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SHRI PANDIT RATNACHANDRAJI JAIN KANYASHALA TRUST
Conducted by Smt. P. N. Doshi Women's College of Arts

Saurashtra Kesari Pranguru Jain Philosophical
& Literary Research Centre
Saurashtra Kesari Poojya Shri Pranguru had a very

distinguished wisdom and knowledge. He contributed greatly
in the study of scriptures, in collecting and preserving
tadpatriya manuscripts, in establishing libraries of scriptures
and pathshalas.

Perceiving this unique contribution and inspired by
"Saurashtra Kesari Poojya Pranguru Birth Centerary
Committee" Mumbai, to immortalise the name of Gurudev
on the occassion of his Birth Centeuary, the above trust has
founded "Saurashtra Kesari Pranguru Jain Philosophical and
Literary Research Centre". The objectives of the Centre are
as follows :

" To study, research, edit and publish Jain philosophy,
indian Darshans civilization and literature.” To present
Jainism scientifically. * To research ancient manuscripts and
Tadpatriya scriptures and conduct library activities. * Keeping
Jainism at the core, to develop humanitarian activities. ~ To
offer scholarships to students studying and researching Jain
literature. ~ To arrange lectures by scholars and saints. = To
organise camps and such other programmes that cultivate
religious andmeritorious qualities. To publish culture oriented
qualitative literature. * To encourage research paper reading,
script reading and reading of old Jain manuscripts. * To
extend co-operation, facilities and guidence to shravakas and
saints and Mahasatijis to gain knowledge those who are
working for M.A. Ph.D. or M.Phil and to publish the research
work.” To prepare CDS on ancient Jain books, Paintings,
Sculpture, architecture etc. * To propagate Jainism in the
country and abroad by arranging seminars lectures etc and
by providing information about Jain philosophy and'literature
through a website on the Internet.

Wishing your co-operation
Navneetbhai Sheth / Gunvant Barvalia
S.K.P. Jain Philosophical & Litarary Research Centre
: Shri Jagdhir Boda Vidhya Sankul
SPR Jain Kanya Shala Trust, Cama Lane, Ghatkopar (W)
Mumbai - 400086. Ph. 516 3434 / 512 5658 / 515 5476
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[GrzaAzell A6z 29 53], ¥ vuen #2 Uds3u e\d,
Aol ¥ ACENH| VYA ¢

‘Jainism has two ways of looking at things - one called the
Dravyarthikanaya and the other the Paryayarthikanaya. I shall
illustrate the same. The production of a law is the production of
something not previously existing if we think it from the latter
point of view i.e. as a Paryaya or modification; while it is not
the the production of something not previously existing, if we
look at it from the former point of view, i.e. as a Dravya or
Substance.......

f.....The Jainism canon may be divided into two parts : first
Sruta Dharma i.e. Philosophy and second Caritra Dharma i.e.
ethics.

“The Sruta Dharma inquires into the nature of nine principles,
six kinds of living being and four states of existence sentient
beings, non-sentient things, merit, demerit of the nine principles,
the first is ‘Soul’. According to Jaina View, ‘Soul’ is that element
which knows, thinks and feels.....

“The second principle is non-soul. It is not simply what we
understand by matter, but is more than that. Matter is a term
contrary to ‘Soul’. But non-soul is its contrary. - Whatever is not
soul is non-soul.

“The rest of the nine principles are but the different states
produced by the combination and separation of soul and non-
soul. The third principle is merit (Punya); that on account of
which a being is happy. The fourth principle is demerit : that on
account of which a being suffers from misery.....

“......Six kinds of living beings are divided into six classes,

Earth-body beings (9281erT), Water-body beings (319esTar), Fire-
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body beings (dSeHTa) Wind-body beings (a13eh1a), Vegetables
(a=afaes) and all of them having one organ of sense, that of
touch....

“.....The Jaina canonical book treats very elaborately of the
minute divisions of the living beings and their prophets have
long before the discovery of microscope been able to tell how
many organs of sense the minutest animalcule has. I would
refer those, who are desirous of studying Jaina biology, zoology,
botany, anatomy and philosophy to the many books published
by our society....

“What is the origin of th universe?”

“This involves the question of God Gautama, the Buddha,
forbids inquiry into the beginning of things. In the Brahmanical
literature bearing on the constitution of cosmos frequent reference
is made to the days and nights of Brahma, the periods of
Manvantara (Fe9aR) and the periods of Pralaya (¥er). But the
Jainas, leaving all symbolic expressions aside, distinctly reaffirm
the view previously promulgated by the previous hierophants,
that matter and soul are eternal and cannot be created. You can
affirm existence of a thing from one point of view, deny it from
another and affirm both existence and non-existence with

- reference to it at different times.....”
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21 A olleig 2AUE AR 5 2des SI. wANY Ag. Vs
s3dl valRd st HARsIAi AR AS] HAR
wiaiozeil e20vvial &Ifsis1s dteidl &dl via 2 diRRieqde
e ua silrayel uqdzell A olia «El, uig ARIA
UdAstoll Aa221: Gdikl A1 20¢id 530 édl, ERLYTE) WET]
UcYdR di. u/e/ace3all Aw BN &d.

dl. Rg/c/ace3al disAi RS20 218 olidell U awj &g
5:

“Mr. Gandhi of India replies to some inhospitable criticisms,
when Dr. George E Pentecost, in his address before the
Parliament of Religions last Sunday evening, assailed the -
character of Brahmin priests and priestesses, he not only
committed a gross outrage upon the Parliament by over stepping
the very first rules udner which the Congress is conducted and
succeeded as a guest in a wholesale libel upon other given in
the Parliament, but he aroused alike the indignations of
Christians, Buddists and members of every sect in attendance.
Here is the brief extract from Dr.’s unprecedented attack:

“We have listened to lectures from distinguished orientals on
our political and social shortcomings for the last few days with
as much as patience as we could command. They have been
going through the slums of Chicago and New York and have
been going dumping down buckets of mud upon us. But we
deny that these are specimens of Christianity. But in India
among the High Class Brahmins, there are at least 600 priestesses
and every one of them is a prostitute. They are prostitutes
because they are priestesses and they are priestesses because
they are prostitutes. These men are criticising Christianity. There
are two or three oriental bubbles floating over Chicago that
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need to be pricked.” _

“Such language udner such circumstances is beyond criticism
and stands out in unpleasant contrast to the dignified reply
made yesterday afternoon by Virchand Raghavji Gandhi, who

represents in the Parliament the Jaina sect of India.”
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The Society for the Eddcation of women of India’s
Chicago’s Hon. Secretary Mrs. Howard & Virchand Gandhi
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Mr. Herbert Warren, Mr & Mrs. A. Gordon Hon.
Secretary & Eminent Members of Mahavir
Brotherhood, London established by Virchand Gandhi
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Photo Courtesy : Neely’s History of World’s Parliament
of Religions, 1893

From left to right Virchand Ghandhi, Mr. H. Dhamapal
and Swani Vivekanand at world’s Parliament of Religions.
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- Bombay, 4th August, 1893
The Commanding. Officers of the S. S. Assam
and the S. S. Himalaya
Dear Sirs,
The bearer of this, Mr. Gandhi, a Hindu Gentleman
of this city is en-route to Chicago and is going to observe
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Hindu rites and customs on board so as not to interfere
with his caste. He will feel much obliged, if you will be
so kind as to give him a certificate on leaving your ships
to the effect that he has not eaten food prepared by the
ship’s cook but by his own cook.
Thanking you in anticipation,
Yours faithfully,

Thos. Cook & Son.
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Bombay, 3rd August, 1893
M/s. Thos Cook & Son,
Bombay.

Dear Sirs,

In reply to your letter of date, I bag to inform you
that a stove has been placed on board the “ASSAM” for
the use of Mr. Gandhi and friend and I have written to
the commander of the connecting ship at Aden to see
that it is kept for their exclusive use.

I note that they considered Rs.100/- a high charge
but you will dountless have explained to them that the
stove at some inconvenience to the ship and has to be
transhipped at Aden, carried to London and brought
back again.

Yours faithfully,
Superientendent

Peninsular & Oriental Steam Nauvn. Co.

S. S. Assam, Aden, 11th August, 1893

I hereby certify that Mr. Gandhi, second saloon

passenger on board this steamer has travelled from

Bombay to Aden, during which time the has had no

food prepared by any one on board but his own private

cook.

T F. Creery

Commander

Ay yu1e) 222 Baicerst sidia «)2 yoor 2135
21 .

S. S. Himalaya, 18th August, 1893

This is to certify that Mr. Gandhi embarked on board

this ship at Aden Ex Assam on the 11th August, 1893

and disembarked at Brindisi on the 18th August, 1893

during which time he only had meals cooked by his

S
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own cook receiving nothing cooked by any of the ship’s
company,.

Fred Buckland, Purser
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Mr. Virchand R. Gandhi said he belived he was the
first member of the jain society that had been allowed to
visit outside of India within two thousand years. "It is a
tenet of our order." he continued, "that shoud a member
break bread with Englishmen, he shall be excommuni-
cated. The high priest and a gathering of the society
selected me as a delegate to the religious congress at
chicago. Other meetings denouced me for coming here.
I am here and glad to be here. Gandhi is prohibited from
touching meat of any kind. He does not know the taste
of flesh. He is an exceedingly intellignet man and stands
high in his order.

oil® [2a 2fga12 elaiafl 21312 s-j Y21cAq] s13 €16l
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Virchand Raghavji Gandhi, Esq., B.A,
Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, Secretary to
the Jain Association of India, President of the
Hemchandra-acharya Study Class, & c., & c.
BOMBAY
Dear Sir,

We the Members of the Mangrol Jain Sangit Mandali,
are assembled here to-day to give expression in public to
the high esteem and ardent admiration with which we all
regard you for the incalculable benefits you have conferred
upon our assembly by useful services and timely suggestions,
as well as on the whole Community, on religious matters
and many important and intricate questions connected
with the affairs of our Sacred Places.

We avail ourselves of this occasion, especially because
only to-morrow you will be on your way to that Land
where you went in 1893, as an accredited Delegate of the
Jain Community, to represent the views on the Ethics and
Philosophy of our Religion in the Parliament of Religions
at Chicago. It was a matter of joy and satisiaction for us all
that out of a few Indian Delegates of light and learning,
who could compete with and hold their own against the
foremost thinkers of Europe and America, you were the
only person who was heard with rapt attention and
accorded due praise.

Your real work may be said to have commenced w1th
the termination of the sittings of that grand Assembly, for it
was then that invitations from persons of diverse views and
various positions, coupled with the earnest solicitatious of
Associations, Unions, and Clubs, began to pour in, which
induced you to prolong your stay there. This brief sojourn

[T e




® oRlfciefzell Wda anal °

you turned to the best account, by delivering many public
lectures on the idea and aim of Jain Philosophy-nay, when
on certain occasions the duty of representing the whole
India devolved upon you, you discoursed on Indian.
Philosophy in general, and succeeded to a great extent in
dispelling doubts and risconceptions about the History,
Morality and Religion of the Hindus, and thus lifted up the
veil which screened real things from their gaze. Here, also,
after your arrival you did not fail to embrace every
opportunity to enlighten us on the manners, customs, and
the educational systems of America, and your unremitted
exertions have resulted in creating a zealous study of our
Religion and Philosophy and the fomation of the
Hemchandra-acharya Study Class.

Rejoicing as we do at your second visit, we cannot but
feel profound sorrow at the idea of separation from a
person of your knowledge, - ability, and simplicity. We
however, console ourselves with the fact that what is loss
to us is a substantial gain to our American Brother.

Those of our Brethren on the other side of the
Mississippi, who being far removed from the centres of
your activity, could not share the pleasures of your company
and addresses, will have now ample time to satisfy
themselves. It will also be a boon and blessing to the
enthusiastic students of Occult Philosophy, who paid you a
well merited meed of honour by founding a Society of
Philosophic Investigations in your name. We feel pride and
pleasure to know that you will be accompanied by your
devoted Wife, who will be a source of great help and
comfort to you, and will afford our American Sisters, a
good opportunity to form a correct idea of the nature,
virtues, and responsibilities of an Aryan Lady.

In conclusion Sir, we heartily wish you a bon royage,
and pray that blessings may be strewn across your path,

o[ le




° ol [delrel Yaa dnal °

and that your efforts in propounding and propagating the
high principles of our noble Religion may be crowned with
success, and hope that the revival of the glorious Past of
the noble Land of the East, which was hailed with fervour
in a dim and prophetic vision by that illustrious French
writer Victor Hugo, is destined to take place in the soil of
America, and that India and America, which have been
already brought into contact by material civilization, will
through our spiritual thoughts be united in more enduring
and permanent bonds of Fraternity.

As for ourselves, we shall be longingly looking forward
for that day, when after mastering the great problem of the
free education of the masses, you will return here and
work for its introduction, for it is upon the solution of this
problem alone that the future happiness of our country
depends.

BOMBAY We beg to remain,
20th August, 1896 DEAR SIR,
Your Friends and Well Wishers,

Amarchand Talackchand, Premchand Roychand,
Honorary Secretary President of the Meeting;
Motichand Devchand,

: President,

for Members of the Mangrol Jain Sangit Mandali.
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Aoty pdapti ey &g - dell aisa 211 uAIE) B :-
To,
Virchand Raghowji Gandhi, ESQ., BA., MRA.S.

Dear Brother,

We, vour friends and admirers, have assembled here to
day to give expression to our sentiments of deep gratitute
and high admiration, which we so sincerely cherish for you,
in due appreciation of the invlauable and innumerable services,
which you have so creditably rendered to the members of
your Community and to the people of India in general, by
fostering brotherly feelings in the hearts of the kind and
courteous Americans for the people of our renowned India.

We feel much satisfaction and pride to repeat that we find
in you, only a representative of the Jain Religion, at the
famous Parliament of Religions, held at Chicago, but at the
same time, we find in you a most energetic and competent
advocate of the cause of Indian Philosophy Disregarding the
unavoidable inconveniences, which present themselves to an
orthodox Hindu traveller scrupulously following the
prescriptions of religion, while prosecuting noble work, which
you have so cheerfully undertaken, you visited different parts
of America and preached in lofty tones from public and
private pulpits,- the religious and philosophical tenets of
Hinduism; and we are extremely glad to endorse the opinion
of the American public and the press, that you have succeeded
with all the moral triumph of a conscientious preacher, in
awakening American interest and sympathies for the religion
and philosophy of India, which has been so gloriously hailed
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by foreigners from times immemorial, as the Mother of
Religions and the Cradle of Civilization. This, in itself is a
sign, prophesying good for the Orient and the Occident.

But your Mission did not end here; you next concentrated
all your energies in a pitched battle against the giant of
darkness assuming various forms and especially against lack
of education among the women of this country, which is one
of the saddest and most deplorable condition of Indian Society,
and leading the van of most of the sympathetic and humane
sisters of America you succeeded in founding an “International
Society for the Education of Women in India,” which Society,
we are much pleased to hear, has sent three of our Hindu
sisters to America, with the offer to maintain and educate
them, for three years at the expense of the Society, so that
they may be enabled to practically study how to become
proper help-mates to their husbands and pioneers in the
work of reforming our Society. We respectfully solicit your
favour to convey to our American Sisters our feelings of the
deepest gratitude for the noble help they have offered to our -
Indian Sisters, and also to convey our best sympathies and
choicest blessings in their noble mission of patronizing female
education in India.

- Equally precious are your services, during the recent famine
of India, when you got enlisted, with your characterristic
promptness, the sympathy of the kind-hearted Americans for
the poorer masses, who were starving to death for want of
sufficient food, and sent a ship to India, ladon with American
maize for free distribution among the famine stricken people.
These services, and these touches of your philanthropic
disposition, we assure you, our dear brother, have rightly
earned for you our leasting admiration and gratitude.

The cause of vegetarianism is equally commanding our
admiration-your numerous addresses so vividly portraying
the excruciating pains and heart-rending agonies of the poor
animals, writhing under the knieves of the heartless butchers,
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have reclaimed many flesh-eaters to the pure Hindu vegetarian
diet and have taught them to respect the feelings even of the
" lower creation-an object lesson of spiritual life which India
has still to preach and teach to most of the civilized nations
of the world.

Your strong protests against the misrepresentations by the
American Missionaries of the Indian life and morals, your
valuable advice, for the introduction of the American system
of practical education in. Indian schools, your genuine desire
to see our Indian students in England, paying particular
attention of English arts and manufactures with the object of
improving and promoting Indian industries, your contributions
to the Indian press for drawing the attention of our educated
youths to commercial fields that are open for them in England
and America - these are some of the multifarious subjects
that have held us in unspeakable wonder, and speak volumes
for your sound judgement and.comprehensive abilities.

This large and influential gathering rejoices to see that
you are the first Hindu among the whole Hindu Community
of India, to take your wife to America and to give a partial
illustration of the life of an Indian Hindu woman to our
sisters of the Western Hemisphere. A short stay of nearly two
years of your son Master Mohan in America, and his training
in an American Educational Institution, give us every hope
that he will be a second Gandhi after you to pick up, with
the greatest zeal and interest, the work which you have
commenced so successfully of implanting “India in America.”

In conclusion, we wish you a hearty bon voyage to
England and America and a happy return to our dear country
after fulfilling your noble mission of preaching Oriental
Philosophy.

On behalf of the Friends and Admirers, assembled in a
Public Meeting held at Novelty Theatre. »

BOMBAY, President
Dated 23rd September, 1899 M. G. Ranade
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