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In fact duce to crisis brought about by Islam, religion and
literature tended to become less the monopoly of the learned
and more and more a cause of the common people,

It would, however, be untrue to say that Sanskrit literature
ceascd to be cultivated, We have in Gujerat the great resurgence
of Sanskrit associated with Hemachandra Suri and the magnifie
cent and learned court of Virdhavala whose minister Vastupala,
himself a poet of eminence, revived the traditions of Bhoja in
the west...unconnected with the influence of Islam but contempos
rancous with it is the great vevival of Jainism. The religion of
Vardhaman had been cclipsed for long by the success of Budd-
hism, But from the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharvela we
know that the Kaling monarch was a follower of the Tirthanka=
vas. It seems to have had &lso a considerable vogue ‘in the
south in the first six centaries of the Christion era, as we know
from Pallava records and south Indian litereture In Gujerat it
had at all times a vigorous, if restricted, life In the twelfth
century however when Kumarpala comes to power it suddenly
rises into prominence, An Acharya of ontstanding ability,
scholarship and wide vision, comparable only to Shankar, arose
among them, Hemachandra Suri; ascetic, lexicographer, epic poct
and teacher is indeed a unique personality, one of the greatest
that India has produced. His main contribution to Jainism may
be generally described as a very successful attempt to combine
the Aryan culture with Jain thought. In his. Lives of Great Men
the Purusha Charit—an epic in many volumes Hemchandra
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popularised in a Jain gavab the entire mythology of the Hindus.
The stories of the Mahabharat and the Ramayana and the great
traditions of the past were all embodied in this monumental
work which earned for its author the title of Kalikala Vyasa.
Hemchandra is one of the makers of modern Indian mind and
takes his place with Valmiki, Vyasa and Sankara.

Hemchandra wrote in Sanskiit and impetus he gave to lan-
guage was no doubt responsible for the great amount of sanskrit
literature produced: at this time in Gujerat. Balachandra Suri
( Vasant vilas, 1296 ), Yasapala (author of Maha Moha Vijaya ),
Ramchandra Suri ( Nala Vilasa ), Vastupala himsclf ( Narnara-
yaniya ) to mention but'a few are among the prominent Jain
authors of the thirteenth century who contributed to the richness
of Sanskrit, Jainism alter Hemchandra took its place as a great
vehicle of Sanskrit culture,

[ A survey of Indian History. P. 164-163 ]
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