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INTRODUCTION

Pt. Nathuram Premi’s name is quite familiar to the student of
Hindi literature, and the Orientalist knows him as the General
Editor of the Manikachandra D. Jaina Granthamala which has
issued some forty volumes containing unpublished Jaina works in
Prakrit and Sanskrit and in which are lately published the magni-
ficent volumes of Nyayakumudacandra of Prabhacandra edited
by Pt. Mahendrakumar and the Mahapurana of Puspadanta
edited by Dr. P. L. Vaidya.

It was at the close of the last century that Oriental Scholars
got access to the Jaina Bhandaras. Due to the efforts of some
Provincial Governments many Jaina Mss. were brought to light:
some of them were welcomed by European Universities that were
taking keen interest in Indological studies and many others were
collected and catalogueqd in India by experts. So far as Western
India is concerned, the Reports prepared by Bhandarkar, Peterson
and others contained such a rich harvest of new material that
many scholars came to be interested in the study of Jaina litera-
ture and chronology as a part of Indian literature and history.
Complaints were already being made against Indian literature
in general that it was wanting in historical facts abdut
the authors® and their dates; but the details about many Jaina
authors and their contemporaries and predecessors brought to light
by Biihler, Bhandarkar, Peterson etc. from literary sources and by
Rice, Narasimhachar and others from epigraphic sources were not
only reliable but proved also to be valuable landmarks in Indian
history and literature. The various details about Jaina Nyaya
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literature discussed by Pathak and Vidyabhushan evoked much
interest, and for years together their conclusions held the ground.

Among the elderly Jaina scholars who were specially attracted
by the results of Bhandarkar, Peterson, Pathak, Vidyabhushan
etc., the names of Dalal, Jinavijayaji, Jugalkishore and Premi
stand foremost; and their studies have been a source of inspira-
tion to many Jaina scholars of the younger generation. With a
remarkable forethought they realized the importance of Jaina colle-
ctions of Mss., visited them, took down notes and their Prasastis
and kept themselves busy in bringing to light important facts
about Jaina authors and their compositions. Unluckily Dalal died
a premature death; but that which stands against his name bears
eloquent testimony to his earnest scholarship. The remaining
three scholars are still amidst us and are continuing their studies
in Indian literature in general and Jaina literature in particular.

Pt. Premiji wrote a number of monographs on various Jaina
authors, and his Vidvadratnamala ( Bombay 1912 ) contained six
essays on Jinasena-Gunabhadra, Aéadhara, Amitagati, Vadiraja,
Mallisena and Samantabhadra. During subsequent years his desire
to collect information about different Jaina authors and their works
went on increasing, with the result that he contributed many
papers to his Jaina Hitaishi with which later on Pt. Jugalkishore
also came to be associated. Some of the Introductions of the
volumes of Manikachandra D. Jaina Granthamala show that both
of them were bringing to light a large mass of facts. Pt. Premi’s
essay on the Jaina Hindi Literature ( Jaina Hitaishi vols. XII. pp.
541-568, XIII. pp. 10-35 ), presented to the seventh session of
the Hindi Sahitya Sammelana, Jubbalpore, clearly shows how
studiously he must have worked in different Bhandaras to collect
historical and chronological data.

Though he spends a busy life as the Proprietor of the Hind}
Grantha Ratnakara Karyalaya, Bombay, his yearning for research
still continues unabated, and his note-books have gone on swelling



7

for the last few years. He is a real scholar with whom the search
for truth weighs above everything; and he never hesitates to set
aside his personal predilections in the light of newly discovered
facts. Thus he is a scholar and a sport; and a new fact, a novel
interpretation or a fresh approach to the problemis always wel-
comed by him. Being a scholar of progressive mind, Premiji
often thought that he should revise some of this earlier papers in
the light of new facts and place before the scholars the unpubli-
shed material that was lying with him. The desire of our veteran
scholar has materialised in this book; and it gives me great joy to
introduce this volume to students of Indian literature in general
and Jaina literature in particular.

The title of the book, Jaina Sahitya aura Itihasa, plainly indi-
cates that the topics discussed here fall into two broad divisions:
those dealing with problems connected with Jaina literature and
others dealing with socio-historical topics relating to Jainism.

Yipaniya Samgha was one of the important schisms in Jainism,
and in some of the early inscriptions it is mentioned along with
Digambara and Svetimbara Sarhghas. Pt. Premi’s discussion about
the Yapaniya literature (pp. 41-60 & 571 ) is full of suggestions
which necd further investigation. In his essay on the Caityavasa
and Vanavisa (pp. 347-69 & 570), he haslaid under obligation both
the Digambara and Svetambara sources, and traced this twofold
tendency as developed in the Digambara and Svetambara ascetic
organisation. In his discussion about the Jaina holy places ( pp.
185-222 ), the literary evidence has been subjected to critical
scrutiny, and a good deal of side-light is thrown on their history.
Jaina monks toured from place to place excepting in the rainy
season; and some interesting records of their journey have come
down to us. Pt. Premi has presented to us a critical study of the
Jaina holy places in the South ( pp. 223-238) described by
Silavijaya in his Tirthamala ( Sarwat 1740 ). Itis a record of
great topographical interest. Somewhat connected with the Jaina
holy places is another paper (pp.239-50) in which Premiji
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>oks historically at the quarrels raged in the Jaina community
bout the ownership of holy places. This article should be an
ye-opener to those who are wasting their energy and money on
ndless litigation.

Turning to the'literary papers, some of them are mainly devo-
xd to the study of various authors; and naturally their works are
numerated, their dates are discussed, and references to them are
ut together from various sources. Devanandi and Sékat_ﬁyana
pp. 93-128, 151-62 ) are eminent grammarians whose treatises
n Sanskrit grammar, with their different commentaries, have
ome down to us. Adadhara and Amitagati (pp. 129-49, 172-82)
rere versatile writers whose works have a great didactic value.
't. Premi’s essay on A$adhara is packed with information; and
$adhara impresses us as an outstanding personality of his age.
lastimalla and Vadicandra ( pp. 260-271) were playwrights
rhose Sanskrit dramas and other works have come to light.
inasena I ( pp. 420-33) Virasena, Jinasena II and Gunabhadra
pp. 497-523 ) and Camundariaya and his contemporaries have
:ft a great stamp on subsequent Jaina works. Virasena was a
eritable storehouse of Jaina learning, and his worthy pupil Jina-
ena was in no way inferior to his great master. The Puranas
omposed by Jinasena and Gunabhadra have served as a model
> many other authors. The great works that some of them
roduced and the royal patronage that they enjoyed have marked
ut a definite period for them in the cultural history of Jainism.
Jaricandra ( pp. 472-76 ), Vadibhasimha ( pp. 477-82 ) Dhana.
1jaya ( pp. 463-66 ), Vadirajasiri ( pp. 397-405) and Mahasena
pp. 183-86 ) were worthy masters of Sanskrit language; and
ome of their works possess great literary merit. Amrtacandra
pp. 457-60 ) and Padmaprabha ( pp. 453-56 ) were remarkabi:
piritual poets, and their commentaries are a model of facile
anskrit expression. Srutasigara (pp. 407-12) was mainly a
>mmentator and Sricandra (pp. 335-339) an annotator. Prabha-
indra was a voluminous writer ( pp. 335-339 ), but his fame,

Y
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like that of Anantakirti (pp. 452) rests on his Nyaya treatises.
Mallisena (pp. 413-419) was a poet, but his unique contribu-
tions are some Jaina Tantric and ritualistic texts that strike
almost a new path in Jaina literature. Subhacandra (pp. 527-33)
is one of the latest authors that composed works, both in
Sanskrit and Prakrit, on different topics. In his essays on Puspa-
danta, Svayambhii and Tribhuvana Svayambhii ( pp. 300-335,
370-96 & 571), Pt."Premiji has presented in a systematic form the
great mass of material about these three luminaries of Apabhramsa
literature whose bounds are being widened by new works that are
coming to light in plenty, in different Jaina Bhandaras. He has been
one of the pioneer workers in the field of Apabhrarhsa literature, and
he has justly rescued the personality of Caturmukha from confu-
sion ( pp. 370 ff. ). Itisin the fitness of things that an eminent
Hindi scholar like Premiji, with his close acquaintance with diffe-
rent phases of old-Hindi seen in Jaina works of successive centu-
ries, should be attracted to the study of Apabhram$a authors like
Puspadanta; and what he has achieved as a pioneer should be a
point of legitimate pride to any scholar. He has distinguished three
Dhanapalas (pp. 467-71) and four Vagbhatas (pp. 483-88;;
and added short notes on Maghanandi and Gunabhadra ( pp.
533-34).

Besides, Pt. Premiji has presented his study of different Jaina
works, both in Prakrit and Sanskrit, putting together all the
available information about their authors and dates. The Loka-
vibhaga, Tiloyapanuatti (pp. 1-22 & 568) and Jambudivapannatti
(pp. 251-59 & 572) are old Jaina texts dealing with cosmography.
The notes on the commentaries of the Bhagavati Aradhana (pp. 23-
40) are important; and after Pt. Premi wrote this paper first in
the Anekiinta, their value was recognised and some of them were
subsequently printed too. The note on the Nayacakra (pp. 163-
172) gives good many details about Devasenasiiri and his other
compositions. His study of Nitivakyamrta ( pp. 61-92 ), a work

-on Polity, shows how Pt. Premi approaches the texts from a wider
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and critical point of view. His comparative study of the Paiima-
cariya and }admacarita (pp. 272-92 & 571) and the Jiianarnava
and Yogasastra (pp. 441-57 & 572) is still a fruitful line of exhaus-
tive study which needs further investigation from different points
of view. Important details are given about texts like the Katha-
koSa (pp. 431-39) Jinasataka ( pp. 460-62), Nemicaritakava
(pp. 491-95) and Jyotihprabhakalyana (p. 496 ); and special
attention is drawn to the works of Sumati, Vajranandi, Mahdsena
and Prabhanjana which have not been discovered as yet ( pp.
934--539).  Pt. Premiji, with his usual progressive views, has
written a few notes on some general topics connected with
Jainism and Jaina community (p. 540 etc.)

It is beyond the scope of a short Introduction to give more
details than these; but what I have briefly reviewed would
convince any one that Pt. Premiji has covered a vast field of Jaina
literature in* this volume which should serve hereafter as a fine
supplement to Winternitz's treatment of Jaina Literature in his
History of Indian Literature Vol. II ( Calcutta 1933 ).

It is merely an accident. of selection that Pt. Premi confines
himself to Jaina literature, but his outlook is always wide. In his
study of Nitivakyamrta of Somadeva he has compared it with the
Arthasastra. With him Jaina authors and texts do not stand
isolated, hut he is convinced of the need of studying them against
the back-ground of Indian literature and history. In his discussions
about Jinasena I, Jinasena II, Sﬁka(:.iyana, Aéadhara, Somadeva
and Prabhacandra, he takes into account their royal contempora-
ries and the then period of Indian history to the knowledge of
which also he contributes new facts sometimes modifying and
sometimes confirming the known details. He always uses earlier
material whenever it is available and within his reach. Some of
these articles are revised up to date, and as such this volume has
become a mine of information for the student of Jaina literature.
Differences of opinion held by others do not detract the value of
facts that are laboriously: collected.
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By his catholic outlook, readiness to correct himself, unbiased
approach and balanced judgement, Pt. Premi is a model research
scholar who is more after facts than mere ingenuity of interpreta-
tion and argument. Premiji never entered the portals of any
College, nor did he get the advantage of studying in any Univer-
sity; he is, however, a self-made scholar who has taught himself,
all through his career, by modest devotion to study and rigorous
habits of work.

The quality of his work gives him a respectable place with our
eminent scholars like Bhagawanlal Indraji and Gaurishankar
Ojha. The Hindi language too should consider itself richer by
this valuable work which contains solid facts of abiding interest
and results of patient labour. Pt. Premiji has earned our grati-
tude by this publication.

Due to war conditions he had to withhold some of his notes,
and publish the book as it stands now. I pray for a long and
healthy life to Pt. Premiji that he might further enrich the field
of Indian studies by his contributions.

Kolhapur, )
5th March 42. ) A. N. UPADHYE
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