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“The elevation of the doctrine of Ahimsa to the highest
position contributed to the downfall of India,”
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“During the past 1500 vears we have us a nation given
ample proof of physical courage, but we have been torn by
internal dissensions and have been dominated by love of self

instead of love of country. We have, that is to say, been
swayed by the spirit of irreligion rather than of religion.

“I do know how far the charge of unmanliness can be
mude good against the Jains. 1 held no brief for them.

“Our Shastras seem to teach that a man who realy practises
Abimsa in its fulness has the world at his feet; he o effects
his surroundings that even the snakes and venomous reptiles do
him no harm, This is said to have been the experience of St, Francis
of Assisio...srwgxra (Gift of lite) is the greatest of all gifts, -

“lf we are unmanly to day, we are so, not because we
do not know how to strike, but because we fear to die.
He is no follower of Mahavir, the apostle of Jainism, who being
afraid to die, takes tlight before any danger, real or imaginary.”
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