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Ramesh, Lajwanti, Ravi, Caren, Sanjeev //

" Nilesh, Sejal

Jagruti

/" Amar, Sonal, Sangam, Sapan, Leela //

Rahul, Shilpa, Yash, Kunal, Purnima
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We want to express our most sincere thanks
to everyone who helped bring the Deharashar Project to life.
The time, talent and generosity have provided a gift to the
community that will be treasured for generations to come.
And the example you've set shows that, with hard work and

determination, people can accomplish anything.

Shekhar, Purvi, Sarina, Shaili, Riya Gaurav Subhash, Pramila, Ankur, Atika

Praful, Kishori, Ami, Neel // Paresh, Krina, Shaili, Shrey
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Shri Adinathiji
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Sadharmic Brothers and Sisters, Jai Jinendra.

Oh! What a glorious day! Welcome to the Pratishtha Mahotsav We are
eternally grateful to Lord Mahavirswami for His Karuna and Blessings. In
this Shashan (rule) of Lord Mahavir, He has been our guiding Star.

vk = fen, Fw=m |a o1fy;  Shashing cha Nisha, Nishaya cha Shashi;
i fAwan = s s Shashina Nishaya cha Vibhati Nabhaha:
q9HT FHE, FHAA 94 Paysha Kamalam, Kamalen Payaha;
o1 e v & Paysha Kamalen Vibhati Saraha:

It means that the darkness of the night brightens the moon, and the moon
enhances the beauty of the night, however both the moon and night compliment
the grandeur of the sky, (just as) the lotus flower glorifies water, and

water (in turn) makes the lotus appear lovelier; but water and the lotus

both, make the lake enchanting. Similarly the Moorties and the Temple with a
vibrant united Sangh make our temple the Holy Tirth.

Dear JCA members take pride in your contributions, dedication and
participation in this Pratishtha. Your love, faith and inspiration enlighten

our heart. Our consecrated Tirthankars, will make our temple a symbol of
unity, peace and harmony for the now and future generations. This Dehrasar
belongs to all. Pledge to visit often with family, and friends. Mandir needs
Darshanarthies, volunteers and donations. Support it and what it stands for,
without any reservation. To our youth, we welcome you wholeheartedly and
request your active participation at all levels. You are the future of our
center.

| thank everybody, who helped for construction of this temple as well as of
Pratishtha Mahotsav. It is not possible to list all, but | acknowledge my
co-conveners, various coordinators, leading members of our community, the
Board of Trustees, the Executive Committee and the chief coordinator for the
temple project. Words fail me in expressing my sincere gratitude and thanks
to my wife and my daughters, for their support and love. Thanks for the
memories.

Knowingly or unknowingly, by my thoughts, speech, or deed, if | have hurt
you, | ask for your forgiveness.

“firea1fa gy “ MICHCHHAMI DUKKADAM”

May Lord Mahavirswami bless all the members of JCA with health, prosperity,
long fruitful life, and nudge them along the path of eternal salvation.

Blessed are those, who give without remembering, and receive without
forgetting.

DILIP R. MUKHTYAR, M.D.

Convener, Pratishtha Mahotsav,

Chairman, Board of Trustees,

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA, NEW YORK CITY
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CONVENER
Dr. Dilip Mukhtyar
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0 (914} 633-1448 '
:—og CO-CONVENERS :
"0‘ Mr. Jawahar Shetti Mr. Hemant Shah Mr. Naresh 8. Shah ;
172 (201) 387-2616 {718) 347-0538 (516) 741-9269
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COMMITTEES
CO-ORDINATORS & MEMBERS

L
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ASH :

'Q: PRATISHTHA FUND RAISING RELIGIOUS PUBLIC RELATION FLOAT {Varghodo] .

.. Dr. Dilip Mukhtyar Mr. Rajni Gandhi Mr. Naresh 8. Shah Mr. Hemant Shah Mr. Amul Shah

:oi {914} 633-1448 (516) 741-2842 {516) 741-9269 (718) 347-0539 (718) 729-2980 '

'o" Mr Ajit Vora Mr. Amul Shah Mr. Anand Nahar Mrs. Tilu Lakhani Mrs. Bhavna Shah ,

Ej :§ Mr. Amul Shah Mr. Ashok Sancheti Mr. Chandresh Panchamia (914) 472-7011 Mrs. Chaula Shah

t?j Mr. Bachubhai Mehta Mr. Bachubhal Mehta  Dr. Hemandra Shah Ms. Amy Doeshi Mrs. Divya Doshi :

?o= Mr. C.J. Kothari Mr. Bhavanji Lodaya Dr. Jyotiben Gandhi Mr. Arvind Pragani Mr. Haresh Shah ;

aH Mr. Dinesh Gandhi Dr. Bilip Mukhtyar Mr. Mahendra Jain Dr. Mamta Shaha Mrs. Kirant Shah

Lo} Mr. Harsukh Mehta Mr. Dinesh Gandhi Dr. Mahendra Pandya Mrs. Pinky Doshi Mrs. Kusum Shah 1

£25 Mr. Hemant Shah Mr. Hemant Shah Dr. Mukesh Ajmera Mr. Raju Mehta Mrs. Maitiben Shah

:°¢ Mr. Jawahar Shetti Mr. Jawahar Shetti Mr. Rajiv Jain Mrs. Rekha Kamani Mrs. Meena N. Shah '

:Q: Mr. Jaymik Shah Mr. Jitendra Doshi Mrs. Ranjan Mehta Mr. Sameer Mepani Mr. Nitin Vora (

394 Mr. Jitendra Doshi Mr. Kishor Mehta Mr. Suresh Doshi Mrs. Ulka Kothari . Parul P. Shah

LQJ: Mrs. Jyotee H. Shah Mr. Mukesh Ajmera . Pinky Doshi :

D Mr. Kirit Parekh Mr. Naresh S. Shah . Pratibha Shah :

E: :§ Mr. Kishor Mehta Mr. Naveen Shah PUBLICATION COMPUTER . Preeti Kothart

._QJ Mrs. Mridula Shah Mr. Nitin Vora Mr. C.J. Kothari MR. Gautam Sanghavi . Sudha Mehta !

:°= Mr. Naresh S. Shah Mr. Praful Lakhani {5186) 938-0011 (516} 75-1265 . Sunita Jhaveri ;

8d Mr. Naresh T. Shah Mr. Pravin Shah Mr. Ramesh V. Shah Mr. Vipul Sanghavi . Sunita R. Shah

O 1 Mr. Pravin Shah Mr. Raichand Shah (516} 822-8262 - Usha Vora ‘
3 Mr. Rajendra U. Shah  Mr. Rajiv Jain Mr. Dhaval Mehta Mrs. Vaishali Shah

Q
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Mr. Rajni Gandhi Mr. Sanjay Pandya

el

'OJ, Mrs. Tllu Lakhani CULTURAL SWAMIVATSALYA 1
RS FACILITY Mrs. Alka Shah FINANCE/BUDGET Mr. Jaymik Shah

- : MANAGEMENT {718) 428-6385 Mr. Rajendra U. Shah (718} 217-8684 '
é‘: SOUVENIR Mr. Ramash V. Shah Ms. Alpa Shah {718} 428-6385 Mr. Abhay Kothari f
I:E Mr. Kishor Mehta {718} 343-0143 Mrs. Lalita Surana Mr. Arvind Pragani Mr. Bharat Shah

‘_:’j {618) 747-0469 Mr. Bhavanji Lodaya Mrs. Pratibha Shah Mr. Girish Sanghavi Mr. Dhirert Shah \
o= Mr. Ajit Vora Mr. Chinubhai Shah Mrs. Seema Shah Mr. Kishor Doshi Mr. Harsukir Mehta ,
a Mr. Ashok Jain Mr. Jawahar Shetti Mr. Sushil Parekh Mr. Pathik Shah Mr. Hasmukh Shah
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Mrs. Beena Kothari Mr. Rajiv Jain Mrs. Sudha Mehta Mr. Jitendra Mehta
Mr. Mahendra Jain Mr. Rajani Shah Mrs, Vimala Jain Mrs. Kalpana Gandhi
Mrs. Mridula Shah Dr. Ujwala Shah VOLUNTEER Mr. Mulchand Momaya
Mr. Naresh T. Shah REGISTRATICN Mrs. Ulka Kothari Mr. Kirit Parekh Mr. Pratap Jain
Dr. Rajesh Patel Ms. Amy Doshi {516) 938-8717 Mr. Pravin Shah
Dr. Ujwala Shah {718) 279-0140 Mr. Arvind Lakhant Mr. Ramesh Vakani
Mr. Amar Doshi DECORATION Mr. Bharat Shah Mr. Sunil Cagha
Ms. Amita Shah Mrs. Purvi 8. Shah Mr. Biren Shah Mr. Suresh Shah
AUDIO VISUAL Ms. Ekta Sancheti {914) 997-1717 Mr. Jay Kothari Mrs. Usha Vora
Mr. Vijay Dalal Mr. Hardik Sanghavi . Malti Shah Dr. Mamta Shaha
{646) 221-9592 Ms. Hiral Gosalia Mrs. Mona Kothari Mr. Manina Dalal TRANSPORTATION
Mr. Abhay Mehta Mr. Rohak Doshi . Preeti Parekh Mr. Narendra Karnavat ~ Mr. Biren Shah
Mr. Vijay Shah Ms. Taruna Jain . Sunita Zaveri Mr. Suketu Koradia {516} 294-3231
Mr. Dhaval Mehta Ms. Vanita Kothari . Vaishali Shah Mr. Vipul Sanghavi Dr. Jitendra Tolia
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*MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT*

T

Sahdharmik Brother and Sisters

LT It e e e T e S e L e O e S O e A S S P S T T

Jai Jinendra,

Welcome to our Pratishtha Mahotsav. Jain Center of America is proud to have a pew
Shikharbandhi Daherasar with Pran Pratishthist Moornties for both Digambars and the
Swetambar sect, for the first time outside of India. For the last nearly twenty-five years,
we have a fully functioning temple with Pooja, Aarti. and Mangat Divo datly.

Jain Center of America—New York is the pioneer of Jainism in North America. We are
the largest community of rapidly increasing society of Doctors, Dentists, Pharmacy
owners. Entrepreneurs, Professionals, Businessmen, and highly educated, hard working
upper middle ctass members. From a 2,000 sq. ft., we now have a well-equipped 16,000
sq. ft. facility with heated floors, elevator, and air conditioning. We respect atl diversities

A OO OO O OO

and have also provided a Sthanak, Shrimad Hall, Ashtapad, and Dadawadi temple, all s
under one banner of “Jain Center of America—New York.” We have ap assembly room O
for our seniors, as well as a computer cum Art Gailery for our youngsters. Very soon, =°

our GyanMandir——Pathshala—Library will be busy with our adults and youngsters
learning about Jainism,

(o)

With the blessings of Lord Mahavirswami, both the Executive Committee and the Board
of Trustees with many dedicated members of JCA, were able to fulfill our dream of a
beautiful Daherasar in the middle of this bustling and hustling metropolis New York
City—the Gateway 10 the Americas. Make a visit to Jain Center a habit for the whole
family and you will see tremendous progress even in your children, as they learn the
values you admire the most. To retain our identity in the midst of this melting pot of

: cultures, we must all do our share to make our understanding deeper and impart the

| teachings to our children. The Temple allows you an easy pathway. Five different
philosophies within Jainism as presented in our temple are like five fingers in a hand,
together they form a fist, a symbol of power.

A non-flowing mass of water becomes stagnated and starts stinking, a society is not
different. Inour hfetime, we accepted electricity, the light bulb, air travel, telephones,
and computers. We have settled nearly 10,000 miles away in a foreign land, set in its

! 61:1 :r 61: |:r '0'1:1 :r o‘: n:r 01 |:r61: ’ ro"\: I:P o‘i ® r 01' 1 {6? :r

T

own ways. The rigidity of thoughts will widen our generation gap. and our dream of o)
leaving a legacy of Jainism will just remain a dream. Society has to adopt the changing i
times. Leave you minor differences and consider yourself as His (Lord Mahavir’s) ,;O
children. In spite of diversity, we all are one. ?:0
[ am honored and humbled by your confidence in me to be your president for last four :o

1]

years. Indeed, | am fortunate to have this opportunity to serve you during this
momentous occasion of Pratishtha. I am also blessed to have a team of hardworking,
eager Executive Committee members, along with the Board of Trustees to help me. On
behalf of myself, my family, and the Executive Committee, “MICHCHHAMI
DUKKADAM.”

RN

tHemant Shah
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Hiraben Shah was born in Dhangadra (Gujarat) in the year 1925. She had four brothers and one sis-
ter, and was the youngest in her family. She got married to Mr. Chandulal Shah in the year 1941.

Chandulal Kasturand Shah, was born in the small town of Sayla, near Surendranagar in the year 1919.
Then he went to Rangoon (Burma) at a young age for business, however, he had to leave Burma at the time

of World War 2. He then came back to India, and got married to Hiraben.

After marriage, they moved to Bombay and had four sons, one daughter and 11 grandchildren. The
eldest son Vijay, became a dentist and he came to the US for a better future in 1974. After becoming a US
Citizen he sponsored our whole family to come to the USA in 1984. In a few years, all the sons got settled

in Westchester County and the daughter settled in Albany.
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Jai Jinendra
SANGHPATI

!

SMT. HIRABEN CHANDULAL SHAH

WITH BEST WISHES FROM,
Dr. Vijay Shah * Mrs. Harsha V. Shah
Mr. Bipin Shah ® Mrs. Mina B. Shah
Mr. Ashok Shah ¢ Mrs. Varsha A. Shah
Mr. Rohit Dagli ® Mrs, Nayna R. Dagli
Mr. Prakash Shah * Mrs, Seema Shah
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Jai Jinendra
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Shri Pravin R. Shah & Smt. Jyotsna P. Shah

. We are grateful to Lord Mahavir for his blessings bestowed upon Shri Pravin. R. Shah and Smt. Jyotsna
5 P. shah as they serve the Jain Sangh of New York as “Sanghpati”. We pray to Lord Mahavir to always show-
er them with his blessings and give them more opportunities to provide “Sevabhav” of this kind to serve the
: Jain communities worldwide.

Pravin and Jyotsna Shah were both born in Ahmedabad Gujarat, India. Pravin has 3 brothers and 2
sisters and Jyotsna has 3 sisters and one brother. Pravin did his B.A., M. Com, LI.B and Jyotsna did her

B.A, LI.B from Gujarat University, India.

Pravin came to the United States in May of 1971 and Jyotsna joined him in April of 1972. After com-
ing to the U.S.A, Pravin landed a Job in the Accounting Field. While working, he completed his M.B.A. in
Accounting and Finance from LIU-Brooklyn campus in May of 1974. His hard work and dedication gave
him the opportunity to hold a position as a Controller in a Printing Company. His strong will power

allowed him to start his own accounting practice which he operated for five years. His zest to connect to peo-

M e e e M L M e M e M e e i e T L T T e T e T e

O ple made him change his career and that is when he decided to go into Insurance and Financial Services. He
o has been providing the services to his clients in the field of Insurance, Financial, Estate and Retirement
i Planning since 1983. Jyotsna was also working as an Accountant and raising the family. They have a son
;. Nehal who was born in India and a daughter, Nipa, who was born in New York. Nehal is a Mechanical
3 Engineer and has a M.S. in Engineering Management from Brooklyn Polytechnic University, Long Island
g Campus. He currently holds a position as a Project Manager in a reputed company in N.Y. He lives in East
; Meadow, N.Y. Nipa is a Pharmacist and is living with her husband Nitish in San Francisco, while Pravin
and Jyotsna reside in Westbury, New York. '
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M Dear Friends: :
o {s
~ It is a pleasure to send greetings to all to all gathered to celebrate the opening of the new 7
R temple built by the Indian Jain community of New York. P

: i &
cadd o
: The Empire State is home to many religious institutions that serve as the comerstone upon :
o) which communities are built. The determination and hope shared by all of our citizens have made g
'i New York a true symbol of freedom and place where people from around the worid have come to ;
a realize their fulfillment of the American Dream. B
W " -

1 %

The Indian Jain community has been blessed with growth and prosperity that has enabled it to
complete this house of worship after years of hard work and commitment. This new temple will
allow your members to carry on their good work while continuing the spiritual philosophy that is at
the heart of your faith. May your children grow to appreciate the time-honored principles that have
guided people of Indian ancestry for centuries, and may this new facility serve your community well
as a source of strength today and for generations to come.
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As you reflect upon such a noteworthy achievement, I extend best wishes to all for an
enjoyable and memorable celebration.

Very truly vours,
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA - NEW YORK
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2002 - 2005
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FRONTROWLTOR
MR. JAWAHAR SHETTI - DR. DILIP MUKHTYAR - MR. NARESH S. SHAH - MRS. TILU LAKHANI
MIDDLE ROW
MR. RAMESH V. SHAH - MR. KISHOR MEHTA - DR. MAHENDR\N& PANDYA - MR. RAJNI GANDHI - MR. JITENDRA DOSHI
BACK RO’

DR. RAJESH PATEL - MR. C.J. KOTHARI - MR. RAJENDRA U. SHAH - MR. HEMANT SHAH
CAMERA SHY

DR. NITIN DOSHI
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA - NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2002 - 2003
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FRONT ROWL TO R

MR. NARESH T. SHAH - MR. DINESH GANDHI - MR. HEMANT SHAH - MRS. JYOTEE SHAH
MIDDLE ROW L TO #

MR. MAHENDRA JAIN - MR. JAYMIK SHAH - MR. C.J. KOTHARI - MR. ATIT VORA - MR. HARSUKH MEHTA
BACE ROW L. TO R
MR. PRAVIN SHAH - MR. KIRIT PAREKH - MR. PATHIK SHAH - MR. SURESH DOSHI
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Dear Friends:
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I am pleased to have this opportunity to send greetings to
cach of you attending the Jain Temple’s opening ceremony and
Pratishtha Mohatsav celebrations.
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These celebrations are an incredible testament to the noble
spiritual principles of the Jain religion. They represent a wondrous
message of hope and strength for people today. The tribute today
is an exceptional reminder of the precious ideals that your
community embodies. The Jain community’s rich cultural heritage
and strong character will certainly shine through on this exciting
day.
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This celebration is also a joyous commemoration of the

Y 4
5: diversity and vitality of New York’s communities. New York ]
13 thrives on its cultural richness — the Jain community continues to
;: make positive contributions to the State’s greatness and prosperity. -
5 Your efforts remind us of the values, the lessons, and the ideals .
o} that we want to preserve in building our future. ’

Please accept my best wishes for a wonderful and fun-filled
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a celebration.
* M 4
Tad
[ +
ot Sincerely yours, -
& . .
S {1 a~1 ll&u.,._ Cﬂw\"m -
o
. 4
} Hillary Rodham Chnton .
A United States Senator A
b
o) C
L
i >
5 .
o5 .
2
] L] o o U L T R AF L R T M L N EE Ve gy TR g TR U L e L L Ll P T i LA T ISR Ty AR

oYFloal el e iula et o il oo Tkl o il o SR {o Lo Tl o Lo FRL ol Mnf 12 Yo bl Snfo afodl o uloTalo Telo Srlodelo Tl o Tetot il oMo W ST



TC e

OO O OO O O 0 O O O OO OO O OO OO

ph iG] 1
it

OO,
S | (S TR T [T TS P L Lt L L ] e | L T It T [ L e L Lo L e T L Sl L o L ol ] Ll i L e L I | kel T et e e [l Do | St

:l*é'l:l:l"b L]

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA PAST AND PRESENT CHAIRMEN
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Mr. Amulbhai Shah Dr. Dilipbhai Mukhtyar
Charrman 1993-1995 Chatrman 1996-FPresent

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA PAST AND PRESENT PRESIDENTS
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Dr. Mahendra Pandya Mr. Anand Nahar Mr. Rajnilbhai Gandhi
Presiclens 1977-1980 DPresiclent 1981-1983 President 1984-1986
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Mr. Dineshbhai Jhaven Mr. Nareshbhai Shah Mr. Amulbhai Shah
Presiclent 1987-1989 President 1990-1992 President 1993-1995
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Dr. Jyotiben Gandhi Dr. Sumatibhai Shah Mr. Hemantbhai Shah
President 1996-1999 President 2000-2001 Presiclent 2002-Present
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Dr. Narendra Shelti (Picture Not available) Previdlent 1973-1976
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CHARLES E. SCHUMER COMMITTERS,
NEW YORX

BANKING

Wnited States Senate o

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 2005

Jain Center of America — New York
43-11 lthaca Street
Elmhurst, NY 11373

:!:I.QJ: l:bq.l:l:b?d:lige:l:\..o.d: t:n. s -l: ] :l..o.d:i :b?.a; !:\-QJ: L] :K,QJ:. ;\.QJ:l:L

4

Tt

b

Dear Friends:
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Pleasc accept my warmest greetings and congratulations as you gather to ccicbrate
“Pratishtha Mohatsav™ and the opening of your new beautiful temple. Tam grateful for the
opportunity to recognize the fine work of your organization.
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Since its inception in 1976, Jain Center of America has worked to promote and fulfifl the
religious needs of the Jain Community. | applaud the Jain Center of America for its hard work
and dedication to their community, New York and America. It 1s wonderful to sce that a religion
older than recorded history is still alive and flourishing. The Jain community, along with all
other religions communities in New York City, are what make it such a diverse and wonderful
place to live. | commend the Jain center and the Jain community for their commitment to their
beliefs and their community.
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Again, congratulations and best wishes for a wonderful evening. | am sure the Jamn
Center of America will serve the New York community for many years to come.
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5 Charles E. Schumer T
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It is a pleasure 10 send greetings 1o everyone attending this year’s Pratishtha
Mohatsav cclebration. | am delighted to join with the Jain Center of America and all
those gathered for this very special occasion.
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For nearly three decades, the center has been a tremendous source of support for
our City’s Jain community, and on behalf of the City of New York, I recognize its
dedicated members for making this event possible. This.is a wonderful way for you to
come together in honor of your shared faith and in commemoration of the opening of
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53 your new temple. This new facility will allow you to welcome even more members of
"50' your faith and assist you in furthering your important initiatives. 3
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New York City is proud to be the home of the fist Jain Center in North America,
and § wish all its members much success with your new temple and in all your future
pursuits.
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Sincerely,

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor
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to promote the wdeals ol peace and truth associated with Jainism.
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¥ It gives me great pleasure to congratulate everyone at the Jain Center on this momentous o
2 vceasion.  Your new temple in Queens is a magnificent structure, one which I hope will help you
<

[ have been priviteged 1o know the members of the Jain center tor many years, and | am
happy to be able to sce your progression as productive members of our community and to wish
you all the very best as vou celebrate ~Pratishtha Mohatsav™,
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As always, please accept my heartiest of congratulations on what 1 hope will be a new
chapter in the history of the Jain Center. Best wishes and future suceess always!!
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Singerely,

Gary .. Ackerman
Moember of Congress
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Acharya Shri 108 Vidyasagarii Makaraj
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i Jain temples represent the Samavasharan of the Jinas. In the Samavasharan,
r all living beings—humans, celestials, and animals—sit together, forgetting their ill
feelings and listen to the Divya dhwani peacefully, concentrating on the soul in
order to attain self realization.

Far away from your motherland, your following and propagating Jainism is a

i ’ laudable achievement. Through these religious places, may you and the coming
generations continue to progress on the path of liberation.
} My blessings to you all.
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Shubh Ashish.
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Wise men who abandon all possessions are Digambar.
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One is happy or sad because of his own thoughts. No one else can make him happy or sad.

2 aer! J fava & o ofrdl &t o M T iR o 3R B e ar s &
RO R ¥ gferT & e AR Al ge aEn < EF ave @aa § oga & /@

O soul! You should regard all living beings as equal because regarding then inferior will
perpetuate your existence in sansar {cycle of birth and death} and regarding them superior
will make you will feel inferior and helpless and unable to uplift yourself.

'“.l'éﬂréﬁ
LN [ L%

AN

[1%rl'] I,

FLEY

el LA L EL]
l'\-o..; 0

0

.J-lt..

e
o

T & OIS FoFT S #1519 95 Qs A § |

Without worldly detachment, all scriptural knowledge is merely a mental exercise.
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We are extremely happy to know that Jain Center of

[ L

<

North America, New York, NY, US4 is publishing a souvenir to
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commemorate the Pratishtha ceremonies of new idols of Lord Jina
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in the newly built Jain Temple at fthaca Street, Eimhurst, NY,
USA, scheduled to be held from June 11" through June 19” 2005.
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Sri Devendrakeerty Bhartaraka Mahaswamipe
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All owr Teerthankaras used to preach the holy dharma in the samavasaranas. These
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samavasaranas were free for all peoples of all walk of life including the Heavenly Gods as well
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as to all the members of living kingdom such as animals, birds and plants etc. All Jivas of that

I
ULQJ

LY

R

o

contemporary period used to visit samavasaranas to crave the holv blessings of Teerthankaras.
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But during the days of absence of leerthankaras and of samavasaranas owr ancestors planed

[ Lol 14
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to build the Jain temples as the replica of samavasaranas and installed the idols as the image of
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teerthankaras. This tradition has been followed right from the period of first teerthankara, Lord
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Sri Vrushabhanatha Swamy. Jainism is the first religion which started the tradition of idof

Bl
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worshipping.
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With pleasure we appreciate the efforts of Jain Center of North America. New York, USA for
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thelr yeoman service of bringing all the sub-sects of Jainism under one platform. We pray
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Bhagawan Sri Vrushabhanatha Swamy and Sri Mahaveer Swamy for the grand success of
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Pratishtha ceremony.
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With blessings,
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It gives me great pleasure to send my tribute on the occasion of Pratishtha
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Mohatsav. | had the privilege of visiting the temple at Ithaca Street during the key-
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handing ceremony and was deeply moved. ‘the jain Centre at New York wiil serve
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the 1600 or so Jain families fiving in New York. It will be the centre of Jain

philosophy and culture and an institution which will strongly contribute in inculicating
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the great traditions of Jainism in our future generations.
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The Jain community in New York is well known for its scholarship, hard

2.0
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work and generosity, who have tried to put into practice the teachings of Lord

o
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Mahavira and his gospel of universal love which states that all living beings,

! J'I:LQ

irrespective of who they are, or how spiritually developed, are equal and deserve our

N
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love and respect. This is a message that continues to be relevant to our times.
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JAINA

Federation of Jain Associations in North America

Froamteded FPONT

A Non-Profit Tax Exempt Reigrous Crganization IRS Code Section 501{ c j{ 3 ) El # 54-1280028

JAINA Headquarters: P.O. Box 700, Getzwvilie, NY 14068 USA - Phone & Fax (716} 836-5342

June 11, 2005

Jain Center of America
43-11 Ithaca Street
Elmhurst, NY 11373

I would like to extend my warmest greetings to the members of the Jain
Center of America on the occasion of the Pratishtha Mahotsav, It is
indeed a very important milestone in the history of your center. Your
Sangh is a shining example of what a team of dedicated peopic can
achieve once they focus on a specific goal.

[ would also like to congratulate Dr. Rajni Shah who initiated the
project, poured his sweat and blood, and worked extremely hard to make
it a grand success. My hats off to him and his family for the sacrifice
they have made in terms of time and money and personal dedication.

The renovated temple is a symbol of what is best in each of us. It
represents an ideal and the highest potential we are all capable of
realizing. The challenge for us all is first to identify and then close the
gap between where we are and where we could be.

Once again my best wishes on this auspicious occasion and for every
continuing success in the years ahead.

With Warmest Personal Regards,

W VLrres=,
Anop®&.Vora

JAINA President
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JMIC

Ja Medtation Internationaf Center
401 East 86 Street + #20A « New York New York 10028 « 212-362-6483 + 212-534-6090
TAX EXEMPT # M-75-ED-1739 NON-PROFIT ERUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION

June 10-19, 2005
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His Holiness Pujya My dear President, Chairman, Members
Shree Chitrabhanuiji and Friends of Jain Center of America ~~
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Directors It is a joyful occasion to sanctify this auspicious event of
Jivan Proctor Pratishtha Mahotsav, one of its kind in New York City, which

Pramoda Chitrabhanu || be a blessing to members of the Jain Center of America.
Barry Wolfe

Devendra Peer
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| congratulate you all who have created this beautiful Temple-
Complex of Peaceful Liberators for mankind’s peace and
progress.
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When the world is suffering from war and violence, Ahinsa
and co-existence are the answer. We have been seeing even
now that unprecedented slaughter of living beings is
committed in the name of religion,. nationality, post and
position. [n these times, a sanctuary of peace and prayer
becomes an oasis in the desert of conflict.
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Often people go to religious places to pray for the success of
business, for power and position, for protection of their
accumulated wealth. This sort of praying is the product of a
greedy mind. Real prayer is meant for the peace and spiritual
upliftment which open the door to divinity within and without.
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This extensive renovated building into a Temple and a place
for spiritual, cultural and social activities will be a reminder
and an inspiration of love, peace, compassion, simplicity,
multiplicity of perception, and freedom from war and
violence.
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Again, | want to express my best wishes to all of you on this
auspicious occasion, and may my blessings be in the hearts
of all who enter this Temple and in the hearts of all who can
make a difference in the world by spreading peace through
practice.
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Love and Blessings,
Chitrabhanu
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Ja% futernational Meditation Conter

E-1, Queen’s View, - 28-30 Walkeshwar Road, Mumbai - 400 006. 'India
Phone : 368 6887 o Tel / Fax : 367 3355
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o, MESSAGE OF ACHARYA 2
o) Shri Mahaprajna {
o i
0; I have come to know that the Jain Center of America at NY has been established ro promote the religious :
O: activities for all Jains. H
0; I think that the nced of the hour is to propagate the great principles of Jainism all around the world. For ;
[o¥ this, I suggest a few activities: :
O. Preparation of Jain Books In English, through which not only the fain followers can ger knowledge about i
':'._. Jainism but also the Western people can understand Jainism thoroughly in modern perspectives. P
0.:. The Jain meditation system like Prcksha Dhyan, Anupreksha, Kayotsarga etc. should be propagated :.-
0: threugh practical training. This will also help people in attainment of mental peace as well as getting rid of the W
& passions and negative attitudes (such as anger, fear, etc.), as well as solution to the health problems. i
0: Promotion of training in non-violence and ‘Science of Living in institutions of education at all fevels, :
o S _— o . {
s Our Samani-groups sojourning there are ready to work for all these activities which, I think, would go a 3
Q.i long way to bring about a revolutionary change in the modern life-style and ultimately establish a new world- ;
¢= order based on non-violence, cconomic justice and peace. This would be the greatest tribute to the great Jain .‘.
0;, Tirthankaras from Lord Rishabha 1o Lord Mahavira. >
9; %
s .
6: -Acharya Mahaprajna :
) «
Q 7th May 2005 ;

4

Jaipur {Rajasthan)
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Nancy & Abraham Varghese, RPh Ina & Jignesh Shah, RPh

Yari Cisneros, MGR Haresh Desai, MGR

Leroy Pharmacy  Oval Pharmacy
Priti & Paresh Patel, RPh Mark Ackerman, RPh
Pushpa Desai, MGR Ashok Patel, MGR

Narsinh & Hira Desai
Dinesh & Ramila Desai
718.543.0800

“Material compassion, Lamentation and Tears areall Signs of Ignorance of
The Real Self. b Proper Discharge of Duty, One Has to Learn to Tolerate
Nonpermanent Appearance and Disappearence of Happiness and Distress

5
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KNOW THY SELF* s
: o
Muni Shree Jinchandraji (Bandhu Teiputi) e 0:

Translated by: Yogesh Desai Lo}

0;
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'K . - , Ho)

now thy self' is the ardent cali of the Rishis of the Yore. The saints R

and sages of all the ages by scrupulously adhereing to the said cry of the :l‘;?g:

great Mahatmas, have reached the pinncaie of Truth and there is no religion 'o

higher than Truth. o

r i
; Thus, inquiry in one’s own Real Nature which is nothing but Truth - the 39;
’ Self, the Atmabh, starts with introspection of one's own self. One who wants ife}
to attain the real peace and bliss of the Self, observation of one's innerself :G':

is a 'must’ as a preliminary Sadhana or exercise for treading on the Path of R

Truth. It is a privilege of Man alone to 'look within'. Animals are not endowed o

with this faculty of introspection. No spiritual Sadhana or practice ot exercise Lo}

at any level - be it physical, mental or inteliectual - will bear any fruit o

whatsoever unless one knows the art of ‘looking within'. -o

Introspection is a process of self-analysis of one's activities performed 0

during the day. At the initial stage it may be performed only for a few minutes 50'

at any convenient time, preferably before going to bed. Sadhak should try 5

to remember at least the main events of the day and gradually cover as 0

; many details as possible. With consistent and sincere application, more o)
: activities reveal themselves to his memory, until at last he is able to remember f&
. and recollect the minutest details of all that he has done during the day, =°=
5 with less effort and time. When such introspection is practised regularly. Bt
the constant observation of one's own actions with their merits and demerits, ;95

helps him to remember and observe them even at the lime of performance. {6}

Thus man becomes conscious and watchful of ali his activities day in and 7

day out. To pause, to think, to judge and then act needs concentration £3

which is provided by introspection. Introspection, theretore, prepares the ':?g

seeker to think, to speak and to act rightly at the right moment of time. As {o)

the Sadhak progresses in observation of one's own self, correction comes o}

automatically when he becomaes fully aware of his imperfections. He develops ?5:,

ethical and moral values, mental equanimity and intellectual poise. With Ld

these qualities his concentration on any matter is perfected and he emerges 30,

successful in any walk of life. The more he lives right values of life, the o

more he shall succeed in introspection. Thus, the right way of living and o

introspection promise each other and they together help on to reach the §°§

Divine Abode of Truth. e

X

‘Original Lacture in Gujarati Titled “Anter Ma Dokiyu" o
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CONGRATULATIONS
AND

BEST WISHES
T0

JAIN GENTER OF AMERICA
NEW YORK

FROM

JOSEPH J. BOLOGNA & CO. INC.,

1324 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE « ELMONT, NY 11003 » 516-437-2150

MARK SANTORO
JOHN SANTORO

ALAN SANCHEZ
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3 When a state of observation is sustained, then change comes about in {
‘ a person spontaneously. We see how anger creeps up and how selfishness o
i and pettiness are there in us. Then, when we go back tc our worldly *
3 relationship, we remain aware of our own susceptibility to anger, greed, -
g‘ jealousy etc. and when we are fully aware of these traits raising their heads o
# at a given moment of time. we shall never succumb to them if we are i
»p further aware of the fact that these vices are self-annihilating. Thus, this A
: process of introspection or say cbservation of one's own self or say ‘looking E
3 within', will then take place as naturally as inhaiation and exhaliation of Py
: breath takes place. it becomes natural. I
] Now a man is said to be a rational animal. A man thus, inherently, is an -
& animal with all traits of animalism in him. However, he has been endowed f
A with the gift of intellect, by which he is capable of conquering ait his animalistic L
3 tendencies. it is only by 'looking within' that he can trace these tendencies f
E in himseff and make an attempt to overcome the same. Not only that he will _:
2 tind the Divinity shining in himself which has been temporarily enveloped 3
£ by the demoniec tendencies in him. It is thus the privilege of man and not of
p: animal 1o ‘look within® and discriminate between the demoniec and the divine ;:
. traits in his bosom and see that the latter has an upper hand over the oA
3 former. No animal is endowed with this capacity to discriminate between -
2 the fair and the foul. Nature thus has blessed us with the power of B
# discrimination between the right and the wrong or true and the false. It is %
p; thus for us to weild this power at every gnoment of lite by 'looking within' and {
b act rightly in aif our transactions of life, both inner and outer. 7
' Now a look at the animal kingdom will reveal to us that each species of ::
X animals has only one or the other animalistic tendency to¢ harm others and A
> niot the congregation of all such traits e.q. a tiger is known for his thirst for ?
3 blood of other animals; a serpent is known for giving poisonous sting to =
g other beings, donkeys are known for giving kicks to others by hinder legs; i;
; dogs are known for their unnecessary barking when they are in a crowd; a 0
; fox is known for its cunningness; a monkey is well known for its 5
M mischievousness and sheeps are known for their blind following without E
3 any discrimination. Now #f we have developed an art of 'looking within', we 38
will undoubtediy find all the aforesaid traits of all the above-stated animals o
A in our own bosoms, always ready to raise their hoods as and when the ©
- occasion arises. All these traits are the outcome of the demonic tendencies f,o
broadly classified by our great Rishis in six groups as our deadly enemies, -O

such as Kama (passion), Krodh (anger), Lobha (greed), Moha (delusion), ¥

Mada (ego) and Matsar (envy), which all the time are playing a game of A

hide and seek every moment in the secret chambers of our heart. Unless :

we are fully aware of the same and are fuily aiert to check them before they 2

raise their hoods, it is quite likely that we may come under their sway to ?

become a prey to them and lose the battle ot life. Look within' and k

'discriminate rightly' is the only remedy to save ourseives trom the outburst Th:

of our demonic traits out to annihilate us and the society around us. .
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3 When we are constantiy watching our bosom, we shall at the same time D
1 find that the very same bosom is full of Divine virtues like love, goodness. 'O
mercy etc. which are generally missing in the animal kingdom. These virtues Ot
) can be well developed by adhering to Satya (truth), Ahimsa (non-violence), _0.
Asteya (honesty), Brahmcharya (control over senses), Aparigriha (non- (}J
: possessiveness), Saucha {purity}, Santosh (contentment}. Tapa (austerity). fdi
] Swadhayay (self-study} and Ishwar Pranidhana {surrender to Almighty}. ;o,
:: Thus, so far as human iife is concerned. it is endowed both with the 3'05
demonic as well as divine traits of living and is further endowed with 53

; discriminative intellect to keep former tendencies under its complete control _O.
: by developing the later virtues in one's own life day by day. The choice is ==Q=:
B thus left to us to make or mar our life by following either of these traits in our {6}
daily fife. Qur choice for the former will make us, two-legged animals and a :°=

choice for the later will make us Narayana from Nar, meaning a living God $i8

upon the earth, gog

'Look within' and 'discriminate rightly’ is the only way out to conquer ;ag

the demon in us with the aid of the Divine, which is our real nature. The e

questioner himself is the answerer in this inquiry of the Seff and if he is 'o‘
S sincere and truthtui, the answer is bound to be correct provided the mind 'o'
does not take resort to its defence mechanism. Such a correct answer is 58

: bound to Iift you up even from its grassroot level and by scrupulously adhering ‘:?5
E to the same, one can easily realise the SELF (ATMAN)which is eagerly e
3 awaiting to take us in its lap and shower its Bliss on us. o
But urfortunately, we are today so much pre-occupied with our activities :o:

in the outer world of objects and beings that we hardly find any time to &

‘look within' and 'discriminate rightly’ in the great rush of events of our Eof

hurried life trom the womb to the tomb. wd

= .
; We have no great ideal to live upon nor do we ever think of any higher :o'
:E goal to be achieved in this short span of our life. We are all living a routine e
: mechanical life as others live in the society around us. A great ideal or a 0
: higher goal is a prerequisite for treading on the path of spirituality. It is only :Q:
1 with the help of this torch-light that we can dive deep into our bosom and =°"
have a victory over the demonic tendencies in us. ’=¢-,-

; This process of introspection or say ‘'looking within' shouid start from Eof
our childhood and must continue till we breathe the last. A lapse even fora K]

moment is likely to cause great harm not only to us but to ali around us. We E?:'

have, therefore, to be aiways vigitant 10 ourselves and allow not the demonic o

tendencies to raise their hoods even when the situation so demands, This O

is possible only when we have developed a capacity to observe every thought =°'

arising at every moment in our mind and to discriminate it rightly. Pt

X

The Rishis of the ancient times have, therefore, divided our life span _:6:_

into four parts with specific duties to be performed by us in each span of B
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é life. These spans in our scripturat language are known as Ashramas (stages i
:: ot life} namely: Brahmcharyashrama or the period of training. ';
’ Grahasthashrama or period of work in the world as a house holder, Vanpras- '
¥ thashram or the period of retreat tor loosening the social bonds and A
Sanayasashram or period of renunciation. In the first span of our life, namely 30
g Brahmcharyashram, we are required 1o devote ourselves singlepointedly .
b only 1o our studies which should be both academic and spiritual. In this 0
¥ span we prepare ourselves steadily to plunge into the life of house holder i
to live a controlied life of Dharma {rightecusness), Artha (security), Kama 5
' (desires) and Moksha (liberation} and which are the four Purusharthas s
A {ways of life) 10 be accomplished in our life while living. Dharma in its right T
5 spirit and not only in its usual meaning of rituals etc. as understood g
3 nowadays, has got to be adhered to while accompilishing Artha and Kama. f
o To indulge in wealth and desire wihout adhering to righteousness in its right 3§
A meaning. is not only self-destructive but destroys the culture of the entire B
society. Once these Artha and Kama are accomplished {0 the extent ::
¥ necessary, one should start withdrawing oneself from the same and -0
2 gracefully enter the period of retreat, which is the third span of ife. In this o3
a stage which can be said 1o be the golden period of life, one should devote 39
¥ himself to the serious study of scriptures and live a life of selfless service ot o

the sociaty around us wihout expecting any reward whatsoever even in the
form of recognition from others. The study of the scriptures helps us alot in
rendering great service to our feilow beings in the right spirit of the great
aphorism appearing in shrimad "Bhagwad Geeta”"

FHEARERR T Hag FET |
"To action alone hast thou a right and never at ali to its fruits”.

This in turn gives us great strength and courage to live ~thg life of
spontaneous Bliss and joy. We then reach the state of renunciation where
we try 1o tune ourselves with nothing but the Truth, the Self, the Atman

]

:.:"6‘:.;&1?.:'61:.{6":':6-‘:.:ré":‘;bﬂl.;

which is the Lord of the Lords and merge therein to become one with the ;°

same and thus attain liberation from limitations meaning bondage of life, o)

1 commonly known as Mukdti alias Moksha in this very life while alive and are :?6
never reborn after the fall of the body. Eo

This is the life that we are expected to live in the short span of about B

eighty to hundred years and reach the pinnacle of Truth while alive and that .O

is possible only it we adhere scrupulously to the teachings of our scriptures :O

laying down the fundamentats of life. 'Look within’ and 'Know thy self' is f.'c',

therefore the screaming cry of our great Rishis for treading the path of 5

spirituality leading us to the pinnacle of Truth. :'o

Let us afl wake up to this great cafl of our great Hishis and redeem ;o

ourseives from the vagaries of our present day life. 3

Try... Try we can... Try we must. :O
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AHIMSA IS LIFE :

S

Gurudev Chitrabhanuji '5!,

"As we meditate we come to kenow ourselves. We discover the sacred beauty of life." z

Ahimsa is not a philosophy. Ahimsa is not a religion. Ahimsa is a feeling of life. Many people say, _‘C
"Ahimsa means don't hurt anybody. Don't kill." That is one meaning, but it is secondary. The first meaning :

is: "Don't hurt yourself. When you hurt somebody, you are already violent inside; you lose the feeling of amity. ':(

Ahimsa is the road from enmity to amity. From hostility to love! Ahimsa is a subtle thing. It cannot be grasped ?

unless we go deep into ourselves. As we meditate we come to know ourselves. We discover the sacred beauty of ?‘

life. Unless we have that experience, we may use the word Ahimsa, but it will only be lip service. It will just Eﬂ

come from language; it will not emanate from experience. To practice Ahimsa, one has to remove the veil of e

ignorance about oneself. One has to experience life. ;

Once we have the experience, we make an inner commitment to practice Ahimsa in three areas: With :;

our actions. With our words. With our thoughts. Every night we review our day and ask, "Did I harm myself? 'E(

Did I have any negative thoughts and feeling toward anybody? Did I criticize anybody? Did I judge anybody?" ;

As we develop the tenderness in ourselves, we see the tenderness in others and become more compassion- E.:

ate toward others. Once we see the sacred beauty of life in ourselves, we see that sacred beauty in others. We E‘

do not see that person as a man or woman or a person from a certain sect or religion. All these obstacles evap- A

=
orate. ‘5_
r.rt
Unless we see beyond the barriers, there won't be peace in the world. We may talk about peace; but inside ':,‘-

) H
we go on creating separation. Some say, "My religion is best; it is the only true religion. And, if you don't start ':‘,
. "o . . . . L\
to practice my religion, you will go to hell." Such dogmatism and bigotry is also a form of violence. When we L
practice Ahimsa, we try to understand what others are saying, what they are conveying, what they are feeling. £ o

We listen beyond the words. 7
L=y
Once you start practicing, your life becomes an inspiration. Wherever you go your eyes will speak; your O
feelings will speak; your words will speak; your actions will speak. And people will be changed. Not by your o)
words, but by what they see. When we experience the sacred beauty of life, we experience peace. We inspire o)
peace. Then, there will be peace. There will be peace. :’Q
L.
Ahimsa and a meditative mind go hand in hand. Meditation is seeing things as they are. And when you o)

LT
see, you feel and you experience. A child is not thinking; it is experiencing. That is why it does not think that o)
you are old or young, beautiful or ugly. It does not discriminate. It sees life. It connects with life. ?o
%
In meditation we get in touch with life: its depth, its joy, its beauty, its ecstasy. This is our source. But 'S

by
when we think, the mind either worries about the future or has regrets about the past. So, the present slips ;O
through our fingers. In meditation, we just feel and live. We are in tune with the experience of life. Life is the Fo
experience. Life is not permanent. Life is change. Whatever action comes, it comes from our source. That Eo
source we experience and expand in meditation. We tune in. We connect to ourselves, our body, our cells, our £
vibrations. And we progressively evolve in this change. :o
S
s
s
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55/ With Best Wishes

TO

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

ON IT’S

Pratishtha Mabotsav

JAYANT J. KOTHARI

(@_\[[ABEN KOTHARI /9)
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If we look at a ray of the sun, one ray, it is white and bright. But if it enters a prism, it becotnes like a ;0
rainbow. The ray shows only onc color, but now in the prism it appears in seven colors. Whar happened? It is o]
a connection. The drop of the water is hanging on the leal. The sun ray touches it and you see the rainbow in SQ‘
the small drop of water. You don't see color in the rain, buc there in that small drop it sparkles like a rainbow. ;Fc:::;"
The connection makes the change. When we medirate and have pure awareness, we see our own light. We see ‘F{;
our own rainbow. =3
0,

As meditators, we let the addiction to control melt away. We do not live in the future nor in the regret- -O:

ful past, but in the pleasant present. Every moment life Is pulsating and moving. We connect each day with our ?o'i
source and feel the dawn of life. :—j:-:
L,

If Ahimsa and a meditative statc go hand in hand, then Ahimsa also opens us to the humanity within as B

and in others. One evening Tagore was writing at a table near che window in the light of his table lamp. He s
wrote for an hour and a half and it was getting late; he became tired and turned off the lamp 1o go to sleep. To 50-3
his surprise, Tagore saw that the room was flooded with moonlight. The meonlight had been in his room for 505
hours, bur he had not noticed. Only when he switched off the tablc lamp, did he sce. And he writes, "My rable :0;
lamp ego did not allow the God-like moon o flood into my life.” As long as we have the small ego lamp, we ;O;
don't see the flood of cool, natural light; our ego locks only for that which confirms our beliefs and ideas. "Oh, :0:
he speaks of something different from my religion, my belief, my ideas, and my dreams ... I don’t want to hear -O:
chat.” But if you turn off the ego. you realize the very presence of God within you. Once this door opens, you 505
become open. You can listen to others and learn. Everywhere you can see many viewpotints, EC;i
L4

In the partnership of love and marriage, you don't treat you partner as an object of pleasure, ;Q:

Your partner is a partner sharing love; is a partner sharing feeling; 1s a partner sharing your divinity. And when :"O':'
you look into his or her cyes, you realize that you don’t want to hurt your partner with criticism, finding fault, L
or blaming the family. You want to understand. E:i
When people are not aware of who they are, they go on criticizing, pinching, nagging cach other. They E’Oi

do it in the name of perfection, in the name of improvement, in the name of caring, in the name of helping. E &
But violence is present because there is no understanding. No reverence, No love. When we have negativity ;og
and hare, do we feel joy? Do we feel love? Do we feel pleasantness? Do our eyes smile? Do our limbs dance? Eof
Not Negativity stifles, constricts and confines. hoF
N

In one Indian town, 2 woman came 1o see me. She told me that her mother was sick and wanted me o §G§
come and bless her. Bur I saw that this woman was very old, so [ asked, "You have a mother?” "Yes," she said. ;o;
I was curious and asked, "How old are you?" She answered "I am ninery.” Ninety? [ was surprised. A ninety- ;C';
year-old daughter comes to take me 1o her mother? 1 asked, "How old is your mother?” "She's onc hundred :Q:
and ten,” the woman rold me. So, [ went there. | saw. The mother's skin was so soft and tender. 1 touched her f@j
and it was like touching the holiest, highest, purest soul. So peaceful! I asked, "What is the secret of your :¢=
longevity?" And she said, "I love everyone. [ don't hate anybody. When anything happens T tell myself it is my ‘§O§
karma. Nobody is responsible for my pain. I am responsible for my pain.” ;'L:oi
When we feel the divinity, we can feel the cool, refreshing light of love and joy. We understand our §°§
humanity; we understand neighbors, family, people, and the world 1n which we are living. :‘05
Load

©;

Love and Blessings, ;‘Q;

Chitrabhanu ;Q;

o
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CONGRATULATIONS
AND

BEST WISHES

PKATISHTHA
MAHOTSAY

FROM

ANIL & REKHA VIJAYVERGIYA
SUBHASH & SUMAN VIJAYVERGIYA

GREEN ROCR USA INC.

2 WEST 46TH STREET, NEW YORK,NY 10036
E MAIL- greenroki@aol.com

Tel: 212-730-9267
Fax:212-730-9277
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With Best Compliments
Moshulu Park Radiology, P.C.

\ Nuclear Medical Scans — Ultrasound, M.R.L
Mammography — Diagnostic Radiology
Doppler, CAT Scan, Echocardiography

3130 Grand Concourse, Suite 1P
Bronx, New York 10458
Phone: (718) 933-6969
' Fax: (718) 933-6970

Dear Patient: The Latest Facts On Breast
Cancer

e 1IN 11 WOMEN WILL GET IT
o WOMEN FACE A 1 IN 5 CHANCE
OF HAVING A BREAST LUMP
\ oo e 1IN 11 BREAST LUMPS TURN
\ . OUT TO BE CANCER
o BREAST CANCER IS THE
l BIGGEST CANCER KILLER OF
\ | WOMEN
. 1/3 OF BREAST CANCER OCCURS
! IN WOMEN UNDER 50

\ EARLY DETECTION RAISES THE § YEAR SURVIVAL TO 85% INSTEAD OF
' 50% ONCE THE CANCER HAS SPREAD I

\ We offer Pammograpby - Modem Low Dose X-Ray and Vitrasound

Contact: Dr. Ramesh Sarecha
' Hours: 5 D/W 9-5 PM By Appointment — Open Saturday
\ Financess Most Insurance sleceplod
Special Low Rates for Non-Insured Patients
I Emergency: Accepted simply on Doctor’s request
\ Reports:  Same day by Phone if desired
' Writted Report by mail ASAP
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Jain Center of America Inc.

43 - 11 Ithaca Street, EImhurst, NY 11373-3451.
Tel: (718) 478-9141 | Fax: 718-478-9144
Email: info@nyjaincenter.org | Website: www.nyjaincenter.org

Year 2005 Centre for Religious Activities for Jains.

Four Storey Building with a Cellar

Three Temples, Upashraya & Shrimad Hall

Five Halls for various functions

Lobbies & Stair walls decorated with Jain Themes

Total Height with Kalash 66'-5"
Shikhar 26'-9"

Total Construction Area 16,623 sq. ft.
Parking in Rear (1% Floor) 5000 sq. ft.
Occupancy 500 people

Two Sets of Stairs & an Elevator

WE BELIEVE IN TRUTH & NON-VIOLENCE

;ﬁ r
IEW::‘::"P' U2 < =0 < UE=—SIF - YN0 v SYE—=0IF - S9E—SIV « M OV - =T - e e




| ————— R || i | [N || e || N || i |

Eeaaae LUV | || == —| |,

L1k
ELL-E R ]

mad Hall | mEDITATION MALL
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LIBRARY
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Height. 8" - 8"
Area 2350 sq. ft.
Elevator

2 Set of Stairs
Various Utilities
Multipurpose hall
1000 sq.ft.- 65 people
Youth Center
Computer Area
Art Gallery

Mini Theatre
Children’s Room

First Floor

EL-LRALTLE ]

Height. 8" - 2" & 9’
Area 2350 sq. ft.
Drive-way to 14-car
Parking lot

Handicap Parking
Front & Back entrance
Coat & Shoe Rooms
Rest Rooms
Reception Hall

860 sq.ft

Welcome Center
Small office, including
security and gift shop
Shri Bhomiaji

Jain Chinh

Senior Citizen Center
T.V. Screen & Public

Address System
Information wall
Shilalekh
Bulletin Boards



Second Floor

| s |

0

SHRI NAVKAR MANTRA

STAGE

| [:

SHRI MAHAVIR SWAMI

— Oy —
mroXm- ‘
4
0

LECTURE HALL
(UPASHRAYA)

LECTURE HALL / UPASHRAYA

. s & =

Ht. 12'-10"

Area 1850 sq. ft. (169 people)

A folding partition to temple

Wall Niche : Navkar Mantra

Provision for Stage with audio visual facilities

MAHAVIR SWAMI TEMPLE

-
.
-

B e s UL e ¢S S r‘“‘jo. +4 _qﬁk&!‘:,t FEreE

Ht. 14’-8" / Area 870 sq. ft. (52 people)

Entrance through two lobbies - 280 sq. ft. each
Main Garbha Griha with Ghummat, Kalash & Dhwaja
Mahavir Swami main idol with

Neminath & Sambhavnath on side

A small Chovishi on the wall inside the Gabhara
Parshwanath & Shantinath (Gokhalas on sides)
Bhamati for Parikrama & Adinath Choumukhi

10 Dev Devi Gokhalas, various PATS & Art Work
Chandan Room / Shower Rooms

Live and Let Live
Jain Chinh

Shri Mahavir Swami Temple =
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KALASH
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LIBRARY -
(GYAN MANDIR)

SHRI ADINATHII
¥

JCA OFFICE /_"

MEDITATION HALL
(DHYAN MANDIR)

< Meditation Hall Height. 9" - 6" area 500 sq. ft.
dedicated to Shrimad Rajchandra

A folding partition to Library
Library 430 sq. ft. (Total area 930 sq. feet)
J.C.A. Office - fully equipped
Lobby & Hallway walls contain artwork
Scholar's Room for Sadhu, Sadhvi & Scholars.
Residential Unit: for Caretaker
ADINA TH TEMPLE
Height 11°-2" / Area 780 sq. ft. (41 people)
= Main Garbha Griha with 3 Shikhars, Kalash & Dhwaja

dedicated to Adinath, Padma Prabhu & Chandra Prabhu

* One Gokhala has Mahavir Swami & Shantinath idol
= Parshwanath & Bahubali on sides (Both Standing)
= 5 Gokhlas, 12 Bhavna and other Art Work

__ Shri Adinath

Facilities for Samayak, Pratikraman, Bhakti & Sadhana

Parshwanath Padmaprabhu  Chandraprabhu Bahubali

Shri Adinath Temple

FEET
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Jinkushal Suri
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DINING HALL

Height 9 - 5”
Area 1200 sqg. ft.
Accommodation
100 people
Bhojan Shala and
Ayambil Shala
Kitchen & Storage
Drinking Water -
Fountains

Public Facilities

A folding partition to
Dadawadi

DADAWADI
= Height on sides: 11’ - 1”
= Skylight Ht. 15 '- 7"
W. 6’ L. 25°
= Area 375 Sq. Feet
*  Shri Guru-Mandir
= Roof Garden & Shikhar
ASHTAPAD TIRTH
« Ht.-12.7" W. - 14'.6"
D. - 7°.5" Area- 105 sq.ft.
«  Shri Chovishi
* Glass-Panel wall in front.
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A DREAM COME TRUE

JAI JINENDRA

We bow to Lord Mahavir whose idel will be installed during Pratishtha
ceremonties right here in this building.
This is a dream come true.
On behalf of the Jain Community from the Diamond and Color Stone Industry
we would like to thank all who have helped - make this dream possible.

We thank the Jain Center of America and Jain Community and committees for
granting us permission to construct this building. We especially thank the Board of Trustees
and Executive Committee for giving us a helping hand all along for the last 5 years.
We thank all the Tapasvis for observing Ayambil till upcoming Pratishtha.

We thank our religious leaders and scholars for their guidance and advice during
the planning and construction stages of the building.

We thank the architects, engineers, resident enginecrs and various consultants with
whose help this building was made a reality.

We thank all the contractors, sub contractors and all others
at the construction site that helped in completing the building.

We thank all those in India who have supplied us with all marble work, Idols,

& Pratishtha material as well as all our local suppliers for various requirements.

We thank all the donors from our Diamond and Color Stone Industry as well as others whose
contribution has gone a long way. QOur special thanks go to all those who helped in collecting the funds.
We thank all those who were kind enough to extend Jain Center of America a loan,
thus giving financial support during this critical petiod of construction.

Special thanks go to Commerce Bank and the members who extended the loan.

We thank all our construction team members, coordinators and staff members at the site as well as at the
office who have continuously helped us for the last 5 years in locking after the construction work.
And lastly, we thank all who helped us directly and indirectly for
their guidance, suggestions and help.

Please forgive us for any shortcomings or misunderstandings

on our part during this construction process.

MICHHAMI DUKKADAM

JAIN COMMUNITY OF DIAMOND & COLORSTONE INDUSTRY
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List of Ta pasvis

During Paryushana Mahaparva 2003 it was decided that we should do daily
Ayambil Tapasya till the auspicious day of forthcoming Pratishtha.

The following Sadharmik brothers and sgisters have come forward to do

Ayvampil.

We wish to thank all the following Tapasvis:

|Date] Last | First = Middie oate\ Last | First Middle

1 Shah | Ashaben . Ashwinbhai | | 16 i Shah | Pratibhaben : Dineshbhai
2 | Shah | Vimlaben | Sumtibhai 1%7 Shah Nikitaben Narendrabhai
' 2 Jhaveri : Hinaben : Satinbhai | |18 Shan : Bhartiben : Himanshubhai
3 . Shah | Snehaben |  Atuibbai | | 18 | Mehta : Jaynaben | Vasantohai
4 ' Shah | Kaminiben . Kiranbhai | | - 19 | éﬁ'a'ﬁ""tié}éi{éh'sé}i """" Kiranbhai
5 18 ' 'Shah | Shilpaben :  Dipbhai
| 5 iSanghavii Alpaben : Sandipbhai | 20 ¢ Vora | Anibhai | s
e -__Z-i-_:-I;;Iéﬁ-a-r;;:-ﬁé-rf-s-r{é;t;é};' ::: Rameshbhai
7 | Tolia : Pritben | Jitendrabhai | | 2t | Vora | Vanlilaben : Vinodbhai

_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

15 IGosa!:al Miraben Kiritohai

Mr. Kanubhai Lakhani and Mr. Naresh S. Shah volunteered to do Ayambil
any day if someone from above is unable to do Ayambil.

________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

25 | Shah § Minaben j Pareshbhai

'
______ r'--"-"""""‘----"----"--""""------"

26  Doshi Jayshr:ben  Mahendrakumar

_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

31 IKotharl:: Ukaben : Abhaybhai

Mr. Suresh Doshi for his coordinaticon efforts.

We wish to thank

“Do all the good you can, By the all means you can, In all
the way you can, In all the places you can, At all the times
you can, To all the people you can, as long as ever you can,”

- John Weslev
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA — NEW YORK
ITHACA STREET BUILDING PROJECT

f Donors List

| Above $100,000

i Jhaveri Family Foundation

Shri & $mt. Sanjay Pandya

Dr. & Mrs. Mahendra Pandya

Ms. Shilpa Pandya

M/S Medco Flumbing

Mr, Vivek Pandya

Dr. & Mrs. Praful Shah

Shri & $mt. Robin R. Shah

Shri & Smt. Rajiv Pandya

Well wishers

( $25,000 - $99,999

J Shri & Smt. Amar Jyoti Jain

Shri & Smt. Mitesh Gandhi

i Shri & Smt. Amit Sanghavi

Shri & Smt. Nikalchand Kasliwal

Dr. & Mrs. Anand Kumar Nahar

Shri & Smt. Pranav Shah

Shri & Smt. Arun Shah

Shri & Smt. Rajesh Shah

Shri & Smt. Ashit Parikh

Shri & Smt. Samir Mehta

Shri & Smt. Ashok Sancheti

Shri & Smt. Sandeep Shah

Shri & Smt. Atul Kothari

Shri & Smt. Sharadkumar Shah

Shri Hemchand Bardia

Shri & 8mt. Shivendra Mookim

Shri & Smt. Kamal Kothari (Jaipur}

Shri & Smt. Sunil Doshi & Nimesh Shah

Shri Kasteorchand, Phoolkumari, Kirankumari, Ratanchand,
Nabinchandra & Pravinchandra Mogha

Shri & Smt. Sunil Jain

Shri & Smt. Jignesh Shah

Shri & Smt. Surendra Bhansali

Shri & Smt. Mehul Shah

Shri & Smt. Vinay Kumar Kethari

| $10,000 - $24,999

Shri & Smt. Abhay Jhaveri

M5 Prism Diamornd knc.

Shri & Smt. Anil Dholakia & Family

A well wisher

Shri & Smt. Anshul Gandhi

Shri & Smt. Rajendra Kankariya

| Shri& Smi. Arish Kumar $Sahani

Shri & Smt. Ramesh Vora

Shri & Smt. Ashish Shah

Shri & Smt. Riken Sanghvi

Dr. & Smt. Ashck Surana

Shri & Smt. Sailesh Sanghavi

Shri & Smt. Atul C. Shah

Shri & Smt. Salil Manilal & Family

Shri & Smt. Bharat Gandhi

Dr. & Mrs. Samin Sharma

Shri & 8mt. Chandrakumar & Sushila Jhaveri

Shri & Smit. Sanjay Javeri

Shri & Smt. Chetan Choksi

M!S D. N, Gems

Shri & Smt. Deepak Sheth

Smt. Shashi Kantilal Mehta & Alok Mehta

Shri & Smt. Devendra Surana

Shri & Smt. Shrenik Doshi

Shri & Smt. Dharamchand Hirawat

Shri & Smt. Sudhir Bothra

Shri & Smt. Dilip Gandhi

Shri & Smt. Sunil Daga

Shri & Smt. Dinesh Javeri

Shri & Smt. Sunil Jain

Shri & Smt. Divyakant Shah

Shri & Smt. Surendralal Jain

Bbri & Smt. Harsh Mehta

Smt. Susmita A. Mehta

Shri & Smt. Jitendra Surani

Shri & Smt. Unit Gandhi

Shri & Smt. Ketan Doshi

Shri & Smt. Vineet & Neslam Mehta

Shri & Smt. Kinish Shah

Shri & Smt. Vinay Kothari




Shri & Smt. Mitesh Kethari

Shri & Smt. Vinit Sethi

Shri & Smt. Nilesh Sheth

Shri & Smt. Viren Shah

Shri & Sm¢t. Pannalal Jain

| $5,000 - $9,999

lihri & Smt. Anuj Jain

Shri & Smt. Padam Kala

Shri & Smt. Ashok Patel

Shri & Smt. Pankaj Desai

Shri & Smt. Bipin Jhaveri

Shri & Smt. Pratap S. Jain

Shri & Smt. Biraj Dugar

Shri & $mt, Samudra Singh Kavadia

Shri & Smt. Chintamani Jain

Shri & Smi. Sanjay Mody

Shri & Smt. Chinu Shah

Shrl & Smt. Sarju Shah

Shri & Smt. Chirag Gandhi

Shri & Smt. Shrenik Mehta

Shri & Smt. Dhanpat Karnawat

Shri & Smt. Shrevas R. Mehta

Shri & Smt. Goldie Shah

Shri & Smt, Siraj Shah

Shri & Smt. Gyan Jain

Shri & Smt. Snehal Kothari

Shri & Smt. Jinen Jain

Shri & Smt. Snehal Shah

Shri & Smt. Kirit Shah

Shri & Smt. Vinod Jain (Mumbai)

Shri & Smt. Nilesh Shah

Valani Foundation

_ Shri & Smt. Nimish Mehta

Shri & Smt. Vijay Tongya

Shri & Smt. Rajshekhar Parikh

Shri & Smt. Vipul Shah

Shri & Smt. Rajesh Shah

Shri & Smt. Yomesh Shah

Smt. Rashmi Sen

A weli wisher

[ $1,000 - $4,999

[ Ms. Aditi Milan Mehta

Smt. Nirmal D. Jain

Shri & Smt. Ajay Jain

Shri & Smt, Paresh Jain

Shri & Smt. Ajay Jain (Metlife}

Shri & Smt. Parish Mehta

Shri & Smt. Arvind D. Bhandari

Shri & Smt. Pradeep Jain

Shri & Smt. Arvind Modi

Shri & Smt. Pradeep Lodha

Dr. & Mrs. Bansi D. Mehta

Shri & Smt. Prakash Mehta

Shri & Smt. Bharat Shah

Shri & Smt. Prakash Varaiya

Shri & Smt. Chetan Dhadda

Dr. & Mrs. Raj K. Jain

Shri & Smt. Dhananjay Sett

Shri & Smt. Rajendra Bafna

Shri & Smt. Hemant Jhaver]

Shri & Smt. Rajesh Bamb

Shri & Smt. Himanshu Mehta

Shri & Smt. Rajkumar Dhadda

Shri & Smt. Hirachand Kochar

Shri & Smt. Rajmohan Kothari

Shri & Smt. Hukmi Chand Kankariya

Shri & Smt. Ramesh C. Jain

Shri & Smt. Kalpendra K. Jain

Shri & Smt. Ramesh Sakaria

Shri & Smt. Kamlesh Shah

Shri & Smt. Rohit Golechha

Shri & Smt. Kapil Benara

Shri & Smt. Sachin Gandhi

Shri & Smt. Kirit Parekh

Shri & Smt. Sanjay Javeri

Shri Kunal Milan Mehta

Shri & Smt. Sanjeev Dhandia

Lois Rosenberg Consultant Inc.

Shri & Smt. Saurav Shah

Shri & Smt, Manish Shah

Shri & Smt. Saurin Mehta

Shri & Smt, Manoj & Asit Shrimal

Shri & Smt. Subhkash Lalwani

Shri & Smt. Mayank Shah

Shri & Smt. Sunil Karnavat

Shri & Smt. Nainesh Saraiya

Shri & Smt. Surendra Kankariya




Shri & $mt. Naman Shah

5mt. Taral Milan Mehta

Shri & Smt. Narendra Karnavat

Shri & Smt. Vaibhav Sethi

Shri & Smt. Narendra 8. Karnavat

Shri & Smt. Vinest 5. Pandya

Shri & Smt. Naresh T. Shah

Shri & Smt. Vinit Bera

I'$101 - 999

;l Shri & Smt. Aashish Jhaveri

Shri & Smt. Nilesh Shah

. Shri & Smt. Ajay Chordia

Shri & Smt. Pravin Mehta

Shri & Smt. Ajit Kumar N. Shah

Shri & Smt. Rajesh Jamad

Shri & Smt. Atul Shah

Shri & Smt. Rajiv Jain

- Shri & Smt. Arun Kumar Mody

Shri & Smt. Ratan Behari Paload

Shri & Smt. Devendra Mehta

Shri & Smt. Ravikant Jargad

HSBC Bank, Woodside Br.

A well wisher

Shri & Smt. Sanjay Baid

. Shri & Smt, Lalit Kothari

Smt. Sayar Lunia

Shri & Smt, Linesh 5. Shah

Shri & Smt. Shobhan Lal

Shri & Smt. Manish Dhadda

Shri & Smt. Sudhir Gangwal

Smit. Malti Mehta

Smt. Suman Agrawal

Shri & Smt. Manish Lodha

Shri & Smt. Sunil Dhandhia

Shri & Smt. Manoj Kumar Baid

Shri & Smt. Surendra Jain

Shri & Smt. Naveen Lodha

A well wisher

| Following people have helped in collecting the funds

Shri & Smt. Annu Hirawat

Shri Kushal Sarncheti

Bhri & Smt. Bachubhai H. Mehta

Shri & Smt, Natwar Shah

Shri & Smt. Dulichand Baid

Shri & Smt. Pravin Shah

Shri & Smt.

Dhansukh & Ms. Jagruti Shah

Smt. Pravina P. Parikh

Shri & Smt.

Hukamichand Kankaria

Shri & Smt. Shekhar Bhansali

Shri & Smt.

Jayendra Shah {Mumbai}

Shri & Smt. Shreyas Mehta

Shri & Smt.

Kamal Surana

Shri & Smt. Surendra Karnawat

Shri & Smt.

Kamlesh Mehta

Shri & Smt. Urvish Shah

Total Donation Amount Received: $ 3,926,685 as of May 31, 2005
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ITHACA STREET BUILDING PROJECT

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE

AS OF MAY 31, 2005

Donation Received 3,926,685 Construction Cost 4282410
Interest Income 31,441 Architects & Engineers Fee 638,190

Jain Center of America towards 1,000,000 Marble Cost & installation 528,573
furnishings
l.oan from Maintenance Fund

[to be collected] 1,000,000 Other Capitalized Expenses 127,192

Audio & Video Equipments 98,615

5,958,126
Kitchen Equipments 73,720

Furniture & Fixtures 85,085

pend

Security System 43,650
Telephone System 10,710

Computers and Printers 21,985

Total 5918,130

Pledges to Coliect 41,874 Unpaid Cost & Expenses 81,870

6,000,000 Total Project Cost 6,000,000
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CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

43-11 Ithaca Street - Building Project

Jain Center of America {JCA)} New York was founded in the year 1965, Registercd as a non-profit cor-
poration in 1970 in the Srate of New York, JCA was one of the first organizations established in North
America not only to promotc Jain principles and practice, bur also to provide a place of worship for the Jain
community. Before the building was acquired, New York-area Jains would meet at Columbia University and

at the Indian Consulate in New York City or at individual residences.

On February 10, 1981, JCA purchased a residential building in Elmhurst, New York and was incor-
porated with the county on December 21, 1981. This residential building was converted into a Jain Center
temple by installing an idol of Shti Mahavirswami. Since the modest beginning in 1982, this temple had
become a focal point of Jain activities, such as hosting several Jain scholars, Jain Munis, Sadhvijis and cele-
brating Paryushan Maha Parva, Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, and other important religious ceremonies every

year.

As the Jain population in the tri-state area grew significantly, the need for a larger temple to accom-
modate larger groups was strongly felt. An idea to build a new temple was borne following numerous sug-
gestions by the community members based on the following guidelines raken from the 1993 circular:

Objectives

The Jain Center’s goal is to envelope the mind, body and soul of every worshipper that comes through

its inviting doors. The following factors were considered:

* Follow the Jain code of conduct in the design and construction process.

* Obtain guidance from various monks, scholars, and religious leaders.

* Incorporate Jain temple Vastushastra, Jain architecture and aesthetics,

* Center to be Non-Sectarian with all Jain beliefs represented equally.

* Reflect and recognize collective efforts instead of individual names.

* Consider suggestions from the JCA members.

* Adhere to local laws and regulations.

* Have facilities for disabled pecple.

* Create a design that combines the best of Eastern traditions with Western technology.

* Keep the community informed of the construction progress through newsletters and open houses.




Conceptualization and Site Selection

In the year 2000, the planning process to give shape to a new temple began. The first question was
where to build the temple that would fulfill the growing needs of the community. Several factors were con-
sidered in the site selection process, namely the need to accommodate large groups, represent various sects,

and provide many facilities under one roof. Other factors included:

» Current site of temple is an approved Zone area for a place of worship. This facilitated the
approval of the plans by the City.

* The property was fully paid for.

» The temple site is centrally located for easy access by public transportation,

e The site is in a safe area due to other religious institutions nearby.

* Religious tradition to build a new temple on an existing temple site.

Design and Planning

BUILDING PLANS

Designing a temple blueprint for construction in the middle of a city like New York was an intricate
process. A number of constraints, apposing architecrure, and religious factors had to be balanced. Some con-
straints, for example, included having only a limited amount of floor space and having to comply with city
and fire department laws that imposed serious restrictions on designing che internal space. Since the floor
space was horizontally limited, the natural solution was to create floor space verrically. Vertical design also
allowed the construcrion committce to plan space on the third and fourth floors to accommodate different
Jain beliefs. Another important factor in the design process was to provide space for the movement of people

1o be able 1o pray according to their religious tradition. Sen Architects firm was appointed for the project.

Award of Construction Contracts

After the blueprints for the temple were finalized, the next big task was to award the construction con-
tract to a capable firm who could incorporate their construction expertise with religious requirements and
work with the other subcontractors. A number of potential contractors were identified. An RFB (Request
for Bid) was floated. The RFB incorporated our requirements of qualifications, experience, and ciry-
approved blueprints they were to comply with. The Bids were reviewed by the construction committee, and
after extensive rounds of discussion and comparative evaluation, Magnetic Construction was awarded the

contract to be our general contractor, Ark System Elcctric was to be the Electric contractor, and Medco

Plumbing was to be the HVAC contractor.
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Temple Plans

"Trivedi Crafts, remple architects from Ahmedabad, 1ndia, joined our ream as advisors and helped us
design the temple archirecture to conform to various requirements of the Jain Religion, They also provided
all the marble work including beaurifully carved columns, Gabharas, Gokhalas, and intricately carved

Arches.

To further the interests of all Jain beliefs and provide a visual representation, a number of PAT, painc-
ings, sculptures and narratives were planned to be posted throughout the Temple walls and on the walls of

lobbies and stairs.

Ancillary Facilities

With a desire to combine tradition with modern technology, sophisticated audiovisual equipment, a
PA system, computers, a telephone system and a2 modern security system were incorporated to make the tem-
ple the best place for communiry activities. The temple was wired to take advantage of the latest rechnolog-
ical advancements. Specific areas have been created for community gatherings, education, library, dining, and

the carctaker’s residence. A fully cquipped kirchen was built to allow catering for large gatherings.

Summary

Accordingly, in the year 2000, planning to reconstruct the temple began in earnest. The old building
was demolished by Decemnber 2001 and Bhoomi Poojan was performed on March 30, 2002, Shilaropan was
performed on July 12, 2002. The temple building came to a completion in the year 2004. The Pratistha cer-
emony will be performed berween June 10 to 19, 2005,

The architectural design and planning of this divine place stays true to the multiple codes and ethics
of the Jain Religion and satisfies the needs of the Jain Community for a place of worship in New York Ciry.
In chis temple, rcligion and architecture come together 1o create a space that is sacred in every detail, while

adhering to civic regulations.

Various aspects of Jain beliefs are displayed through sculprure, artwork, paintings and narratives
P ptay g P g
throughout the building. This will evoke a greater spiritnal consciousness and awareness amongst all. This

Jain Center aims to absorb the mind, body and soul of every one that comes 1o its doorstep.

* Temporary certificate of occupancy was received on aunspicious day of Mahavir Jayanti, April 22nd, 2005
- Chaitra Sudi Teras, Vir Samvat 2531, Vikram Samvat 2061

* Following this, there is a list of some salient features about the project

* To be followed by pictorial guide to construction of the building
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SALIENT FEATURES

5 STORY BUILDING (4 plus cellar)

5 YEARS TO COMPLETE (year 2000 10 2004)

5 MILLION BUILDING COST +1 Million Furnishing
» 5 HUNDRED PEOPLE ACCOMMODATION

* 5 THOUSAND SQFT. PARKING SPACE

» 5 RELIGIOUS PLACES (Pawch Tirthi)
Mahavir Swami Temple — 2nd Floor
Adinath Temple — 3vd Floor
Dadawadi / Ashtapad ~ 4th Foor
Upashraya / Navkar Mantra — 2nd Floor
Shrimad Hall/ Library — 3rd Floor

* 5 TIRTHANKAR IDOLS on 2nd Fioor + Choumadzhi

* 5 IDOLS ON 3RD FL. ¢4) Tirthankaras + Babubali

* 5 DEV DEVI GOKHALAS ON EITHER SIDE - 24 2
5 GOKHALAS on 3rd Hoor Temple

5 GHANT IN TEMPLE AREAS.

5 RELIGIOUS ARTWORKS:
Jain Chinha - Reserved areq
Navkar - 2ud floor {pashvaya
Various PATS & Art Work - 2nd & 3nd fi.
Ashtapad - 465 Floor
Jain themes on lobby & stair walls

5 DIFFERENT MATERIALS USED FOR STATUES
Makarana - White Marble
Bhaislana - Black Marble
Udaipur - Pink Marble
Jaisalmer - Yellow Stone
Panch Dhatu - Metal

5 SPECIAL FEATURES
An Ashtapad Tirth mrade from gemstones
Panch Dhat Idol (5 Metals} (350 ke)
Choumukhi (Four Staties) (One piece)
2 Standing Idols (577 4z) Black & Pink
Navkat made with hnlxy Work

* 5 MEDIUM TO LARGE HAILLS:
Cellar-Mulei - Purpose Hatll
Ist Floor - Reception Hall
2nd Floor - Lecrure Hall
3rd Floor - Meditation Hall / Library
4th Floor - Dining Hall .

*

»

- o 5 MAIN FACILITIES: Various Religions activities

Path Shala / Library / Office
Bhojan Shala / Ayambil Shala
Youth Center / Art Gallery
Senior Center

* 5 MAIN EVENTS:
Uthapan — 4/6/01
Bkoomi Poojan — 3/30/02
Shitz Ropan — 7/12/02
Anjan Shalaka — 5/2/04
Pratishtha — 6/18/05

* 5 MAJOR CONTRACTORS WORKING
General Contractor
Electrical
Plumbing and HVAC
Marble Installation
Kitchen and others

* 5 MAJOR PROVISIONS
Security
Audio/Video
Computer
Telephone
Furnishing

* 5 GROUPS OF PEOPLE HELPING
IN CONSTRUCTTION

Religious Leaders & Scholars
Architects, Engineers & Consultants
Donors and Well Wishers
JCA Community & Comminee Members
Coordinators & Staff

« 5 GROUPS OF PEOPLE WHO CONTRIBUTED
Jain Center
Colorstone Business Community
Diamend Business Community

General
Others
* 5VIEWS
Pabasan area is a reserved area - Earth te Sky
Vision of Moolnayak is apen to infinity - Buth Ternples
Darshan (View} Adinath Choumukh - fron Ithaca Streer
View Small Shikhars fron: 3nd Hir Temple windows
View Main Shikhar - from Dadawadi & Dining Hall
* 5 GENERAL POINTS
For All Jains
Centrally Located
Fase of Transportation
Parking Facilities
Abides Civic Regulations




PICTORIAL GUIDE TO CONSTRUCTION

43- 11 Ithaca Street,
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Elmhurst, NY 11373

February 10, 1981 -
Purchase

This building was
purchased on February 10,
1981. Shri Mahavir Swami
idol was installed in
Spring 1982.

July — Dec 2001 - Demolition was completed by Dec

2001/

March 30, 2002 - Bhoomi Poojan — Ground breaking

ceremony was performed.

April 2002 - Proposed
Bldg. Plan
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Shows a four story
building with Shikhar in
the center.

July 12, 2002 - Shlla
Sthapana

Shows 9 shilas being laid
down at the site under
the reserved area.

Pipe will rise from
central Shila all the way
up to Pabasan on second
floor where Mulnayak will
be installed.




August 27, 2002 -
Excavation

Shows excavation of the
site. To prevent
landslides shoring and
sheet piling were
conducted.

October 28, 2002
Foundation

Shows concrete foundation
in place after footing

completed. Note assembly
of steel in place.

i3 ' : L‘. = gt d
August 27, 2002
Reserve Area

Shows Sacred Reserve
area above the Shila.
Notice copper pipe
extending from the Shila
upwards. Also notice
surrounding foam work on
the sides with the
foundation wall.

~
]

Basement

Shows the basement of
building. Note metal
decking above. Also
notice solid concrete
block wall, sacred area
on left without any
steel used.




Frame

November 25, 2002 - Steel

the steel beams and

Stairs

Shows the construction of

columns of the building.

December 30, 2002

Facing South shows the
installation of steel

stairs at the East end of
the basement. Also note
block walls being built.

December 30, 2002 -
Mechanical

Southeast corner of the
basement shows plumbing
installation underway.

January 21, 2003 -
Reserve Area Pipe

Shows the reserve area
below the main gabhara.
Notice the copper pipe
extending from the
central Shila stone to
the second floor
Gabhara.




May 16, 2003 - Front
Elevation

Shows the South elevation
of the building. Note
Block walls, framing and

stud walls construction
underway. Also notice
Shikhar frame in place.

\
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2003
Floor

May 16, - Fourth

“June 20, 2003 - Fourth
Floor

' Shows the fourth floor of
the building. Notice duct
work for air-conditioning
and heating. Also notice
masonry opening
(windows) .

Shows the fourth floor of
the building. Note

framing prior to
sheetrock and door frame
installation underway.
Also notice electric
conduits and drain pipes
in place.

July 22, 2003 - External
Brickwork

Shows the West elevation
of the building. Note
brickwork underway.
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November 10, 2003 - AC
Units

Shows the air-
conditioning equipment
being installed on the
roof. Notice steel
dunnage in place beneath
each AC unit.

" November 10, 2003 -
Skylight

November 10, 2003 -
Windows

Skylight is 6 feet wide
and 25 feet long over the
Dadawadi area.

Specially constructed for
Ashtapad.

Shows the North elevation
of the building. Note
brickwork and windows
installed.

March 4, 2004 - Ceiling

On the second floor, note
sheetrock installation
and taping. Also note
ceiling tiles
installation with light
fixtures.




May 25, 2004 - Elevator

Shows the elevator doors
installation.

1 s b T e
- i iy

July 21, 2004 - Second
Floor Temple

2004 - First
Floor

May 25,

Shows marble columns and
Gokhalas on the side
wall.

Shows the first floor of
the building. Notice the
elevator in the back on
the right, lighted area
in the cove in the
ceiling.

July 21, 2004 - Second
Floor Temple

Shows the main Gabhara
and small Gokhala on the
side.
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July 21, 2004 - Third
Floor Temple

Shows Gokhala for the
standing statue. See
radiant heat pipe layout.

2004 - Parking
Lot

July 21;

Shows the new concrete
parking area under the
building. Also note new
concrete retaining wall
being installed at the
west side of the
building.
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July 21, 2004 - Fourth
Floor Dadawadi

Shows Dadawadi
construction and radiant
heat pipe layout. See
windows on the south
wall.

- July 21, 2004 - Shikhar
Construction

Shows the new Shikhar
being installed.




July 21, 2004 - Granite
Flooring

Shows the installation of
the dining hall flooring
using granite stone.

See windows on the north
wall.

September 7, 2004 -
Kitchen

Shows kitchen area on
fourth floor. Note
preparation table,
cooking ranges,
refrigerators and sinks
in place.

September 7, 2004 -
Driveway

On the east side of the
building shows new
concrete curb and
driveway as well as
retaining wall and new
fence.

September 7, 2004 —
Ceiling
Shows second floor
ceiling wood work.
Notice recessed lights
in the ceiling.
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September 7, 2004 -
Shrimad Hall

On third floor notice
marble work — niche and
arch where Shrimad
painting will be
installed on the wall.

September 7, 2004 -
Shikhar

Shows Shikhar
construction with stucco
and cast stone. All three
shikhars are visible.

October 25, 2004 - Kalash
Installation
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After due religious
ceremonies, Kalash was
brought at the site in a
procession and was
installed on Ghummat in
presence of community
members.

il U b

March 1, 2005 - Library

Shows the library with
furniture. This area was
used as construction
office. Notice security
system monitor.




March 1, 2005 - Partition

Shows the folding

partition on the second
floor between temple and
Upashraya.

March 1, 2005 - Main Door

Canopy

Shows the main entrance
gate from Ithaca Street
with canopy that welcomes
all into the temple.

2005 — Jharokha

March 1,

Facing Ithaca Street
shows the South elevation
of the building. Notice
Jharokha’s with marble
screen and two windows on
right & left with marble
screen.

o g
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2005 - Sidewalk
& Fence

March 1,

Front View of the
building. Notice black
wrought iron fencing
separating the building
from sidewalk.
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March 1, 2005 - Parking
Lot Screen

Shows marble screen work
as well as the Main gate
in the driveway.

March 1, 2005 - Bhomiaji

Shows the Gokhala where the
Bhomiaji statue will be
placed on the first floor.
Notice the marble screen
work in the window behind
the Gokhala.

South Elevation — Front View of the Building




Important Dates and Events
(Followed by Pictorial guide)

February 10,1981 43-11 Ithaca Street, Elmhurst, NY property purchased.
December 21,1981 | Incorporated with Queens County as a religious organizaton.
Spri Shti Mahavir Swami Mulnayak Idol installed in the building. This idol was
pring 1982 .y . .
received in Nov 1974 from Palitana, India.
1982-2000 Varous Religious actvides took place at this building,
Summer 1993 Proposal for new temple was put forth.
Decided to construct a new building. Planning and permission process started.
January 2000 5 milkon dollar project to be complgeted in5 }jgears. i )
November 2000 City Permission Granted.

April 6, 2001

Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak Idol from Ithaca Street Temple.
Mini Pratishtha of Mulnayak Idol at Kishor Mehta’s Residence.

June 19, 2001

New building purchased - 45-22 74t Street, Elmhurst, NY 11373,

Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak Idol from Kishor Mehta’s Residence.

July 21, 2001 18 Abhishek of Mulnayak and other idols at 74th Street Temple.
July 22, 2001 Mini Pranshtha of Mulnayak Idol at 74th Street Temple.
uly-December 2001 | Demolition of Old Temple Building.
March 30, 2002 Bhoomti Poojan Ceremony — A ceremony to punfy the land and clean any evil

energy, while awakening the right forces to help the course of the project.

July 12, 2002

Shilaropan/Shila Sthapana — This ceremony was performed in the presence of
Shri Chitrabhanuji and Shr Samanijt.
Construction Commences. First Concrete poured to form the foundadon.

August 2003

Daily Ayambil Tapashya started

February 9-12, 2004

Panch Kalyanak (Pran Pratishtha) performed in Agra, Indta by Digambar
Vidhi by Shri Gyan Sagarji. 1) Shri Adinath 2) Shn Padma Prabhu
3) Shri Chandra Prabhu 4) Sha Parshwanath 5) Shri Babubali

Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak from 74th Street Temple for Lap-Oap to

February 15, 2004 Ahmedabad, India.
Anjanshalaka (Pran Pranshtha) performed in Sutat, India by Shwetambar
May 2, 2004 Vidhi by Acharya Sho Rajyash Suriswary,
1) Shri Mahavir Swamu 2) Shn Neminath 3) Shn Sambhavnath
September 19, 2004 Kalash Abhishek Ce‘remony— Pooja of all three Kalash for exterior Shikhars
was performed at Hindu Temple.
October 22, 20604 Kalash Instailed on all 3 externor Shikhars.
Key Handover Ceremony — On behalf of Jain Community of Diamond and
November 28, 2004 Coforstonc Industry, key;; were handed oxger to the Chairiynan,j.C.A‘
April 22, 2005 Temporary Certificate of Occupancy received — Mahavir Jayanti Day.
Chaitra Sudi Teras, Vir Samvat 2531 — Vikram Samvat 2061
Opening Ceremon
May 1, 2005 B Bugildjng 2 Upashaya %) Library 4) Bhojanshala 5) Ast Gallery
May 1, 2005 Dhwaja Dand, Ghant and Kalash Abhishek
May 15, 2005 All Pranimas Nagar Pravesh ceremony / Shwetambar Traditon, Dadawadi
May 23, 2005 All Pratimas Nagart Pravesh ceremony / Digambar Tradidon

une 10-19, 2005

Varous Pratishtha Ceremonies.




Important Dates & Events
Pictorial Guide

February 10, 1981
43-11 Ithaca Street, Elmhurst, NY Property purchased.

'qﬁ!!.?r Foiree, SN

Spring 1982

Shri Mahavir Swami Mulnayak Idol
installed in the building.

1982-2000
Various Religious activities took place at this building.
i% A B m ——




Summer 1993

Proposal for new temple
was put forth.

Copied from the
circular.

1. TRADITIONAL SHIKHARBANDHI TEMPLE FOR
SWETAMBER AND DIGAMBER

2. STHANAKVASI UPASHRAYA

3. SHRIMAD RAJCHANDRA STHANAK AND SADHANA

KENDRA

4. COMMUNITY HALL WITH ALL MODERN FACILITIES
S. DINNING HALL WITH FULLY EQUIPPED KITICHEN
6. PATHASALA, LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

7. ADEQUATE PARKING FACILITIES

January 2000

Block Model.
Decided to construct a
new building.

Planning and permission
process started. A 5
million dollar project to
be completed in 5 years.

November 2000

Drawings Approved.
City Permission Granted.

TO TOP OF FFTH FLOOR ROOF DECK

ITHACA STREET
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April 6, 2001

Uthapan Ceremony of
Mulnayak Idol from Ithaca
Street Temple.
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April 6, 2001 - Mini Pratishtha of Mulnayak Idol at Kishorbhai Mehta'’s

Residence.

July 21, 2001

Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak Idol
from Shri. Kishorbhai Mehta’s
Residence to 74" Street Temple.

July 21, 2001 & July 22,
2001

Eighteen Abhishek of
Mulnayak and other idols at
new temple 45-22 74"
Street, Elmhurst, NY 11373.
Mini Pratishtha of Mulnayak
Idol at 74" Street Temple.
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March 30, 2002 — Bhoomi Poojan Ceremony
A ceremony to purify the land and clean any .

evil energy, while awakening the right forces
to help the course of the project.

July 12, 2002
Shilaropan/Shila Sthapana — A ceremony performed by excavating deep
into the ground so as to lay the foundation stone. Specially prepared
stones (shilas) were laid precisely beneath the Mulnayak’s Pratima. A
total of 9 stones (l-center, 8-side) were laid. This ceremony was
performed in the presence of Shrl Chltrabhanujl and Shrl Samaniji.

July 12, 2002

See Pictorial Guide to Construction Commences.
Construction First Concrete poured to form the
foundation of the building.
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February 9-12, 2004
Panch Kalyanak (Pran Pratishtha) performed in Agra, India by Digambar
Vidhi by Shri Gyansagarji.
1) Shri Adinath 2) Shri Padma Prabhu 3) Shri Chandra Prabhu
4) Shri Parshwanath 5) Shri Bahubali

February 15, 2004 f‘lh 'ﬁ'"* o i
d ] 2
4 |
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%
Uthapan Ceremony of Mulnayak from : if
74" Street Temple for Lap-Oap to 55 _'2'_
Ahmedabad, India. ‘“il
»
v -
.

May 2, 2004
Anjanshalaka (Pran Pratishtha) performed in Surat, India by Shwetambar
Vidhi by Acharya Shri Rajyash Suriswarji.l) Shri Mahavir Swami 2) Shri
Neminath 3) Shri Sambhavnath




Shikhars was

Kalash Abhishek Ceremony - Pooja of all three Kalash for exterior
performed at Hindu Temple.

L

September 19, 2004

October 22,

2004

Kalash Installed on all 3
exterior Shikhars.

I}
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November 28, 2004

of Jain Community of Diamond and 4
Colorstone Industry, keys were

il handed over to Dr. Dilip Mukhtyar,
Chairman, Jain Center of America.

Key Handover Ceremony — On behalf ﬂ
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April 22, 2005

Temporary Certificate of
Occupancy received —
Mahavir Jayanti Day.
Chaitra Sudi Teras, Vir
Samvat 2531 — Vikram
Samvat 2061

Page 1of 2
*BUILDI Certificate of Occupancy
CO Number: 4011092247001
This certifies that the harein conf to the plana and and to the
requiremants of all sppiicable laws, rules and reg: for the uses and Mo changs of use or ocoupancy
shall be made unless & new Cortificate of Occupancy Is issued.  This document or & copy shail be avadlabia for inspection & the
butiding af afl masonabls imes
A.  Borough: Cueens Block Number: 01570 | Certificats Type: Tomporary |
Addrass; 4311 [THACA STREET | Lot Mumber(s): 58 | Effective Date:  04/22/2005
Bullding identification Number [BIN): 4033315 | Expiration Dats: 06/21/2005
Spacial District: None Buliding Type:  New
| =
This co Nane
| Far zoning jot metes & bounds, please ses BISWeb, =
B. | Construction classification: NON-COMB: 1-D | Number of stortes: 5 =
Group F-18 Height in feet: &0
| Multiple Dwalling Law Classlfication: None Number of dweliing units: 0
C. | Fire and ==

MNane associalnd with this fling.

May 1, 2005

Opening Ceremony

1) Building 2) Upashraya
3) Library 4) Bhojanshala
5) Art Gallery

1) Dhwaja Dand Abhishek
2) Ghant Abhishek
3) Kalash Abhishek

May 15, 2005

All Pratimas (Idols) Nagar
Pravesh ceremony.

1) Shwetambar Tradition
2) Dadawadi

May 23, 2005

All Pratimas (Idols) Nagar
Pravesh ceremony.

1) Digambar Tradition

June 10-19, 2005

.
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WEDNESDAY JUNE 15, 2005 JYESTH SUD &

DHYAN MANDIR- MEDITATION HALL

FRIDAY JUNE 17, 2005 JYESTH SUD 10

MAHAVIRSWAMI TEMPLE

4 | |~ eI
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- Various Pratishtha Ceremonies

PRATISHTHA :

Vir Samvat 2531

ADINATH TEMPLE

(Digambar Tradition)

(Shrimad Rajchandra Tradition)

{(Swetambar Tradition)

SATURDAY JUNE 18, 2005 JYESTH SUD 11

DADAWADI

SATURDAY JUNE 18, 2005 JYESTH SUD 11

: PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV : FRIDAY - JUNE 10, 2005 TO SUNDAY - JUNE 19, 2005
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT IDOLS
SHRIMAD CHITRAPAT - ASHTAPAD
PAT - ART WORK - JAIN THEMES

Name Mahavir Swami (Mulnayak)
Lanchhan Mark | The Lion
Floor Second Floor Temple
Placement Main Gabhara - center
Height 217
Material White marble
Place of Making | Original Idol from our Temple
Significance 24™ Tirthankar — Last Tirthankar of present
Chovishi
Special Notes e DParikar
e Anjanshalaka performed at Surat, India
on May 2, 2004.
Name Neminath
Lanchhan Mark | The Conch Shell
Floor Second Floor Temple
Placement Right of Mulnayak
Height 25>
Material White marble
Place of Making | Jaipur, India
Significance 22™ Tirthankar
Special Notes e Bha Mandal.
e Anjanshalaka performed at Surat, India
on May 2, 2004.
Name Sambhavnath
Lanchhan Mark | The Horse
Floor Second Floor Temple
Placement Left of Mulnayak
Height 25
Material White marble
Place of Making | Jaipur, India
Significance 3" Tirthankar

Special Notes

e Bha Mandal
e Anjanshalaka performed at Surat, India
on May 2, 2004

e This was selected astrologically to:
Name: Jain Center & Place: New York City
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Name

Parshwanath

Lanchhan Mark

The Snake

Floor

Second Floor Temple

Placement Back Gabhara, Right of Mulnayak
Height 317

Material Bhaislana Black Marble

Place of Making | Jaipur, India

Significance 23" Tirthankar

Special Notes

e Ht: 36 with fana.
® Idol design is similar to Uvsaggharam

Lirth.
Name Shantinath
Lanchhan Mark | The Deer
Floor Second Floor Temple
Placement Back Gabhara, Left of Mulnayak
Height 31
Material Panch Dhatu (Metal)
Place of Making | Indore, India
Significance 16" Tirthankar

Special Notes

e Bha Mandal

e Casting was done under guidance of
Acharya Shri Hem Ratna Suriji.

e Total wt: 750 kg; Statue wt: 350 kg.

e Bha Mandal wt: 150 kg; base wt: 250 Kg.

Name Adinath Chomukhi

LLanchhan Mark | The Bull

Floor Second Floor Temple

Placement Bhamati Area - sitting on lotus flower on
pedestal with a tree on the top

Height Total 6’-9” - statue Ht: 15”

Material Yellow Jaisalmer stone

Place of Making | Ahmedabad, India

Significance 1" Tirthankar of present Chovishi

Special Notes

e Four Pratimas, one in each of the four
directions
Carved from one piece of stone.
Can view from Ithaca Street




DEV DEVI GOKHALAS

On second floor temple east & west walls has 10 Dev Devi idols. All are made out of white
marble at Ahmedabad. 18 Abhishek were done at Surat on 2™ May 2005.

Further details on each idol are as follows:

Name Bhomiyaji
Floor First Floor
Placement Gokhala at rear entry vestibule
Height ire
Material White Marble
Place of Making | Ahmedabad, India
Significance Caretaker of the temple
Special Notes e He is the natural positive energy at the
mountain Sametshikhar.
e Also Two Elephant and Dwarpal

artistically carved on marble panel will
welcome all
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1) Gautam Swami — Ht: 177

Disciple of Mahavir Swami

Adi Guru Gautam - beginning of Gandharvad.

He went on Ashtapad in search for salvation. He gained Keval
Gyan (Absolute enlightenment) following Nirvana of Mahavir
Swami on the auspicious day of Diwali.

3) Padmavad Devi — Ht: 177

She is the Yakshini- divine guardian of Parshwanath.

She protects her worshippers. She is the most popular deity
among all Jains.

5) Laxmi Devi — Ht: 17”

She is the Goddess of wealth. In Kalpasutra, she is a subject of
fourth dream of Mata Trishala Devi. She is worshipped
particularly at Diwali.
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7) Saraswati Devi — Ht: 177
She is the Goddess of knowledge and learning and a symbol of
Agamas. She is worshipped on the day of Shruta Panchami.
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9) Chakreshwari Devi — Ht: 137, placed in Bhamati Area.
She is a divine guardian of 1* Tirthankar Adinath. She is also
known as Shashan Devi. She gives spiritual help to Jain devotees

2) Simandhar Swami — Ht: 17”
He is presently alive (Jiwant Kevli) and one of the twenty
Tirthankar in Mahavideh Kshetra.

4) Manibhadraveer — Ht: 177

He is a Yaksha. Itis an image of a six-armed Yaksha with an
elephant as his vehicle, which travels along the spiritual path
leading to illumination and thereafter salvation. Savior Dev of
Jain devotees.

6) Nakoda Bhairava — Ht: 17”

This is the tutelary deity of Bhairava. It is usually found near the
entrance of the temple. Itis the positive force around the
temple.




8) Ghantakarna Mahavir — Ht: 17”7
He is 13" of 52 Vir (Heros). He is celestial being and protects
the faithful Jains. This deity is worshipped for protection and
driving away the evil influence created by lower types of negative
energy.

10) Goumukhi Yaksha — Ht: 13”— Placed in Bhamat area
He is divine guardian to Adinath - 1” Tirthankar.

Navkar Mantra will be placed on the East Wall (Navkar Niche) in the Upashraya on the Second
Floor. Size will be 4’ x 6°. It will be carved in crystal stone with colored gem stone inlay. We are
trying to do each line in original color. It is being carved in Jaipur'& will be installed in June 2006.

Navkar Mantra

1 bow down To Arthanita




Name Adinath (Mulnayak)
Lanchhan Mark | The Bull
Floor Third Floor Temple
Placement Gabhara in the Center
Height 31”
Material White Marble
Place of Making | Jaipur, India
Significance 1" Tirthankar
Special Notes e Bha Mandal
® Pran Pratishtha performed at Agra, India
on February 9%, 2004
Mantra Om Hrim Sri Adinath Jinendraya Namah
Name Padma Prabhu
Lanchhan Mark | The Lotus
Floor Third Floor Temple
Placement Right side of Adinath
Height 2t
Material White Marble
Place of Making | Jaipur, India
Significance 6" Tirthankar

Special Notes

® DPran Pratishtha performed at Agra, India
on February 9", 2004

Mantra Om Hrim Sri Padhma Prabhu Jinendraya
Namah :

Name Chandra Prabhu

ILanchhan Mark [ The Moon

Floor Third Floor Temple

Placement Left side of Adinath

Height 257

Material White Marble

Place of Making | Jaipur, India

Significance 8" Tirthankar

Special Notes

® Pran Pratishtha performed at Agra, India
on February 9", 2004

Mantra

Om Hrim Sri Chandra Prabhu Jinendraya
Namah
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Name Parshwanath

Lanchhan Mark | The Snake

Floor Third Floor Temple

Placement Back Gabhara, Right side of Adinath
Height 51.”

Material Black marble from Bhaislana

Place of Making | Jaipur

Significance 23" Tirthankar

Special Notes

e Standing Idol

e Pran Pratishtha performed at Agra, India
on February 9", 2004

® Bhigna Haran, Upsarga Vijeta,
Chintamani Parshwanath

'
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Mantra Om Hrim Sri Parshwanath Jinendraya Namah
Name Bahubali

Floor Third Floor Temple

Placement Back Gabhara,l eft side of Adinath

Height 51”

Material Pink marble from Udaipur

Place of Making | Jaipur

Significance Bearer of utmost penance “Akriim Sadhak”

Special Notes

e Standing Idol
® Pran Pratishtha performed at Agra, India
on February 9" 2004

Mantra

Om Hrim Sr1 Bahubali Swami Namah




Charan

Shrimad Rajchandra — Chitrapat

Third Floor Shrimad Hall — Dhyan -
Mandir

Placement Special marble structure
i 60” x 307
Material Painting
Place of Making AGASH
Special Notes e Charan (Paduka) — size 7

® Om & Mahavir Swami Idol at the top
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Mantra

Sahajatma Swarup Paramguru
Atam Bhavana Bhavata

Jiv Lahe Kevalgyan Re
Paramguru Nirgranth Sarvagnadev

s = log. INte kaakian Qi 0

L_— ;-II — e I ‘-_:—-—-;.‘l!

e | |
—— | ——

|| ——




Name Jin Kushal Suri
Floor Fourth Floor
Placement Dadawadi

Height 152

Material White Marble

Place of Making | Jaipur, India

Special Notes e Charan —size 77

Ashtapad Maha Tirth

This will be located on fourth floor in the Dadawadi Area. The mountain will be made of natural
Crystal Stone and Idols will be carved out of various Gemstones at Jaipur. This will be installed in
place in May 2007. (For further details see other articles in the Souvenir.)
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SECOND FLOOR -
PAT- ART WORK

THIRD FLOOR
PAT- ART WORK

MARBLE PAT 6 W”x H” 1. Temple Walls Either Marble or
PAT area Painting
PAT #2 Delvada 62"x42”
PAT #3 Gimar 407x42” 12 Bhawna
PAT # 4 Shatrunjaya 527x42"
PAT #10 Sametshikhar 527x42”
PAT #11 Pava puri 507x42” 2. Bhamati PAT area Either Marble or
PAT #12 Ranakpur 627x42” Painting
4 Bhawna
SILVER PAT A. Maitri
A. Pramod
PAT #5 Champapuri 68"x30" B. Karuna
PAT #9 Shankheshwar 68"x30” C. Madhyasth
ARTWORK - PAINTINGS 2. Flat Gokhalas Painting 4
14”x24"x1”
1. Nem Rajul Procession — 100”x40” A. Om
B. Rim
2. Panch Kalyanak (5) paintings C. Shrim
D. Arhum
A. Chhyavan 50”x32"
B. Janma 50"x32” 3. Temple Main Gokhalas Marble
C. Diksha 50"x32” 19"x24"x7”
D. Keval Gyan 50"x32” A. Nav Devta .
E. Nirvana 507x32” B. Panch Parmeshthi
C. Panch Meru
3. Shri Mahavir Swami 277x42” D. Jeen Vani / Shruti Skandh
(7) painting E. Kesar/ Gandodhak
A. Indra— 5 — Roop 4. Hallway Temple Wall 4 Temple Photographs
B. Bal Kreeda
C. Family A. Bawan Gaja
D. Brahmin Vastra B. Mangi Tungi
E. Chandkoshiyo Nag C. Kundal Pur
F. Chandan Bala D. Mahavirji
G. Tirth Sthapna Samovsaran
5. Lobby —Both walls Painting 6 to 8
4. Jain Artworks — (Temple wall/ stair wall)
(8) painting
Abstract design A. Jamboo Dweep/ Teenlok
(Size for 6 pcs.) 287x28” B. Sansar Chakra
( Size for 2 pcs) 287x28” C. Shat Leshya
D. Sansar Darshan
5. Vis — Sthanak 52"x42” E. Gati4
6. Siddhi Chakra 52"x 427
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ARTWORK ~ INTERIOR DECORATION - THEMES
FLOOR PLACE ART WORK THEMES
CELLAR HALL ART GALLERY
1 FLOOR BACK ELEPHANT & 1. ANEKANTVAD
VESTIBULE DWARPAL
2. ACADEMICS
RESERVED JAIN CHINHA
AREA 3. COSMOLOGY
2" FLOOR LECTURE NAVKAR MANTRA
HALL 4. ECOLOGY
UPASHRAYA
5. GEOGRAPHY
LOBBY A TIRTH DARSHAN
PILGRIMAGE 6. HISTORY
LOBBY B AHIMSA, JEEVDAYA 7. LITERATURE
NON-VOILENCE
8. PHILOSOPHY
39 FLOOR HALLWAY TEMPLE PHOTOGRAPHS
GYAN DARSHAN 9. SCIENCE
SHRIMAD RAJCHANDRA
LOBBY A JAMBOO DWEEP/TEENLOK 10. OTHERS
SANSAR CHAKRA
SHAT LESHYA (STAIR WALLS)
SANSAR DARSHAN
GATI14
LOBBY B CHARITRA - TAP
4™ FLOOR DINING HALL | VEGETARIANISM
LOBBY A RESPECT TO SADHU & SADHVI

SAKAL SANGH FORGIVENESS
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*Our Concept of Ashtapad Model

4" Floor - Dadawadi - Dimensions Ashtapad Mountain Dimensions
Length 25 Height at Centre i
Width 1497 Height on Sides b
Height at Centre 15 6” Width 146"
Height on Sides 10097 Depth 51"
Skylight Width G Depth from Ghass 75
Front Glass Windows 25 Size of the Steps 5X18°" X26"
Gokhala & Statue Dimensions:
Level Size et H W | D Tirthankars H W D
(Idols)
1-Lowest N-large 2 28 227 1o 2(2) 9°-11” op? 57

2-Lower Small 10 3 | 12 4 15 to 24 (10) 35”7 £ |\
3-Middle Medum 8 18 %| E5KST 710 14 (8) 5 RS

4-Upper Larpe 4 s 1 | B 3t06(4) T7°9” 52| 4
Story Carvings:
1. Shri Adinath-Birth 2. Varshi Tap Parna 3. Samovsaran
4. King Bharat 5. Areesha Mahal Story 6. Tapas-Kheer Parna
7. Shri Gautam Swami 8. Naagkumar Story
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SHRI ASHTAPAD MAHA TIRTH

Introduction

Shri Ashtapad Maha Tirth (place of worship) is one of the major Jain Tirths and is sttuated
in the tranquil heights of the snow-covered Himalayas. [t 1s 168 miles north of Badrinath and about
5 to 7 miles away from Mansarovar on the way to Mount Kailash. Thousands of years ago, Shn
Adinath Bhagwan, first of the 24 Tirthankars, attained salvation at this place. After his salvation, his
son King Bharat made a palace (known as “Sinh-Nishadhya™) of gemstones with 24 idols of Jain
Tirthankars on Ashtapad Mountain in his memory. Ashtapad derived its name from the fact that it
has eight steps to go up the mountain (Ashta means eight and pad means steps in Sanskrit). Other
names for the Tirth are Ratnamay (madec of gemstones) Rajatdn and Sfaukachal (the crystal palace).

Ashtapad design as per scripture
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The following legend 1s associated with Ashtapad, describing the clarvoyance and absolute
knowledge of Tirthankars. “After attaining absolute knowledge, Shn Adinath Bhagwan was
delivering sermon while scated in Samovsaran. Out of curiosity, King Bharar asked if anyone out of
the audience would become Kevli and be a part of forth-coming Chovishi. Shri Adinath Bhagwan
replied affirmatvely and clairvoyantly declared that the soul of Maricht, whe was present in the
audience, will become 24th Tirthankar after many hfc cyvcles and will be known as Mahavir.”

Development of the concept

The Jain Center of America in New York 1s constructing a new building for its temple and
other religious actvities. As a tribute to the 24 Tirthankars and with a view to making a lastng
contribution to the society, some of the devotees thought of creating 24 idols (Shri Chovishi) out of
the gemstones and to house them in a “Ratna Mandir” around Gabhara wall on 2nd Floor.

While details of Ratna Mandir were being worked out, 2 PAT (a picture engraved or carved)
with attwork of Shn Ashtapad Tirth was seen in a temple at Jaipur, India. This provided an
inspiration to integrate the Ratna Mandir with Ashtapad Tirth, which 1s supposed to be made of
gemstones. Thus an idea was born to create a model of Shn Ashtapad Moeuntain along with 24 wlols
out of gemstones that will fulfill the desire of constructing a Ratna Mandir as well as Shn Chovishi.

Design Development

Once the cancept of Ashtapad was confirmed, the next step was to develop an architecrural
design of the model on the drawing board. This required further research for pertinent mformation.
We reccived some leads from our religious leaders, scholars & friends including artisans in faipur.
We collected a number of arncles from old Jain Scrptures. This provided us with considerable
knowledge and insight into the history of Shn Ashtapad.

The next step was to identify & earmark a surtable place to house the whole unit in the
upcoming four-storey Jain Center building. In order to imutare rhe real environment of Ashtapad’s
location 1n Himalayas with its exposure 10 open sky, a decision was made to locate the unit on the




4th floor in the conservatory (Dadawadi). The 4th floor being the top floor has a skylight and front
windows giving a semblance of openness to the sky. This was the best location for Ashtapad.
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Now an architectural design was developed to a scale based on the available space. The
original Ashtapad is omni-directional (four-sided) but space constraints forced us to make a
unidirectional unit viewable only from the front. The height & width of the mountain was
determined according to the space available in the conservatory.

Based on the religious verse, idol positions were determined for a unidirectional unit in 4
horizontal rows, one above the other. Dimensions of the idols will depend on the available space in
each row. The next step was to carve suitable niches in the mountain for each row and position the
idols inside the niches. Each niche will have a base, an arch, and 4 dome that resembles a small
Gokhala. In the final unit, the front part of the Gokhalas will be sculpted in the mountain itself.
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Model Making

A series of progressive prototypes were developed to experiment with various materials,
layouts, designs and dimensions. These prototypes also helped in visualizing the ultimate design of
the model of Shri Ashtapad. The first two original prototypes were flat, made out of serpentine
stone. In the initial models, idols were installed in the individual Gokhalas, carved in the mountain.

Initially, stories were carved as two-dimensional units at the base in front of the mountain in
first two prototypes. As the concept matured, eight of these carvings depicting various stories were
carved into three-dimensional units, which will be located in front of the mountain.
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Model In Making

Mountain

The mountain is the main body and is made of crystal quartz. Various pieces were assembled
to provide a sloping pattern on the front & sides in order to replicate the effect of a real mountain.
Eight steps are constructed in the center leading to the first row of the Gokhala. Just above the
topmost step, 24 Gokhalas are sculpted out of the mountain itself wherein the idols will be housed.
This model is built to 1/5th scale compated to the final unit. The final model will also be adorned
with a Kalash and a flag on the mountain-top. The wall at the back will be suitably decorated to
depict the open sky. It is intended to create an effect of snow-capped mountains by appropriate
measures. The weight of the mountain will be 10 tons.

Gokhalas
There are 24 Gokhalas of varying sizes carved into the mountain. Two are extra large, four
are large, eight are medium and ten are small. Two front pillars of each gokhala have carved images
of devotees (chamardharis or whisk carriers) praying to the God. The domes and arches are also
carved with decorative art work.

Idols (Figurines)

24 Figurines have been carved to represent the 24 Tirthankars. Each figurine has its own
symbol carved at the base that identifies the idol to a viewer. In addition, the idol’s name will appear
at the base along with the gemstone name. The final model will consist of 24 idols made from
different color gemstones. Due to limitations of the available gemstones, the color will not conform
to the original color associated with each Tirthankar. Idols are arranged according to the religious
rules. Dimensions and positions vary according to the space available within the arrangement.

Smokey Quartz
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Shri Adinath Bhagwan

During the third Aara (Era) of “Avsarpini kail”, King Nabhiraj and Queen Marudevi ruled
over the land of Bharat-kshetra. When the Soul of Bhagwan Rishabhdev took its place in the womb
of Mata Marudevi, she had a vision of 14 auspicious dreams in sequence. The Queen gave birth on
the eighth day of second half of the month of Chaitra. The first Tirthankar was endowed with the
three-fold knowledge of Mati, Shruti and Avadhigyan. On the twelfth day Indra named Bhagwan as
Rishabhdev based on the first vision of a Vrishabh (Oxon) in the Queen's dream.

When prince attained adulthood, he was married to Sumangala and Sunanda. Sumangala
gave birth to Bharat and Brahmi. Sunanda also gave birth to Bahubali and Sundari. After Nabhiraj,
Rishabh came to throne and became King. He ruled well and taught Yugliks (Couple) — Ashi, Mashi
and Krushi - various arts & crafts, languages, commerce, agriculture and relationships and
established a good society. As life went by, he decided to renounce the world. He plucked all his
hairs and bowed down to the liberated Souls.

Varshi Tap Parna
While fasting continuously for over a year, Rishabhdev reached the city of Hastinapur. King
Shreyanskumar, grandson of Bahubali, bowed down and offered him fresh sugarcane juice. This is
how Rishabhdev ended his year-long fast. The entire universe resounded with the words Aho
Daanam meaning best donation. Since then the tradition of Varshi-Tap Parna has been followed.

Kevalgyan & Nirvana

A considerable amount of his time was spent in the highest kind of meditation. Sitting under
a Ryan tree in deep meditation he attained Kevalgyan (absolute knowledge). Indra & other Gods
thronged there to celebrate the fourth Kalyanak (Kevalgyan). They constructed a divine Assembly
Hall known as Samovsarana for Adinath Bhagwan's first sermon.

When he learnt that his life was to come to an end, he went atop Mount Ashtapad along
with 10000 Jain Munis for santhara (fasting unto death). After six days of fasting, Bhagwan attained
Nirvana (Salvation).

Shri Adinath B an
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Bharat Chakravarti

Bharat was the eldest son of Adinath Bhagwan. He was obsessed to be a Chakravarti. He
demanded his brothers to yield to his power. This was followed by famous Bharat/Bahubali fight.
Bahubali was very much disturbed to learn that Bharat has tried to use the ChakraRatna. He raised
his strong arms to punish Bharat but then he realized that he was the son of Adinath Bhagwan and
should observe non-violence and renounce this materalistic world like his father. Without lowering
his arms, he plucked his hairs and became a monk. Subsequently Bharat became Chakravarti.

Upon hearing of Nirvana of Adinath Bhagwan, Bharat went to Ashtapad Mountain to pay
his homage. Overwhelmed by grief, he lit the funeral pyre. After cremation, he decided to construct
a Ratnamay Palace in the memory of Adinath Bhagwan on Ashtapad Mountain where he installed
statues of 24 Tirthankaras as per description given by Shri Adinath Bhagwan during a sermon.

Bharat Chakravarti Areesha Mahal
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Areesha Mahal
Once, King Bharat, looking in the mirror (in Glass) adored himself and the jewels that
adorned him from head to toe. Suddenly, it struck him that his handsome looks were only skin-deep
and illusionary. True beauty, he realized, did not lie in material possessions, came from within. Thus

the King was able to break away from the bonds of Karma and attained Kevalgyan immediately.
King Bharat was the last in his family to attain Moksha.

Gautam Swami
Indrabhuti of Gautam Gotra, was well versed with Vedic knowledge, became a disciple of
Mahavir and along with his 500 followers established Chaturvidh Sangh. Shri Gautam Swami
became head of all monks and nuns as first Ganadhar at the age of 50.
When Gautam Swami learned about Bhagwan Mahavir's Nirvana, he broke down with grief.
He went on lamenting when all of a sudden he realized the folly & futility of it and at that moment
he attained absolute knowledge.

Shri Gautam Swami Tapas-Kheer Parna
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Tapas Story — Kheer Parna

Once Bhagwan Mahavir said in his sermon, “Anyone who will scale Mount Ashtapad and
offer prayers to all the 24 Tirthankars will get salvation". When Gautam Swami learned this, he
decided to go to Ashtapad. At this time 3 Tapas, each having 500 disciples, were trying to scale
Mount Ashtapad. With the help of spiritual power (Labdhi) - holding the sunrays as rope — Gautam
swami scaled the Ashtapad Mountain. Next day morning when he came down, all 1503 Tapas,
impressed by his achievement became Mahavir’s disciples. All the Tapas were fasting for 3 days so
Gautam Swami arranged for Kheer Parna. As the quantity of Kheer was not enough, he put his
thumb in the vessel so that everyone could do Kheer Parna. Since all Tapas had pure heart & mind
all of them became Kevli.

y

Naag Kumar & Sagar’s Sons
King Sagar had sixty thousand sons. Impressed with the beauty of Ashtapad Palace these
princes wanted to provide protection. The Princes decided to dig a trench around the mountain and
fill it with the holy water from the Ganges. This disturbed Naag Kumar Dev so he came out and
with his flame he reduced all 60000 princes to the ashes.

ar’s Sons
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Ravan — Mandodari Bhakti
Ravan went up the Ashtapad Mountain with his wife Mandodari. Filled with joy she went up
the mountain dancing while Ravan played Veena. Accidentally a wire from Veena got loose and
broke. Thinking his wife may stop dancing, he pulled out a vein from his arm & replaced the wire.
This way he kept playing Veena till they arrived at the top of Ashtapad. They performed pooja and
offered prayers to all the idols. This way Ravan attained Tirthankar Gotra & a place in upcoming
Chovishi.
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Exhibit at Mumbai, July 2003
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In Ahmedabad on Sunday.

Rare minlature on
display at Jain temple

The original Tirth, which will be set
up in New York in 2006, is under con-
struction at Jaipur. About 12.5 feet in
height and 14.5 feet in breadth, it is be-
ing made of 80 kinds of precious and
semi-precious stones.

The raw material is mostly being
wmmmdmm

been acquired from Brazil, of which
12 tonnes will be used for the Tirth.
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA-NY
HISTORY
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“JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA - NEW YORK” is the first Jain organization established and regisiered in North

America - USA. Presently flourishing center had a modest beginning under the leadership of Dr. Narendra Shethi and few oth-

: 0"::0 :

L1

ers In year 1965, Few Jain families used to meet at residence of different families for Bhakei Bhavna, Samayik, and Pratikraman

bl
]

r

fo}

and for special events/functions ac Columbia University, Indian Consulate or at other Secutar Halls, In year 1973 D Narendra

s
Y]
‘oin

L1

Shethi — President of Jain Center of New York, announced to build a wemple during the Diwali celebration function and

i
b :Jc

FI

Gurudev Shri Chitrabhanu envisioned the temple as something more than a place of worship but also a center of communica-

LY

tion, with other faiths. This news was published in New York Times, the renowned newspaper of New York & USA. (See

o)

i |
F)

Appendix —A)

B
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Soon the wheels starred rolling. Shri Dinesh Chheda and Shri Bhavanji Lodava made an artangement to bring Pratimayi

L L L T T eI T
"

-
]

Q:

(Idol) of Shri Mahavirswami from Plaitana through their father—in-low Shri Nayak Jethabhai, a crustee of Sheth Keshavji Nayak

wry
T

Palitana Charteies Trost. The Pratimaji of Shri Mahavirswami was shipped from Bombay by ship "Hoegh Dyvke' in- November

rad ¥,
|

Q:

[ 14
in,

1974 and was installed ac Jain Meditation Center, New York in December 1974, (See Appendix -B). In seventies New York

o}

L1
e L | Py

Jain Sangh benefited th Jearning Jain Philosophy and Teachings under the spintual guidances of Gurudev Shn Chitrabhanu and

[o}

FTTM

Guruji Shri Sushilikurmacp.

Ll

o)

: Jain Center of New York was re-named as Jain Center of America — New York and registered as Religious Non-profit

"

Membership Corporation in New York in April 1976, The principal goal of the organization was to fulfill religious needs of

-nrd-ur
FIT%

B Jain community of New York —Tri-state arca. The motto of the organization is:

“ We believe in Truth & Non-Violence” and “ Live and Let Live.”

However a temple remained a dream up 0 1980, Finally the community leaders and officers of fain Center of America,
D Mahendra K. Pandya. Shri Anand Nahar and Shri Kamal Surana dedided o purchase a building at 43-11 Ithaca Sueet,

Eimhurst, NY on February 10, 1981, The Pratimaji of Shri Mahavirswami (our Mulnayak) was installed in the temple build-

ary
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ing in spring of 1982 after necessary renovation.

»
o

o
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A small group of people under the leadership of Sht Kanubhai Lakhani, Shi Vinay Vakani and Shn Jayendra Shah start-

"W

o)

¢d Bhakti-Bhavaa every Friday nighrt at this location. The Bhakui-Bhavna program became very popular i cighties due 1o devo-
cional Bhakd by Shri Vinodbhai Shah, Shrt Harshad Doshi and Shri Nareshbhai S. Shah. People eagerhy avaited Bhake-Bhavina

of Fridays. More religious activitics fike Bhavna, Snatra Puja, Samayik, Pratkraman etc. were performed at the temple. The rem-

|
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ple became a focal point for 2l Jains - young, Adults and seniors; Swetambars, Digambars, Sthanakvasis erc,

e
Jrt

The center srarted regularly observing Parvushana Parva, Das Lakshna Parva, Samvatsarl Pratikeaman (Kshamapana),
Janma Kalyanak of Mahavirswami, Mahavir Nirvan Din (Diwali), Aaymbil Oli, Chaitya Paripadi, Akhand Jaaps, Samayik.

monthh reciation of Bhakeamar Stotra with five smarans ete. at the emple as well as Audiroriums of Schools or Colleges. to

(o)

»
rl

LR
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accommodate ever growing crowd.

o
™
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Ll

The center set a trend by inviting spiritual Leaders and Scholars like Gurudey Shri Chitrabhanu, Gurgji Sushilkumarg,

ar

2y

-

Shri Tripuri Bandhu, Acharyshri Chandnaji, Shri Roopchandji. Shri Manakmuni, Shri Jinchandrasuriji, Shri Arimanandji, Shri
Bhattaraakjt, Pandit Shri Dhirajbhai Mehta, Dr. Kumarpal
Desat, Shit Kiranbhai Parckh, Rajendrabhai Shah, Smi. Sunandaben Vora, Dr. Rajoikant Shah (of New Jersey), Shri

Chandrakant Mehea cee. for Paryushna Parva and for summer leciures,

)r&ur
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Ower and above regular events several Poojans such as Shri Bhaktamar Paojan, Shri Gautamswami Poojan, Shri Parshwa

,
o

]

r.
e

— Padmavadidevi Poojan, Shi Siddhachakea Poojan, and Shri Rushimandal Poojan ete. were performed at the wemiple, These

]
ey
LA

[ 14

e ;_02. |.:°

poojans were performed by renowned vidhikars such as Shri Babubhai Kadiwala, Shri Shashikant Mehea, Shri Rajendrabhai
Daal, Shri Narendrabhat Nandw, Shri Daga and many vthers including our own Shrt Naceshbhai S. Shah, We also had Bhay
Yatras of Shetrunjay by Sme. Bhartiben Shah and one lakh (100,000) Navkar Mantra Jaap at our wemple.
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o .
3 The members of JCA visited several remples of USA and Canada such s Toronto, Chicago, Piusburgh, Washington '
A DC., Boston, Allentown, and Siddhachalam New Jersey as pilgrimage or as Chaityaparipati after Parvushana Parva and per- ]
e formed Snaira Puja / Panch Kalyanak Puja at various towns from1981 10 present. .
iR Jain Center organized classes o teach Jain religion o yeung kids through pathshalas, We had able guidance from Shri

& - ]
it Chandrakane Shah, Smit. Susmitaben Mehea, Smr. Jayanaben Mehta, Smt. Bhartiben Shah, Dr. Meeraben Kothard, Dr. Jvotiben

: . A . '
2 Gandhi, Urmilaben Sanghvi and others.

During the above period there were number of Tapscharyas like Atthais. Mas-kshamans, Ayambil Olis and Varsitaps.

0; Parna with entire Jain Sangh followed most of the above rapscharyas. OQur Sangh is fortunate 1o have number of Tapsvis per- ‘
(o} forming Varsi-Tap, Vardhman-Tap, Ayambil Oli, Mas Kshaman & Atthais. |
:: The center also hosted Tnternational Jain Conference on Apnil 20, 1975 and 2nd JAINA Convention in May 28-30, :
é. 1983, when JAINA adopted their constitution. JCA revised its original constitution and approved it at the general body meet- ]

-‘J.: ing, on November 22, 1992, As JCA kept on growing with the time  che constitution of JCA was again revised and adopred

2 on Seprember 21, 2001, g accommodate the needs and desires of members and to have better organization.

é The space of the remple and parking became a constraint for the growing community and hence a 4.5 acres of virgin

M land was purchased on North Service Road of Long Island Expressway, in the Village of Lake Success. The project e build wem-

’ ple and community hall in the year 1998 got delaved due to governmental procedures, In the mean dme in year 2000 a
3

Sadharmik family came forward with a proposal to construct a new building ac Ithaca Street,  Jain Center of America and Jain

Community (Sangh) accepred their proposal to huild the teple building,

The cxisting Praiimayis from the temple were moved to Shri Kishorbhai and Ranjanben Mehta's residence and thea wo
45-22 74th Street, Elmhurst, NY, the place purchased by JCA for temporary temple. The building at Ithaca Street was demol-
ished in end of year 2001. Bhoomipoojan and Shilaropan ceremonies tor new eerple building were performed on March 30,
2002 and July 12, 2002 respectively. Construction of building was started soon after Shilaropan of nine shilas with the bless-
ings of Gurudev Shri Chitrabhanu.

The temple building is now completed by enormous efforts of Dr. Rajnikant Shah, St Mridulaben Shah and many
others over last {5) five years. The Jain Community of Diamond and Color Store Industry donated the construction cost for
the building. Jain Center of America - New York contributed funds towards furnishing of the building, The building  has  Shi
Mahavirswami Temple (Swetambar Tradition), Shri Adinachji “Temple {Digambar Tradition), Dadawadi, Upashrya / Sthanak,
Shrimad Hall (Dhyan Mandir), Library (Gyan Mandir), Arc Gallery, Dinning Room (Bhojanshala) and Mult-purpose Hall

ik 00 & i

o

A

2 oK

for seniors and youth. The building will uniquely satisfy the needs of all 'Iraditions. under one roof of JCA.

z The building was handed over by members of Diamond and Color Stone Industry to Jain Center of America on
November 28, 2004 in a formal “Key Handover Ceremony” in presence of Jain Community. The Building and Upashrya f
0

Sthanak, Art Gallery, Library (Gvan Mandir), Bhojanahala were opened on - May 1, 20035 with formal “Opening Ceremony™.
Nagar Pravesh of the Pratimajis was celebrated with a very colorful procession and multiple floats, with a gathering of over 1,500
sadharmics on May 15, 2005,

The temple has become 2 real example of courage, determination, strength and unity of our community: It has fulfilled

Y T

& e
edlit,

=t & e
L%

o the dreams of number of community members and leaders stardng from Dr. Shethi — our First President 1o Dr. Dilip Mukhoyar
é_ — Present Chairman. The emple complex will nurture the needs of this generation as well as future generadions. Tt will serve as
R a center of religious acovities, rituals and place for learning Jain religion and philosophy for our youngseers — the next genera-
tion, for centurics to come,

Let us celebrate the upcoming evens of Pratishcha Mahotsay, during June 10 ~ 19 2005, with our heart and soul. Let

us make this temple Rulfill our moteo “We believe in Truth and Non — Violence™. [2¢ the temple enhance our knowledge about
the Jain religion and its principles like Ahimsa (Non-Violence), Satya (Truth) and Anenkantvad (Multi faich). Let this place
guide us 1o the path of Salvation (Moksha). Live and Let Live.

o
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Compiled by Ramesh Lakhani.
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LS MURITIS OF DERASAR %
; Compiled by: Ankit Mehta {e
it =
[ X T
.: E+
2 L
P Ihe newly designed Jain Center of America features many brand new Jain muris and one very famitiar one. K
N In 1981 che building housing the first Center was fully established by the arrival of a owenry-onc inch marble stat- !
. . en A . . .o . S . K . .,
3 ue of Mabavir Swami featuring his characteristic lion insignia and fair complexion. Now, ncarly a quarter of a cen- L
(B . . . s . . M
3 tury later, this murdi returns to its home fully refinished and accompanied by dozens of newly constructed statues L
Y to consecrate a new building and to inspire a new generanion of Jains in New York City. e
> g [ g y {
5 . . . . - . - . - r,
B Mahavirswami: Mahavirswami was the twenty-fourth tirthankar of our time and has been the central fioure i
Fa . ga - Y o [
e and guiding light of this derasar since 1981. i
el L,
3 He was born in 599 BC as Prince Vardhaman to a powerful King in what s now known as Bihar, India. He v
" . powe o ; €
'3 grew up with wealth, health, power and fame, but renounced it all to scarch for his soul. s
e N &
& Ar the tender age of thirty he relinquished his life of privilege to pursue a life of non-viclence and peace, and =
- . . =4 . y 9 ) I £ P ‘ % 3
g he achieved it all by the age of fortv-rwo when he attained keval gnan. He gave the last thirty years of his life to brin il
: _ y the ag ) ; 8 g ¢ thirty y  bring i
p: truth to his students, followers and enemics alike. At the age of scventy-two, he attained nirvana and freed his soul He
q from the bonds of life, :"
' Py
3 As the last rirthankar of our time, Mahavir Swami remains our inspiration. He is largcly credited with havin €
’ . - - - - - - g y - g - ‘
2 revived the philosophy of Jainism, and it is thanks to his students that the words, practices, culoure and science of L
3 : Py ) . ) . s P : ; L
P Jainism survives to this day. His teachings and Ieadership continuc to guide us in today’s turbulent times, His mes- A
Al sage of ahimsa is the foundation of this derasar and our lives. e
Il L,
h: Neminath: Neminath was twenty-second tirthankar of our time. o
F b,
y: Prince Nemikumar was born to the historic Yadav family in what is now Meerat, India. The family patriarch o

was King Jarasangha, the reigning monarch of Magadh, and his entire family scetled along the banks of the Yamuna
River in cities of Mathura, Shauripur and Dwarka.

e S T T TN T
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™

Nemikumar was born into a tumultuous time in history of the world, a time of war and decadence. The
Mahabharata was in full force and the Prince, also a cousin of Krishna, marured in the midst of it all. Despite the
times Nemikumar was far from attached to his circumstances. His nacural spirituality came to bear ar the time of
his wedding when he inadvertently learned of plans to slaughter a large number of animals to cater his wedding,

e

&

Nemikumar was thoroughly disgusted. He canccled the wedding, relinquished his claim to his property and
set out to Mount Girnar in scarch of his soul. Just fifty-six days later, Nemikumar attained keval gnan. His former
bride to be, Rajul, and his brother, Rathanemi, soon followed his example and accepted him as their spiritual guide
and teacher. Soon after, all three and countless others who joined Neminath, arrained nirvana.

[ Y

Sambhavnath: Sambhavnath was the third tirthankar of our time. He was born to King Jitari and Qucen
Senadevi of Shravasti in modern day Uttar Pradesh, India. Prior to his conception kingdom was in the grips of a ter-
rible famine, buc this was soon drastically changed when the Queen became pregnant with the soul of the third
tirthankar. Crops became plentiful and the local agricultural economy enjoyed an explosive, and entirely unexpect-
ed, revival. For the role that he played in bringing about that which seemed impossible, the couple’s newborn was
named Sambhav,

e bl

o I

el B L e L T A e AL,

Years later he gave up the throne that he inherited and chose the path of spirituality in scarch of his soul. His
soul was sct free on Mount Sameusikhar, in the modern Indian stare of Bihar.

i Wl B

Shantinath: Shantinath was the sixteenth tirthankar of our time.

L L L e R L e L R L A A LR ST T

He was born to Vishvascn and Achiradevi, the reigning King and Queen of Hastinapur in present day Mcerut,
India. The occasion of his birth brought uncharacteristic prosperity and calm to the kingdom, and so he is remem-
bered as Shantinath. As the young Prince grew he conquered most of what is now South Asia, and was named
Chakravarti. Despite his vast influence he renounced his empire and took diksha, eventually araining keval gnan.

He dedicated the final decades of his life to teaching the truth about souls and observed an austere regimen of
meditation, fasting, and concentration. He atcained nirvana with hondreds of his followers on the historic
Sametsikhar Mountain in Bihar, India.
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conduct his business from his airavac, and so his face is often depicted to look like an clephant. He is a very popu-
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QO Parshvanath: Parshvanath was the twenty-third tirthankar of our time. Q]
.‘ Pk -t
£t . ~ ~ - : N M : i
Q. He was born in 879 BC as Parshva, the son ot King Ashvasen and Queen Vamadevi of Varanasi, in what is He
’o'*' now Mecrut, India, He was raised near the banks of the river Ganga and had aceess to all of the marerial comforts 7
Ao i I
;6;_ ot life. 5
& He was raised as a royal, but his reputation as a fierce warrior was eclipsed by his scholarly esteern. In time he :
':Qg became an admirer of Neminath, and soon followed his pach o diksha, keval gnan and evenrually nirvana in 777 i
] - L
.29:_ BC. q
[ ] .- . - . N -~ ~ - - . . r.
ok Parshvanath’s insignia Is the snake, thanks to a pair of very famous incidents. While she was pregnant him, Ho
F°= Parshva's mother saved his father from a snake in the dark of night, so the parents decided to name their son Parshva _?
s i memory of that night. Later on in his life when he was a teenaged Prince, Parshva came across a religious cere- =
O mony in a kingdom village whereby a local priest sacrificed a pair of serpents in a ceremonial fire. This shook the e
O Prince. He decided o act against the direction of his advisors. and 1o the dismay of the pricst, by wrying o save the L
L . - . . [%
.-6: burning snakes. He removed them from the flames and placed them gently on the ground and sofily recited the 5
H M . ~ . . - ’ . Ha
St Navkar Mantra with the hopes of healing them. As those snakes took thetr last breaths, the Prince lost the will o %
il . e - o
O continue lite in royaloy. o
3 . . R R R .. r
3 He ok diksha and became an ascetic, and resolved 1o spend the rest of his life in search of his soul. He Re
- la . . . - . . . . . »l
o observed a disciplined program of meditation through harsh climates and physical threaes, but he never lost his con- i
R ceneration or will to continue. Through it all he was protected by the souls of the snakes he had tried to save decades =
=°..n earlier. The statue that commemorates his life now bears the image of those thankful devorees. ™
[ ] 4
':?:‘ Simandhar swami: Simandhar swami is a current tirthankar in Mahavideh Kshetra. Simandhar swami was A
o ) born o royal privilege as the son of King Shrevans and Queen Satyaki at the time of our Kunthunath in a distant 0
?01 dimension known onlv as Mahavideh Kshetra. He renounced the world around the time of Munisuvrar Swami and _?
g after many years as an ascetic attained keval gnan. He is now tens of thousands of vears old and is expected to live 5
0 much fonger untl he uldmarely attains nirvana some dme in the distant futore, A
L 3
A . . s
A Until thae time arrives, he works today like tirthankars past to advance the message of ahimsa, and to bring all ™
si= .. . 7 , L . il
o} living beings closer 1o the truth and o their souls, We honor his mission and follow his lead so thar we may, one ‘0
-y, « - . . Lt
.‘-6: day, join him in that far away land and frec our own souls. Y
e} ‘ ’ ™
-4 ] - . . A
_?6:_ Gautamswami: Gauramswami was a student of Mahavir. B
LM - . . . . . . Pia
_?62_ He was famous for his intelligence and devorion to his reacher, so much so that some say thar his passion 7o
B clouded his soul. Soon after Mahavir left his natural body and attained nirvana, Gauam suffered and grieved much. B
X It was only atter this grieving that he understood the ills of his actachment to the human form of his teacher’s soul. e
- - N ~ . . -
o Soon after he finally realized keval gnan, and eventually reached nirvana. i
[Nl [y
.'(- - . P . - N ~ - . I - -’
o} Ghantakarna: Ghantakarna is the spirit of a former king and fierce warrior who used his milicary expertise iy
wa - . - . . . [
:6; and weaponry to protect people of faith and ro defend the helpless. He is worshipped by those who seck his help )
e} . S : )
(et and protection, and by those who hope to follow in his example. LM
.'.o‘". _r
L Manibhadra: Manibhadra was a very powerful monarch whe was also intensely spiricual. He was known to Py
e ) ) 5]
£y Ho
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i b
‘o Lar deity and his soul is revered by those who seek his help 1o make miracles come true.
LTI o
- . . . . . . . . - - ol
o) Nakoda Bhairav: Nakoda Bhairav is a deicy who is symbolically installed ac the entrance of che place of wor-
;Oé ship 1o arouse positive emortions from visitors and worshippers. ‘"
o} »
e . . . .. - . byl
:6: Saraswati: Saraswatidevi is the patron goddess of knowledge. In her hands she holds a book, a sitar and a f
o} : A »
Ld rosary as symbols of knowledge, practice, and spiricuality. -
iy ) ) ‘ o™
o} . . . e
:-o-g Laxmi: Laxmidevi is the patron goddess of wealth. In her hands she holds a lotus, an clephant, a vase, and LM
e : g i
=O= gold as symbols of prosperity and power. -.._
Fie . . .. - - - i N "“
Ho admavati: Padmavadidevi is the parron goddess of Parshvanach, and is charged with the responsibilicy of car- H
kQJ Padmavati: Pad d he godd t Parsl } d is charged with ¢l i bility of e
- - - - - P - .
‘O rving forth his spiritnal message. e
[l 1]
- lm - - . - - .
o} Rushabhdev: Rushabhdev was the first tirchankar of our ume, A
it [
et He was born as Rushabh, the son of Kineg Nabhi Kulkar and Queen Marudevi in what is now che city of iy
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Ayodhya in the Indian province of Uttar Pradesh. He was brought up in a royal household and in time assumed the
throne of his father’s kingdom.

He married and had many children, including onc hundred sens. His two eldest children, Bharat and
Bahubali, grew to become icons in the kingdom for different reasons. Bharat became the greatest warrior on carch,
while Bahubali became the strongest physical specimen ever seen. Bur despite all of his achievemenis and accom-
plishments Rushabh resigned his position of power and entrusted portions of this empire o his sons, and left its two
largest divisions to Bharat and Bahubali; soon after Rushabhdev rook diksha and set out in search for his soul

After many years of teaching and practice, Rushabhdev auained keval gnan. Soon after that he freed his soul
and attained nirvana on the peak of Mount Ashrapad.

Chakeshvari: Chakeshvaridevi is the patron goddess of Rushabhdev, and is charged with the responsibility
of carrying forth his spiritual message. With her many hands she grasps a number of weapons with which she secks
to protect those on the spiritual path.

Gomukh Yaksh: Goemukh Yaksha is the patron saint of Rushabhdev. He is responsible for helping protect
the students and devotees of Rushabhdev as they follow his path to spiricual enlightenment.

Bhomiyaji: Bhomiyaji is a deity who is the embodiment of Mount Sametsikhar, now located in the province
of Bihar in modern day cast India. He provides the strength and energy to pilgrims as they travel rugged terrain of
the mountain.

Bahubali: Bahubali was born as the second son of Rushabhdev, and the younger brother of Bharat
Chakravard, who became sole emperor of the world. In a famous incident the two siblings engaged in an explosive
feud over Bharad’s kingdom, and Bahubali, who was a far more physically imposing figure, had the opportunity to
kill Bharat but gave up the fight, the kingdom and everything clse to scarch for his soul.

Chandraprabhu: Chandraprabhu was the cighth drthankar of our time.

He was born to Mahasen and Laxmandevi, the reigning royals of the small kingdom of Chandranan. This
prince followed in the tradition of so many enlightencd souls before him by taking diksha and sceking a life of harsh
discipline in an effort to scarch for his soul. He attained keval gnan and reached nirvana on the peak of Mount
Sametsikhar in the modern Indian state of Bihar.

Padmaprabhu: Padmaprabhu was the sixth tirthankar of our time.

He was the son of Shri Ghar and his queen Susimadevi in the ancient Indian city of Kaushambi in modern
day Utzar Pradesh.

He took diksha and achieved keval gnan at Prabhas Girl, a thick forest that stood on the banks of the Yamuna
river, about 100 miles from his home. He attained nirvana on Mount Sametsikhar in Bihar,

Shrimad Rajchandra: Shrimad Rajchandra was born in 1867 as Raichand to Ravaji and Deva Mehta in

Vavania Bandar, a small village in what is now the western Indian stare of Gujarat,

His was a prominent family of merchants and he was broughr up in a houschold that fearured his father’s
Vaishnav and his mother’s Jain faith. He was a child prodigy, and rurned to poerry as his emotional and intellectu-
al outlet at a very young age. As he grew his writings and renown spread globally, and many powerful people sought
his guidance, including a young revolutionary named Mohandas Gandhi. The two forged a close relationship, a de
that Gandhi himself considered vital o his own work and belicfs, But it wasn't undil 1890 that Raichand found his
own spiritual direction when he met a Jain monk named Laghurajswami, under whose guidance he continued his
formal study of Jain philosophy.

Just six years later Shrimad published what is now recognized as his single greatest literary contriburtion, the
Armasiddhi shashtra. The work was an investigation into the very nature of the soul. He chosc to focus upon the
impact of karma and its emotional manifestations as misery and suffering. He continued his study into the depths
of faith undil his untimely death in 1901. To this day his legend lives on through his reachings, writings and mem-
ories as he continues to galvanize a new generation of people worldwide.
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RELIGIOUS WORLD

Sadhvi Shri Shilapiji
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[n this fast era of development, it is relatively easy to concentrate on outer or

Al
wi,

i |
Fl

materialistic achievements. One can see them, use them, or enjoy them. However,
there are some very special souls who dedicate their energy and efforts on achieving inner perfection. All the
members of the Jain Center of America — New York are such special people. Despite their tremendously hec-
tic lives, they dedicated their energy and enthusiasm to building an absolute screne temple in the midst of
the city of New York. We are absolutely sure that the cxistence of this temple, set among the
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hustle and bustle of the city, will bring ample peace and happiness to the hearts of many. Given its
location, it will be able to increase the understanding of the Jain religion to non-Indians, as well as the local
Indian community. We at Veerayatan congratulate all the members of the Jain Center of America — New
York for their tireless cfforts, commitment and motivation that were critical to building this temple; it will
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bring much spiritual benefit to the larger communiry. ':9:'
et

A couple of years ago, when the sadhvijis of Veerayatan began coming to countries like America, :O:
people always questioned whether our religion would grow in the West. Parents of Indian families were :0:
anxious abour their children possibly losing their identity, and wanted to promote the great heritage and cul- ?o"
ture of their religion. The very existence of Young Jains of America and other such youth organizations L
ensures the conunuity of Jainism in the West. The cfficiency and professionalism with which these ;.‘:}5
organizations operate only promises an extraordinary future for our faith. =°:
LAk

Once the disciples of Tirthankar Mahavir asked him which religion or community could have a ;og
continuous, stable future. He replied that the community in which old people raise the questions and young o)
people answer them is the community best positioned for the future. The communirty in which young peo- —go:
ple raise questions and are dependent on the elders for answers may grow weak in time. 505
According to sociologists and contemporary thinkers, this generation of young people is extremely ':-05
intelligent and capable. It is very important that their energy is channcled toward the constructive H
development of society, nation, and towards humanity at large. When the parcnts of this generation arrived .;og
in America about three decades ago, they had to work very hard to establish themsclves and become ':'0:
successful.  The present generation doesnt have to struggle to chat extent, and they have rclatively morc :o:
resources and abilities. Therefore, it is very important that the energy and resources of the current young .?°=
generation become focused in the right direction.  Otherwise, there could be a potential danger for 3
cultural, moral, and ethical deterioration. Eo'-‘:
Since the present young generation is very, very competent and full of innovative ideas, they should be '-;-05

given a leading role in the religious world and social organizations. The core values of our religion never =°=
change: ahimsa, love, and compassion, remain constant throughour the generations. However, the ways and :O:
methods to practice these may change. The pracrice of our age-old rituals could be modified so that young =o=
people are inspired o observe them in 2 more meaningful way. £
9

Our young generation can offer us 2 lot if they are given adequate opportunirics for their involvement :o:

in the spiricual world.  Their intclligence, energy, and enthusiasm can be greadly beneficial to the larger s
humanity, provided that their entire development can be spiritually charged. This is only possible if they are go;-
given the right placform, educartion, and guidance. ;0;
We are sure that the Jain Cenrer of America — New York will pave the way for the spiritual ;O;
development of the current generation of young followers by offering them many more opportunities for :O:
their involvernent in the religious world. This will automatically ensure the future of Tirthankar Mahavir’s oS
teachings in the land of America. EO‘E
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SHREE MAHAVIRAYA NAMAHA

WISHING A GRAND SUCCESS
FOR

PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAYV

ATHMSA
PHRNMO
DITARNIELA

Dr. Haresh & Jyotee Shah
Prashant & Pamee Shah
Menaben & Bipinbhai

642 Sutter Ave. 157 South Fourth Ave
Brooklyn. NY 11207 Mt. Vernon, NY 10550
(718) 342 - 5201 (914) 664 - 5342

“A Healthy Smile is always in Stvle”
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“The secret of success 1s to find a need and fil} it.”

BEST WISHES FROM
CHARU MANIAR

Sales Representative

» Serving Bergen County in Northern New Jersey

» Certified Capital Properties & Estates representative

» New Construction specialist

» Recipient of NJAR Million Dollar Club 1989,1992,1997,1998,1999

» Participated in more than 60 Million Dollars of closed Real Estate
transactions in past 19 years

o,

Weichert (f i

(e

il )

__Realtors’ 10
We Sell More
Because We Do More

For All your REAL ESTATE NEEDS- buying, selling or

renting-in residential or commercial property, Please Call:

FQUAL rOU
OFPORTUNTY

Charu Maniar

201-767-8600 Ext. 115 Office
201-784-0492 residence
201-759-6827 Cell
201-750-7528 ext. 115 voicemail
Charumaniar@hotmail.com
142 Oakland Avenue

Closter, NJ 07624
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PLUMBING INC.

Congratulations...

ON A JOB WELL DONE
ON THE JAIN CENTER

65-11 FRESH MEADOW LANE
FLUSHING, NY 11365

718.939.8100
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THE TRUE NATURE OF NON-VIOLENCE
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Samani Charitrapragyaji Samani Shuklaprapragyaji
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Bhagwan Mazhavir enunciated the great principle of Non-Violence. He defined Non-Vielence in irs
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most profound depths. Non-Violence is a living philosophy for peaceful life. As long as a person lives alone,
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there is no cause for fear, hatred or retaliation. Only when he starts to live with someone else, it becomes
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mandatory to practice the principle of Non—Violence. This is necessary to create an environment of

o‘ur
Wi

[LF
fon.

fearlessness that can lead to peace and harmony.
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‘The big question, therefore, is how to promote and practice Non—Violence in personal life, in family,

I'F'
FT %

in society and overall at the global level. It seems that unless and until the root causes of violence are known,
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it is difficulr to foster and encourage people 1o have faith in the great power of Non-Violence. H.H.Acharya
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Mahaprajnaji says, “The inner triggers that cause a person to engage and get involved in violent activities are
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emotional agitation and arrogance.” The external triggers of violence might be impoverishment and
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inadequacy of meeting the basic necessities of life.
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To live in a society means to live a life of relationships. If a person lives together with others peaceful-

. aur .
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ly, can we regard it as 2 complete practice of Non—Violence? In the real sense, this is only a pragmatic
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practice of Non-Violence and not the transcendent practice of the principle. The pragmatic practice of
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Non-Violence arises from self-intercst and the need for self-preservation. Not to hurt someone, not to kill
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and not to disrespect — all these societal norms are formulated on the basis of personal protection and not

s
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for the welfare of all living beings. Thar’s why whenever there is a dispute in one communiry or sect, it ignites
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all the other communiries and religious sects to get involved leading to communal riots and killing thousands
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of innocent people. How can we stop this brutality, this terror and fear? [s there a way to extinguish this
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inner burning fire? Unless and until we understand the real meaning of Non—Violence, it seems difticulr 1o
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protect this beautiful planet from the burning flames of violence.
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With Best Wishes

TO

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

NEW YORK

FOR THE

Auspicious Day of
Pratishtha Mabhotsav

SAURAJ DIAMOND’S INC. N.Y.

10 West 46th Street - Suite 1301 - New York, NY 10036
212.354-7390
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Non-Violence must not be understood as a principle of utility. The core definition of Non—Violence
in the words of Bhagwan Mahavir is “Aaunaupamya Bhaav”. This means developing the fecling of oneness
with all existing souls and to consider everyone else’s soul as equal to our own soul. This includes not only
the souls of human beings but also those of every living organism. This concept of equality of souls is che
true nature of Non—Violence, Until these feelings are cultivated in our mind, peace and harmony cannot
exist. Pragmatic practice of Non—Vielence does have its own value, vet more importance should be bestowed

upon the transcendent praciice of Non—Violence.

The seeds of violence exist not only in the external world but also in the inner world. Violence was
not born in the twentieth century; it emerged a long time ago. Only a delicate string of uscfulness and self-
interest has placed a curtain on the emergence of violence. Whenever chis string is broken, violence shows
its heinous face. We need to introspect on this problem very seriously. Where do we start? It would be best
if all of us started to assess our own actions, behaviors and artitudes. There are many questions thar cach one
of us needs o ask himsclf. Who am [? What's the purpose of my life on this beautiful planet? Am 1 living
a life influenced by untrained instincts? Are my actions creating negativity in my own life, in my family and
in the society? Which of my instincts are responsible for stimulating negative emotions? Is it possible to
transform and transmute those emotions? Am [ prone to act according to my destiny? Do [ have to suffer
pain throughout my life? Conternplating in this manner might lead to a ray of light that will illuminate our

path towards peace and happiness.

An economist or 2 sociologist would say that man commics violence because of the confluence of sit-
uations, circumstances and environment. Man adapts and behaves according o the situadon. His actions
and reactions are related 1o the circumstances. These, surely, are the instrumental causes that increase vio-

lence, but the main cause exists in the deeper level of the internal world, inside the sub-conscious mind.

The literal meaning of Non-Violence is no violence, no Himsa. This elucidates both the negative and
the affirmative implications of its meaning. Refraining from killing and abstinence from actachment and
hatred in all actions is the negative implication of Non-Violence, whereas engaging in auspicious deeds,
learning and understanding spiritual pracrices is its affirmarive implication. In the superficial physical sense,
it seems that where there is negation, there is only prohibition of violence and where there is affirmation,
there is an exposure towards creativity and positive actions. In a deeper sense, it is obvious that where there

Is a negation, there is a provision for action and where there is an action; there is a negation too.
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BEST COMPLIMENTS

TO

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

NEW YORK

FROM

PARAS SHAH
BHAVNA SHAH
HEMANT SHAH

| Bis
Allstars Realty

-

270-01 Hiliside Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11040
Bus 718 343-8ALE, 516 355-0680
Fax 718 343-7266
S - Gelt 516 263-9624
website: www.allstarsrealty.net
Henﬁ‘;ﬂ Email: hshah38112@aol.com

“Religion is the highest of all blessings. It compromises Abimsa (non-violence),
Samyam (self-restraint), Tapa (penance). Even the Gods bow down to he

whose mind is always centered in religion”
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If inner thoughts, feelings and emotions are not purified, we cannot be completely non violent,
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Therefore to stay away from violence, we need to perform good deeds. In the same way, to engage in per-
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2 forming good deeds, it is necessary to keep away from violence, In general, the affirmative perspective is con-
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sidered as active Non-Violence and negative as passive Non—Violence,
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We arc very fortunate to have received the grear heritage of Non—-Violence from the teachings of the
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great Tirthankaras. Our Jain temples are the replicas of Non—Violence. The idols of Tirthankaras are devoid
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of any weapons. By contemplating and meditating on them, the dirt of our minds disappears and the spon-
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taneous flow of eternal peace and happiness fills our minds and bodies. On this pious occasion of Pratishtha, let
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us rake a strong reselution to apply the true narure of Non—Violence in our lives and spread its fragrance
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throughour the world. Lt us pray together in the words of H.H.Acharya Mahaprajnaji — “ Soul is my god.
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Renunciation is my prayer. Amity is my devotion. Self- restraing is my strength. Non — violence is my religion.”
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WITH BEST
COMPLIMENTS

FROM

DR. VINIT SHAH, DDS

]

\ JAYSHREE SHAH
'{ MAMTA SHAH

' PARTH SHAH

A Person Who Is Free From Delusion
(Who Understands Things as They Are)
Who Has Good Qualities, Who Has Good Thoughts,
Speech and Deeds, and Who Avoids Violence of Body, speech and Mind
Enjoys Freedom Like A Bird. While Living on This Earth
-Uttaraadhyayan Sutry: 20-60

80-31 BROADWAY
ELMHURST, NY 11373
718.429.4477

A= A T (=T = =T == = = —



CNEE A e al Lol L] Ll el L] 1

pulF Y T T TR ] Tl

Rt At L L T ] T L T ] T Tl Y L ] T o D D de ] Dl ] Tl ] el L e i N Pt e et

p{eyele Lo Tels il o Bl e Yelo il e Fel o 3eCe Tele Tl e JeLo Yol o Pl e TECTE T lo Tl Pl o TELo Felo BC e FRCo VLo E{o Talo Tul'o Felo Hlo el o TeLe Lo )

L
-

ARk 4R
L L

e o)

IS L Nl

FI %
Rl ]

Soul: A great traveler: By: Chandrakant Mehta Parsippany, N.J. 07054
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A traveler starts his journey. On his way he stays in
an Inn for some time. Then he resumes his journey. Again
stays for a few days somewhere and again he resumes his
journey till he reaches his destination. Similarly the soul
assumes one body; he stays there for some years. Then he
leaves the body and assumes other physical frame. A few
years later he continues his journey changing from one
body to the other until he is finally liberated. This is called
a pure soul or moksha where the soul stays independently
forever.
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Travel by modern jet plane with the speed of 600 miles per hour would cover 259200000
* miies in fifty years and would cover about 518400000 in about 100 years. Such a
3 protracted journey is quite negligible in comparison with the infinitely protracted journey
] of the soul. In this universe, there is no such species, nor a place where the souf has not
) undergone innumerable birth and death. Soul is the greatest traveler. Since the time
immemorial, it moves in four gatis (human, animal, heaven, and hell) and 84 lakhs (8.4
million) of sources of birth. It ends the journey when liberated from the bonds of
‘Karmas’.
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Some people doubt the rebirth or reincarnation of soul. Let us discuss their arguments
and we will provide the answers. We can remember the incidents which occurred five,
ten or fifty years back; then why do we not recollect incidents of the previous life? The
theory of rebirth is not imaginary. Our thirthankars could see the infinite past, present
and future. They had achieved perfect knowledge (Keval-Gyan), they were selfless and
therefore, would not describe a fact contrary to what they actually perceived. So they
should be taken as authentic representing facts as they actually exist. What kind of
wisdom do we display in not relying on words of the Omniscient and in relying on one’s
limited intelligence? Do you not rely on a physician to cure yourself? You must have a
faith in our Thirthankar in matters relating to soul.
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Our thirthankars describe the world as the ocean. An infinite number of souls traverse as
drops of water do in the ocean and they have infinite number of births. How can the
infiniteness of these births are established unless we accept the repetition of births. The
soul assumes such a state in order to reap the rewards of their sinful and meritorious acts
and how could this happen if rebirth is not possible? Moreover, our thirthankars
described in details their own previous lives in the Aagams (Sacred texts). Why would
they describe reincarnations if reincarnations did not exist?
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There are three ways to prove certain facts. With the help of (1) Aagams (sacred texts),
(2) logical arguments, and (3) of personal experience.
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We have shown how the sacred texts establish the theory of reincarnation of soul. Now
we proceed with the logical arguments. If you hold that you do not remember your
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previous life and that is why you do not accept it as a fact; then I ask you, “Do you
remember the fact that you stayed in the womb of your mother?” Were you not delivered
from the womb? Or where you dropped here on the earth from above?

All of us, who are born, are delivered from the mother’s womb. If a man could
remember what he experienced in the mother’s womb, he would not choose to retumn to
the same place. But he forgets all this and takes care of his new life. Qur life is like a
bridge connecting both the banks of a river. One of them is birth and the other is death.
In fact, there is no distinction between the two. One for the entry and the other for the
exit. We celebrate birth and subsequent birth dates with festivals and music, and we
regret and lament after death for days together. These two, passion and prejudice are our
great enemies which keep us wandering in this world through series of death and birth.

Let us discuss about the argument of remembrance. A man does not remember the
incidents of his life, when he was two years old. It does not mean that this stage of
childhood did not exist. A child in the womb has no company. Still among the four
siblings, one is cruel, the other is kind, the third is greedy and the fourth is generous.

They bear very often quite contrary nature to that of their parents. Why? The only
answer is that the child has entered this world with good and bad karmas of his previous
~ births. When a soul transmigrates from one body to the other, he carries along with him
two types of bodies called Taijas and karman. These bodies are very subtle and no one
can obstruct their path. Therefore, they accompany the soul everywhere, until the soul is
liberated.

Now let us consider the actual experience of human beings in this connection. You might
have read in the newspaper that some people had the knowledge of their past lives. Let
me quote a case which I read in the Indian newspaper. In the village Chanasma near
Patan (India) one boy remembered his past birth. He used to say, “I stayed in a such and
such locality in Patan in my previous life. My name in the past life was Kevalchand”.
For verification, the boy was brought over to Patan and he led the people to his house by
the road he claimed to remember. He identified his house of the previous life. He
pointed out many secret matters and could recognize his grandson Manilal. Thus, actual
experience also supports the contention of rebirth which is established beyond doubt.
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BEST WISHES

JAIN CENTER

SHASHI TOLIA, DDS
MRS.ASHA TOLIA

FAMILY DENTISTRY

291 Knickerbocker Avenue * Brooklyn, NY 11237
718.821.1516
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Best Wishes
To
Jain Center of America
For
Grand success of

QRA'HSHTHA MAHOTs 4L
K.G. INDUSTRIES, INC.

BANSI SHAH
RAMESH SHAH
C.J. KOTHARI
SANDEEP SHAH

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
&

COMMERCIAL ROOFING CONTRACTORS

27-08 42" Road, Long Island City- NY 11101
Phone: (718)Y433-2211 Fax: (718) 433-2200
www . kgind.com
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Canopy Roof - Ground Zero Air-Train Terminal at

Path Restoration Project Howard Beach JFK Airport
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JAINAM JAYANT! SHASANAM
Best Wishes fo...

JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

for
THE PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV

from

JAYMIK SHAH
SIMA SHAH
NEHAL SHAH
SHARDABEN SHAH
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When you get overconfident remember that today’s peacock is  *
tomorrow’s feather duster. \
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Smt. Champaben §. Doshi
Mahendra Doshi - Divya Doshi

Rupal - Rohak Doshi
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA FOR GRAND SUCCESS
OF PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV

of vosm.
Madhu Corp.

&

JAYENDRA SHAH
CHAULA SHAH
MAMTA SHAH

APURVA SHAH

T LV N N e

) Whether I get any help from this world or not. Please Lord! I need :
; your blessings and protection forever. '

R AV A VA
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Best Wishes !

T0
JAIN GENTER OF AMERICA
ON ITS AUSPICIOUS DAY OF
PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV
FROM

T\
Bharacbhai

Vijuben

Ami
&

Aalok Parckh

‘WNWWNWNWWW\WVMM\NVWWWMWMW\M
I devote myself to you to the best of my abilities, 1 offer this life to
your service.
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'3 Dr. Kumarpal Desai 3
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2 History and rescarchers are baffled — where is the mountain Ashtapad in the Himatayan range? The B
2, Hindu scriprires, Jain literature and Buddha scriptures all have references about Ashtapad buc still the search :O:
:3 has remained inconclusive and its location not found. The Jain centre of America - New York has launched :°:
:: a campaign to discover its exact location. The first Tirthankar Bhagwan Rishabhdev was the first ro establish :C':
=: social code of governance and symbolised this importance of renunciation and penance, and atcained :o!'
"3: Nirvana (final emancipation} ar the Ashtapad Mountain. ?0:
j: There are numerous places of Jain pilgrimage but five of them are the most important ones and hence f{}i
u are known as Maha Tirth and one of them is Ashtapad. ‘!cf
':': The places where other Tirthankars artained Nirvana do exist roday - Sametshikhar, Girnar, Pavapurt fo
31 and Champapuri - and are visited by a large number of pilgrims. The second Tirthankar Shri Ajitnath was ?03
2 born in Ayodhya (North India) and attained Nirvana at Sametshikhar and the pilgrims flock this sacred § 5
o place. Whar baffles people is the fact that the firse Tirthankar Bhagwan Rishabhdev was also born in Ayodhya 30:.
:: but his place of Nirvana is not to be found. The four other Maha Tirths exist, but the fifth Ashtapad is still :Q:
7-: undiscovered. It is believed that Ashtapad is somewhere among the snow-clad Himalayan peaks, about 168 :O:
- miles North from Badrinath on the way to Mount Kailash. It is about seven miles from Mansarovar. §o§
e M M
3 Thousands of years ago the first Tirthankar Bhagwan Rishabhdev attained Nirvana here. After his a3
:' Nirvana, his son Bharat Chakravarti constructed a gemstone-studded palace in his memory on the Asthapad ':?:'
2 Mountain. 24 idols of jain Tirthankars were installed in it. It is believed that since there are cight steps to be L2
N climbed to reach the mountain it is known as Ashtapad. The Tirth is also referred to by such names as ‘O
'3_ Ratnamay, Rajatadri, Sfatikachal in some scriptures. 505
':: Description of Ashrapad is found in ancient volumes. The first reference is in Acharang Niryukd and :’o‘i
i it 1s referred to as Maha Tirch in a very ancient text Ekadashangadi Agam. The final sermon of Bhagwan HIg
i Mahavir is found in Shri Uttaradhyayan Sutra. According to it anyone charamsariri who undertakes pilgrim- &2
b age to Ashrapad will attain salvation. There are references and discussion about the Tirtha in Avashyak :O:
> Niryukti, Nishithchurni, Vividb "lirthkalpa, Shri Ashcapad Maha Tirth kalp Gyan Prakash Diparnave and 30:
3 other volumes, while details about Shri Rishabhdev Bhagwan are found in Uttarpurana. The discription in 73
s uttarpurana refers to Shri Rishabhdev’s son having built a gemstone-studded shrine in which were installed '-_-?g’
2 72 idols of threc chovisi - The past, present and future. Shri Gautamswami had undertaken pilgrimage to :O:
3 Ashuapad through his special powers. Siddhastavan Sutra has the description of the order in which the idols :O=
3 are found on Ashtapad Mountain. They were installed in four rows of four, eight, ten and two. Eo-':
. A derailed description of Ashrapad Tirth is given in lrishashri-Shalaka-Purusha Chariwra of Eo;-
3 Hemchandracharya. In the beginning of its tenth canto, it is said that anyonc who would spend a night here B
f and worship the idols, he would be a liberated soul. According to Pujya Sahajanandghanii, three chovisis of =°:
3 72 tdols are covered in snow. A Mangol Mendicant has said that Shni Rishabhdev Bhagwan practised penance :O:
& on the Ashtapad Mountain. This reference is found in Kanjur and Tanjur texts. The description of F°=
2 Tirthankar's Nirvana is also found in ancient texts housed in Potala Palace which was the earlier abode of =2
A Dalai Lama. Thesc descriptions show that, unlike other pilgrim places, it was not casy for ordinary people =°:
¥ to visit chis Tirth. :O:
; 0
: o
; o
: o
: &
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it Even today the mountain is covered in snow and going near is next to impossible. Most of the peo- =G
;: ple have its glimpse about 4 miles away from the mountains. Well-known scholar Shri Hiralal Duggad has _O_
:- noted, after observing the mountain, in his book that “this mountain appears like the construction of :O,
j: samovasaran {holy assembly}.” on
j Swami Pranavanand stayed on Mount Kailash for two years and undertook rescarches {rom Hindu and :O:
.f; Tibetian angles. In his volume ‘Kailash and Mansarovar’ in english, he has observed chat “it is assumed thar f'oj
: the first Jaini Tirthankar atrained Nirvana on Mount Kailash and Kailash is known as Ashrapad.” At the foor :o:
5_ of Kailash, there is 2 mountain called Nandi in the south. Nandi means a bull. It is well-known that 55
3 Tirthankar Rishabhdev’s Janchchan (symbol} is a bull. Just as a bull is always scared in front of Lord Shiva, R
.g it is narural that Nandi is situated in front of Rishabhdev. §o§
o} Lo}
f_ 20 Km. from Mount Kailash is a snowclad majestic mountain known as Gurulamandhata. Madhana ?25
f is the name of the ancestor of Sagar Chakravarti. Berween Mount Kailash and Gurulamandbhata Mountains L
é is a large and beautiful lake known as Ravan Taal. References of Ravan and ro music and dancing ncar :.o.g
_af Ashtapad Mountain by Ravan-Mandodari are found in Jain texts. In some Tibetian scriptures there 15 a ref- \_-o:
: erence to Shri Munisuvratswami, the 20th Tirchankar, having visited the place. :O;
"] [P |
.3. Some poets have described the snow-covered peaks of Ashtapad visible in a clear sky from the top of ;o.z
:: the tree on the outskirts of Ayodhya. Ayadhya is well-known as the birthplace of Bhagwan Rishabhdev. Is =0=
:—' there a link berween the places of birth and Nirvana? According to Jain folklore, about 160 people includ- :O:
.i ing Bhagwan Rishabhdev and his ninety-nine sons atrained Nirvana on chis mountain. Three stupa (pillars) :.O?
= were erected to commemorate this event, Bharat Chakravarti constructed a temple Sinhanishdya ac chis place :O:
% which was huge and ¢legant. In one of his letters, Sahajanandghanji has noted that Mount Kailash is known EOg
': as Ashtapad. 72 Jinalayas Shrines - covered with snow exist in Tibetan territory. The Jain idols around the :L'o‘:'
] place are under the supervision of Buddhists. Today, the territory is under the control of China, [t is rare for 5
E' a human 1o set foot on these mounrains, Anyone getting its glimpse from a distance 1s bound to experience ;og
_i unearthly joy and will be filled with spiritual fervor. Words are inadegquate to describe the spiritual and celes- ko_:_
} tial pleasure onc experiences; and the sky, mountains and clouds are in complete harmony and the sight is :‘0:
j: other worldly. ':Oj
' Mount Kailash is the abode of Shiva and the thirteenth day of (vad) the month Mazha [Hindu ;O;
’ Calendar] is known as Shivrarri, also the day of Nirvana of Tirthankar Rishabhdev is the thirteenth day (vad] :Q;
: of the month of Posha of the Hindu Calender. fo:
' A number of letrers have been received regarding the scries of ardcles written on Ashtapad Tirch, ;°;
¥ According to Shri Pramesh Gandhi, the latest research by MIT of America says the human civilization must :O:
. have originated in Tibet. Is it possible that it was the beginning of development of Asi (weapons), Masi (writ- foj
g ing) and Krishi (agriculture) of Rishabhdev? Swami Pranavanand, who has undertaken pilgrimage to Kailash '.'0=
_ chirty-five times, has authored a book on Kailas-Mansarovar and the preface is by Pandic Jawaharlal Nehru. Eoi
2 He has also affirmed that Kailash is Mcru and Ashtapad. 53
: 3
3 Shri Pramesh Gandhi narrates his extraordinary experience and writes that nonagenarian Rambaba was FO:
3 with him during the pilgrimage. ‘This Sadhu had performed the last rites of Indira Gandhi, Sanjay Gandhi 505
f_ and Rajiv Gandhi. He also pointed to a peak necar Kailash and said that it was Ashrapad. It had the same ',-'f
2 shape as Pramesh Gandhi had seen in the pictures of Ashtapad in the shrines. He saw the peak from a dis- ;og
;: tance surrounded by a decp valley. Today it is difficult to climb the peak. :.OE
) <
: 5
; o
' .:ré‘!

r e LT LR TR LTI LY Rl nar

Aﬁﬁ@m|ﬁﬂt@i}§uﬁgoﬂ9 @JILG Loalloail.c 0 0 \[Q.RK_ 30 ﬂsgaklpga.@;u‘ u.o O a_-u ..u.oa o o G...A’;;VWLQBUDQJG@'



JANCENTER

0F AMERICA

N £ W Yy 0 R X

fPomr; Raph Skiar

frame & door
corporation

Manufacturers of Hollow Metal Frames & Doors and Wood Pre-Hung [nterior Units

52-15 FLUSHING AVENUE, MASPETH, NY 11378
tel: 118.366.7100 rax718.381.7119




R o T L R R e A e e A T T

{)1"‘FO1:';'Cﬁ':'oq:':fcrz':rd‘:':'b‘:':Ft:'_")‘:';ré“:':réw:':r °ﬂ:':r('.)1:';réﬂ"" @":':r 61:"'-@""";;'l"':hﬂ:"ﬁﬂ:"r ﬁ?’:b: He o Hilo Hie Bl o Ho Ha o HE o HH @ f-iQ;.iQf.io_f.':

da N are N Mg ,J.L‘_JIL‘.J.L_,.ili...J'L,,JQL‘IAQL_._J.L‘.J‘{._,-l'l.,.J'L,.J.L,JIL,,J‘L.,J.L.,J.\-,,JI\.'_JII._,.lll-._.JlL._J.{,‘J'I....J!I..‘Jlk‘,J"-.

2, L
5 ¥
it Shri Bharat Hansraj Shah of Delhi deserves to be complimented for the research about Ashtapad done 3
é by him. He seems to have taken it up as a mission. During his pilgrimage to Kailash in 1993, he took 2 num- .o
- ber of photographs when he enlarged them; he discovered thar the description of Kalikalsarvagna ;0
;: Hemchandracharya in Trishasthishalaka Purushcharitra matches with what was seen in the photographs. The ;0
:; large steps seen in them suggest that they must have been carved out by human beings and cannot be natu- o)
;. ral. Also remnants of ancient shrines ditches, etc are seen in the photographs. Some researchers belicve that f‘:'j
A Kailash is not Ashtapad for Kailash is such a mountain on which one cannot do penance. Shri Jaswantrai ?05
i Busa had donc considerable research and has presented some of his observations very logically. According to e
;: him Mount Kailash is not such a mountain which can be scaled nor can anyone stay over there. The jour- ':_o.j
b, ney is very hazardous and the pilgrims can reach Dolmala at the height of 19,800 feer. It is at this place that g
} pilgrims perform ali the rituals and prayers or pay homage to Lord Shiva. The air at this height is rarefied :O:
f; and there is freezing cold. This makes it difficult for pilgrims to camp. Besides, there are certain shrubs which foi
3: can render people unconscious. Some of them, if consumed, can satisfy hunger and thirst and people will fof
E fecl reinvigorated. fof
f; Scriptures say the Tirthankar Shri Rishabhdev, accompanied by ten thousand sadhus journeyed to fQj
h3 Ashrapad Mountain, when he foresaw his Nirvana; he fasted for six days and attained Nirvana, Since it was F°=
3 difficult for one to stay onto Mount Kailash, how could one practice penance? Therefore Mount Kailash is E
5' mountain Meru and not Ashtapad. This is what Jasvantrai Busa's research corroborates. Ashrapad, ir is :o:
i believed, is situated between Padmahad [Mansarovar] and Kagnimpo (Kailash) and at its foot is plain land ;O;
} where staying and performing penance is possible. :O:
.:-: From here it is possible to ger a glimpse of Shri Kailash and Mansarovar eatly in the morning. Near ;O;
:5 Ashtapad were two hot water springs and the climate was congenial. One could undertake farming here and :O:
j: dry twigs were in plenty for lighting fire to cook. Therefore, this Ashtapad is the mountain on which fof
f: Tirthankar Rishabhdey and his 108 disciples must have performed penance and then atrained Nirvana. The 70:
2; armosphere here seems to be calm and the dividing line between arma (soul) and paramatrma {supreme soul) EOE
2 gets oblitcrated and one feels charged in the holy surroundings sanctified by Shri Rishabhdev's penance. E
L3 M N
5: In New York, the jain centre of America New York, is reconstructing Aradhana Bhavan and on the top 525
2 floor gemstone-studded Chovisi of Ashtapad Mountain is being installed. The idols made in Jaipur, were EE
é kept in Mumbai, Surat, Palitana, and Ahmedabad before being sent to the USA for darshan. A large num- §0£
:’ ber of Sadus, Sadhvis, Shravaks, Shravikas, Scholars, Researchers and others had Darshan of these idols. ;og
:3 There were serpentine queues stretching up to three miles. A seminar was organized in Ahmedabad :O:
-:': Management Association in which scholars of scriptures and Himalayan researches participated. A public :O=
f: meeting was also held in the Town Hall, Ahmedabad and informative talks were given by scholars throwing ?:OE
§ light on the new researches being done on the ancient Tirth. é()é
, The following facts stand out abour Ashtapad. fof
. It is 168 miles north to Badrinath and 25 miles south to Kailash or Kagringo Mansarovar. Between fof
, Mansarovar (Padmahad) and Kailash is a mountain and it is Ashtapad and which is abour five to seven miles iof
& from Mansarovar. It is 8 miles tall and covered with white rocks. Hence it is known as Dhavalgiri. From :d:
2 Darechin onc can reach there on foot in about four hours by crossing over mountain ranges. Ar the foor of 3K
' the mountain is a ground where one can stay and meditate. In the morning, one can get a glimpses of Kailash ;og
A and Mansarovar. Therc are two hot-water springs and facs is also available for looking, It is possible thar ;q.
: Tirchankar Rishabhdev stayed here with his disciples and medirared. There are references that the 20th :0:
f; Tirthankar Muni Suvratswami meditated here. It is planned to have Ashtapad Research Society to undercake :Q:
f: researches. A pilgrimage to Ashtapad in June 2006 is under consideration. EOE
&
; 5
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Certified Public Accountant

| \@ ALL YOU WANT IN (@/

ACCOUNTING » TAXES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

At Prices You Love!!
tel: 718.793.8411 fux: 718.793.8412
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N Comfort Inn
| Inn BROOKLYN

sy CHOIcE MOTELS YQUR CHOICE IN THE BROOKLYN, NEW YORK AREA FOR
COMFORTABLE, CLEAN AND CONVENIENT OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS

|
GUESS WHAT’S POPPED UP IN BROOKLYN#? }
\

3218 Emmons Avenue * Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 368-3334 Fax: (718) 368-3963
email: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com

ports, hair dryer, iron/ironing board, radio alarm
clock and comfortable business desk and chair.

Complimentary Deluxe Continental Breakfast served

Guest rooms and Suites include a coffeemaker, data i
in our comfortable Breakfast Room. l

Secure, well-lighted outdoor parking and close to
many fine national restaurants and locai night spots.

Non-smoking and accessible guest rooms.
Electronic locks, peepholes and bolt locks.

Free LJSA today (Mon-Fri). Close to all THE BiG
APPLE and Metro-New York has to offert

100% Satisfaction Guarantee and Choice Privileges
Frequent Guest Programs.

27-inch color TV with over 27 channeis including
CNN, HBO, ESPN, and many others.

* Whirlpool rooms, business services, Fitness Center and much maorel l

* Meeting rooms to accommodate small meetings and banquets for up to 16 people.
* Close to Brooklyn Bridge, Brooklyn Aquarium, Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, Coney island Park and Beaches, \
Keyspan Park, Fishing, Boating, Horseback Riding, |fK Airport, Outlets and more! '
O
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

FROM

Tony Thackurdeen

- D&T

CABINET INC.

KITCHEN CABINETS

WALL UNITS
BATH VANITIES
BEDROOM SUITES
COUNTER TOPS

WET & DRY BARS

111 MADISON AVENUE «» HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550

«516.481.4200 £.516.481.0062

email: Dand Tcabinets@yahoo.com
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What is it that has always absorbed the interest of the young and the old, the rich and the poor in a Jain

[ ]

temple, ar all times, all places in one’s hometown or abroad? The Aangi, of course! What does the word "Aangi’

-4
J

0

[ 1
"

mean and what is its significance to the aspirant? What is the reason behind such fascination? Dacs it help an

5

"

aspirant to rise spiritually? Many such questions crop up into our minds.

"6‘
(TS I

JIL

-
4

The word ‘Aang’ means ‘the body’, and decorating the body is AANGI'. To prepare the Aangi is an art

"Mr

and even kids at times prepare stunning Aangis. One may wonder, can an idol be an ideal mode of showing

73

i
[ L I%

1

one’s devotion to the Almighty? Several have criticized the worship of the inanimate lifeless icons- be they in

1Ty
2K,

O:

the form of an idol, signs and symbols, the Yantras or the Mantras.

P

'ﬁ.ll‘
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Man’s scarch for God has resulted in many pathways, each embedded with a range of rituals. A true aspi-

]
F

<

rant, who desires to progress spiritually, opts for one of the paths. Though some prefer the Gyana yoga or the

L

o)

"
o e

path of wisdom, many a men prefer the Bhakti yoga- the path of devotion. Two types of bhakii yogas are pop-

bl TS L e L I L L L e L L T e T Tl T T
il

L

alar amongst the Murtipujak sect of the Jains and the Hindus viz: the bhava-pooja and the dravya-pooja. The

el T
A

5

]
el

dravya —pooja or saguna yoga involves worship of the-Roopi or material form. The nirguna bhakti neverthe-

']
::'q

less is worship of the formless-Aroopi, for the same goal. Whilst the path of the nirguna bhaku is very hard

L L
i,

L)

el 1
11

and arduous, most find the Roopi worship more comforwable and satisfacrory .

i

Worship of the icons fills the heart of the aspirant with vatsalya-bhava that makes the path of worship

-
4

0

ar
e

casy, safe and peaceful. Ask the devorees why they spend several hours decorating the idols with flowers and
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colored powders, jeweled crowns and the Kalgi placed atop the Jina images’ heads? The answer is, © I simply

[T

love 1o devote my tdme o perform the AANGI, for it is my way of expressing my feelings towards the

%)
..ul@a‘

Tirthankara who is all-adorable, the possessor of 'n’ number of acributes”, says Jigish. “Why do you love to
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decorate the idol?” T asked Maneklalbhai, a seventy-four year old, ardent devotee. Said he, “I prefer the Bhakri-
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voga instead of Meditation and Svadhyay.”
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Some scholars have compared rituals of religion to the husk of a seed thar preserves its life and makes it

germinate, for mere philosophy without ricuals in religion at times, becomes dry and insignificant, and a reli-
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gion bereft of rites and rituals would become insipid It is truly said that it is not difficult to push a boat in the

RO

1 water; but how hard would it be to drag the same boat on land? The presence of the aqueous medium enables

&

11

1 the smooth traversal of the boat without exertion. Likewise bhakti, helps to cross the ocean of life without hur-
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] dles. Rituals thus play a vital role in molding our spiritual lives and are regarded as the Nectar, which gives
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immediate fulfillment and clation to the mind. It is only when they are devoid of faith, that they become
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mechanical and lifeless and meetr with criticism.

&

fan

O

[T T TN YT LT T ] |
L 1Y

O

LI

ALY A e TR L A YV RLTFET ¥

DA oD D O O O O Ol O O o R 0 0 D 0N O O O O O Ol O O e G i

il ITRetT e N e 1Y SEC e ™ ! ™ Rl eI R T ~

.,
e

é



CONGRATULATIONS
TO

JAIN CENTER of AMERICA
ON IT’S AUSPICIOUS DAY OF

PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV
VASANTBHAI MEHTA
JAYANABEN MEHTA

NIMISHA and ANAND ASTHAGIRI
and son ARUN

PURVI and KRUPESH

ARCH STORE
718.639.8860

GLOBAL MORTGAGE
(KRUPESH)

347.531.5240
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The Sky-clad Digambaras and the Murripujak Shvetambaras worship the Jina idols in cheir own way.

; o
j Both of them differ in their attitudes towards ornamentation of the Jina images and preparing the Aangi. EO?
ii The Digambar images are plain, simple, bare, unpainted and unadorned, the Shvetambar idols have an alto- fOf
:? gether different look, with eyes painted with different colors or glass eyes affixed permanently. Several other SOE
Ei images have permanent forchead ornaments of gold, silver, and precious stones. After the Ashtaprakari Pooja fO_:,
j: is done with, the shravak enjoys decorating the idol with bits of precious colored stones,flowers, cotion, fOi
j: woolen strings, golden strings, gold and silver foils etc. to give it the real Royal gaze. On festivals and special fOf
j: occasions the images are a wonderful sight to behald - sparkling with the rare, scintllating brilliance of glit- fOf
f: ter and jewels, adorned with metal breastplates and the tilak. Whatever be the mode of worship, .it is the fOi
:: shuddha- bhava that really matters. zo:
-.:': Worshipping the formless reality by unthought thought is considered to be the best kind of worship. ;.O;‘
5: Even the erudite ganadharas performed the bhaav pooja of the tirthankaras by reciting the Loggassa sutra- :.:og
é Chatur-vinsharti-stava sucra with greac devotion But when one finds it difficult ro concentrate on the abstract, ‘:_oé
é worship of form alone is appropriate, as hbuman beings of the 5th Ara have not yet rcached those great spir- :;Q;I
-_': itual heights where they can dispense with all sorts of symbols and rituals and devote themselves to purely ;o;
;: abstract principles of bhava-pooja. ;‘:‘;
f One may wondcr, can the worshipping of an idol or decorating it be an ideal mode of showing one’s E:g
j: devotion to the Almighty? Why should one pray to a God, who is incapable of giving anything or being help- f@ﬁ
':; ful in any manner? Well, the Tirthankaras arc adored, anointed, ornamented, bejeweled and venerated from ::'o“:
1: a different viewpoint altogether. They are worshipped whole-heartedly for the innumerable actributes — :Q:
:::: gunas that they possess Moreover, decorating the anointed idols serves a dual purpose. Firstly it keeps one ?Oﬁ
3 away from other worldly matters and thereby kceps a check on the asrava and binding of new karmas. :O:
5: Secondly, it facilitates the shedding off of the past karmas. Shubha activity in all forms, be it performance of Eoi
i the Ashtaprakari pooja or decorating the idol with dazzling Aangis, surely helps to subside the inner passions, f@f
N keeps the otherwise ever-wandering mind calm and cool which in turn leads ro the inflow of meritorious :°=
5: karma. Thus all thoughts, words and deeds that lead to meritorious karmas ultimately helps the soul reach EOS
'::: great heights and is therefore considered to be important in the path of ultimate liberation. fof
MUKHADA NI MAYA LAGI, ANTAR MA PRIT RE JAGI R
BHAV-BHAV NI PEED JO NE, PAL EK MA RE BHAGI 3
o
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NEHAL M. TRIVEDI

ATTORNEY AT LAW

PURCHASE, SALE & LEASE OF

CONVENIENCE STORES. GAS STATIONS, PROPERTIES,

FRANCHISES AND OTHER BUSINESSES

COMMERCIAL DISPUTES & LITIGATION
AGAINST MAJOR CORPORATIONS AND BUSINESSES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CHOSING

CORPORATE LAW - CORPORATION & LLC SET -UP

IN-THOUSE COUNSEL TO CORPORATIONS AS WELL AS TO INDIVIDUALS

CALL FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION

516.581.8456

UNITED MANAGEMENT
AND CONSULTING GROUP, INC.

A Property Management Company

A Property Manager, An Accountant & An Attorney
' {All Three Under One Roof For Your Convenience)

You worked very hard to oblain the property and the business, iet us help you manage with our managemennt, accounting and fegal services, We
are a full-service management, accounting and legal service company. A property manager, an accountant and an attomey working together
effectively and efficiently, to provide you with each aspect of their specialty for your growing business & property. 1t is cost and time effective to you,
We guarantee that we will get the most incorne out of your business & properiy.

Management Services: (Jignesh Shah): Manaqing Properties: Cofiecting Rents: Making Landiord’s Monthiy Morigage Payment; Property
Taxes & Insurance; Arranging and Making Payments for Needed Repairs; Issuing Hemized, Computerized Monthly Reports; Preparing YearEng
Account Statement to Landiord: Tenant Relations.

Accounting & Tax Services (Rajesh Shah - CPA): Corporate Tax, Sales Tax, Payrofl Tax antf Real Fstate Tax Service: Individuat Income Tax
Preperation; Business andFinancial Strategy and Management: Busingss and individual Tax Consuftation.

Legal Service (Nehal Trivedi; Est.): Detail Review and Analysis of Contract, Leases and Sub-Leases; Administration and Negotiations of
Leases, Sub-L eases and Confract with Tenants; Preparing and Drafting Documents Relating {o Residential and Business Closings; Handle Busingss
Disputes and Coliection Issues; Notices and Eviction Proceedings; General Consulting and Protect You and Your From Liability.

PLEASE CALL: 516.581.8456
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CONGRATULATIONS
BEST WISHES

JAIN CENTER

OF AMERICA

spicious day of

PRATISHTHA
MAHOTSAV

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2005

from the
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Best c)/?)isges...

To Jain Center of America
From...

N

| |
- N

| /—9) |
)

)

Tesha « John - Seema . Sheila + Samir }

Geeta + Falguni \

DO YOU KNOW, We have been serving our loyal customer since 18767 i
DO YOU KNOW, Our Navaratri & Diwali Party Cruise was a big success?

\

{

{ Ila . Bharat - Kalpana + Rohit - Nancy
{

{

DO YOU KNOW, [n past twenty years we have sent more than 100,000 very
satisfied customers on their best vacations?

DO YOU KNOW, Regardless of best fare, we have never compromised on
excelient service?

51 East 42" Street, #523, New York, NY 10017

212-490-3990
(We have no Branch)

| )
) }
\ Metro Tours & Travel Inc.

N }
N

l )
\

= 1 ravel Meadows, Inc.

?‘IE 44 Millcreek Mall, Secaucus, NJ 07094 \
\ MR 201-348-3400 .
l Your Business Is Our Pleasure. \
\ Your Pleasure Is Our Business. l
' I want to follow the Path of Freedom, }
\ : But there is a vast ocean in the way.

W —— 204 1
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KSHAMAVANI PARV

Mahavir Prasad Jain
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The members of Jain Community all over the world and parccularly in India celebrace o Day of Universal

)
F
Ll

Forgiveness * Kashamavant Parv’ once every vear on the Tse day of the Lunar Month following the menth of

LT
e

(o)

“Bhadrapada”(Bhadon) falling in August-Sepremiber every year, This is observed atrer a period of scli-puritica-

st
ol il
L

'S

ton through fasting, pravers and self-reseraint in all walks of life, in chis pious month of Bhadrapada. This
KSHAMAVANI PARVA s preceded by 10 davs of "Dashlakshan Dharow, which signify 10 loliv ideals of

human behavior. Viz (1) Urany Kshama (Forgiveness). (1) Uram Mardava (Conuol of Ego and Sense of

T
oL

LIV

7

5

L%

Ahr

Superionity over others), (i) Uttmim Arjava (Absence of Deccipt), (iv) Utam Sacva (Trathtullnessy, (v Utam

arle
ul‘O'

Sauch (Cleansing ol mind of all negative indinadons), (vi) Ukam Sanvam (Selt Rescraintl, (vin) Lliam lapa
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(Austeriey}, (vill) Uttam Tivaga (Renunciation). (ix) Uttam Akinchan (Non-Possessiveness) and {x} Urttam
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Brahmacharva (Celehacy-purity of mind and heard). Tt is the tme honored practice amaong the Jauns to shed

,;‘;.-r

Ll

off all prejudices of mind and heart through dhis self-punficadon process and ask forgiveness of cach other on

Bl T

this day with a solemn resolve o siare the Noew Year with a clean slate. This practice goes a long way in pro-

i L

moting friecndly relations among the people as alse promoting peace und rranquiliny in social lite.
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The forgiveness envisaged in this postulare is of exrremic exeellence as i s self-generating and ail blisstul,

! o"‘.'."
or -l‘ l-h.
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Every believer in this concepr resolves in his mind and heart thae ~T forgive all those whao nighe bave caused

ar,

-
4

harns, injury or any type ot loss o me willinglyv or un-knowingly during the preceding vear and Thold no mal-
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ice o ill-will against chem. T alse seck torgiveness of all those to whom T might have hure, harmed or caused

0

5
el

injury during the vear. May they torgive me in the ke manner. May we all be blessed with nghicous thoughus

1
FIle

:.1’:05 -

and temperament and start the New Year with love tor all and malice tor none.
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This pringiple of forgiveness, it followed in the right spirit, cools the mind, normalizes the funciioning

Ser
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of the body organs thereby making chem receptive to treatmenc (medical-psychological) and 1ncreasing the pos-
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sibility of cure by several tolds. On the socio-political level i 1s lughly nstrumental in promounyg Nadonal and
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Internavonal Peace and brotherhood among the people of the world.
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In the turmoiled world of today it is of paramount necessity thae such functions are organized at National
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and International level ro save the humanity trom the torment and fear ic finds itself ivolved headlong woday,
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Mayv we all learn the golden principles of Forger and Forgive, Live and Ler Lives Love thy neighbor as

wand
-

&

= thyself and many more like these as only chrough this practice that we can usher wy an Era of peace in the World :6'.:
- 50 help us the Almighey — Amen. R
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of pom..

Pratibha & Dinesh Shah
SACHI & SONNA

\WWWVV\AAANVVVWV\MNVVWW\/W\AMNWW\M/\AMI\ANVMVWV\M/\AN\NVVW A Tat \f'\l'.J
Remember God in good times and bad times, day and night, in
your daily living and at the death bed.
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CON GRAE&LA’I‘ION S
BEST WISHES

To All The Members of

JAIN CENTER
OF AMERICA

NEW YORK
For Fulfilling the Cherished Dream

from

C.RS. INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
63-62 SAUNDERS ST. #203 « REGO PARK, NY 11374
718.275.9100

Chandrakant & Ila Shah & Family

In Prayer it is Better to Have a Heart without Words,
Than Words Without a Heart
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JAIN CENTER OF AMERICA

On It’s Auspicious Occasion Of

PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAY

From

Dr. Chandra and Sharada Bhansali
Cofounders

ACCOUNTANTS; (/"

AccountantsWorld.com (R88) 999-1366  Dr. Chandra Bhansali
140 Felt Cowrt, Hauppauge, NY 11788 President
Shri Padmavati Shaktipeeth

Trust
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QUEENS MEDICAL SERVICES, P.L.L.C.

“Compassionate & Comprehensive Health Care”

JAIN CENTER
OF AMERICA

AJAY K. LODHA, M.D.

Internal Medicine

SMITA LODHA, M.D. N0 N.C. SHAH, M.D.

Family Practice n Internal Medicine

Office Locations

33-04 93rd Strect « Apt 1W 45-62 Parsons Blvd 83-87 Woodhaven Blvd
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 Flushing, NY 11355 Woodhaven , NY 11421
718.335.4747 718.886.4848 718.441,5454
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