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Stele of black basalt carved with seated Risabhanath and Tirthankars standing
in Kayotsarga, Circa 1(}‘thr century A,D. Sat Beuliya Burdwan, West Bengal.

Courtesy .—Director of Archacology, West Bengal

Block : Jain Bhawan, Calcutta
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR
WEST BENGAL
Raj Bhavan,
Calcutta,

The 23rd March, 1973
D.O. No, 1571-G

- . -
~ -

Dear Sir,

P Please refer to_your letter dated the 22nd March, 1973, inviting the
Governor to attend, as Guest-in-chief, the Bhagwan Mahavira Jayanti Celebrations
to be held on the 15th April, 1973 at 7 pm. under the auspices of the Bhagwan
Mahavira Jayantt Samaroha Samiti, Calcutta

I am desired to thank you for the kind invitation and to say that the
Governor regrets very much his inability to accept the invitation to attend the
function on that day due to other engagements.

- The “Governor, however, sends his good wishes for the success of
_the Mahavira Jayant: Celebrations to be held by your Samut.

Yours faithfully

A K. Banerjee

Asstt. Secretary to the Governor,
West Bengal



- CHIEF MINISTER
—
Bhopal
No. 1831 C..M.S.
Dated 3rd April 1973

Dear Shri Jain,

1 have received your letter dated the 7th March, 1973 inviting me to be
the Chief Guest of Bhagwan Mahavira Jayanti Celebrations, for which I thank
you, I regret, 1t will not be possible for me to come to Calcutta due to prior

engagements.

With good wishes,
Your sincerely,

) P. C. Sethi
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Be not angry when smitten, nor fly into a rage when abused

With Best Compliments from ,

PUKHRAJ PAWANKUMAR

55, NALINI SETT ROAD,
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Telegram : SETHIJEE Phone , 33-3926
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With best Compliments
from :
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o Nt

LIMTON PRIVATE LIMITED

JEWELLERS AND WATCH MAKERS,

12 & 14, B B D. BAG, EAST,
CALCUTTA-1
POST BOX NO. 2000
Telephone : 23-1855 & 23-9747
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With best Compliments from :

Gram : “KIRANAKING™ Phone . 33-1449

Rest. 1 33-1007

SANTIKUMAR KAMALKUMAR

SPICES, DRUGS, CHEMICALS, YARN,
INDUSTRIAL MINERALS

3, MULLICK STREET,
CALCUTTA.T.
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Suganchand Saraogi

22/23, RADHA BAZAR STREET,
CALCUTTA-I
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Empty is penance for the sake of fame

With best Compliments fiom

ALCOND

Manufacturers & Exporters of
PROPERZI ROD, ACS.R,

ALL ALUMINIUM CONDUCTORS, BINDING TAPES & WIRES
AND
D C C WIRES

ALUMINIUM CABLES & COXDUCTORS (UP) PVT. L’l‘D.

Head Office :
2-A, SHAKESPEARE SARANI, CALCUTITA-16

Gram . ‘STALCOND’ Telex CA 7950 Phone 44-9651/2/3/4
|

Works No. 1 Works No 2
47, Hide Road Extension, 4, Ahmed Mamooji Street, Liluah

CALCUTTA-27 HOWRAH
Phone © 45-7393 , Phone 66-2780
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Grams ZINCLEAD Code :
Phone * 33-4470 BENTLEYS 2ND PHRASE

A.M.I. BRAND

MANUFACTURERS OF STAINLESS STEEL WARES FOR

DOMESTIC USE, HOSPITAL EQUIPMENTS, CHEMICAL

TANKS, CUTLERY, NON-FERROUS WARES, STOVE

PARTS AND INDUSTRIAL GOODS I[IMPORTERS &
EXPORTERS

ASHOK METAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED

157, NETAJI SUBHAS ROAD, CALCUTTA-I
( Room No 161 )

Works -

7, JANKI DEVI JALAN ROAD, LILLOOAH, HOWRAH
Phone 66-4477
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Chitavalsha Jute Mill Company Ltd. -

3, NETAJI SUBHAS ROAD,
CALCUTTA-I

) -
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BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

New Ceatral Jute Mills Co. Ltd.

Regd Office
i1, CLIVE ROW, CALCUTTA-I
Telephone No. 22-4381 ( 13 Lines )

Manufacturer s of

JUTE GOODS OF ALL TYPES INCLUDING CARPET
BACKING CLOTH, JUTE MATTING, JUTE YARN,
GREY IRON CASTING, SODA, ASH & AMMONIUM
CLORIDE, NITROGENOUS FERTILIZERS.

[ (W T W W T T |
[ T W o N T O W T (W}
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With Compliments from -

Phore Office

jram MAHABHADRA *°
Resident

BEHARILAL JAIN & CO.

MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS IN
FERROUS & NON FERROUS MATERIALS

Registered Office
4, NARAYAN PRASAD BABU LANE,
CALCUTTA-7

Branches :
Masjyid Potty Road, 71/3A, Coolie Bazar,
TINSUKIA (ASSAM) KANPUR (U P)
Phone ¢ 918 Phone : 64818 & 65698

Allied Concein
CALCUTTA COMMERCIAL COMPANY

4 NARAYAN PRASAD BABU LANE,
CALCUTTA-7

Woirks Sciapyard
5, Janki Deb: Jalan Road, 135, Ginish Ghose Road,
L1looah Lilooah (Howrah)
(Howrah) Phone : 66-5145

Branch 7/12, Chotpara, Babria Niwas, Raipur (M. P)
Phone 903 Gram . VISHAL

: 33-5658

35-0737
* 33-0028
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Rock-cut Sculptures, Kalugumalai, Tamilnad

Courtesy—Jain Bhawan
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Varanashi Metal & Wire Factory

_- ' 83, DUFFER STREET, LILUHA
HOWRAH

MFRS. OF QUALITY M. S. WIRE, -ANILD WIRE, BINDING WIRE ETC
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M/s. HAZAREEMULL HEERALAL

( ESTD. 1883 )

WHOLESALE DEALERS & SUPPLIERS IN
COTTON PIECE GOODS THROUGHOUT WEST BENGAL

"7 1 7 148, COTTON STREET, CALCUTTA-7

- - - “Honest 1s the best Policy”
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|| etfiar gt T4 ||

SURAJMALL CHANDMALL

VEGETABLE MERCHANTS & COMMISSION AGENTS
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Electrical Accessories Co.

MERCANTILE BUILDINGS, 2nd FLOOR,

LALL BAZAR STREET,

CALCUTTA-I
Telephone 23-0466 Gram . COINFIELD

With best Compliments from

MARSON?’S

4, CHANDNI CHOWK STREET,
CALCUTTA-13.

Manufacturers of Power & Distribution Transformers upto 33 K V , Potential & Current Transforme!
upto 33 KV Metering Sets in Combination of P T & CT, upto 33 KV AUTO Transformers,
High Voltage Testing Transformers upto 132 KV H T.
&
LT Coil Winding Machines, Pipe Bending Machines & Complete Trailor
Made Plant for Manufacturing Power & Distribution Transformers
& Voltage Stabilizers Etc

Office 23-4550

Telephone Works %%2%? Cable ELENRE
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“TRI-RATNA”

Dr. ROMA CHAUDHURI, Vice-Chanceilo:,
Rabindra Bharati University, Calcuttfa.

What is end of Life ? This, after all, 1s the most primary, most urgent, most
fundamental question of our lives , and, as natural, various answers have been given by
different thinkers, different philosophers, different theologicians, all over the world, all
throughout the ages  But Indian thinkers, Indian philosophers, Indian theologicians have
always a ready answer, an 1ncontrovertible answer to it—viz , Moksa or Salvation “Dharma-
Artha-Kama-Moksa’’—these are ordinarily taken to be the “Caturvarga” or “Four-fold
Aims” of human Iife, viz “‘Religion ; Wealth : Worldly Gain : Salvation”. But staunchly
rejecting all—even Religion, generally supposed to be the main cause of bringing down the
Kingdom of God on earth—Indian Satya-drasta-Risis or Truth-seeing Truth-manifesting
saints and sages and seers of India, have fixed on one thing only as the summum-bonum,
as the supreme, or, rather the only end of Ihfe—viz, as pointed out above— Moksa or

Salvation.

And, simultaneously, we come to be confronted with a two-fold equally fundamental
question : viz, what exactly 1s this state of Moksa, Siddhi or Salvation, the Supreme Goal ?
Again, what 1s the means or Sadhanas to this Supreme Goal ?

Here, Sr1 Mahavira of immortal fame, one of the greatest saviours of Mankind, the
world has ever produced, has given us totally new conceptions regarding both the end and
the means, Moksa or Siddh1 and 1ts Sadhanas or ways or paths to the same. This is his world-
famous ¢ Doctrine of Tri-Ratna” or the Doctrine of Three-fold Gems. “Tri-Ratna”, “Three-
fold Gems” : —what an exhilarating, exalting, exquisite Name ! When we are born here
on earth, where “Sarvam Duhkham Duhkham”, “Sarvam Ksanikam Ksanikam”, “Sarvam
Sunayam Sunayam’’—everything 15 full of sins and sorrows, everything 1s transitory. non-
permanent in nature, everything 1s void, with no real worth or basis—we are, naturally,
destitute, desolate, degraded, the poorest of the poor, the weakest of the weak, the sorriest
of the sorry. But then, Lord Mahavira our great Saviour and Path-Director, appears
before us with three great and grand and glorious boons for us all, in the form of three
priceless “Gems”, which 1n a moment, make us the richest of the rich, the strongest of the
strong, the happiest of the happy— beggars, as we were, faltering and iaggmg behind,
crouching and weeping 1n a corner, with none to help and encourage us at all—we are, in a
minute, transformed mto all-conquering heroes, sovereign kings, proceeding towards our
great goal of life 1 firm, unfaltering, bold steps, with a smile on our lips and a song 1 our
hearts, with sweetest hope and deepest joy, with coolest courage and clearest conviction,
with firmest determmation and surest ability, And, who works out this great change 1n us ?
Our most reverential, most loved, most gracious, most merciful Lord Mahavira, by s
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supreme and sublime Jamna Doctrine, a Doctrme for conquerors, conquerors of Amana or
Ignorance, CONQUETrOrs of Jadatva or materiahity, conquerors of Dulikha or sorrows

Now what are these three wonderful “Gems” 9 These are Gems of “Samyak-
Darsana® or Right-Faith ; “Samyak-Jnana” or Right Knowledge , “Samyak-Caritra” or
Right Conduct. N

“Samyalk-daisana” or Right Faith 1s the first begianmg of knowledge ; for without
such a kind of mitial faith reverence (Sraddha), none can make any real progress in the
difficult path of knowledge  The first thing that we have to get rid of here, 15 an attitude of
utter scepticism or disbelief towards any and everything great or good or noble This kind
of bombastic pride helps none , on the contrary, 1solates and ahienates the over-confident,
over-self-relying, over-safisfied person from the rest, leaving him to his fate, with none to
help and lead hmm at all  As we are human bewngs, mortal beings, feeble beings, fallible
beings, 1t 1s but normal and natural that we should need guides and helpers, 1n the beginning
to lead us aright 1n the thorny, pebbly, crooked, cruel Path of Life. And Right Faith stands
for this and this much alone. As a matter of fact, 1t 1s not a kind of blind belief or dogma-
tic chnging to some unproved and unreasonable and unjustifiable belief But it 15 only
faith 10 a Truth with which the seeker after Truth has some preliminary kind of acquaintance
and thinks 1t to be one having at least some chance of bemng finally true  Otherwise, he has
no mmpetus for any study at all. Thus, starting with a partial faith, the beginner studies
further, and if he finds that the Jamna teachings are reasonable, his faith becomes stronger
and stronger. As a matter of fact, the more he studies Jaina principles, the more does his

faith increase.

Then, secondly, he attamns “Right Knowledge”?, or knowledge of the fundamentals
of Jaimsm—viz, that of the nature of Dravyas or Substances of various kinds, of the Self
and the Non-Self etc ; the salvation of the self, the means thereto and the hike.

Thirdly, he should have “Samyak Cantra” or “‘Right Conduct””  For, it goes
without saying that mere theoretical knowledge 1s useless—theory must end in practice,
knowledge 1n action. Or, our whole lives must be reformed and revolutionised n the
golden light of the knowledge we have gamned—our every thought, every feeling, every desire
must be uplifted, upgraded, purified and perfected 1 this way—to make us “Jinas” or
“Conquerors” 1 the most real, most correct, most lasting sense of the term,

This kind of “Right Conduct”’ consists of “Panca-Mahavratas” or “Five-fold Great
Vows”, viz, Ahimsa-Satyam-Asteyam-Brahmacaryam-Aparigraha” : Non-violence—Truth—

Non-stealing—Self-control—Non-attachment-

» or Non-violence means respect for Life, m any form whatsoever, or
not injuring or hunting anyone at all. According to the Jaimna view, the entire world 1s a
living one, some kind of life or consctousness beng present 1n fx’m:‘and everythmg. on earth,
So, the great maxim of the Jaimnas 1s “Ahimsa Paramo Dharma”, “Non-violence is Supreme
Virtue' — and this vow must be practised for all—human beings, lower amimals, beasts and

birds and worms and gnats, even material objects.

ans speaking the Trutn under all circumstances,
At the ssme 1t means reframming from all kinds

“ Ahmsa

«Satpam’’—or Truth-speaking me
Whatsoever, even at the cost of one’s life.



of hard, cruel, frivolous, malicious, garrulous, vilhfying talk—for—these, too, may hurt our
fellow-beings not a little , as a matter of fact, much more than mere physical violence

“Asteyam’— or Non-stealing means respect for the properties of others ; and 1t 15 a
corollary of the first and fundamental maxim of “Ahimsa™ For 1f you respect life, you have
to respect property also on which earthly life invariably depends.

“Brahmacaryam” or Self-control 1s an essential pre-requisite of any kind of higher,
spiritual ife  For, as well-known, we have dual personalities, so to speak—with a higher
spiritual side and a lower physical hife, and here, the higher must control the lower, the
spiritual the physical  Otherwise, no stepping into the Path to Progress, Path to Fulfilment,
Path to Salvation will be possible at all Hence, we have to refrain from all sorts of Self-
indulgence, external or internal, subtle or gross, mundane or extra-mundane, direct or

indirect.

Lastly, ‘dpanigiaha” or Non-attachment This 1s a wider form of the above , and
1s as such, also an essential condition of any kind of spiritual striving worth the name

The above may seem to be well-known, common forms of moral discipline , yet,
as we all know, these are very difficult ones , and :f practised properly, may easily bring
about Salvation for all. After all, for ordinary persons, like us, such so-called small things
count much—for, what more 1s there in common lives like ours ? As we are ordinary
persons, our salvation, too, should be attainable through ordinary means , and 1t goes to the
great credit of the great Teacher Mahavira and others that they, 1n their infinite glory and
grandeur, did not —never for a single moment—ignore or look down upon us common
people ; on the contrary, came to our levels lovingly and kindly, stretching out their gracious
hands for our help, for ifting us up  But they did not, in their infinite wisdom, impose
impossible conditions on us, or, compel us to follow Paths, altogether beyond our compre-
hension and ability Rather, they set up before us something suited to us, and most
encouragingly assured us that this Path of ordinary ethical disciplines, too, can take us
to the coveted goal of Salvation. To, Jammism 1s a Universal Philosophy—not a Philosophy
of mere high speculations, profound thinking, hair-splitting argumentations,—but a Philo-
sophy of correct behaviour, pure action, proper endeavours. This 1s within the reach of all—
high knowledge 1s not, but right action 1s It 1s also a Umiversal Religion—not a Religion
of God, not a Religion of Ritualism, not a Religion of mere empty forms and codes and
conventions—but a living, loving Religion of Humanism, mvolving Love of Man, Service of

Man, Sacrifice for Man

Our gratefulness to Lord Madavira knows no bounds for this, simply for this  His
was a System for the masses, for the man 1n the street, for the common people, for
ordmary individuals , and so 1t 1s a very modern system, ammng at awakening for masses,
equal rights and privileges for all, and finally, at ““One World”—where there will no distinc-
tions whatsoever between man and man on grounds of castes and creeds and status and
posttion at all, but all will be taken to be absolutely equal, with equal rights, equal oppor-
nities, equal dignity, equal honour, equal status

Our salutation to Lord Mahavira, who so many years ago, envisaged and actuahised
such a lofty World-Ideal with so such ease and perfection, heralding a new golden dawn of
Visva-Priti—Visva-Maitri— Visva-Santi— Visva-Seva—Visva-Tyaga  Umiversal-Love— Uni-
versal-Fraternity— Universal-Peace— Universal-Service— Universal-Sacrifice  May we all
follow his noble foot-steps , and fructify his eternal message for the benefit and uplift of all,

T
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GLIMPSES OF JAINOLOGY

(Dr RAM CHANDRA ADHIKARI)

1. The term ‘“Jainology’’ 1s not very familiar to most people. It includes within
its purview Jaina religion and philosophy , art and architecture specific i character , buico-
graphy by Jaina samants ; contribution to various sciences like medicine, botany, zoology
etc, some of them have been handed down from hoary antiquity, while many are compiled
after the date of the last pathfinder Bhagwan Mahavira Swami (an older contemporary of
gautama Buddha). Certainly he 1s more known than the pathfinder in the world who
preceded him but he 1s not the founder of the extensive philosophy and religion of the Jainas.
Foreign scholars, curiously enough, have written-Jaimism 1s a branch of Buddhism  The
earliest Tirthankara 1s mentioned 1 the Rigveda, regarded as the most ancient treatise in

Indsa.

2. The twenty two Tirthankaras are not regarded as historical personalities
History is not constant always and so-called historical facts are not necessary mathematical
truths, Jainism has a very long history, the predecessors of Bhagwan Mahavira Swami
transmutted down the tenets successively through centuries, possibly millenia  Sr1 Aurobindo
once wrote “that Jesuschrist existed 1s not proved beyond doubt”. The older pathfinders

are ‘bridge personalities” Linking the past with present

3. History of a rehigion or philosophy is not so important as their influence on
the thoughts of people that the religion of the Shramanas (as distinguished from Vedicexpo-
nents) spread for and wide Jn the south and West even 1n Sri Lanka 1s solid truth of

observation.

4. Bhagwan Mahavira demonstrated the way of life to be followed by his example
as well as precepts. Man 1s the hughest of creation and the level of humanity 1s reached in
the process of evolution. Possessed of an eternal unperishable soul, man 1s capable of
reaching the state of bliss and be atitude here or hereafter by personal individual endeavour,
independent of any supermundane agency Of heavenly grace Men differ from one another
because their souls are polluted with dirt of therr own karma-action in Iife, good or bad
according to ethical standard. Life span, birth 1n a particular environ misery or happiness-
all are the resultant of his personal karma Naturally, many births have to be recogmsed to

each the goal of bliss, not to come down to the world full of misery and evil.

ectarian rehigion nor limited to any particular region or

rce  There 15 evidence of the fact that Bengal was influenced by Lord Mahavira  The city
of Bardhaman (anglicised 1nto Burdwan) was a place where he preached Archacological
finds have shown relics of Jamnism 1 the Eastern parts of Bengal.

5. Thus Jainism 1s not a S



6 The master taught us, there are souls everywhere but polluted by karma which
needs be purged souls are discrete but similar in all characteristics, capable of rising
eminence or degradation  So the soul of another creature are not be hated or ignored
Toleration 1s the watchword of the teaching. Tolerance of others viewpoints, sins and
crimes naturally endangers humility and charity We do not like to be hated, molested so
we should not think of others to be low or inferior

7 This 1s the real significance of Ahimsa in mind speech and body. If one
follows that all throughout his Iife, he banishes ego-hood and his example will inspire all
members of the society, community or a nation

8. Right vision, nght knowledge and right conduct are difficult to obtain quickly
All our views are tamnted with subjective personal peculiarities To reach perfection 1s
the Sumum Bonum 1n earthly life, when there 1s no bar 1n knowing everything and
all  Otherwise, egoism will lead us astray, cloud our vision, Hatred and enmity will prevail

n socilety

9 There have been attempts to stabilise equality amongst men n different times
and fratenrity has been an oft quoted term  But an unperfect creature can not rectify the
ills of sociely

10 This 1s the lesson we have learnt from the master, mere precepts will not go
far  “Iness” & “Myness’” have got to be obliterated to make the earth clean, pure and
perfect. We make mistakes very often, do wrong to others as well as to ourselves but
unless we are humble to confess those and at one for them, the state of affairs will be worse
and worse For the fleting pleasures of the earth people have created disasters History
is-replete with 1nstances of personal aggrandisement of megalomaniacs  But all worldly
possessions are short lives, sucalled fame and glory sink into oblivion

11 Living examples of the world teachers show the path, We bow down to them

12 They are the heroes In the strict sense of the term  Not a conqueror who
rules by blood and sweat but all his senses are under his control Lust and anger, malice
and arrogance can not allure him. We offer our submission to them



The Spiritual and Ethical Values
of Jainism.
Dr. PUSHPA BOTHRA

Jainism as a religious process, has two aspects, the imner and outer. From one
point of view, it'is a state of belief and feeling, an inward spiritual disposition, and from
the other point of view, 1t gives ground to the ethical values It 1s not very different from
the other developed religious mn 1ts aim  Spiritual realisation 1s the aim of Jainism, as well
as 1t accepts the moral ends for the developing spiritual hife. Bodily and mental discipline
and meditation are necessary for the purification of the self  Without perfection of the
self, the spiritual realisation 1s not possible, according to Jaimism. Therefore the Tirthanka-
ras have shown the way of life which leads to perfection of the self.

Every self (Jiva), according to the Jainas, is perfection its own nature, but due to
ignorance and worldly affairs 1t becomes imperfect It possesses different kinds of passions
and 1t has to take birth i the world. But gradually, when 1t gives up all passions or 1t
conquires all the passions, 1t gamns the highest perfection and becomes supreme self (Jina or
arthanta). And 1t reaches above the stage of bondage. The passions are called as enemy
of the self, one who kills them 1s called arihanta or one who conquures them is called Jina.

But 1t 1s very difficult to give up all passions at once. It requires a long practice
of mental and bodily disciplme and meditation. The Jaina Tirthankaras have shown the
way, 1t 1s called the path of three jewels.

t

! The three jewels are samyaka darsana, samyaka Jnana, and Samyaka CHARITRA
(right faite, right knowledge and right conduct) In other words, the three jewels are the
three aspects of the path to perfection  These three cannot exist exclusively of each other,
but they are the supplementary to one another. In this article I will try to explain the
nature and value of Triratna of the Janas, which become helpful to lead a moral life as wel]
as to reach the spirttual.

(1) Samyaka Daisana—Generally, itis called as a faith in the principles of
Jamnism. But from the real pomnt of view or from mscayadrsti, samyaka darsang means ‘g
sense or a feeling of the reahsatlon of self. Thus *samyaks darsana” means true vision of
self. One has the experience of the self itself other than the body. We may compare 1t
with ‘Viveka Jnana® of the Sammkhya yoga and the Advaita systems of philosophy. Therefore
samyaka darsana 18 the first necessary condition n the way to perfection  One should know
at first, what 1s self, and what 1s the relation between self and body. But the realisation of



vow of non violence. This practice of Samit1 or carefulness 1n his activities will make him
a good civilised citizen.

The five vows are the basis for the spiritual and etbical practice n Jaimism We
will try to explain them one by one 1n the Jaina sense

(A) Ainmsa or the Vow of non-violence—The Jaina attitude of ahumsa 1s based
on the feeling of kindness and sympathy. All iving beings are equal as they all possess
consciousness of pleasure and pain  Therefore one should be kind to every living being
Ahimsa 1s not only limited to not killing of any hving being but also none should be forced
to do anything against his wish. One should not commit violence even 1n thought.
Thoughts and 1deas must be pure. If one thinks to kill or to give troubles to others, he
commuts violence in thought 1t 1s called bhavalumsa Violence 1n action as well as mn
thought should be omitted according to Jainism

On the other hand, the Jainas are not narrow minded They have realised that
1n some cases or 1n some cases or i some special circumstances one has to comit violence,
as for example, in the time of war or inself-defence or for the defence of country, society
or rehgion etc But n all such cases the aim should be ‘to save’ something, or the aim
should be pure The Jainas therefore has divided limsa or violence 1n four types.

(@) Udyanihimsa or violence i profession—One should not do any profession
which depends on violence or one have to kill some hving beings, just as the profession of
butcher fisherman, eggman, profession of leather and hear etc  Udyamilumsa should be
omnutted 1 any case

(b) Samkalpihimsa or intentioral violence—One should not commut violence inten-
tionally. Samkalpihimsa includes violence for the sake of fun or violence performed under
intense passion.

(c) Aramhlilumsa or umntentional violence—Inspite of carefulness, we commit
violence some times ; unintentionally, as 1n walking, cooking etc A householder cannot
save himself for commtting this types of violence but oneshould be careful to do his daily

routine.

(d) Virodlulimsa or violence mn defensive works—Violence 1 defensive works 1s
called virodhilimsa  Although Virodhilumsa 1s a type of violence, but 1n some special con-
ditions a householder has to commuit 1t, as for example, 1n self defence or for the defence of
people, country or religion etc  But the aim should be ‘to save’ something, not agreessive.
A householder can take part 1n war 1n order to save his country

(B) Satya or the vow of faithfulness—Truthfulness 1s not speaking what 1s only
true, but speaking what 1s true as well as good and pleasant  Truthfulness should be used
1n thought, speech and action  Even one should not favour any false argument.

1

(C) Asteya or the vow of non-steahng—Generally, this vow consists 1n not taking
what 1s not given  But abatement of theft receiving stolen property, violating state rules,
use of false weights and measures and adulteration etc  all should be ommuitted.

(D) Brhmacharya or the vow of self control—This vow 1s generally interpreted as



the self 1s not easy task. One should develop some moral qualities. A right beliver or
samyaka dristi must possess the following four essential virtues :—

(a) Prasama or calmness
(b) Samvega or detachment.
(c) Anukampa or kindness.

(d) Astikya or realisation.

One should do practice seriously these virtues in his Iife. Due to a long practice
of these virtues, one can realise the true nature of the self. Only a faith in the existence of
self or in the principles of Jainism 1s not enough. But samyaka darsana has its spiritual
and....... Practical values, these are necessary conditions for one, who wants to know true
nature of the self. Calmness, detachment, kindness and self-realisation make the self more
pure and perfect. One should practice these virtues 1n the every field of life.

(2) Samyaka Jnana— Right knowledge, does not here mean a knowledge epistemo-
logically right  But right knowledge 1s that which leads to spiritual msight. Right know-
ledge should help in the realisation of truth. In other words, the knowledge which helps to
know the true nature of the self. Such knowledge teaches us what are theessential qualities
of the self, how one can get them, what are the causes of bondage, (BANDH), how can
one remove 1gnorance and how one can get perfection. One can acquire right knowledge
either from scriptures or from great saints.

(3) Samyaka Charitra—As mentioned before, the mental and bodily discipline are
necessary for the perfection of the self. The passions can be removed by the practice of
moral laws. In other words, moral end helps for the developing spiritual hife. Therefore
the jains have introduced a way of life, based on some moral laws and this 1s called Samyaka
Charitra or night conduct. I will try to explain the important rules of right conduct,
these are : the five vows, the three fold path of self discipline and the practice of six kinds
of carefulness. The five vows are the vow of ahimsa or non violence, the vow of satya or
truthfulness, the vow of asteya or non-stealing, the vow of Brahmachrya or self control
and the vow of aparigraha or non possession. The three fold path of self disciphine are the
manogupti, vacanagupty and kayagupti (the discipline of mind, speech and body). And the
six kinds or carefulness (samuti) are :

(a) irya samti (Carefulness in walking)
(b) bhasa samit (Carefulness in speech).
(c) esana samiti (Carefulness 1n eating),
(d) dana samiti (Carefulness in hfting),
(e) niksepa samiti (Carefulness in laying down),
(f) wutsarga samiti (Carefulness m deposing waste) products.
One could do his every day work as carefully as possible to him, that his activities would

not be harmful to others, even to a small ant or worm. The practice of samuti or the
carefulness in his all activities would make his kind and would be helpful to deserve the



I3

that of celibacy. But a householder has advised to consider all women except one’s wife as
mother, sister or daughter.

(E) Aparigraha or the vow of non-possession—A house holder should try to limit
his activities for possessions Because parigraha 1s the cause of all attachments and it 15
also an obstacle to self realisation

Again, the Jainas have divided the five vows 1n two grades, the small vows
(Anuvrata) and the great vows (mahavrata) The small vows are for the householders, these
are the partial vows. These are not very strict, because a householder has some respon-
sibilities towards his family. society and country And the great vows are for the monks
who have not any attachment towards either the family or society or country Therefore,‘the
vows for the monks are more strict than the householders, as for example, a householder
can comit virodhilumsa 1n self defence but a monk cannot commit any kind of violence. He
must over power all difficulties due to his high moral and spiritual power )

The difference between the anuvrata and mahavrata lies 1 quantity not in quality,
The fundamental spirit behind the vows 1s the same We can say that the vows of the
householder 1s the first step towards self discipline, while the mahavratas are the final stage
of discipline  All vows should be observed i1n thought, speech and action. Otherwise they
would not fulfil the aim to reach high moral and spiritual gnd.

We have gone through a short description of the triratna or the threefold path of
the Jamnas. Right faith, right knowledge and right conduct cannot exist exclusively to each
other  Right conduct with right faith and right knowledge only can lead to perfection of the
self. Bodily and mental discipline 15 useless 1if one follows 1t blindly  Therefore the Janas
assert samyaka darsana and samyakamana as the necessary conditions for the success of
samyaka caritra. In other words, samyaka darsana and samyaka jmana are the states of
belief and feeling and have their spiritual sigmficance while, samyaka charitra 1s a ground for
moral end  All the three have then equal value and the three aie the supplementary to
each other
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