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FOREWORD

The idea ot writing a history of hterature with the
various works classified according to language reli
glon, subject-matter, regional or dynastic affiliation,
or Iiterary form ctc. 1s not quite digenous :n India.
It is the eminent ouental scholars from the West who
were amazed at the antiquity, importance and richness
of Indian literature that tried to take a historical
survey of some tract or the other of Indian literature
When one looks at the various volumes of the Grundriss
der Indo-Auischen Philologie and Altettumskunde
( Encyclopedia of Indo-Aryan Research ) edited by
Buhler and his colleagues or at the Geschichte der
Indischen Lutteratur, 1-3 ( A History of Indian Late-
rature, vols 1-2, so far published ) by M. Winternitz,
one has to admire not only the stupendous labour of
the surveyors but also the continued researches of
various scholars which supplied material for such a
survey. It 1s such histories that have given us an all-
India outlook, beyond the limitations and prejudices
created by the diftcrences of religion and language,
and it is this appreach that would enable us mn the
fong run to evaluate the literary achievements and
cultural heritage of India in the march ot werld
cwvihzation.

Jamnism possesses many an important religious
aspect . its Atman-Karman philosophy; its course ot
spirztual evolution without any intervention of Divie
nity, the stress laid on ascetic morality; and its
ethico-moral principles bike Ahimsa. Asa represen-
tative of the Sramanic culture, which appears to bave
beert prevalent along the fertile banksof Gangesin
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Eastren India long before the adven of Vedic Aryans,
Jaina religion has close affinities with Buddhism but
it is essentially independent of and distinct from Vedic
religion or its later forms, now loosely called by the
name Hinduism. As Jacobi has remarked’ In conclu-
sion let me assert my conviction that Jammismis an
oniginal system, quite distinct and independent from
all others; and that therefore, it is of grcat 1mportance
for the study of philosophical thought and religious
life in ancient India. ( Transactions of the Third
International Congress for the History of Religions.
vol. TI, pp. 59-66, oxford 1908 ).

The Jama authors have given a distinctive position
and an intellectual basis to their religious and  cultural
ideology by their religious snd secular writings, both
ancient and modern, 1 different languages like Praknt,
Sanskrit, Apabhramsa, Old-Rajasthani, Old-Hindi,
Old-Gujarats, Tamil and Kannada. As Winternitz
putsit: There is scarcely any province of Indian
literature in which the Jainas have not teen able to
hold their own. Above all they have developed a
voluminous narrative literature. they have wrtten
epics and novels, they have composed dramas and
hymns; sometimes they have wrtten in the simple
language of the people, at other times they have
competed in highly elaborate poems, with the best
masters of ornate court poetry and they have also

duced i

P works of scholarship.’ ( A History
of Indian Literature, II, p. 483 )

The Jaina works unmistakably possess the stamp
of religious spirit, but their authors have never carried
their literary pursuits in isolation : they are essentially
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Indian and bear close relation with earlier and conte-
mporary literarure. This is evident from the works of
authors like Pujyapada and siddhasena, Akalanka and
Hemacandra etc. Another peculiarity about these
authors is that very often they supplya good deal of
information about their predecessors and contem-
poraries, monks, laity and princes. In some cases they
also mention the date and place of composition. Such
details occur at the beginning of the works or at the
end of them generally in an independent section known
by the name Prasasti.

A lustorian of literaturc is not only interested in
the contents of the works but alscin the biographic
details about the authors, and most of the Jaina authors
mention at least some facts about themselves, This is
a phenomenon rare in early Indian literature, and
hence all the more coveted by historians. Even when
books were still in Mss. And not published, various
ortental scholars like Bhandarkar, Peterson, Keilhorn
and others published in their Descriptive catalogues
of Sanskrit and Prakrit Mss. Those extracts from the
beginning and close of a work which give some infor-
mation about the author and about the work. These
passages have been of immense value for the historian
of literature; and many paragraphs in the History of
Indian Literature by Winternitz are based on such
excerpts given by Peterson and others.

The Mss. of Sansknt and Prakrit works i Jaina
Bhandaras are rich in Prasastis; some of them belong to
the authors themselves and others to the donors etc.
of the Mss. : 1n either case they have a documentary
value Besides the Descriptive Catalogues, some inde-



pendent collections of Prasasts’ have been published,
for instance : Sri-prasasti-samgrahah by A.m. Shaha.
Ahmedabad Samvat 1993; Jaina pustaka-prasasti-sam-
graha, vol. T, ed. Jinavijaya Muni, Simghi Jain Serses
17, Bombay 1943 Even a cursory glance through these
publicatiors will convince any one of the great value
and usefulness ot the material.

Pt. Jugalkishore Muktharis a front-rank scholar
who has worked hard throughout his lengthy career
to unearth important information about rare works
and unknown authors. His contributions have enligh-
tened many dark corners of Indian literature 1n general
and Jama lterature mn particular He has spent his
valuable time in many Ms.-collections and gathered
together a lot of useful material. He has a hnnger and
thurst for new facts and fresh evidence His various
articles in the Jaina Hitaishi and Aneckanta speak
eloguently for his strenuous labour and deep scholar-
ship, He weighs lus evidence with a remarkable legal
acumen; and as a critic he 1s thorough and unsparing.
‘What he has achieved singlehanded through his
manfold writings should be a matter of pride for any
Inststution.

In this Jamagrantha-prasasti-samgraha Pt. Jugale
kishore has presented from his personal colection
Prasastis from 171 works embracing various subjects
like logic.religion, narrative, didactic and hymnal
poetry, ritual, metaphysics, drama, grammar ete. both
in Sanskrit and Parkrit. Some of these Prasastis give
mmportant bits of informotion. The Prasastis of
G mgtaha and Jayadhavala refer to Amo-
Nr the Rashtral rules; and




numerous Prasastis give the dates of composition as well.
Indranandi gives so much of useful mnformation about
himself and his contemporaries that one must hesitate
now to say that Indian aulhors were lacking in histori-
cal sense as it was once alleged by early European
scholarrs.

This handy volume 1s equipped with the necessary
Appendices which heighten its referential value. It 1s
sumply indispensable to an earnest student of Indian
literature 1n general and Jamna literature 1n particular.

Kolhapur
January 1, 1949 A.N, Upadhye
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