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It is now admitted by all that Vardhamana
or Nirgrantha Gnataputra, best known us Vira or
Mahgvira, regarded by the Jainas as the twenty-
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fourth and last Tirthankara was a historical personage
and a contemporary of Shikya Muni, the Buddha.
He was born in the year 599 B. C, or towards
the end of the Dusami Susami period, the fourth
Ara, as the Jainas reckon time, on the thirteenth
day of the bright half of Chaitra, He is said
to have perfected his vow Kalpa after Kalpa.
Many a hundred incarnations preceded that final
incarnation in which the highest knowledge and
intuition, called Kevala-Jnina, was attained. Step
by step he climbed up the long ladder of existence;
life after life of self-abnegation and devotion led
him from earthly manhood to divine humanity,
from divine humanity to the position of a Jina or
a Tirthankara, Immeasurable ages of innumerable
lives lay behind him ere he was born in the royal
palace at Kundapura or Kundagarama-a Kshatriya
suburb of Vaishdli, the capital of Videha or Tirhut-
horn for his last birth upon this planet, bora to
reach the perfet illumination, born to become a
mighty teacher and instructor of myriads and myriads
of the human race,

The Jainas, both Shvetambaras and Digam-
baras, state that he was the son of King Siddhartha
of the celebrated race of lkshvaku and of the
K#shyapa Gotra, and that his mother Trishald was
sister to King Chetaka of Vaishdli, and was also
related to King Dimbisira of Magadha then the
most powerful state in India. The name given by
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his parents was Vardhamana, as cansing increase
of riches, peace and prosperity, but Indra or Shakra-
the chief of the gods-gave him also the appellation of
Mahavira as significant of his power and supremacy
over gods and men,

For mnearly thirty years Mahivira ssems to
have lived in the bosom of his family. According
to the Shvetambara tralition he was prevailed upon
by his parents to marry Yashodd, daughter of the
prince Samaravira, By her he had a daughter, Anojja
or Priyadarshand, who was married to a noble of
the name of JamZli-one of the Saint’s pupils
and founder of a new sect-and who in her
turn bad a daughter called Sheshavati or Yashovati
Mabavira’s parents and with them probably their
whole clan of Naya Kshatriyas were followers of
the tenets of Parshvanitha-the twenty-third Tirthan-
kara-who is said to have preceded Mahivira by 250
years, They died when Mahavira was twenty~-eight
yearsold, and the government of the country naturally
‘devolved on his elder brother Nandivardhana,
Mahavira now felt free to become an ascetic.
After two years of abstinence and self-denial at
home, he resolved to fulfil his vow-the vow that
he had taken, long lives before, to renounce all,
to reach illumination, and to become a saviour
of the world, He took the permission of his brosher
and the royal councillors, gave away his wealth
in charity, and then, surrounded by crowds of
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people; proceeded towards the Shandavana park
outside the Kshatriya suburb of Vaisli, There in
the centre of the park, under the shade of the
evergreen Ashoka tree, he quietly descended from
his state palanquin, took off his ornaments, stripped
off his princely garments, placked out his hair
in five handfuls, paid obeisance to all liberatsd
spirits, and vowing to do no siuful act, entered
upon that ascetic life, the austerities of which
were to dry  up all the founts of Karma and
free him from the sorrowful cycle of birth and
rebirth,

This great initiation, all sects agree, took
place when “Mabavira was thirty years of age,
some time between 570 and 569 B. C., on the tenth

- day of the latter { ? ) half of Mirgashirsha or Msga.
sara, For twelve years he led a life of severe auste-
rities, observing frequent fasts of several monthg’
duration, practising penances greater than any
other practised, always meditating, always striving
to realize himself, always siuless and circumspect
in thought, in word and in deed. For full twelve
years the homeless ascetic wandered from place to
place, never staying for longer than a single night

~in a village or for more than five nights in a
_town, and only resting during the four months of
the rainy season, always bearing with perfect
patience and equanimity all kinds of hardship and
cruel ill-treatment at the hands of his enemies
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and the savage tribes of Vajrabhumi, Suddhibhumi
and Lat or L&, the countries apparently of the
‘Gonds. ‘As he was thus wandering on his way,
the time approached when perfect illumination was
to be found For, in the thirteenth year after his
renunciation of the world and initiation as an
ascetic, on the tenth day of the bright half of
Vaishakha, as he was seated under the shade of
a sal tree outside Jrimbhakagrama, on the north
bank of the river Rijupalikd-a place not very far
from the Parshvanitha bills-as he sat there bene. .
ath the sacred tree, there dawned on him the light
which he had been born into the world to disco-
ver; there came to him, in that silent hour of
deep meditation, the mighty ~ awakening which
made him the enlightened, the omniscient, the all--
knowing, which told him of sorrow, of the cause
of sorrow, cf the cure of sorrow, and of the path
which leads beyond it, The bonds of Karma-the
enemies to enlightenment, wisdom and salvation—
were snapped like an old rope; and the Kevala
Jnana-the only knowledge-knowledge which is full
and complete, unimpeded and uhobstructed, infinite
and supreme-became his own,

The last thirty years of his. life Mah%vira
passed in teaching his religious system and or-
ganizing his order of ascetics,. The scene of his
labours is mostly along the Ganges, in the modern
districts of Bihar and Allahabad. - In the towns
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which lay in these parts he spent almost all
the rainy seasons during his spiritual career,
though at times he extended his travels as far
west and north  as Shravasti and the foot of the
Him7layas, Men and women of all castes and cla-
sses from the lands east of the Middle Country
crowded into his order, and from these grew the
four representatives of the Jaina community:
Sadhus, Sidhvis, Srivakas and Srdvikis-monks,
nuns, laymen and laywomen, Mahavira’s name and
fame greatly perturbed the Brahmans of Magadha,
and several of their most eminent teachers under-
took to refute his doctrines, Instead of effecting
their purpose, however, they became converts, and
constituted his Ganadharas-Chief disciples and tea-
chers of his doctrines, In thirty years Mahivira is
said to have converted to Jainism Magadha, Bibdr,
Prayaga, Kaushimbi, Champapuri and many other
powerful states in North India, The Jainas, both Shve-
tambaras and Digambaras, have recorded the names of
the places where he stayed during each rainy season.
They also give the names of the different rulers
he visited. They tell us how Chetaka, king of
Videha, became a patron of his order; how Kunika,
king of Anga, gave him the most cordial welcome;
how Shatanika, king of Kausimbi, listened with
deep interest to his discourses; how Shrenika, king
of Magadhs, asked him thousands of questions conce-
¥
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rning the faith, and, all of them being satisfactorily
answered, became one of the strongest champions
of the religion of the Jina,

We now come to the closing scene of Maha-
viras life, His last rainy season was spent in Papa-
the modern Pavapuri-a small town in the  Patna
district, still held sacred by the Jainas. Hastipala,
the ruler of the place, was a great patron of Maha-
vira, and, according to the Kalpa-Sutra, it was in
the office of his scribe that the venerable ascetic died.
He attained Nirvana, cut asunder the ties of birth,
old age and death, became a Siddha, a Mukta,
freed from all misery, Freed from all pains.

This is said to have occurred in 5:7 B, C,
some 605 years before the commencement of the
Shaka era, and 470 years before King Vikramiditya.
Mahavira’s system of teaching, as it has come down
to us, is full of metaphysics and philosophy; but apart
from these, its main purpose, summed up in a
few words, is to free the soul from its mundane
fetters by means of the three jewels: Samyak
Jnana, Samyak Darshana, Samyak Charitra—Right
Knowledge, Right Faith, Right Conduct. His great
message to mankind is that birth is nothing,
caste is nothing, but Karma is everything, and
on the destruction of this Karma depends final
emancipation,
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There can no longer be any doubt that Par-
shva was a historical personage. According to the
Jaina tradition, he must have lived a hundred
years and died - 250 years before Mahdvira. His
period of activity, therefore corresponds to the
8th century B. C.

The parents of Mahavira were followers of
the religion of Parshvanatha, x x x The age,
we live in, there have appeared 24 Prophets of
Jainism, They are ordinarily called Tirthankaras,
With the 23rd Parshvanitha we enter into the

v region of History and reality. ”
[ Introduction to his Essay on
Jain Bibliography. ]
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“In conclusion let me assert my conviction
that Jainism is an original system, quite distinct
and independert frcm all  others, and that,
therefore it is of great imporiance for the study
of Philosophical thought and religious life in ancient
India. "

[ Read in the Congress of the History

of religion ]
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Ahimsa in its positive form means the largest
~ love, the highest sympathy, the greatest charity,
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“Ahims3 is perfectly consistent with social and
temporal progress of the highest order, with the
life of a king, a warrior, a merchant, a factory-
owner and a tiller of the soil. Every body in
any and every station of life can practise Ahimsa
in such- a degree and to such an extent as his
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special circumstances allow. It does not debar the
Jainas from taking up arms in defence of justice
and righteousness, to protect the ‘weak from the
tyrannical and to enforce the observance of solemn
treaties and sacred pledges. It only prohibits them
from aggressive militarism, from want on bloodshed
and from acts of brutal cruelty”
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F1 A QA-Ha-FAa-aig-qifea mfgai M @ F
faq § | TR ~A1IEeeE, JUAMWATUFRTET A4
F PE-TEW~aS T—FIW FEE4AT F1 (Y | I8 Ay
¥ AAFEET § | g 98 F A9 9T 34240 F ;A Ak
amfz & St frarE 1 Y9@ 91 AT I R ¥,
TF ST W A e fafega AW afa Qifvm fam
%, A Ee @ 9@ e v A fEd & R § oad
Faq TR0 @ AGA-q0 K ATA § asvaar
g 38 ¥ 1 98 41 a9 FE QA § O - wfEEn F aieEt
¥ WA AEEIT S 99| W ¥ | 9% evnifas 9
aefl gg & W scErEell e AT € AW @Al
R | Qg WERNT 33 F FAGIA F g IR Afg@-gEa
AT FARfA® A a@1, 9, AT ATEIT &t 89
sqAEqT B JEATR Fa41 sTafaa o€t 5 eant =i
fes® GEqU § Afe@ ¥ WEA G @ W W T g6
& adh, WA aged & fratg H 9 At saw whifcgw
silt smafRaq 9B § T % A FAEAYIE AT,
oo WX g g ¥ 9% g1 WR SAR 4w W,




fraga 1 & & W

Farat =\ f-sf-wfrwwge geen § o wfae
qI9% 97 IR TUIT ST @12 ) 39 (FF ) |y
B UG T IRT-7T NgH T # g0, awg
Mg # smg @ ¥ | T wro ¥ OF 97 M A afga
ARG 7 o ARw g9 =0 g qn e ) ow
T - @FAET frww & OF 3% 70 sTETE §
R T - wfém qIAY 927 T HHT FGWA-TH T L0
FIE 937 8, smiq amfy i qgfgar a‘t DAt Y, a8
S FaA &l g}aﬁ I AT R AT 7T T ARQ
T | FEIg-—aN § F A F 9O 9w EA W
WA ¥

AFAa7 Bga 2t SR 9 G-
o wm  wfE A oofe Q@ w1 @ A ¥
T4l AT T AR gt avaa g R, awt
A3 WA F1 T8 @edq @1 % | 9% A dEW F @ W
mawdt w3y | Au Famy fr Rl wa ¥
et A % g ot @ar fafda €1, weg wrdat w198
fagrea @37 wéz @’ ) wiEg

o7 ¥ Srzar§ i Smifzerfivrs @ s AR q
IA|n

i sifasrn e % o ag v awar § 5, SAaifyes s
§ R F JA @Y, 99 & 0-fagw ¥ wvard faga g

WA g9 O @t ¥ S8 s ¢ s
%\ vad Iat & e A o aga Ay aewa



()

CH) & & [ Safazr-

<. 797 St & 93w ¥ Fre—

“ Had there not been Jaina books belonging
to the Prakrita literature, we should not be able
now to form an idea of what Prakrita literature
was, which once was the rival of Sanskrita litera-

~ ture and certainly more popular than Sanskrita

literature......We are much indebted to the Jaimds

for all the glimpses we get of the popular
Prakrita literature, ’

qeFa § STRW, e, mfﬂ AGFIY, 719,

. 3%, smfan st o T T bk foat

m&@—uqfa T @ faegm wog ¥ § | S St
2a W Ay Pr—

“Now what would Sanskrita poetry be without
the large Sanskrita literature of the Jainas | The more
I learn to know it, the more my admiration rises.”

gaig-3at % mge, dega-aeen . fan dega-
slaar 7 @ ! | faga o g@ sat st wiyw SEd
= fa@ar 3, it A g AR g S g |
SEFI-FA fqaT A, fed sﬁt GUEG fE 1
W # Wt gewa Saaifye ¥ ) €to 539 any wad §-
“ They ( Jainas) are the creators of very ex-
tensive popular literature,”

Flg— % 750w @F-a aig F et |

Tay, J@HT, GWE 9R We ;R ow &
¥ gr—iEw 99 ot e afga-asd @ oW @ ¥



frgda T < 4 ¥

qIFIZ F WgA TIETE §F WA S gt
gee fagan, g FARIRE AT 1870 qA-9tw
77 9 ¥ | 99 ST Esal A SRA F i S-SR
- mifgenfrfigas dwga gt @ Awn-afa-fafad
TR ITH (EA-T3A TN AW v A ¥ | qA qeq—-
et § S wedi ¥ arr YA uedt wOof Gy SA
WTFARE

rhEa—war @ A a9 w7 ¥ 1 gEea ¥ g
w1 g 7 ghgm & ¥ ) @A @ aff, gaea ¥ shwa
¥ GGU T AT WA A T Sqw A sgfa |
QM | w3E A frwda, sgwl, gias, s, et
st Aidenat § 7 ghage o {vaga q9e g &
I@eT it ¥ | F9 U @A W EE, WY 9
AN AFARW, AFFT WA G F afegT AT A
T1 €I%eT 7 A7 fer—wet § 7y Ag3 §, W Jat &
fet—Fa-fygar {wadt e2 &% o @E w0 §
s gt @ fawa A 37

SAaS ® RS SN SR AT

firq aswal | 99 § ondew o W Iak g AT
% @ %% % | 3faq, @ gAW OF (Universal ) 3,
S @ x A8 | AT AT 9N §, WA A AW 0w
3, wAw A ATl @ AW @O WO 8@

x * Eternal truth is one, but it is reflected
in the minds of the singers, ”



.88 e & [ Fafyzra-

A8t | oA A vaw WiE  AFA T MCAFTALN T
3wy ? % 90 wRR-fams gfwer @

aifyu, a8t f& Waframs $92 | a5 IFHT @ofis
U @1 € 9% @98 T3 WEIU g | G,
A%l Gean, ifds Y% Bmast 1 e w1 fagega
i wneA ¥ fag & @ 71 2f aw av-feg G

§9 2fy } 79 A997 W} WA WY ¥, a7 oG
fa § f5 ar 9AW SRW [ Preaching ] ¥, fwad
favme & g fafg @ F499a [ Omniscience ] H
TR F ¥ @3 vaw g R R ) e w1 A9
T8 awfia 3, e {m—aq—tﬁz% | qeg & 37 Qb
¥ T 931 § Ak ey quuRsTm @ fana a
qtg femr }, vak swwwEa § waw w1 ogwv Fanl
A T 3¢S Frwd gY Wk ‘A s
TC—aTH! AN &1 F STA fRar ¥ | 99 IR W
g -mifa-ga-gmgEaEd R THIY F W7
P, a1 % faw g i | %@ & 5w 1 afy
ST~ 435 MY [Cosmopolitan] ¥H FaT bk zﬁ wanfy
ar FegfE A G | Y, TF, FAER, TG TG TR
g, @t Fe 30T qAAr A 99 79 99 7 gy -
71 S maw, qa A {0 A @lw W AW
StaH 98 earw, 89 3 d AW A FT % | oA
91 R &1 IRT #, W AT Al F1 IiE R
f Qi 31 gafau 7w 3 R g0 fam gi-gafe-
THIA 99 &1 98 F@ ¥ | Te oA famg oo 3



Ecacl & & , s _

Good will to all and ill will to none is the
one distinguishing feature of Jainism, Its simple
teachings such as to abstain from evil thoughts,
words and deeds, and to cherish universal love, can be
easily attractive of any one who has com mon sense,

T fgad Sl @ ew ai fmgegh &
qF | SWE 0 gU faan § fR—

“In Jainism there is neither promise nor
persuasion, neither flattery nor frightening. Con-
version by coercion, by temptations, by deceit or by
terrorising is' not a point of faith in Jainism. The
thunder of Zeus, the prospect of Houris, the tor-
tures of hell form no forces to draw a soul to
Jainism. Its truth is universal, It is the most ancient
and the most thorough system of Rationalism in
the world, ‘It is a sober truth, propounded after
deep and deliberate consideration.”

st St |, ®ieE wRiaT ¥ wer un—

“The Karma philosophy aud the Jaina ethical
code demonstrate that the Jainas have been an
eminently democratic people, highly independent
in thought and character, with no spiritual or tem-
poral fetters to keep them cribbed, cabinned and
confined. ”

. SIHIW

| ﬁxa‘j | %9 {6 Q@ K AW T g S Wi g



ve & < [ Smfagwa-

Y g A § 28 43 % 6, awm v 3 wom d s
g wifiw &gfad f1 g7 FTCF-gA F 90 W AR
FTAT di@ar Mg wfew @iz wA gga Y Ak
@y i, R 3w W frad g g2 3 3E AW
AT @%8 § | 97 37 ausnfes o s wadl |
F 80 89 B @Y I7AAF A7 AT d qEg A wifE
argZifes faar gnd qefis atnasg @t gegm
% fasaeq A 3 R G QU @I @A WEY | @i
TN @0 137 QM AR N |gfas afw 3,
AN a7 AT WET AT H) (o F aFA

‘et g SoT: Tl WA W é§&m
w9, ;5 mggrfﬁ—ﬂﬁﬁ-«ﬂx& W FI AW F,
e =Y, ¢ @y’ 3FI aq Heq- 0 ( spiritual duties ),
i ¢ Wﬁ 'R FE-AE qAN AYA-TRG FAT
Ay | af a@ias 7 3 1 9 g w Efg—mga W
w1 T@d § gud wmla ¥ | ey aEaifes O §:—

“ qiar efsier @i gwainmg |
ATERT FEAAAT ATTAHFEIAT ||

q9, 39 fPA-9% W I F W AW @I W
siffa &% | AT A w7 F foqin F Agg FEg w
faga & g 7w 98 | & mifer: |

al, 14-8-39
U\M B
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