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The existence and succession of Samprati, another grand-
son cf Asoka, although not verified by epigraphic recard, are
vouched for by a considerable body of tradition. The Buddhist
prose romance, named Asokvadana ( being part of the Divyava-
dana ), tells a long story of Asoka’s senile devotion o the
church and consequents waste of the resources of the empire
which went so far that the ministers were compelled to remove

him from power, and place Samprati, scn of the blinded
Kunala, on the throne.
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The Jain literary tradition of western :India, which alse
recognizes Samparti as the immediate successor of Asoka, eu-
logizes him as on eminent patron of Jainism who founded Jain
monasteries even in non-Aryan countries. Almost all ancient
Jain temples or monuments of unknown origin are ascribed by
the popular voice to Samprati, who is, in fact; regarded as be-
ing the sovereign of all India, holding court at Patliputra; but
other traditions place the seat of his government at Ujjain.
(P. 181)
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Perhapss the empire was divided immediately, after Asok’s
death, between his grandsons, Dasaratha taking the eastern,
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