy is
the opportunity to be with their friends and make new friends. They have ample
free time besides religious studies to have fun at the camp. Evenings are filied
with entertainment programs performed and arranged entirely by children. They
wish the camp were for a week instead of three nights!

Girishbhai Shah was JCYC coordinator in the beginning years. Kalyanjibhai
Mota and Pallaviben Gala followed Girishbhai C. Shah as coordinators for a
brief period. Sailesbhai Jain was appointed as the JCYC coordinator in 1995
and continues to serve at present.

Participation of students at the Center has exploded in recent years. More than
250 students registered for the classes last year, and more than forty teachers
gave their time to teach them. Majerity of the children are under eleven years of
age. However, there is a significant number of teenagers, which includes
chiidren over sixteen. It is an important fact that we have been able to attract
older children to our Center. The older children are very involved in the Jain
Center activities. They volunteer at events like medical camp and major event
dinners. Last year they introduced temple cleanup, which shows that they take
pride in their Center.

Recently JCYC committee arranged a “Fun and Game Day” for children of all
ages. They helped younger children with creative painting on T-shirts. Children
have been participating in the stage performances during special occasions like
Paryushana and JCYC graduation. Our present JCYC presidents are Suken
Jain and Karishma Shah. They have inspired their committee and other JCYC
children to perform at levels above their past performances, and set a challenge
to the future JCYC leaders. Our JCYC presidents, after the Center was built,
include Suketu Khandhar, Rajiv Gala, Kamal Shah, Preeti Dudhekar, Sunita
Mehta, Shayna Parekh, Mansi Shah and Kevin Shah.

Religious studies and language classes have become more fun for the children
at the Cente(. Qur children’s knowledge of Jain philosophy is commendable.
Recent essay competition on their understanding of Jain religion revealed their
true potential. Everybody must read these essays. Knowledge of our native
language amongst our children was best demonstrated recently in the stage
drama during the JCYC Graduation Day.

(Continued on next page)

. . We learn to respect others .
At Pathshala we learn to say Jai Jinenedra. - Amy Shah (8)




48 Tessera Ave. Foothill Ranch, CA 92610
Ar r OW P aCK Phone (800) 304-9535 Fax {714} 588-8004

Solutions For Your
Custom Packaging

Best Wishes to ‘
JAIN CENTER OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

From

BHARAT, SUNILA, SHEFALI & SHRENIK SHAH

WE DO IT ALL 1

*

Custom Cartons
Chip Boxes:-- Printing * Foil Stamping
Die Cutting * U. V. Coating
* Display Design * Point of Purchase * Standees
Pressure Sensitive Labels
Poster

*

*

*

*

We Have the Solutions for Your Custom Packaging

Barry Shah

ARROW PACK

48 Tessera Ave.

Foothill Ranch, CA 92610

800 304 8535 Fax 714 588 8904




Equally we must appreciate the great effort provided by our teachers. We are
very fortunate to have a dedicated team of teachers and volunteers. They have
given their valuable time for our children, without any expectations in return.

They feel rewarded when they see smiling faces of happy children. Their
enthusiasm is contagious. More and more people are coming forward tc be part
of this incredible experience. Least we can do is to get to know these
volunteers, and spend some time with our children at home to help with
homework to make their job easy.

Our Center has come a long way, and stands the best in the nation. Credit is
equally shared by our children as well as our volunteers, present and past.
However, we shall not gloat in our glory. We shall not let our guards down. We
still have a long way to go. With your support, we will continue cur effort to
make every improvement possible.

I will always remember my ultimate goal in life, which is total salvation.

- Anand Shah (15)




Residential Real Estate Specialist
Serving L.A. and Orange County

“My Client Interest Is My First Priority”

l FREE FREE
NO OBLIGATION MARKET
CONSULTATION ANALYSIS

For All Your Real Estate Needs
— Buying/Selling

CALL

CHHAYA MISTRY
PAGER: (714)320-7777
HOME: (714) 996-9291

TARBELL, REALTORS

“For Real Estate, Knowledge, Experience, Service, and Results, Count on me”

.

I feel sorry for the animals that are caten by the people. They don't deserve to die.
Animals have feelings too. - Paras Shah (9)




JCYC Class Structure - 1997-98

Students: 250 Teachers: 43 QOther volunteers 20
Frequency of ¢classes: Every other Sunday Time: Sunday 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM and snack

Number of students in each Pathshala leve] and Teachers:

Level Studenis Age group Teachers

1 16 5&6 Poorvi Parekh, Parents

2 16 8&7 Chetna Savla, Parents

3 31 7&8 Dhiraj Dedhia

4 24 8&¢9 Smita Doshi, Urvashi Shah

5 27 9,10 & 11 Suryakant Savla

6 28 10,11 & 12 Prakash Gandhi, Naresh Mehta
7 19 11,12 & 13 Yogesh Shah, Kavita Sanghvi
8 22 12,13 & 14 Rajni Mody, Nitin Shah

8 22 14 & 15 Hasendra Shah, Bina Shah
10 21 16 & 17 Pallavi Gala, Ramesh Parekh
11 8 18 thru 24 Biren Mehta, Pravin Mehta

* 100 Adults Girish B. Shah

* 20 7 & older Savita Mehta, Padma Shah

Reserve backup Teachers: Amita Desai, Hasmita Parekh, Dipika Shah, Ramesh Khandhar,
Mahendra Khandhar, Girish C. Shah, Rashmi Shroff

Pathshala Coordinator: Shailesh Desai

Number of students in each Gujarati class and Teachers:

1 26 7,889 Neetu Kothari, Chhaya Shah
2 21 10 thru 16 Jyoti Dedhia, Darshana Shah
3 32 7 thru 12 Pratibha Desai, Darshini Aithat
4 35 8 thru 14 Jayana Shah, Pragna Solanki
5 20 10 thru 14 Usha Mehta, Rekha Doshi
6 1§ 10 thru 16 Sanyukia Sheth, Shardaben Turakhia (Ba)
7 12 12 thru 16 Pallavi Boshi, Rajeshvari Shah
8 18 13 thru 17 Dinesh Shah, Satish Shah
Reserve backup Teachers: Geeta Shah, Pratibha Mehta, Bina Shah
Gujrati Coordinator: Jayana Shah

Number of students in Hind: class, and Teachers:
Ay

1 19 7 thru 20 Surekha Chaplot, Sachi Jain, Heena Vyas
Reserve backup Teachers: Sudha Jain, Indu Jain

Number of students in Adult English class, and Teachers:

1 8 All ages Ramesh Jhaveri, Babubhai Shah
Reserve backup Teachers: Heena Vyas

Other Volunteers:  Registration: Jyoti Vadecha, Snack: Dhiren Mehta, Awards: Sunil Shah,
News Letter: Tejas Mehta, Performing Art: Prafulla Shah, Creative Art: Sachi Jain,

Curriculum: Vijay Sheth, Advisors: Virendra Shah, Sumati Shah, Shayana Parekh & others,
General Coordinator: Sailes Jain




Best Wishes

from

Milan Parekh
and I
- Kamal Patel

BRILLIANT GEMS

550 S. HILL ST. #891
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013

| TEL: (213) 623-7701

{ FAX: (213) 623-2613 |

In Jamism Gods are looked upon as roll models.
- Nikita Shah (11)




JCYC Pathshala Teacher
by Pallaviben Gala

Our Pathshala has come a long way from its humble beginning of one class for
students of all ages at a private home in 1982. We now have a variety of
classes, designed for various age, ability, and needs of the students. On the
10" Anniversary of our Deraser, the Pathshala program is thankful for the
constant support of subsequent Administrations and dedication of the teachers.

It has been the goal of JCSC to provide a wide range of opportunities for the
students who want to learn about the Jain religion. Students are intreduced to
Jain studies starting with Navkar Mantra and names of the Tirthankars. They
then go on to learn about the basic Jain principles like Ahimsa, Karma, Soul and
Body. They also continue to [earn more prayers. This is followed by the entry
into the area of nine reals and 12 bhavnas, which they explore at increasingly
higher levels as they advance. All along, the emphasis is on understanding the
philosophy and applications in daily life in America.

The teachers work diligently to spark children’s interest in Jainism. They spend
time making sure that the students understand the concepts they are teaching.
A variety of teaching methods is employed. Innovative hands-on projects work
wonderfully for Pathshala-I students, whereas games and overhead projections
interest Patshala-Il students. The older students benefit from in-depth
discussions of Jain principles as they relate to current events. The teachers
strongly believe that for our next generaticn to follow and practice Jainism, it is
essential that the students understand the fundamentals well.

As we identify new needs, we start a fresh class. That is how we started the
Mommy-and-me, Teen discussion, and the Sutra classes. The Young Adults
class got started for the same reason. The Pathshala remains dynamic and
progressive in keeping up with the changing needs of the student body.

The results have been extraordinary. We now have about 250 students in 12
classes. They are learning about Jain religion from fundamentals to fine details.
It is very rewarding for teachers and parents to see the children learn and apply
Jain principles in their daily lives. The phenomenal growth and organized
functioning of Pathshala has made JCSC truly the trailblazer in the field of Jain

t education in North America.

kL———————i—i

Ahimsa is a principle that Jains teach and practice not only towards human beings but

towards all nature. Jains have compassion for all forms of life. - Shreyans Parekh (11)




Best Compliments

to
Jain Center of Southern California

from

Amit & Ami Shah

AESHA IMPORTS, INC.
550 S. Hill St. #1203
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Tel: (213) 489-7004
Fax: (213) 489-7003

Jain religion says Jainism means understanding the nature of our soul.
- Nirvi Shah (8)




JCYC Presidents on 10" Anniversary
by Suken Jain & Karishma Shah

On a typical Sunday morning we wake up early and get ready for Jain Center
Youth Council {JCYC) class. We take the ride toc Jain Center for Pathshala class.
There we learn and talk about cur Jain religion and how it affects our lives.

So far in our young lives, religion has piayed a significant role. It has not just
been something that we do once every cther week, but something that affects ‘l
our lives daily. We have learned about things we should do, and how to foliow

our religion. After the religion class, we go to our language class. There, we
learn one of two languages: Gujarati or Hindi. We learn the languages of the
homeland of our parents and ancestors, and that helps us cvercome the
communication barriers between us and our elders.

After our classes we enjoy our snack, then spend time with cur friends. We also
have our event which we hold about once a month. Being around these people,
we have developed friendships like no other. We have made and kept these
friends and enjoy coming to temple and meeting all our friends. Being involved
at Jain Center has given us a great feelihg.

There is nothing like helping those in our community. There is nothing so
satisfying than seeing a child’s face light up from something you have done. ltis
even more so when you do something for many of them. We wish everybody
would see this and suggest that you take up the opportunity.

Jainism fascinates me because it is based on Ahimsa.
- Forum Shah (9)




————————————————————————————

| BEST WISHES TO

JAIN CENTER OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

ON THEIR 10" ANNIVERSARY

Yogesh and Sangita Shah

AKASH, PINITA, SHAILVI

|

AKASH REALTY ASHA DIAMOND

| 8131 KENDRA COURT 629 S. HILL ST. #1200
Anaheim Hills, CA 92808 Los Angeles, CA 90014
Tel.: (714)283-2232 Tel.: (213) 627-0545 |
Fax: (714)283-1532 Fax.: (213)489-1194
Pager: (213)717-7727 Cell: (714) 403-2742

Anybody who makes fun of you and you feel like kicking them or punching them, instead you could
ignore and pretend that was a bird that was humming. - Ravi Shah (16)




Jain Pathshala Teachers Conference
by Pallaviben Gala

The Jain Pathshala Teachers' Conference for 1998 was held in Boston during
May 23-25, 1988. This was the first such conference held in North America.
Jain Center of Southern California was represented by our JCYC coordinator
and JCYC committee member, teachers and parent volunteers. They included
Sailes Jain, Virendra Shah, Vijay Sheth, Dhiraj Dedhia, Chetna Savla, Smita
Doshi, Amita Desai, Shayna Parekh, and Pallavi Gala.

The goal of this conference was to come up with a standard curricuium for ali the
Pathshalas in Northern America. During the first general session, Pathshala co-
ordinators from different centers gave an overview of educational and other
activities going on at their centers.

The most well received presentation was made by cur own teachers - Smita
Doshi and Amita Desai. They showed using presentations and examples the
innovative techniques of teaching complex Jain principles to youngsters. Their
presentation was simply awesome and left audience wanting for more.,

In summary, this meeting allowed us to network with Pathshalas coordinators
and teachers at other centers. It gave us an opportunity to share what we are
doing about Jain education here in Los Angeles area, and learn about
successful programs at their centers.

The interest that the young pecple showed in study of Jainism was quite
impressive indeed. Seeing their zeal, dedication and the ability to stay focused
left the adults feeling quite confident about the future of Jainism in America.

I am proud to be a Jain and be able to follow the stuff that is good and stop the bad stuff.
- Darshak Shah (13}




Best Compliments From
Creative Rings, Inc.

MANUFACTURER OF FINE JEWELRY

Specializing in Tennis Bracelets,
Rings, Pendants, and Bangles

Pradip Dalal Mrudula Dalal

550 S. Hill St. #1493 Los Angeles, CA 90013
Phone: (213) 627-7263 Fax: (213) 627-2830
Toll-free: 800-272-5581

With Best Wishes & Compliments from
Prabha Parekh, Pravin Parekh, Rasik Parekh

and Staff of
House of Spices
“The Home of Laxmi Brand Products™
Wholesale Warehguse Retail Outlet
8440-A-Kass Drive 18550 Pioneer Blvd.
Buena Park, CA 80621 Artesia, CA 90701
Tel: 714-739-1455 Tel: 562-860-9919
Fax: 714-739-5535 Open 11 AM to 8 PM; Tue to Sun

Jainism fascinates me because it is most gentle, nature-friendly and a non-violence based religion.

-~ Shrenik Shah (8}




JCYC Camp Report
by Bansari Shah

Almost every year there is a JCYC camp. 1995 camp was a great way to end
the year. There were classes, talent shows, snowball fights, and much more

during the four-day camp to keep the children busy. Adults from Jain Center

volunteered to teach the classes and chaperon the children.

There were eight sessions of religious classes during the first three days. The
Pathshala classes from Jain Center were divided into two groups. Group | was
made of Pathshala | and 1l. Group Il included Pathshala Ii! and some students
from Pathshala Il. Group | studied about samayika, equanimity, pratikraman,
destiny, 24 Tirthankaras, Navkar Mantra, Paryushana, knowledge and conduct.
Group |l studied about destiny, samayika, discernment, equanimity, theory of
karma, rational perception, pratikramana, knowledge and conduct. A lot of hard
work and dedication was put into these subjects by both students and teachers.

Every night the participants entertained others by performing skits, plays,
dances, games, etc. Each individual was able to keep busy. Despite the
number of activities, the snowball fights were the most popular at the camp.

On the third day, all participated in a three hour hike. This was a simultaneous
activity with visitors day, where parents could come and see how their child is
deing. Many of the parents participated in the hike. The hike seemed to help
the bond between adults and children. With plenty of snow around, the hikes
turned into snow ball fights. Even the adults got into the snow fights. it was one
of the most exciting, yet relaxing events held at camp.

Everyone received three meals a day. The kids were happy since it was all non-
Indian food, from pizza, spaghetti and lasagna to tostadas and burritos. Snacks
were provided when one was hungry during a break. Sounds delicious, eh?

There was a test on the last day of camp. Most found the test not too hard, yet
not too easy. ‘A ceremony was held to honor those who did well on the test, and
did some good deeds during the camp. Overall, the camp participants did a
great job. The adults provided all kinds of help with lots of love and concern.
Everyone had fun, learned quite a bit of religion and participated in other
activities held by the volunteers. What a great way to end 1995 and a fantastic
way to begin 1996.

We Jains are self reliant. We have vows rather than commandments. Nobody forces us to
follow the spiritual path. - Anjuman Shah (8)
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I have great pride in myself. 1 feel great and happy to be Jain.
- Rohan Sheth (10)




Gujarati Classes
by Jayanaben Shah

Student 1: That was a hard test. | wish | had started the Gujarati class when you
did. Then | would be able to read and write like you.

Student 2: Yes, that's true. Now | am glad my parents pursued me to come here
ten years ago.

When parents hear words like these, one can be proud that we are passing on
our culture, our language, and our heritage to our children. When teachers hear
words like these, one can be proud that slowly but surely, we are making a
difference in these students’ lives.

These classes were pioneered ten years ago when the Jain Center first opened
by Gitaben Shah and Shardaben Turakhia (Ba). The vision at the time was to
give our children, who were born and raised in the United States, an opportunity
to learn our language and communicate with their elders. In the last ten years,
we have seen them not only accomplishing these goals, but also learning and
enjoying a little of our history, culture, and rituals. Coming to the Jain Center
has given them the feeling of belonging to something that they can inherit from
their parents and can pass on {c their own children.

Not only have Guijarati classes exceeded their goals, but they have grown from
one class - two teachers, and 15 students to eight different classes, 16 teachers
and over 225 students. The classes include: Beginner | and [l; Intermediate |
and Il; Advanced |, I, and [lI; and Conversational. '

The Conversational class is just an example of how we create new classes
depending on the needs of the children. Since there were some teenagers who
were interested in learning conversational skills, this class was started.
Advanced Il is another class which does not focus only on reading and writing.
In fact, we teach them more about Gujarati culture, such as the significance of
different festivals, the Indian national anthem, and our costumes.

All in all, the Gujarati classes have been a huge success and will continue
getting better with continual support.

-

I try to be positive always. When I hear my parents say something I do as I'm told.

- Akash Shah (11)
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I find fascinating that for every deed that you do, you get a specific karma.
- Pinita Shah (14)




Hindi Classes
by Sachiben Jain

Hindi classes were started after having success with Gujarati classes. Surendra
Jain was the first Hindi teacher. He taught for two years. At that time the classes
were discontinued due to lack of interest.

Few years later there was a renewed interest and classes were started again.
Surekha Chaplot and Sachi Jain have been teaching Hindi for the last two and a
half years with help from Heena Vyas, Sudha Jain, Indu Jain and others. The
first year we taught vowels, conscnants and mantras. The second year we
added grammar and short stories. This year we added a conversation class.

Our work is particularly challenging because we have children from ages 7
through 17 and at different proficiency levels all in the same class. We cannot
split the classes because we have limited number of teachers and students.

We asked the students the reasons why they wanted to learn Hindi? The
following are the two main reasons:

1. So they can communicate with their grandparents and other relatives when
they visit India.

2. So they can understand Hindi movies.

As interest develops we will get better organized and learn from the experience
and success of our fellow Gujarati teachers. Teaching is extremely rewarding
most of the time and frustrating sometime. We encourage everybody to
volunteer to teach and share our experience. The rewards are worth a lot more
than the effort we put in. We will always cherish the love and respect we have
received from our students.

Jainism fascinates me because I don’t think bad thoughts and say bad words.
- Mehul Parikh (10)
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Lakewood, CA 90715
Tel: (562)-860-7116

What hits me the most, is Jainism’s compassion for all life.
- Tanvi Vyas (15)
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I pray everybody gets moksha, everybody has equanimity and contentment. I pray for
peace in the world. - Amman Desai (8)
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Nirmal
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Tel: (213) 627-0433
Fax: (213) 627-9247
Toll-free: (800) NEON-GEM

Ahimsa also means not to think bad. When you think bad you are still doing mental violence.
- Mona Shah (11} '
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Jainism has had a deep and profound impact on my life and the way that I lead 1t. It is the

mold for my moral character, - Chaitali Gala (17)
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Providing The Unique Siddhachakra Maha Pujan
Performed By Narendrabhai Nandu And His Group
Along With The Surprise Item Of "Indra - Indrani"

From:
Navin & Divya Gangar
Sejal & Virendra Rode

420 East Blueridge Avenue, Orange, CA 92869
Tel: (714) 283-0323

EMAIL: RSTEPHAN@CHAPMAN.EDU

Lord Mahavir taught us that each soul is independent and equal. Also, each soul is capable of
being God itself. - Nayatr: Shroff (8)
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I hope that I will expand and promote Jainism in the future and hard obstacles will creep

away from me. - Dipam Doshi (12)




Congratulation on 10" Anniversary
Jain Center of Southern California

With Best Compliments
From

Kayson Gems Inc.

550 S. Hill St., Suite 1487
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Tel: (213) 622-8263
Fax: (213) 622-9769

JAPAN INDIA BELGIUM

With Best Wishes
fo

Jain Community of Southern California

from

TANMAY TRAVEL SERVICES, INC.

411 W. 5" Street, Suite 50
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Tel: (213) 243-1212

For one thing, when I practiced Jainism it makes me feel happy and a bit satisfied. It makes me
feel right and sure of myself. - Shanehi Shah (11)




Swadhyay in Diamond Bar / Walnut area
Shree Rameshbhai Khandhar and Yogeshbhai J. Shah

These classes were started in early 1996 following a JCYC winter camp.
Ramesnbhai Knandhar initiated a discussion about winter camp experiences
with some of the friends at a get-together. This was followed by questions about
Jainism, Karmas and how it affected us. The discussion took a new turn as
more people joined in this interesting and fascinating exchange of ideas. After

i an educational and enjoyable discussion, many participants liked the idea to
have a Swadhyay on regular basis.

Yogeshbhai J. Shah called several area families to discuss possible class, time
and place, and decided to put it in action. These efforts resulted in a regular
Swadhyay in Diamond Bar/Walnut area.

First swadhyay was held at a Jain family home in Diamond Bar in January 1996.
The topic was "27 questions of Gandhiji to Shrimad Rajchandra”. Everyone
agreed to meet at 10:30 AM on every other Sunday for two hours, when there is
no JCYC class at Jain Bhavan. The first swadhyay was attended by abcut eight
adults. The attendance grew tc about 25 to 30 adults as more people learned
about it. After "Gandhiji's questions™ were completed in about three months,
everyone was ready to study Atma-Siddhi which contains the essence of
Jainism. The book “] am soul” by Pujya Tarulatabai Mahasatiji is used as a
reference book to study Atma-Siddhi.

Later, Dilipbhai Shah joined the swadhyay and taught the participants
interesting topics like, the meaning of Namockar Mantra, Siddha-Chakra, etc.
| Both Rameshbhai and Dilipbhai have been adding Jain stories at the end of

each swadhyay session and making the discussions more interesting for
everyone,

These swadhyays are held at different Jain family homes. Yogeshbhai J. Shah
maintains the class scheduie. Usually the classes are suspended during
summer or when Jain dignitaries from India are invited at our Center for
discourses and shibir.

For more information on this swadhyay, please contact Yogeshbhai J. Shah at
608-861-3557 or Rameshbhai Khandhar at 809-598-1777.

In my opinion it is more important to let Jainsim reflect through your every day actions in
life. - Deepa Shah (15)




With Best Compliments

from

Viren and Rita Kothari .

'DIAGEM IMPORTS

550 S. Hill St. Suite1065
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Tel: (213) 622-0333
Fax: (213) 622-8019
Toll-free: (800) 509-GEMS

College 1s the transition from adolescence to true adulthood and I have to use Jainism
to ensure that it is a smooth one. - Maulik Shah (17)




Young Adult Swadhyay
by Biren Mehta

it's been a common trend at our temple for youth to attend Pathshala classes
until the ripe age of sixteen or so. For many years the older high school and
young college students have limited their visits to only major ceiebrations such
as Mahavir Jayanti. There has been a gap in the spread of ages that attend the
Derasar regularly. Many young adults do not see a reason to come because
there is no regular meeting or a group of their peers.

In an effort to unify young Jain adults, mainly college students and high school
seniors, the Jain Study Group was formed in late 1997. The group meets once a
month at Jain Bhavan and the participation is restricted to students of age
eighteen and above. The first meeting was a workshop explaining the
importance of Jain religion in the lives of young adults. Binders with some
introductory material were distributed at that meeting. It was attended by about
25 students.

Often, it is difficult for us to learn about spiritual theories because of the
language barrier. The idea behind the Jain Study Group is to provide young
adults with the opportunity to enhance their understanding of these concepts in
English. One of the first steps in the process of developing a new class was to
find out the interest level about certain topics. In order to make the two-hour
sessions effective, it was necessary to emphasize practical concepts about each
topic. For example, when discussing karma theory, we spend an hour
discussing the mechanism of how it works, and then during the second hour we
discuss how our daily action attract the karmic matter. The goal is to leave the
class with ideas that will be thought about on a regular basis while performing
routine activities. The Group’s focus is on the concerns and issues facing young
Jain adults living in Western society. It is meant to be interactive, a forum where
we can share and explore the perspective of cur peers.

In recent months the lecture topics have been: The purpose of life, the effect of
addictions, and the karma theory. Following the lecture, we discuss various
topics that have a practical impact on our lives. The discussions have ranged
from personal issues such as practicing Jainism in our everyday lives to political
issues like euthanasia and capital punishment.

Jainism is very clear and to the point in its teachings.
- Hemali Shah (15)
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English Classes for Senior Citizens
by Shree Sailesbhai Jain

Jain Center has a large population of senior citizens. They participate and enjoy
many activities at our center. Many of them feel that they are missing out on few
other pleasures of life because they do not know English.

Cne important pleasure they miss is the communication with their grand
children, even though we at Jain Center are making progress in teaching our
children our languages. Second important factor is that they are hesitant to go
out to market or in public because they can not communicate in English.

Jain Center has started English cilasses for senior citizens, and others who want
to learn to communicate in English. Shree Ramesh Jhaveri volunteered to teach
the class. Shree Babubhai Shah joined in the teaching duties as the classes
continued.

We started with four students, and reached to ten students. We are getting calls

from people who are interested in teaching the class. We will have more
teachers as they become available. We expect more students to join the class.

In the future I will become a teacher at the Jain center and I will try to become the

president of Jain center. - Sunil Parekh (11}
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| With Best Wishes
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| Tel: (562)-402-6162

Jain teachings have taught me not to look at a problem or a suggestion at one angle, you should

look at them with different points of vicws too. - Puja Sheth (13)




A Good Deed Worth Mentioning

Jain Center Clean Up Day
by Suken Jain

On Sunday, July 27, 1997, JCYC held it's first Jain Center Clean Up Day.
Planned by the JCYC committee, youth and adults came cut to do all they could
to clean up our place of worship. The Jain Center takes pride in the services of
our volunteers and requests others to join in this worthy cause to enhance the
beauty cf our “second home”.

The work that needed to be done included cleaning the fans, TVs, kitchen, pooja
room, side storage area in pocja room, shoe racks, silver lamp, white boards,
office, polishing rails, removing tape in halls, shower rooms, bathrooms, guest
rocm and arranging chairs. At first, doubts of finishing the tasks arose, but
volunteers kept coming in throughout the day and the task began to look
attainable.

This event began at ten in the morning and lasted until six in the evening. Some
people stayed for the whole day and others were there for part of the time. Most
of the volunteers were children. There were about 45 children volunteers from
ages 7 to 22. They were split in groups and put in a lot of hard work, while using
team work. There were about 15 adults, and they put in their share of hard labor
too.

The planning and spirit of participation made the event very successful. Al of
the planned work was completed. After adding it all up, there were over 300
man hours put into this event. The volunteers were rewarded with candy, and a
lunch of Jain pizza and soda. Starting with this program, we have come up with
a system to make this a regular event with less work.

We plan to have two to three clean up days per year so we can keep our
place of worship clean. Look for these opportunities in the coming
months and plan on joining us in sharing the tasks.

I, along with the rest of JCYC committee and others, wouid like to thank all who
came out and gave their time and effort.

I finally felt that internal happiness is within myself. I felt the difference between my body
and soul and found it is not necessary to eat for the soul to survive. - Bansari Shah (14)




Best Compliments
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Pankaj & Nira Sheth
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I am fascinated by the principles of Jainism which stands for everything that is right faith,
knowledge and conduct. - Siddharth Dangi (9)




Maintaining And Representing Our Religious And Cultural

Identity As Jains In North America
l by Chandrakant J. Parekh

The celebration of the 10th anniversary of the inauguration of the Jain Center of
Southern California in 1998 is a fitting tribute and a major testament to the challenge of
Maintaining And Representing Qur Religious And Cultural identity As Jains In North
America. This topic is also the subject of the 1998 JAINA National Essay Competition.
II Both of these events are of great significance to me. Ten years ago, 1 had the privilege

of serving as a Vice President in the Executive Committee led by Dr. Manibhat Mehta
which oversaw the planning, construction and inauguration of the Jain Center. Ten
years later, | have the honor of serving as one of the three judges, with Dr. Bruce
Costain (Balbhadra) from Toronte, Canada and Dr. Dilip Shah frem Qakbrook, lllinois,
to review 123 essays submitted by the Jain youths from all over the United States and
Canada.

Qur Jain Center was the first custom designed facility in North America to meet the
religious, cultural and social needs of a Jain community. For the past 10 years, our
Jain Center has been a focal point for religious, educational, cultural, community
service, and outreach activities. These activities and the size of our community have
increased steadily, and we now need to re-plan our facilities to fulfill the demands of
our expanded community. Once again, | have the privilege of serving as a member of
the Jain Center Building Committee and our goal is to integrate and develop the
existing Jain Bhavan and the adjcining properties into a multi-use Jain Bhavan
Complex. The facilities being planned will include a religious complex with an enlarged
Derasar and Gyan Mandir (JAINA National Library), a cultural complex with a large
meeting hall, the wooden replica of the Palitana temple, a museum and underground
parking, and an Atma Sadhana Kendra complex for Swadhaya and Pathshala
activities. These amenities will once again help us to reinforce our commitment to
represent and preserve our religious and cultural identity well into the future.

As mentioned earlier, 123 youths ranging in age from 5 to 18 years rose to the
challenige of expressing their ideas and commitments in an essay competition on the
topic of Maintaining And Representing Our Religious And Cuitural Identity As Jains in
North America. As a testimonial to the success of our Pathshala program, the bulk of
the essays, a total of 101 entries, were submitted from the Jain Center of Southern
California. The essays were categorized under four age groups (5-10 years, 11-14
years, 15-18 years, and 19 year and above), and were assessed for richness of
content, clearness of presentation, quality of language, and details of the personal
practice and a personal pian. While the first, second, and third place winners will be
recognized in each of the four age categories, in my estimation all of the 123
participants are winners. These ycuths candidly expressed their thoughts and shared
their feelings about being a Jain (a great sense of pride and joy), their understanding of
the Jain religion (remarkably good and detailed knowiedge), their personal practice
(strong ethics and awareness about Ahimsa and vegetarianism), and their personal
m plan (unwavering commitment to upheld and promote the Jain principles). Having had
the privilege of reviewing all these essays, | feel very confident that the future of
Jainism in North America is well assured into the next millennium.

\———————4\\—‘—‘_“—-—'—_‘.—-———___//



Congratulations to
Jain Center on their 10™ Anniversary
from

KALPESH, ROOPA JHAVERI & FAMILY

RAHUL, KIRAN PARIKH & FAMILY

With Best Compliments From
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Brown Star International

550 S. HILL ST. #1534
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013
Tel: (213) 629-1345
Fax: (213) 629-3728

My answer to being vegetarian is that 1 respect animals and I don’t think it is fair to kill them for a
temporary pleasure to my tongue. - Nikhil Vasa (13)
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Jai Jinendra

from

Jiten and Hina Doshi

HINA ASSOCIATES
Bookkeeping & Income Tax Services

b
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- Rowland Heights, CA 91748-0482
Tel. (628) 964-3384

With Best Compliments to
Jain Center of Southern California

from

DILIP SHAH

Allstate Insurance
AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

14717 Prairie Ave
Lawndale, CA 80620
PHONE: 310-870-1908
FAX: 310-870-0297

I think that Jainism is truly the way of life which will help me to stay on the right path and show
others to do the same. - Ronak Jhaveri (13)




Jain Association of Young Adults (JAYA)
by Neha Shah

Jai Jinendra! My name is Neha and | have been the president of the youth
group, JAYA, at the Jain Center of Southern California for the past two years.
We have established a volunteer service program where youths assist doctors at
the annual medical expec and serve food during Jain Center regular programs.

JAYA publishes a youth newsletter Jiva in which we address religious and social
issues that Jain youth experience. The newsletter also has a “Dear Jiva” section
where youths ask questions and express their opinions on issues.

JAYA held numerous activities that enabled Jain youths 1o interact with each
other. We organized many forums where religious, social and first generation
adjustment issues were discussed. Religious awareness was created for
Jainism and other religions. The youth group visited a Buddhist temple and
learned the principles of Buddhism. This activity made the youths realize the
many similarities between Jainism and Buddhism.

We put together a youth program at Jain Center during Mahavir Jayanti. We
held a fashion show that modeled Western and Indian clothes that were made of
animal-free products. Along with the fashion show many youth girls tcok a trip to
the Newport Beach Fashion Island Mall where they were made aware of make-

up products that were cruelty-free.

We also held two successful bonfires at the beach where youths came together
for a casual social purpose. Lastly, we held three banquets where youths from
all over came together to enjoy music, dancing and food. We continue to strive
to balance the religicus and social aspects of activities for the Jain youths of
Southern California. As a result, awareness of religion developed, understanding
of our society and culture enhanced and more importantly a sense of connection

occurred among the youths.

Without Jainism in my life, [ would be a lost soul. To me being a Jain is a privilege.
- Sonal Sheth (13)
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3rd Biennial YJA Convention - "Back to Basics”
by Mona Vadecha, YJA Western Regional Coordinator & Director of Events

The 3rd Biennial Young Jains of America (YJA) convention was held during July 2 to 5,
1998 in Houston, Texas. YJA and the Houston Convention Committee worked together
to ensure that the convention is a successful educational and social experience for all
the participants. There were 725 youth in attendance from all around North America,
approximately 80 of whom were from the Los Angeles area.

The convention was held at the beautiful Del Lago Resort Hotel, where large
convention facilities were available. Distinguished dignitaries and professors from
around the world were invited to discuss Jainism and related philosophical issues with
the youth. Invited speakers included: Benjamin Zephaniah, Gurudev Shree
Chitrabhanuji, Sadhvi Shilapiji, Balabhadraji (Bruce Costain}, Dr. Cromwell Crawford,
and Professor Janice Leoshko. Benjamin Zephaniah, a renowned African poet and
professor, was the keynote speaker, and he was able to bring the crowd to its feet with
his passionate speech about cur need to go back to the "Basic Good" of society.

There were alse a great number of youth that participated as presenters or moderators
for workshops at the convention. Among them were several youth from the Los
Angeles area, specifically--Sarita Vasa, Neil Vadecha, Nimesh Desai, and Niraj Shah.
The topics they covered ranged from the application of Aparigraha (limiting the
possessions) to our daily lives to the ethical implications of new bictechnological
procedures. The information and enthusiasm of the youth moderators were impressive.

In addition to educational seminars and discussions, there were many opportunities for
social interaction at the convention. A social activity was planned for each night of the
convention. On first night, there were ice-breaker. On the next night, there was a
garba/raas, and on the final night, there was a formal dinner and dance. These
activities allowed the participants to relax and gave them the opportunity to get to know
others. The convention ended on Sunday with a tour of the Jain Society of Houston
and some gocd homemade food {yum yum!!i).

All convention participants went home with something --- be it a new understanding of
Jain principles or a new friend with whom they will stay in touch over the years.
Hopefully future YJA conventions will be greeted with as much enthusiasm as this
convention. It is this strong support, from both the youth and adults in cur community,
that will ensure the growth of Jainism in the Western world,

-

Violence 1s not needed in life.
- Amy Shah (12)
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I think Jainism is the best culture and I really watch out for other human beings and living
creatures. - Nishita Doshi (11)
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The time will come when men will look on the murder of animals as
they now look on the murder of men. ~— Leonardo da Vinci

WITH BEST WISHES
FROM

Nirali,Nilomi,
Nilesh and Krina Shah

HORIZON DIAMONDS, INC.

550 South Hill St., Suite 690,
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Tel: (213) 623-5015
Fax: (213) 623-2303
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Jain Seniors Association
by Shree Rashmibhai Shah

Qur Jain community has grown significantly and the Jain Center has undertaken
numerous projects to better serve the special needs of our children, teens and
young adults. Similar intentions led to the creation of the Jain Seniors
Association (JSA) which is now in its third year.

The membership has grown tc 65 individuals and families, all of whom pay
nominal dues to be part of this organization. There is an executive committee
which in consultation with its members, decides upon the programs for the group
and arranges six to eight events a year. Programs address not only the religious
but alsc social needs of this specific group.

The organization provides members with an opportunity tc spend time together
and share with each other their unique experiences of past and present. The
events are well advertised and coordinated. The full participation of most
members reflects upon the dedication and good heartedness of our committee
members and volunteers who contribute time, money, and energy to make every
event a memorable one.

Chaitya-Paripati, Diwali, Rangoli competition, picnics, and sight seeing tours are

just a few of the events that have been arranged in the past. Our bus journeys
are always sold out in advance. Chaitya-Paripati has become so popular that
we are not able to accept all the invitations that are extended to us.

JSA members would like {0 thank all those Jain families who not only invited us
to their homes and made elaborate arrangements at their own expense to
entertain everybody, but alsc made generous donations to our Jain Center.

Quite a few of our seniors have no social outings with their peers and are non-
drivers. Thus they depend upon other organizations like JSA, SAHARA, AISA
etc. to see and visit new places. More events such as those mentioned above
need to be arranged to give them relief from their dull and dependent routine
lives. We are also looking into the possibility of availing a vehicie to provide
transportation to those elders who are unable to participate in various activities
sponsored by our Jain Center. If you wish to make a donation towards this,
please let us know and together, we can go much farther to serve our senijors.
One thing that we cherish most is cur Indian cultural heritage, and this has
taught us to give our utmost love and respect to our elders.

When [ have a bad dream, I always count Navkar Mantra which gives me security.
- Chandani Shah (9)




Congratulations To
Jain Center Of Southern California

Aishwaria
Chirag and Shaily Shah

AVANI, INC.

550 S. HILL ST. #1153
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013
TEL: (213) 627-4266
FAX: (213) 627-4267

With Best Compliments From

l Neha, Harshad
Nitin & Usha Doshi

l Diamanit, Inc.

550 S. HILL ST. #1185
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013
TEL: (213) 627-7456
FAX: (213) 627-6652

I always tell the truth at home and at school. Sometimes it gets me in trouble but I think that
telling the truth is better. - Neil Solanki (8)




Jain Associations in North America (JAINA)

Jain Center of Southern California was the main force behind bringing all Jains
together in North America and made possible the formation of JAINA. The hard
work and dialog with all the-then established Jain Centers continued for almost a
year and culminated in the first ever and formative convention of JAINA in Los
Angeles in 1981.

This was possible because of blessings of Acharya Sushil Muniji & Gurudev
Chitrabhanuji, guidance from Prof. Padmanabh Jaini, enthusiastic support of our
members, and spirit of cooperation by all Jain Societies/Centers.

About 15 organizations across North America participated in the formation of the
federation, although not all couid attend the first convention hosted by our Jain
Center in Los Angeles. The constitution was adopted with the objectives and
working of the management. It was decided to hold biennial convention with the
election of the new committee. Qur then-VP Lalit C. Shah was elected as the
First President. The name of the organization was agreed to be Federation of
Jain Associations in North America or JAINA in short.

The 9® (most recent) JAINA convention with Dr. Manibhai Mehta of our Jain
Center as JAINA president was held in Toronto in 1997 and was attended by
over 7000 members. All across North America Jains are getting together and

keeping their identity and teaching main principles of Jainism - Ahimsa, ‘|
Anekantvad and being vegetarian. JAINA has done humanitarian and social
work in India and other countries. The educational activities of JAINA are
helping all Jain Centers to provide material for classes and help in setting the I
curriculum,

The JAINA library with over 8000 books and many Audio / Videc cassettes will
move to Los Angeles in [ate 1898,

it is gratifying‘that because of hard work and dedication of the successive
Committees, and Administrations, today JAINA has grown to about 54 member
Societies/Centers with international stature, exceilent link with India,
humanitarian activities, children’s education and progressively successful
geographically dispersed nine biennial conventions.

A classroom 1s where cveryone learns, the student and the teacher.
- Kaanan Shah (12)




IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Kumudchandra Balubhai Shah Dr. Sheela Nitin Shah
(12/16/29-5/7/98) (2/14/53-3/23/90)

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

Mrs. Rasilaben Kumudchandra Shah
Dr. Nitin Kumudchandra Shah and
Hiten Nitin Shah

Another theme of Jainism is that of self discipline.
- Reena Shah (12}




Medical Expo
by Dr. Nitin Shah

The first health camp or medical expo was held in April of 1981 at the initiation
and recommendation of Jain Social group - LA. About 20 medical and
paramedical professionals started the medical expo at the Jain Center. Ever
since that humble beginning, the expo has become an annual event.

The health camp is jointly sponsored by Jain Center of Southern California and
Jain Sccial Group of Los Angeles . It takes place at Jain Bhavan in Buena Park.
The whole Center is converted into a clinic. Almost all the major medical
services are covered at this expo. The scope of the expo has been expanded
every year to accommodate growing community needs.

The medical expo lasts from about 10 AM to 4 PM on a Sunday. The
atmosphere is like a big get-together where everybody from seniors to children
have something to look forward to. They may be there for check up or to help in
many different ways or just to have fun visiting friends. Whatever the case may
be people turn out in big numbers on that day at Jain Center. The number of
people taking advantage of these services has gone from 100 in 1991 to nearly
300 in 1298.

Over last eight years there has been phenomenal growth in the health camp.
Over 100 professionals donated the time at the last medical expo held on April
19" 1998. Over 25 medical specialties are represented at the medical expo.
The attendees are examined and obtain guidance from physicians on their
health concerns. The expo is primarily a preventive measure and helps
diagnose potential health problems. The patients are advised to follow through
to take proper care of their condition.

In addition to several physicians, medical technclogists, and volunteers, several
professional organizations provide their services during the medical expo.
These include Irish Cantor Center for Breast Imaging and Mobile Mammography
of UCLA, Indo-American Association of Medical Laboratory Professionals,
Kaiser Permanente, Marquette Electronics, Mission City Community Network,
Secure Horizons, UCI Medical Center, Van Nuys Laboratories, and others.

(continued on next page)

Jainism enriches my life and gives me the key to unlock the mysterious doors of life.
- Bansari Sheth (13)




With Best Compliments From

U.S. DIAMONDS, INC.

Shukla Dhananjay

550 S. HILL ST., Suite 597
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013
TEL: (213) 489-5200
FAX: (213) 488-0906
BEEPER: (213) 719-2354

With Best Wishes from
Shashin & Rajul Shah

Diamond Source, Inc.

550 S. HILL ST., Suite 1125
LLOS ANGELES, CA 50013
TEL: (213) 891-9110




Facilities offered: Measurement of height, weight, heart rate, blood pressure,
electrocardiogram, mammography, PAP smear examination, various blood tests
including hemoglobin, sugar, cholesterol, blood grouping and typing and many
others.

Professionals: anesthesiolegist, ayurvedic doctor, cardiologist, dentist, dietitian,
ear, nose and throat surgeon, family practiticner, general surgeon, gynecologist,
hematologist, internist, medical assistant, medical laboratory technologist,
neurosurgeon, nurse, oncologist, ophthalmologist, optometrist, orthopedic
surgeon, pathologist, pediatrician, pharmacist, psychiatrist, pulmonologist,
urologist, yoga etc.

Flu Vaccinations

Flu vaccinations were administered for the first time at the Jain Center during
October - November of 1995, About 100 people took advantage of this free
service. Since then it has become an annual event. In 1987, Dr. Nitin Shah
administered flu vaccinations tc approximately 300 people which alsc included a
few non-Indian senior citizens from the Buena Park area. The vaccinations are
provided by Orange County Health Department. This annual event is of great
benefit not only to our community but also for all the senior citizens living in the
city of Buena Park and the neighboring communities.

I will tell myself everyday that “I shouldn’t be attached to anything in life because what am 1 going

to take with me when 1 die or leave Earth.” - Rachana Shah (13)




Shree Bidada Sarvodaya Trust
Non-Profit Charitable Organization

Bidada Hospital Maru Hospital
Village Bidada, Mandvi, Dist. Kutch, Gujarat 286-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Parel,

Indta 370435; Tel: (028348) 4444 Mumbai - 400012;
Tel: 4146111, 4146122, Fax: 4154444

Congratulations on the Tenth Anniversary of
Jain Center of Southern California

Bidada Sarvodaya Trust Thanks All the Board of Directors and
Members of Jain Center of Southern California for Participating in
the Medical Camp.

e Eye Camp e Dental Camp
o Medical Camps « Surgical Camps

http://www.Bidada.com
Please support the humanitarian work carried out by the Trust. During the past 24 years,
more than 1.25 million patients have been treated during the medical and surgical camps,
thanks to people like you. Your contributions make our work possible.

Join us as a physician or volunteer in the next medical camp, held every January.

Your contributions could save someone from blindness, suffering from heart illness or any
other diseases, some of which if left untreated could result into death.

For further information contact:
Dr. Manibhai Mehta 714-898-3156 Navin Gangar 714-283-0323
Popat Savla 818-792-6992 Vijay Chheda 714-573-1324

Ramesh Shah 909-861-0736
Send your tax deductible contributions to help the sick and needy.

Make checks payable to Jain Center of Southern California, ref: Medical Camp.
Mail to: Dr. Manibhai Mehta, 11403 Tortuga St., Cypress, CA 90630

Jainism teaches total self-control.
- Shrivan Kamdar (15)




Medical Camp - Bidada, India

Shree Navin Gangar

One must see in person to believe the dedication and hard work of the
volunteers of the Bidada Medical Camp. We consider ourselves fortunate to be
associated with such a noble and humanitarian work. The Bidada hospital is
entering its 25" year of medical services to the sick and needy people in the
district of Kutchh (Gujarat), Rajasthan, and other parts of the country. The
hospital started with the eye and dental camps. It is located about 800 miles
northwest of Mumbai. Bidada, though a village of approximately 5000 peaople,
provides cne of the best medical facilities in entire Kutchh.

The hospital was built in 1985 with 40 beds taking care of eye, dental, general
check up, pathology facility, x-ray facility and two surgery units. Bidada hospital
has been treating and examining patients from 18 different medical faculties.
Federation of Jain Associations in North America (JAINA) got involved with this
humanitarian project eight years ago.

A major medical camp is organized during the month of January each year at
which approximately 13,000 patients are examined. Patients needing major
surgeries are referred to hospitals in Mumbai. Several more special surgical
camps are organized by the hospital during the year. In the last 24 years, 1.3
million patients have been examined and 34,000 patients have been operated at
Bidada hospital. Approximately 2,955 patients have been called to Mumbai for
major operations,

Members of Jain Center of Southern California have supported the activities of
the Bidada Trust since 1891. Many members have visited the facilities as well
as perscnally participated with their professional medical services at these
camps. The Trust congratulates the Jain Center on its 10" anniversary.

We herewith give thanks to the Jain Center of Southern California for helping
the Trust in every way possible and we hope the Jain Center of Southern
California will continue to support the Trust's medical activities in the future.

I will be talking about Jainism because 1 am Jain and if you are not, | hope, you will be Jain in
couple of weeks or months. - Neel Shah (10)




Best Compliments
to
Jain Center

From

Hersh — Sheel
&

Nishith and Mina Choksi

Congratulations

On The Tenth Anniversary

Wishing Jain Center Continued Growth and Success
With Best Compliments from

Rasik & Manjula Sheth
Nilesh, Purvi, Palak, Nirali

And

Hitesh, Kajal, Mitali, Samir & Komal Sheth

1254 Candlewood Dr.
Fullerton CA 92833
714-871-9134

As for the promotion of Jainism, my practices will be and should be self-promoting. I pray God to
give me sense to pursue the path set by them. - Hirav Gandhi (9)




Share and Care of Greater Los Angeles

Approaching 10™ Anniversary
by Maltiben Maheta and Virendrabhai Shah

It all began in 1988 with Irvine High School students donating 65 pounds of used
clothes for the poor and needy people in [ndia. The clothes were shipped to India,
through Share and Care foundation of New York / New Jersey (NY/NJ). After founding
a Los Angeles chapter the following year, more clothes were shipped directly to India
with assistance from kind foiks in NY/NJ.

The first direct shipment from Los Angeles to India consisted of 3,000 pounds of
clothes., Most of the clothes were collected by twelve volunteer families in their garages
for six to eight months, before bringing them to Jain Bhavan in February - March 1990.
Additional support came from other local Indian organizations such as Kannada
Association, Maharashtra Mandal, Sindhi Association, Swaminarayan Group and
Gujarati Society Norwalk Temple in collecting clothes. Major participation for packing
the clothes in boxes for shipment always came from the young generation of JCYC at
Jain Center.

Few years ago cur Center used to send 100 to 200 cartons weighting 2000 to 3000
Lbs. However due to generosity of many community members, Jain Center has sent 3
fuil 40 ft. Containers, which can accommodate 750 to 1,000 cartons and approximately
25,000 Ibs., during the last 3 years. The annual cost of shipment has been $2,000 to
$2 500. There are many community members who have generously donated funds

towards these costs.

Recently a 40 ft. container full of clothes for the poor and needy victims of storm in
Kutchh was sent to a Charity Trust in Rajkot. The message for assistance to Jain and
other communities is being spread for making one single large shipment per year, to
enhance the efficiency in getting the clothes to their intended destination.

Collection drive, fund raising, documentation and liaison with overseas corganizations
are keys to success of this program. We are thankful to all the community members
who have contributed funds, time and efforts without which this undertaking would not
have been possible. Our Center maintains a separate fund for all the contributions
received for this particular purpose.

The future plans call for providing scholarship for students in India. It would provide
money for tuition, books, and clothes. Anyone interested in this worthy cause, please

contact;

Virendrabhai Shah @ (310) 715-3030 Maltiben Maheta @ (949) 551-4569
Maheshbhai Maheta @ (949) 551-4569

I really love Jainism. T enjoy it
- Nitya Shroff (13)
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Essence of humanity is knowledge, essence of knowledge is rationalism and essence of rationalism is good conduct.
Remember, only good conduct gives rise to peace and equanimity.
Acharya Kundkund

WITH BEST WISHES
from

TEJ, ANAR,
ASHA & SAMIR BHANSALI

INDIAN STAR JEWELRY INC.

550 S. hill St. Suitel276
Los Angeles, Ca. 90013
Tel: (213) 623-8482
Fax: (213) 623-0980
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The Peaceful Liberators - Jain Art from India
by Shree Hasendrabhai Shah

“A beautiful new exhibition that opened Sunday at the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art (LACMA), a group of more than twenty compelling sculptures are unlike any I've
seen before. In fact they may have no counterpart anywhere in art world”, commented
Christopher Knight, Art Critic for Los Angeles Times. He continued its praise by adding,
“The Peaceful Liberators ranks among the most significant shows the museum has
organized in several seasons.”

The Peaceful Liberators: Jain Art from India, a major exhibition was organized by Los
Angeles County Museum of Art from November 6 1994 to January 22 1885. The
exhibition consisted of about one hundred fifty (150) aesthetically and historically
significant works of art related to Jain religion. There were wocd, metal, and stone
sculptures, monumental textile paintings, illuminated manuscripts, folio and several
symbolic objects. Each art piece was unique and one of a kind with no comparison.
Words cannot describe the serene beauty and awesome impact of this art exhibition.

Dr. Pratapaditya Pal, senior curator of Indian and Southeast Asian Art was instrumental
along with his colleagues to envision this project. It took a lot of effort and persistence
to make it happen.

The rich heritage and principles of Jainism were presented in a manner which would
appeal equally to any lay person who was totally unknown to this philosophy as to any
Jain. Educational services, lectures, guided tours were rated very highly. Introductory
video provided an overview about the Jain religion. Classical dance performance and
documentary films were added attractions of the exhibition.

Jain community and Jain Center of Southern California cooperated and worked with
LACMA to publicize and promote this historic event. Approximately 50,000 visitors took
advantage of the exhibition. Among the visitors, 73% had a college degree and about
63% were seeing Jain Art for the first time. The exhibition made many people and
educators aware of the Jain Philosophy and Jain Art. It made all Jains very proud of
our rich cultural heritage and religion.

Some comments from visitors describe the true spirit and impact of exhibition....
Excellent....Supramely informative to those without previous information... Well
done... . Thorcugh and informative... Peacefui-beautiful... .l ook forward to more
exhibitions that will give an oppertunity to share one of the worid’s great cultures.

Trying is the opposite of meditation. Relax completely and dissolve all your thoughts, that is the
real technique of meditation. - Ankit Vasa (12}




Jain Social Group - Los Angeles
by Dhirenbhai Mehta

The Jain Social Group (JSG), Los Angeles is a dynamic and active organization
in our community. With a modest beginning of 35 member families in 1984, the
membership has grown tc over 125 Jain families. The members have been
active participants in Jain Center since its inception.

JSG-LA has been more than just a vehicle to having active social lives. It serves
as an integration and the backbecne of the Jain community in the metropolitan
Los Angeles. JSG-LA has organized activities such as entertainment programs,
overnight picnics, talent shows, dayaro, day cruise, camping, picnics and
dramas. We have initiated and co-sponsored medical expos at the Jain Center
and contributed to worthy causes here and abroad.

JSG-LA is part of an international organization with over 175 chapters and more
than 75,000 members worldwide on six continents. In addition to most of the
chapters being in India, there are about 20 overseas chapters.

The major objectives of JSG are to:

« Promote fellowship and fraternity among the members of Jain community,
strive for their progress and prosperity, and foster unity among all Jains.

» Organize conferences and joint programs of JSG with other social, cultural,
and religious organizations

e Arrange meetings with visiting dignitaries

The membership in JSG is open to all Jains. The Jain Center and JSG-LA have
worked together for the benefit of the entire Jain community. We congratulate
the Jain Center on the 10" anniversary of Jain Bhavan and look forward to many
more years of cooperative activities.

Jainism is more careful about other living beings and is based on principles of
non-violence. - Rapir Dedhia (8)




Ahimsa Awarness Group - Live and Help to Let Live
By Kalpanaben Shah

Inspired by Pramodaben Chitrabhanuji, this group was founded approximately five
years ago to spread the message of non-violence.

Ahimsa Awamess (A/A) group has two primary goals. One is to raise public awareness
of products such as cosmetics, clothing, jewelry, food items and others that are
prepared from animal products or prepared by testing on animals. They bring great
pain, and possibly death to the animals. Second goal is to inform the public about
alternate products of equal or better quality that are available and where to find them.
The choice should be to live and help to let live by promoting a cruelty-free lifestyle.

To further the cause of Ahimsa, A/A group has held seminars, workshops, field trips,
video shows, fashion shows and arranged lectures. Believe it or not, today we see the
great impact on Jain community in Los Angeles. We no longer use Varakh (thin silver
topping) for pocja in the temple. A woman wearing a silk sari, previously a common
and popular practice, is now a rare occurrence.

Taiking about young Jains, some of them have progressed far more than their parents.
Girls do not wear silk or do not use cosmetics that has been tested on animals.
Needless to say they do not wear leather goods and have become vegetarian. Also
they have refused to dissect animals or insects for science projects in schools and have
been using alternative options. Today’s young Jains are clear about not taking alcohol.

We have successfully planted the seeds in young people’s lives for their future that
sheuld not involve direct violence (Himsa). They have realized that going to see a
circus is no fun for them because the animals are caged and punished when they do
not perform well. This is an indirect way of promoting suffering to living-beings. The
world is full of greed, hatred, violence and war. We want the world to be a safer,
happier and peaceful place for us and future generations. Sc we must strive to live a
life that involves the least violence.

Unless we as consumers stop buying the products with animal ingredients, the
manufacturers will go on producing them. When there is a demand, there will always
be a supply. If ene person makes a change in lifestyle, it will make a difference. Each
drop adds to make an ocean, so why not make a difference by becoming that dropt
Why not be the voice for voiceless, defenseless, innocent animals!

I'love to be Jain. Tlove my family being Jain very much.
- Gautam Savla (9)
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SAHARA - South Asian Helpline & Referral Agency
by Rajulben R. Mehta

Since its establishment in 1991, SAHARA has evolved into an innovative,
dynamic, non-profit organization serving the South Asian residents of Southern
California. SAHARA is committed to serve the growing community of South
Asian residents with information, referrals, and support services.

Activities guided entirely by a volunteer executive board, SAHARA provides:

Telephone consultation and information

Counseling services and peer support group

Medical care

Legal services

Information on state and local financial assistance programs

Shelters for victims of family violence
Sheiters for homeless

* & % 5 8 &

SAHARA Youth Chapler was established in 1992 to provide help and guidance
to South Asian youth.

A special SAHARA Senior Chapter to serve senior citizens/residents of South
Asian community in Southern California was formed in 1983. Volunteers
organize events and seminars to help members make necessary adjustments to
local culture and deal with changes in their daily [ife. Activities include:

s Periodic health fairs for South Asian senior citizens

o Educational seminars to promote public awareness on issues relevant to the
South Asian community

e Recreational aclivities like Diwali program and summer outings

SAHARA staff consists of volunteer - professionals of South Asian origin. Many
of our Jain Center members are serving on the committee. The volunteers
devote time and effort in the success of SAHARA. It has become a role model
for other Indian community groups. SAHARA is spreading its wings far and
wide. In 1986 a Senior Chapter was established in San Diego.

Call SAHARA at 562-402-4132 to join the volunteer team, be a service provider,
provide financial help or suggest additional service ideas. Our 24 hour toll-free
Helpline is 1-888-SAHARAZ2

Being a Jain has played an important role in my life. I am more in control of myself.
- Aakash Desai (11)
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I have to keep my will power and be strong to say no to any things that my conscious would say no
to. - Deven Vyas (9)




Single Indian Friends
by Veenaben Sheth

Single Indian Friends (SIF)} is an crganization created for singles, divorcees and
widows over the age of thirty. The group was established in October 1995 and
was formed with the idea of providing moral support and social activities for
people who are alone. The group is not a match-making service; it instead aims
to furnish a network for people without family support to help each other.

When tragedy strikes, your life can suddenly take a complete one hundred and
eighty-degree turn. It can hit a person extremely hard, especially when the
lifestyle in this country is such that one is left alone in all aspects of living.
Raising children, taking care of the household, managing financial/business
matters, and facing our society all by one's self can be a tremendous task. |
didn't know how hard it was until [ had to go through it myself. [t is especially
difficult toc deal with such adversity in an Indian scciety, where anything out of
the ordinary seems tc be looked down upon.

Through my experience of living alone, | saw that there was a definite need for
some sort of group where South Asian people in similar positions can come
together and provide each other with support through shared experiences.
Therefore, with the help of other interested parties, first SIF meeting was
arranged. Response for the group was great and we have held regular monthly
meetings ever since. Over the past two years, we have held several group
discussions and organized many events including - picnics, sightseeing tours,
walks, temple trips, dinner and dancing.

After living in this country for sc many years, we all need to understand and
adjust to the changing times of our generation. Peaople don't always have the
cpportunity to lead "regular” lives - happily married with kids and a white picket
fence. Jainism teaches us to help others and to incorporate a multiplicity of
viewpoints. Therefore, we should understand the tribulations of divorcees and
single parents by putting curselves in their shoes.
We should be more conscious of the probiems that such families and individuals
face. While everybody is more than willing to attend someone's funeral or pooja,
we need to realize that everyday life is the place where these people really need
our help and support. By merely overcoming fears and uncomfortability, you can
really brighten someone's day with just a simple phone call. Thanks for
recognizing SIF and | request people to search and offer other avenues to help
people if they see a need that hasn't been addressed.

We have a lot of prayers that give me peace of mind.
- Mili Shah (10)
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Tapovan Sanskarpith
of Pujya Chandrasekhar Maharaj

Sanskarpith is located in Koba near Ahmedabad and serves under the guidance
and leadership of Pujya Chandrashekhar Maharaj. This is a unique Jain
educational institution, which trains and educates the Jain teachings along with
the modern education.

For overall mental and physical growth of the students, the curriculum includes
humanitarian & patriotic teachings, karate, yoga, skating, horse riding,
gymnastic, and athletics. Students learn computers and English language from
the 5" grade. Tapovan does not receive any government grant or assistance
and is run through contributions and donations.

Every year it incurs a deficit of Rs. 4,000 (approximately $100) per student. To
continuously run and expand its activities to produce “Future Jain Leaders and
Shravaks”, it needs contributions and help from the worldwide Jain communities.
Jain Center maintains a separate fund for all the contributions, which it forwards
directly to Tapovan. Please contact Dr. Dinesh M. Shah @ 213-258-4010 for
further information.

JIVDAYA

“Anukampa’- Compassion does it comes naturally to Jains? History can attest to
the fact that Jains have always been involved in “Jivdaya” more than any other
community. Our community here in Los Angeles has kept up the tradition. During
the last few years our Center has contributed funds to over 50 animal welfare
institutions both in USA and India (Panjarapols).

In 1996 our Center sent over Rs. 165,000 to Indian Panjrapols. Last year we
sent Rs. 500,000 to India and approximately $ 2,000 to US organizations. Our
Center investigates the works of the recipient institutions to ascertain their
merits. We are thankful to all the community members who have generously
contributed. Our sincere thanks to Mahavir Mandal who is always on the
forefront for the collection drives. Jain Center maintains a separate fund for all
the contributions and spends exclusively for this cause. Please contact Virendra
Shah @ 310-326-5685 for further information.

I use Jainism teachings and principles before doing something like making important decision.

- Tejal Kothari (12)
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Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Saurin Gandhi, age 8

Jain Center gives me a chance to visit a nice and peaceful place where | can
come and worship God. Jain Center affects my life by teaching me prayers and
religious things about our Jain religion and our 24 Tirthankars.

Jain Center affects my life by making me learn lots of things about non-violence
and lots of things about the evils of egoism. Jain Center alsc helps me learn my
mother tongue - Gujarati and new stories about religious people. Jain Center
lets me participate in culturai and religious functions. Jain Center makes me
learn lots about respecting elders and bowing down to elderly people. Jain
Center tells us to not eat meat or use anything from killing of animals and other
living things. Jain Center makes us learn whenever we enter the temple and
meet other Jain friends, it is good to greet with ‘Jai Jinendra.’ Jain Center affects
my life by making me [earn not to be destructive. Jain Center lets me make new
friends and lets me meet lots of other people, inciuding relatives and friends.

My great-grandfather donated a large amount of money towards the building of a
temple in Bombay, India. So | am very proud and happy to be a part of that
family and to be a Jain. We are Life Members of the Jain Center and | am happy
to see that the Jain Center is becoming bigger here in Los Angeles and one of

the best in the U.S.

One thing that Jain religion says is that if we do everything good we can also be God.
-Ayesha Khetani (9)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Pooja Savla, age 10

| go to the Jain Center of Southern California in Buena Park. | am very fortunate
for being born in a Jain family and to have a Jain temple nearby.

The Jain temple provides the necessary environment for spiritual up-lifting just
as the school provides for education. Attending Jain classes, | have expanded
my knowledge about true meaning of Jainism. Jain Center has taught me how to
apply non-violence, speak the truth and practice aparigraha (limit possessions)
in everyday life.

Going to temple during Paryushana Parva encouraged me to do ekasana (eat
only one time in a day) and upvas (fasting). | enjoyed listening tc pravachans by
various Jain scholars. [t gave me a totally different perspective about Jainism.
Because of Jain Center, | was able to participate in cultural programs.

Jain Center gave me an opportunity toc meet Jain friends and exchange ideas
about practicing Jainism. Jain Center gave me opportunities to celebrate
festivals such as Mahavir Jayanti, Paryushana and Diwali. Jain Center has
really helped me to stay as a Jain, even though | was born in America.

| wish every Jain kid in America can be fortunate to have a Jain Center like | do.

Jainism 1s my identity.
Tejas Gala (10)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
Impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Priyanka Doshi, age 13

Jain Center has impacted my life in many ways. | learned in depth about my
culture and religion from attending Gujarati and Pathshala classes. My parents
taught me a lot about our ancestors and Jain religion but going to Jain Center
has helped me appreciate this and made my beliefs stronger.

It was very hard for me to adjust as a Jain in this country with so many different
cultures and totally different beliefs. Going to Jain Center has helped me cope
with my uncertain feelings. | have made lots of friends who were going through
the same feelings. Sharing my feelings with them and the teachers made me
proud of my culture and gave me support that | am not alone. Most Americans
do not understand my views and feelings, but | can share these with my friends
at Jain Center. Before | started going to the Jain Center couple years ago, | was
afraid to tell my American friends that | am a vegetarian, as | did not want to be
different, but today | proudly brag that | am a vegetarian.

Overall, | am glad that we have this magnificent Jain Center in Southern
California.

I am a Jain, and I will be for the rest of my life.
Manisha Parekh (15)




Personal Perspectives of Members on

impact of Jain Cenfer in Their Lives

Neil Doshi, age 14

Jainism, because of its rarity in America, is a difficult religion to truly follow
without guidance. Therefore, being a young Jain in America, | feel very
privileged toc have the Jain Center of Southern California so close to me. Jain
Bhavan has helped moid me into the Jain that | am today and has built pride for
Jainism in me. Without Jain Bhavan, | would be a spiritually lost person with an
identity of being Jain, but no strong knowledge of it.

From the Jain Center's opening in 1988, my family and | have been quite active
with it. We go there regularly for Sunday classes and special occasions. When |
started to go to the Jain temple in order o learn more about my religion, my
views on life have changed. | have been able to find explanations for all my
problems and have, since then, become a strong vegetarian and now vegan.
Every time problems in my life occur, | can find understanding in it through my
knowledge of Jainism that | learned from going to classes. | feel proud that | am
a Jain, and | owe that tc having such a strong influence like my Jain Bhavan
close to me.

The good thing isn't as much the actual temple, but the people and the |
community of Jain people that have sprouted because of it. The people that
come to Jain temple all have a common bond, and we can relate to each other. |
have found that the people that are part of the community surrounding the Jain
temple are the most genuine and nicest people | have met. With the leadership
of the Jain community in Southern California, our Jain Bhavan has become ¢ne
that stands ocut from the others in North America for its good aspects.

Sometimes, | take my temple for granted, but when | think about it, | really feel
very privileged. | have the chance to follow an ancient and wonderful religion
with understanding because | have a Jain temple near me. Most places don't
have a Jain temple cr even a strong Jain community, and | feel lucky to have this
opportunity.

Jainism is my religion and I am proud of it. I have been Jain ever since I was born and 1
am still glad to be one. - Pooja Jhobaha (13)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
Impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Priva Sheth, age 15

Since my childhood, religion has been a part of my life and through the years
Jain Temple has allowed me to extend my knowledge about the Jain Religion
and make it part of my daily life. Even before the temple was built, my parents
took me to an activity center where Jain functions were held.

My religious studies started out simple with my parents making me recite the
Namokar Mantra. Soon | was able to say it all on my own and | used to recite it
every morning and night. However, after attending Dharam and Gujarati classes
at the temple, | have learned a lot about religion and language through the hard
work of my teachers and parents. | know that | have a lot more to learn, but
going to Pathshala classes at temple has cpened my eyes to Jainism and many
of its’ vast topics and practices.

Jain center opened many doors to religion for me. Pathshala intreduced me not
only to prayers but also to nine reals, theory of karma, the 4 passions, stories of
Gods, meditation and much more. Going to temple once every two weeks
allowed me to learn about Jainism and made my betiefs stronger because | knew
the reasons behind them. Jain Center is responsible for a ot of the knowledge
which has helped me so much in life.

The teachings at Jain Bhavan have benefited me mentaily and spiritually.
Recently, | have started to deal with situations better by trying not to get angry at
others and trying to forgive people. This gives me more peace of mind but it
definitely needs much more practice. One aspect of Jainism that has really been
helpful to me is multiplicity of views. | find this a very important part of Jainism
and it is really helpful in life for me because | am able to look at situations from
different points of views and understand other peoples’ perspectives.

However, after learning principles of Jainism the hard part is to put these
teachings in practice. Temple has helped us do this. When the Samanijis came
here, we were able to “see” many Jain principles in practice especially when
they stayed at our home. | observed how they lived on minimal requirements
and still be so happy. While here, they taught me many things such as yoga,

meditation, and other principles.
(continued on next page)

I will try my best to be a good Jain.
- Ayushee Aithal (8)




{Personal Perspective - Priya Sheth - continued from previcus page)

Temple has also let me participate in Pooja’s, Samayik, and Pratikraman.
Shibirs and other activities at the Jain Center have aiso motivated me and
allowed me to learn about religion.

After having gone tc temple | have learned and understood why | should not use
animal products. | have stopped using silk, leather, animal tested products, or
anything else which causes harm to animals. | know why | should not eat
potatoes and onions but | have not yet stopped. Hopefully in the future | will be
able to stop.

My Guijarati and Dharam classes in particular have helped me greatly when [ go
to India and also in daily life situations. In Dharam class, we discuss everyday
life topics and their relation to Jainism. Guijarati class was also beneficial to me,
especially when 1 went to India. It feels good to be able to talk with family there
with a common language. When | learn more Gujarati, | will be able to
understand Jain books written in Gujarati and this will be advantageous to me.

Going to Jain temple has made me the person | am today. Many of Jain
religious principles and teachings are now part of my daily life. Jain Center has

opened my eyes to the vastness of Jainism and its’ many topics. 1 am glad to be
a Jain and | am locoking forward to attending Jain Center reguiarly in the future.

I am fascinated by the principles of Jainism which stands for everything that is right faith,
knowledge and conduct. - Siddharth Dangi (S)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Amrish Parekh, age 17

The Jain Bhavan has done many things to my life, so many that | do not believe !
can put them into words. The Jain Bhavan has given me the opportunity to learn
a great amount of information concerning Jainism which consequently allowed
me to gain the important knowledge to know whe 1 am, and where | am from.

| attend our Jain Bhavan every other Sunday to [earn more about our religion.
However, this is not the only reason | go. [ go to see new friends, people who
have the same interests and background as | do. The Bhavan is a place where |
can meet my friends while learning about our religion, and the combination of
both made going to the Bhavan not only fun, but inspiring also.

The Bhavan inspired me to become a new person, a person that would not only
be able to learn about my religion, but also to live my religion. It gave me a
place of being, a place where | knew | had friends, and a place where | could
spiritually be happy. It no longer was a dull and boring place where | would just
sit in a class all day, but is now a place where | can talk to my friends and play
some football in the parking lot. People that | met from the Bhavan became my
closest and dearest friends.

Without our Jain Bhavan, my basis of Jainism and cultural identity would not
exist because | would have no place to explore my religious beliefs. | am very
grateful that 1 live so close to such a place. The people and ethics of the Jain
Bhavan changed my life and gave me a sense of belonging.

T would like to practice more Jainism which will take me closer to my goal-moksha.
- Bijal Mehta (11)
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Persconal Perspectives of Members on
Impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Digish Shah, age 17

On July 2™ 1988, my dad woke me up early out of bed. | was about seven
years old then, and | didn't really know what was going on. | asked my father
what the matter was, and he tcld me that the new "Jain Center” had opened and
that it could be like a "second home" to me. Still not knowing exactly what that
meant, |1 got out of bed and simply followed him.

Since that day, the first thing that truly made the Jain Center of Southern
California a part of my life was the religious classes (JCYC) that were being held
there. [n the beginning, | would hesitantly pack my notebooks and go, but as
time passed, | found that JCYC was a great place for learning. Jainism and its
fundamentals were taught to me, from the basics to the applications in life; the
Gujarati language was brought to my attention, from the alphabet to putting
words together and understanding them; periodically, JCYC would organize skits
and dramas, and | took an active part in almost all of them. As | have grown
throughout the years, the JCYC itself has grown, from being a loose collection of
seminars to becoming one of the most organized councils of the Jain Center.

And while | was attending JCYC, | was meeting new people. | remember the
first person | had met through the Jain Center. . . We used to dislike each other!
But as the years went by, we became really good friends - and I've met and
made friends with many other wonderful people. Working on dramas or
presentations, cooperating on the youth councils, or just "hanging-out” in the
parking lot - wherever | was at Jain Center, it provided to me an excellent place
to meet friends who [ will cherish for a lifetime.

Ten years after that day in July of 1988, now that I'm seventeen years-old, |
know exactly what my father was talking about. In a way, the Jain Center has
grown to be my "second home." | always felt like | was part of the Jain “family”. .
. | grew-up with those people, [ tock parts in the “family” events, and I've come
to know many friends whom | may call my own "brothers" and "sisters.” For that,
the Jain Center has played a positive role in my life- it was the only educational
center where | could learn about my religion, it was the only religious haven
where | could experience events such as Paryushana with other people, it was
the only theater where it was possible to perform Jain-related presentations and
skits- but most importantly, it was and will continue to be my "second home.”

I have plans to practice and promote Jainism in the future. I plan to overcome all the

obstacles in the way. -Suken Jain (16)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
Impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Ankit Shah, age 18

When | look back ten years it seems far away. | have matured so much
throughout the ten years since the opening of the Jain Center.

The Jain Center is family to me. | have learned so much about myself. Without
the Jain Center | would not have all the good morals that | have now.
Perscnally, | am not a very religious person. That doesn't mean 1 didn't receive
any religious teaching. The Jain Center taught me my culture and religion. itis
so important to me.

When people ask me, who | am | am proud to say “Jain”. | may not follow the
strict Jain ways, but | do understand the principles of Jainism. The knowledge

Personally, | have learned that Jainism teaches ways to reach happiness.

In Jainism it is the belief that one creates his own destiny. You and only you have the
power to change your destiny. - Neera Jhaveri (16)

that { have gained through JCYC and JAYA taught me, why we do what Jains do.




“From Local Get-Together to Community Center:
The Jain Center of Southern California”
By: Shayna Parekh

My earliest memaories of Jain Center and Pathsala classes include waking early
on a Sunday morning and getting together with peers at a local house. Uncles

and aunts in the community would get together to host such classes, and a few
local families would participate.

To say that ten years has changed the Jain Center of Southern California would
simply understate the degree to which the Center has fiourished and prospered.
The physical and spiritual changes which the Center has undergone in ten years
have manifested themselves in the sheer number of families now involved with
the Center, the variety of Pathsala and language classes offered and most
importantly, the manner in which the Center’s youth organizations have touched
the lives of Jain youth in Southern Califernia and beyond.

| have had the unique experience of being involved with the Center since its
conception. As a 6 year old kid attending Pathsala classes at the local homes,
my only motivation for going was knowing that at the end of the morning, 1 would
be rewarded with a snack. Now however, as a college student, | have completed
the Pathsala and language classes and my motivation to continue being
involved with the Center comes from the strong friendships forged through years
of attending classes as well as knowing that | am now looked upon as a role
model for younger students.

The Jain Center Youth Council is one of Jain Center of Scuthern California’s
premier youth crganizations. Led by our director, Sailes Jain, we have provided
the Center’s youth with literally hundreds of activities throughout the years.
Being the Council’'s President in 1896 allowed me to work with the community’s
finest, bringing to our members a winter camp, trips to amusement parks,
educational seminars as well as fun seascnal activities. The one underlying
message in all of the Center’s activities is that Jainism is a way of life and it is
this message.which has penetrated the lives and beliefs of all those involved
with the Center.

Noteworthy of being its greatest accomplishment, the Jain Center of Southern
California has positively impacted the lives of hundreds of youth in Southern
California during these ten years. It is truly an honor being a member of the Jain
community and being able to work sc closely with the Jain Center of Southern
California.

No spirtual teacher or blessings will destroy karmas. That is the reason for injustice. No luck is

involved. You arc the maker of your own luck. -Karishma Shah (14)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
Impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Sejal Devendra Shah, age 17

| am glad that | had the opportunity to go to JCYC classes because [ feel much
better knowing that | have learned something new about my culture. | have been
going to JCYC classes for two years and | have picked up so much new
information. | fee! special about myself because | can pass my knowledge to
someone else. | did not go to Jain Center that often and by going to class | am
able to go and say my prayer in the Mandir.

By taking Pathshala class as one of my subjects, | was able to learn many

i prayers, learned right from wrong, my favorite non-viclence and many more.
Violence starts from within and gives negative vibration, which is stored in the
brain. This gives off bad habits. When the individual is able to change the
habits, then the person can feel non-violence, Ahimsa. Instead of feeling hate,

the person can feel love.

| was amazed that | was able to write and understand many things in Gujarati.
This shows that with good concentration, anything is possible. Writing in

Guijarati is not hard, but as my teacher would say, “Practice is always the best |
thing to do.”

In addition all the teachers did a great job. They never got tired of student
asking questions. They made the classes more interesting and enjoyable.

I am proud to be a Jain. Jainism is about self-realization.

- Paras Mehta (9)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Sunita Mehta, age 18

In the last ten years that Jain Center has been here, | have learnt what it means
to be Jain. Over these years, Jain Center has provided many programs for Jains
of all ages, and ten years later, is continuing to form new and productive ways to
help the Jain community.

As a nine year old, when the Jain Center first opened, | was given the
opportunity to learn really important things about myself. Jain Center provided
religion classes that informed me thoroughly about Jainism, and its many
aspects. | soon learned about our Indian culture, by taking Gujarati and Hindi
language classes that were provided.

Today, Jain Center is available for any mctivated Jain willing to help himseif or
herself through prayer and doing pooja, as | have observed on many Saturday
and Sunday mornings. Thanks to Jain Center, | have learnt how to live in
America as an Indian, and further more, as a Jain.

| congratulate Jain Center and the many people who have helped it grow, on its
ten year anniversary.

I am fascinated by Jainism because it has taught me to recognize my soul (atma).

- Adit Mehta (9)




Personal Perspectives of Members on

impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Prakash and Kinna Gandhi

Jain center has been a special blessing for our family. It is an excellent vehicle
to learn about the best religion of the world, no doubt. Vegetarianism and non-
violence is of paramount importance to me and without JCSC it would be
impossible.

| feel a deep sense of pride when | see my kids going around the ants and bugs
on the ground so they do not step on it. It gives me a sight of relief to know that
when they go away from house to explore their independence, eating meat
products and poultry or seafood will not be a part of that experience.

Among many activities in JCSC, | highly value religious classes for kids and
adults. We all have learned a lot and kids practice a lot. We feel that they are
on a right path. Year round visits from dignitaries and their lectures about many
aspects of our religion are invaluable to us. We enjoy all rituals and Paryushana
activities. JCSC has given us a place to identify with and has given us an
opportunity to make many friends. It's a place for sccial gathering as well, which
is important to our kids. Because of this, our kids will not get lost or confused
and seeds of moral and religious values planted in their mind will grow when
they are adults and away from JCSC. The positive influence of JCSC
atmosphere will make it easier for them as well as us to make right choices in

life.

Jain center has made a tremendous positive impact and we all fee! fortunate to
be a part of it.

Jainism is a very fascinating religion. Because of the interesting rituals, ceremonies,
theories, and stories. - Parag Parekh (11)




Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Bharti C. Shah

In the past ten years, the Jain Temple has dramatically affected and changed my

life. The Jain Center has enabled my family to understand and practice our Jain
religion. Though we are so far from India, it feels good to know that our religion,
morals, and traditions are still being practiced and taught to our children.

Tapasya is so hard to our body, but Jain Center has given us that inner strength
and happiness which makes so called tough Tapasya a piece of cake. We have
good thoughts, and feelings when we visit cur temple. The temple gives me a
peace of mind and fulfiliment. Due to the enormous Jain activities, we are able
to understand our religion and are able to console others in need.

The Jain Center has allowed my children to understand the Jain religion and
have compassion for others. JCYC has given my children a sense of value,
commitment, and discipline. Different activities such as JCYC, swadhyay, and
lectures have given us a better understanding of Jain philosophy. The Jain
Center has given me a sense of belonging to the Derasar and to the Jain
community.

Qverall, in the last ten years the Jain Center has provided a means for young
and adults to participate in social, educational, and religicus activities and
remain involved in their Jain community.

Congratulations to the Jain Center of Southern California.

Jainism makes me who I am. It makes me realize why T am here and what I need to do.
Being Jain helps me be a better person. - Natasha Gandhi (15)
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I Personal Perspectives of Members on
impact of Jain Center in Their Lives

Ramesh P, Kothari

On our arrival from Cincinnati in 1982 we knew very few of our Jain families. The
Jain Center had many activities even without the building of our own at that time.
We got involved in activities of the Jain Center including children, swadhyayas,
shibirs, Mahila Mandal poojas, Paryushana, ayembils and more. The activities
were held at homes and Community Center Buildings that took extra efforts to
get the facilities to match our festival dates. We found that as we participated in
’ more and more activities of our Center, we felt more at home in our newly built

Center and began to know more Jain families.

| have seen Paryushana Tapasvis continue to grow from just a few adults to over
100 during last few years. | am impressed with how our Young Adults who have
‘ soared the ranks of Tapasvis in large numbers during Paryushanas. The
dedication of the Executive Committee members, pathshala teachers and other
elders in volunteering their time, talent, and other resocurces have inspired me to
be part of our growth in some small way. This participation has made us feel
more at home in our large community. II

The level of current activities and participation of the various groups at our
Center would have been impossible for me to imagine when we arrived in Los
Angeles in 1982. | remember Sunday school class of six or so in a home
compared to over 250 students now. 1 also know of the weekly swadhyays of
just few people in homes to over 100 adults now on Sundays at our Center. |
also remember having our functions in other local community center halls with
limits of 200 or 300 before our own hall became our permanent place of
gathering for over 1000 in recent years .

| am thankful to all members of the Jain Center to be part of our large family. |
wish continued success in our new building construction and other activities

sponsored by our Jain Center.

The concept of Moksha fascinates me. I cannot imagine a place that is so pure neither I
can think how it would feel to have eternal happiness. - Vidhi Doshi (11)
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Jainism is a very extraordinary religion. Jainsim is very logical and scientific,
- Sheila Doshi (12)
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Jainism makes so much sense, it has logic to it and no missing gaps.
- Michelle Gandhi (12)
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I represent Jainism by being proud that I am a Jain, and telling my friends about my
religion. - Kushali Gala (14)
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Life in any way, shape or form is too precious to be wasted. We have not given life to
other living things so we have no right to take life away from them. - Anshul Gandhi (12)
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I want to follow all the principles of Jainism and be a better human being so that [ can
reach the next level up and attain ‘Moksha’. - Saurin Gandhi (8)
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Walk Together, Talk Together, Act With One Mind.

Take time to think,
it is the source of power.
Take time to play,
it 1s the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to read,
it is the fountain of wisdom.
Take time to love and to be loved,
it is the God-given privilege.
Take time to be friendly,
it is the road to happiness.
Take time to laugh,
it is the music of the soul.
Take time to give,
it is too short a day to be selfish.
Take time to enjoy your family,
they are the jewels of your life. ..

Best Wishes from

Jain Social Group - Los Angeles




Congratulations to
Jain Center of Southern California
on their 10™ Anniversary

from

Amit Shah
Swati Shah

PHOENIX GEMS INC.
Fine Jewelry
Diamond Wholesaler

607 S. Hill St., Arcade #4
Los Angeles, CA 90014

Tel: (213) 689-0989

Fax: (213) 689-4681

Cell: (213) 804-3900

Res: (909) 860-8730
E-mail: PXDIAMOND@aol.com
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We have to get rid of good and bad karmas to achieve salvation. We Jains are born for a reason.

I may not know the reason, but it will soon arise. - Palak Shah {12)
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