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FOREWORD

I have great pleasure in associating myself with the
publication of Jayantikd a prose romance composed by
Sri Jaggu Vakula Bhushana by way of this foreword
expressing my appreciation as well as admiration not only
for this work but for the entire literary output of this
unparalleled contemporary Sanskrit poet of the 20th
century.

Earlier I had the privilege of writing a brief foreword
to his Mahakavya Adbhutadutam. I also had the pleasure
of delivering a special lecture at Shantiniketan University
on the works of this poet, and presenting a paper on this
poet in the Seminar on the 20th Century Sanskrit Literature
organised at Bharatiya Vidyabhavan’s College, Andheri,
Bombay. This paper is published in Bharatiya Vidya. There
were a few other occasions on which also I talked on the
works of this poet. I never miss an opportunity to express
my appreciation and admiration for the contribution of this
poet to the field of Creative Sanskrit Literature of this
Century,  He is a distinguished poet who kept the tradition
of Sanskrit poetry continued in the 20th Century with the
same grandeur and depth with which it flourished in earlier
centuries. The texture of the style and language of this

poet cannot be easily separated from that of the classics of
the early centuries.

I

The present work Jayantika is a prose romance. The
structure of the Story is modelled on Kadambari of Bana.
The style is aslo similar to it. The hero and the heroine

assume two births viz,, Charuvaktra and Saugandhini,
(B-12p) xiii
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Jivasena and Jayantika. The work is named after the
second name of the heroine. The main story is narrated by
Chandadanstra a Gandharva who was born on the earth
as a result of a curse. As the story proceeds different
characters go on narrating the story. The narration is
mostly of flash-back type. At each turning point the past
story of the hero or heroine or some other important cha-
racter is given. Thus the story proceeds in a winding way
unfolding events within events. This keeps the interest to
read further and further inspite of highly scholastic and
descriptive style. In between there are refreshing dialogues
and instructive passages, plenty of mythological and
cultural references are found by way of comparison, meta-
phor and contrast all along.

The main story of this Prose romance is arranged in
five laharis or sections. In the first three sections the first
phase of the story, Charuvaktra and Saugandhini story, is
narrated, Charuvaktra who was the son of Vimatakesari
the king of Vaijayanti had to live in Dandakaranya forest
with his mother Varamalini as his father was killed by
Vrishaskandha who pretended to be his father’s friend but
had an evil eye on his mother., Therefore, his mother had
to leave the palace and live in the forest to bring up her
child Charuvaktra. He learns this fate of his mother and
himself from his mother and proceeds to acquire a suitable
weapon by performing penance in order to destroy his
father’s enemy and get back the kingdom. Pleased with
his severe penance the gods Indra, Siva and Brahma take
interest in him and approach Narayana to help him,

Intervention of the divine personalities in human affairs
may look strange and unreal to a modern reader; but for
Sanskrit classics there is nothing new or strange about it,
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These divine personalities intervene in such a natural way
that they are as good as human personalities. Co-operation
between divine personalities and human personalities is so
naturally presented in Sanskrit classics that no element of
unreality is felt. The mix up of myth and reality in these
stories does not affect the impact or the lessons of these stories
on the reader’s mind in any way. The cleavage between the
myth and reality is never made an issue to receive the impact
or draw the lesson. Same is the case when the super-
natural elements or miracles are introduced. This prose
romance is a mix up of myth and reality. There are some
supernatural elements and miracles also. But these are not
due to lack of creative talent to create at realistic level, nor
do these hinder the impact or the lessons to be drawn from
a creative work in a realistic way. These are a part of
Classical Sanskrit style. The emotions are delineated and
the events described do invoke a realistic response. One feels
as if one reads a real story accepting the supernatural
element and the miracles without much jarring. Readers
of Sanskrit classics are very much used to these. The author
of the present Prose romance has introduced some super-
natura] elements and miracles to progress his story and to
create a vigorous emotional impact.

II

Charuvaktra obtains a boon from Narayana, undertakes
a Vijayayatra over several countries, builds up a large army
and ultimately kills Vrishaskandha, who was responsible for
his father’s dcath and the mother’s misery. He is received
at the capital of his father’s Kingdom viz., the City of
Vaijayanti by the old Minister Marunmala and coronated.
His mother Varamalini is very happy. This part of the
story is covered in the first two Laharis or Sections,



Xvi

In this part of the Story there is a beautiful description
of the Himalaya mountain, lord Chandrasekhara, Satyaloka
and Narayana. As in Kadambari, mouthful adjectives, roll
behind the substantives in long series and present the majesty
of the Sanskrit language. Though many of these adjectives,
metaphors and similes involved in them are quite familiar
to readers of Sanskrit Prose romances and Champu kavyas
our poet has introduced a freshness and a new import into
them using his own ingenuity. While describing Narayana
his religious sentiment is manifest. The Vijayayatra descrip-
tion and the killing of Vrishaskandha are couched in
expressions appropriate to the sentiment of heroism. On the
human side, the wickedness of Vrishaskandha, the tender
feelings of Varamalini and the spirit of adventure of Charu-
vaktra are beautifully delineated.

The mother’s advice to Charuvaktra when he returns
after obtaining the bow from Narayana and proposes to
proceed for detsroying Vrishaskandha reveals deep insight
into human nature and mundane world :

AZTIRA WEAE TG, WIIITZIE! SF:, GIAGST AT,
FATAFANG  TAE3T, AYTHON: 9UH:, FEARAMA! G,
qEuE s, affeygs: o, daveshs g am
e |

These expressions have the charm of both the sense
and the sound. Such a charm is found all along this
work, Some of observations here and also elsewhere in
this work reveal the poet’s personal experience as revealed
from the events in his life.

After coronation Charuvaktra undertakes a hunting
expedition. He unwillingly hits a beautiful maiden. This



Xvii

girl was Saugandhini who was to marry Charuvaktra but
who is unfortunately hit by the very Charuvaktra now.
Saugandhini who was hit by Charuvaktra recognises Charu-
vaktra and narrates her story to him. She informs him
that she was brought up by one Dhamana until her ninth
year, Then he died. Later one Dirghasatra brought her
up. This Dirghasatra thought of giving her in marriage
to Charuvaktra whose bravery and physical features were
described to her by him. Dirghasatra also had told
Saugandhini that she was the daugher of one Sugandhana
the King of Madhurda and Kanchanamalini a charming
woman who met Sugandhana on a river bank. This
Kanchanamalini had left her when she was born on the
river bank and was picked up by Dhamana. After narrating
her story Saugandhini who was hit by Charuvaktra collapses.
Charuvaktra also dies in grief. But Indra appears in the
form of a hunter and ievives the life of Charuvaktra and
Saugandhini. However, these two were revived in the
form of Children. Then the hunter asks the Asrama boys
of Dirghasatra to hand over the Child Charuvaktra to
Vajrabahu the King of Aribhikarapuri and the Child
Saugandhini to Hemavati the Queen of Hemapur King.
Dirghasatra sends a message to Varamalini the mother of
Charuvaktra to be hopeful about the return of her Son
Charuvaktra. This part of the story is covered in the third
Lahari.

In this part of the Story, the past story of Saugandhini
has no relevance to the main story nor brings out any special
feature of her character. The ground for the attraction
that Saugandhini develops for Charuvaktra is not fully
developed. The hunting expedition is intended to provide
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an opportunity for the two to come together. The death
of the two puts a curtain to the first phase of the story.
Their revival as Children again initiates the second phase.
The description of the hunting expedition is quite charming.

III

In the Second phase of the story the Child given to
Vajrabahu is named as Jivasena while the Child given to
Hemavati is named as Jayantika. The two grow. Jayantika
sees Jivasena’s picture and falls in love with him. Jivasena
comes to know about it and proceeds to Hemapura. The
two meet privately, However, after their meeting Jivasena
disappears. Jayantika wanders in search of him and meets
a Tapasi.  She lives with the Tapasi in her cave. The
Tapasi herself was Sukesha the Son of Veeraketu the king
of Chitrapura, but was cursed to become a woman.
Jayantika who lived with her delivers a male child. The
boy grows but unfortunately is lost in the forest. The
Tapasi gives a miraculous Ratnamala to Jayantika and asks
her to become Sukesha with its help and become the King
of Chitrapura. Tapasi also goes with her, Here the
fourth Lahari closes.

Jayantika (who is now Sukesha) wanders in search
of her son and husband.  She loses her Ratnamala. Both
Tapasi and Jayantika wander in search of it. They go to
a Durga temple and despatch servants in all directions to
trace the Ratnamala. It is found with a cowherd boy,
The boy is brought and handed over to a butcher to kill him.
The boy was the Son of Jayantika and the butcher was her
husband Jivasena himself. Both the boy and the butcher
tell their story after they were lost in the forest. The
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butcher cuts the head of the boy as a matter of his duty
and cuts his own head also. Jayantika proceeds to cut
her own head. Goddess Durga appears and revives the
life of all the three, Jayantika who had assumed the form of
Sukesha reverts back to Jayantika, Tapasi who was originally
Sukesha becomes Sukesha, This real Sukesha is put on
the throne at Chitrapura. Then, Jivasena proceeds to
meet his mother Varamalini who lived in an Asrama out-
side the city of Aribhikara. = He enters the city welcomed
by the old Minister and ascends the throne. Hansadhvaja
who was temporarily put on the throne in view of the long
absence of Jivasena vacates. Virasena the son of Jivasena
is made to ascend the throne at Hemapur since Satyakirti
the father of Jayantika had no male issue. Thus the story
ends with a happy note.

This part of the Story has in it more supernatural
elements and miracles. Change of Sex which is no longer
a miracle nowadays is brought about here by supernatural
means,

Some of the well-known motifs current in Indian epics
and folk tales such as an orphan child being brought up by
a compassionate person, Father going to the extent of killing
his own Son in discharge of his duty, the husband being
lost in the forest leaving the wife alone are introduced
here. In the stories of Sakuntald, Harischandra and Nala
these motifs are fully developed. The author of this
Prose romance has brought these together in one Story and
put them in a different setting altogether. Lusty men being
aggressive towards charming women and its leading to
adverse consequences to both is delineated in this work
more than once. Women and Children suffering because

iof the folly of men is also depicted. But the women
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characters here are courageous and hopeful. The Children
as they grow become adventurous,  All along the story it
is women and young boys who lead the story through the
major events. The emotions of Vira and Adbhuta i.e., hero-
ism and wonder dominate. The emotions of pathos and love
intervene here and there. There are no evil or wicked
characters excepting one or two who are lusty and suffer
for the same. No doubt the story starts because of the
wickedness of one person i.e., Vrishaskandha but all the
tragic turns later are due to unexpected circumstances and
beyond human control. The truth that the journey of life is
Sull of unpredictables is the lesson that can be drawn from this
prose romance.  We have already mentioned that present-
ation of the majesty of Sanskrit language and a scries of
rolling adjectives constitute the special features of the style
in this work. This work is also rich in giving the inform-
ation on arts, culture, ethics and human nature. We may
quote one or two passages to give an idea of this aspect.

(i) s yasaE Safasr afky e wenw ege-
YA STAFAMNT SREAAY  AAENY AR
Faifamin AR foEvafcarsemarT T fafaEeg-
AT gitae @A oy RfefEfudeg wiaeieR
oD FEI0T GEIR T FETeRarasT
fafaafaarg 9 arzemaE—

Though the list appears to be conventional a few new
items reflecting contemporary life are found here.

(ii) FRITCTE w1 A9E qeed, 7 fefaan: mfora:, Awfy
gary, afy fafear arafy e, @ 7a: wgevaeare:, A
afea @:, AR & F4, T T oo A | '
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These are the lamentations of the Cowherd boy who
was about to be killed by the butcher.

Good many such passages that are very instructive are
introduced in this work. Thus the two aims of poetic com-
positions viz. Ananda (delight) and Upadesha (instruction)
are served by this Prose-romance well

Normally a foreword records only the appreciation of
the work. It does not give a narration of the contents. But
in this case appreciation without narration would not high-
light the depth of the contribution of the poet fully. There-
fore, a narration of the main story is also attempted above.
This will also help to get the threads of the story which is
immersed in highly scholastic language and difficult to
follow easily because of its winding nature.

It may not be out of place to quote from the apprecia-
tion of a senior Scholar Sri Govinda Ramanuja Yogindra
here.

RaORRAl &9 qEdTi
FfaATAIIEA TRAHA 7 Haq, |
RfESTgEAd] @Al
faeFa fama w1 e s &9 ||
Iv

As stated above, my admiration for this poet is not
merely for the Prose-romance Jayantika narrated above but
for his entire literary output, Therefore, I cannot resist
the temptation of including a few remarks about his other
works in this foreword. As stated in one of my articles
referred to in the beginning of this foreword his compositions
are in the six areas of Drama, Mahakavya, Prose Romance,
Champu, Lyrics and Stotra. The total number of his works
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comes to about sixty-five. Among these the dramas have
the major share. He has twenty-two dramas to his credit.

The special features of his dramas are : many of these
are either prologues or epilogues of the well known classical
dramas. These prologues and epilogues resemble the style
and mood of the respective dramas so closely that one does
not feel that a different poet has written these. His
Prasanna Kasyapam is an epilogue to Sakuntala. It
depicts the events after the reunion of Dushyanta and
Shakuntala.  Similarly Manibarana is an epilogue to
Urubhanga of Bhasa. Adbhutamsukam and Pratijna-
kautiliyam are the prologues to Venisamhara and Mudra-
rakshasa respectively.  Veerasubhadram is also a prologue
to Dutaghatotkacha. His other dramas derive their theme
from the Epics and Bhagavata.  Most of these are one or
two-act plays. He has dramatised Rishyasringa’s episode
in his drama Nighna Tapasa while Samyukta is a historical
play dealing with the story of Prithviraja. Anangada
Prahasana is a Prahasana form of play.

Adbhutadutam is a major Mahakavya of our Poet. It
is in fifteen cantos and deals with Sri Krishna’s efforts to
effect a reconciliation between Pandavas and Kauravas.
The poet reveals his devotion to lord Sri Krishna profusely
here. It is more a Bhakti Kavya than a Sandhana Kavya.
Good many figures of speech are employed here. Particularly,
the Arthantaranyasa and Virodhabhasa are very effective.
Karunarasa Tarangini is his earlier poem. It deals with
Kiliyamardana episode. Pathikoktimala is a Lyric. The
poet wrote it to sustain a temporary separation from his
wife when he was on a journey. In Upakhyanarathna

manjusha he recounts a number of Upakhyanas selected from
different Puranas.
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Since I have said a lot about his one Prose romance
viz,, Jayantika I need not say much about his other Prose
romance viz., Yaduvamsa Charitam. This s a historical prose
dealing with the family history of Mysore royal family.
This was written at the instance of the last Mysore ruler of
Odeyar family. In all these works, his creative talent,
profound scholarship and command over the Sanskrit
language are fully revealed.

My student Dr. S. R. Leela has recently written an
article in Kannada reviewing all the works of this poet.
She has highlighted the merit of each work vividly. She
has also quoted the appreciative observations of Prof.
Hiriyanna, Dr. Raghavan, Dr. Krishnamurthy and myself.
I wish this article is published in English or Sanskrit,

\'

Sri Jaggu Alwar Iyengar, the author of Jayantika and
Sixty-four other works was born in 1902 at Chitraghosha
near Melkote the well known pilgrim centre of Srivaishnavas
sanctified by the holy presence of Sri Ramanujacharya
himself, His grandfather was a great scholar in Visista-
dvaita Vedanta and also a poet. Thus Sri Alwar Iyengar
inherited his poetic talent and the scholarship from his
ancestors, He obtained the Vidwan title in Sahitya and
Samkhya yoga. He served on the staff of Sanskrit Colleges
at Bangalore and Melkote. He was honoured by a gold
medal by H. H. Krishnaraja Wodeyar of Mysore. He
received Karnatak State award for eminent Scholars in
1981 and the certificate of honour from the President of
India in 1985, He isalso honoured by the Vidyavisharada

|title by Karnatak Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat.
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However, his greatest honour is in terms of sixty-five
literary works which is a substantive contribution both in
quality and quantity to 20th Century Sanskrit literature.
He started his literary career when he was only 18 years
old and continues the same when he is 88 now. With three
sons and one daughter, he has managed a large family with
a much larger number of literary children.

It is a pleasure and honour to me that I am in close
association with him for the last 25 years since I came to
Bangalore. I wish a full critical appreciation of his works
is undertaken by a Ph.D, student and a well annotated
bibliography of his works is published.

Prof. K. T. Pandurangi
Former Prof. of Sanskrit
Bangalore University
Upakulapathi, Poornaprajna Vidyapeetha
Bangalore President, Mythic Society and
1-1-1991 Chairman, Karnatak Sanskrit
Sahitya Parishat.
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