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SHARDDHANJALI

His Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj is no longer
in our midst in his physical form. His sudden and untimely
passing away has struck a severe blow to the entire world of
believers in peace through non-violence in general and the
Jain Community, especially of North America, in particular.
But his spirit is here with all of us.

Guruji (as some of his devotees called him with affection) is
in Heaven. He is looking upon us with trust and confidence
that we all shall fulfill his dream of spreading the message of
non-violence in thoughts, words and deeds and respect for
multiple views (Anekantwad) given by Lord Mahavir and
other Tirthankars throughout the world.

Guryji was an apostle of peace and non-violence, an embodi-
ment of love and a torch bearer of the principles of Jain
Religion. He was a man of vision and foresight. He was
dedicated to religious harmony and therefore founded the
World Fellowship of Religions and the International Mahavir
Jain Mission. By organizing periodic World Religious Con-
ferences, he carved out a new path for the co-existence of
different faiths, which the world greatly needs.
Siddhachalam, established by him as the first Jain Teerth
outside India, is a living monument of his dreams to unite all
the Jains. This Teerth is going to play a major role in the
accomplishment of spreading Jainism in the West.
Guruji’s efforts brought about recognition of Jainism by the
United Nations organization, introduction of the study of
Jainism at Columbia University, New York and establish-
ment of numerous Jain Centers all over the world. Guruji
interacted with world religious and political leaders and tried
to resolve some of the problems through non-violent means.
He also presented before the world, the Jains’ views on
ecology and environment by participating in the World Earth
Summit.

On behalf of the Federation of Jain Associations in North
America, on behalf of my family and my ownself, I most
respectfully offer my Sharddhanjali (Homage) in honor of
Guruji and resolve with all of you that we shall continue to
carry his mission forward by completing his unfinished
works.

Jagat Jain
President, JAINA
Jain Digest June 1994

With the passing away of Guruji, as he was known affection-
ately by millions of his followers throughout the world, a
remarkable period in the history of Jain religion comes to an
end while a rich and lasting spiritual legacy remains.
Guruji was destined to be a monk. He was born a Hindu
Brahmin and not a Jain. Yet, at the age of fifteen he became
a Jain monk. Asa Jain monk, however, Guruji strived to build
bridges amongst different religions. He had studied and
mastered not only Jain philosophy but also philosophies of
other religions. His dynamism made him carry on with his
mission against all odds and against traditions and taboos. He
was original as he was self-realized.
Guruji was an activist through-out his life. His mission was
not only to preach. He was at the centre of life, be it political
or social. He was at the centre stage during the Punjab crisis
as he was during the Babri Masjid dispute. He had success-
fully negotiated a resolution to the Punjab dispute; the actual
negotiations had at one critical stage taken place atthe Golden
Temple, the security forces having been withdrawn during
the time the negotiations were taking place. In the Babri
masjid dispute he was able to get all religious leaders together
to negotiate. Guruji reminded the people opposing Pope’s
visit to India of the Indian tradition of respect for all faiths.
In the pursuit of Inter-faith understanding Guruji organized
and presided over six World religions Conferences.The last
one was held in February, 1994. Successive Prime Ministers
and Presidents of India attended these meetings.
Guruji was the first Jain Monk to travel outside of India.
In 1975 he came out of India to carry on his work in the west.
Guruji whose mode of travel had thus far been on foot only,
following a strict Jain tradition, took to flying by plane. He
established Siddhachalam, the first Jain pilgrimage center
outside of India, in New Jersey, USA and was instrumental
in having numerous Jain and Hindu-Jain temples built all
over the World.
Guruji took his message of peace and non-violence to the
world. He travelled to Iran in 1991 with a view to proceeding
to Iraq to seek a peaceful resolution of the Gulf crisis. He
launched a world-wide campaign for non-violence atthe Rio
Earth summit. His Mission became a non-government mem-
ber of U.NN.O. in 1992.
Letus now pledge tore-dedicate ourselves to strive to realize
the visions of our beloved Guruji.

Yours in Ahrimsa,

Arun Kothari, Vice Chair, President - IMJM
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JAINA Executive Committee
President - Jagat Jain

First Vice President - Manibhai Mehta

Regional Vice Presidents
Canada - Remesh Shah
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Southwest US - Hansa Varia
West US - Harilal Shah
Secretary - Ramesh Shah
Treasurer - Vinod Doshi
Immediate Past President - Sulekh jain
Member Organizations of

the Federation of
JAINA CENTERS

CANADA SOUTHEAST
Regular+ Regular
Toronco Atlanra
Associate+ + Associate
Edmenton Augusta
Montreal Charlorte
Ottawa Fr. Lauderdale
Vancouver Ft. Meyers
Memphis
MIDWEST Miami
Regular Middle Tennessee
Chicago Morgantown
Cinncinati/Dayton New Orleans
Clevetand Orlando
Columbus Palm Beach
Detroit Raleigh
St. Louis Tampa
Associare
Minneapolis SOUTHWEST
Milwaukee Regular
Dallas
NORTHEAST Houston
Regular Phoenix
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Cherry Hill Lubbock
Essex Falls
Hartford WEST
New York Regular
Orange Los Angles
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Rochester Associate
Washington, DC Portland
Associate San Diego
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Allentown
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Other Organizations

Brahmi Sociecy (US & Canada)
International A.A. of M, |. Vidyalaya
International M. J. Mission (US & Canada}
Jain Meditation Tat'l Center (US & Canada)
Jain Social Group (L.A. & Toronto}
Kutchhi Gurjar Jain Socicty

Shei S. $. Jain Foundation

Shri Mahavir Jain Foundation

Regions:

Canadz All Provinces

Midwest ND, $D, K§, MO, 1A, MN, W1,
iL, OH, IN, Mi, NE

Southeast FL. GA, AT, MT, LA, AK, TN,
SC, NC, KY. WV, VA

Northeast ME, NH. VT, MA, CT, RI, NY,

PA, MD, DE, NJ
AZ, NM, TX, OK, CO, UT
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+ Regular - Two directors on JAINA Board
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++Associate - One director on JAINA Board

{up 10 35 families)
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JAINA
FINANCIAL SUPPORT

[SHORT TERM GOALS|

l

JAINA DIGEST
PUBLICATION FUND
Until the Jain Digest Publication En-
dowment Fund has reached a balance
large enough to generate sufficient in-
terest to cover the cost of the publication
of this digest, we appeal to your contin-
ued sponorship for full or partial page
advertisements, donations and gifts.
Please see page for a current listing of

new donors.

JAINA'S GENERAL FUND

Your generous gifts and donations to
the JAINA General Fund help meet the
organization's administrative, special
project and publishing costs (ie. JAINA
Focus and JAINA at a Glance). Please
consider donating today. See page for
a current Isiting of new donors.

LONG TERM GOALS |

JAINA CHARITABLE TRUST

By becoming a Trustee of the JAINA
Charitable Trust you help the commu-
nity in establishing this important
growth fund. For complete details abour
the JAINA Charitable Trust consult the
November, 1993 issue, Vol. 9, No. 4
pages 26-28. See page in this current
issue for an application and a listing of
current trustees.

A MILLION BY
THE MILLENNIUM

By <contributing US$101 or
CANS$135 you can become a Life
Member of JAINA and help reach
the goal of a $1,000,000 endow-
ment by the year 2000. See page
for details and page for alisting of
new Life Members.

JAINA HEADQUARTERS

66 Viscount
Williamsville, New York 14221
Phone/Fax: 716/688-3030

Hours:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Saturday

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

JAINA FOCUS

We have recently started the JAINA Focus
monthly newsletter for administrative purposes.
Tt will be sent to all member organizations and
committee members of JAINA. All news items
for publication in the JAINA Focus must be
sent to the Editor (see address below) by the
10th of each month.

Narendra B. Sheth

Editor, JAINA Focus
9133 Mesa Woods Avenue
San Diego, CA 92126
PhonefFax: 619/693-8272

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We encourage our readers to send their ques-
fions, COMMENES OF ViCws on current issues of
concerns facing the Jain community of North
Americato the Editor-in-Chief, Harshad Shah
(see address above). We will endeavor to
publish letters space permicting. The Jain
Digest reserves the right to edir all material for
clarity and/or space. The views expressed in
these letters arc those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of JAINA. All
ferrers must include the sender’s name, address
and phone number to be considered for pub-
lication.
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This issue, of the Jain Digest, has been specially
complied and edited by P.N. Jain (Bawa)
SIDDHACHALAM
International Jain Mission
65 Mud Pond Road « Blairstown, NJ 07825
Phone (908) 362-9793 « Fax: (908) 362-9649
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HIS HOLINESS
ACHARYA SUSHIL

KUMAR JI MAHARA]J:
A PROFILE

The man who would come to be known as His Holiness
Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj was born into a Brahmin
family on June 15th, 1926 in the small village of Shikopur in
Haryana, India. It was here amidst the outburst of violent
conflicts between Hindus and Muslims that the future Jain
Saint witnessed the effects of fighting, death and destruction
firsthand. Deeply troubled by this unnecessary annihilation
of life, the young boy opened his heart to embrace non-
violence as a solution to humanity’s problems, and even
more so as a saviour principle for this planet.

Fifty years later, Guruji (as he is affectionately called by his
devotees) continues to devote his life to the promotion of
peace through non-violence and the protection of animals,
wildlife and the environment. Guruji is a self-realized mas-
ter, well known for his practice of the science of sound and
his teachings of the Arhum Yoga System. And while he
belongs to a Jain tradition of spirituality, he honours and
respects all of the world’s great religions as expressions of
one divine truth.

Leaving home at the age of seven to live with Shri Chotelalji
Maharaj, Guruji was once visited by His Holiness
Roopchandji Maharaj. This great yogi and enlightened mas-
ter who left his body more than a century ago appeared to
Guruji in spirit and asked him what his purpose was in life
and what he hoped to achieve. After answering honestly, the
then young boy was told that it was his destiny to become a
monk — a destiny that was fulfilled as he was annunciated
into monkhood and became a Jain Muni in the Swetambar
Sthanakvasi sect at the age of fifteen. Guruji went on to pass
a number of exams during his academic career in India,
including Shastri, Acharya, Sahitya-Ratna, Vidya-Ratna and
also mastered classical Indian and yogic philosophies.

It wasn’t long before Guruji’s divine mission unfolded and
he began to gain recognition as a fountain of wisdom, truth
and understanding who actively promoted peace and har-
mony throughout his homeland. Guruji has worked unceas-
ingly to establish a sense of universal brotherhood amongst
the conflicting religious traditions of India: He successfully
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Acharya Ji in 1940 prior to his DIKSHA ceremony

motivated the late Sikh leader Tara Singh to participate in an
open and peaceful dialogue with the government. In 1986,
the late Akali leader Sant Longowal and the late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi attempted to solve the distressing
problem plaguing the Punjab — an accomplishment largely
attributed to Guruji who convinced the terrorist groups of the
Punjab to honour their compromise with the government. He
similarly persuaded Muslim leaders to sit in negotiation with
Hindu Sants until a consensus was reached in the Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid issue in 1990 to 1991. And
when Pope John Paul’s visit to India was strongly opposed,
Guruji warmly reminded his countrymen that India has a
long-standing tradition of welcoming all individuals regard-
less of their denomination or belief. Even then, Guruji’s
vision focused upon a united earth as he convened a World
Religions Conference with more than 1200 representatives
from 27 countries and 500,000 people in attendance. Yet
Guruji’s work in India was not limited to creating religious
harmony; he was also acclaimed for his pioneering work in
the fields of animal and environmental protection as he
successfully organized a Cow Protection Rally in 1966.

From 1954 to 1989, Guruji organized and presided over a
significant number of World Religions Conferences, many
of which were attended by highly esteemed individuals,
including various Presidents and Prime Ministers of India.
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr.
Radhakrishnan, Dr. Zakir Hussain, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
Zail Singh, Rajiv Gandhi and Indira Gandhi were amongst
those who were known to participate and declarations advo-
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Acharya Ji after the Diksha with Baba Guru Kundan Lal ji
and Guru Chottelal ji.

cating world peace, universal brotherhood and above all
non-violence were frequently adopted at these conferences.
Guruji is also widely known for his unprecedented — and
highly controversial — international tour which began in
1975. He was the first Jain Monk to have traveled overseas.
For centuries, Jain monks were permitted to travel solely by
foot, yet Guruji recognized the wisdom in breaking from this
ancient restraint in order to share his message of non-
violence, peace and the oneness of all living beings with the
world at large. Since then, his acclaim as a true man of God
has spread to all corners of the earth: In 1982, Guruji inspired
the leaders of eight nations to submit a memorandum de-
manding peace through non-violence to the Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations. He has since inspired the con-
struction of numerous Jain Temples, Centers and Hindu -
Jain Temples all over the world. He explained that peace
through non-violence could not be compromised or ex-
ploited and would ensure the sanctity of human life as well

The Peace Rally in 1982
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as extending protection to the animal kingdom, the environ-
ment and all of our Earth Mother. Guruji and his devotees
also served as the fourth largest support group for the Peace
Rally heldinNew York in 1982 — an event that was attended
by nearly one million individuals from around the world.

In August of 1989, Guruji was invited to inaugurate and
preside over the World Hindu Conference in Britain. As
Hindus regard him as one of their spiritual leaders, they
enthusiastically embraced his notion of Ahimsa (Non-Vio-
lence) and vowed to join him in propagating the virtues of
meditation, vegetarianism and unity. That same year Guruji
addressed the World Conference on Religions for Peace in
Melbourne, Australia. Advocating the dire need to protect the
animal kingdom and our natural environment, he explained
that all living beings equally share the right to life. In 1990,
Guruji was an honored guest at the Global Conference for
Human Survival in Moscow. More than 1200 individuals
from 70 countries travelled to the USSR to take part in this
historic gathering and were present to participate in Guruji’s
meditation and hear his remarks on the need for non-violence.
It was here that Guruji had an opportunity to meet with
Mikhail Gorbachev and discuss issues related to the estab-
lishment of world peace and global co-operation. Then in
1991 he travelled to Iran in an attempt to persuade Saddam
Hussein to adopt a peaceful resolution to the Gulf Crisis. And
although poor roads and the prevailing war conditions pre-
vented him from entering Iraq, Guruji was widely recognized
and appreciated for his valiant efforts to stop the Gulf War.
There is hardly a nation that has not been touched by his
efforts and today His Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji
Maharaj continues to work towards the fulfillment of his
divine purpose: Siddhachalam, the first Jain tirth established
outside of India, celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. As
pilgrims from around the world continue to be drawn to this
magnificent and distinguished spiritual center in ever in-
creasing numbers, Guruji could easily stop to reflect upon
his recent achievements: The International Mahavir Jain
Mission became affiliated with the United Nations as an
NGO (Non-Governmental Organization). Furthermore, the
concept of Ahimsa was adopted by the United Nations for the
first time in history at the Sacred Earth Summit in order to
protect all forms of the 8.4 million species of life existing in
the world today. The World Movement of Non-Violence for
Peace and Environment was launched in Rio with Guruji
serving as Founder and President and Dr. Robert Muller its
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Co-President. A Jain Studies Program was initiated at Co-
lumbia University — one of the oldest and most prestigious
academic institutions in the world, and a Jain “Chair” has
been established at the Toronto University in Canada. A Jain
Encyclopedia is soon to be incorporated into the Hindu
Encyclopedia and is due to be released by the renowned
publishing house of MacMillen Press. Guruji was also in-
vited to participate in the Global Forum in Kyoto, Japan,
where the International Green Cross was launched in April
of this year with the support of more than 700 delegates from
88 countries. It was here that Guruji met with Mikhail
Gorbachev again and was very encouraged by the former
Soviet leader’s warm response to Guruji’s visionary Ahimsa
University (which became affiliated with the United Nations
Peace University in Costa Rica this year as well) and the
World Movement of Non-Violence for Peace and Environ-
ment. (Additional information concerning these recent
achievements can be found further on in this publication...)
Furthermore, the growing list of spiritual organizations that
Guruji has founded include the World Fellowship of Reli-
gions (1953) since its inception seven World Religious
Conferences have been convened, the most recent one being
in February 1994 at New Delhi and the Vishwa Ahimsa
Sangh (1957). The 2500th celebration of the 24th Trithankara
of Jainism, Lord Mahavir, was also convened by Guruji
during this time and is a celebration that continues annually
in the Jain tradition the world over. He also founded the
International Mahavir Jain Mission

Panna Lal Jain, Dr. Robert F. Thurman, a student, Arun Kothari,
Acharya Ji, Prof. Jack Hawley, Barbara Gombach and P.N. jain (Bawa)

peace, unity and universal brotherhood? How many indi-
viduals devote themselves entirely to the upliftment of all
living beings? Guruji has done both and yet his work is far
from complete. Our Earth Mother continues to cry in protest
of the injustices she is forced to endure: animals, birds, trees,
forests, oceans and mountains are suffering in the name of
industrial greed; and everywhere men, women and children
are plagued by hunger, disease, prejudice and oppression.
Guruji hears their cries and understands their anguish—and
His Holiness Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj will not rest in peace
until all the world is united in a state of Ahimsa.

(1978),the World Jain Congress (1981)
and the World Center of Non-Vio-
lence. He is the Honorary President of
the World Conference of Religions for
Peace, the Director of the Temple of
Understanding, a Founding Member
of the Global Forum of Spiritual and
Parliamentary Leaders on Human Sur-
vival, President of the Punjab Peace
and Unity Committee, President of the
Ram Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid So-
lution Committee and a Founding
Member ofthe Vishwa Hindu Parishad.
In today’s world, how many can claim
more than five decades of asceticism

and self-less service in the name of

L O sHavar oo
RIARAT Ki MaA

MAHA
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Prime Minister Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao greeting H.H. Acharya Sushil Kumarji Maharaj
at Bharat Ekta Awards Ceremony, New Delhi
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Acharya Ji with H.H. the Dalai Lama

Acharya i with Archbishop of Khazakstan and Dada ].P. Vaswani Acharya Ji with H.H. Parmukh Swami Ji Maharaj
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Acharja Ji with Nawaz Sharif - Prime Minister of Pakistan Acharja i with Sam Najumo - President of Namibia and
Ambassador N.P. Jain

Acharja Ji with Maurice Strong - Acharja Ji with Gianizail Singh - President of India
Secretary General of the Earth Summit
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GURUJI'S MESSAGE
ON NONVIOLENCE

Many of us have heard predictions about the future of man
and the Earth planet. It is true that the time is coming when
there will be communication and involvements with extra-
terrestrial beings who are faradvanced mentally, physiologi-
cally and technologically. There is a great possibility that
interplanetary wars will begin with the threat of vast destruc-
tion to the Earth.

Nature methodically takes her course. What we sow, we will
reap. The vibrations of violence or thought, word or deed
emit from the individual, the family, the society, the world
and collectively set the momentum for the ultimate destruc-
tion of mankind. Do not become narrow-minded, thinking
this is all too incredible. Do not become fearful, burying your
head underground like an ostrich. Take inspiration from
“Arihantas” to perfect body, mind and soul.

The individual can create peace. Non-violence is more
powerful than any destructive force. Do not underestimate
the power of the Perfected Self. Even one soul can win over
destructive force for the world peace if he is so firm in his
faith for non-violence.

Again we must return to the importance of our goal of Right
Knowledge, Right Faith and Right Conduct. ..we must purify
and awaken our highest qualities. Our vibrations of love and
the fearlessness that come from non-violence will transform
the galaxies.

The situation of the world is a change for non-violent people.
The time has come when powers of non-violence must
become one and united, otherwise the violent insanities of
some national leaders can destroy the entire world.
Violence is reaching its climax. Violence cannot produce
any good result; it can only destroy. Believers in non-
violence must warn others of the effects of violence. The
civilization stands the risk of suffering a great loss. We
should not become involved with the leaders who are igno-
rant of the result of violence.

It is the duty of non-violent people to make clear that goals
cannot be fulfilled through violence. Once the fire of war
starts and the major nations become involved, this fire will
burn all man-kind. Nothing will be gained.

This is indeed a critical time for the world, a test for peace-
lovers. Non-violence means respect for all forms of life,
tolerance, generosity and forgiveness. The message of non-
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violence was brought to the world from the beginning of time
and more recently by Lord Mahavira, Jesus Christ and the
Buddha. We must remember their teachings. How have
people forgotten the result of the atom bomb at Hiroshima?
How have people forgotten the cries of six million slaugh-
tered Jews in concentration camps? If we look closely at
history we can see that war and killing are not the solution to
national and international problems.

If non-violence overcomes violence, the future of man-kind
will be very bright. This is a beautiful age when science is
growing closer to religion and spirituality. Science is now
beginning to prove what the ancient mystics, holy men and
yogis have experienced through the ages, concerning the latent
powers in man. Scientific researchers, parapsychologists and
occultists have experimented extensively, proving the validity
of mental telepathy, E.S.P., existence of the aura and etheric
body, color therapy, psychic healing and more. Tests have
shown how the state of mind affects physical health. Vegetari-
anism and natural foods, relaxation meditation and yoga have
proved to increase the productivity of the mind and body, and
to create a state of well-being and inner peace.

Man has reached great heights in the fields of science and
technology, industry, medicine and education. With respect
and love of our mother earth and fellowman, we must not
lose all that we have gained. We must not let the destruction
of violence throw us back to the beginning of struggle again,
when we have advanced so far. Peace-lovers must unite!
Non-violence must overcome violence. Most beings are
slaves of nature, the elements and the law of karma (cause
and effect). Nature is not related to non-violence. It can kill
and destray. Animals have the instincts and his mind. He can
realize his ultimate perfection.

Perfected beings such as Mahavira, Buddha and Christ felt
onesses with all living beings. They saw the Supreme every-
where, and therefore preached non-violence. Absolute non-
violence show the attainment of the highest state of con-
sciousness. Mahavira would not harm even the tiniest of
insects because he felt life, oneness and equality for all. He
had no feelings of superiority or inferiority. On the crucifix,
before Christ left his body, he said, “Father, forgive them for
they know not what they do” He had so much compassion for
his murderers. He was truly non-violent.

A common man has fear of sin because of the accumulation
of karma or the punishment he may suffer. He may have
some faith in non-violence, but he will avoid harming
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another’s life for selfish reasons.

If one hurts another, by thought, word or deed he hurts
himself. One also hurts himself through possessiveness and
ego because he is going against Reality. He must collect
more karma for this. In Reality, man is his soul, but in his
ignorance he believes he can own others. He identifies
himself with money, position and outer objects.

Violence is nothing in itself. It is anger, greed possessive-
ness, ego and ignorance that give it life.

Know Thyself

“When asked what is yoga, Lord Mabavir
answered, ‘one work at a time. This way all
actions are yoga.

All simple things are very difficult”. Remove
Jyour egotistical attitudes, remove your pride
and your greed. Try it. It is very simple...and
very difficult. Serve selflessly. Love selflessly.

Attachment and attraction is not love. Love is
unconditional. Love is perfect. Don’t think
about the fruit of your actions, or you will

lose everything.”

“‘Mind, body and breath should move
together . Focus your mind and do one work
at a time. This is meditation. Know thyself

If you do not know yourself, then how can
you know God? Know your body first.
Without the body, we can’t do anything. Read
the body - this is our greatest book of

knowledge. Go in. Use the breath as a

vehicle. Use sound as a vehicle.”

“We must reach unstruck sound and
uncreated light. This is the purpose of
meditation. By gross sound one can catch
subtle sound. When you catch the divine
unstruck sound, consciousness unfolds ... you
dissolve...you merge ... and ultimately you are

nothing.”

 Guruji
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He gave me Love
He gave me grace
1 pray that someday
Again, I'll see his
shining face.

His loving arms
They gave me peace
His gentle words of Wisdom

They will never cease.

I can't believe his Life
is through
He had so much

more work to do.

His Angel Body
will descend
When I feel

I need a friend.

He is the Guru
of me Heart
I know he's been
there from the start.

This precious man
of peace is near
Find your strength
and have no fear.
His guiding light
will always be
a wondrous gift

he left for me.

I know thar we will
meet again
I really wish that

I knew when.

So Guruji on this day
I pray that all the Heavens

will sing your praise

and shower you with

Blessings that you have earned.

May you go in peace
and with all my love
and take your place
with the saints above.

No words of Gratitude
will ever do
1 owe my life
my world to you.

I love you,
Sue

June 1994 Jain Digest



“TALK ON
THE ABSOLUTE”

Talk by Guruji at Siddhachalam
Summer, 1984

We have a problem when we try to describe the Absolute.
According to the Jain system, there are six principles of
creation - soul, matter, space, action , rest and time. You say
the Absolute is the cause of all sounds, colors, thoughts,
smells, etcetera, but you do not know the meaning of Abso-
lute. We began our relation with this world through sound,
but in the level beyond sound there is no relation with this
world or nature.
What is the Absolute of a tree? It is the seed. But what is the
Absolute of the seed? Seed is tree and tree is ultimately seed.
This is expansion and contraction manifesting in all of
nature. And when you go deeper into seed of seed, seed of
seed, seed of seed - you find the same reality in all. Like a
molecule or atom - there is a whole world in a molecule, the
same world in the subtlest form of existence.
The term Absolute will create many misconceptions. Like
“God” and “karma” - in the name of God, how much violence
has been commiitted throughout the world. The same is true
with karma. Through religious beliefs many problems are
solved, but many confusions also arise.
Why have some people accepted the theory of karma? If you
are not accepting “God”, then you have to accept karma.
Karma is a more polished, more intellectual answer to the
questions of man and the world. And the “God” answer is
devotional. You have to believe blindly. Who created this
world? God. Okay, problem is over. But nobody is thinking
who created God.
However developed is your mind, this will show your kind
of God. The God of the Hindus, Jains, Christians, Buddhists,
Muslims - behind all, the intellect is working. What about the
God of primitive peoples? Some thousand years ago, mostly
all people were worshipping the sun as God. They believed
when it was rising in their fields, it was giving life. Through
the power of the sun they could survive. They knew the value
of the life force coming from it.
People cannot understand what prana is, what life force is.
Medical science has created many misconceptions. One is
that we take life from oxygen. But this is not life force. If
oxygen is life force, then scientists can produce more life
force. We can buy some cylinders of life force and fix them
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in our homes, then no need to die.

Think about God, karma, prana, oxygen, death - how many
misconceptions there are in the world. We use the term
Absolute, but we are talking about our own thoughts. And
thought is very gross. If you do not have much vocabulary,
you have little thought. You have no dream in your life.. All
dreams are based on your language. You can’t think without
words. Then the meaning is - you have some vocabulary.
Animals have small vocabulary, then their thinking is small.
If you have a great vocabulary, then your thinking is great.
There are so many social and political problems because of
this Absolute term. Nationalist pride can create feelings of
great prejudice and superiority. You have a boundary and
within that boundary, you say, ‘This is our country’. What is
the meaning of this? When raw materials for industry,
natural resources, and food supplies are coming from other
countries - we are all inter-dependent.

But if you want to fight, if you want to rule, then conflicts
start. What is our country? Our country is our mother. The
Earth is our mother. That we canagree on. The Earth is giving
everything we need. But we create boundaries - *This is my
country! This is my culture!” And if someone crosses you,
you will fight. If you can’t rule the whole Earth, then you
have to make some problems for others. And nations fight
each other. We are creating this with the term Absolute.
Some people are against the term “God”, and others are
scared of atheism. So now we have a new word - Absolute.
This is your intellectual God. But look at this ignorance - you
are using the word Absolute, then you are saying all things
are coming from it. If it is Absolute, then it is not producing
anything. If anything is the cause of anything, then what is
this - cause and effect! This is nature. How is it Absolute?
The Absolute is “Paratpar Brahma” - this means beyond
cause and effect.

Itisthe same thing when we say God is perfect and complete,
and then we say he created the world. Without desire, who
can create? Desire can’t come without incompleteness. If
you are complete - then how can you have desire? When we
have eaten enough food that our stomachs are full, we can’t
eat more. We have no desire. After some time desire can start
again. Or if we are missing some special taste, desire for that
taste can come. Food desire can come, sex desire, any desire
can come, but only if you are missing something, if there is
a deficiency.

Is God missing something? Here we have a big story - God
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was alone, and he wanted to become “more”. The desire
came to create. Then he planned, using knowledge. He
started to work, but how is he working? He has no hands. If
he has hands, then he has body. If he has body, he took birth.
If he took birth, then he will die. If he is caught in the birth
and death cycle, then he is not God. How is he working? Is
he working by will? But how did the will start if he is
Absolute?
He is Absolute? And he’s creating smells? He’s creating
thoughts? He is the cause of sound? Sound means vibration,
and if something is vibrating then this is matter. This is not
Absolute. We are putting ash in the eyes of the people and
using the word Absolute. The students can accept your
theory when you lecture in college, they will not object,
because they are more ignorant than you. But if you talk with
me about Absolute, then I will laugh. Look how you are
fooling yourself!
Absolute means there is no vibration, no pulsation, no cause
and effect, no rest, motion, time or space. Absolute means
there is Nothing. We can’t describe it. This is “Anant
Paratpar Brahma”. It has no beginning and no end. It is
beyond all.

...OM ARHUM

QUOTE FROM GURUJI

“Some people define a religious man as
one who goes to church or temple.
Apre these buildings the source of religion?
You go there and you are a very religious person,
and when you come out you are not?

“In India people are required to leave their shoes
outside before entering a temple or holy place.
There is a big problem there of shoe thieves. So you
go in and worship and pray to God, and when you
come back you will not find your shoes.

“If a religious person is one who goes to temple, then
maybe the shoe thieves are very religious -
They are always there!

“No, church will give help if you are not a religious
man. You must think how you can reunite
with the Absolute.

Religion means ‘dharma” or nature.

What is your true nature?

Follow this.

You separated, my dear, from your reality.

Come back to your original source.”
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Acharya Ji with Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru

Acharya Ji with Mrs. Indira Gandhi
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“TALK ON
LOVE AND BEAUTY”

TALK BY GURUJI IN LONG BEACH, CA
WINTER, 1984

Love is the first principle. When you feel so much love then
you can’t forget it. Anywhere you go, love will inspire you,
remind you, prepare you. Again and again you will remem-
ber it. Love is a beautiful thing.
“Love your body” - this is a good principle. But you are not
loving your body. You have to analyze, with love, what is
attachment. Many people spend a lot of money on make-up,
shampoos and creams. I do not know the names of these
things. But I have seen them in the bathrooms of rich
persons’ homes (and their bathrooms are as big as another
person’s house). There are hundreds of different bottles -
something for eyes, something for lips, something for this
and that. Something for hair, something for cleaning.
But think deeply - this is not love, this is attachment. Even if
someone has used all kinds of make-up, can you compare this
beauty with a flower? When a flower is blooming, how
lovely! It is not using any make-up, is it? Naturally, all
beauty is coming. You are a flower of Nature. Don’t think
otherwise.
If you really want to love, then watch. Watch with love, with
peace, with balance. Watch, and you will develop more
highly. If you are so attached, then watch. Love is a different
thing. Love has no demands. Love is innocent. If there is
demand, there is no love.
Attachment means we want to occupy something. Look at
this flower. If we have attachment, if we like it, then we want
to pluck it from the plant, keep it and occupy it. We want to
possess it.
If we have love then we want to leave it in the same situation.
We will give it help to grow, become bigger and more
healthy. We do not want to cut it or destroy it, or make any
problem. Love means to give help, to sacrifice. How much
can you sacrifice? Love starts here.
When a person is reaching a higher state, he’s not feeling any
difference or separation between man, animal or any living
being. Everything is the same. If you have love, it is not
possible to treat inanimate objects harshly also.
When you are loving and peaceful, and your actions and
thoughts are perfect with love, then you can’t treat anyone or
anything negatively. If you have love inside then you can’t
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keep hate. If you have hate, you can’t keep love.
There is one saying, “The street of love is so narrow; there is
only room for one.” You can keep love or you can keep hate
- this is your choice. But it is not possible to keep both. One
thing is available for you. Choose what you like.

"The core belief of Jainism is Ahimsa the principle
of compassion, non-violence and

non- injury to all creatures.”

"Jains believe that all living organisms possess a soul
or jiva. The Soul is surrounded by Karma or
harmful matter which impedes enlightenment. The
goal which might take several reincarnated lifetimes

is to liberate the soul from its Karma.

L1

"Poverty is another word for self discipline. You can
serve the society and fulfill noble ideas in life, if you
follow self discipline. Give up your rights
for saciety to protect others rights.

This is the golden rule for oneness.”

"I believe in promoting religion as a
binding force, not as a sect.”

When you work by force you feel tired. If you work
with love, you cannot feel tired. Love is the basic
source of energy.”

"Om is the binding force for all Hindus.

If your ceremonies have fire as an integral part, if
mantras have a place in your life, if you believe in
Karma, if you believe in non-violence then you are a
Hindu. One can be a Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Vaidik
Shaiva by religion but we all are
Hindus by culture.”

"The multiplying of truth is like the facets on a
diamond. From one angle you see one part of the
truth, not the total truth. But if you respect all
diamonds then you can reach nearer
to the rotality of truth.”
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“YOUTH POWER FOR
NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT”

Talk by Guruji in Madras, India
May 3, 1985

Behind the history of all religions is youth. Wherever there
is faith and hope, there is youth. Youth is responsible for all
kinds of stories - good and bad. Our nation has been suffering
from separatism for the last two years due to the Punjab
problem, and this was created by youth. On the other hand,
the freedom that our nation enjoys is the ‘prasad’ of youth.
Lord Mahavir began a big revolution for society; he did this
when he was young. The same is true of Lord Buddha. You
can read the history of any nation in the East or West and you
will find youth are responsible for all kinds of change. Our
nation needs development and strength, but without youth
we can’t do anything. Fortunately, our Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi is a youth. This is a big thing. We cannot imagine all
the problems he must tackle.
My dear students, our subject is how we can grow, how we
can develop. Mahavir taught national character. At the time
of his spiritual teachings, a ‘national religion’ actually was
appearing. Mahavir stressed one thing - that all of mankind
isone. There is no division, no higher or lower, no superiority
or inferiority. Mankind is one family. When you think like
this you can’t create any separation. Mahavir saw the spirit,
the soul, the reality of all living beings. And reality is one.
We can describe many differences between beings, but we
can’t change the essence, we can’t change the reality.
My dear, think what is your duty. Anywhere you see disputes
and violence - these people are fighting for rights. What is
our duty? If you ask this question, then maybe you can
consider non-violence.
Mahatma Gandhi taught that if we fight for rights, there will
always be disputes and clashes. If we fight for rights we are
not thinking about our duty. Mahavir said, “When you are
ready to give up your rights; when you are ready to support
the rights of others - this is the start of non-violence.”
How can we build national character? You must think the
whole nation is one family. When you think what is your
duty, then harmony will be created among all people. Non-
violence is the way. Non-violence is the principle by which
you can serve the nation.
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Youth is power.
But think about power, power has no eyes. Power
has feet, it has legs, it can walk , power can do
anything. But you must put two eyes there. Two
eyes, they can see, they can discriminate, they can

decide. If we have right guidance, if we have the
right way, we can do anything.

Iamsopleased today we are considering what is the real way.
We are not thinking what is our right, we are thinking what
is our duty. It is our duty to help the nation, to help families
from all backgrounds. If you think like this, then this is real
religion.
I was in Agra once at a seminar of scholars and poets. The
question arose - what is the definition of youth? Everyone
gave his opinion, then one old poet stood up and read a verse
of a poem. He was saying that old age is not real. If you have
the power to face problems and the courage to take risks, then
you are young. If you have lost your power and everytime
you are afraid to take on any work, any duty, then maybe you
are young by age but by mind you are old.
Many people are very strong physically, they have the
capacity to do so much work, but mentally they are thinking
they can’t. They arealways afraid. By age they are young, but
they are old. My dear, think about this.
Organize, and do good work - but by good character and good
conduct. If our character is not good, and our discipline is not
strong, we can’t accomplish anything.
If your thoughts are very broad and very great, then you are
great. By thoughts you can become great; by thoughts you
can become small. We need high thinking. If your thoughts
are high, you are high. If your thoughts are low, you are low.
Think about your character. How much work are you doing
for yourself? How much work are you doing for others?
If you are self-centered, you are sinful. If you are thinking
about others, and using all your energy to serve others - man
and animal, your society, your nation - then you are truely a
great person. Be great and do good work. Gandbhi said, “Be
good and do good.” This is our true direction.
I think you will do good work and share your strength in
service for others. But always think that all of mankind is
one, think how you can serve, think how you can dedicate
yourself.
Surrender your whole power to service for others. That is the
essence of non-violence. I pray for your health, for your self-
realization, for your samadhi. Think about yourself. Be good
and do good.

...OM ARHUM
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THE POWER OF ARHUM:
GURUJI, NOVEMBER 1983
“...In translating the first lines of the Rishimandal Stotram we
find the basic description of Arhum - how all letters of the
Sanskrit script are included in it. But word and meaning are
different. Every word has a meaning, but the meaning is not
the thing itself.

“For example, we are talking about Boston. Boston is a city.
Youcanunderstand the name of the city and you can imagine
the way the city looks. But this is not really the city. Meaning
can show something, but meaning and substance or essence
of word is different.

“What the Stotram is really describing is that when we use
the word Arhum, with its powers of moon, sun and fire, then
all light and complete shape and form of the letters appear.
By letters you can find the object itself. There is not only
understanding or knowledge, but direct perception. As with
the word Boston, then you can actually see the entire appear-
ance of the city. We are getting this type of power from
Arhum.

“Arhum includes all letters, combined in a way like water is
part of an apple. When you say Arhum, that means all letters
are there. By meditating upon Arhum we can experience
through direct perception the power of sound. And when the
Stotram speaks of our :complete aim”, this means the very
appearance of the letters - their shape, form and divine lights.
All different lights - colors - will appear.

“All letters are related with the elements and each letter has
its own color and power. If we want happiness then we can
bring this from space. Happiness is not coming from the
other elements. You can bring any mental or emotional state
from space, and good or bad karmic particles - joy, sorrow,
anger, desire, laziness, etc.

“You can use letters or sounds relating to the elements. Like
“Namo” or “Om” - these letters belong to space, and will
bring what you want from there.

“By sound you can influence the gross elements also. If you
want good earth, you can remove negative vibrations. If you
want pure water or rain, you can use mantra relating to the
water element. This is very practical knowledge.”
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‘Live And Let Live’

THE
MEANING OF THE
ARHUM YOGA
LOGO

“In order to describe the meaning of the logo, we must
describe the meaning of Om, Hreem, Arhum. These three
interrelated sounds symbolize knowledge of the eternal, the
internal and the Supreme. They are Right Knowledge
(Arhum), Right Faith (Om) and Right Conduct (Hreem).
“Visualize the picture of Hreem, Om, Arhum. First, on the
outside is Hreem, this is the universe, nature and the five
elements. Then within this is Om whose positive energy
moves in one direction to the supreme ...completely, whole-
heartedly. In the center there is an unmoving flame of fire
burning brightly. This is Arhum, the power of the soul. This
is the Arihant, the soul in its perfected state.
“The meaning is that you are the universe...
entire energy i1s Om, and your soul is realizing its highest
state of perfection ... Arhum. By this system you can know the
world, you can see how energy moves, and you can see
yourself-how all powers are awakening. Watch...and awaken
yourself.

“Sound is the base of this knowledge. When you will see
reality, then you will understand that this is the complete
picture of the Supreme - omniscient, omnipresent and om-
nipotent.”

Hreem, your

Non-violence is a weapon
of the strong.

— Mahatma Gandhi
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JAINISM AND
THE EXISTENCE OF
THE SOUL

The question whether humans and other living beings indeed
possess a soul, i.e., an immortal, eternal and invisible es-
sence as the unifying factor between all beings, has been a
controversial issue for many centuries, particularly in the
Western world. At all times, doubts and arguments have
been voiced to disclaim the existence of the soul, the main
reason being that no one is actually able to see the soul.
Especially those among us who were born and raised in
Western societies usually learn very soon in their lives only
to believe what they can see...or at least hear, feel, touch or
smell. In short, one - - if not more - - out of our five sense
organs ought to be activated in order to perceive something
as existent and, therefore, real.

Philosophers and sages from both East and West usually
counter argue with the statement that the soul is a self-
contained entity, and that its existence is well proven. How-
ever, because of the fact that it is formless, it is not percep-
tible to the eyes nor to any of the other four sense organs.
Since Jainism endorses the reality of the soul, how do Jaina
defend their point of view?

Basically, Jain philosophers contend that there is no reason
to disbelieve what is imperceptible to us; after all if someone
asks us if our ancestors have ever really existed, we certainly
would answer in the affirmative even though we have never
seen them with our own eyes. But judging from our own
existence, we conclude that they must have existed as well.
How can we see the root of a plant? We know there has to be
one, simply because of the fact that the plant is alive and
thriving: it grows leaves, flowers and fruit. Therefore, we
hold the viewpoint that the root is the necessary cause of the
effect (the plant). This effect is one of the actions of the soul
(atma), i.e., one of the ways in which the soul manifests itself,
it is said in the Jain teachings. It is perceptible in a living
human because he moves, walks, plays and works in various
ways. He even thinks - which is not possible for a dead
human. A split second before death actually occurs, one can
still see movements - however subtle - in a human body,
conversely, after the person has died all movements will
have ceased. From this, so the Jain philosophers argue, it
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should be evident that a) there is a soul residing in each
human body, b) the soul goes away when the body dies, and
c) there is no soul in a dead body. In this way, the effect of
the existence of the soul is obviously perceptible to us, and
therefore, we should be able to comprehend the reality of
such an immortal essence.

Jainism maintains that the body is the abode of the soul. The
resident who dwells in a house is distinct and separate from
the house. If this house should collapse or the period of
tenancy comes to an end, the resident will leave the house
and, presumably, start to live somewhere else in another
dwelling. It is the same with the soul. When the duration of
time of the existence of the soul in the body comes toanend,
that same soul goes away to another place (which is deter-
mined by a person’s deeds in this and past lives), 1.e., it will
live in another body until that lifespan is over at which point
the entire process will be repeated - - according to the law of
karma. In this way, the line of births and deaths continue on
and on until the circle of rebirths is finished.

The eternal question of “Who am 17" automatically. estab-
lishes the existence of a soul. A material thing suchasatable,
cloth, or vessel doesn’t have any perception that it exists.
Only when there is a soul in the body does it speak such words
as “l am happy” or “Iamsad. oris able to feel any emotions
and sensations at all, because knowledge is an attribute ofthe
soul only - - not of physical matter. Why can’t dead humans
see? It is because the eye is not able to see in and by itself; it
is the soul that sees and uses the eye as an instrument. Just as
the fire in firewood and the yogurt in milk are not perceptible
to us though latent in them, the soul is also not perceptible
even though it exists in the body.

In summation, then, the main argument for the existence of
the soul according to Jainism is, that although we are not able
to directly perceive the soul with our ordinary five senses, we
are able to perceive the effects (actions) of the soul without
which all living beings would cease to exist as such. And this
perception of the ways in which the soul manifests itself is
seen in Jainism as a proof that it truly exists.

“If you can surrender, If you can become
like a five year old child. .. Innocent and
pure, then you can know your reality.”

Guruji
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JAIN UNITY
by

H. H. Acharya Sushil Kumarji Maharaj
It has been my life’s experience that no good can come from
sectarianism or groupism. By sectarianism we are spoiling
the purpose of religion. Religion means reunite with your
true self. It is the Dharma meaning to follow your true nature.
But when we are involved in sectarianism, naturally we
forget the meaning of Dharma and forget the Arihantas.
Unfortunately, for 2,000 years of Jain history, many reli-
gious authorities have promoted sects rather than one com-
mon religion. Some are working for religion, but sects divide
us and pull us back to narrow-mindedness.
Now is the time to make a change. We must focus on non-
violence. We are children of the Arihantas, and worshippers
of the Namokar Mantra. We see this universe as the essence
of the six substances. Lord Mahavir and Lord Paraswanath
taught self-realization through yogic practice, the unity of all
living beings, and the purification of our karma. Health self-
realization and total bliss - this is the purpose of practice as
described by the Arihantas.
When we involve in narrow-mindedness we neglect this
purpose. Many monks have spread the message of non-
violence and the yoga of the Arihantas. But unfortunately,
we could not maintain continuity due to fear of sectarian
rules and regulations. In Lord Paraswanath’s time and Lord
Mahavir’s time preaching was spread to many corners of the
world, when disciple monks travelled extensively.
According to 7th century accounts Harivansha Puran by
Acharya Jinsen and Gyanavarnav by Acharya
Shubhachandra, these teachings were spread not only in
India but elsewhere in Asia, in the Far East, the Middle East,
Africa, Greece and the Balkan countries. It is unfortunate
that this system was not maintained.
Now is the time for Jain clergy and laity to become more
active and work to spread the teachings of the Arihantas.
Jainism is the only religion where there is no system of
conversion. Any Christian, Muslim, Hindu, or Buddhist can
also be a Jain - as long as he or she has total faith in non-
violence. This belief can fit into any culture or religion. It is
a matter of a change of heart - to awaken mercy and feel
oneness with all living beings.
There are nearly 500,000 Jains residing outside of India in
Asia, Africa, North America and Europe. Now bold steps

Jain Digest  June 1994

must be taken to unite, educate and enlighten all brothers and
sisters. This is the purpose of the World Jain Congress and
the International Jain Conferences. And specifically, through
the efforts of the Indo-American Conference, we are work-
ing to increase communication between India and America.
Accomplishments have been made with the founding of the
international center, Siddhachalam, and the establishment
of more Jain societies and temples throughout the United
States and Canada. Each individual must make efforts to
spread the teachings of non-violence, then the time will not
be far when we can find Jain ashrams, temples and centers all
over the world.

My thanks and blessings to all sincere devotees who are
working on local, national and international scales to bring
about a greater sense of unity among Jains.

Acharaya Ji at Siddhachalam with dignataries from
the United Nations and others

“LIVE SIMPLY.

Living luxuriously leads to more desires

which cannot be fulfilled.

Appreciate the world's beauty,
but live simply and think highly.”

Guruji
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GURU]JI'S MESSAGE FOR THE
SYMPOSIUM ON
“SURVIVAL OR VIOLENCE”

NONYVIOLENCE IS THE
GUARANTEE FOR
WORLD PEACE

Thought is force. Thought has unlimited power. You are
what you think. Anyone can achieve complete success by
spiritual awareness. 2,500 years ago Lord Mahavir gave this
perfect truth, “All mankind is one. There is no superiority or
inferiority, no caste or creed, no Caucasian or Aryan.”
Weather conditions in various areas may have produced
amounts of pigmentation as far as our skin is concerned, but
since our systems of birth and death are the same, our smiling
and weeping is the same, our reactions to pain and pleasure
are similar, how can we make distinctions by caste, color or
religion? A cow’s skin may be red, white or black but the
milk is the same.

If all the nations of the world can accept the principle of
nonviolence, who will attack? If no country is ready to attack
there will be no problem between China or Pakistan and
India or between Iran and Iraq.

Mankind is like a big lake. If someone puts poison in any part
of the lake, all the water will become poisonous and people
will die. It is not possible to poison only a portion of the lake
and expect the people on that portion to die and those on other
portions to survive. Total survival and total destruction are
related. Science has advanced to such a degree that all
mankind on this planet must either die together or all must
survive together. It is time to stop the sinful waste of money
which is being poured into the production of instruments of
destruction. This money should be used for the betterment of
the world, mankind and all living beings. It is the perfect time
for people to begin to understand the need for nonviolence.
Mankind has suffered much from world wars. They under-
stand the result of fighting and destruction. It is time to
practice peace and awareness, to achieve perfection and total
enlightenment. We must stand. We must not sleep. We must
be awake and stand, but not with weapons. We must fight for
the betterment of society - not for jealousy or destruction.
Inside each of us there is a violent army disturbing us. Anger,
Jealousy, ego, greed, desire and madness of thoughts com-
prise this army. We must organize a stronger nonviolent
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army of peace, contentment, self-realization, complete health,
bliss and total samadhi. We must work for peaceful coexist-
ence and universal brotherhood. We will march for the
betterment of mankind. Then we will accept a nonviolent
system of society where there is no lord and no servant. We
will help each other and be friendly to one another. The days
have gone when the nonsensical principle of killing for
survival was upheld. We must help one another. The whole
world is existing through and by mutual help. We are all
interdependent. Without trees no living being can survive.
Trees are converting the minerals of nature into edible fruit.
Mankind cannot survive without animals. Animals are eat-
ing what is excess and sending it back into nature. The cycle
of the universe is going on with the help of trees and animals
and both poles, North and South. This is the main energy
center. If one pole would become weak and create imbal-
ance, the whole cycle would be destroyed. If you want to live,
then you must be ready to live and let live. We all have to
accept it and now is the time. The U.N. is thinking about
human rights. We must think about animal rights and ecol-
ogy rights. Without the animals and the trees we can’t
survive.

If we even think about destruction, the negative thoughts
create a vibration that could destroy our whole system. Lord
Mabhavir taught we must practice oneness by body, mind and
word. Feel oneness with all living beings and expand your-
self. When you experience the universal feeling that all is one
and one is all - - that is enlightenment. That is universal man
- - Superman. Jainism is calling such a universal man
‘Arihant.” Arihant means the superman who has awakened
all extrasensory perception. Christ-consciousness,
Bodhisattva or Avatar - all mean the same thing. We are
awaiting the birth of a superman who has all powers of
mercy, survival, love and oneness, but the basic idea is
nonviolence. That is the beginning. If you think about others
they will think about you. What you do not want for yourself
do not do to others. When you feel oneness with all, jealousy,
anger and greed, the army of satan, cannot exist. The time has
come when we must decide either for total survival or total
destruction. If we accept violence in any form, we cannot
expect the world to survive. If we want total survival, the
only way is to feel oneness with all living beings; love,
brotherhood and coexistence.

Om peace. Om shanti.
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GURU]JI'S TALK ON
IMAGINATION

Years ago, after I gave a lecture in Ujjain, a young man came
up to me. He was very bright and active and a beautiful
orator. He told me, “Muniji, when you were giving the
lecture, so many times [ saw your hair standing up, and I was
thinking, what is going on? Sometimes, light was appearing,
and another time I saw what looked like Lord Paraswanath
sitting behind your head. The face was so beautiful and
peaceful. On top of your head I saw the cobra snakes.”
The young man was talking, and I was thinking, “This must
be hisimagination. I have so much love for Lord Paraswanath,
but it is not possible he can appear like this.”

Then one day when I was sitting in meditation, something
appeared, I felt a special presence but I had some doubt and
was thinking it was my imagination. Slowly, I began to
realize that the imagination is a gift of supreme nature. All
things are appearing in the world by imagination. It is not a
simple thing, we must love and respect it. My attitude
changed about imagination. After that, I did not feel that it
was a false thing; I began to see that it is the beginning of
reality. Now, this is my firm faith, but without experience
you can’t increase your confidence.

So many times I talk inside with Lord Paraswanath. He is a
perfect Siddha. You can’t talk with him as an embodied
being, but if your faith is perfect and strong, then he will
appear. This is due to your will and your power of imagina-
tion. I decided by imagination, by will, by meditation, by
visualization, we can contact with the supreme powers.
Imagination becomes reality.

Lord Mahavir did so much meditation, so his image, his
vibration, his electric current is here - everywhere, even now.
Then why can’t we contact him. During the cow protection
movement in 1966 in India, when it was reaching its climax,
one time I was talking inside, “Lord Mahavir, am I doing
good? Can we get success?” And the answer came clearly,
“If you are honest in your purpose, success or failure is not
so important, but sincerity, dedication and pure motive are.
If you have perfect love in your purpose, then purpose is
perfect.”

Imagination appeared in reality so many times in my life. I
saw many small things, and I saw very big things. I talked so
many times with Dada Guru Jin Chandra Suriji Maharaj. He
lived 800 years ago. I asked him hundreds of questions and
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he gave perfect answers. He was the one who told me that I
would come to America and that I would establish many
centers in the world. I talked with Maharaj Roop Chandji,
who appeared to me many times in my life. Maharaj left his
body more than 100 years ago.

In India, years ago, I was suffering from a 105 degree
temperature in the hospital after an operation. I was feeling
very sick - so much pain. I called on Roop Chandji Maharaj,
and told him that I wanted to remove the fever. (Mostly in my
life, I did not do anything for myself. I did not use mantra for
personal gains or for self-healing.)

Mabharaj told me, “Your karma is not finished. You have to
suffer.” I asked him, “How can I believe you? Can you
remove my pain for one hour?” He removed it instantly, but
said, “In one hour your fever and pain will return.” Then he
left... After that I was normal.” The doctor checked me and my
temperature was normal. I was walking around eating and
talking and I forgot what Maharaj had said. Exactly one hour
later, my fever returned to 105 degrees and the great pain
again filled me.

One day in 1978 1 visited a beautiful chapel in Hamilion,
N.Y. It was very calm and quiet, and a comfortable place for
meditation. Inside there was a large crucifix. I sat for medi-
tation and before long I heard a voice saying, “I am accepting
you. You will get all things, my disciple. You will get
success, but it will take time...” I opened my eyes and saw the
cross converting into Christ, and Christ converting into the
cross. I was watching this, and blinking my eyes, but the
figure of Christ was very much alive. He told me some things
(which are to be kept secret), and he showed me my future.
These experiences have no concern with sect or religion,
truth is truth, reality is reality. You are Christ, you are
Krishna, you are Mahavir, Buddha, Paraswanath,
Mohammed, you are God. You can contact the divine. In the
first stages, have faith in you imagination , then you can
convert yourself. You are divine. Forget yourself, dissolve
yourself into the divine object, and the object will appear in
front of you.
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SPIRITUALITY

H.H. Acharya Sushil Kumarji

People frequently ask, “What is spirituality?’ In ancient
times people felt that spirituality was something that worked
from the spirit. That is, they felt that the spirit was the soul.
Basically, they connected the subtle body with different
types of energy. When their inner energy began to move and
they felt vibrations, they were able to receive and perceive
clarity concerning their questions in life. They called this
energy spirit. Eventually,, their concept of spirit became
known as spirituality. All of us have the capability to call on
any spint, great, small, lower or higher - any kind of spirit.
We all have the power to connect with this type of energy.
There is a story about a devotee who went to the Himalayas
to seek the answer to the question of spirituality and to know
about himself. Eventually, he found a Guru, a Master, and
asked: “My Guru, I came here with great difficulty. ButI cast
off all things to find only one answer.” The Guru was in deep
meditation but finally said, “My dear child, what is your
question?” The devotee asked, “What is the definition of
spirituality?” The Guru laughed and replied, “My dear son,
you don’t understand. Listen. Someone can describe spiritu-
ality to you 100,000 times over and over and still you will not
completely understand this concept. But then, even the Guru
does not completely understand! This is spirituality.”

In reality though, spirituality means different things to most
people. It is as difficult as deciding on how the world began.
Even here the scientists cannot agree on one theory. We
know that the amoeba was the first form of life on earth. But
what is life? Life force is sperm and sperm is life force. By
prana we can produce life force. Prana is the base of life
force. The chemical composition of our life force is 20%
oxygen, 74% nitrogen, 4% carbon and 1% miscellaneous
elements. But we still don’t know the real root of our life
force. We still don’t know how it began on earth.
According to the Jain system, there are two types of energy
or life force. This energy is called Ayu or age. This type of
energy is connected with our causal body or our unconscious
mind. The unconscious mind is connected with the base of
our spine, the Muladhara. At this point, we produce two types
of power - one is the life force and the other is the power of
speech. Ultimately, scientists have found that life force,
speech, thoughts, breath, light, color and electricity are no
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different. They are the same form of energy only functioning
at different vibrational frequencies. You can convert any of
these things into another. You can convert color into light
and you can convert thoughts into color. You can convert
your life force into electricity. We all possess two types of
current, electric and magnetic. Our brain produces the first
type, electric. Our brain is capable of creating, producing or
manufacturing this chemical type of power. But the second
type, or magnetic current, cannot be produced chemically.
Our pranic force or magnetic power is a gift. This type of
energy is a mystery. It is the healing force, the life force
within us. Most devotees are not seeking the knowledge of
electrical current, what they are seeking is knowledge of the
magnetic or healing current.

Our bodies cannot function without electric current. How-
ever, when healing takes place, it comes from magnetic
current. We must learn to draw upon magnetic current
(Pranic force) in order to stimulate the electric current within
us so that our bodies can heal themselves. It is like being able
to transform OM into MO or MONA into NAMO. 1t is this
creation or transformation of energy which allows healing to
take place.

Let me explain further. A disease means that one part of our
body loses its connection with the brain. For example, the
brain orders the knee to work. The knee says “No, forget it.
I don’t want to listen. You have misused my power, misused
my strength. Forget cooperation. I am separate from the rest
of the body. I will not join the group.” This means that the
brain and the knee are fighting - this is a disease. In reality
though, it is only an obstacle. An obstacle or energy can
produce a disease. It is the lack of electricity along the
backbone which prevents the body part from receiving the
signal (electricity). But the real lack of energy takes place in
the sushumna. The current from this channel affects our
subtle or light body. Through meditation we can draw prana
or magnetic current into the sushumna. If the magnetic or
pranic current is missing, the brain will not be able to send
energy to other parts of the body that require extra help. All
diseases are due to obstacles or improper movement or
energy. If energy moves properly, no disease will result.
When the body is healing, it says, “Knee be good”. We send
a love message or special type of electricity (prana) to the
knee. Soon the knee will feel some attractions or love for the
spiritual or pranic healing force. When the prana begins to
work, it occupies the brain and healing can begin to take
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place. This is also the secret of the Mantra - any Mantra.
We can awaken our own energy for healing. Anyone can be
a healer. When we remove our ego, our existence, when we
don’t think about ourselves, then we can be healers. If you
think “I am a healer,” you won’t be able to heal. Forget
yourself, become a channel or a medium. When you apply
this type of healing, magnetic current will occupy you. You
will feel so many vibrations. Anybody can be healed with
this type of power. Forget yourself completely, dissolve
yourself, merge into an Ocean of Love. Ultimately you will
be a channel. The energy will come and then you can heal
anyone.

But spirituality is more than just reaching toward the pranic
force. According to Raja Yoga, the Buddha, Patanjali and
Jain systems, spirituality means awakening or awareness. It
doesn’t matter what type of activity you are engaged in,
shopping, working, cooking, meditating, etc., if you work
with awareness, this constitutes spirituality. In our literature
we see and read of the great Masters doing different types of
work. We see pictures of the Lords Krishna and Mahavir
meditating. We also see pictures of Christ doing work. All of
the great Masters worked with awareness and focus - this is
spirituality. It is only our minds that make us think that
meditation is more spiritual than physical work. But whether
you work or meditate, only do one thing at a time; this is the
rule. If you are working, concentrate. Do not talk with others,
do not waste your energy. Always focus and concentrate
your mind on only one work - then you are a Yogi, then you
are spiritual.

But we ask why meditation is important. Our mind has the
habit to run, to collect thoughts like a dumpster. We fill our
minds with bad or dirty thoughts. By meditating one to two
hours daily, we can fill our minds with pure, clean thoughts.
Our mind will become a temple of God. Our mind is so
powerful. If you meditate, you can change anything in the
world. Mind power is a big thing. But, if we don’t care and
fill our minds with useless, careless thoughts, the mind will
become difficult to control. People today have great diffi-
culty in stopping or controlling their minds because their
negativity rules them.

When reading the history of society, we see so much fighting
and killing based on just one thought “I am superior to you.”
This is how so many people think. Look at what happened to
the people in Africa. The men, women and children were
collected, chained and sold to other nations. They were
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beaten, killed or enslaved in the name of superiority. This
type of torture is going on in Africa, in America, in India or
anywhere in the world. There is no country in the world
where one person did not torture another person. By war,
man has done so much; by slavery he has done so much; by
wealth he has done so much; but mostly in the name of
religion he has done so many negative things. The maximum
amount of torture in this world has been done in the name of
religion. Religion can be the purest thing — but it also has
been a big poison for the world. In the name of religion,
people think that they are superior. They think “I am a Jain,
Iam a Buddhist, [ am a Christian,” and so on. Religion should
be a uniting force. Instead, in the name of religion entire
societies have been divided. These are our habits, this is how
we think. We all think that we are different, that we are
separate. We do different jobs, we have different organiza-
tions, we belong to different communities. Ultimately, none
of us are superior or better. We are all one.

My dears, by spirituality we mean awareness and awaken-
ing. If you are aware of yourself, if you focus your entire
concentration on one work at a time, if you can accept all as
one, then you are spiritual.

When we recite a mantra, it can be any mantra or rhythmic
chanting, we receive so much help. The mantra vibrates and
inspires different parts of the body. You can open and
awaken yourself. This is a mysterious system of the physical
and subtle bodies. Ultimately, you will unlock your causal
body. You are purifying yourself. You are removing all
negativities - the kind of materials that cause problems,
diseases, negativities, obstacles or sickness. Begin by chant-
ing OM - beautiful OM!

OM SHANTI

Who will use the sword
will perish by the sword.
Who will use peace
will be blessed with peace

— Dr. Robert Muller
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Guruji’s message to the

GLOBAL FORUM OF
SPIRITUAL AND
PARLIAMENTARY LEADERS
ON HUMAN SURVIVAL

AT Oxford, UK, April 11-15, 1988

Brothers and sisters in peace and nonviolence:

Let me begin by paying tribute to this very special gathering
in this great city of learning - Oxford. Oxford has always
been highly esteemed in the world of learning, not only in
Britain but all over the world. The institutions of learning
here have educated young people who were destined to be
leaders in their countries, statesmen, Prime Ministers, Presi-
dents and Kings. We all are honored to be in this great city
which has given birth to many ideas and concepts to keep the
finest human values and human spirit alive and free in the
world. Today, this temple of learning is host to the world
leaders in both the spiritual and parliamentary areas of
human endeavor who, hopefully, will discover methods for
attaining global peace. As we say in India, it is an auspicious
conjunction of planets. In this case they are symbolically the
planets of learning and understanding. This conjunction can
bring peace, non violence, love and hope for the planet earth.
The Oxford spirit of knowledge and learning has been a great
tradition in Britain. Today, I hope we shall give birth to a
NEW OXFORD SPIRIT of compassion, understanding,
tolerance, non-violence, love and abiding peace.

The symbol of the trinity is part of many of the world’s
religions. Let us introduce a new symbolic trinity of nonvio-
lence, love and freedom. These are the keys to the survival
of humanity and a peaceful future for mankind.

As we meet here today, the world is caught in a crucial trial
of strength between the forces of humanity and inhumanity;
the forces of love and hatred; of understanding and preju-
dice; of generosity and greed and above all between the
human spirit, created by God, and nuclear and conventional
weapons, created by man. Let us all reaffirm our faith and
resolve to carry on the global crusade for assertion and re-
establishment of the forces of positivism. There is a spark of
goodness in the heart of even the most violent person. If we
can touch that spark, we can change his heart. If we can bring
about a change of hearts, we can change the world.
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I am not merely presenting a theory. I have practiced what I
am proposing. Very recently, in India, I have witnessed
change in some of the most difficult and critical human
situations. 1 walked among the so called terrorists and
extremists in Punjab which has been so much in the news in
India and the world because of senseless killings and terror.
I walked with love and without fear. I walked with compas-
ston and an honest desire to get into the hearts of those whom
most people feared and despised. 1 thought to myself, if
Christ could walk unarmed among those who had the brute
force of power and weaponry with them; if Prophet
Mohammad could face with love and compassion the mis-
guided weapon wielding warriors; if Buddha could forsake
a kingdom of power for a kingdom of love and compassion
and face violence with non-violence; if the gurus of the Sikhs
stood up against forces of injustice and state power with their
faith in love and oneness of all humanity; if Lord Mahavira
could grant mankind freedom from all pain and suffering
through love and nonviolence; if Gandhi could face a mighty
state power with love and nonviolence and if great church
leaders like Bishop Tutu can face bullets and brute force with
gospel and faith alone; why couldn’t I, a simple Jain practi-
tioner of faith and nonviolence, face my brothers who had a
misguided belief in gun and bullet as a greater force than
spirituality and God. I walked among them. I patiently heard
them. I tried to understand them. God was with me and my
faith in love and nonviolence. Believe me, faith worked
where angry words had failed. Nonviolence worked where
violence and counterviolence had failed for years. In light of
my experience and of the recent developments in Punjab, I
have full faith that ultimately peace shall prevail. There is
bound to be a change of hearts and brothers shall again live
as brothers.

On this occasion I would like to share some of my thoughts
and experiences with you. When my peace mission in Punjab
bore some results it restored so much confidence in other
parts of the country that I was asked by people in other states
ofIndia, namely Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal to come and
help them counter the climate of violence, mistrust and
conflict. Despite imperfect health, I have pledged my life to
work as a peacemaker. I walked among them and was
heartened to see the beginning of change. Those who were
ridden with conflicts about religious buildings as the famous
mosque/temple controversy in one part of the country began
to ask themselves: if this Jain monk can help the Hindus and
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the Sikhs in Punjab why can’t he help us resolve some of our
Hindu and Muslim disputes in other parts of the country?
That was the beginning of a rebirth of hope and faith.
Now let me tell you about the critical challenges we face
today in our global crusade of love and peace against terror-
ism and violence. We have two main enemies, ego and fear.
Through persuasion we have to change the hearts of men in
power all around the world. We must urge them to surrender
personal and collective egos for the sake of humanity. A
large ego can turn a big man into a midget. The unrest,
conflict and violence of thought, word and deed that we see
in the world today are the result of individual and collective
assertion of ego against reason, justice, freedom and human-
ity. Ego deprives us of vision and often leads us into racial,
communal and state terrorism. So, ego is the mother of
terrorism. The second big enemy we face all over the world
is fear. Those who kill are neither brave nor strong. They are
very weak and frightened. They kill because they fear being
killed. They hate because they suspect that others hate them.
They are intolerant in their thought and speech because they
nurse the suspicion that others are intolerant of them. They
are greedy because they are deprived of the spiritual richness
of generosity.

So, I submit, that in 1988, from here, the town of learning and
understanding, this famous city of Oxford, let us launch an
action program entitled FREEDOM FROM FEAR. Let
mankind’s hearts be free from fear, and many of our global
conflicts will disappear. It is well known that fear breeds
fear, and love breeds love. Let us use love and persuasion as
our instruments. Let us consolidate the spiritual forces
against material forces; compassion against prejudice and
hatred; patience against anger; humility against egotism; and
fearlessness against fear. Today when heads of state as
Reagan, Gorbachev and Rajiv Gandhi are talking of a world
free of nuclear weapons the signs are hopeful. But remember
poisoned hearts and minds are more dangerous than poison
gas. Let us rid human hearts of spiritual and intellectual
pollution and we shall certainly be on our way to a pollution-
free and ecologically balanced mankind. Let us try to change
the hearts of our so-called enemies and not to destroy them.
We must remember that while wars are born in the hearts and
minds of men, so are love and peace. This is our challenge.
GLOBAL FIVE-POINT PROGRAM

Taking advantage of the presence of the most respected
spiritual and parliamentary leaders of the world at this
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unique Oxford meeting, I would like to propose a five-point

program of global action for adoption and implementation in

every country of the world.

1. The successful nonviolent experiment carried out by us in
Punjab, India should provide an initiative for similar
programs all over the world. We must meet face to face
with those who are considered terrorists and extremists in
order to understand the turmoil in their hearts. Terrorism
and extremism born of feelings of injustice, prejudice and
deprivation can be eliminated nonviolently if we elimi-
nate the causes.

2. Letusinitiate a worldwide continuous campaign demand-
ing the ban of nuclear and non-nuclear lethal weapons.

3. Mankind must be made aware that armed threats and
actions have never maintained lasting peace. Nonvio-
lence and peaceful coexistence are the only hope for
human survival.

4. The campaign of love and peace should be strongly
supported by a campaign against drug abuse, child abuse
and the immature, irresponsible attitudes that have caused
the spread of AIDS, drug addiction and the general hope-
less, helpless despair suffered by many which are as
dangerous to mankind as the deadliest weapons.

5. Humanity must adopt an attitude of respect for life. When
this respect encompasses not only humans but all beings;
animal, vegetation and the very earth itself, an ecological
balance can be restored and peace will reign.

Let this program be adopted and implemented by you, the

great parliamentary and spiritual leaders of the world gath-

ered here at Oxford. Let this be our OXFORD DECLARA-

TION to show the world the path to true and complete peace,

love and nonviolence.

Peace will never
happen until we can
laugh at the stitches in
our maps where we
think we really split
the planet into parts....

— Joseph Pintauro
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GURUJT'S
FIVE-POINT
NON-VIOLENT
PUNJAB PLAN

NEW DELHI ON 9TH MAY, 1986

I'am grateful to you for having spared your time to come and
share with me my experiences of a “Listening Tour of
Punjab” which I have undertaken recently to the so-called
“terrorist belt” in the state including places like Ludhiana,
Amritsar, Jagraon and listened to all sections of opinion,
official, unofficial, Hindu, Sikh and even those who speak
for the so-called extremists. I am grateful to a group of
religious leaders and men and women of goodwill who had
the courage to accompany me during some of these listening
sessions which I considered my sacred duty and some of my
colleagues and followers have called it the “Shravan Yagya”
or sacred sacrifice of listening with patience, humility,
humanity and sympathy to all shades of opinion irrespective
of the fact that the opinions differed and sometimes were
directly opposed to that of one another.

I had gone to listen and not to speak and I am honour bound
not to disclose the names of

siderably in recent years.

We have drawn up a Five-Point Non-violent Punjab Plan.

The following are the five points.

1. To mobilise the initiative of the religious leaders of all
sects and men and women of goodwill to help bring
confidence and mental security to the people of Punjab
regardless of caste, creed and community.

2. To focus attention nationwide on the importance of put-

ting an end to the misuse of places of worship of all
communities for political and violent activities, through
peaceful persuasion and dialogue.

3. To ensure an environment of security and confidence to

make it possible for all those who have left their dears ones
and homes in Punjab because of fear of extremism and
terrorism to return home.

4. Tomobilise nationwide voluntary and official initiative to

help rehabilitate the victims of violence in Punjab, to help
them rebuild their homes and vocational premises regard-
less of the fact whether they belong to one community or
the other.

5. To mobilise people of goodwill and charity all over the

country to provide humanitarian help to the widows and
orphans, to adopt them as their own sisters and daughters and
sons to ensure a dignified and hopeful existence for them.

those and the opinions of

those who spoke to me in full
faith and confidence, but I
consider it my duty to share
with youand through you with
the people of Punjab and the
entire country the conclusions
and the programme which I
and some of my colleagues
have drawn for making our
own voluntary and non-offi-
cial contribution to help bring
the healing touch, peace and
confidence to the brave people
of Punjab who have made glo-
rious sacrifices for the unity
and integrity of the country in
the pastand have suffered con-

Acharya Ji with Darshan Singh Ragi and others in a meeting at the Golden Temple
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In order to focus attention on the five-point programme, I
have had a series of consultations with leaders in many walks
of life, leaders of religion, industrialists and commercial
leaders, common people with small means but big hearts,
academicians and elected members of legislatures cutting
across party and regional affiliations. I am glad to report to
you that the response has been extremely positive and
encouraging. 1 am grateful to all of them, on behalf of my
brothers and sisters of Punjab.

To further consolidate the follow-up programme on the
“Listening Tour of Punjab”, with the support of like-minded
brothers and sisters who have faith in non-violence, truth,
tolerance and humanity, we have organised a meeting of
leaders of all religions in New Delhi on May 11 where we
shall further consider the steps to mobilise multi-religious
initiatives for Punjab on the basis of the five-point programme.
Wehavealsoscheduled a “Sarbat Sant Samagam” at Ludhiana
on May 25 to launch the five-point programme as the
“Ahimsa Yagna” or the sacred sacrifice of non-violence. For
thatThave given a “Punjab Chalo” call to all those who would
like to participate in this sacred duty. It does not mean that
everyone from all parts of the county should simply flood
Punjab. [ want their hearts and minds to be there in the five-
point programme. Gandhi ji brought freedom to this country
through Ahimsa and Satyagraha in the face of the military
and police might of the British Empire. I have full faith that
Ahimsa and Satyagraha can bring peace and glory to Punjab.
Neta Ji Subhash Chandra Bose had given the call of “Delhi
Chalo” to free the country from foreign domination, our call
for :Punjab Chalo” is to bring freedom from new enemies of
the country like terrorism, extremism, violence and
destablisation. I have full faith that the non-violent are the
great majority of this country and also of Punjab. It is time for
the great majority to assert itself against small and misguided
violent minorities wherever they exist in this country whether
it is Punjab, Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Assam,
Bengal, Tamil Nadu or Kerala. When I say “Punjab Chalo”,
I mean “Ahimsa Ki Rah Par Chal” or follow the path of non-
violence and truth, the only path of the brave, the courageous
and men and women who believe in the sanctity and dignity
of all forms of life.

I shall be grateful for any support from you, my dear friends
in the media, in this cause which I think is a sacred duty for
all Indians.
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RAJIV GANDHI'S STATEMENT ON
ACHARYA SUSHIL
KUMARJI'S PEACE CALL

"Muni Sushil kumar has been active in Punjab for some time,
seeking a nonviolent solution to the problems there within
the framework of the Indian Constituition. We welcome his
recent statement. We have always sought to create an atmo-
sphere conducive to a constructive dialogue based on a spirit
of real understanding."”

The Sarbat Sant Samagam at Ludbhiana, Punjab.
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FEARLESSNESS
FOR PEACE

TALKS WITH (GURUJI)

COMPILED BY: RITANANDA DICARLO

There exists among all the people of the world a condition of
violence known as fear. Fear, according to many teachers of
the non-violent religious path, is the basis of all violence,
from fear of ourselves to fear of others. It is written in all
religious teachings, “Fear not”, We are instructed by all the
great teachers that fearlessness is the basis of all virtues—all
spiritual and moral values. In my opinion, the upliftment of
the universe is based in fearlessness, a condition which
hardly exists in these days of fear. In the Vedic philosophy,
we learn the truth of the fearlessness. The masters teach that
the perfected soul has no fears. If we perfect our selves and
send out nothing but positive vibration of self confidence,
trust in the power good over evil, health over disease, love
over hate, purity over impurity, peace over war, then these
vibrations will be gathered in the ether, and the Mind will
provide all good things. On other hand, if we cultivate
fearfulness, then we cultivate all negativity by filling the
ether with negative vibrations.

One may then ask, how can we go about cultivating the ideal
Utopian state of fearlessness, and being a practical person, I
am giving a practical answer. All of the masters of whom I
have asked this question have given the same reply, i.e.,
become detached, detached from all worldly desires and all
things of senses, and then you will achieve the ideal state.
Transcend even attachment to the thoughts of past and
future—focus on being, not been or becoming. Fix your
attention within and mediate. If you are able to sit in silence
in the thoughtless state, for one and a half or two hours, you
will realize Self. Not self, but Self. Do this daily. You will
know who you are and you will not wish to return. In that
state of unton with the one Mind, in the union with the God’s
consciousness, you will know all things necessary to place
yourselfon a place in which you will understand and become
a perfected soul. Total peace, bliss, happiness, love beauty,
health confidence, goodness empathy, wealth, freedom,
knowledge, wholeness,—perfection in harmonious exist-
ence with the law of the universe—will be yours as long as
you remain at one with the Supreme. As you remain in that
state, opportunities for you to help others to overcome their
limitations and their lower nature - - will manifest; opportu-
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nities to elevate yourself above the fearful, selfish, unknow-
ing state will arise, and you will become stabilized in the
positive vibration which will ultimately bring peace to the
world. Every word you speak, and every action you take,
along with every thought you think will become focused on
this and only this purpose. You will attract and become
attracted to only those souls whose purpose is your own—
that of World peace and total understanding in the state of
fearlessness. The one Mind will return your positive vibra-
tion one hundred fold and the Wise Lord of the Universe will
use you to accomplish his great and wonderful work for the
upliftment and greater good of the world. It is not necessary
to be concermned about details of how this wonderful and
magnanimous work could possibly be done; the way will be
showntoyou—" Asthe studentisready, the teacherarrives,”
in the words of other teachers of this path. Even the student
will be the teacher and the teacher will be the student in this
state of being, God will use all equally even without their
totally being aware of how they are being used at the time.
We can observe that most of the society is immersed in the
diluted state of fearfulness. This is what is both the cause and
the preventer of war in these troubled times. The desire to
hoard money for the protection of their offsprings in the case
of wealthy families is causing an imbalance in the monetary
systems of the worlds’ nations. This creates the unfortunate
existence of hunger and other forms of deprivation. It must
not be misunderstood. Wealthy people do not wish to create
or propagate suffering. Their thoughts are not going in this
direction and there are truly many who give much to relieve
this condition without anyone even knowing about their
generosity . . their thoughts are focused on fear of becoming
subjected to these conditions themselves, and fear that they
will cause this offspring to plummet into the depths of
depravity unless they hoard their money for the purpose of
protecting their families. They have not achieved the state of
mind which causes them to identify equally with the pain and
suffering of all people in such a way as to accept responsibil-
ity for the alleviation of these conditions in the same way as
they would want to alleviate the pain and suffering of their
own children. In other words, they have not achieved the
realization of oneness with the Supreme, the father of all —
The Mother of all.

So it is the responsibility of those who have become one with
the Supreme to bring this condition to the rest of the world
in order to alleviate all of the problems caused by the
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presence of fearfulness. The fearless person who gives to
poor and deprived peoples of the world will see his wealth
returned a hundred fold, according to the divine law. “As you
sow so shall you reap” say the words of Jesus Christ. It is the
law of karma Christianized, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, an ‘old testament teaching’ was probably meant to
express Karmic law as well but was distorted by those
wishing to avenge wrong-doing themselves. There is some
confusion as well about the teaching that all are born into a
high or low place in a society according to the actions of their
other previous lives. Just because you are born into a particu-
lar place in a society does not mean you must remain there
and die of hunger or live in total luxury oblivious to the needs
of others who are less fortunate than you. We are all here to
learn lessons as well, and it may be that we need to learn how
to work our way out of deprivation or how to value life and
respect of others for helping the needy, over and above our
value for material belongings such as money or other attach-
ments. The rich can truly become richer while the poor
become richer as well under this system. Thus we have a
practical answer on how to cultivate the state of fearlessness.
When there is no fear of death through starvation or other
means, when there is no fear that others will try to take what
you have—when all peoples needs are equally considered by
the Worlds Nations, there will be Heaven on Earth—or as it
is colloquially named, Seventh Heaven—when all will live
in the seventh chakra in the Sahasrara abode of Samadhi—
bliss, Godliness —Om. Amen. Sum. These are the teachings
of Lord Mahavira as handed down by his disciples from
generation to generation, to propagate the great religion of
non-violence. According to this faith, the Jain religion, all
living things come under the category of, have the quality of
Soul. For this reason the Jain has a very real and deep seated
respect forall forms of life. The Jain is not distracted by such
things as skin color or nationality. The Jain reveres all
animals as he reveres his own human life. As far as possible,
even the insects of the earth are revered by the Jain. In the
mind of Jain, the only this which separates them from any
other being is violence and will dedicate his whole life to the
work of uplifting the consciousness of mankind to the
elimination of all negativity in thought, word and deed, and
thisis according to the teachings ofits revered Lord Mahavira.
Andso it is the work of the Muni to do this great and difficult
task of bringing to the world the non-violent teachings of his
master.
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TO GURUJT

by Karin “Karuna” O’Bannon

i never knew
i prayed for a guru
God gave me you
i never knew
i sought to know God
i looked to you

you looked at me
and you knew
in your knowledge
in your wisdom
you knew

you sent me away
you never taught me
you only promised
you were my guru
i never knew

you embraced me
to abandon me
you accepted me
to leave me

i never knew
what i needed
you couldn’t give me
only my own soul’s knowing

could fulfill my hears’s desire

i had to learn from my heart’s desire

i sought the sun
i sought the rain

i became the wind
the bird
the flower
i asked your advice
you said “tea is nice”

you know if you taught me
you would distract me
limit me
distance me
take me from the God within me
i never knew

you are my guru
i had the answer
i am the way
you refused to teach me
so i could reach me

the God within

dearest guruji i thank you
i am my own guru
i am my own God
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NON-VIOLENCE IN
THE MODERN WORLD

ADDRESS OF:
HIS HOLINESS
ACHARYA SUSHIL
KUMAR JT MAHARA]

AT THE PARLIAMENT
OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS
IN CHICAGO ON
SEPTEMBER 3, 1993

The Parliament of the World’s Religions meeting in Chicago
is a unique event of the 20th century. Never before has such
a large and representative gathering of religious and spiritual
leaders assembled to carry forward the 1893 vision of inter-
faith cooperation and harmony for promoting the welfare of
humanity, survival of the universe and safeguarding the
future of Mother Earth.

It is both a challenge as well as an opportunity for us to
collectively go to the root of the crisis confronting humanity.
It is a crisis arising not so much on account of material
progress — which in itself symbolizes the miracle of human
achievement. It is the simultaneous disappearance of spiri-
tual content in our lives that has created a void - a vacuum -
a gap which has brought about so much despair and disillu-
sionment.

Exactly one hundred years ago speaking at the first Parlia-
ment of World’s Religions, Swami Vivekananda had ob-
served “Sectarianism, bigotry and its horrible descendent
fanaticism have long possessed this beautiful earth. They
have filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and
often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent
whole nations to despair.”

In one hundred years since Vivekananda spoke here in
Chicago, the situation has worsened. Violence has become a
way of life causing widespread destruction, bloodshed and
suffering.

At the root of the disappearance of spiritual fervor is the faith
in the power of Non-Violence. We have tried to solve our
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problems of mutual hatred, greed, exploitation and oppres-
sion through two world wars and any number of regional and
national conflicts. Violence has been used to reply to vio-
lence. An entirely negative culture has developed which has
adversely affected our values of life, our ethics, and the very
integrity of the purpose of human life.
Progress of science in this century has been phenomenal. But
human beings have abused science to produce destructive
weapons, nuclear bombs, and a vast arsenal of instruments of
mass destruction. What a tremendous waste of resources
which could have been better used for education, health and
removal of poverty. At this historic conference, let us there-
fore not merely discuss but decide with a spirit of conviction
and commitment the following:

1. Non-Violence should be put on the highest pedestal of
human values, conduct, thought and behavior. As Jain
philosophy says it should be restored to its position of
“Supreme Religion” — “Ahimsa Parmo Dharma”.
Non-Violence has to be all comprehensive, covering all
our thoughts, deeds and expressions. That culture alone
will help us to fight the poison of hatred, mistrust, suspi-
cion and hostility that has vitiated the very purpose of
human existence.

As a first step, let the preamble of the United Nations be
revised to include a reference to promote Non-Violence in
all sectors of human affairs including inter-state dealings.
Secondly, let us establish the World Fellowship of Reli-
gions which will play a corrective role to guide Govern-
ment, society and individual on the path of a judicious mix
of spirituality and materialism.

Thirdly let us establish here an International Brigade of
religious and spiritual leaders who will take the lead as
social reformers and guides instead of confining them-
selves within the precincts of temples, churches, mosques
and other places of worship. They should become social
workers at the grass roots level.

2. Non-Violence is not only for relations among human
beings. It must be for restoring natural harmony and
balance between humans, elements of nature and all other
living creatures. Jain religion’s motto of “Live and let
live” and “Paras Par Upgraha Jivanam” can inspire hu-
manity in this direction. The United Nations Earth Sum-
mit held in Brazil last year highlighted the gravity of the
environmental crisis which had brought the universe to
the brink of disaster. The disturbance and upsetting of
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thenature’s harmonious balance with all living creatures
has come about due to human beings violent and abusive
exploitation of nature’s resources for destructive pur-
poses. Nature’s balance must be restored so that all forms
of'life can survive on the basis of mutually supportive and
interdependent interaction and coexistence.
It has now been scientifically established that by mis-
guided exploitation of nature’s resources, human beings
have endangered their own life quality, welfare and pros-
perity. The cult of violence and the instinct of trying to
combat violence by greater violence is a self defeating
culture which has eroded the very fundamentals of the
civilization which human beings built up through hard
work, ingenuity and creative instinct.
Therefore in the world of today Non-Violence is the sure and
only durable answer to the crisis situation manifesting itself
in every sphere of life.
Lord Mahavir introduced Non-Violence as a supreme reli-
gion. Mahatma Gandbhi used it for political struggle. Now we
must use it for saving the world from ecological crisis.
Non-Violence is incomplete without giving up greed, while
non-attachment and non-possessiveness are important sup-
porting factors.
We are now going to set up in New York an international
University of Non-Violence. This is an important step for-
ward in educating the world opinion in favor of Non-
Violence. This would enhance worldwide awareness about
the need for curbing violence and encouraging Non-Violent
behavior in day to day life.
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Acharya Ji with Dr. Daniel Gomez and Bawa Jain
at the Parliament.

All negatives can be destroyed by love
lllness in the result of hate
Fifteen minutes spent in anger will
produce toxins which will last 6 months in
the body
But love produces nectar
Realize the ocean of love within.

Guruji

The dawn of non-violence shall usher in
an era of peaceful co-exisience,
where the oneness of all religions
becomes the foundation stone
of the oneness of humanity.

—H.H. Acharya Sushil
Kumar Ji Maharaj
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GURUJI'S MISSION AT
SIDDHACHALAM TO
CONTINUE

Upon learning of the sudden demise of Acharya Sushil
Kumarji Maharaj (Guruji) on April 22 in New Delhi, India,
anemergency meeting of the Board of Trustees was calledon
April 30 at Siddhachalam. The meeting was attended by 18
ofthe 21 Trustees. After a brief condolence prayer under the
spiritual guidance of Guruji, it was unanimously decided to
continue the mission of Siddhachalam (IMJM) as laid down
by Guruji. Mr. Arun Kothari of New Jersey, the current
President and Vice Chairman of IMJM, shall be responsible
for overseeing the operations of the IMIM.

It was further resolved that all regular activities of Sid-
dhachalam such as the summer youth camp, promotion of
non-violence, participation at the U.N., the spreading of the
Jain philosophy at academic institutions, celebration of
major Jain festivals, inviting visiting Jain scholars, will
continue.

The Board also discussed various capital projects, previ-
ously initated by Guruji. These projects include road im-
provement, water tower replacement and the winterization
of the cabins. Further, the Board conceptually approved the
establishment of the Acharya Sushil Kumarji Maharaj Me-
morial Fund to provide resources for the furtherance of his
mission. The Trustees also emphasized the need to strengthen
communication with the Jain community in North America
and Abroad. A regular news letter will be initiated to inform
the Jain Community of upcoming events at Siddhachalam.

* For further information regarding activities at Siddhacha-
lam, please contact Shanti Jain Smith or Bawa Jain.

“All things are interconnected. ..
Whatever befalls the earth befalls the
people of earth.

Man did not weave the web of life:

he is merely a strand in it.

Whatever he does to the web, he does to
himself.” '
Chief Searttle
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Guruji on Siddhachalam:

“There is a very powerful vibration here.
Ultimately, the situation at Siddbhachalam
will be thar when anyone comes here he
will get enlightenment.

I will do some work perfectly;

I Enow what the result will be.

“Whether the Guru sits here or not,
whether anyone gives suggestion or not,
kundalini will awaken. This will be the
situation, and I will do this in my lifetime
and yours.

“I saw one dream when I was a child
where I was constructing a beautiful
temple - a beautiful place on a small hill.
I saw this when I was 15 years old. Roop
Chandji Maharaj* appeared to me at that
time. I was sitting on a river bank.

“You can accomplish anything here. You
can meditate and you will get success. You
can do business and you will get success.
And you can play. The time is coming.

“But this place wants sacrifice. The land
has already taken the sacrifice of so many
people. Long ago it was a battlefield.
Much blood was shed.

“In the past, people fought among
themselves. But now we will fight with
inner enemies as Lord Mahavir did. We
must sacrifice our comforts, devote our

time and work hard.”

12/7183
*Roop Chandji Maharaj was a great yogi and

enlightened master in the family of monks to which
Guruji belongs. He left his body 100 years ago.
Maharaj is Guruji’s spiritual Guru.

June 1994  Jain Digest



Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Inside the Temple at Siddhachalam

International Mahavir Jain Mission

Memorial Service on May 1, 1994 at Siddhachalam The Temple at Siddhachalam
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HISTORICAL APPEAL
OF 1978 PRESENTED
TO GURUJI

The following is a reprint of the historical appeal to the Jain
Samaj signed by all heads of the four sects of Jains in India
in 1974. The reprint was presented to Guruji at the October
puja program at Siddhachalam by Mr. Turakhia Bhailal.
Guruji praised Mr. Bhailal for what he termed the revolu-
tionary action “in those days™ which consumed time and
money for long tours in India.

Appeal to Jain Samaj (English translation of
original Hindi version).

I was able to contact our Jain brethren and visit Jain centers
during my recent tour of the United States and Canada, and
could gather that Jainism has been propagated on a limited
scale though wide scope exists for propaganda on a larger
scale. It is important to depute a Jain “Dharmacharya” to
these countries to refresh the knowledge of Jainism among
the Jains and to induce others to understand the principles of
our religion.

The 2500th Nirvan Anniversary of Lord Mahavir appears to
be the most opportune time for undertaking this noble task.
I propose that Pujya Muni Acharya Sushil Kumarji Maharaj,
who is widely known in India and abroad and who is
recognized as an authority all over, may be approached and
inspired for this noble task. His tour abroad will open further
avenues to introduce and propagate the principles of Jainism

and Jain Darshan.
We, the Jains belonging to different sects, may not only
wholeheartedly give our consent for Maharaji’s foreign tour
but also extend him full cooperation in fulfillment of this
noble, constructive, religious project.

Jai Jinendra
Date: 30 November 1974 - Bhailal Turakhia
We endorse the above appeal and give our recognition to the

project mentioned therein:
SHRI SAHU SHANTIPRASADJI JAIN...PRESIDENT, AKHIL BHARATIYA

DIGAMBAR MAHASABHA AND WORKING PRESIDENT, BHAGWAN
MAHAVIR 2500TH NIRVAN MAHASAMITI; SHRI SHREYAS PRASADIJI
JAIN, PRESIDENT, MAHAVIR KALYAN KENDRA...VICE PRESIDENT,
BHAGWAN MAHAVIR 2500TH RASHTRIYA SAMITI, BOMBAY;
PADMASHRI ANANDRAJJI SURANA ... GENERAL SECRETARY, SHRI
SHVETAMBAR STHANAKWASI JAIN CONFERENCE (ALL-INDIA); SHRI
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SHADILAJI JAIN . . . PRESIDENT, BHARAT JAIN MAHAMANDAL, EX-
SHERIFF, BOMBAY; PADMASHR]I KHELSHANKAR DURLABHII . . .
PRESIDENT, VIRAYATAN RAIJGIR, RAJASTHAN CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE; SHRIMANNALAJISURANA...PRESIDENT, TERAPANTHI SANGH,
JAIPUR; SHRI SARDARMALIJI CHORADIA . .. GENERAL SECRETARY,
SRIVARDHAMAN STHANAKWASI JAIN SANGH JAIPUR; SHRIMULK
RAIIL JAIN . . . PRESIDENT, MUNI PRAVAS SAMITI, S. DELHI; SHRI
HEMCHANDIJI JAIN (EX. MLA)...CHAIRMAN, DELHI LAGHU UDYOG
MFG. ASSN; SHRI ONKARLAL BOHRA (EX. M.P.)...EDITOR, “VISHAL
RAJASTHAN”, CALCUTTA; SMT. OM PRABHA JAIN (EX FINANCE MIN-
ISTER, HARYANA) . . . GENERAL SECRETARY, VISHWA DHARMA
SANGAM, WORKING PRESIDENT, BHAGWAN MAHAVIR NIRVAN
CENTENARY, DELHI; SHRI BANARASI DAS OSWAL. RESIDENT, DELHI
STANAKWASI JAIN MAHASANGH, DELHI; SHRI SUMATPRASAD JAIN
.. .FOUNDER MEMBER, SABZI MANDI JAIN SANGH, DELHI; SHRI C.B.
GOYAL...SECRETARY, AKHIL BHARATIYA SHVETAMABR JAIN CON-
FERENCE, DELHI; SHRI SATISHKUMAR JAIN .. . GENERAL SECRE-
TARY,AHIMSAINTERNATIONAL; SHRIKAKA KALELKAR...DIRECTOR,
SANNDIHI RAJGHAT, DELHI; SHRI FAKIRCHANDIJI MEHTA . .. WORK-
INGPRESIDENT, BHARATJAIN MAHAMANDAL, M.P. BRANCH, INDORE;
SHRI DHAKAD SHANTILALIJI . . . PRESIDENT JAIN YUVAK SANGH,
INDORE; SHRICHANDRA BHAN ROOP CHAND DAKALIAJI.. PRESIDENT,
MAHARASHTRA STHANAKVASI SANGH; SHRI S. C. BAFNA . .. VICE
PRESIDENT, MAHARASHTRA STHANAKVASI SANGH; SHRI C. B.
KATARIA ... SECRETARY, MAHARASHTRA STANAKVASI SANGH.

Of the ideal community, Guruji has said, “In
todays world man is experimenting with
various social and political systems. One

system grants equality (material) but takes
away freedom. Another grants freedom but
takes away equality. The Aribant system
grants both freedom and equality in the
material sense and the highest spiritual sense.
The followers of the Arihantas work selflessly
without profit in mind. They consider
themselves only as trustees of wealth, to
protect and distribute it to aid others in a
true sense of brotherhood. My dream is to see
our ashram community develop into such a
society on non-violence and non-attachment,
always keeping in mind our duty to
mankind.”
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GURUJI'S MESSAGE OF

NON-VIOLENCE:

THE ONLY REMEDY FOR PEACE

I am deeply touched by the gracious presence of all of you at
today's function. Blessings to you all. Be not only good
individuals, but better world citizens.

The United Nations symbolizes the oneness of the world.
The International Mahavir Jain Mission is proud to be a part
of the UN System as an affiliated N.G.O. The principles and
purposes of the UN Charter are in consonance with the
principles of Jain religion. Jain philosophy has a valuable
contribution to make at this time in human history when
broader perspectives are developing in regard to peace.
International thinking is becoming increasingly global. For
peace to be universal and durable, firm foundations in the
culture and practice of non-violence must exist. Non-vio-
lence, which is the basic tenet of Jain philosophy, has not
been compromised by Jains in their more than 5,000 years of
existence.

Iam Jain monk and I have completed 50 years of monkhood.
Much of my early years were spent in deep meditation amidst
serene forests. The enlightenment which I have received
inspired me to remain detached from life, but not to become
totally unattached. I decided to expand the traditional con-
fines and rigid patterns of monkhood to accept the challenges
of living amongst the people of the world. This I choose to
be able to help more directly and purposefully. So here I am
before you as a dedicated servant of the people, a messenger
of non-violence, a torch bearer of truth, love and compas-
sion.

Prayer inside a temple, church or mosque purifies our soul,
but we owe it to ourselves to make our society more humani-
tarian, compassionate, and truly non-violent.

As humans, we are the most powerful living creatures on the
earth: A monk should practice before preaching. A follower
should learn and practice the noble tenets which will help
him to utilize his life doing noble deeds benefiting others.
One's own happiness depends on others happiness. If others
are suffering and are in pain, you can not remain aloof from
their misery.

Recent years of my life have been fascinating as I have
accepted the challenge and utilized the opportunities to do
things which might otherwise be considered unconventional
or even unimaginable for a Jain monk. But I would consider
the mission of my life as fulfilled if my travel to far flung
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regions of the world, and close contacts with spiritual leaders
of different faiths, helps me to globalize the impact of Jain
philosophy. This is because Jain religion is not a religion of
a small sect or society. It is truly a universal religion with its
emphasis on non-violence (Ahimsa), non-possession
(Aparigrah), and relativity in thinking (Anekantvad).

The Earth Summit has brought the realization that all of us
in the world have to survive or sink together. The challenges
of today and tomorrow for a safer, cleaner and healthier
environment can be met only through non-violence

The World Movement of Non-Violence for Peace and Envi-
ronment is a collective task. I have taken the first step. Now
all of us have to take further steps together.

My friend, Dr. Robert Muller is the former Assistant Secre-
tary of the UN and presently the Chancellor of the UN
University for Peace in Costa Rica. I am delighted that he has
agreed to be the co-founder of this great and noble move-
ment. In him, we have a person dedicated to the UN and to
World Peace, a person both spiritual as well as practical, and
a man of vast experience and maturity. When I recently
visited him in Costa Rica along with Dr. N.P. Jain, he
responded so readily and enthusiastically to the idea of the
new International University for Non-Violence in New York,
coming up as a sister institution of the UN University for
Peace in Costa Rica.

I do hope you and your organizations join us to help the
movement acquire early momentum. We would welcome
individuals and institutions to become members of the Move-
ment of Non-Violence as a starting point. We would also
welcome your valuable advice and suggestions as well as
your active support. I thank you once more for being with us
today. I have no fascination with celebrating a birthday, but
I agreed to the pressing appeal of my followers because I
wanted to convert it into the birthday of the Movement of
Non-Violence for Peace and Environment in the United
States.

Dr. Robert Muller, Dr. Farouk, Maw Lawi and Guruji
at the Celebration of Non-Violence, June 25, 1992
at the Church Center for the United Nations.
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I'M NOT HERE
Don't Stand by my grave and weep

For I'm not there, I do not sleep
[ am a thousand winds that blow
[ am the diamonds glint on snow
[ am the sunlight on ripened grain

[ am the gentle autumn's rain

When you awaken in morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circle flight
[ am the soft stars that shine at night
Do not stand at my grave and cry

I am not there, I did not die.
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The Urn placed in the room of Guruji
for Darshan
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“...L announce that Shri Sushil Muni is
Acharya of the Arbat Sangh. He will
guide, direct and perform all spiritual and
religious functions of the Arbat Sangh. He
is fully authorized ro perform all deeds. .. He
will establish the necessary code of conduct
to meet the needs of the Arhat Sangh, for
the purpose of spreading the teachings of
the Aribantas in the West. May bis
organization get continuous success...”
Swetambar Sthanakvasi Jain Scholar H.H.
Upadhyaya Kavishri Amar Muniji Maharaj
(Veeraytan, Rajgir)

“...You have devoted your whole life for
society, so that the people can realize the
reality of the Jain “shashan” and the
Aribant. You have done memorable work
by establishing Siddbachalam in America.
It is like a great lighthouse. I am sending
you this ‘chadar” of Acharya. May your
work grow even more successfully in
America. I send these blessings...”
Swetambar Jain Monk
H.H. Acharya Yashodev Suriji Maharaj
(Palitana)

“...You are truely spreading the message of
non-violence in India and abroad. You
are distributing the light of your
knowledge throughout the world. I am
giving you the most respectable title of
Acharya. Through your leadership, all
people will be spiritually
and morally inspired.
I am bestowing this “chadar”
of Acharya to you...”

Swetambar Jain Monk H.H. Acharya Jin
Udaya Sagar Suriji Maharaj

“...] wish you long life. You have done
great service for the Aribant tradition and
the whole of mankind. I am sending one
‘chadar” (sheet) of Acharya to you, who

are most deserving of this...”

.1 am happy to know that the scholars of
Jainism are honoring you (as Acharya).
You have done wonderful work in
travelling for world friendship and the
Ahimsa tradition. You are deserving of this
The late Digamber Jain Monk H.H. Acharya honor. I pray to Lord Mahavir that you get

Deshbhushanji Maharaj success in your cause. ..~

(Acharyaji was the oldest Jain monk Swetambar Jain Monk H.H. Acharya Padmasagar
before his passing at the age of 96 years.)

(Bombay)
(M.P.)
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April 22, 1994
THAT FATEFUL DAY

The dawn of April 22, 1994 was to be the last one in the physical realm
of the life of H.H. Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj - our beloved Guruji.
It also marked his last ‘Mahavir Jayanti’ in their life.

He attended to his daily routine and public appearances not giving any
indication of what was to come.

On that fateful day he even went to the house and blessed some of his
devotees prior to a public speaking engagement. Enroute his return, he
visited a acupuncture doctor who had been attending for the last few
months.

This day was hot and humid and upon returning to his Ashram in Defense
Colony he partook of his food with his fellow monks and devotees in what
was to be his last meal. He complained of some uneasiness, but put it off
as some gastric problems. He satinhis office meeting visitors and sipping
from a cup of coffee. At about 3:00pm he proceeded to his private
chambers and indulged in an unusual shower - as if to ready himself for
a tryst with destiny.

Thereafter he went in to his bedroom and asked that he be left alone. As
was symbolic of his life, he proceeded to a meeting with the ultimate
reality. He sat down on his bed in the Padmasan-Lotus position and
started repeating Mantras. A little while later he breathed in very deep
and breathed out very deep - on the third exhalation, he slowly started
bending forward, and by the time he had fully exhaled, his head was in
his pillow and he had long embarked upon his new journey into the astral
beings.

He departed with the same unassuming manner which was characteristic
of his entire life. s

All of Humanity and nature bowed their heads in respect to their Messiah
of Peace and Non Violence.
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THE LAST JOURNEY

The mortal remains of Param Pujya Guruji was consigned to flames in the
evening of April 25, 1994 at about 5:30pm. Amidst choked emotions,
tears and utterances of Sanskrit-Shlokas, the mud mounted, specially
erected pyre was engulfed by flames whilest millions of devotees paid
their last respects to the their beloved Guruji.

Earlier in the day a procession embarked upon its last journey with the
mortal remains of Guruji from the Asharam in New Delhi.

The motorcade meandered through the narrow lanes of the walled city of
Delhi as a sea of humanity gathered to pay their last respects. The city
came to a halt as did the millions of followers around the world.

The last rites were performed in the Ashram in Defence Colony New
Delhi as his body was placed on a specially erected mount. An ornate
metal and silken canopy was kept at one side of the wooden pyre. The top
rung of the pyre was adorned with sandalwood while hundreds of wreaths

were kept beside the mud rostrum.

O Setting Sun
As in thy red rays
thou dost set today

so in his
eternal grace
Gurujis Day is set.
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Guru Brother Subbag Muni Ji, Acharya Ji and Guru Chottelal Ji

Acharya Ji's Mother Bharati Deviji and Father Sunebra Singh Ji
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PIAPTT ST d AT GAISHATT S
Y e o e

- SH T A - HGN fHg

- & ST g fem yad AW - 47 e Hm

- 9 Tafd - w ST R%g

- S ' - g gT ( gYne e ) gieneT

- o - o g fHe

- HTAT - AT ML &ar

- g TN - Y 'R38

- TE - AT K IS ST HgTOST

- FHOT ETRIT - 20 JATF T RYR

- QT TS - STGT ((USTe )

- guE faSw AT - 9 T R0y

- TR Ug Ut giafsed - sTds gco

&G ATUEAT
- I O T gfagmy
- gOg WIEE WaT ot ElaeT |
- O T FiE
- T godeTy
- WTETT HgET
- [ETETT TofT
- otfgwT sty
- 9= ud ¥ guefoer @
- =TT
- 37 ugla ¥ &ifsw a vorr
- O fosTT & A1geet e
- ot T
- U7 At faEe
- §9 IHT UT S-S Teap
- g o 9= S sufFae ot Sfaar
- §IT 3§
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UA-UTAPTIT BT TATGAT AT § G

HTT YHAUT

FA 2’40 § HATHAT T YUTHRT P PN, U, F198, Ppowdl, TTEA, Ted-
ga, It gaw, fgTy, sre, mgTise gftamen, Rurae anfe gredt # ST v
ST NS T USATAT FT I TiFadl 1 T gray fava sy a1 gew
el

TEATIT b1 ©Mu=T

_zmm' -Bwa-

- gy Tt T wihly

- S 9T uiiger gt
- Ry ot ¥

- AT S BII-SA,

- RIS a8 7 P
- ey frater

- aegTione [Ty HeS

- Yo arfgar go)

- TCEIAS BgEIT S e
- ged T e

- TTEANTS Agq T T
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F~aUSS  fava ud g eT #T e

F /48 §9F ¥ ¥ O §EoT BT AU AT Sereid Susieadr |
Tg P gEA HAT AT AN ST W g7 WHOT 3T IquTeT 1 18wl et gnw
 fagr=dt @1 gitrure | st gfa, Wy sftac, @, sifear ot 9w

T 2’4y i Rg-R9-j¢ Aamt ¥ It ¥ armoitfvg 5 v it g
I gftss Teriiast 3t end=aret & v fSam

ga fava ud gdfieoq

T 1957 & 17-18-19 Fowall &1 gow favar vt wliew feesft ¥ wu= gatr) =
1954 ¥ wa v ¥io= & ®O § TUT T Oter gestaa gitaa &Y T et
P oW »r fawd ¥ guiig e ST

§H GHST P FEUAT 1. FaUeS! TGS, 7 $T 3 IgGUET gud wguta
3T T gHTe 7 fpar gew srfafyr & g & guw guEnsT ufsa saet

ATE ST e 47 oregs PO ATV AT 9 U F gRrfafrst T wnr fumy

300 ¥ FATST T & ST S ¥ guH unr fETT) v & gfee &

g TYaUS ST UT|

fgdar fow wif giie=

R @l /g0 FoHAT T NG 30 THoT ¥ Wit wnf gfafafadt 3
TSHAT 3T 30 39t & giaf~Tar sufeaa &)
RE-RV-RC FE kg% TGet ¥ gu v wlieT & 3¢ a9t & yfafriesr -
T 3uftya gt aru Tt gega fopdr | gum=mAT it ST Sgigl weT TEHET
AT TS ST T=GT T 3 ToAaret i i af Jantt ¥ o s
Haw &) am=a-ATie & 3eamT S Seanor qur fava wis @t eneET &g e
g=At o1 fHreuor feam)

aqd fow ud gie
8-4-g BE T 2Rwo {&esl § rifsa g6 §ife= &1 IqEreT ST

F gihg stg finy ooi§ T STt & frar Iugue o= oft s s 3
AT Y1 38 quit & giafafr gw wieT ¥ wimfsa goi
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uieEt fava el e

Tt Q98 faeT ¥ gU g9 wieT &Y go It & gfaffust & wwifua
o)

FoT fava ud giisT

FAET <R f&eoT ¥ wruw gu g wleT ¥ 83 QUi & giatrfeara v f5ar)
v st @1 aET w_W gT-gT a TgamET

T Fiauy B

- ¥ @ J10 Ul 9o a1 Bledl @ fawg arheEn |

- arfeEer auTs g el siiaat & ongey ¥ wgwi |

- oo ¥ wria-wnoAT & 53 gge aur ngeaygel yiret

- @ ST 2R¢E BT U W BT AT ¥ SIS qUAAT HUA UT
ST HAQTS BT S0 |

- ST ¥ afies ot fugfodt & foaa @t gaerm™ @1 gamw |

- gEt-aitse faag #1 g5 o3 ¥ gmg |

- Sp-peaer & T ftee gorsr =T ot AW §9 )

- ReR Ut (AR ¥ fava & miqatfeat gro smotwa fawes

g T (gl st ey ae sufeadi 3w f&on &1 Ags dgaa
TSE 6 gTT G0 TS &1 1T § gagar !

- TS PUCT SRS ATH U wefew (I vA. ST § gEHhT yTea)
frvaoni=a &' wnuAT & fov A% ugla § v s Mt g€ SweT
AT 3T § TSRl &7 U Pty gy a=mg 78| 59 ginfa &7
frawer e St gehe gy St sgTos &t AT Tom) §W gl @
WIS §Yad USE 69 BT 1 § fpur war) 3@ gurig § fava & 300
gatear A4r uftua &)
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grﬁttmaﬁrmﬂmﬁm

- ATET S & WgUSWt § guifad g1t RTHAT # SN AraT & gty ¥

sl gite=t gro g Briig ugell & av @ §eT & 50 88 o @7

Tope T |

- PO P UT T @Y TY-§S gUT FT FFIA |

- AU, Hed-YQ¥, &%, 3og, HIsg §lei gra e fator fafy 3o

ST PT ATETY d& PE § Gohasar |

- TN SE= & U= Fadl Ut fGest & gesarEt & < e o
YIS HTTGH |

- T RR&& H TIRHOT quT T, dadT & fOU Them ArGeA T g Tt

TS 7 20 I1@r ST witwfed )

- MIPIETT U e TIRsHT T ATHST 1T B g0 & IaUisEiar WiepieTy

ST BT AGH |

- B 2ROy X TH{ST A ®e ¥ WTa T A § v Mgt g e o1

gfafriecer | ofer o1figer et & e gro v & fafu=r &9t § srfgar

PT ATAT PT GHIT | §H YT AR U7 o WA qaT Aens=T o ngerget

IETT |

Piauy ggE H1a

- ATERY AT ETT WA {RuR H, et 99 wEe ¥ ggw ftreer

- YTOT §Y & IUgIde® UG BT UTITT §HT aP ag |

- TR aTH S w9 & griger Rpmm &t geree

- YTET AgiEIT &1 [uoo ar gftf=ator wawest gitfa &1 Aga

- o ot FEpia & Wew ¥ smoniwa sraiséi gt ¥ gl
- st & favataaeor (=gordl, FHadIee g, Siowiaa,
TraTegEy, YfaeataT, anfy) ¥ sreomATa @ auT gieEl et S
ud & fagra sda o, soe, oman-faer, ottt R, tr-frer ot
areTTeR aftfe @t wiera givnor )

- T 299 F Uig o § afew faEr (0w o O ot Rvamt &
Iurt ot e famet
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AT fafg 9= 9

AT AY B ST P POT-HUT ¥ HIIAT &1 AT gegpied &) F7 719 Ft

fassfaeTd duell, g & gat a9 § o voh, @ few) W E w e

queT ¥ S arfaes, ses, AST | @ uve v ¥ fraat faest & s

AFraaer ohe (@@ wfgy & gso unr ¥ frug srrafsar st s @1 sds

AT ST ST WIIAT ST WY § A anit ¢ mglsr fud qigrardt ot arae e,

SET TEMAT 1§ T PO WIIAT &t | FAaad: st o St oga g pam, Iuy
forvar speaor g viebt & gad v ¥ faafte feur)

AU €T aT 39 ¥H &T YT

RY I T 9y FT Tagwr-umAT #T FrivaesTy wEtaw Paw IoT WY
S=AUEHT T UT NI mgIan & Row gawt #f vy & ew usgl ¥ suue
T ¥ gamia fFam)

od o, eafr-faem, Aaer-faae, smoma-fagmE, o,

-, v ' & gra A S strenTiones AT @ gAun e
foawr-aratAt & areumt § € FATeT B stmaugia fava-fammes &t wemo=ET gy
gT, TS, got, uTes, Sfewmm ol Sut ¥ o gew e ottt e
FTETHT BT TITIAT |

7 29 ¥ STEt #T g a1 ¥Rt 97 &1, " g Jaen At ard A
ST FATOAT ST SATT-|ISAT S 310 W 3737 ggfa & snweds=e gig )

F=AUGT I HTH

"o fove & ST w=ad, 9QTEAT, AN UhAT & gH ¥ AEgG P,
HRGGIEITAT ST 3T €116, OF o9 U 9 S HT ST, §6 §eaT 37 gge
HTd g1 I gIT Py 0 §ATT AT & FE, WAH FST & AJUH IGTET,
HTfgesr o1 goiA 3T quad i wfed @t B, srfigar & foir et wiea @
ST, ¥ 1 avd 97 FE & geT I g )

Page 44 June 1994 Jain Digest



Jain Digest

gy =qURIT I H10w

HT ATIIAT T Q<R AUTDT (=ga™p) H gt Ui FrEgw &1 forga
TOTET AT ST | =AU FTIT P sd gU IO JURP § F4T AN 0T a5
uger e &1 w9 R0¢3 & Thamt ¥ sega B, fghw e otREwreT w1 eeen
FEll ot o, g e orfudw 9 2e<g ==t fagreon o, agd 9=
FITH & guw Jop R<v feman faesst 8, fadiar sow o e A S |
TUA g9 |

fory arfgar o
fore orfgaT da @ or=aria &1 w9 ¥ offdwT v (e g¥io giv o
feww AT frua arfgar e @memt gote giv o) ol fogm feaa (
FTaTd Wi S ote) ¥ AREr-srg i oft yrETT AgTai gepd it &
®IUAT $T 1 gD dlq AFlgHT A ates few-ah, srigwr srafee fraea
ez T arfgar & sggEtT TSART B G S @ v Wi @ usarE
feeat @& fafirsr wmit § & ot & 9 & oftT &1 ondt Fmiomei= &)

§CENAS HgTa W= Ha=

AU mETEat = e @ o=atia Agre (Ima) ¥ feaa ored goe gt S
e g, (flge) ¥ Teum -or=m goiies o= ot |, sfeswifar ¥ orrens
goiies dfgew A=aU @eadiee & = ATgew f=ev ~gwidl (amiften ¥ frua
fograen A aTie &t 'u=AT & |

HQTH] 3ATIH
YTd & OgTH AT § orard gee it S fremew asit-anemw § geEE
T § g § o wuSg St 9. @5t warier ot &Y wmoET 8 99T 2

T, gTEAT I v & g 90 W@ & |
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Tagr=en

==Ht (st frua fagrasy oo Roc wps ¥ @ gatT fonga wEs 2|
gepfer &Y ot gouT 9Ig ofit gfeTi= gidT &1 g SIe-98 AH-Tg &
AT F Up geal 1S E 1 gEN U @ler Al ofit P §w g S get g,
I 7 g7 Yl & y a¢ A F arfgwr ghafadr enfyd FT7 37 gow 99 @I
g1 et yfr ot W T wwewr ST &1 9T STt @7 4R '
fagreT 21 SEt 7 ay-wel wnfiq & 7 §H 1 91T &7 STEvS "I ¢
WIS &7 qungflr 21 R ATET | R T kR T Tt fagraey a1 &
BIAT U giaser gaTig wras fpar mom fager & uwet ot §97 I uger S
dareg g

e wor 3T IuP P

AEA WSl HT oo Fed TET qul AWUPH TT UT B aTdopate, feam,
wrggIiEsdT A sna & foreg atigateres stiiran <ot A7 € e & =9
AT ET, SUAEATY g1, AFEP T AT 7 &1q g7 | guuw AT wfent § gord
WES YU SaT-g9 &7 |

- v 'Y @7 fier ST ot Wit S wwewEl @7 v ge B aiee T gure
- fava & smeaienss @i s=T Tvae fov fafim gut & et &g &
TATTAT

- fofi uat ¥ gu=T gQUEAT T FTUGAT BT AT

- JaT, AT @ B @ g gt @iz SO S
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syt € SEA
- T gAIS FHATT

Sta Uep AT 2,0 TR &, S St @ g T 7 fpaAT ot feaet 3
aF wud &, ug AT ol gives § SfeT Iud ST &1 Auu g gar g1 ug
TET &1 STya ST Ut B gotdr & SHifa Sorar 81 SH getd g gaa gV
STt @1 "wgTa fHear g1

SfforT T arafawas T g giaT & AN ameTTiors gugHt ¥ gEiear s
IS T oTyfaaT Wt gred g &1 ofTT S IW S eATT gudl & A1
gl oS ggTdia o faemudid g1 S STl U g SRt H HST |1aT 2
ag Fa@AT VT & FET AT AT St T FET oTET wgar e agt 9 & 91
TEFT orT &7 g=eaT HAIT STTPTHT &1 wHTCT g7 SdY €

ST & S BT IZ¥ ¢ 6 €Nt ¥t foo oo T 9ot W §E T gem
&Y a1 AU B gIE U &1 ag Aid g1 S | SIuw W ASHT ST BT

anefepTt o1 fhrerar €1 & 9fr @ sioet it SueT @ P JET g1ar § Sfe

IF gty ¥ wa: & 9 fie sar g1 o g & g et § ue ats
T @3 ST FT F19 8 | AT IgF o § JUSAT gL g7 T & |

A gEE Sa §TgGTiaedT & g ©T) B S O &7 UGS 'Oy
gemt o 3T T ST g7 gt i fava § 39 O &7 A BeT1 39 e
foremt & gew gl ogt@ 21 oda T o § - o Ut satfaad SiteT | oed
WTETT $T AT T TJ5H AT T P OT A@T ¢ 1T HJsY G~ 39 ST T
ATAT & 98 UTETT P UT JaT £ 1 STuN AT BT of [ g, ag gan v /e @
e ST & O gWTeHT T 9 T g 9 feaa ffar i, fead g o,
fepuadt =t s P d st T, REEST ST HITTI IFF T A F9 F
ST WY g GHTCT g1 ST g | 3T v &1 a s 15 | 90 &7 qUh Sig |
g ST COT & I AsH AU SHouar ST Ul HhaT & guE $ig wieT e

ST o g% & QT AT F1S ¥ §X yrar fF e v s g, ot frerdr @
gEY ST ataa g &1 oo foo 90 ot g9 & fov gufta g s 7 &F
soifa &t wrdear &+ a7 €7 §ar gHUeT ¥4I ATl S qsH SrqYfq ute gt
ST & 31 g & gorfga g SaT & oY U SI9ET @Y gt $T SdT g1 g
HEHT I FTeaTr 7

TET g AT &, AT 2 |
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OgTait 37T arig™r
= g gelier am

degla 3 ar=a fserant & fawia & s feay &1 39t &1 dmee ' &, foeg deefa &
T W Iuswr 9 Fas ura & Fw giEat 3 & Jewm faas, e ot asr &
atrfew faepta & SO &1 a=r Sva ¥ &1 ®OT QT &Y, g et & o o arfediane
FTia Hr S AU wHETT qgIAT A {Fur a7 wdur atger # )

g 2 Yoot Ae & foT aw 3§ fove a=ar 9gigey & S Ogledd Ut e AT
ATEEI® g1 FT TN gIT FQ@ &, TS seste B Iogrll utsut ot suregtite
JETIT ARRWITE ST ¥ H &1 difow g gega fear ar)

TRt fagmt & getoert gu 9 & st IuT & el U T B mgToe gt &
YT HETOAT HemesT & e & S50 & | USHT a9d, STHIG gHig U8 WTSSi=ar & o & ey
W T 9197 U AgTYEN ISt FT UZ UT PH =3 LT 2 W1 & mgragg & & «nr &
FETEAH T FT A FHT HTHA gHT? 0T & AP qUT §BT & WIS0T &1 G =T §
waur faatafes ot Paluar gade steve wewr &t ot Ft gfia gom, o v vur gee g,
& gumaT & v 7 mgTEt T Sstad ot v fawa-fa=myr & &t ot | or=Ear @
Foa— wiifer ot e &1 g==W T "epar 2|

S On & arfam ard T ymaT 5Tt Wk a9 & sia sadid U fHater v
g gO | a8 dW ¥ a% Ot ¥ @, R a9, 4 06, ¢4 T gnaEnd woaur 30 aw o
ST SIS, WS, ATy, saEd, HE A SIS Nl JHuGT ¥ yo-umet ged & A
& G g U4 (1 g GEuTd O P UgA § WIKHAT T A UL gU auT qreAT
fafg ot giaa grea &)

T fa=mt gae gu fsepd Ot ugsr & @ gse ¥ au fa=r oSy gofar g
A& BT HhAT | §: @ATH HT IUTH IJEY UsS— =¢), Iq ggut &0 T JAmf=a &= 2 )
Fee fHaToT T JuTr T ¥ UTTAT & IJAST @Y AT HET & A S
e q1ue Fee Fant & fS gw geror ol € a9 d% I ooy sta=r T gigd-ag
&Y & =&Y gepar |

HETAIT T WTUATHTS QaUad B g Pl UF Biaepl AT ¢ | R a8 & P

wATRIS 8 I srfustiues s smf=a 17, g e & gaa, digrerlr g &
AT UTY qUT YE-ITH & WP SHITHH! ST T=AUTHAT H Tg $L3-Hd @ T g1 qar

&7 3 &1 gimr aftant &) e g7 oraEt T adur @1 fug gEy “mgET &
feamet Qfta faawie
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g giieEaTt St @ deal & THSIST Y18 &t
faee Star ¥ fer o fave ud g@eA
F GE-T B WTHOTT T FIT

faer fa=mer =i gesgr & gTT or @eT &1 gant e ¥ gud gune
FrooT & & i-

2. sufama i wafyna e & gede & F fur & sfuetus afg & @ 2

R. ifererar it WirmfieTsr J ogso & smeTfarsar Fr autid F & ST HpHur T
fear 1

3. ATTAepdT, SgaTg U TAGT-E1AAT & STU AT-adT &7 St &W g @7 8,

T gftong-@eq Afear T weremn & o e © &)

I d Fue afaad & faeg HiFaT o1 fava-sumdy o=t wenfua = fear st
HIT T & gau & AAfeuT yagor =T greedtfies g Wia=T &t gior- gfasst = &1
St =it fave & gaa ¥ wEEr yagoT S areeiftes §gHT qia=T @ gioT-glasst 7 @
ST, a9 a% fava-wmita o ara & @)

il & U qETe F &, W 08T & AT BT wOT auT wefa faAse T &t Q56
w@at ¥ so & fod ae Sfg & uine S AeutcgeserHl & e @ HeaT
HAYoPaT 1 AU gy o foge wit gllew g Igvo &t gfd we w2

fyea g o ifae wieaot & snaar & wf=g &7 gAT =@T sgmm|
U] & BT IGHT a9 9 H HAHE FT g9 A& WG THT | W F & o7 =P T
fo a7 smeaTfere grnfye i U onr 8 Wit gt § wiEear S O & wadt ¢ |

gaTwr favarg g fe:-

@) TSHIfqP qagid gg &f H ~g! ¢ Hepd |

(@) PUe, FeAld T vod § ar=aar &1 faerg =8 & g o

) TR wfem, gl Fduar, attig it sifagy & w9t @ Snt F g
&N TG G, Fomghy HT e agsT S & B warfy frawt 7@ E

fova witq &r g & =fPar & e ¥ & RS ST HwigEr S glasst

& foir gam uftada & Favwwear ¢ | ag fave-somdt ogr= &t $u & sufe
St Tafte & 2 o Y g T @1 T few ugfa & & wabar &2
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fafirer fagrAt @t gite &

O gu=aT ¢ o e mgrelt @ vw e et Heer e aem
W IR & g faew ¥ st e & fagrat @1 gant offt gt fear 3t o faw
Mg g AfRriTTmAasa st @ o & 3 gar fatg &
T AT ge & At & qiey $OT o g9 e Y @T gT & it I S wmd faet &
ag 3% Uit & fov feT 21 gl Ot S gaer & uT uug ot § & fuer g,
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“...I offer my homage to Acharya Sushil Muni for his great
thoughts and tireless work in resolving the world conflicts through
Lord Mahavier's principles of nonviolence and multiplicity of
viewpoints ...”.

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, President of India

This is a great loss to the spiritual world.
My heartfelt condolences.

P. V. Narasimba Rao, Prime Minister of India

It was indeed very sad to learn about the passing away of Rev.
Acharya Sushil Kumar Muni Ji. Acharya Shri Sushil Kumar Muniji
was not only a profound scholar of Jain philosophy but he made
pioneering efforts in promoting world fellowship and synthesis of
all religions and faiths - Sarvadharma Samabhav.

The real tribute to his memory would be to further his Mission to
bring about communal harmony among all the people.

Shivra Patil - Speaker Lok Sabha

Acharyaji will be remembered for his dedication to peace, non-
violence (Ahimsa) and cooperation between followers of different
religions. He worked untiringly to promote universal brotherhood.
He was the guiding spirit behind the establishment of “Siddhacha-
lam”, the International Mahavir Jain Mission, which is the first
Jain Tirth, established outside India and which is visited by
thousands of devotees. Guruji’s passing away is an irreparable loss
for the entire mankind.

Consulate General of India
Gajanan Wakankar

We in UNICEF are deeply saddened tc hear about the sudden death of
His Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj. He will be remem-
bered by UNICEF as a great spiritual leader who devoted his life to
creating religious harmony, as an advocate for world peace, and for
his tireless efforts to protect animals, wildlife and the environment.

UNICEF
James P. Grant, Executive Director

All of us are well aware of the great soul and enlightening mission
accomplished by his Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar g.i Maharaj
during his life.

Please consider all of us on your side in such difficult time.

NAMASTE... OM SHANTI AUM.
United Nations
Vincent Marie Piola and all the Staff of the NGO Section

It is with deep regret that the NGO/DPI Executive Committee
learned of the death of His Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji
Maharaj. We sympathize with you at the deep personal sadness you
must now feel, and believe that the place of such an eminent
person will be hard to fill. Keep in mind, however, that time
healeth all wounds, and while there is life, there is hope.

The Executive Committee of Non-Governmental Organizations
Associated with The United Nations Department of Public

Information
Gordon J. Klopf - Chair
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Acharya Sushil Kumar ji was an extraordinary person. | don’t
believe [ have ever known anyone with eyes quite like his. His face
seemed drawn into those remarkable eyes through the many lines
created on it by innumerable smiles over the years. These surely
were the visible marks—the lakshanas—of a profound sense of
compassion for living beings, deeply learned and cultivated.

For those of you who knew him better, and looked to him more
intently, his effect was even more profound. I mourn with you his
loss, but join you in knowing that the work to which he dedicated
himself will go on through his abiding spirit. We at Columbia are
profoundly grateful to be a part of that work, and hope that, in his
memory, we may do it well.

Columbia University in the City of New York
Jack Hawley

At a time in history when ethnic and religious conflicts occur with
greater frequency, may we look to the words and actions of Guruji
for spiritual and moral guidance. He devoted his life to peace and
inter-religious harmony, and showed the entire world, Christians,
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and all other people of faith, the
beauty that religious tolerance and cooperation can produce for
mankind.

City of Jersey City
Bret Schundler
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“...0ur homage to Acharyaji for uniting all religions of the world
and his tireless work in spreading Bhagwan Mahavir's message of
Ahimsa in foreign countries...”.

Bandhu Triputi, Teethal, India

Acharya Ji dedicated his life for cause of all forms of life. His
message was one - we are all one. He translated Jainism into environ-
ment and respect for all beings. I will continue to support and further
his endeavors by taking out Ahimsa-Shakahar Rath to tour all corners
of the World.

Pt. Dharam Chand Shastri - India

I have lost my brother - The Dalai Lama

...an apostle of peace through non-violence. Having known him for
sometime, His Holiness feels that the passing away of Acharya Sushil
Muni is a great loss to India in particular and the world in general.

Secretary to His Holiness The Dalai Lama
Tenzin-Geyche Tethong

The loss of such a spiritual luminary is not limited to his followers but
to the entire nation as well as humanity as a whole; for the values he
embodied were universal. He was a champion of non-violence, and
worked relentlessly to bring peace between different countries and
communities, diverse cultures and ideologies.

He and Pujya Pramukh Swani Maharaj were intimate friends.
His Divine Holiness

Pramukh Swami Mabaraj (Swami Narayanswarupdas)
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The news of the unexpected departure of the soul of Acharya Sushil
Kumarji to Devalok was a shock to hear. His presence I miss very
much. In 1975, when he first came to America, | welcomed him for
our mission to bring the light of Jainism and Ahimsa to the Western
World. He was a source of inspiration to innumerable people.

Though he was suffering from heart pain, he continued to work day
and night for Ahimsa and Unity. Even when he was tired, he travelied
tirelessly for his mission. He was a man of persistence. He
autographed his time with his dynamic service and loving kindness.

Through his spirit he will continue to inspire many. I wish that all
will unite together and continue his unfinished work to fulfill some
of his unrealized dreams.

Acharya Sushil Kumar, with his most wonderful qualities of head
and heart, endeared himself to many. He was truly the beloved of
many hearts. He was a philosophical friend and guide to many who
now must feel orphaned. He was a source of love, joy, and peace to
many. Many anchored their lives to him. He was the support and
solace of many. He took many with him on the path of new life. He
kindled the light of India’s sages and saints in many soults. Who so
came to him was abundantly blessed.

Our dear ones do not die. They but “Go Before™ us. We, too, shall
one day follow them. We shall meet them again,—somewhere,
somewhen, For life is endless, and time is but a shadow of eternity.

The candle of the lord is aglow in every heart. And deep down
within us is our true life,—a loving thought, a gentle look, a deep
longing for the life divine.

J.P. Vaswani

“Acharya Sushil Kumar was a true piigrim of peace. He was 2 man
with a mission. In his heart burnt a flame. He went to many
countries of the world, carrying with himself of the message of
brotherhood, peace and love.”

Acharya Sushil Kumar, with his most wonderful qualities of head
and heart, endeared himself to many. He was truly the beloved of
many hearts. He was a philosophical friend and guide to many who
now must feel orphaned. He was a source of love, joy, and peace to
many. Many anchored their lives to him. He was the support and
solace of many. He took many with him on the path of new life. He
kindled the light of India’s sages and saints in many souls. Who so
came to him was abundantly blessed.

Our dear ones do not die. They but “Go Before” us. We, too, shall
one day follow them. We shall meet them again,—somewhere,
somewhen. For life is endless, and time is but a shadow of eternity.

The candle of the lord is aglow in every heart. And deep down
within us is our true life,—a loving thought, a gentle look, a deep
longing for the life divine.

“Acharya Sushil Kumar was a true pilgrim of peace. He was a man
with a mission. In his heart burnt a flame. He went to many
countries of the world, carrying with himself of the message of
brotherhood, peace and love.”

J.P. Vaswani - Sadhuvaswani Mission
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Today our world stands deprived of one of the great good men of God
who had been an asset to global human society all his life. Rev. Jn
Muni Sushii Kumar Jain Maharaj was a celestial boon and a blessing
to contemporary mankind. Peace, mutual Goodwill, Brotherhood,
inter-religious harmony and Unity were the lofty and noble principles
he stood for, he worked for and lived for until his very last days.
Peace and Unity of all Faiths constituted his life-breath.

The Divine Life Society
Swami Chidanand

Acharya Sushil Kumar was one of the great luminaries of our time.
His service was not limited to the jain community or to one part of the
world. He was a world citizen and selflessly served to fulfill the
Divine Mission of the spiritual and social upliftment of humankind.

Swami Satchidananda

I consider Acharya Sushil Kamar Ji to be a very high soul. I was
very moved by the beautiful work Guruji carried on during his life.
He has greatly contributed in spreading the message of compassion
and peaceful co-existence throughout the world. His life has been a
beacon of light for the thousands who have been touched by it.

Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health
Yogi Amrit Desai

Muni Sushil Kumar Ji, a true Acharya who preached and practiced
the principles of non-violence and peace, and made efforts to bring
about the unity amoung the people belonging to different religions,
was one of the founder patrons of the Bhavan, USA,

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan (USA), Inc.
Dr. P. Jayaraman

His achievements in Peace and Non-Violence all over the world gave
me new hope that we can have a better world. Acharyaji became in
those few moments that [ had a chance to meet him a model for me
and His life will always continue to be an inspiration for me.

Ananda Marga of Philadelphia, Inc.
Dada Moks'eshvarananda

It was with shock that we the undersigned, members of the CONGO
Committee on Freedom of Religion or Belief, heard that His Holiness
Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji Maharaj recently passed from this world.
Our sadness is tempered by the memory of His Holinesses’ Love and
Compassion for all Being, and our loss is lightened by the spiritual
heritage that he so untiringly modeled for all.

President, CONGO Committee on Freedom Of Religion or Belief
International Association for Religious Freedom - Sue Nichols
Baha'i International Community - Techeste Adherorn

International Association for Religious Freedom - Edris Artis
International Association for Religious Freedom - Linda Barrett
Jubilee Campaign - Ann Buwalda

Pax Christi - Vince Cominsky

Temple of Understanding - Luis Dolan, Gray Panthers, Leonore Fine
Lutheran Office for World Community - Dennis Frado

World Union for Progressive Judaism - Berty Golomb

Wainwright House - Henry Gordan

Third World Movement Against the Exploitation of Women
Darlene Gubuan

Office of the Anglican Observer at the United Nations -

Kerschel Halbert
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International Humanist and Echical Union - Jean Kotkin
World Union for Progressive Judaism - Norma Levist
World Conference on Religion and Peace -

John McAuley

Pax Romana

James Mulbolland

Franciscans International - Mary Plante

Greek Orthodox Archdiocesean Council - Lila Prounis
Interfaith Women for Ecology and Peace

Ann Purvis

Pax Romana

Mark Roy

Franciscans International - Kevin Smith

Presbyterian Church United Nations Office - Robert Smylie
Ecumenics International - Anastasios Zavales

Federation of Temple Sisterhoods - Leah Zayde

He was always full of light, his presence warmed all who came in
contact with him. His song, which originated from the depth of his
soul will endure with us.

Global Forum of Spiritual and
Parliamentary Leaders On Human Survival
Awrabam Soetendorp

We are very much saddened by the news of the demise of Acharya
Sushil Kumar. His colleagues at the Global Forum will indeed miss
him as a partner in promoting international cooperation, particu-
larly between parliamentarians and spiritual leaders in environment
and development issues.

Global Forum of Spiritual and
Parliamentary Leaders On Human Survival
Akio Matsumura

I have lost my teacher -

The Very Reverend James Parks Morton
Dean - Cathedral of St. John Th Divine

This was a man who knew how to touch the heart ofeveryone. |
have lost my dear brother.

Temple of Understanding
Father Luis Dolan

The very embodiment of ahisma in his own being, His Holiness’
personal support and unflagging efforts for multi-religious
tolerance, understanding and cooperation has been a source of sure
and pure inspiration, not only for the World Conference on
Religion and Peace, but for all peoples of good will and searching
hearts. May his life’s work continue to bear rich fruit in all who
remember him with reverence and respect.

The World Conference on Religion and Peace
Norma Levitr, William Vendley, Dawud Assad, John McAuley

A tribute to our beloved friend & co-president of our International
Council of World Religions & Cultures:

His Holiness Shushil Kumar, Acaraya

The International Council of World Religions & Cultures
Abbot John Rossner, O.Tr., Ph.D.
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While it is indeed a great loss for the Jain community, his death is
also a great loss to the international community of peace activists
and those who work for cooperation among religions

Though Guru-Ji spoke to international leaders and was himself a great
leader the experience I most remember of him is when my seven year
old son met him while attending an interfaith conference in Wichita,
Kansas. Though there were leaders of many faiths at the conference,
and my son was most familiar with western (Christian/Jewish)
religious expression, he was most taken with Sushil Kumar and said to
me afterward, “now I know what I am—I am a Jain!” Such was the
effect of one short contact with this great man.

North American Interfaith Network
Bettina Gray

I wish to extend condolences on the death of the Jain’s great
leader, His Holiness Acharya Sushil Kumar ji Maharaj.

Warren Hills Regional School District
Terrance S. De Mont

We offer what we can—our prayers and our support and our
presence with you in your grief.

Pax Christi International
Joan and Vince Comiskey

I remember him profoundly, as one who never deviated from his
beliefs and love of all sentient beings. This was a paragon of virtue
who has passed before us. [ cannot believe that—Ilike a flicker, an
ember ever smoldering—his earthly form has become a past-tense
recollection. In truth, of course, there is no beginning and no end.
And we shall meet again, somewhere.

Michael Tobias

I in particular was fortunate enough to have met him several times
and once debated together with him on the values of Hinduism—a
religion that accepted strangers as their own that led to the survival
of my ancestors in India for the last 2,000 years while Jews
clsewhere were prosecuted.

News India-Times
Jobn Perry

He gave us Beautiful days during his career as a religious leader, a
teacher and a prophet. His days were filled with sunshine. He gave
us days with rainbows of hope where there was no hope at all.
Guruji, you taught us that each individual has an inner light in
which freedom lives. An inner air in which a man can draw the
breath of self respect.

C Y Thannikay - Director Economic Development New Jersey

The formation of our Institute was as a result of the International
Jain Conference in London in 1983 and he had been an inspiration
to us ever since. We will miss his valuable guidance.

Instutute of Jainology - U.K.
R.P. Chandaria

We the Jain Brothers and Sisters in Singapore wish to express our
heartfelt condolences and pray that he receives eternal peace.

“OM?” Singapore Jain Religious Society
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Guruji has contributed tremendously to the spread of Jainism. His
keen devotion and vision has brought new light and brotherhood
especially amongst Jains residing abroad.

Gujarati Association

Wilayah Persekutuan and Selangor

Muniji was an example of hard work, dedication to a cause and
selfless service. While upholding the values of Tirthankaras, he
strived for pragmatic approach to the various issues faced by the
society. His devotion to environmental issues proved that a
Sanyasin can make a difference not only in the lives of the human
beings but also in the nature surrounding them.

We, at Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America are doubly saddened by
Sushil Kumarji’s departure because he was the last founding
member of Vishwa Hindu Parishad in Bharat.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America, Inc.
Dr. Mahesh Mehta

H.H. Sushilkumarji was a very close friend of HDH Pramukh
Swami Maharaj and BSS and we always appreciated his friendship
and support which he extended to us.

We will all miss him and his leadership.
His legacy will be carried on.

Bochasanwasi Swaminarayan Sanstha, Inc.
Dr. K.C. Patel

We are grieved and shocked to hear the news of attaining
Mahasamadhi by Acharya Sushil Kumar Ji. He was a social
visionary and always keen to see that whole Hindu community
unite. His untiring efforts to solve the problems of Punjab,
Kashmir and Ram Janam Bhoomi at Ayodhya are a few examples
of his pragmatic approach. He was truly a Karam Yogi.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America, Inc.
Gautam Mehta

Muniji was a guide to Hindu students and attended HSC functions
such as the 2nd Annual HSC camp which was held at Siddhacha-
lam Ashram in the summer of 1992, His message to youth was to
be proud of their great heritage and to spread the universal ideals
of Hindu philosophy to the world.

Hindu Students Council

He visited Kenya a few years ago when this Council got the chance
to organise a programme in his honour. We still remember his
inspiring words.

Hindu Council of Kenya

Ramesh Sharma

He was the sole surviving founder member of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad.

He has been a guiding force for the global Hindu activities. His
participation and guidance in Hindu Conferences has been a source
of inspiration for all participants and organisers. He worked very
hard through out his life for achieving Hindu Unity. His powerful
and inspiring speeches will always be remembered.

Vishva Hindu Parishad
Ramesh Sharma

Page 59



We feel that we have lost one of our spiritual leaders—a father
figure. We pray to God for his journey to attain “moksha” and seek
the courage and strength for us to bear the huge loss.

Hindu Temple Society
Ranjit L. Bandyopadhyay

...The untimely and sudden Kaldharma of renowned Tapasvi
Apostal of world peace and Yog Drasta Jain Acharya Sushil
Muniji. The programme of environment and uplifting the down
trodden announced and commenced by him is a shining reflection
of his interior thoughts and being. It is not only a loss to the Jain
community, but to the entire world.

Shrenik Kasturbhai
Anandyi Kalyanji

We have over the years felt his deep love for us and the whole
humanity as undoubtedly many of you have felt the same. It will be
hard to replace a man like him who comes may be once in a
lifetime.

His goal of seeing a university dedicated to study and practice of
non-violence. Practice of NON VIOLENCE is the essence of JAIN
philosophy.

Harmony in the world and end to all warfare will be the result if
non-violence has to prevail in the world.

Shrikumar Poddar

We were very attached to him and his philosophies. He was
tremendous in bringing vibrations during his discourses while
visiting Toronto. We will be missing him at all occasions as he was
a binding bridge between Jainism and Jain followers outside of
India.

Comcraft
Keshav & Manu Chandaria & Family

His dynamism and broad vision will be missed very badly. His
death definitely leaves a big vacuum.

Federation of Jain Associations in North America

Sulekh C. Jain

Guruji left global FOOTPRINTS and will be remembered around
the world as a messenger of Peace and Ahimsa.

The best homage we can pay to Guruji is by making his DREAMS
COME TRUE.

Pannalal Jain - 1.M.J.M. USA

His untimely death has come about at a time when this world
greatly needs to understand the meaning of peace and live in
harmony. The time has come when great nations have come to
learn that wars do not bring good results. What man has built on
this earth for centuries is being destroyed, therefore many nations
have come to realize that the only way to solve the problems and
differences is by peaceful means. This was the mission lead by the
late Guruji Acharya Shree Sushil Kumarji Maharaj.

C. T. Doshi - Malaysia
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Guruji was an enlightened and dedicated soul. He single-handedly
started, propagated, and established Jainism in North America and
elsewhere around the world. His inspiration and guidance led to the
establishment of the International Mahavir Jain Mission of Canada
(IMJMC) in 1985. He taught us unity and through the annual
IMJMC Arhum Yoga Camps in Niagra Falls, Canada since 1986,
taught three generations of campers from Canada, USA, Britain,
India and elsewhere the philosophy, and practice of Jainism.

Harish C. Jain

One thing Guruji taught us was that humanity is one family and no
human being should be stronger to one another. The welfare of all
should be our aim. God is the common bond that unites all human
beings. To break this bond, even with our greatest enemy is to tear
God to pieces.

Malik Khan

Guruji as [ knew him was driven with a mission of uniting people
of all religion and color. He did not discriminate himself as a Jain
leader but always as a worker for PEACE and NON-VIOLENCE. |
always took great pleasure and pride in describing him as a
potential noble laureate for PEACE and I am sure he is one.

Pokharna Family

Shri Acharya Sushil Muniji’s teachings on Jainism and his zeal to
promote world peace through nonviolence will be long remem-
bered throughout the world.

Oswal Samaj of North America
Anita Kothari

We are saddened by the death of Acharya Shri Shushil Muni. He
has been a great loss to the Jain Community of North America.

Jain Center of Northern California
Harilal G. Shah

Gurjui was a powerful force not only in North America but all over
the world and his death has dealt a severe blow to the Jain commu-
nity. His ideas, his vision and commitment, and his contribution to
Jainism will stay in our memory forever.

IAAM]V
Anop R. Vora

He inaugurated our Hiudu/Jain Temple in 1986 and was the first
person entering the temple. The president and the priest of the Hindu
Society regarded him as a great spiritual leader not only for Jains but
also for Hindus. Guruji was instrumental in establishing a harmonious
relationship among Hindu and Jain communities of Raleigh, NC.

Jain Study Center of North Carolina
Pravin K. Shah

“Let us rededicate ourselves and take a solemn pledge on this day,
that we shall continue to relentlessly strive to fulfill your dreams,
and that together let us continue to work towards A World of
Ahimsa. This is our divine duty™.

Your devoted and obedient son,
Bawa Jain

Numerous other messages were received from the Jain Centers,
individuals and organizations from all over the world.
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