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FOREWORD

AIN painting, in Mr. Nawab’s illustrations, is conlined to
JSvetambara manuscript painting. 1t covers the Early Western Indian
style—sometimes called ‘Gujarat’ or specifically ‘Jain’, and the
later styles of the great Rajput-—Mughal complex, as these were
utilized by that division of the Jains.

The facts about miniature painting in India differ so much
from those about architecture and sculpture that this book is a good
album of the entire school of Early Western Indian miniatures from
the 12th to the 16th century A. D. During the time when palm-
leal was the material for books there, only Svetambara Jains, so far
as our preserved and known documents reveal, illustrated their ma-
nuscripts with paintings. After paper displaced palm-leaf, that same
community siill executed the bulk of the existing miniatures so long
as the ‘Farly Western Indian’ style continued, and only a handful
of manuscripts illustrated in that style are known to come from non-
Jain sources. It was not until the ‘Rajput’ painting developed that
the Jains lost their pre-eminence. Yet even then they used the Rajput
and Mughal styles, employing in one case a well known Mughal
artist. These later developments of Jain paintings are, like the older,
illustrated in Mr. Nawab’s book, which indeed brings the story down
almost to our own day.

The illustrations of Mr. Nawab’s book have high value in
presenting new material study of the history of Early Western Indian
miniature painting and Svetambara iconography. During the latter
part of the 14th century A. D. andthe early part of the 15th century,
that is to say, at the end of the ‘palm-leaf’ period and beginning
of the ‘paper’, the paintings have a special delicacy and refinement
unknown in the earlier examples and yet without the profuse embellish-
ment and olten degeneration of the late 15th and 16th centuries. At
this time we find the best drawing of the whole school; and since the
drawing is the most important {eature of these miniatures, we should
perhaps plainly call the examples from that time the best paintings.

Equally interesting, but for different reasons, are the paintings
taken from the Devashano pado bhandar manuscript of the Kalpasutra
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and Kalakacharyakatha, in which on the same page a miniature done
inthe Early Western Indian style will be supplemented with subsidiary
side scenes of a Persian character So pronounced are the Persian
characteristics of the latter that even experts might be convinced that
the paintings are something direct from Persia. This manuscript is the
most elaborately decorated | have seen, and the very brilliance and
abundance of the ornament would alone constitute the occasion for high
interest, although ever remaining second to the unwelded association
of styles; that is the manuscript's prime claim upon our attention.

The many variations of marginal ornamental arabesque and
flower designs wkich Mr. Nawab has reproduced, especially those
in full colour from the Kalpasutra manuscript of the Hamsavijayaji
Jnana bhandar, Baroda, graphically reveal to us the mastery which
the Gujarat artists of the 15th and 16th centuries had obtained over
this means of enriching their pages.

This book represents a large expenditure of both labour and
money by Mr. Nawab and his supporters. If it reveals to Jains alone
the extent of the treasures their community possesses in manuscript
paintings and encourages them to publish more of them, the labour
and money will have been well expended. Such amplification of this
present work would be a worthy part of that great informal programme
of publication with which modern Jains are continuing their ancient
and distingnished tradition of learning.

W. Norman Brown



INTRODUCTORY NOTE

HE  Jaina-chitra-kalpadruma, true to its title, gives highly

interesting chitras or illustrations of ancient paintings, most of which
are Jaina and the rest Vaishnavite. They range between the years
1100 and 1913 afrer Christ. The earliest painting represented in
this work is from a manuscript of the Nishithachurni of the Sanghvi’s
pado bhandar at Patan and is daied in the year 1157 of the Vi-
krama era. The latest is a painting by Yati Himmatvijayiji of Patan.
These illustrations are of various kinds and the manuscripts from
which these are taken all belong to Wastern India, or we can say
Gujarat. They are either on palm-leaf or on paper. The eatliest is
on palm-leaf.

The most interesting illustrations in this publication pertain to
the copy of the Kalpasutra of the late Muni Hamsavijayiji's collection in
the Atmaram Jnanamandira at Baroda and of Devashah’s pado in
Ahmedabad. They are pre-Moghul in origin and would show that the
art of painting in Gujarat had reached a very high degree of perfec-
tion before the Moghul rule in India. The Devashah’s pado manu-
script is quite unique in that it gives illustrations of dilferent attitudes
and poses of dances described in the Natyashastra of Bharata, Similar
ligures are to be seen in the Chidambaram temple where full descrip-
tive stanzas are also given. These have been published in one of the
annual Reports on South Indian Epigraphy, Madras. The Devashah’s
pado manuscript where these pictures are drawn on the margins gives
the labels showing the name of the pose or the dance represented.

These illustrations of the Ragas and the Raginis givenin it
are original and not copies. Evidently, it is very desirable that the
manuscript is printed in its entirety and placed before scholars
interested in Indian Music and Dancing scon.

Mr, Sarabhai Nawab and the colleagues are to be congratula-
ted for bringing out this useful work. It throws a flood-light on the
history of the art of painting in Gujarat and is sure to get a good
reception, and it deserves it.

Hirananda Sastri
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published by me in Indian Art"and Letters Vol 1L pp. 16 ff, 1929.
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© ‘The right hand figure represents a headless statue of Sarasvati, the goddess of
speech and learning, found in 1889 near the first or eastern temple in the mound,
which seems to have belonged to the Swetamber sect.

The goddess is shown sitting squatted, with her knees up, on a rectangular pe-

destal, holding a manuscript in her left hand. The right hand, which was raised, has
been lost. The figure is clothed in very stiffly executed drapery, a small attendant
with hair dressed in rolls stands on each side. The attendant on the left wears a tunic
and holds a jar - the attendant on the right has his hands clasped in adoration.
—‘Statues of Sarasvati and a female’ plate. 99 page 56 in “The Jain Stupa and

other Antiquities of Mathura.’ 1gor, by V. A. Smith 1. ¢. s.
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