Jain Literature in Kannada 39 @

CEPP PP T0 04 34 PSP P6 2400 00 S0 R IR P ML F4 44000441 0 H4 S0 00 00 54 04 S0 00 4202900 0 40 400 60 $H R4 0 00 L aaasadad ol ad

Jain Literature in Kannada

Dr. B. K. Khadabadi, M. A,, Ph. D.
3, Pal Building, Saptapur, Dharwar.
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Jain Literature in General

Jaina literature in its earliest phase is found in Prakrit viz., Ardhamigadhi and Jaina
Sauraseni. According to the Svetambara tradition, after Lord Mahavira taught the Sacred Laws
in the Ardhamagadhi language, his teachings, as received and composed by Sudharmai (the 5th
Ganadhara) in the twelve Angas, were preserved through svadhydya on the tongues of genera-
tions of monks for about a thousand years and then were finally put to writing, more or less, in
the same language? at the Vallabhi Council convened by Devardhiganiin 454 A. D. According
to the Digambara tradition, the canonical knowledge of the twelve Anigas was almost lost except
some portion of the 12th Anga and a part of the 5th Aniga which have been preserved in the Sat-
khandagama by the great foresight of Acdrya Dharasena and the sincere efforts of the two
learned monks Puspadanta and Bhiitabali who composed it in Jaina Sauraseni between the 1st
and 2nd centuries A. D.? Besides almost all other works of the pro-canon of the Digambaras
have also been composed in Jaina Sauraseni.

After the appearance of the principal canonical works in Ardhaméagadhi and Jaina
Sauraseni, commentaries of varied types were written in Jaina Maharastri, Jaina Sauraseni and
also in Sanskrit. Thereafter Jaina teachers and scholars commenced to produce original works in
Sanskrit, in addition to those in Prakrit, possibly to convince and propagate their religious tenets
in Sanskrit-knowing circles and also to expand their influence over rival groups and others by
composing worthy works of secular nature too, There also arose a situation when Sanskrit
was preferred to Prakrit as a literary medium. Shri K. M. Munshi, observes :®* “The revolt in
favour of using Sanskrit as against Prakrit, headed by Siddhasena Divakara (C. 533 A. D.) was
an attempt to raise the literature and the thought of the Jainas to the high intellectual level

attained by those of the Brahmins. This revolt naturally met with considerable opposition from
the orthodox Sadhvs.”

Moreover whereVer the Jaina teachers moved and settled down they adopted the language
of the soil, cultivated it and produced in it excellent works of varied interests. Tamil and
Kannada literatures stand out as classical examples of this Jaina feat in South India, whereas
Apabhrarhsa (the forerunaer of the New Indo-Aryan languages), Hindi, Rajasthaol and Gujarati
hold out this fact to a notable extent in North India. Thus in the long cultural history of India,
the contribution of the Jainas to Indian literature and thought can be seen through the media of
Prakrit (Ardhamigadhi, Jaina Sauraseni, Jaina Mahirastri and Apabhram$éa) and Sanskrit,
through Hindi, Rajasthani, Gujarati in North India and Tamil and Kannada in South India. And
this contribution, as assessed by eminent scholars like Winternitz,* is of no mean value.

Jaina Literatare in South Indian Languages
The beginning and growth of Jaina literature in South Indian languages is invariably

@)
o




m @ <is et gewafa afwsaw uw : g gz

BTy
E1)

g

connected with the advent and prosperity of Jainism in South India. According to a well-known
South Indian tradition, Jainism entered into South India with the great migration of the Jaina
Sangha, headed by the Srutakevali Bhadrabdhu and accompanied by his royal disciple Candra-
gupta, who left Madhyade$a owing to the twelve year famine, moved to the South and had their
first colony at Kalbappu (§ravanabe1gola) in C. 300 B.C. Then a part of the Sangha under
ViSakhacirya moved fruther to the Tamil country. But an evidence of the existence of Jainism
in Ceylon in C. 400 B.C. led scholars to serious thinking and, then, to a reasonable conclusion
that Jainism had made its entrance into the Telugu country via Kalinga during the life-time of
Mabhavira himself (C. 600 A. D.), passed on to the Tamil country and then reached Ceylon and
that consequently the Jaina followers were already in Karnatak before the great migration.®

This acceptable track of Jainism in South India would naturally tempt us to expect from
the Talugu region, which was the first and earliest to receive the Jaina teachers and scholars, rich
and varied forms of Jaina literature in the Telugu language. But the actual state of things is quite
different : there are found just less than a half dozen Jaina works belonging to the later period,
the earliest available literary work in the language being the Mahabhdrata of Nannayya Bhatta
(C. 1050 A.D.). But taking into consideration the very early advent of Jainism into the Telugu
country, the available Jaina epigraphs and the various Jaina vestiges, scholars opine that at the
beginning Jainism had its hold in several parts of the Telugu country. Then rivalling with
Buddhism on one hand and the Hindu reaction on the other, it established its influence over
different strata of society and had made Krishna and Guntur districts its strong-holds. The 9th
and 10th centuries were prosperous for it. By the middle of the 11th century, the mighty and
violent Hindu revival swept it away when all Jaina literary works might have been destroyed.® The
names like danavulapadu (Place of demons) given to a Jaina vestige is sufficient to indicate the
whole dreadful story.” Hence it will not be hazardous if we surmise a Jaina period in the Telugu
literary history between the 9th and 11th centuries.

But in the Tamil country, which received Jainism in two streams as noted above, Jaina
literature had a good beginning and considerable growth until the Saiva saints and the Vaispava
Alvaras strongly reacted and produced vast literature of their own. As usual the Jaina monks and
scholars soon picked up the Tamil language, cultivated it for literary usage and produced in it a
good amount of literature in its varied branches : inscriptions, poetry, prosody, grammar, lexico-
graphy, mathematics, astrology etc.® To mention a few :® Tolkdappivam (C. 450 A.D.)—the most
authentic Tamil grammar, Tirukkural (C. 600 A.D.)'*—the immortal Tamil Veda, Silappadikaram
(C. 800 A.D.)—the well-known Tamil classic of abiding interest, Jivaka Cintamani (C. 1000 A.D.)
—the great romantic epic and Vasudevanar Sindam ( 7),** which is based on the Pai$aci Brhat-
katha of Gunadhya and which stands in rank with the Prakrit Vasudevahindi—are all by Jaina
authors. The Tamil Jaina inscriptions, as observed by scholars in the field,*2 clearly show the
Jaina contribution to the growth of Tamil language and literature.

When we come to the Malayilam langauge of Keral, the Southern portion of the west
coast of India, we do not find any Jaina contribution in it. The reason is obvious that it happens
to be the youngest of the Dravidian group of languages which had its distinctive existence just by
the 10th century.A.D. Until when Sendamil (Pure Tamil) was the sole language of the land. The
first Malayalam literary pieces go back to C. 13th century A. D.2? Yet there are reasons to
believe that Jainism had its spread and roots in this country too. It is interesting to note that
Prof. A. Chakravarti, while presenting critical observations on the Silappadikaram, writes4
“*Mr. Logan in his Malbar District Manual states several important points indicating the Jaina
influence over the people of Malbar coast before the introduction of Hinduism.” Moreover,
Dr. P. B. Desai, basing his study on the notes on the Chitral inscription and the Jaina vestiges in
Travanacore published in the Travanacore Archaeological Series, Vol. I (1910-13), pp. 193 ff., and
Vol. II (1920), pp. 125 ff., comes to conclusion that approximately the age of 9th to 11th centuries
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constituted the glorious period of Jainism in Keral.** Hence we can reasonably expect some
Jaina literature produced in Keral during this period. But according to the linguistic picture of
the country of this period, as viewed above, such literature could be in Tamil alone :

And lastly coming to Kannada, we find that this has been for the Jaina scholars—monks
and lay disciples, the most favourite of the South Indian languages in which they have left a very
rich literary heritage in addition to their contributing significantly to the general cultural wealth
of the land which they have described as the home of Jainism in one of their inscription.1¢

Jaioa Literature in Kannada

Jaina literature in Kannada, being vast and varied, is a topic for an independent mono-
graph. Hence taking just a bird’s researching eye-view of it or presenting a descriptive and critical
sketch of outstanding works and authors, high-lighting some of the findings of the recent resear-
ches, could alone be within the range of my attempt here.2”

The earliest available Jaina literature in Kannada can be said to be in inscriptional form
belonging to C. 7th century A.D. and even a little earlier. In the epigraphic wealth of Karnataka
the Jaina share is of considerable volume and value™® and it extends even up to the end of the
18th century. Many of the Kannada Jaina inscriptions are metrically composed and have
high poetic quality. Some of them also provide us with varied data of religious, social
and political importance. It can be remembered with pride that the appearance of the Srava-
nabelgola inscriptions in the Epigrapbia Carnatica Volumes gave the Jaina studies a historic
and scientific turn and inspired towards the birth of the esteemed volumes of the Jaina Sildlekba
Sangraba in the M. D. J. series.

Then the earliest available Jaina literary work in Kannada is the Kavirdjamarga, a treatise
on poetics, of Nrpatuniga, the Rastrakata King, also known as Amoghavarsa (815—877 A.D.)
who was a disciple of Acarya Jinasena. This work on poetics naturally presupposes the existence
of a pretty good number of earlier Kannada works. Nypatunga mentions several names of earlier
eminent writers of Kannada prose and poetry : Vimala, Udaya, Nagarjuna, Jayabandhu and
Durvinita as eminent prose-writers ; Srivijaya, Kaviévara, Papdita, Candra and Lokapila as re-
nowned poets. Unfortunately we do not get any exact and decisive information about these
authors, Durvinita is identified as the Ganga King who was a disciple of Devanandi or Piijyapada.
Kavi$vara is surmised as Kaviparamesthi praised by the Acaryas Jinasena and Gunabhadra. Any
way it is quite possible that several of these authors were Jains.

Besides such eminent authors there are a few great ones who, along with their works, are
known by references only : Syamakundacarya wrote a commentary in 12,000 gathas on the
Satkhanddgama and Kasdya Prabhrta in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Kannada. He is placed in C. 600
A. D. Tumbaliricirya wrote on these very works another commentary in Kannada, named
Ciidamani extending over 91,000 giathas. He is placed between round-about 650 A.D. More-
over some so far unidentified scholar wrote on the Tatvdrthasitra an exhaustive commentary in
Kannada extending over 96,000 gathas. Though anything definite about its date cannot be
said, it must be more or less on the same antiquity as that of the two commentaries on the
Satkhanddgama noted above. Lastly, Bbrajsnu wrote in Kannada a voluminous commentary on
the Milaradhana (Bhagavati Aradhana).?® It appears to have been in prose and possibly belong-
ing to the period anterior to that of Nrpatunga.

Had these four commentarial works, together with those of the eminent authors
mentioned by Nrpatunga, been available to us, the glory of the early Kannada literature, as
mainly built by the Jaina teachers and scholars, would have stood before our eyes in its far
factual vividity than could be just conjectured now; and also the early line of development of
Kannada literature could have been restored to a great extent. Hence all these four commenta-
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rial works can be said to represent a hidden landmark in the history of carly Kannada literature
and ] am tempted to call the period covered by these works, together with a few other ones,2°
the Period of the great Jaina Commentories, which could in all probability be the 6th and 7th
centuries A. D.

Next to Kavirgjamdrga is available the Vaddaradhane (C. 925 A. D.) the earliest available
prose work in Kannada which is based on the Mularadhand (Bhagavati Arddhana) of $ivarya.
It'is an dradhana Kathakosa standing in rank with similar Kathdkosas of Harisena, Sricandra,
Nemidatta and Prabhacandra. This can be said to be the only Aradhana Kathikosa in modern
Indian languages, Aryan or Dravidian, and hence, is of great oriental value. It shows consi-
derable influence of the diction of the Prakrit narrative works and is unparallelled in Kannada
literature in respect of its excellence of language and literary style.2! Along with this classic can
be mentioned another prose work, the Cavundarayapurana (C. 978 A. D.), composed by the
great Camundardya. The prose of this work shows some Prakrit influence; but the language is
more Sanskrit-ridden.

Now entering the realm of poetry, we first meet Pampa (941 A. D.), the greatest of the
Kannada poets. He is known as the Adikavi of Karnataka. His Adipurana and Vikramérjuna-
vijaya, composed in the Camp style, are the masterpieces in Kannada literature. Ponna (C. 950
A.D.), known as Kavicakravarti, composed his Santipurana in the same Campa style. Ranna
(C. 993 A.D.). also entitled as Kavicakravarti by the Cilukya King Tailapa, gave us the far
esteemed Ajitapurana and Gaddyudha. All these three poets are known as the Ratnatraya of
Kannada literature.

Among other eminent Jaina poets who flourished after this great trio, the following are
worthy of special mention along with their respective works : Santinathapurana (1068 A. D )—
Sukumdracarita; Nagacandra or Abhinavapampa (C. 1100 A. D.)—Ramcandracaritapurana and
Mallindthapurana  Brahmasdiva (C.1100 A. D.)—Samayaparikse and Trailokyacadimani
Stotra; Nayasena (C. 1112 A.D.)— Dharm@myta; Nemicandra (C. 1170 A. D.)—Nemindthapurana
known as Aristanemi and also a secular romance called Lildvari; Aggala (C. 1189 A.D.)—Candra-
prabhapurana; Bandhuvarma (C. 1200 A.D.)—Harivarh$a Purana; Gunavarma 11 (C. 1225 A.D.)--
Puspadantapurdna; Janna (C. 1230 A. D.)—Ya$odharacarita and Anantandthapurana, Andayya
(C. 1300 A.D.)—Kabbigara Kava, an interesting secular work written in pure Kannada without
the mixture of Sanskrit words; Nagaraja (C. 1331 A.D.)— Punyasrava, Mudhura (C. 1385 A.D.)--
D harmandthapurana; Bhaskara (C. 1424 A, D.)—Jivandharacarite; Bommarasa (C. 1485 A, D.)—
Sanatkumaracarite; and Ratndkaravarni (C. 1557 A. D.)— Bharatesa Vaibhava.

The Jainas, being the earliest cultivators of the Kannada language, have predominantly
conrtibuted to its grammar, lexicography, prosody and poetics : Nagavarma’s (I) Karndtaka-
Bhasabhisana (C. 1145) in Sanskrit Sutras, Kesiraja’s fabdamanidarpana (C. 1260 A.D.) in
Kannada and Bhattikalanka’s Sabdanusasana (1604 A. D.) in Sanskrit with his own exhaustive
commentary are well-known grammatical works among which that of Ke§irdja is accepted as the
most authoritative one. Ranna’s Rannakanda and Nagavarma’s (II) Vastukosa are the earliest
O] O lexicons. Nagavarma’s (I) Chandombundhi (C. 990 A. D.) is the earliest extinct work on Kannada
prosody. Nypatunga’s Kavirgjamarga (C. 815 A. D.), Nagavarma’s Kavyavalokana (C. 1145
A. D.) and Silva’s Rasaratnikara (C. 1500 A. D.) are notable works on Kannada poetics.

Besides inscriptions and commentaries, poetry and prose (with biography, religion,
philosophy, metaphysics, logic etc.) grammar and lexicography, prosody and poetics, the Jaina
scholars also applied themselves to several other fields like Mathematics, - astrology, medicine,
veterinary science, toxicology, cookery etc. and have produced many interesting books on these
subjects. The last notable Jaina contribution to Kannada literature may be said to be in the
fied of history—rather quasi-history (Jaina traditional history and chronology) i. e., the Rajéva-
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Iikathe by Devacandra, composed at the instance of a queen of the Mysore Royal Family. The
number of Jaina authors in Kannada, as noted by the late M. M. R. Narasimhachar some forty
years ago, is about two hundred.?® To this number may be added another hundred found in o
recent years. A cursory survey of the Kannada Prantiva Tadapatriya Granthastci *® and the List
of Unmentioned works of the History of Kannada Literature® shows that there are numerous
Kannada Jaina authors and Jaina works (some without the author’s names) awaiting publication.
All these are of the nature of commentaries on the Prakrit works of Kundakunda, Vattakera.
Kartikeya, Nemicandra etc., their translations and digests, their imitations, Purapas, Caritas,
collections of stories etc. ‘

Conclusion

The Jaina teachers and scholars happen to be the earliest cultivators of Kannada language
for literary purpose. Unfortunately the earlier line of the development of Kannada literature, for
the laying of which mainly the Jaina scholars appear to have been responsible; is not traceable.
The great Kannada Jaina Commentaries on the pro-canonical works in Prakrit and Sanskrit re-
present a hidden landmark in the early history of Kannada literature of the 6th and 7th centuries
A.D. There must have flourished several Jaina writers of prose and poetry during the period of
the 7th and 8th centuries A.D. i.e, prior to the appearance of the Kavirdjamdrga and a pretty
good number of the authors mentioned in it must have been Jaina teachers and scholars. The
period between the 9th and 13th centuries A.D. can reasonably called not only the Jaina Period
but also the ‘Augustan Age’ of Kannada literature, though Jaina authors continued to appear here
and there up to the middle of the 19th Century A.D. The Jaina literature in Kanpada though
religious in the main, it also possesses a number of secular works produced for the benefit of
day-to-day life of the people at large. In respect of antiquity Jaina Literature in Tamil stands first
and that in Kannada stands next, not only among South Indian languages but also when compared
with that in north Indian ones. But in extent and range, Jaina literature in Kannada surpasses
that in Tamil too. Thus the contribution of Jainism to Kannada literature is unique ; and early
literature, to a certain extent, has often served as an authentic source of religious, social and poli-
tical history of a community in India as also elsewhere. Hence without a thorough study of Jaina
literature in Kannada, the Jaina Studies in general would not only remain incomplete but even
rather poor. '
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