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GENERAL EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan has so far published 53 volumes in the
Singhi Jain Series. When late Muni Jinavijayaji had been to Santini-
ketan in 1931 December he had started the Singhi Jain Grantha-Mala
‘with the very liberal financial assistance of late Shri Bahadursimhaji
Singhi.! When the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan was started in 1938, late
Shri Muniji joined the Bhavan at the special invitation of late Shri Mun-
shiji and entrusted the Singhi Jain Series to the Bhavan. Since then the
Bhavan has brought out this series with meticulous care and this presti-
gious series has received respect of scholars and international recognition.
Late Muniji remained its General Editor till his death which took place
on June 3, 1976.

II

Muniji was born on January 27, 1888 A.D., at Rupaheli in Mewar in .
Rajasthan. His parents were Vriddhisimhaji and Rajkumari. They were
Rajput farmers and Muniji’s original name was Kisan Singh. At a young
age he joined the Sect of a Baba, then a Marwari Jain monk and then
ultimately was initiated by Muni Sundervijayaji and named Jinavijayaji.
With keenness and industry he devoted himself entirely to exploring
Bhandaras and manuscripts and reading, editing and making research.
He went to Jaisalmer, Baroda, Bombay and Poona. Gandhiji invited
him to Gujarat Vidyapith at Ahmedabad. He gave up the costume of a
monk to pursue more vigorously his research plans. In 1928 he went to
Germany at the invitation of Dr. Jacobi. Coming back to India, he had
joined the Dandi March at Gandhiji’s call.. Thereafter, he joined Santi-
niketan at Gurudev Tagore’s invitation and it was here as stated above
"in 1931 that this Singhi Series was started.

After Muniji joined the Bhavan, this series has become a very pres-
tigious and integral part of the Bhavan. Even though he went to Jaipur
as Director to serve his native place, the Singhi Series was purposely and
continuously kept entrusted to the Bhavan by Muniji. In Jaipur he es-
tablished a Research Institute and started another series. He then went
to Chanderia near Chittor and started a Sarvodaya Sadhana Ashram. At

" Udsipur he laid foundation of Bhamasa Bharati Mandir and Shri Hari-
bhadra Suri Smriti Mandir. He received the co-operation of a number
of learned scholars and has edited more than a hundred rare works. He
delivered Thakkar Vasanji Vyakhyanamala of the Bombay University,

1. Regarding the life of the founder of the Singhi Series, see the Prasasti by Muniji in
Sanskrit in Kumarapalacharitra Sangraha and other volumes of this series.
2. Regarding Muniji’s life, see his Sanskrit Prasasti in Kumarapalacharitra Sangraha

and other volumes of this series as also the article by Pandit Sukhlaji in Darsan and
Chintan, pp. 94 ff.
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was awarded Padmasri by the Government of India, was made a member
of the German Oriental Society and was the President of the Gujarat
Itihasa Parishad.

He remained the Hon. Director of the Bhavan till 1954 when he
formally retired to work more vigorously at Jaipur and thereafter I was
asked to be the Hon. Director. As pointed out above he moved from place
to place, from time to time and subsequently on account of age, failing
health, and more particularly his failing eye-sight, the tempo of publica-
tion of the Singhi Series became slow, more particularly because he was
keen to write exhaustive introduction to each publication himself. In
spite of repeated requests from me, it was not possible for him te write
these introductions in view of the aforesaid difficulties. However, the
Bhavan was able to bring out 2 volumes in 1966 and 1967 by Dr. Upadhye
and Tarunaprabhacharya’s Shadavasyaka-balavabodhavritti edited by late
Dr. Prabodh Bechardas Pandit in 1976. The last mentioned work con-
tains in detail an exhaustive introduction by Muniji written at my repeat-
ed special request and gives the history of this Series. Even though it-
is named as Singhi Jain Series, Muniji has included in it many non-Jain
works also. The Series has gained international recognition and is re-
ferred to as a prestigious publication in the Report of the Sanskrit Com-
mission appointed by the Government of India.

III

Ramachandra Suri, the author of Raghuvilasanatikam and Raghu-
vildasanatakoddhara, flourished during the reign of the Chalukya Kings
Siddharaja Jayasimha and Kumarapila of Gujarat. He was born in S.Y.
1145, near about the capital Anahillapur Patan. He was initiated as Muni
in S.Y. 1150, became a Suri in S.Y. 1166 and expired in S.Y. 1230 at an
advanced age of 85. He was the principal disciple of the famous Acharya
Hemachandra Suri.! Another version says that he was born in S.Y.
1156. .

The reign of Gujarat Chalukyas from the 11th to 13th centuries was
a glorious and very prosperous period. Siddharaja had conquered Malwa.
Scholars from many parts of India, including Kashmir, had come to the
capital and found royal support. Even though Saivism was the faith of
kings who called themselves Umapati-Labdha-Prasada, Jainism was equ-
. ally favoured and royal grants were made available for both. There was
religious tolerance.

Hemachandra Suri’s place in the reign of Siddharaja was very high
but in the reign of Kumarapala his relation with the ruler was that of
Teacher and Disciple. He was born in the Modh Vanik Community in
Dhandhuka on Kartik Purnima S.Y. 1145, came in contact with Deva-

1. Cf. Sanskrit Introduction by Pandit Lalchand Gandhi on Natya Darpana, Published
by G.O.S. _
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chandra Suri at the age of five, was initiated at the age of eight and be-
came Suri at the age of twentyone. His father was Chachcha — and
from the use of the words “Mithya Vadin” and ‘“Siva Nirmalya” used in
connection with him,2 Shri Rasiklal Parikh states that he might be a
Maheshwari — but Hemachandra’s mother Pahini and maternal uncle
Nemi were Jains.

Hemachandra’s original name was Changadeva, on initiation he was
called Somachandra and on becoming a Suri he was called Hemachandra.
He belonged to the Purnatalla-Gachchha. He came to Anahillapura Pat-
tan when Siddharaja was ruling. His fame as a Saint and Scholar spread
far and wide. Siddharaja invited him to his Court and his influence in-
creased very much. After the conquest of Malwa, he composed the Sid-
dhahema grammar at the desire of Siddharaja. Kumarapala came to Gadi

“at the age of 50. . At Hemachandra’s instance, he promulgated the Ordi-
nance of “Amari” and prohibited the state from taking over the property
on the death of a childless person. Kumarapala became ‘‘Parama-Arhat”
Hemachandra composed new works on grammar, prosody, Dvyasraya
Kavya, on Alankara, Yogasastra, Tarka Sastra, Jinacharitas etc. He is
compared with Mount Mandara churning the ocean of learning and right-
ly called Kali-Kala Sarvajna. His Vitaraja Stuti shows his breadth of
vision and tolerance. List of his available works is given by Muni Pun-
‘yavijayaji at pp. 82-3 of Shri Haima Saraswati Satra (G.S.P.). Mahatma
' Gandhi was another illustrious Modh Vanik and both Acharya Hema-
~ chandra Suri and he have preached Ahimsa in their own respective ways.

- Kumarapala had a life full of ups and downs, of miseries and happi-
ness and he had had many unpleasant and pleasant experiences. His life
is described in detail by many Jain authors, giving the history of his
family, birth, his life from childhood to death, how he acquired the king-
dom, his 'adr.ninistration, his views on religion etc. Hemachandra in the
last five sargas of Sanskrit Dyasraya and in the eight sargas of Prakrit
Dyasraya gives a poetic description of his life. In the Mahavira-Charitra
of the Trishashti-Salaka-Purusha-Charitra, Kumarapala’s description is
. given in the style of Bhavishya Purana. Maharajaparajaya drama of
Yashpala describes how Kumarapala prohibited killing of animals, hunt-
ing, drinking and gambling. Kumarapala-Pratibodha of Somaprabha
states how Hemachandra made Kumarapala pro-Jain.

Whether Kumarapala actually embraced Jainism or he merely ad-
opted Jain ethics has been a subject of some controversy. That he was
called Parama-Arhat and was highly indebted to and under the influence
of Hemachandra is not doubted. Many Jain authors state that he actu-
ally took Jain Diksha. Prof. Rasiklal C. Parikh, in his introduction to
Kavyanusasana p. 60, however states that if by conversion is meant that
Kumarapala abjured the faith of his forefathers and gave up the worship

2. Prof. Rasiklal Parikh’s Introduction to Kavyanushasana — P. 37.
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of Siva and other Puranic deities, it is contradicted by historical evidence.
In the last canto of Sanskrit Dyasraya Kavya, we find Kumarapala dis-
tinctly mentioning his devotion to Siva, and secondly in the inseription
of Bhava Brihaspati of the year V.S. 1259 — A.D. 1173, the last year
of Kumarapala’s reign, he is called “Maheswara Nrpagrani”, the foremost
of Maheswara Kings. From these references it becomes clear that though
Kumarapala’s mode of life was changed, that though the old way of wor-
shipping with animal sacrifice was also completely given up, he did not
cease to be a worshipper of Siva-the God of his forefathers. As against
this view, Muni Jinavijayaji in his article on Rajarshi Kumarapala (Bha-
ratiya Vidya 1940 I iii pp. 221 ff) and his introduction to Kumarapala-
pratibodha holds a different view and states that Kumarapala formally
embraced Jainism.

Jainism and Saivism were then two established religions and in
Gujarat there were many respectable families where both were honoured
equally. Many of the Vaisya Caste followed both. Followers of both
religions were at the helm of the affairs of the State. Rituals in both
religions were done through Brahmins only. The Kuladevata of both
was the same. But generally speaking, the Raja Dharma was Saivism.
The Raja Purohitas were Nagara Brahmins. But Jain Scholars frequ-
ently contacted the Kings and the latter gave them the same respect as .
to their Gurus. Siddharaja, known for his inclination for Saivism, had
also got constructed the Jain Temple for Adinatha called Raya Vihara.
Kumarapala had great inclination towards Jain ethics and respected
Hemachandra as his friend, guide and philosopher. "Hemachandra had
also very liberal views on Religion and Philosophy. A story goes that
a woman got her husband, attached to a concubine, transformed into a
bull. Afterwards, she repented and desired him to be retransformed
into a man. God Siva was passing that way and suggested a herb in that
locality as a cure. She could not identify the herb and so one after the
other she picked up various herbs in that locality and ultimately found
the real herb. Hemachandra recited this story to Kumarapala and ad-
vised that in this Kali age one may get benefit by respecting all Darsanas
with due devotion (Kayanusasana Introduction p. 45). Hemachandra’s
prayer to Siva is well-known. “Whatever you are by name and in what-
ever time, if you are free from Dosha and Papa — you are the same Lord,
Oh, Bhagavan — and I pay my Namaskaras to you.”” This was the liberal
view of the time.

Among the main disciples of Hemachandra were Ramachandra,
Gunachandra, Mahendra Suri, Vardhamanagani, Devachandra, Udaya-
chandra, Yashaschandra and Balachandra.

This Ramachandra Suri was a Mahakavi and was the Pattadhara and
principal disciple of Hemachandra Suri. On account of his poetic ability,
Siddharaja had given him the title of ‘“Kavi-Katara-Malla.”
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Wherr Hemachandra was first introduced to Siddharaja, at that time
Ramachandra was his pupil. Ramachandra was a swift composer of ver-
ses (Sighra Kavi). It is said that Siddharaja once asked him as to why
the days are longer in Summer. Ramachandra replied: “The dust raised
by your victorious horses has reached heavenly Ganges, mud is created
there, green grass grows thereon, Sun’s horses while travelling durmg
the day stop to eat that grass. That is why days are longer in Summer.”
Siddharaja was pleased with this reply. Ramachandra’s description of
Anahilla Patan was also picturesque. His reply to Poet Visveswara is
also frequently quoted: He was famous for Samasya-Purti. Siddharaja
had asked Hemachandra as to who would be his successor and Hema-
"chandra had mentioned Ramachandra.

Ramachandra is described as author of Prabhandha Sataka. Some
people think that he had composed 100 works. But Muni Jinavijayaji
has pointed out-in Puratatva Volume II Page 421 that at one place there
is a reference to one single work of Ramachandra called Prabandha Sata
describing the 12 kinds of Rupakas and that work is of the length of 5,000
verses. E

In his introduction to two dramas Ramachandra refers to Prabhan—
dha Sataka. It appears that Prabhandha Sataka is the name of a single
work. Ramachandra has in co-authorship with his co-student Guna-
. chandra written two works, (1) Natyadarpana on the Science of Drama-
turgy and (2) Dravyalankara on Nyaya. On both these works they have
written their own Vritti. In Natyadarpana Ramachandra refers to 11
dramas which he has written. The number of times in which they are
. referred to in Natyadarpana is mentioned here in the bracket. (I) Kau-
mudi Mitrananda Prakaran (1) (II) Nalavilasa Nataka (13), (III) Nir-
bhaya Bhima Vyayoga (I), (IV) Mallika Makaranda Prakarana (I), (V)
Yadavabhyudaya Nataka (8), (VI) Raghuvilasa Nataka (14), (VII)
‘Raghavabhyudaya Nataka (7), (VIII) Rohini Mriganka Prakarana (2)

(IX) Vanamala Nataka (1), (X) Satya Harischandra Nataka (7) and
(XI) Yaduvilasa (mentioned in the introduction of Raghu Vilasa).

Out of the 11 dramas Nalavilasa is published by the Gaekwad Orien-
tal Series. Kaumudi Mitrananda was published by Muni Punyavijayaji
on the basis of a single manuscript in 1917 A.D. through Atmaram
Sabha, Bhavnagar. Nirbhaya Bhima Vyayoga was published by Yaso Jain
 Granthamala and Satya Harischandra Nataka was published by the Nir-
naya Sagar press, Bombay. Ramachandra describes himself as Vidya
Trayichana, that is, expert in grammar, logic and poetics. He does
not imitate others or plagiarise. He has frequently stated that he loves
freedom and independence. It seems he had lost his right eye. It is
stated that Hemachandra had asked him to become Ek Drishti that is to
follow with single-mindedness Jainism and therefore he became one-
, eyed man. Another version says that he found mistakes in the poem of
Sripala and thereafter he lost his eye-sight.
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Dravyalankara, a work of logic contains three Prakasas.. In Natya
Darpana, he discusses 12 kinds of Rupakas namely, Nataka, Prakarana,
Natika, Prakarani, Vyayoga, Samavakara, Bhana, Prahasana, Dima, Ut-
srishtikanka, Thamriga and Vithi. In Natya Darpana he quotes from 63
works, out of which about 44 are dramas. This shows his vast reading
and versatility. He has also referred to Svapna-Vasavadatta and Daridra
Charudatta of Bhasa. He has also given extracts from Devi Chandra
Gupta of Visakha Deva, the author of Mudrarakshasa. That drama is
helpful in reconstructing the history of Chandragupta. In addition to
this, he is the author of Kumara Vihar Sataka, Sudha Kalasa (An An-
thology of Subhashita), Haima-Brihad-Vritti-Nyasa and several stotras.
He is proud of his own poetry; he follows the Vaidarbhi style. His
language is simple, sweet and full of prasada. The fact that he is the
author of several dramas shows that at that time there was an appre-
ciative audience for such dramas. He has taken material from folk lore,
mythology, history etc. He has also brought in the element of ‘miracle
in his dramas. Among his contemporaries he stands out as one of the -
most celebrated author and poet. He is only next to his Guru, Hema-
chandra. About his death, Jain authors have given the following ver-
sion: When Kumarapala became old, he first went to Hemachandra Suri,
along with his Jain Minister Abhada to discuss as to who should succeed
him as the next king. At that time, Ramachandra, Gunachandra, Bala-
chandra, and other disciples were present. Hemachandra advised that
Pratapamalla, the King’s daughter’s son, should succeed Kumarapala.
While Minister Abhada suggested that Kumarapala’s brother’s son Ajay-
pala should succeed him. Balachandra was a friend of Ajaypala. He
broke the confidence of his Guru and conveyed to Ajaypala that he was
not favoured by Hemachandra. After some time, Hemachandra died.
Ramachandra consoled Kumarapala who was sorry on account of Hema-
chandra’s death. It is said that Ajaypala poisoned Kumarapala and came
to Gadi. It is also further said that thereafter he took vengeance on
Ramachandra who had sided with Hemachandra. It is said that he was
made to sit on a heated Iron or Copper Seat. and thereby his death was
caused. According to another version, Ramachandra composed Dodhaka
Panchasati, while crushing his tongue by his teeth and died.

Gunachandra was another disciple of Hemachandra. He is the co-
author with Ramachandra of Dravyalankar and Natyadarpana. Rama-
chandra was more versatile while Gunachandra preferred only serious
subjects. Mahendra Suri was another disciple and he wrote Anekartha
- Kairavakara Kaumudi which is a commentary on Hemachandra’s work
and he wrote it in the name of Hemachandra. Another disciple Vardha-
mana Gani wrote a commentary of Kumara Vihara Prasasti. Devachandra
wrote a drama called Chandralekha Vijaya Prakarana. Udayachandra
and Yasaschandra were other disciples of Hemachandra. Balachandra
who broke the confidence of his Guru, is said to be responsible for Rama-
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chandra’s death and he subsequently went away to Malwa. He is stated
to be the author of Snatasya, a well known Stuti.

Gujarat’s contribution to Sanskrit literature is not meagre. Kapila
Muni is stated to have flourished near Siddhapur. Nakulisa of Pasupata
Darsana is said to belong to Karavan (Kayavaroha) near Vadodara.
Nyaya and Vaiseshika Darsanas too are inclined to Saivism and said to
belong to Gujarat. Devardhi Gani made the Jain canon recorded in book
. form at Vallabhipur. In that city, there were 18 sub-schools of Hina-
yana Budhism and the famous Budhist Saints Gunamati and Sthiramati
also flourished here. Samba Panchasika is stated to have been composed
by Lord Krishna’s son Samba. Magha flourished in Bhimamala in the
7th Century. Dhaneswar’s Satrunjaya Mahatmya and Bhatti’s Ravana-
vadha also belong to this age. Bappabhatti and Siddharshi are other
“known authors. Vajrata and Uvvata were vedic scholars of Patan and
Vadnagar. Dwadviveda and Vishnu were other well-known scholars. In
the eleventh century came Hemachandra and his band of scholars. Vag-
bhata wrote Vagbhatalankar. Someswara, the Nagara poet of repute
wrote Kirtikamudi, Surathtotsava and Ullagharaghava. Nanaka, Subhata,
Arisimha, Amarachandra Suri, Vastupala, Prahladana-deva, Manikya-
chandra, Mallishena Suri the author of Syadvada Manjari, Achala Dwi-
vedi the author of Nirnaya Dipaka, Devavimalagani, Yasovijayaji, Vija-
yalakshmi Suri — these are some of the prominent names of authors
who have contributed significantly to Sanskrit literature and philosophy.
- (See Gujaratnu Sanskrit Sahitya: By Dr. A. B. Dhruva).

- ‘'The first known Sanskrit drama of Gujarat is Karna Sundari of
Poet Bilhana. This Karna Sundari is none but Mayanalla, the mother
of Siddharaja. Yasaschandra wrote 2 dramas — one Mudita Kumuda-
chandra and the other Rajimatiprabodha. But the foremost author of
dramas of this time was our author under review Ramachandra Suri who
wrote eleven dramas mentioned above. Another disciple of Hema-
chandra called Devachandra wrote Chandralekha. Vijayapala is the author
of Draupadi-Swayamvara. Another Jain author called Ramabhadra wrote
. Prabhuddha-Rauhineya. Balachandra in 1221 A.D. wrote Karuna-
"~ Vajrayudha and poet Someswara wrote TUllagha-Raghava. Jayasimha
Suri is the author of Hammiramada Mardana. Gangadhara in the 15th

- century wrote Gangadasa Pratapavilasa. Bhudeva Sukla’s Dharmavijaya,
. Ravidasa’s Pakhandakhandana, Ramakrishna Devaji’s Gopalakelichand-
" 'rika and Jagannatha’s Bhagyamahodaya are some of the other dramas.
In the 19th Century, Mahamahopaddhyaya Sankaralal wrote a number
of Sanskrit dramas. Thus, from the 10th Century onwards, Gujarat has
contributed more than 30 dramas out of which Ramachandra Suri alone
has written 11 dramas. (For further details, see the article of Dr. Bho-
gilal J. Sandesara in Bharatiya Vidya 1940, I iii P.304 ff.)

. As stated before, Natyadarpana is composed by two authors — Rama-
chandra and Gunachandra. They have written their own Vivritti or ex-
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planatory notes. In all there are 207 Karikas. It mainly relies on the
Natya Sastra of Bharata Muni but the sphere of Natyadarpana is very
much limited. The Natyasastra of Bharata in its 18th chapter, describes
10 Rupakas. Before Ramachandra, Dhananjaya had written a work on
the ten Rupakas. The present work of Ramachandra, a protege of the
Gujarat King, wrote this work Natyadarpana in competition with the
work of Dhananjaya who was a Pandit in the court of the King of Malwa.
There was at that time a keen rivalry between Malwa and Gujarat.
Ramachandra refers to Dhananjaya about 13 times and has criticised him
about 2 times. In several other definitions also, Ramachandra differs from
Dhananjaya. Ramachandra also seems to have been acquainted with the
work of Sagaranandi called Nataka-Lakshana-Ratnakosa and differs from
him also at several places. At one place Ramachandra differs from Mam-
mata also. In the matter of Rasa, he mainly relies on Abhinavagupta.
Ramachandra has divided Rasas into 2 parts — some like Sringara etc.
are Sukhatmaka while others like Karuna etc. are Duhkhatmaka.

Dhananjaya, being a Vaishnava, describes ten varieties of Rupaka,
connecting them with the ten Avataras of God Vishnu. Similarly, Rama-
chandra Suri, being a Jain, intends to connect the 12 varieties of Rupaka
with the 12 Angas of the Sacred Jain Scriptures. The work of Rama-
chandra is divided into 4 parts, each one called a Viveka. In the first
part, only the Nataka is discussed. In the second, the remaining eleven
varieties of Rupaka are discussed. In the third Vritti, Rasa etc. are de-
lineated and the fourth part discusses certain general topics connected
with Rupakas. Ramachandra has not only discussed- Nataka variety of
Rupaka fully but has also given detailed discussions of other varieties.
His illustrations are also numerous. He has taken them from 63 works
out of which eleven dramas are written by Ramachandra himself, Kali-
dasa, Bhavabhuti, Bhasa, Visakhadatta, Sriharsha and others are frequ-
ently quoted. Devichandragupta of Visakhadatta is helpful in reconstruct-
ing the history of the Guptas — a question arises whether Chandragupta
married the widow of his brother Ramagupta. Bhasa’s Swapna Vasava-
datta and Charudatta dramas are also referred to (Charudatta is referred
to as Daridracharudatta) but the verse quoted as from Swapna Vasava-
datta is not found in the presently available text.

Raghuvilasa, his own drama, is described by Ramachandra as one of
his four best dramas. Others of the best four are Raghavabhyudaya,
Yadavabhyudaya and Nalavilasa. '

Raghuvilasa is a Nataka while Kaumudi Mitrananda is a Prakarana.

Nataka is defined by Ramachandra as follows. It secures for us all
the three Purusharthas viz. Dharma, Artha and Kama. In it, there are
Ankas, Upaya, Dasa and Sandhi. Gods are helpful to the hero. It des-
cribes the life incidents of famous ancient kings. The hero is either
Dhiroddhata or Dhirodatta, or Dhiralalita or Dhiraprasanta.
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In Nataka, the main story is famous in history but in Prakarana, the
story is imaginary. In Nataka, the hero is some famous ancient king
but in Prakarana, the hero is the creation of the author’s imagination.
In Prakarana, the hero is either a Vanik, or a Vipra or a Sachiva. Sac-
hiva means one who looks after the affairs of the State. Thus, the hero
here can be either a minister or even the commander of the Army. In
Prakarana, divine beings do not come on the stage. The hero suffers
from many difficulties. The heroine is of middle-class family. There
are Dasas, merchants, and Vitas also in Prakarana. Ramachandra gives
seven varieties of Prakarana.

BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN JAYANTAKRISHNA H. DAVE
Bombay-400 007 . Hon. Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
May 3, 1982 and
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