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Chaitya (Sanskirt, an adjectiye form derived from
“Chita” a funeral pile)-In accordance with its etymology
the word mught denote originally anything connected with
a funeral pile e.g the bimulus raised over the ashes of the
dead person, or a tree marking the spot, Such seems to
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have been its earlier use in Indian literature, whether
Brahamanical, Buddhist, or Jain; but as the custom of
erecting monuments over the ashes or over the relics of
departed saints prevailed chiefly among the Buddhists and
the Jains, the word (or one of the Prakrit equivalents, Pali
chaitya, etc.) is especially characteristic of their literature.
In this sense 1t 1s practically synonymous with stupa,
‘tope’, in India (though stupa 1s rasker architecture and
chaitya the religious, term) and has various equivalents in
the countries of Asia to which the custom extended with
the spread of Buddhism At a later period chaitya was used
more generally to denote any shrine, reliquary or sacred
tree. This is clear not only from the references in the
literature, but also from the express statement 1n a Sanskirt
dictionary of synonymous, the Viva pravasa of Mahesvara,
kavi (A D IIII), quoted by the Commentary of Mailinatha,
(14th Century A.D ) on Kalidas’s Meghaduta, Verse 23.

Encyclopedla of Rellgion and Ethics Voi 3. page 335.
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Chaityam— A religious Building or shrine, a temple, a
thupa or Raddhist relic Shrine, a sacred tree, tomb (379)
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