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* As 1 was told that Jain Literature resembled
very much that of the Bauddhas But I was aware
very soon of the fact, that Jamn Literature 1s by
far superior to that of the Buddhists, and the more
I became acquainted with Jain Religion and Jain
Literature, the more I loved them

Some publications 1 had first seen had given me
the wrong 1dea, that Jain narrators were as awck-
ward as Buddhist ones. But I was soon aware of
the fact that I was completely mistaken with this
view, and that, on the contrary it 1sa ment merely
of Jaure authors to have cultivated, i Sanskrit as
well, as 1n Prakrit, in yrrose and m verse an easv
and natural style which makes their tales delightful
to the reader, whereas the prose of @, gs7g and
other brahmanical authors of a2 later tume, 1s too
artificial in the outer form to give a real satisfac-
tion on the cunfents of their productions
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# In conclusion let me assert my conviction
that Jaimsm 1s an original system, quite distinct
and independent from all others; and that, therefore,
it 1s of great importance for the study of philoso-
phical thought and rehigious life 1n ancient India.
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