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The Vaisali Sangh is to be complimented on its decision to
start an Institute of Postgraduate Studies and Research in Pra-
krit and Jainology, Jainism, unlike Buddhism, did not travel
beyond the country of its birth but, judged by the number of
adherents. Jainism has proved a stronger force in India than
Buddhism. Even if it had proved itself to be less vital, the impo-
rtance of research in its doctrines and literature as part of Indo-
logical studies would have ramained equally great. The Sangha
has appropriately decided to establish the Institute at Vaisali,
birthplace of Mahavira, the last of the Tirthankaras, in the Muzaf-
farpur district of Bihar. Specialisation usually implies bigatry
and a narrow outlook and it is gratifying to note that in order
to avoid this danger the Sangha proposes to invite for work in
the Institute pandits and scholars with a modern outlook, The
centre will also work in collaboration with the few small bodies
that have already been promoting research in Jainism, This
should minimise overlapping and duplication.
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New weapon that may annihilate armies

Can armies be destryoed by sound ? This is the question
that military scientists are asking themselves to-day.

There is little doubt that sound waves of high pitch, beyond
the gamut of human ear, could prove fatal. But can a machine
be perfected which would destrory whole armies by sound. waves ?
The lethal properties of high-frequency sound waves were consi-
dered during the last war, and according to an american journal,
an Englishman actually designed and ultrasonic machine, capable
of destroying whole "armies............

American scientist have already found that sound waves of
even moderate intensity could prove fatal in the case of mice and
caterpillars, Laboratory tests iman american college recently sho-
wed that ultrasonic rays could tear animal tissue to pieces and
raise body temperature to as high as 140 degrees............

It has been found that the energy of high-frequency beam,
when it strikes the fur of the animals, turns into heat so intense
that their body proteins coagulate. An American has discovered that
diamonds could be shattered by vibrations 1,000,000 times a
second. There is little doubt that sound waves of very high-
frequency can prove dangerous to human beings......,........

(The “Tribune ” 7-3=1952 )
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