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We are extremely happy to know that JAIN SOCTETY OF GREATER
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, USA is going to publish a souvenir to commemorate the
consecration ceremony of New Jain Temple and Pratita Ceremony (Ingtallation
Ceremony) of New ldols of Jan Teerthankaras al Atlanta City Georgia State, USA being
held from 19th November, 2008 through 24th November, 2008

Word “JINA” means Conqueror. A greaf soul who conquers the evils (KARMAS)
of his ownself is called as “JINA”. Great Ged Lord JINA or INENDRA BHAGWAN
preached holy Dharma called “JAINA DHARMA”. Those who practice the principles of
“JAINA DHARMA” are called as “JAINS". Devotees of his contemporary period used to
go to his “Samavasarana“(the holy place of hie preaching) to worship him and listen to
his holy preaching But during the period of his absence his followers were in need of a
place to practice the Dharma. Then they built Jain Temples and mstalled the statues of
Lord Jinendra Bhagwan to worship him. Hence Jain temples are the replicas of
"Samavasarana” and the Jain statues are real images of Lord Jinendra Bhagwan, (“Jina
Bunb™)

We appreciate the efforts of Jam Society of Greater Atlanta. Georgia. USA for
their ereat understandings to build a common Jan Temple dedicated to all sub sects of
Jiamism viz., Swetambar, Digambar, Stanakwas, Ternh Panthi and Shreamad Rajchand

Panthess This umty showe thew broad vision and mutual understanding which is the nead
of the hows

We do pray Lord Supreme Sri Jinendra Bhagwan for the grand success of the
careitOmes.

MAY GOD BLESS EVERYBODY OF THIS UNIVERSE.

SRI HOMBUIJA JAIN MATH L BSbLN(J.‘)
P.O.. HUMCHA ( I —4—
HIS HOLINESS JAGADGURU

SHIMOGA DIST SWASTI SR.I SRI SRI :
EARNATAFA-INDIA-577436 DEVENDRAKEERTI BHATTARAK
MAHASWAMAJ
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STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
ATLANTA 30334-0900

Sonny Perdue
= ERTNOR

November 14, 2008
Dear Friends:

P am pleased to send grectings for the grand opening of Jain Tempic.

Allow me to welcome distinguished guests. members and their tamilies and other citizens
and autendecs to this special event. 1 hope that you enjoy the festivitics planned for you during
this five-day celebration.

Congrawlations! { rcjoice with you on the completion of this tremendous project. This
magniticent house of praver was built with love and the devotion of the entire Jainist community.
[t is a remarkable achievement, As vou celebrate your heritage and look to the future, | am
confident this beautitul temple will provide peace and tranquility for all who worship here for
years to come.

Mary joins me in extending our best wishes for a memorable celebration.

Sincerely,

nny Perdue

SPopam




CITY OF ATLANTA

55 TRINITY AVE, S.W
SHIRLEY FRANKLIN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 303350300
MAYOR
TEL (404) 330-6100

November 14, 2008

Greetings:

As Mayor of Atlanta, I am pleased to congratulate the Jain Society of Greater Atlanta as you celebrate the

inauguration of the Jain Society of Greater Atlanta Temple.

The Jain Society of Greater Atlanta has built its foundation on strengthening, sustaining, and spiritually
enriching the lives of the Jain community. Your dedication and leadership demonstrates your unwavering
commitment to promoting sustainable peace and human security through the belief of non-violence,
vegetarianism, preservation of nature and more. As you convene for the inauguration of the Jain Society of

Greater Atlanta Temple, 1 wish you continued success as you impact the communities you serve.

I commend you for your invaluable contributions to uplift and foster achievement that will assist in creating
a balanced community. Your teachings continue to instill indelible values that impact people across the
nation. As you celebrate your legacy and faith-driven service, I wish you continued success as you impact

the community you serve.

On behalf of the people of Atlanta, I extend best wishes to you for a successful celebration!

Sjncerely

Shirley Pfanklin



November 2008
Jai Jinendra,

Welcome to the Jain Society of Greater Atlanta’s Pratishtha Mahotsav! I am very happy that our
dream project has now become a reality for the Atlanta and neighboring Jain community. The
successful completion of this undertaking would not have been possible without the hard work,
dedication and financial support of our JSGA members.

The 3 Phase Construction Project began in 1996 when 3.7 acres of land was acquired to build our
Jain Center and Temple. In the presence of Acharya Shri Chandanaji and Sadhvi Shri Shubhamiji,
we performed the Bhoomi Poojan in 1998. Between 1998 and 1999, the temple committee
worked on the architectural designs of the Jain Center.

Phase | of the Jain Center project included building of the Jain Center. This was successfully
completed in December 2000 and was inaugurated in April 2001. This marked the beginning
of a new era. We now have a central place to worship together under one roof and have place to
arrange various lectures, poojas and carry out other religious functions.

Phase 2 of the Jain Center project included finishing of the basement, kitchen, Pathshala class-
rooms and additional bathrooms. This allowed us to arrange for the weekly Pathshala classes and
have a dining facility with sitting capacity of more than 200 persons for our members.

Phase 3 of the project was the biggest challenge that we encountered. This phase was to construct
the Shikharbandhi Jinalay (Temple) made of magnificent marble carvings. We worked with our
architect Tony Patel and Sompura in Ahmedabad, India to come up with a traditional Jain De-
rasar design. JSGA Executive Committee members visited India several times to locate the best
marble available for our temple and idols. We successfully ordered the idols and completed the
marble temple in Atlanta, GA.

Anjan Salaka of Mulnayak, Adinath Bhagwan, was carried out in Walkeshwar, Bombay (India).
Many members visited India and participated in this event and thoroughly enjoyed the auspi-
cious ceremony. The pictures of the Anjan Salaka are posted on our JSGA website. According
to Acharya Maharaj Nay Vardhan Suri Swarji, this Murti is extremely powerful and the Anjan
Salaka Vidhi was performed in one of the best ways possible. Members showed such joy and en-
thusiasm upon the arrival of this Pratimaji in Atlanta on Sunday, November 2. Prior to its arrival
to Atlanta, we received a large number of donations than expected. Jain Samaj of Greater Atlanta
is fortunate to have such a powerful Murti at our Temple. According to Acharya Maharaj, this is
one of the largest Murtis outside of India where Anjan Salaka was performed.

In our Swetambar temple we have 3 Pratimas and Gabhara, 24 Tirthankars in Bhomti, current
Adinath pratima and 10 Dev/Devis in the temple and lobby area. In our Digambar temple, which
is located downstairs, we have 3 Murtis in the main Gabhara. In addition we have a dhyan room
for Sthanakvasi followers adjacent to the Digamber temple.

I thank all the JSGA Executive Committee members who have worked very hard, sponsors,
IJSGA members, various committee members, and all of the volunteers who made our dream
project such a grand success. We hope to continue this tremendous energy and positive progress
going forward.

Sincerely,

Deepak Shah
JSGA President
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President

Dilip V. Shah
Phitadelphia, PA

{215) 561-0581
dilipvshah@gmail.com

First Vice President

Lata Champsee

Con Mills, ONT

(418} 441-2200
iatachampsee@gmail.com

Sacretary

Sushil Jain
Gaithersburg, MD
{301} 670-0515
skjain@9@gmail.com

Treasurer

Rita Sheth

Tulsa, OK

{918) 398-6024
jainatreasurers@gmail .com

Regional Vice Presidents
Lalit Vora

V.P. - Canada

Dorval, QC
(514)631-1383
Ivora@sympatico.ca

Nitin Shah

V.P. - West

La Mirada, CA

{562) 902-0277
sheelanitin@gmail .com

Udai C. Jain

V.P. — Southwest
Sugar Land, TX
{281) 980-0741
udaijn@yahoo.com

Deepika K. Dalal
V.P. — Southeast
Cooper City, FL
{954) 431-5957
kdeeptka@acol.com

Dilip B. Punatar

V.P. — Midwest
Bellbrock, OH

{937) 848-3228
punatar@hoimail. com

Nitin Taisania

V.P. — Northeast
Basking Ridge, NJ
(308) 418-7340
ngi@teicordia.com

Past President
Kirit C. Daftary
Waco, TX
(254) 776-4208
netrat@att.net

JAINA

Federation of Jain Associations in North America

Founded 1981
A Non-Profit Tax Exemnpt Religious Organization IRS Code Section 501{ c Y {3 Y EI # 54-1280028
NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Econornic and Social Councif of the United Nations
JAINA Headquarters: 43-11 [thaca Street, Elmhurst, NY 11373 USA: Phene & Fax (215) 561 0758

November 14, 2008
Dcar Members of Jain Society of Greater Atlanta
Greetings!

This Pratishtha event is a blessed and auspicious occasion for your Center and
indeed the entirc Jain Community of North Amcrica.

Your marvelous new Temple Complex in the southern gateway city of Atlanta is
destined to be a major pilgrimage place in modern Jain world. A pious and unified
marble Temple, 417 Anjanshalaka Pratimaji of Bhagvan Shri Adinath and Bhamti
with 24 Tirthankar moorties, ten Dev / Devis moorties on the main level and three
Digambar moorties on a lower level and an Upashray providing facility for all the
Jains, makes your center a unique destination. A majestic community hall, pathshala
classes, scholarly lectures, regular religious activities, are all hallmarks of a vibrant
community. All these qualities are a living testimony to the dedication and hard
work of scores of volunteers.

It is fitting to remember how your center has blossomed in the fifteen ycar since its
inception in 1992, JAINA - Our “Unified Jain Community” of North America has
now grown to 65 Jain Centers, and your Center has always remained active in many
of the JAINA activitics.

On behalf of JAINA, 1 congratulate Executive Committee, Temple Committee and
all the volunteers for coming together and presenting us a gift of a majestic Pratistha
Mahotsav. You have fulfilled the aspirations of the community and become shining
example of the vitality of the Jain Spirit.

Sincerely

A@L V. Shal

Dilip V Shah
President, JAINA
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From left: Jiten Shah (1992), Manhar Parekh (1993), Deepak Shah (1997-1998, 2001-2002, 2007-
2008), Madhu Sheth (1999-2000, 2005-2006), Raju Shah (2003-2004), Dr. Kirti Shah (1995), San-
tosh Kothari (1996), Narendra Maniar (not in picture 1994) ;
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by Madhu Sheth and Dr. Mahendra K. Dosi ' RS

The formation of a formal Jain Society with a constitution
and building a Jain temple was inspired with the
Atlanta visits of Acharya Shushil Kumarji and Gurudev
Chitrabhanuji in early nineties. A five-member Constitution
committee consisted of Dr. Mahendra Dosi-chairman,
Dr. Narendra Shah, Jitendra Shah, Kirti Zaveri and Vijay
Shah, was established in 1992. The committee prepared
the constitution & by-laws of JSGA in 1992 which was
approved and established. The first appointed President
was Jitendra Shah who earned the honor of being the
Jeading founding member of the Society since 1981. The
Society voted Manhar Parikh in 1993 as its first elected
JSGA President. He registered the Society as a non-profit
organization with IRS and instituted the practice of Ghee-
Boli to help fund-raising.

In 1994 Narendra Maniar the next JSGA President carried
out a survey among the Society members to identify
preferred attributes of Temple site. He also formed a
Temple Committee consisted of Mahdu Sheth - chairperson,
Deepak Shah, Dr. Kirti Shah, Santosh Kothari, and late
Dinesh Shah. The committee worked diligently with the
next two JSGA Executive Committees presided by Dr.
Kirti Shah (1995) and Santosh Kothari (1996) in search
of a suitable land for temple site. They had screened more
than 50 such sites. Lack of sufficient funds was one of the
limitations for some of the suitable sites were identified by
the Temple committee.

The society grew significantly in 1990’s and there was an
apparent need of building our own center along with a Jain
Center & Temple. In order to expedite the land selection
process Prof. Jagdish & Madhu Sheth sensed use of a
philanthropic approach necessary. They donated funds to
JSGA to purchase a 3.8-acre of land in the fastest growing
Gwinnett County with the largest population of JSGA
membership in December 1996.

In 1997 & 1998 Deepak Shah became the JSGA President.
He carried out the Bhoomi-poojan in 1997 by Acharya
Shri. Chandanajl, and initiated conceptualizing the temple
constructlon. The baton was passed on to Madhu Sheth

who served JSGA president in 1999 & 2000. With her ==
persistence and vision the Temple Committee agreed to
build a two-story of the Jain Center, and also decldet;h-m

build a Jain Center first and then temple at a later time.

\i' s

The conceptual design activities of Jain center took place >
and completed in 1999 in cooperation with Tony Patel —
(architect) and Shirish Gandhi (Jhaveri Enterprises) as
contractor. The Shila-ropan ceremony for the Center
was performed by Gurudev Chitrabhanuji, In 2000 all
activities related to Center construction was managed by

the JSGA Executive Committee members namely, Madhu
Sheth, Dr. Mahendra Dosi, Bharat Shah, Anil Shah, Rajesh f
Shah, Hitesh Shah & Virbala Jain. The construction dl;
7,500 sq.ft. main level of JSGA Center consisted of a '-,"'.' ‘
Foyer, Storage room, and the assembly hall with stage and ‘:
dressing area providing a sitting capacity of 500 persons
was completed in December 2000. o,
The center was inaugurated in April 2001 and the next J
Executive Committee with the leadership of Deepak Shah
completed the lower floor with full kitchen and dining

hall facilities, and increased the total area of the Center :
to 14,400 sq.ft. The kitchen/dining facilities in the lower
floor have sitting capacity of more than 250 persons. ..
In addition, there are four rooms in the lower floor for
various activities (Pathshala, swaddhyaya, ete.). It wﬂ
also planned to build a temple adjoining to the Cents T
at a later time allowing additional fund collection. The
Shila-ropan ceremony for the Temple was pe;ﬁanned bﬁ,'
Sadhviji Shubhamji.

'.al'l

With the opening of the Jain Center at 669 S. Peach'l‘m‘ -
Street in Norcross, GA, the Jain community memﬁﬁs
found a new home which is fully occupied with vgnmﬂ%
activities such as pooja, bhavana, samayik, pratikraman, -
lectures, yoga & meditation and pathshala classes.

Further to these activities, some of the famil
Vinod & Shushma Jain, Pravin & Veena



- .i(ﬂthan, Sunil & Ritu Uosl, and Anil & Minal Jain initiated
~ monthly poojas in Digamber tradition as well. Since the

- opening of the Jain Center, this relatively small group

following Digamber tradition is now grown to more than
40 families.

After the completion of the Jain Center, momentum
continued to initiate building the Temple. The presence of
Jain temple was felt to be critical in instilling religious and
cultural values in upcoming second and third generation
children in the US. In 2003 the JSGA President Raju Shah
re-established the Temple Committee with membership of
Mahdu Sheth - Chairperson, Deepak Shah, Dr. Kirti Shah,
Anil Shah, and Kaushik Desai who started the activities
for building Temple. Raju Shah supported in conceptual
design of the temple and helped in fund raising.

During 2005 & 2006 Madhu Sheth as JSGA President
pursued the building design activities in cooperation
with architect Tony Patel, and awarded the construction
contract for the temple site-work to Shirish Gandhi of
Jhaveri Enterprises in late 2006, so the Khat Muhurt was
performed in presence of vidhikar Shri Narendrabhai
Nandu. Deepak Shah as the next JSGA President
continued with the construction efforts. Marbles for the
temple and for the idols were selected when Deepak Shah,
Anil Shah and Shirish Gandhi visited Jaipur and Makrana
couple of times in early 2008. The Shwetamber temple
with Moolnayak Aadinaath Bhagwan is built on the main
floor, and the Digamber temple with Moolnayak Mahavir
Swami and Upashraya are built on the lower floor. The
construction activities were managed by the Executive
Committee members, namely Deepak Shah, Anil Shah,
Rajan Doshi, Paresh Shah, Kiran Shah, Meeta Parikh and
Madhu Sheth.

Once carving of the Moolnayak idol was completed, the
‘Committee arranged for its “anjan-shalakha” ceremony in
October 2008. Several of Society member families which
included Deepak & Sampurna Shah, Dr. Kirti & Neela
Shah, Rajan & Preeti Doshi, Dhanraj & Kalpana Sipani,
Anil & Madhu Shah, Raju & Rekha Shah, Madhu Sheth,
Kalaben, Dr. Taru Shah and Dr. Muktaben Shah traveled to
‘Walkeshwar - Mumbai, India to attend the ceremony held
in Shri Mahavir Swami Derasar. The “anjan-shalakha™
vidhi was performed by Param Pujya Acharya Shri Vijay
Nayvardhan Suriswarji Maharaj.

On the auspicious day of November 1, 2008 the pran-
pratishthit pratima of Moolnayak Aadinaath Bhagwan was
sent from Mumbai and received in Atlanta the next day.
~ This was such a momentous and ecstatic event that several
~ hundred members quickly got together to receive the life-
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like Moolnayak at the temple The _;oy anaj;_

3 !
among all participants was indeed noteworthy.

The Pratishtha-vidhi for the both Shwetamber and
Digamber temples will be conducted by Shri Narendrabhai
Nandu, Pandit Mahipalji Shah and Dr. Abhay Dagade
from November 14 through 20. The prana-pratishtha
vidhi will held in the presence of Munishri Jinchandraji
maharaj, Acharyashri Chandanaji, Sadhvi Shubhamji, Shri
Param Pujya Bhattarakji, Swami Shrutpagnyaji, Shraman
Ashvini-pragnyaji and Shramani Charitra-pragnyaji
and Shramani Unnata-pragnyaji along with many more
scholars.

‘!

The small Society that started in early eighties has now
grown into a large number of above 400 families and still
growing in number as well in spirituality.
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Adinath Bhagwan Anjansalakha Mahotsay
Oct. 13th 2008 to OLt 19th 2008, Walkeshwar, Mumbai, India
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Bhumi Poojan
Khatmurat
Sheela Ropan
1998 / 2000




Temple Construction
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Main Ghabhara Donors for Murti Pratishiha Amount Donated

 Main Level (Swetamber)

Mulnayak Adinath Bhaghvan (41"}

Parekh, Manhar and Mukta $50,001

Shah, Anil and Madhu $50,001

Shah, Deepak and Sampurna $100,001

Shah, Kirti and Neela $100,001

Shah, Navin and Taru $100,001

Sheth, Jagdish and Madhu $100,001

Mahavirswami Bhaghvan {35”) Shah, Jiten and Niru $55,555
" Parshvanath Bhaghvan (357} Shah, Raju and Rekha $28,501

Shah, Mukta $28,501

o _Lower Level 'C:‘I')igmﬁ‘_bﬂe'r)

Mulnayak Mahavirswami {417) Kothari, Vijay and Nilima $50,001

Shah, Kirti and Neela $50,001

Sheetalnath / Shantinath (357} Jain, Anurag and Priti $12,501

B Gupta, Atul and Rashmi $12,501
Dosi, Mahendra and Urmila $12,501

Jain, Niranjan and Kanta $12,501

Gala, Umesh and Soni $12,501

Shah, Jiten and Niru $12,501




Gonors for Murti Pratishtha

Amount Donated

Bonors for Murti Pratishtha

24 Tithankars

Amount Donated

$7,501

Anonymous $7.501 Shah, Aashish & Deepa
Bhalani Family $7.501 Shah, Bharat & Dina $7,501
Chhajed, Jayantiial & Jyotsna $7.501 Shah, Bharat & Milan $7,501
Desai Kaushik & Rupa $7,501 Shah, Bharat & Minal $7,501
Dhruv, Harsukhlal & Sushilaben $7,501 Shah, Bindul & Neha $7,501
Doshi Rajen & Priti $7,501 Shah, Bipin & Kalpana $7.,501
Gandhi, Bhavesh & Parul $7,501 Shah, Deepak & Sampurna $7.501
Jain Jitendra & Virbala $7,501 Shah, Hitesh & Reshma $7,501
Jain Karun & Seema $7.501 Shah, Raju & Rekha $7,501
Jain Manoj & Sonali $7.501 Shah, Jugna & Naishgj $7,501
Kamdar Dhanesh & Jagruti $7,501 Shah, Jitendra & Niru $7,501
Kamdar, Madhu & Kiran $7,501 Shah, Mahendra & Veena $7,501
Kothari, Raj & Tanya $7,501 Shah, Manish & Romita $7,501
Kothari, Santosh & Sarla $7,501 Shah, Mukta $7,501
Maniar, Narendra & Charu $7,501 Shah, Narendra & Kusum $7,501
Mehta, Harshad & Meena $7,501 Shah, Navin & Dr. Taru $7.,501
Modi, Vimal & Meeta $7,501 Shah, Nitin & Pravina $7,501
Parekh, Kirit & Chandrika $7,501 Shah, Paresh & Jaimini $7.501
Shah, Punit & Minal $7,501 Shah, Rajani & Geeta $7.,501
Parekh, Nilesh & Purnima $7,501 Shah, Samir & Sonali $7.,501
Parikh, Kuntal & Meeta $7,501 Shah, Vijay & Ranjan $7.501
Shah Dr Kirti & Neela $7,501 Sheth, Jagdish & Madhu $7,501
Shah, Anil & Madhu $7,501 Sheth, Rajen & Anuradha $7,501
Shah, Arun & Kala $7,501 Sipani, Dhanraj & Kalpana $7,501
Adinath ‘Bhaghvan (Currently in Center) . N
Bhavsar, Indravadan and Saroj $12,501 Shah, Dinesh and Jyoti $12,501




Donors for Murti Pratishtha

Mehta, Harshad and Meena

Amount Donated

Amount Donated Donors for Murti Pratishtha

- Gantakaranvir (31")

$8,751 Shah, Deepak and Sampurna

Parikh, Kuntal and Meeta {for Umeshbhai}

Bhatlani, Dakshash and Anita

Dand, Praful and Chetna

$8,751

Vakharia, Mahavir and Darshana

$8.751

Laxmidevi (217)

Shah, Rajendra and Kiran $17,501

Parekh, Nilesh and Pgornima

Desai, Kaushik and Roopa

*Padmavatidevi (217
$8,751 Shah, Arun and Kala

$8,751

Parekh, Kirit and Chandrika

Shah, Jiten and Niru

Parekh, Manhar and Mukla

$17.,501
Dharnendraji (21")

$8,751

_ Gautamswarmi (217)
Shah, Raju and Rekha

Shah, Rajendra and Kiran

[tchhaporia, Chandrakant and lla

Sipani, Dhanraj and Kalpana
 Manibadraji (217) |
$7,751 Shah, Nitin and Pravina

$7.751

Jayantital M Shah (

Dand, Yashan

Dhruv & Shital)

$7,751 Shah, Sandeep and Rinku $7,751
fodaji (217 |

$7.751 Kothari, Anil and Bhavna

Jain, Manoj and Sonali

Momaya, Ramesh and Jayu

$15,501
. C.‘ﬁdEﬁ%jb-w@rn'.de:..ri {217)
$12,501 Shah, Paresh and Jaimini

$6,251

Chhajed, Jayanti and Jyotsna

Sangvi, Daivesh and Ameeta

$8,251
- Sarasvatidevi (217
$12,501

$12,501

Shah, Bipin and Kalpana
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Bonors for Murti Pratishtha

Ameunt Donated

24 Tirthankars Bharamani

Donors for Murti Pratishiha

Amauni Donated

Shah, Bharat and Dina $1,111 Shah, Himanshu $1,111 |
Shah, Jiten and Niru $1,111 ftchhaporia, Chandrakant $1,111
Shah, Jugna and Naisha] $1,111 ltchhaporia, lla $1,111
Shah, Kirti and Neela $1,111 Dalal, Fakirchand and Manjula $1,111
Parekh, Manhar and Mukta $1,111 Shah, Dinesh and Jyoti $1,111
Dand, Praful and Chetna $1,111 Shah, Jyotin and Bharti $1.111
Shah, Bharat and Anjana $1,111 Parekh, Kirit and Chandrika $1,111
Shah, Hardik and Hemal $1,116 Shah, Mahan and Jaishari $5.001
Dhulfa, Hemant $1,250 Shah, Mukta $1,111
Chhajed, Jayanti and Jyoisna $1,2511 Shah, Nipa {Kantibhai and Jayaben daughter) $1.,111
Shah, Anil and Madhu $1,111 Shah, Raju and Rekha $1,111
Shah, Deepak angd Sampurna $1,111 JSGA Sangh $6,141

Dev and “Devi Bharamani

Chhajed, Jayanti and Jyotsna (Padmavatidevi)
Dashi, Rajan and Priti (Manibhadraji} $3,334
Parekh, Nilesh and Purnima {Charnendraji) $6,001
Parikh, Kunatai and Meeta (Bhomiyaji) $5,001
Parikh, Kunatal and Meeta (Chakeshwaridevi) $2,001
Parikh, Kuntal and Meeta (Ghantakaran}) $11,111%
Shah, Bipin and Kalpana (Sarasvatidevi) $6,001
Shah, Deepak and Sampurna (Gautam swami) $6,001
Shah, Deepak and Sampurna {(Laxmidevi) $8,001
Shah, Jayanti and Jagruti {Nakodaji) $6,001
Shah, Nimesh and Purvi {Manibhadraji) $3,334
Shah, Sandeep and Rinku {Manibhadraji) $3,334

$9,501




Bonars for Murti Pratishtha

Arnount Donaied

Donors for Muri Pratishtha

Mulnayak Nurti ‘Bharaman - Main Level

Amount Donated

Aggarwal, Arvind and Nutan $1,001 Shah, Bipin and Kalpana $1,001
Bhavsar, [ndravadan and Saroj $1,001 Shah, Deepak and Sampurna $1.001
Dand, Praful and Chetna $1.001 Shah, Dhruv and Shital $1.001
Dand, Yashan and Praful 1,001 Shah, Dimple and Dinesh $1,001
Doshi, Rajan and Priti $1,001 Shah, Dinesh and Jyotiben $1,001
Gandhi, Bhavesh and Parul $1,001 Shah, Kantilal & Surya {c/o Samir & Sonali) $1,001
Gandhi, Shirish and Prema $1,001 Shah, Kiran and Brinda $1,001
Mehta, Harshad and Meena $1,001 Shah, Maendra and Veena $1,001
Mehta, Sunil and RBajui $1,001 Shah, Manish & Romita {for her parents) $1,001
Parekh, Manhar and Mukia $1,111 Shah, Manst & Kalpin $1,000
Parekh, Nilesh and Purnima $1,001 Shah, Mitesh and Bharat $1,001
Parikh, Beeta and Kuntal $1,001 Shah, Mona and Deepak $1,001
Patel, Ramesh and Kamu $1,007 Shah, Mukta $1,001
Shah, Amish and Mahandra $1,001 Shah, Paresh and Jaimini $1,001
Shah, Amit and Deepak $1,001 Shah, Rajesh and Bharat $1,001
Shah, Anil and Madhu $1,001 Shah, Raju and Reekha $1,001
Shah, Anup and Nidhi $1,001 Shah, Sampurna and Deepak $1,001
Shah, Arun and Kala $1,001 Shah, Surendra and Leena $1,001
Shah, Ashit and Deepa $1,001 Sheth, Jagdish and Madhu $1,001
Shah, Ashwin and Viashali $1,001 Sheth, Pulin and Neena $1,001
Shah, Bharat ang Milan $1,001 Sipani, Dhanraj and Kalpana $1,101
Shah, Bharat and Milan $1.001 Sipani, Sanjana Dhanraj $1,001

Shah, Bharat and Minal $1.,001

U Mafavirswami and Parshvanath Bharami

Jain, Mznoj and Sonali $10,001 Sipani, Bhanrg] and Kalpana $10,001

Shah, Jiten and Niru $26,001

- .Lﬂwaruwf

Ajmera, Ravi and Reema $1,001 Shah, Pravin and Veena $1,001
Dosi, Mahendra and Urmila $1,001 Gala, Umesh and Soni $1,001
Gupta, Atul and Rashmi $1,001 lyer, Uma $1,001
Jain, Anurag and Priti $1,001 Jain, Niranjan and Kanta $1.001
Jain, Vinod and Reshma $1,001 Shah, Ashok and Indirg $1,001
Kothari, Vijay and Nilima $1,0601 Sheth, Qjas and Dipii $1,001




QOur Dreams Come Syue

by Shirish Gandhi, Member JSGA and Contractor of JSGA Temple

As is customary for such projects, there were a lot of changes from the initial design concept.
However there was something clearly different for this project. Usually, because of escalating

costs and budget constraints, project scope generally gets pared down. In case of our community,

our ambitions and design kept getting bolder and bolder.

The road to the realization of our community’s dreams has
been a long one and yet it seems only yesterday that JISGA
bought a nearly four acre site in historic district in a quite
small city of Norcross, within a stone’s throw from some of
Atlanta’s most busy thoroughfares.

The initial healthy debate brought in a consensus around
the Jain Center of over 14,400 square feet, two-level facility
and was built in year 2000 for under a million dollars. This
provided a focal point for this vibrant community’s many
activitics and is serving our interests very well. Newport
Design Group was selected as our architect for the temple
project and Tony Patel was the natural choice as his creativity
and design acumen had served our interests well on the
original Jain Center project.

The initial temple project started with as-built survey of existing
site on which Tony prepared the initial layout and design. A
team of professionals then went to work on the details. MEP
designed the mechanical, electrical and plumbing facilities.
Structural engineers designed a steel frame with concrete
block and concrete wall exterior. Civil engineer developed
the site design, parking lot, storm drainage, water, sewer and
landscaping. The approval process took much longer than
anticipated as city has quite a rigorous review process winding
through various departments and agencies. There was also an
approval required from the Architectural review board of the
city as well as a height variance appeal to the zoning board
for change from the customary 45" height limitation to the 70
height approval needed for the main shikhar.

As is customary for such projects, there were a lot of
changes from the initial design concept. However there was
something clearly different for this project. Usually, because
of escalating costs and budget constraints, project scope
generally gets pared down. In case of our community, our
ambitions and design kept getting bolder and bolder.

The community wanted a shikharbandhi temple for which
the weight of the marble shikhar came in at 150 tons. This
revision nearly doubled our structural steel cost and impacted
a lot of the design decisions.

One of the toughest choices for the exccutive committee was
the selection of marble material for the external cladding. This
choice took more than three trips 1o Makarana, Rajasthan by
our teamn and President Deepak Shah and Vice-President Anit
Shah. We along with the executive committee have spent
more time on this one issue than any other choices that have
been made on this project. Finally we settled on *1.5” white
Makarana marble, a number that indicates quality and clarity
of the marble. Number one is usually reserved for idols only
and costs approximately three times as much and cannot be
had in sufficient quantities. Marble was carved in India and
brought to USA at Charleston, NC port in containers from
where it was railed and then trucked to the site.

We also agonized a lot over the marble shikhar. The issue was
to compare the cost vs. the benefit, visibility versus appearance,
marble as compared to other materials such as limestone or
sandstone, gfrg (glass fiber reinforced gypsumy) etc. Finally the
executive committee decided on marble for the main shikhar
and fiberglass for the four other domes.

We have added the Rangmandap interior dome that has come
out beautifully and is made right here in USA out of gfrg
material. We have added several decorative ceiling panels,
also out of gfrg throughout the temple. We have added German
silver pancled doors with carved Jain motifs. We have also
added a bold medallion design under the Rangmandap in the
marble floor on the main level.

The temple has many specific areas for pooja room, chandan
room, bhomati for 24 tirthankars, dheris for dev-devis and
gandhar, Digamber and Swetamber 1dols as well as a Dhyan
room for meditation. The building is fully sprinklered and has
sprayed-on fireproofing. The building also has security alarm
and fire alarm as well as a wonderful audio/video system for
viewing from several points in the building.

This project to me represents an excellent example of what a
community can collectively achicve. We have been extremely
fortunate to have played a small part in making this dream
come true and wilt be eternally gratelul to the community for
giving us this opportunity.
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Entertainment Committee

Lead: Rajashri Doshi

Others:
Meeta Parikh
Zarna Dhruy
Jaimini Shah

Participants:

Ayushi Ajmera
Esha Ajmera
Dhara Bhalani
Mitesh Bhalani
Neel Bhalani
Krina Bhavsar
Mabhin Bhavsar
Mansi Bhimani
Aneri Desat
Yogesh Dhruv
Zarna Dhruv
Dulari Doshi
Rajshree Doshi
Nihar Gandhi
Saachi Gandhi
Falguni Gosarani
Karan Gosrani
Rashmi Qupta
Kabir Jain
Mchak Jain
Pari Jain

Priti Jain
Samir Jain
Virbala Jain
Jagruti Kamdar
Karishma Kamdar

e R

Kavita Kochar
Kunal Kochar
Arya Kothari

Jeet Kothari
Sneha Kuruganty
Namh Lahade
Oum Lahade
Hemlataben Jitendra Makda
Ansh Malbari
Bindu Malbari
Jiva Malbari
Parita Malbart
Pratiksha Malbari
Rashmi Malbari
Hansinee Mayani
Rifka Mayani
Harshil Mehta
Jay Mehia

LLabdhi Mehta
Meena Mcehta
Nita Mehta
Simran Modi
Suraj Modi
Hailey Mody
Purnima Parekh
Meeta Parikh
Rikin Parikh
Roma Parikh
Chandani Patel
Neha Patel

Suraj Peramanu
Siddharth Sanghavi
Jinal Mukesh Sanghvi
Yashi Sanghvi
Aayush Shah

Ami Shah

Amit Shah

Event Coordinator: Manish A. Shah

Aniket Shah
Anjanaben Bharat Shah
Ansh Shah

Anya Shah

Arun Shah

Avani Shah

Bharti Shah

Bhaumi Shah

Bhavini Shah

Bijoy Shah

Brijal Shah

Brinda Shah

Chirag Shah

Deepa Shah

Eshan Shah

Hetal Shah

Jaimini Shah

Jainam Shah

Jinal Shah

Kalaben Arun Shah
Kalpnaben Bipin Shah
Kavitaben Bharat Shah
Kiranben Rajendra Shah
Kokilaben Shah
Krishna Shah

Lisa Shah

Madhu Shah

Manali Shah

Maya Shah

Minal Shah

Monika Shah

Naman Shah

Niyomi Shah

Pakhi Shah

Palak Shah

Pratham Shah

Prisha Shah




Entertainment Committee

Continued

Rajulben Sunil Shah
Reshma Nilesh Shah
Ria Shah

Rishi Shah

Sakhi Shah
Sampurna Shah
Sapna Shah

Shaili Shah
Shreya Shah
Shruti Shah

Siddhi Shah

Simi Shah

Smita Rajesh Shah
Smruti Shah
Sonali Shah

Tejas Shah

Tina Shah

Viraj Shah

Vishva Shah

Mona Shah-Patel
Arya Sheth

Chini Sheth
Chintan Sheth
Nina Sheth

Rehna Sheth
Rushabh Sheth
Prakash Singhi
Priti Tatiya

Neetu Trivedi

Snehaben Abhay Vakharwala

Parade Volunteers
Lead: Sudhakar Lahade
Other Lead: Anup Shah
Volunteers:

Rahul Chhajed

Jawahar Doshi
Ketan Dpshi
Ketan Doshi
Bhavesh Gandhi
Keyur Itchhaporia
Manoj Jain
Kavita Kochar
Kunal Kochar
Viral Kochar
Kuntal Parikh
Parag Parikh
Chirag Sanghavi
Jayant Savla
Kenjal Savla
Ankur Shah
Anup Shah
Arun Shah
Ashvin Shah
Bhavesh Shah
Bimal Shah
Dimple Shah
Jainam Shah
Jiten Shah
Kalpesh Shah
Krutin Shah
Nirav Shah
Parag Parikh
Raj Shah
Rajeev Shah
Rajni Shah
Sameer Shah
Sandip Shah
Sanjay Shah
Sapan Shah
Shetul Shah
Tina Shah
Siddharth Shah

Viral Shahnu Sheth

Dhanraj Sipani

Food Committee

Lead: Ramila Lodava

Other Lead: Rajul Mehta
Volunteers:

Bhaskar Shah
Anita Bhalani
Dakshesh Bhalani
Kamlesh Bhalani
Raksha Bhalani
Jitubhai Gharod
Archana Jain
Anju Kapadia
Bharat Kapadia
Sapan Kapadia
Nikita Kothari
Ramilz Lodaya
Chetna Malbari
Kirit Malbari
Priya Malbari
Rohit Malbari
Rajula Mehta
Sunil Mehta
Anish Momaya
Hetal Momaya
Sanjay Momaya
Smita Palavia
Nilesh Parekh
Jayshri Patel
Nirav Patel
Kumud Rambhia
Amita Sanghvi
Chirag Sanghvi
Daivesh Sanghvi
Anita Shah
Falguni Shah
Himanshi Shah
Jayshree Shah
Ketan Shah
Krupa Shah
Malti Shah
Mehul Shah
Sandeep Shah
Sanjay Shah
Sheetal Shah




Siddharth Shah

Smita Shah

Varsha Shah

Abhay Vakharwala
Decoration Committee
Lead: Saroj Bhavsar
Volunteers:

Nikita Kuruganty

Chetna Malbari

Smita Palavia

Harsha Ramesh Shah

Madhu Shah

Manju Shah

Jyoti Zaveri

Audio / Video Sound
Lead: Indravadan Shah
Other: Manish A. Shah
Facility / Hall Management
Lead: Bipin Shah

Other: General Volunteers
Hotel Arrangements
Lead: Arun Shah

Other: Babulal Shah
Medical

Lead: Dr. Harshad Shah

Others:

Dr. Dimple Shah

Dr. Kirti Shah

Snehal Patel

Offsite Parking
Lead: Rajesh Gosrani
Other: General Volunteers
Public Relations
Lead: Viren Mayani
Volunteers:

Jayesh Gandhi

Ketan Shah

Sanjay Shah

Tina Shah

Nina Sheth
Registration

Lead: Jayesh Gandhi
Other: Varsha Shah
Volunteers:

Religious Committee
Lead: Sampurna Shah
Others:

Jyotiben Dineshbhai Shah
Kalaben Shah
Kalpanaben Shah

Madhuben Shah
Niruben Shah

Security Arrangements
Lead: Subhash Shah

Others: General Volunteers
Souvenir

Lead: Anil Shah

Others:

Manhar Parekh
Rajesh Shah
Raju Shah

Website / Webcam
Lead: Snehal Trivedi
Other; Dhruv Shah
List of General Volunteers

Sima Adlakha
Anita Bhalani
Dakshesh Bhalani
Dhara Bhalani
Kamilesh Bhalani
Mitesh Bhalani
Neel Bhalani
Raksha Bhalani
Dhruv Bhavsar
Indravadan Bhavsar
Krina Bhavsar
Saroj Bhavsar
Rahul Chhajed
Aneri Desai
Yogesh Dhruv
Zarna Dhruy
Dulari Doshi
Jawahar Doshi




List of General Volunteers

Continued

Ketan Doshi
Rajshree Doshi
Jayshree Gala
Bhavesh Gandhi
Jayesh Gandhi
Chhaya Gandhi
Rajesh Gosrani
Keyur Itchhaporia
Rina Itchhaporia
Manoj Jain

Pari Jain

Sapna Jain
Sudhakar Lahade
Ramila Lodaya
Parita Malbari
Viren Mayani
Harshad Mehta
Hailey Modi
Kuntal Parikh
Rikin Parikh
Roma Parikh
Amita Sanghavi
Chirag Sanghavi
Daivesh Sanghavi
Jayant Savla
Yenjal Savla
Anup Shah
Arun Shah
Ashwin Shah
Bhabubhai Shah
Bhavesh Shah
Bimal Shah
Bipin Shah
Brijal Shah
Chirag Shah
Dimple Shah
Dipesh Shah
Hemen Shah
Jaimini Shah

Jainam Shah
Jayesh Shah
Jiten Shah
Jyoti Shah
Jyotin Shah
Jyotindra Shah
Kala Shah
Kalpna Shah
Ketan Shah
Kirti Shah
Krishna Shah
Krupa Shah
Krutin Shah
Madhu Shah
Manish A. Shah
Meha Shah
Minal Shah
Nima Shah
Nirav Shah
Niru Shah

Raj Shah
Rajeev Shah
Rajendra Shah
Rajesh Shah
Rajni Shah
Rakesh Shah
Sameer Shah
Sampurna Shah
Sanjay I. Shah
Sanjay S. Shah
Sapan Shah
Satish Shah
Shetut Shah
Sidhi Shah
Simi Shah
Smita Shah
Subhash Shah
Tina Shah
Trupti Shah
Usha Shah
Varsha Shah
Viral Shah

Anu Sheth

Chini Sheth
Kalpesh Sheth
Nina Sheth
Dhanraj Sipani
Kalpana Sipani
Neetu Trivedi
Snehal Trivedi
Abhay Vakharwala
Popat Vira

Message from JSGA
Executive Committee

We sincerely thank all volunteers
who helped us in this auspicious
cvent. We received the volunteers
list from the lead person. We
apologize in advance if we missed
any individual name and please
accept our Mitchhami Dukaddam.

Thank you.
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by Narendra Nandu

Shri Kumbh Sthapana Puja: According to our rich
Indian tradition, we put a Kumbh in 2 new place such as
a new shop or a new house before we move in. Puiting a
Kumbh signifies an auspicious beginning, It ts symbolic for
good luck. There is an Indian belief that a couple or a person
who puts the Kumbh in a new place (before its use) will
be blessed with good luck through his/her own self-efforts.
Similarly, according to our scripture, we begin our Pratishta
Mazhotsav by placing the auspicious Kumbh reciting the
Namokar Maha Mantra, Uvasaggaharam and Moti Shanti
and having a continuous flow (akhand dhara) from the
Kumbh by a couple. This is an auspicious ritual and brings
inner as well as eternal peace.

Shri Akhand Dipak Sthapana Puja: According to our
scripture, we should install Akhand Dipak (continuous
light from a candle bke flame} for the most auspicious
Pratistha Mahotsav event, This is performed next to the
right of the Kumbh. It is believed that the place wherc
the Akhand Dipak is installed will be free of any external
disturbances (updrav). At this place, the heavenly beings
with right perception (Samyak Darshan} are present to
guard. Dipak 1s a symbol of inner peace and awakens our
pure consciousness. It represents the brightness of right
knowledge (Samyak Gnana) and removes the darkness of
our ignorance.

Shri Jwara Ropan: Auspicious aspiration, happiness and
peace are qualities that are wished to every living being
in the universe. In this auspicious ritual, four or morc
unmartied girls (Kunwari Kanya) mix the rich {arm clay
and grains in a clay utensil and then gently pour pure
water 1n the mixture. This 1s like a process of sowing good
seeds that will grow into a very green and healthy plant.
Stmilarly, during this auspicious ritual, it is prayed that
our Sangh will grow spintually stronger to represent the
teachings of Bhagwan Mahavir,

Shri Nav Grah Patla-Paojan: As we are devotees of

the Veetrag Bhagwan, nine planets among others are also
devotees of him. They are very powerful. As we invite
other Sanghs to our Pratistha Mahotsav, we invite these
ning planets (Nav Graha} to our Pratishta Mahotsav
by performing certain rituals in accordance with our
scripture, Ashtaprakari Puja is performed by reciting
appropriate Mantras for all of the planets. We pray for
peace, contentment, growth and protection of our entire
Sangh {Community). Using colion rosary (mala}), with
unique colors for each planet, the auspicious Mantras are
recited. This ritual is believed to at least spiritually benefit
the families who are participating with the right aspiration
and affects others positively.

Shri Dush Dikpal Patla-Poojan: In this auspicious ritual,
we invite Dush Dikpal (protectors of the ten different
directions: east, west, north, south, northeast, northwest,
southecast, southwest, sky (aakash) and below the earth
(pataal))} as we invite the ninc planets to our Pratistha
Mahotsav by performing certain rituals in accordance with
our scripiure. We also perform their Ashtaprakari Puja.
Because of the presence of powerful heavenly beings, our
Pratishta Mahotsav will be celebrated auspiciouslty without
any disturbance. We also pray to these heavenly beings
help in maintaining and enhancing the peace, conteniment,
growth and protection of cur Sangh {Community}.

Shri Ashta Mangal Patla-Poojan: After the birth of
a Tirthankar, Indra Maharaja (King of heavenly beings)
takes him to the Meru Parvat (Mount Meru) and performs
the Abhishek Puja. Then the Indra Maharaja makes Ashta
Mangal, which arc eight auspicious sacred symbols listed
helow:

1. Four-armed cross (Swastika, known as Sathiya)
2. A rhomboid mark {Shrivatsa)

. Nine pointed diagram (Nandyavart)

. Powder flask (Vardhamanak)

. Full vase (Kalash)

Lh s



6. Royal throne (Bhadrasan)
7. A pair of fish (Minyugul)
8. Mirror (Darpan)

The symbols are made using rice made out of gold or silver.
After this, Indra Maharaja brings this Astha Mangal in a
grand procession towards the Tirthankar. Darshan of the
Astha Mangal is auspicious and earns good karma (Punya)
and attracts positive energy. In this auspicious ritual of Astha
Mangal Patla-Poojan, Asthaprakari Puja is performed.

Ashtamangal {The eight auspicious sacred symbols hold
deep spiritual significance for Jains):

1. Swastika: symbolizes four destinies,

a. Human beings

b. Heavenly beings

c¢. Hellish beings

d. Tiryanchs (rest of the living beings)

The root of the Swastika is SU + US; SU means benefit and
US means existence. So it also represents glory, prosperity,
progress and success.

2. Shrivatsa: Symbolizes the endless cycle of re-birth,

3. Nandyavart: This is a big Swastika with nine corners.
It indicates treasure of nine kinds of material, physical,
mental and spiritual

4. Vardhamanak: Vardhaman means to increase.
Vardhamanak symbolizes increase in wealth, health and
most importantly, spiritual progress.

5. Kalash: Symbolives all spiritual wealth. It symbolizes
completeness of knowledge. Its mouth represents eternity,
the throat-losing old mode and the base represents
occupying new mode.

6. Bhadrasan: Also called Sinhasan, meaning throne. [f is
auspicious because it is sanctified by the feet of Lord Jina.
7. Minyugal: Symbolize beings rescued from the ocean of
misery of earthly existence.

8. Darpan: Symbolizes true self. True self is our own soul.

Adhar (Eighteen) Abhishek Puja (Eighteen oblations
for purity): The direct translation of Abhishek is
“coronation”, Abhishek signifies the cleansing of the
mind and body as a way to begin Puja. Abhishek Puja
is performed for the purification of altar, Pratimajis and
participants. The process involves using cighteen different
substances (containing different kinds of pure water, herbs
and some special substances) while reciting the auspicious
aphonisms and Mantras, It involves cleaning of the altar
by sprinkling the water, which has undergone auspicious
Mantras, in all directions and cleaning of the Pratimajis.
Several kalashes (pots} of this auspicious water are used

for the bathing of the Pratimajis while participants recite
Mantras and auspicious aphorisms.

Bathing and purifying can be done with using ordinary
water, but it 1s miraculously effective when done by the
auspicious water. Abhishek is commenced by pouring a
stream of the water at the masthak (head) of the Pratima;i
and the participants pray wholeheartedly saying that way
the water flows downwards is the way they want their
karmas (wrong-doings) to be washed off. There should be
a continucus flow of water until the Abhishek is completed
and purification has taken place.

It has been said that Abhishek has such powers that many
diseases are washed off. ShripalRaja and 700 lepers were
cured from leprosy when they bathed in the auspicious
water and had performed Abhishek.

This is the rclevance of Abhishek Puja, an auspicious
and beneficial ritual performed compulsorily during the
Pratistha of Pratimajis in a temple.

Shri Laghu Nandavarta Poojan: The word Nandavarta is
derived from the two words “Nandi” and “Avarta™. Nandi
means knowledge; one prakirnak sutra called Nandi Sutra
contains a detailed description of knowledge mentioned in
Jainism. Avarta means circles. Our souls are covered with
futile karmic bondages of knowledge. We are offering this
Poojan with sysiematic approach to remove them. Shree
Nandavarta is a bigger form of our common Swastika or
Sathiyo. Its four open directions show us the four Gatis. By
offering Pujas and performing Poojan of varicus auspicious
elements present in the Yantra, we request them to provide
us Samyag Gyan, Darsha and Charitra so that we can attain
Moksha. Knowledge is the prominent subject at the time
ol Desna (Vitraag Vaani- discourse} in Samovsaran. 1t s
connected with Gyananatishaya of Tirthankars and this is
an exclusive quality and property of Tirthankars. There is
a Puja of the 291 Samyagdrasti gods and goddesses who
are invited at the Pratistha.

There are 15 circies overlapping each other in Nandavarta
Yantra. The Poojan is done on the Yantra of Nandavarta.
There is one large Mandal formatied with uncooked rice.
The image of the presiding Tirthankar, which will be
established tater on the Jinalaya, is established in the Center
part of the Mandal. Furthermore, all other images of the
Tirthankars that will be established in Jinalaya are kept by
calling their names, with due respect and proper offering
of the Puja with Vasskhepa, Chandan {Sandalwood) and
flowers. This is followed by Puja and Poojan of Kshetrapal,
Isan Indra, Sakrendra on the left hand side of the Mandal.
Proceeding further in Poojan, Pujas are offercd to Goddess



Saraswati, Shantidev and footsteps of two preceptors
{Charan-paduka) on the right hand side of Mandal. These
two preceptors are Padliptasuri and Vardhmansuri Maharaj
Sahebs-compilers of this worship.

All the Pujas in Nandavarta are carried out by offering
Vasskepa, Chandan-Saffron and with flowers. The Poojan
ts performed in the following sequence:

1. Al eight auspicious elements starting from Arihant Lo
Samyag Chariira

2. Ali 24 mothers of 24 Tirthankars

3. 16 Goddesses of Knowledge. They look after the
followers of Arihant Bhagwan.

4. Ninc Lokantik Gods who are destined to salvation in
the next birth,

5. 64 Indras, who are profusely mentioned in Snatra Puja,
arc being offered Puja which is then offered to the 64
gueens of Indras,

6. 24 yaksha of 24 Tirthankars are offered Pujas.

7. 24 yakshini arc offered Pujas.

8. 10 Dikpals. They are the saviors of 10 different
directions.

9. 9 planets.

10. All the heavenly gods are remembered on this pious
occasion and honored with Pujas,

11. Then comes 12 parshadas (courtyards) of Samosaran,
(Palatial creation where Tirthankars sit on golden and
jeweled throne and give discourses).

12. Dwarpal (Doorkeeper) of 1st (Gadha (Castle) of
Samosaran.

13. Dwarpal of 2nd Gadha (Castle).

14. Dwarpal of 3rd Gadha (Castle).

15. Atterwards flowers mixed with rice are showered upon
all Mantrik letters.

16. Then a Yantra has to be wrapped in red cloth and kept
aside, next o Kumbha Sthapna,

I7. Aarti of 108 lamps, Mangal Deevo and Shantikalash
tollow this procedure.

18. Then all the gods and goddesses who were invited
to protect the rights and rituals of this Poojan are being
thanked and requested with honor and chanting of Visarjan
(withdrawing) Mantra 10 retwrn to their respective places.

19. Then Chaityavandan and forgiveness prayer [or any
mistakes occur during reciting any Mantra and offering Pujas.

Shri Bhagwati Mandal Poojan: This particular Poojan is
tor the guardian gods and goddesses who will be welcomed
during the Pratishta in the Jinalay. Firstly, the Snatra Puja
has to be performed. Then the gods will be placed on the
right hand side of the Mandal while the goddesses will
be placed on the left hand side of the Mandal. The Vidhi
(Ritual) for the Poojan takes place after this.

The land on which the Poojan is going to be held is purified
with the chanting of the mauntra of Panch Parmeshti (five
venerable souls) and then the mantra of Bhagwati deviis
recited. The body is then purified and protected through
the recitation of Atmaraksha mantra.

A triangular Kund is being prepared with raw bricks on
the right side of Bhagwati Mandal Yantra. The fire is then
produced with woods. When the recitation of the Mantra
of the gods and goddesses are chanted for their Pogjan,
a mixture of Ghee, Sugar and Googad is poured into the
Kund with a spoon made from Cisam.

The Yantra is placed in front of thc Mandal. Poojan of
Kshetrapal 1s performed in the beginning and the Poojan of
Yantra follows it according to the sequence, in the middle
of Mandal. Chanting of the mantras for the 183 gods and
goddesses continue according to their sequence in the Yantra
and Mandal, by pouring the mixture that is prepared earlier
in the Kund. 52 Veer and 64 Yoginism as well as 9 planets
{NavGrah) and Dus Dikpal (Protectors of the ten difterent
directions), are also honored in this Poojan,

Pratishta (Ceremonial Installation) Vidhi: This spiritual
process involves cementing Pratimaji on its platform
(Gadi). There will be the same number of the metal
sticks under the Gadi as the participating families, Each
participating family will remove one strip and cement that
particular place where the metal strip is removed. Then
they will move back to allow other participants to do
the same. Betore and duning this process, the auspicious
Mantras are recited.

Shikhar Kalash Sthapan & Shikhar Dhvaja Sthapan:
Shikhar 1s a pyramid-shaped dome placed on the top of the
teraple, above the Mul Nayak and other main Pratimajis.
Shikhar signifies the house of Veetrag Bhagwan who
has expounded the path of cverlasting happiness for the
benefit of ajl living beings. The everlasting happiness,
Moksha, 1s attained only through the combination of
the right knowledge, the right perception and the right
conduct. [t signifies that non-violence is the supreme
religion. [t significs the religion that involves self-effort
and [nitatives. [t signifies that every living being is in
control of his/her destiny.

It signifies the religion that appeals to our common sense
and explains everything with proper reason. It is based on
the laws of nature. This is the house of Universal religion,
This is the holiest of holy things, the cause of benevolence,
the house of the supreme religion, and it is wished that
long live the teachings of Veetrag Bhagwan (Jain Shasan)
for the benefit of all living beings.



The placement of Shikhar Kalash signifies the best Mangal.
The best Mangal is to eradicate karma, to free ourselves
from the misery of Samsar (material world); to remove of
the darkness of ignorance, to practice Right Religion and
to practice the path that is beneficial to the Self {(our soul).
This 1s the holiest of holy places. Adhar Abhishek Puja
is performed before the Shikhar Kalash is placed in the
Shikhar. Thus, Shikhar Kalash is like a head of the temple.

Placement of Shikhar Dhvaja significs the kingdom of
our Veetrag Bhagwan who expounded the path of Moksha
for the benefit of all living beings. It is a symbol of the
Jain Shasan- teachings of our Tirthankars. It signifies
the kingdom of non-attachment and non-aversion that
has always existed; it exists now and will exist forever.
If the tcachings of Veetrag Bhagwan are followed, the
darkness of the ignorance will be permanently removed,
the miserable cycle of birth and death will be permanently
ended, the association with the forcign dust of karma will
be completely terminated, and the true qualitics of the souls
will be forever be realized. It symbolizes the everlasting
happiness, Moksha. Adhar Abhishek Puja is performed
before the Shikhar Dhvaja is placed on the Shikhar.

On seeing Shikhar and/or its Dhvaja, one knows 1t is the
most auspicious place, the Jain Temple. He/she pays his/her
respect 10 Vectrag Bhagwan by saying “Namo Jinanam”
and gets an 1spiration to visit the Jain temple.

Shri Bruhad ShantiSnatra Poojan (Special oblatjon for
universal peace): ShantiSnatra Poojan has been regarded
as the most auspictous and bencficial Poojan. It is usually
organized on the fast day of any minor or major ceremony
{i.e-to conclude the Pratishta Mahotsav). On this occasion,
oblations are performed to the image of the Lord 108 times
with absolute devotion. During this Poojan, Shr1 Bruhad
Shanti consisting of 108 aphorisms 1s recited involving
unique ritual process. Moreover, worship is offered to the
Lord with special and auspicious articles. As a beginning
holy light is instalicd- Akhand Dipak; worship is offered
to the nine grahas (planets} - Nav Grah Poojan; and to
other divinities- Dush Dikpal Poojan and Ashta Mangal
Poojan. On this occasion, 108 Sanskrit shlokas are chanted
while prakshal and Ashtaprakan Puja are performed 108
times to the Pratimaji. At this time this great wish was
expressed: May felicity, bliss cheerfuiness and holiness
prevail everywhere. This Poojan is performed for the well
being of entire Sangh, for its spiritual growth, for its inner
happiness and peace, to calm down the outside disturbances
and for curing uncontrollable diseases. After 108 Abhishek
has been performed for the Pratimaji, Arati of 108 Deceva,
Mangai Deevo, Shanti Kalash and Chaityavandan are
performed. After the conclusion of this Poojan, the temple
is sprinkled with the holy water {Naman). In addition, cach

member of the Sangh takes this water to his/her residence
and sprinkles it arcund for the inner and external peace.

Temple Dwar Opening (Inauguration), First Darshan
& Puja: This is a significant and auspicious event after the
Pratishta of Gabhara Pratimajis. After we have Pran Pratishthit
(Living) Veetrag Bhagwan m our Temple; (a} to open the Dwar
(door) of the temple for the first time, (b} to be the first one to
do Darshan of {sce) Veetrag Bhagwan and (¢} to be the first
one to do Puja are the most auspicious things to do. These are
the rare opportunities- only a few individuals with good karma
(punya} can have duning their lifetime.

Shri Sattar Bhedi Puja: It is necessary to perform
this Puja after the Anjan Shalaka Mahotsav or Pratishta
Mahotsav to ask for forgiveness if any mistakes have been
encountered while performing any of the rituals during the
Mahotsav. This is always performed on the iast day of the
Mahotsav.

Rathyatra of Tirthankar Pratimas (Bhagwan no
Varghodo) - The holy Chariot procession: Rathyatra
means taking the resplendent image of the Lord in a
procession, in a chariot along the main reads of the city
or town so that all people might have a darshan of the
Bhagwan’s radiant face. The Rathyatra 1s accompanied by
a band (of musicians and players on various instruments}
and by thousands of devotees, and by the fourfold society
of Jains. It is a procession of sublime radiance. It is called
in speken diaiect Varghoda, but its actual name 1s Rathyatra
or Chartyayatra. Chaityayatra means having a darshan and
worshipping the Chailyas or temples in the City.

Marriage Ceremony and Coronation Event: A marriage
cercmony isaworldlyaffairandnothingtodowiththereligio-
spiritual endeavor. But just like every event of Tirthankar
to be celebrated in a grand manner, even the marriage
ceremony of the Lord may ignite the light of detachment
in the heart of the aspirant. Amidst all the grandeur and
joytul atmosphere, the Lord remains mndifterent. Just to
pass the Mohaniya Karma and 1t’s binding, he participates
in all of the functions and tformalities, but inwardly he 15
awakened and he remains as a witness towards everything
where ceremonial procedures take place as per traditional
Indian approach. Lord becomes a King. In his Royal Court
jubilant celebration of singing, dancing magic, dramas,
etc.. takes place. After the nine Devas (known as Lokantika
who are from Brahm devloka and will attain moksha in the
next birth) request him to start his spiritual journey with
the distribution of wealth, moncy and material things to
the needy. This goes on throughout the year. Every day he
gives away one crore and eight lakh {len million and eight
hundred thousand) gold coins (o the needy.



FORTUNLE AND SFLF EXERTION - ARE THLY TWO OR ONE?

Aman sitling in his room was enjoying the cool air reaching
him from the running {an. Suddenly the flow of current
went off. He was annoyed with this. Nothing scemed to be
speeial here, But when he blamed the clectricity for it, his
son was surprised. His son asked, when the fan has stopped
to move why do You get mad on the electricity which
Is not even visible to you. To this the father discloscs a
reality. He says, “the fan is a mere tool in the visible world
but the culprit is always in the subtle world. The current
rotates the fan. It ltes in the subtle world and manifests in
the gross. The electric flow stopped and thus the fan.”

This is not only applicable in the physical world but is the
same In our abstract world too. In our life there is something
visible and physical. The visibility and physicality 1s closely
related. Beyond this physical realm is a world which is
subtie, abstract and spiritual, Man dwells in these two. Man
walks on two legs. Of the two legs one is physical and the
other is spiritual realm. One without any one of these legs
encounters problems and need artificial tools. When our
life walks on the two legs of physical and spiritual, it is a
balanced walk. Now a question arises, do we watk on two
legs? Of course I am not talking about the bodily legs but
the legs of our life. We focus more on the physical, material,
visible world but the world of spirituality stays in oblivion.

How could we deal with the abstract? How could we
understand the unseen? What is that invisible which
governs our world? Who creates this invisible world as 11
1s now? Who can tap into this power and mold it or change
it? and more questions ponder as soon as we open the doors
of abstract world. The five governing factors are:

Time - every seedling fruits with time. We need time to
grow, to ripe. It is a saying, “time will make 1t happen™.
Tume controls many changes in this world.

Nature- as is the sced so shall be the fruit. the mango seed
gives mango fruits and not apples. Matter cannot transform
into having power of cognition. Nature governs the non
indulgence of the one into the other.

Karma — the karmic particles which we bind by our action
and further gives 1ts result.

Purushartha -- sclf exertion. The effort vou make so shall
you reccive. You can’t expect your stomach te be filled
without You moving your hands. Work and enjoy.

Niyati - fate. This is the universal law. There arc certain
things governed by the universal law. Man dies, he can
never quit death. It is universal law.

Thus wec see that, universe 1s governed by different
faculties. Here [ am trying to deal with one problem where
the role of self is significant. Usually there is a mention
about a cycle, The ¢ffort we do, so shall be our karma. As
is our karna so shall be our fortune. Thus the fortune is end
product of karma, and karma is an end product of effort.
But 1s this statement rightly understood? To what extent
this statement is true? What is the difference between
Fortune and self exertion. Are they two sides of a single
coin or there is big differcnce in them?

Let’s talk about the fortune (understocod, it is the good
fortune)- The Jain philosophy has alistofeightkarmas.. The
four ghati karma are both the auspicious and inauspicious.
The other four are merely sinful.

Auspicious karma- the good karma are:

Nama karma
Gotra Karma
Vedaniya Karma
Ayushya Karma

=

These are the four fortune renders.

1. Nama Karma - we have heard the storigs of men being
famous just for nothing. there was a man who got famous
{or having kilied nine in one attempt. When he was famous,
a child asked an innocent but relevant question, “what
nine did he kill?” He had killed nine flies in one aitempt.
It doesn’t take much to have fame and name in life . We
say it is his Good fortune. Some might work hard but yet
lack the good fortune. He miught not get applauded and
commanded for his endeavor. What makes the difference
is once nama karma. The king never goes for war. But the
credit of winning the war is crowned on the king. The big



role this nama karma plays, brings some nto lime light and
the rest stays in dark. Many inventions in this world stays
stacked up in the files, as no one could really understand the
depth of the research. Few in this world are credited for their
hard work. Here the game is played by the Good Nama karma.
Good name and fame is the first criteria of Good fortune.

2. Gotra Karma - Gotra karma brings in good status. One
has a princely or royal birth. There is usual human notion
that fortunate are those who are born in the royal family.
This fortune is because of Gotra karma. The royal birth is
a great privilege, and brings him dignity. He does not work
for it literally. He has it. This family or community 1s the
second criteria of Good fortune.

3. The third karma is Vedaniya karma - this good
vedaniya brings in pleasurable fecling. The word happiness
is totally defined based on the physical pleasures. You are
born in US with all the facilitics of AC, comfort, Robot
to cook and clean and more. All comfort and luxury is
credited to the Auspicious Vedaniya karma. One has a
healthy body, this is again a gift of Vedaniva karma, Well
this is the third criteria of good fortune too.

4. The fourth criteria of Good fortune is longevity of age.
The age rendering karma is one who decides your age. All
want to live, no one wants to die. One aspires for a long
age. This is bestowed by the Age rendering karma. The
God of death asked a newly dead millionaire, What would
You ask for, if a wish is granted to You? He said, ‘My
wish would be, I could breathe for a longer time.” Craving
for life stayed with the Millionaire even after death. Well
though name, money, and health are of prime concern, age
is no less desired for.

The Good name, Good family status, Good health and comfort

and finally a long age, these are the basic four fortunes for us.
All these are related with our four Aghati karma.

Fortune

Here usually people come to a conclusion, “Though our
effort doesn’t count in our life majorly our fortune (good
karma) govern us, but ultimately the karmas are the end
products of our efforts. Hence the fortune and cffort is all
one.” They are usually messed up as one but are two. Here
we dwell a misconception. To get rid of this error, lets ana-
tyze effort.

The purushartha is related with our Antaraya karma. Anta-
raya karma is the karma concerned with energy. The more
our antaraya karma is depleted, so intense shall be our
diligence and hard work. The effort demands cnergy, and
energy flows with the depleting of the antaraya karma, The
antaraya karma is like the waste product stuck up in a pipe
hampering the flow of the content in the pipe. [t obstructs
the cnergy like the cloud obstructs the energy from the
sun. As the clouds are discarded away or are made thinner,
the sun energy reaches more profoundly.

This is also seen in our lives, man may be lcss fortunate
but hard work brings in success for him, on the contrary
a man with good fortune does not go farther in life for
the lack of hard work. Many great men started from the
scratch and became president or scientist or millionaire.
They were not born with a silver spoon. The invention of
light was after 999 failures. The effort one keeps doing
opened the doors of success. The karma working behind
this is Antaraya karma. The less intense it 1s, the more hard
working the person shall be.

Thus the fortune and self ¢xertion are two different games
with two different regulation and controllers. One is con-
trolled by the good Aghati karma while the other 1s promi-
nently governed by the Antaraya karma. The first is a game
of rendering physical and abstract achievements. Whilc the
other opens the doors of self exertion and hard work. It ac-
centuates “work is worship™. The prior is a fruit of past while
the later is the fruit of present in the present or luture.

Self Effort

Fruition of Aghati - Auspicious Karma

A State of Fruition
.

Renders physical and abstract results
{name, fame, status, health, pleasure and longevity}

One enjoys the result of past good karmas

Depletion of Antaraya Karma.
It is one of the Ghati Karma

A state of Kshayopasham or Kshaya (partial depletion or
compiete deleted state) of Antaraya Karma

Opens Doors to Self Effort, Diligence

Accumulates good or bad karmas (good or bad fortune} |
hased on the action being good or bad



different roles.
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The next prominent question arises as to how do we make
our fortune. There are many astrologers who authoritatively
claim to change one’s fortune but it is oneself who can
mold and mend it. The simple three tips goes as follows:

Restraint of Mind, Body and Speech

Restraint of mind:

Purity of mind — think good. Good thinking is a big
ocean which encompasses posttive thinking, thinking of
wellbeing for all, and more. Mind 1s a complex entity.
Man is engulfed with the compilexities of world with the
help of compliex mind. It is requisite, simple thinking is
healthy thinking. If you have pure thoughts You imbibe
pure energy on the same token You imbibe good karmas
i.e. fortune. It is like You enjoy the depth of the ocean in
Bahamas, as the water content 1s pure and clear. Pure mind,
stable mind 1s the mirror of joy. This is the basic definition
of healthy mind.

Restrain of speech:

Truth in speech- speak what is, don’t add up from vour
notions and conceptions. This is the underlying principle of
healthy speech. We all love this word health. We only need
1o extend its usage from healthy body to healthy speech
and from healthy speech to healthy mind. You speak good,
You add up friends, when You speak foul you lose them.
The same theory works with our karmas too. Pure specch
pulls in good energy of karma and the impurc speech
throws them off. "Like propels’ is a common valuable
phrase. Good brings good.

Restrain of body:

Keep away from violent action. Let there be no disparity
in action and speech. No flaw of negative emotions added
up to action. This is healthy action. The action must be
kept away from activity. Activity is something which
goes on like a machine. It could be propelled by the other
instigators. But action is full of awareness, self motivated
and without the indulgence of negative emotions.

These simple three tips, healthy mind, healthy speech and
rightecus action brings in good fortune. Thus when the
Energy obsiructing karma becomes powerless, the effort
becomes more intense. When the RIGHTEQOUS effort
becomes intense, we gain good fortunc. The differences
are shown in the above chart. They unite in a simple
relationship. The effort we do is grounded on energy.
Energy is supplied when the energy obstructing karma
13 depleted. With the depleted energy obstructing karma,
man under takes action. With the action, there could be
two possibilities, one good action other is bad action. The
one who decides good action is again one of the ghati

karma i.e. mohaniya karma. The less intense it shall be the
more good the action shall be. This could be understood
trom a story.

There was a man named, John. He has two friends. One is
named ‘Energy hater’ & the other is called ‘Anger’. (the
names are weird but relevant to understand the concept).
When this John went for a picnic. The cnergy hater stopped
him from doing anything. Without moving around in a
picnic spot, You get bored. So was John. The next day,
his other friend Anger accompanied him. He did move
around but anger annoyed him & made him angry. This
day he did made cffort but not with fruitful results as he
broke up with the other people there in the picnic spot.
Being with Anger, he literally had a dispulc with some
people around, bringing home more problems to solve for
the next day. Hc had to appear in the law the next day.
Having all bad experiences he planned to quit both his
friends. Neither Energy Hater nor Anger accompanied
him. This day he moved around, worked in the fields with
the farmers, made friends. He enjoyed the cool brecze of
the farm. Further, because of his good approach, the rich
farmer oftered him a free cottage in the farm whenever
he visited there. Though the story is made intentionally,
it 1s to convey the different role the different karmas play.
When the cnergy obstructing karma is less intense {mild,
not strong) one is very hard working. Added to this when
the Mohaniya karma is less intense, the action turns out
to be good, ultimaiely bringing good fortune. Thus action
needs energy while good action needs the removal of the
negative emotion too. The presence or absence of the
negative emotion decides the goed or bad action & thus
ultimately resulting into good or bad fortune.

Thus there is a relation of Fortune with that of effort but
not directly. To conclude, if You aspire for a good fortune
You need to really work for il without accompanying the
negative emotions. It is not a birthday gift you get, but a
sell made loving Birthday cake, made with the swectness
of pure heart, which You enjoy the most.
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Compiled by: Dr. Mahendra K. Dosi, Alpharetta

The Jain community is divided into two sects Digambara
and Shvetambara. Both the sects have exactly the samc
religious and philosophical beliets and practically the same
mytholegy. The only noticcable ditference in the mythology
of the two sects is regarding the sex of the nineteenth
Tirthankara Mali. The Shvetambaras belicve that Mali was
a wonman. while Digambaras think that Mali was a man.
This difterence of opinion about Mali arises out of the few
differences in the beliefs of the two sects. The Digambaras
think that 1t is not possible for a woman to achieve salvation,
and as all Tithankaras do achicve salvation, the nineteenth
Tirthankara could not have been a woman.

Another difterence between the two sects is that the
Digambaras think that all Jain ascetics should follow
the example of Mahavira and remain nude, while the
Shvetambaras think that the practice of remaining nude
known as JinaKalpa was given up by the great teachers of
the church within a few generations after Mahavira (i.c.
alter Jambu) and they had started wearing white garments,
This practice was known as SthaviraKalpa. According to
the Shvelambaras, the present-day ascetics need tollow
only these great teachers {sthaviras), and it was necessary
to practice the JinaKalpa.

The third point on which the two sects differ is regarding
the food of the kevali {omniscient). The Digambaras
maintain that a kevall does not need any intake of food,
while the Shvctambaras think that they do. The point is
academic, for both the sccts are unanimous that nobody is
going to become a Kevali in the foreseeable future,

Digambaras also deny two of the Shvetambara beliefs
about Mahavira, viz., that Mahavira’s embryo was taken
trom the womb of the Brahman woman Devananda and
transferred Lo the womb of Trishata, and also that Mahavira
had married and had a daughter.

It will be noticed that these and similar other differences
are of a minor nature and do not affect the main tenets of
the religion which were essentially same for both the sects.
The total numbers of points by which the Digambaras
ditfer from the Shvetambaras are eighteen, which arc
listed below.

The Digambaras do not accept the following Shvetambara
beliefs:

1. A kevali needs food. According to the Digambaras, the
omniscient no longer takes any carthly food.

2. A kevali needs to evacuate (nihara).

3. The women can get salvation. In order to get salvation
a woman has according to the Digambaras to be born again
as a marn.

4, The Kshudras can get salvation.

5. A person can get salvation without forsaking clothes.
The Digambaras strictly maintain it necessary to give-up
all belongings including personal clothing to get salvation
6. A house holder can get salvation.

7. The worship of images having clothes and ornaments
is permitted. Images ot Tirthankaras are not decorated at
all by the Digambaras

8. The monks are allowed to possess fourteen (specified}
things.

9. The Tirthankara Mali was a woman.

10. The eleven of the 12 original Angas {(Canonical
works) still exist. The Digambaras believe that no original
canonical text exists now.

11. Bharat Chakravarti attained kevali hood while
living in his palace,

12. A monk may accept food from a Kshudra.

13. The Mahavira’s embryo was transferred from one
womb t¢ another. and Mahavira’s mother had fourteen
auspicious drcams before he was born. The Digambaras
believe that she had actually 16 such dreams.

14. Mahavira had a sickness due to the tejolesya of
Goshala,

15. Mahavira had married and had a daughter. The
Digambaras hold that Lord Mahavira was not married.
16. A cloth offered by the Gods (devadusya) fell on the
shoulders of a Tirthankara,

17. Marudevi went for her salvation riding an
elephant.

18. A monk may accept alms from many houses.

Jain doctrine has been remarkably stable over the centuries
and there has not been any serious change. This stability
is largely due to Umasvati’s Tattvarthasutra, written in
the fourth or fifth century CE, which is accepted by both
branches of Jainism,



Essential daily duties in Shvetambara and Digambara traditions:

Jainism advocates six essential rites to be performed daily by its followers. These are slightly difterent for the house-
holders in Digambara and Shvctambara, but remarkably the same for the monks in the two sects. The Essential Daily

Duties prescribed tn Shvetambara and Digambara traditions are tabulated below:

Six Essential Daily Rites for Housghold in

Digambara Tradition

Six Essential Daily Rites in Svetambara Tradition

Six Essential Daily Rites of Digambara Monks

The six essential duties are prescribed for the Diagmabara
monks and Svetambara monks are same.

Deva-puja Prayer and Worship of the Arhants, the Samayik (Meditation) | To remain calm and undisturbed for
adorables. 48 minutes. To practice equanimity
and try to get rid of impure thought
activity.
Gurupasti Devotion and service to ascetics, gurus | Praying of Tirthankars To pray and appreciate and praise
or preceptor saints. the qualities of the twenty four
Tirthankars.
Swaddhyay Study of the scriptures. Vandana To respect ascetics and pay salution
to the elderly monks and the
preceptors.
Sanyama Self restraint, control of the five senses Pratikraman To repent and confess past bad
and the mind. In practicing sanyama, it thoughts and deeds.
is necessary to renounce certain cbjects
of enjoyments with the idea of self-
control,
Tap or Austerities | Penance, e.9., meditating upon nature Kayotsarg Non-attachments to the body.
of soul, every morning and evening for a
fixed period of time.
Daan or Charity Donation of food, knowledge, and Pratyakhan or Religious vows rencuncing certain
medigine, and protection to other beings. Pachchhakhan aclivities for sometime to discipline
one’s self,

Six Essential Daily Rites of Digambara Monks

In the Svetambara the six essential duties are prescribed the
same for the householders and the monks.




Thhe: Bloarttarata Tradition

[n the {ourfold division of the Jain society consisting of
shravakas {male laity}, shravikas (femalc laity), sadhus
{monks) and sadhvis (nuns), the Bhattaraka, a specific
Digambar institution, is placed above the laity but below
the ascetics. He resides in a permanent domicile called
matha and is commmitted to living a celibate life. He, like a
fully ordaincd monk, carries “Peechhee™ - a fly-whisk made
ol pcacock feathers but wears three pieces of clothing,
However, he need not pluck his hair and may travel by any
kind of transport. Unlike a Iull monk, a Bhattaraka wears
an orange robe, stays in a single place and is involved in
management of assets of the institution.

His main duties lie in the fields of education, social and
‘medical welfare, in fostering amity among th¢ members
of the community, and in keeping religious rites and
traditions alive. Further, he is expected to be well versed
in matters of doctrines and sacred law as well as being an
able administrator and negotiator when it comes to settling
disputes with local or state governments, Bhattaraka is an
expert in all scriptures, and has the authority to recite the
suri-mantra (Lo consccrate an image). He is also responsible
for preserving the order. He is the head of the six limbs
of the sangh: shravaka, shravika, pandit {(bramha), muni
{vrati), aryika and Bhattaraka.

Traditionally, a Bhattaraka nominates his successor, almost
always from among his disciples. If for any reason he fails
to do that, a committee of lay-pecople will select a new
Bhattaraka. When death approaches, the custom prevails
that a Bhattaraka will discard his three pieces of clothing,
so that he may die the death of an ordained monk, which
1s naked.

The Bhatlaraka seat at Humcha was founded in the
8th century AD, during the reign of Jinadatta Rai,
founder of the ruling dynasty of Santar. In 1048 AD, the
Mahamandaleshwara Chandarayarus made a donation to a
Bhattaraka ol Balagara-gana ai Balligame near Banavasi
in prescent-day Kamataka. Thus, the Bhattaraka seat at
Humcha may be one of the oldest of its kind.

The most widespread Bhattaraka order has historically been
the Mula Sangh-Nandi Sangh-Balatkara Gana-Saraswati
Gachchha (MNBS) order. There are perhaps hundreds of
thousands of Tirthankara idols, spread across the country
from Surat (Gujrat) to Decca (Bangladesh) bearing

inscriptions mentioning this order. Most of these idols were
installed by the Bhattarakas of this order in the past 7-8
centurics. Many of these Bhattarakas were great scholars
and prolific authors.

The ancient institution at Humcha (Hombuja) is the
original home of the MNBS order. It is headed by
Bhattaraka Devenderakeerly. He is the only existing
Bhattaraka of the MNBS order, several Jain organizations
are run by the institute at Humcha. The present Bhattaraka
of Humcha who bcars the title Devendrakirthi Swamigal
was traditionatly chosen by his predecessor and installed
in 1971 at the age of twenty- two. He is both an able
conservator of Jain traditions and values as well as an
enterprising innovator in ficlds such as education and
soctal welfare.

His holiness Jagadguru Sri Devenderakcerty Bhattarak
Mahaswamiji was born on May 25, 1949, as ‘Vinaya
Chandra’ in a royal family of Mulky, South Kanara
District, of Karnataka State, India. He had his early
education at his native place and earned his B.Sc. in
1971, M.A, in philosophy in 1974 and Doctorate (PhD)
in 1979. His holiness Sri Mahaswami accepted the saintly
life {Decksha) on March 20, 1971 and shortly after that
was assigned as the Head of Sri Hombuja Jain Math on
October 30, 1971.

As areligious and spiritual head of Jain religion (Digamber
Scct), he strives to bring harmony among all the various
sects of the Jam faith (Swetambar, Digamber, Stanakwasi,
Terapanthi, Srimadrajchand Panth etc) in India and
abroad. It is because of his long vision, peace loving and
quite nature that more than 51 temples have been built for
the Hindus and Jain faith in the USA, Canada, England,
Nepal, Australia and elsewhere. He is the first Jain monk of
Digamber Sect in the history of Jain religion to go abroad,
crossing the Indian borders, for the propagation of Indian
religion and philosophies in general and Jain religion and
philosophy n particular.

As a highly leamed scholar and orator His Holiness has
written several books on religion and philosophy and has
delivered hundreds of specch around the world. He has
published hundreds of Religious books under the auspi-
cious of Sri Siddhanthakeerty Granthmala. He is chief edi-
tor of a monthly magazine Guredeva.”
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Atlanta Jain Pooja Mandal was established in 2002. Currently there are about 20 to 25 ladies who are regu-
larly performing various poojas at the center as well as at the members’ residence on various occasions. Pooja
mandal is lead by Sampurna Shah, Virbala Jain and Madhu Sheth and music provided by Indravadan Bhavsar
and Minal Shah. Different poojas performed by the Pooja mandal are as follow:

Snatra Pooja

Vastoo Pooja

Panch Kalyanak Pooja

Anantray Karma Nivaran Pooja
Vedniya Karma Nivaran Pooja
Navpadji Pooja

Baar Vratni Pooja

Mohniya Karma Nivaran Pooja etc.
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JSGA ADULT PATHSHALA
CLASSES IN ATLANTA By: Manhar Parekh
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Weekly pathshala for adults had its sparse beginnings in
September of '99 conducted by Manhar Parekh at his residence.
Jains congregated at his home in Tucker, Ga. where he explained
the meaning of Nav Smaran Sutras every Sunday morning.

In April of 2001, with the long awaited opening of the Jain
center, Pathshala classes found their new home in Norcross.
Classes grew in increasing proportions due to the center and the
excitement that it brought with its construction.

Sunday classes continue to meet now from 11:15 to 12:15.
Samayik is conducted during this time. The study of Tattvarth
Sutra commenced on October 28th in 2001 and concluded on
August 24th of 2008! Upon the completion of the Tattvarth Sutra,
a study of the Nav Tattva Prakaran was begun on September 21,
2008. This study is currently in progress on a weekly basis.

At the beginning of each Samayik class, Manharbhai narrates
a historical story, biography or some short topic of concurrent
relevance in Jain religion. These lectures are on audio cassettes
and are made so that interested individuals may borrow and
listen to them at their convenience. So far, we have a full 181
lectures on audio cassette! These lectures are currently being
converted into CD/MP3 format.
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]SGA CHILDREN PATHSHALA
CLASSES IN ATLANTA

Pathashala is a religious school which plays a major role in  Main Teachers:
development of our children. Like school, Pathashala is also
very important for children development. .Pathashala is a place
where children learn about the Jain religion which will play im-
portant part in child’s life. All children learn variety of subject Madhu Shah 770-232-1030 for age 3-5.
_ matters related to Jain religion. Among them are: gathas, poojas Sampurna Shah 770-552-2507
i and rituals, stutis, songs, dance, drama and lot of discussion for age 8 and above for discussion.
and debate on religious topics. We use Jaina foundation books
and other literature to teach our children. They learn about good Assistant Teachers:
qualities in their life which will help them to be religious and

Prema Gandhi 770-513-1397 for ages 6-7
Virbala Jain 770-638-9223 for Gathas.

b 0 Do =

better person in the society. 1. Anita Bhalani
2. Bimal Shah
We have four pathashala classes every Sunday from 10.30 A.M. 3. Mona Shah
to 12.15AM. 4. Tina Shah
5. Neetu Trivedi

There are four teachers and five assistant teachers.
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Jainism is our religion and I practice Jainism by the following ways:

is for Jai Jinendra

is for Ahimsa

is for Immortal

is Navkar Mantra

is for Interest in Jainism

is for Sadhu

‘.Z

is for Mahavir Swami

’ls what JAINISM meanS!

G lar 1 proud of my Jain religion!

Jir g Y .

p A

Shreya Shah
Age: 7
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DIGAMBER MURTI PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAY PROGRAM

Activlties

Thursday Garbha Kalyanak

7:00 a.m. Deva-Agya, Guru Agya and Pratishthacharya Nimantrana

7:15a.m. Yantra and Tirthankar Pooja

8:15 a.m. Ghata (Kalash) Yatra

9:30 a.m. Dhwaja Rohan and Pandal Shuddhi
Nitya Pooja Sakalikiaran, Indra Pratishtha, Mandap Pratishtha,
Nandi Vidhan,

10:00 a.m. Kalash Sthapan & Deepak Sthapan

11:00 a.m. Indra Darbaar, Tatva Charcha, Ratnavristi by Kuber & Trthankar Mata ke
Solah Sapne

12:00 Noon Lunch Break

1:30 p.m. Garbha Kalyanak Poojan, Yag Mandal Vidhan and Havan

3:30 p.m. Ghat Yatra, Seemantani Kriyva, Vedi Shuddhi and Sanskar

5:00 p.m. Dinner Break
Garbha Kalyank - Uttar Kriya, Maharaj Nabhiral Darbar, Rajya Vyavastha,
Prashnottar, Swapno ka Faladesh, Mata Maroo Devi ki Seva, Nriya and

6:30 p.m. Prashnottar

Nov. 21st, 2008 Friday Janma Kalyanak
7:00 a.m. Jaap Prarambha, Nitya Poojan and Abhisek
8:00 a.m. Adi Kumar Janma, Janmotsava, Janma Atishaya Aaropana & Badhaia
10:00 a.m. Shobha Yatra, Janmabhishek, Adi Kumar ka Palna and Baal Kreeda
12:00 Noon Lunch Break

Tapa Kalyanak

2:00 p.m Maharaj Naabhi Rai Darbaar, Adi Kumar Rajyabhishek, Neelanjana Nritya,
Bharat Bahubali ko Rajya Dena, Lokantik Deva-Stuti, Deeksha Van -
Prasthan, Deeksha Vidhi Anka-nyas, Sanskararopan and Pooja
5:00 p.m. Dinner Break
2 Lecture (Gujarati / Hindi) -
Cultural Entertainment Program

Nov. 22nd, 2008 Gyana Kalyanak
] Jaap Prarambha, Nitya Poocjan, Abhishekadi
Procession
Lunch Break
Muniraj Adinath ka Pratham Aahar & Panchashraya Vrishti
Mantra Aaradhana, Adhiwasna, Tilaka Daan, Mukhodghatan, Pran
Pratishtha, Suryi Mantra, Keval-Gyanotpatti, Samohsaran Rachana, Divya
Dhwani Updesh & Gyana Kalyanak Pooja
Dinner Break
Lecture (Gujarati / Hindi)
Bhavna & Sangeet
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Nov. 23rd, 2008 . Moksha Kalyanak
Nitya Poojan, Abhishekadi & Bhagwan Adinath Darshan on Kailash Parvata %
! .m. Nirvana Prapti, Guna Ropan, Nirvana Kalyanak Pooja & Shanti Havan B4
10:00 a.m. Vedi mein Jinbimb Sthapana
11:00 a.m. Kalsha-Arohana, Dhwaja Rohan, Havan, Samapan and Satkaar
12:30 p.m. * Lunch Break
5:00 p.m. Dinner Break
6:30 p.m. Closing Speeches
7:30 p.m. Grand Finale Celebration
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OTSAV PROGRAM

14-Nov.-08
Friday

Lighting of the Devo and Qpening Remark
Parmatma Chyavan Kalyanak Drama Part - 1

SDOPMQDBSDFM

730
M

15 Nov.-08
Salurday

Sangh Samellan (Registration)

Sangh Yatra

Bhav Yatra

Lunch

Drama - Janma Kalyanak Drama Part - 2
Dinner

Lecture

Dandiya Rass

1D‘DUAMto 10: aoAM
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM
, 11:00 AM to 1:00;PM
.1 uu PM fo 2:30 BM.

16 Nov.-08
Sunday

Laghu Nandavrata Pooja
Bhaghvan Kalyanak Drama Part 3
Lunch

Drama - Part 4

Dinner

TBO

5:00
6:30
8:00
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM
10:30 AM to 1:00 PM
1:00 PM to 2:30 PM
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
5:00 PM to 6:30 PM

17 Nov.-08 Monday
To
20 Nov.-08 Thursday

Snatra Pooja

Lecture Gujarali / Hindi

Bhavana / Arihant Vandana / Sadharmi Antakshkali/
108 Parshvanath

10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon

8:00 PM to 9:15 PM
9:15 PM to 10:30 PM

21 Nov.-08
Friday

Kumbh Sthapana, Deepak Sthapana, Jwarropan
Bhaghavati Mandal Poojan

Lunch

Nav Graha Pooja

Dasdikpal Poojan

Ashta Mangal Poojan

Dinner

Lecture (Gujarati / Hindi)

Cultural Entertainment Program

8:00 AM to 9:00 AM
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM
4:00 PM to 4:30 PM
5:00 PM lo 6:30 PM
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
8:30 PM to 10:30 PM

22 Nov.-08
Saturday

Procession

Bhaghvan Pravesh and Ponkhana
Lunch

Eighteen Abhishek

Dinner

Lecture (Gujarati / Hindi)

Gadi Poojan

Bhavana and Sangeet

8:30 AM to 10:30 AM
10:30 AM to 12:30 PM
12:30 PM to 2:00 PM
2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
5:00 PM to 6:30 PM
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
PM to 10:30 PM

23 Nov.08
.. Sunday

Pratishtha Mahotsav / Kalash / Dhwaja Dand
Lunch

Laghushanti Snatra Poojan

Dinner

Closing Speeches

Grand Finale Celebration

00

30 AM to 12:30 PM
2:30 PM to 2:00 PM
0 PM to 5:00 PM
0 PM to 6:30 PM

FM to 10:00 PM

00 AM to 8:30 AM
30 AM to 9:30 AM
30 AM to 10:30 AM

8:
8:
1
2:
5:
6:30 PM to 7:30 PM
7:
8:
8:
9}
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NAMOJINANAM JIYABHAYANAM
Congratulations
Jain Society of Greater Atlanta
for
Pratishtha Mahotsav 2008

KIDNEY HYPERTENSION IS R T W l b}‘\ d
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KIDNEY HYPERTENSION CLINIC L
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-] b NEPHRON CORPORATION

KIDNEY HYPERTENSION CLINIC P.C. PRESENTS STATE OF THE ART SERVICES §=
Saeeializing in: : FOR THE DIALYSIS COMMUNITY "
Kidney Diseases, Dialysis and Hypertension [ = For Peritoneal Dialysis and Hemodialysis Patients )

(High Blood Pressure) and Diabetic Kidney \ e

Diseases by Board Certified Nephrologists We Take Pride in Our Services

(Kidney Specialists) for quality medical services | = S = '
where education and prevention is our goal. o MPltl_lmgua_l S taff .
. S © Wi-Fi / Individual TV Stations

‘OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE’

LAWRENCEVILLE SNELLVILLE MONROE DULUTH WINDER
605 Old Norcross Rd | 1700 Tree Lane, Ste 140 | 710 Breedlove Drive 3770 Howell Ferry Rd | 189 W Athens Ste 9
770-962-1231 770-736-3144 770-207-0850 678-495-0410 770-868-8517-

5 CONVENIENT ATLANTA LOCATIONS - WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES

e www.nephroncorporation.com ¢ www.kidneyhypertension.net
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