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““ There can no longer be any doubt that Parshva was
a historical personage. According to the Jaina Tradition
he must have lived a hundred years and died 250 years
before Mahavira, His period of activity, therefore, corres-
ponds to the 8th century B. C.

The parents of Mahavira were followers of the religion
of Parshva....There have appeared 24 prophets of Jainism.
They are ordinarily called Tirthankaras, With the 23rd
Parshvanatha we enter into the region of history and
reality.

[ Introduction to his Essay on Jaina Bibliography. )
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¢ Now what would Sanskrita Poetry be without the

large Sanskrita literature of the Jainas ! The more I learn
to know it, the more my admiration rises. ”

( Jaina shasana Vol. 1, No. 21 )
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*¢In conclusion let me assert my conviction that
Jainism is an original system, quite distinct and indepen.
dent from all others and that, therefore it is of great
importance for the study of philosophical thought and
religious life in ancient India, ™

( Read in the Congress of the History of Religions )
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