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Mewar had its own problems. It is the-land of shrines, temples, and
Sadavrats which generations of our ancestors and devout donors from
Mewar and other parts of India have founded, attracting pilgrims from
the whole country. In a sense, therefore, Mewar is the holy land of-
India. The shrines, lands and other grants formed part oi the Devasthan
Departments, hitherto treated as a separate trust outside the State
Budget. For centuries they have been the bulwark of Arya Dharma and
have now been placed on a firm and irrevocable basis outside the sphere
of Government. All these shrines, Sadavrats and grants have been
consolidated into a single trust under the name of Devasthan Nidhi, a
corporation with a common seal.

Mewar had been the land of learning and once in the precincts of
its shrines the study of Hindu Shastras in all their branches were being
cultivated. In order to restore this purpose to swit modern conditions,
the Constitution provides that Devasthan Nidhi should be associated
with an Educational Centre, named after Maharana Pratap, which shall
make Mewar once again a centre of enlightened Hindu Culture in whose
defence our heroic ancestors and generations of our brave people, laid
down their lives. The Vishvavidyalaya shall work throush Hindi as
medium and shall aim at establishing anvanced conrses in Sanskrit
studies and Ayurved which we consider as primary essentials of education
in India. Of the education given in the Vishvavidyalaya education in
Arya Dharma shall be an integral part.

Both the Devasthan Nidhi and the Pratap Vishvavidyalaya have
been guaranteed automony by this Constitution. The members of Deva-
sthan Nidhi form the first governing body or Parishad of the Vishva-
vidyalaya. In order to make it an all India Centre of education, We
have invited men prominent in many spheres of life to be the first members
of Devasthan Nidhi and the Parishad of the Vishvavidyalaya. His High-
ness Mahendra Maharaj Sir Yadavendra Singhji Sahib Bahadur of
Panna, The Hon. Dr, Rajendra Prasad, Member of the (Government of
India, and Sheth Jugal Kishore Birla, among others, have already
accepted our invitation, Shri K, M. Munshi has been good enough on
our invitation to agree to be the first Chairman of the Nidhi and the
first Vice Chancellor of the Vishvavidyalaya.
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Mewar is not a rich State but we and our Government have scrapped

all available resources in order to start the Vishvavidyalaya on its
career. Qur State and ourselves have placed or propose to place at its
disposal institutions, buildings and properties and funds of the value
of Rs. sixtyeight lakhs and an initial annual grant of Rs. 2,25,000/-per
year. The surplus income of the Devasthan Nidhi will also go to
the Vishvavidyalaya. The Vishvavidyalaya tax which We propose to
levy will bring a substantial revenue every year from Ist October.
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Article 11
Shri Parameshwarji Maharaj.

I. Shri Parameshwarji Eklingji Maharaj is the Sovereign of Mewar,
and Shriji as His sole representative shall exercise on His behalf all rights,
authority and jurisdiction which appertains to or are incidental to such
sovereignty except in so far as may be otherwise provided for by or under
this Constitution or as may be otherwise directed by Shriji.

2. All shrines, temples and other religious and charitable iastitutions
forming part of Devasthan described in Schedule 1 or which may here-
after be found to have formed part thereof or which form part thereof
by future dedication and all property and funds appertaining thereto are
hereby declared to be vested in Devasthan Nidhi hereby constituted in
law as a corporation with a seal of its own.

3. Devasthan Nidhi shall hold all the said institutions, properties
and funds for the following purposes:i—

(A) for maintaining the shrine of Shri Parameshwarji Maharj in
proper repairs and maintaining customary worship thereat;

(B) for making expenses necessary and proper for maintaining other
of the said institutions and for conducting religious worship
thereat; and

(C) for purposes of the Pratap Vishvavidyalaya,

4. (1) Devasthan Nidhishall be constituted of the following members:-
Shriji... o s §65qu S s SRR P Asrase s BRI ENE,
Two Rulers from among the Ra;put Rulers of lndxa other than
Sisodiya Rulers.
One Ruler from among the Sisodiya Rulers of India.
One Umrao elected by the Umraos of Udaipur,




et ] e Uk UK [ e 2=

The Prime Minister of Udaipur.

The Chief Justice of Udaipur.

The Minister of Education, Udaipur.

The President of the Mewar Legislative Assembly.

Four eminent Hindu Educationists.

Four Hindus from outsidle Mewar distinguished for their
public service,

Four ftindus from Mewar.

Two members elected by the Legislative Assembly of Mewar.

One member elected by the Jagirdars of Mewar, other than
Umraos.

One member elected by the Muafidars of Mewar, and

Goswami of Nathdwara and Kankroli alternately for a
period of three years,

(2) In the first instance members other than ex—officio members
shall be nominated by Shriji for life. On the death or resigna-
ticn of any member, a new member of the same description
as the member whose seat has become vacant may be
elected or co-opted as the case may be in his place.

(3) There shall be two Vice Presidents of the Nidhi.

(4) Members shall elect every three years a chairman, who shall be
the principal executive of the Nidhi, and shall preside over
the meetings of the Nidhl in the absence of the President
and the Vice-Presidents. In the first instance Shriji shall
appoint one of the members as the Chairman for a period of
three years.

5. 'Devasthan Nidhi shall have all powere mnecessary, proper and
incidental to carry out the objects of the Nidhi and may invest its funds
in such securities, land, business or undertakings and may vary the
investments as it may deem {it. '

6. Devasthan Nidhi, subject to the sanction of the High Court, shall
make rules necessary:—

(a) for regulating its work;
(b) for providing a constitutional structure for the Nidhi;
(¢ for making provision for management and administration of
institutions, property and {funds; '
(d) for all other incidental matters;
and amend the same.

7. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution the High Court may
issue such orders and directions as may be deemed necessary to secure
proper administration of the Nidhi.
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8. The trules, orders and directions made under section 6 and 7 here-
of shall have the force of law.

9 The Nidhi shall file audited accounts in the High Court annually.
10. No institution, property, funds or income of the Nidhi shall be taxed.

[31]
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COMMUNIQUE
Dated Udaipur, the 5th June, 1947.
10338

On Vaishakh Bidi 1 Samwat 1990, the Dhvajadanda Commission was
appointed by His Highness the Maharana Sahib Bahadur consisting of:—
1. Raja Amar Singhii of Banera.
2. Mr. C. G. Chenvix Trench.
3. Mr. B. L. Bhattacharya. and
4. Mr. R. M. Antani,
The Commission made its report on 10th April, 1935,
2, The following facts have been found by:the report:—

A, Though originally a Digambari temple the shrine of Rakhabdeoji from

times immemorial is worshipped by Hindus including Bhils and Jains
of all sects.

B. Its properties and funds bave formed part of the Devasthan, vested
in the Maharana oi Udaipur for the time being as Trustee and over
which for two centuries he exercises all powers of management and
control includiog the right to permit ceremonies at the temple,

C. The erection of a Dhvajadanda at the temple is an essential part of
the ceremonies connected with :

(a) Pratishtha of an idol or Vedi in the temple.
(b) Jeernodhar of any important part of the temple,

D. The Dhvajadand is erected with ceremonies :
(a) Under circumstances mentioned in sub-clause C
(b) When the Dhvajadanda falls down.
(c> When the flag is torn and has to be replaced. On such an
occasion the ritual is performed at the foot of the staff in a
Mandap and though the old Dhvajadanda is left standing the
ceremony is in effect of erecting a Dhvajadanda,
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E. Neither the Svetambaris nor the Degambaris are proved to have been
excluded performing their riluals when a Dhvajadanda is erected.

3. In view of these findings which His Highness accepts it is clear
that the Devasthan Department which had been in control and manage-
ment of the temple on behalf of the Maharanas as Trustees on behali
of the worshipers is bound to see that all worshipers are allowed to
worship the shrine according to tbeir respective rituals without any
hinderance. It may be added that by the Constitution promulgated by His
Highness the Mabarana Sahib Bahadur on the 23rd may, 1947 the whole
Devasthan and the temples and institutions and the properties appertaining
thereto including the Rekbabdeoji temple have been transferred to the
Devasthan Nidhi as Trustees.

4. In view of the Report and the Recommendations made therein
for the future His Highness has been pleased to order as follows:—

.A. When any of the circumstances referred to in C (a), D (b) occurs
the party wanting to perform Jeernodhar or Pratishtha of the erec-
tion of a Flag-staff (Dhvajadanda) must obtain the permission of the
Devasthan Nidhi.

B. [ the staff is sound only the flag is to be replaced the ritual of
erection must be gone through and the new flag hoisted.

C. On the occasion whegn a Dhvajadanda ceremony is to be performed
all the sects should be invited by the Devastban Nidhi to perform
their rituals at their own expenses. The Devasthan Nidhi shall
appoint an officer to preside over the ceremony.

"D. If there are competing partis for the right to begin th‘é"rimals it
should be auctioned to the highest bidder. Similarly if there are
more than two parties, the subsequent parties also will bid between
themselves for the right of precedence.

E. The proceeds of the auction shall be part i the Trust Funds.

F. If there are no parties ready to periorm the rituals the Devasthan
Nidhi should erect the Dhvajadanda with due ceremonies.

G. All other matters connected with this matter shall be decided by
the Devasthan Nidhi.

5. Devasthan Nidhi should erect a new Dhvajadanda on a suitable
date in accordance with order.

Manohar Sinha
Actg. Prime Minister,
Mewar Gort,
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