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tttn‘mcd the power of helping others; to have
onguered desie is to have learned how to use
nd control the self ; to have attained to self-
k‘muwlcdgc is to have gdtreated to the inner
fortress whence the personal man carf be viewed
with impartiality ; to have secn the soul in its
loom is to have obtained a momentary glimpse
n thyself of the transfiguration which shall
eventually make thec more than man; to
Tecogniz is to achieve the great task of gazing
Ijpon the blazing light without dropping the cyes*®
*hind not thlling back in terror, as though before
{ ome ghastly phﬂn;om. Thig happens to some,
nd so when the victory is all but won it is lost.
o hear the Voice of the Silence is to understand
hat from within comed the only true guidance::
0 go to the Hall of Learning is to cnter the
tate in wiich learning becomes possible. Then
vill many words be written thpre for thee,and
vritten in fiery letterd for thee casil)fto read;
For when the disciple is ready, the Master is
iready, also. ’

1. Stand aside in the coming battle,.s
nd though thou fightest be not thou thes
varrior. \

2. Look for the Watrior, and let him
«ght ing thee.
3. Take his orders fOr. battle, and obey/\9
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4. E)bey him, not as thougf; he were af
general, but as though he Wwere thyself}
and his spoken worys were the utti: R
of thy secret desires; for he is thyself
yet infinitely wiser and stronger than thy-!'
self. Look for him, else in the fever an
hurry of the ight thou mayest pass himi
and he will not kifow thee unless thoy
knowest him. If thy cry meet his listen
ing ear, then will the fight in thee, and fil]
the dull void within. And if this is so
then canst thou go through the fight cool
and unwearied, standing aside aud letting
hinf battle for «chee. Then it will be im]
lossiblc for thee to strike one blow amiés?
But if thou Sook not for kim, i* thou pass
chim by, then there is no safeguard for
¢hee. Thy"brain will reel, thy heart grow
uncertain, and in the dust of the battle-
field thy sight and senses will fail, and thou
wilt not know thy frie-.ds from thy enemie..
He is thyself. Yet thou art but fini
and liable to error; he is eternal and
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ur8, He i eternal truth. When- once
he has entered thee and become thy
T op, he will neyer utterly desert

¢

i.uee; and at the day of the great peace
!ae will become one with thee.

| 5. Listen to the sdng of life.

¥

7 LooRfor it, and listen to it, ﬁltst in your own
heart. t first yot may®say, ‘It is not there ;
‘vhen I*search I find only discord.” Look
deeper, If agaa you are disappointed, pause
nd look deepers again. There is a natural
tnelody, an obscure fount in every human heart.
t may be hidden over &nd utterly concealed and
bilenced—but it is there. At the very base of
sour natuse you will find faith, hope, and love.
He,that chooses evil refuses to look within yiim-
;e!f, shuts his ears to she melody of his'heart, as
e'blinds his eyes to the lightof his soul. H%
floes, this becausg he finds it eagier to live in
Hesires. ,But underneath all life is the strong
Rurrent’ that cannot be checked; the greatt
"‘waters ate there in reality. Finl them, and
sou will perceive that none, not the most
‘wretched of cyeatures, but is a part of it,
mowever he blind himselféto the fact and build
y'o for himself a phantagmal outer form of horror.
Yo tha® gense it is thX I say to you: All
::0se beings among whom you struggle on are
. 'gments of the Divine, #And so deceptive is
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the illtsion in which you live, that it is hatd t
guess where you will first detect the sweet voic
in the hearts of others, But know that it is
certainly within yourself. Look for it there
and once having henri’.‘t, you will more readily
recognize it around you.

6. Store in your inemory the melod
you hear.,
7. Learn from it the lesson of hirmony|
8. You can stand uprigha now, ' firm as
a rock amid thg turmeil, obeying th
Warrior who is thyself and thy king
Unconcerned in the battle save to do his
bidding, having no longer any cgre as t
the result of the b.\ttle, for one thin
(’ﬂy is 1mportant, that the warrior shdll,
win, and ypu know he js mcapable; ot
defeat ; standing thus, cool and a\akened,
!;ase the hearing you have acquired by
;Jain and by the destruction of pain. Only
fragments of the grgat song come to your
ears while yet you apf. but man. But it
you listen to it, remfember it fzuthfully, 8C
that none which lLias reached you is lost
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nd endeavour to learn from it the mean-
ng of the mystery which surrounds you
n time you will nggd no teacher. PFor
s the individual has voice, so* has that
n which the individual exists. Life itself
has speech and is never silent. And its
futteramce is not, as you thateare deaf may
suppode, a cry :sit is & song. Learn froms
it that ‘you age part of the harmony; learn
from it to obey the laws of the harmony.

9. Regard earnestly all the life that

[

surrounds you.

10. Learn to look intelligently into the
hgarts of men.8
(I Erom an absolutely imPersonal point of
Qview, otheryise your sight is cojoured. There-
jfore igpsrsonality must first be understood.
; Intelligence is impartial: no man is yous
"enemy:* no man is your friend, All alike age*
7your teachers. Your enemy becomes a mystery
rithat must be solved, even though it take ages;
for man must be understood. Your friend
tYbecomes a part of yotqgelf, an extension of your-
. 'self, @riddle hard to r*ad. Only one thing is

" more difficult to know—your own heart. Not
* pntil the bonds of persobality are loosed can
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that prBfound mystery of ;clf begin to be seen,
Not till you stand aside from it, wilf it in any way
reveal itself to your understanding. Then, and
not till then, can you gsgsp and guide it. Then,
and not till fhen, can you use all its powers, and
devote them to a worthy service.

11. Regard most earnestly your own
heart.

12. For through yeur own heart Tomes |
"the one light which can illuminate llfe
and make- it clear to your eyes. ;

Study the hearts of men that you may

, know what is that wdrld in which you
live and of which you will tq be a
part., Regard the constantly changing
moving life which surrodnds you, for it i
formed by thg hearts of meg; and as v
learn to uhderstand their constitutfon and

}caning, you will by degrees be able to
réad the larger word of life.

13. Speech comes pnly with” knowledge.
Attain to knowledge ayyou will attain to
speech.? B

% It is impossible to*help others till you have



$woHT oN THE PATH 2%

obtained some certainty of your own.” When -
you have learged the first twenty-one rules and
have entered the Hall of Learning, with your
powers developed and sgnse unchained, then you
jwill find there is a fount within you from which
speech will arise.

After the thirteenth rule I can add no words to
what is already writtef,

My peace [ give unto you. A,

Thest notes age wristen only for those to
whom { give my peace; those who can rea
what I have \nttcn with the inner as \\ell as
the outer scnse., ' .

14. Having ()bti;lint‘d the usé.of the
inner senses, having conquered the desires
of the duter scnses, having conquered the
desires of the individual soul, apd Having
(‘)htgined knowledge, prepgre now, O dis-
ciple, to gntes upon the way in reality.
The ‘pith is found: make your.sclf ready
to tread it.

15. Inquire of the earth, the air, and
the water, of the secrets they hold for you.
The jdevelopment \of your inner senses
will"enable you to do this.

16. Ipanire of the *Holy Ones of the
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. earth ‘of the sccrets they hold for you.
The conquering of the desires of *the
outer senses will giye you the right to
do this.

17. Inquire of the inmost, the One, of
its final secret which' it holds for you
through the ages.

The great and &ifficult victory, the
conquering of the desires of the indivi-

dual soul, is a work of ages; therefore
expect mot to obtain its rewards until
ages of experience have been accumulated.
When the time of learning this seven-
teenth rule is rgached, man is on the
threshold of becgming more than man.

18. The kngwledge whiche is gow yours
§ only yours because your soul Hus be-
wome one with all pure souls and with
the inmost. [t is a trust vested in you by
the Most High, Batray it, misuse your
knowledge or neglect,i[and it is possible
even now for you to fall from the high
estate you have attained. Great ones fall
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back, everf from the threshold, umible to,
sustain the, weight of their responsibility,
unable to pass on,  Therefore look for-
ward always with awe and trembling to
this moment, and be prepared for the
battle,

19., It is written that for him who is on
the careshold,of divinity no law can t_).e.
framed, no guide can exist. Yet to en-
lighten the"disciplc, the final -struggle
may be thus expressed:

Hold fast to that which has neither,
substance nor existence.
© 20. Listen only to the voice which is
soundless, ’

1. Look oply on that which is invisible
alikee 2o the inner and the outer sense.

PEACE BE WITH YOU



COMMENTS

BEFORE THE RYES CAN SEE THEY r"nm
BE INCAPABLE OF JEARS

It should be very clearly remembered by
all readers of this volume th':lt it is 2 hook
which may appear to $ave some little
philosophy in it, but very little scpse, to
those ,who behuc it to be written in
ordmary En;,hxh To tht many who read
in this manner i will be—-not caviare'so
much as dfives strong of tl.lcir 'sult, Be
.w"arned and read but a little in this way.
There is another way of reading, which
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alchemical works are written in the “cipher
of which I speak; it has been used by the
great philosophers ard poets of all time.
It is used systematically by the sAdepts in
life and knowledge, who, seemingly giving
out their deepest wisdom, hide in the very
words which frame it its aetual mystery.
They cannot d- more,  There is a law of|
Naturé which insists that a man shall read
these mysteries for himself. By no other
method can he obtain them. A man who
desires to live must cat his food himself;
this is the simple law of nature—which
:l})plics also to the higher life, A man
who would live and act {n it cannot be
fed like a babe with a spoon s he must eat
for hunself. '

I, pfopuse to put into new and some- -
times plainer language parts of LiGHT oN
THE Path; but whether this effort of mine
will geally be any ‘uterpretation | cannot
say. To a deaf and dumb man a truth is
made no more intelligible if, in order to
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make it so, some misguided linguist trans-
late the words in which it is couched into
jevery living or deadskunguage, and shouts
‘these different phrases in his ear. But
for those who are not deaf and dumb one
language is generally casier tha1 the rest;
and it is to sueh as these I address fhyself.
o. The very first apHorism® of LighT on
THE PatH, included under Rart l,. have,
I know’ well, remained sealed as to their
inner meaning to many who haverother-
wise followed slc purpose of the book.
There are four proven and certath truths
with tegard to the cntr;:ncc to occultism.
The Gates of Gold bar that threshqld;
yet there are éome who pass those Gates
«nd discover the sublime and illimitable
bgyond. In the far spaces of Timg all
will pass those gates. But I am one who
wish that Time, the great deluder, were
not so over-masterfy!. To those, who
know and love him [ have no word to
say; but to the others—and there are not
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amid the mgin‘g of the storm. ° The
isilence may last a moment” of time or it
may last a thousand years. But it will
nd. Yet you will carry its strengéh with

ou. Again and again the battle must
e fought and won.” It is only for an
aterval that Nature can be still.®

*5> The aepening of the gloom is the gloriors
moment when pefeption awakes: with it come
onfidence, knowlgdge, certainty’® The pause
f the soul is thc moment of wonder, and the
ext moment of satisfasion, that is the silence.
Know, O disciple, that those who have passed
hrough the silence, and felt its peace and
etained its strength, they long that you shall
ass through it also. Therctore, in the Hall of
.carning, when he is capable of entering there,
he diskiple will always find his Master. ’
Thdse that eask 3hall have. But though the
rdinary nan asks perpetually, his voice is not
card. Fer he asks with his mind only; and
he voice of the mind is only heard on that plane
n which the mind acts. Therctore, not until
he first twenty-One rulesrare gassed do I say
10se that ask shall have.

To reag!, in the occult scnse, is to read with
he eyes of the rpirit. T. ask is to {gel the
unger within--the yearning of spiritual aspira-
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tion. ¢ To Be able to read means hiaving obtained
the power in a.small degree of gratifying that
hunger. When the disciple is ready to’learn,
then he is accepted, acknowledged, recognized,
It must, be so, for he has lit his lamp, and it
cannot be hidden. But to learn is impossibld
until the first great battle has been won. Thy
mind may recognize” truth, but the spiri
cannot receive it. Once having passed through
the storm and attaincd the peace, it is the
always possible to leann, even though the discipl
vaver, hesitate, and turn aside, The Voit
f the Silence remaifis withii® him, and thougt
1e leave tht *Path utterly, vet onc day it wil
-esound, and rend him asunder and separat
his passions from his divine possibilities, Theq
with pain and desperate cries from the deserte
lower self, he will return.

Therefore I say, Peace be. with you, ‘M
peace I give unto you,” can only be said by tk
Master to the beloved disciples who are as hin
self. There are some even among those “vho ai
ignoraat of the Eastern wislom, to whon th
can be said, and to whom it can Guily be sa
*with more complcteness.

& Regard the three truths. They are equal.

These written abows are the first of t
rules which are svritten on the walls
the Hall of Learning. Those that a
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ghall have " Thoses that desire. to, read
shall read.’ Those that desire to learn
shall learn.

PEACE BE WITH YOU.
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80 yery fcw%a; soma may fancy—to swhom
the passage of time is as the stroke of a
sledge-hammer, and the sense of space
like the bars of an iron cage, I will trans-
late and re-translate, until they under-
stand fully.

The four truths written on the first
sage of LIGHT oN THB PATH refer to the
trial initiation of thL would-be Occultist.'
Until he has® p"chd it, he gannot even
reach to the latch of the Gate which ad-
mits to knowledge.s Knowledge is man’s
greatest inheritance; why, then, should
he not aftempt to reach it by every pos-
snhlt. road? The laboratory is not the
on() oLround for experiment; science, we
musi remembef, is derived from  sciens,
rescnt p.utmph of scire, “to knyw's
its ori mn is similar to that of the word
“discern,” “to ken" Science does not
herefore deal only with nfatter, no, not
ven igs subtlest and obscurest forms.
Such ‘an idea is born mercly of the idle
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_ spirit of the age. Science is alword which
covers all forms of knowledge. It is ex-
ceedingly interesting to hear what chemists
discover, and to sée them finding their
way through the densities of matter to
its finer forms; but there are other kinds
of knowledge than this, and it is not
everyone who restrigts his (strictly scien-

" tific) desire for knowledgd to experiments?
which ar¢ cgpable of l)cing" tested by the
physical senscs.

Everyone who is sot a dullard, or a.
man stupcfied by some predominant vice,
has_guessed, or cven perhaps discovered
with some certainty, that there are suhtle
eenses lying within the physical scnséé;
there is nothing at all &trsordinary in
" this; if we took the trouble to call Nature
‘into the witness-box we should ﬂ'nd that
everything which is perceptible to the
ordinary sighf has” something even more
important than itself hidden within4it; the
microscope has opened a world to us, but
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vithth those éncasem®nts which the micro-
jcope . reveals, lies a mystery which no
hachinery can probe.
The whole world is animated and lit,
own to its most material shapes, by a
orld within it.  Thissinner world is called
jstral by some people, and it,is as good
word as any gther! though it merely
peans ssarry; but the stars, as Locke
ointed out, are luminous boflies which
ive light of themselves.  This quality
b characteristic of the light which lies
ithin matfer; for those who see it need
o lamp to see It by. The word “stan”
*or.c_ovcr, is derived from the Anglo-Saxon
stir-ah,” to stee‘r, to stir, to move, and
ndeniably it is the inner life which is
haster of ¢he outer, just as a man's brain
uides the movements of his lips. So that
though Astral 1s no very exgellent word
itself, I am content to use it for my
resent urpose,
The whole of LigHT ox THB PatH is
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writfen in an astral ‘cipher a‘nd can there.’
fore only be deciphered by one who read
astrally.  And its teaching is chiefl
directed towards the cultivation and de
velopment of the astral life. Until th
first step has been saken in this develop)
ment the swift knowledge which is calleg
intuition with certainty, is impossible t
man. And this pegitive and certain intd!
tion is the only form of knowledge whic:
enables a man to work'rapidly or reac
his true and high eState, within the lim
of his conscious cffort. To obtain knov
ledge by experiment is® too tedious

method for those who desire to accompliJ
real work; he who gets lt by ‘terta
intuition lays hands on its Various forn

with supreme rapidity, by flerce effort,
will ; as a determined workman grasps I‘ﬁ
tools, mdlﬁ'«.rcnt to their weight or a
other difficulty which may stand in b
way. . He does not stay for each to |
tested—he uses such as he sces are fittes
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Al the rules cdntained in LichT on
THE . PATH are written for all disciples,
but only for discipleg—those who *take
knowledge.” To none else but the stu-
dent in this school are its laws of any use
or interest. .

To all who are interested seriously in
Occultism, I spy fitst—take knowledge.
To him who bath shall be given. It is
useless to wait for it. The wamb of Time
will close before you, and in later years
you will remain uftborn, without power.
I therefgre say to those who have any
hunger or thirst for knowledge, attend to
thése Rules.

THey are none of my handicraft or in-
vention, They are merely the phrasidy
f lawse in super-nature, the putting intd
Evords' truths as absolute in their own
sphere as those laws which govern the
conduct of the earth and its atmosphere.

The®senses spoken of in these four
i tatements are the astral, or inner senses.
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No'man desires to ee that light which
illumines the spaceless soul until .pain
and sorrow and despair have driven him
away from the life of ordinary humanity.
First he wears out pleasure, then he wears
out pain—till, at last, his eyes become in-
capable of tears.

This is a truism, lthopugh [ know per-
fectly well that it will megt withea vehe'
ment deniaf from many who are in sym.
pathy with thoughts which spring from
the inner life. 7To “see with the astra'
sense of sight is a form of activity which
it ie difficult for us to understand imme-
diately. The scientist knows very wel
what a miracle is achievgd by each”chilk
that is born into the world, when it firs
Eonqucrs its eyesight and compels it t
obey its brain. An equal miracle is per
formed with ach sense certainly, but thi
ordering of sight is perhaps the mo:
stupenglous effort.  Yet the chilf doc
it almost unconsciously, by force of th
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yov:'erful heredity df habit. No or® now
is aware that he has ever done it at all;
just as we cannot recpllect the individual
movements which enabled us to walk up
a hill a year ago. This arises from the
fact that we move and live and have our
being in matter. Our knowlgdge of it has
become intuitive.

With our gstral IWe it is very much’
otherwise. For long years p2st,-man has
lpaid very little attention to it—so little
that he has practfally lost the use of
his senses. It is true, in every civiliza-
'tion the star arisecs and man confegses,
with more or less of folly and confusion,
that®he knows, himself to be. But mos?
often he demes it, and in being a materi-
alist becomes that strange being, a beirg
which cannot see its own light, a thing of
life which will not Ii\'.c. an astral animal
which has eyes, and cars, and speech,
and gower, yet will use none qf these
gifts. This is the casc, and the habit of
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ignorance has become so confirmed, that
now nonc will see with the inner vision
till agony has made the physical eyes
not only unseeing, but without tears—the
moisture of life, To be incapable of tears
is to have faced and conquered the simple
human natuge, and to have attained an
equilibrium which chnnog be shaken by
personal emotions. ¢ It does not* imply
any hardnes$ of heart, or any indifference.
[t does not imply the exhaustion of sor-
row, when the suffering soul seems power-
less to suffer acutely any longer: it does
not mean the deadness of old age, when
emotion is becoming dull because the
strings which vibrate to jt are wearing
sut. None of these conditions are fit for
v disciple, and if any one of them exist in’
1im, it must be overcome before the Path
:an be cntcrcd' upon. Hardness of heart
relongs to the selfish man, the egotist, to
vhom the Gate is for ever closed. *Indif-
erence belongs to the fool and the false
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rlosopher; those whose lukewarmpness
iakes. them mere puppets, not strong
nough to face the reglities of existence.
Vhen pain or sorrow has worn out the
ecnness of suffering, the result is a leth-
rgy not unlike thag which accompanies
Id age, as it is usually experienced by
nen and women, Such a condition makes
the entrance to the Path impossible, be-
cause the first step is one of {ifficulty and
needs a strong man full of psychic and
physical vigour to Attempt it.

It is g truth that, as Edgar Allan Poe
said, the eyes are the windows fnr the
soul, the windows of that haunted p’ll.lCL
in Which it d\\dls This is the vers
ncarut m'tmpramtlon into ordinary lan-
gugge of the meaning of the text. i’
grief, dismay, disappointment or  plea?
sure can shake the soul so that it loses
its fixed hold on thd caffn spirit which
inspifes it, and the moisture of life breaks
forth, drowning knowledge in ::cnsation,
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then all is blurred, tl.e windows are ‘dar
kened, the light is useless. This. is a
literal a fact as that if a man, at the edg
of a precipice, loses his nerve through
some sudden emotion he will certainly
fall. The poise of thg body, the balance,
must be preserved, not only in dangerous
places, but even on level ground, and
with all the assistance Nature gives us
by the law of gravitation. So it is with
the soul: it is the link between the outer
body and the starry:spirit beyond; the
divine spark dwells in the still place
where no convulsion of Nature can shake
the ;lir; this is so always. But the soul
«ay lose its hold on that, its knowledge
of it, even though these two are part of
one whole; and it is by emotion, §y, sen-
Sation, that this hold is loosed. To suffer
either pleasure or pain causes a vivid

vibration which is, to the consciousness

of man, life. Now this sensibility' does
1 . .

not lcssen when the disciple enters upon
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is 'training ; it incheases. It is th® first
lest of his strength; he must suffer, must
:njoy or endure, moro keenly than other
nen, while yet he has taken on him a
futy which does not exist for other men,
hat of not allowingehis suffering to shake
im from his fixed purpose., He has, in
ct, at the firgt step to take himself
eadily» in hgnd and put the bit into
is own mouth; no one elst can-do it
r him.
The first four aphorisms of LicHT ox
g PATH refer entirely to astral develop-
ent. This dévelopment must be accam-
lished to a certain extent—that is to say,
mlist be fully entered upon— before
m'nmlcr of the boolk is really in-
lll;.,lh\e. except to the intellect; in fnct.
fore’ it can be read as a practical, not a
ctaphysical treatise.
In one of the ;,u'\t m)em Brother-
oods there are four ceremonies that take
lace early in the year, which practically
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illustfate and clucidate these aphorism
They are ceremonies in which only novices
take part, for the; are simply services
of the threshold. But it will show hO\\i
serious a thing it is to become a dis
ciple, when it is understood that thes
are all ceremonies of sacrifice. The firs
one is this of which I bave been speak
ing. The keenest ¢njoyment, the bitter
est pain, the anguish of loss and despai
are brought to bear on the tremblin
soul, which has not” yet found light i
the darkness, which is helpless 23 a blin
maaq is: and until these shocks can'H
“endured without loss of equilibrium .t
“astral senses must remain scaled. ' Th
is the merciful law. The “mediur,” ¢

T spiritualist,” who rushes into the psych?
world without preparation, is a law-breakes
a breaker of the laws of super-nature
Those who break Nature's laws lose thei
physical health ; those who break the law
of the inner life lose their psychic health
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« Mediums” become mad, suicides®mis-
able creatures devoid of moral sense;
ad often end as unbdelievers, doubters
en of that which their own eyes have
en. The disciple is compelled to be-
me his own master before he adven-
res on this perilous path agd attempts
face those beings who live and work
the Astraleworld, 2nd whom we call
asters, becausg of their greaf’ knowledge
id their ability to control not only them-
lves but the forces around them.

The coadition of the soul when it lives
- "the life of sensation as distinguisied
Ur’n that of knowledge, is vibratory or
cillting, gs distinguished from fised.
hat *& the necarest literal representation
the fact; but it is only literal to the
tellect, not to the intuition. For this
prt of man's mnscio:xsncis a different
cabulary is needed.  The idea of “fixed”
ight -;.)erh'aps be transposed into ghat of

at home.” In sensation no permanent
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homé& can be found, because change .
the law of this vibratory existence. - Th:
fact is the first one which must be learnc
by the disciple. It is useless to paus
and weep for a scene in a kalcidoscop
which has passed. «

It is a very well known fact, one witl
which Bulwer Lytton dealt with grea
power, that an intblerable sadness is th
very first eéxperience of the Neophyte i
Occultism. A sense of blankness fal
upon him which makes the world a wast
and life a vain exertion. This follow
hise first serious contemplation of 'tk
abstract. In gazing, or even in attemp
ing to gaze, on the incflable mystery
his own higher nature, he I1i;11sclf vaus
the initial trial to fall on him. The osci

lation between pleasure and pain cease

for perhaps an instant of time; but tha
is enough to have ‘cut him loose from hil
fast moorings in the world of sehsatio
He has experienced, however briefly, th
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eafer life; and he goes on with ordjnary
istence weighted by a sense of unreality,
blank, of horrid n(;gution. This was
1c nightmare which visited Bulwer
ytton'’s neophyte in Zanoni; and even
anoni himself, whp had learned great
ruths, and been intrusted with great
wers, had not actually 'pussed the
hreshold \vhv.:r_e fearq and hope, despair

d joy, seem at one moment absolute
alitics, at the ‘hext mere forms of fincy.
This initial trial is» often brought on us
life it.self. For life is, after all, the
eat teacher.. We return to study it,
téer we have acquired power ovcr. it,
st s the master in chemistry learns
orein tht la.horntory than his pupil
ws. There are persons so near the
sor 'of knowledge that life itself pre-
ares them for it, and no individual hand
as to invoke the hideoud guardian of
e etrance.  These must naturally be
cen and powerful organizations, 'capable
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of the most vivid pleasure; then* paj
comes and fllls its great duty. The ﬁm]
intensc forms of §ulfcring fall on such
nature, till at last it arouses from iT
stupor of consciousness, and by the forg
of its internal vitality steps over th
threshold into a place of peace. The
the vibration of life |()5C< its power (
tyranny. The sengjtive naturc must su
fer still; but the soul has “freed itself ar)
stand aloof, guiding the 'life towards it
greatness.  Those who are the subject
of Time, and go slowly throu;ih all hi
spaces, live on through.a long-draw
scr.ics of sensations, and suffer a constar]
mingling of pleasure and of pain. « The
do not dare to take the "snake of self i
& steady grasp and conquer it, so becon
ing divine; but prefer to go on frettin
through divers experiences, suffering blow
from the oppdsingdorces,

When one of the subjects of tim
decides to enter on the path of Occultisny
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i ths which is bis st task, Jf e
1as not taught it to him, if he is not
trong enough to tca.ch himself, and if
1 has power cnough to demand the help
of a Master, then this fearful trial, de-
icted in Zanoui, is put upon him. The
scillation in which he lives is for an
nstant stilled; and he has’ to survive
he shqck of hcmg yhat scems to him
t first slght as the abyss of.m)thm;,ncqs
Not till he hab learned to dwell in this
byss, and has found its peace, is it
possiblefor his cyes to have become
incapable of tears,



1

BEFORE THE BAR CAN HEAR, IT MUST
HAVE LOST ITS SENSITIVBNESS

The first four rules of LioHT oy THE PaTi
are undoubtedly, curious tlio'ugh the state
ment may seem, the most ilportant in the
whole book, save one anly. Why they ar.
so important is that they contain the vita
law, the very creative essence of the astra
man. And it is only in the astral (or self
silluminated) consciousness that the rule
which follow them have any Iving mean
igg. Once attain to the use of the astra
rsenscs, and it becomes a matter of cours
that one commences to use them; and th
later rules arenbut sguidance in their use
When [ speak like this | mean, natrally
that th"e first four rules are the one
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'ﬁicfl are of importance and interest to
10s¢, who read them in print upon a page.
Vhen they are engrayed on the man’s
bart and on his life, unmistakably, then
he other rules become not merely interest-
g or extraordinary, metaphysical state-
ents, but actual facts in life 'which have
b be grasped and experienced.

The four rules staad written in the
aat chamber of every actual®lodge of a
ing Brotherhood. Whether the man is
out to sell his sotl to the devil, like
wst ; whether he is to be worsted in the

ttle, like Hamlet; or whether he is_ to
$$ on within the precincts; in any case
cse® words are for him. The man can
j00se bct\\'ccn.virtuc and vice, but not
itil.he {8 a man; a babe or a wild animaP
jnnot so choose.  Thus with the disciple ;
must first become a disciple before he
n even sce the paths t& ch8ose between.
is effort of creating himself as a djsciple,

rebirth, he must do for himself without
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any ‘eacher. Until the four rules a
learned no teacher can be of any use
him; and that is why “the Masters” a
referred to in the way they are. No re
Masters, whether Adepts in power, in lov
or in blackness, can affect a man till the
four rules age passed.

Tears, as | have said, may be called t
moisture of life. The soul must kave [
aside the ethotions of humanity, must hz
secured a balance which cannot be shak
by misfortune, befort its eyes can op
upon the super-human world.

The voice of the Masters is always
the world; but only those hear it why
ears are no longer receptive of the dour
which affect the personal life. Laugh
*no longer lightens the heart, anger may
longer enrage it, tender words bring it
balm. For that within, to which the ¢
are as an odter Bateway, is an unshal
place of peace in itself which ne per
can disturb.
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As the eyes are the windows of th® soul,
are the ears its gateways or doors.
hrough them comes?knowledge of the
nfusion of the world. The great ones
ho have conquered life, who have become
ore than disciplesy stand at peace and
ndisturbed amid the vibration,and kalcido-

opic movement,of humanity. They hold
ithin shemsglves a certain knowledge, as
ell as a perfect peace; and thus they are
st roused or excited by the partial and
roneous fragments *of information which
¢ brought to their ears by the changing
ices of those around them. Whep |
ak of knowledge I mean intuitive know-
g¢. This cerfain information can never )
obtained T»y hard work or by experiment ;
r these methods are only applicable td
tter, and matter is in itsclf a perfectly
certain substance, continually affected
change. The most hibsolute and uni-
rsal daws of natural and physical life,
vaderstood by the scientist, wall pass
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away “when the life of this universel ha
passed away, and only its soul is left i
the silence. Whatrthen will be the valu
of the knowledge of its laws acquired b
industry and observation?

I pray that no reader or critic wi
imagine that by what I have said I inten
to depreciate or disparage acquired kno
ledge, or the work ®f scientists. <On tl
contrary, I hold that scientific men a
the pioneers of modern thought. Ti
days of literature and of art, when poc
and sculptors saw the divine Yight, ai
put it into their own grcat language
these days lie buried in the long past wi
the ante-Phidian sculptors and the" pi
Homeric poets.  The Mysteries no long
fule the world of thought and beaut
human life is the governing power, 1
that which lics beyond it. But ¢
scientific worliers ire progressing, not
much hy their own will as by shecc fo
of circumstances, towards the far |
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hich divides things interpretable?® from
ings uninterpretable. Every fresh dis- '
very drives them a Step onward, there-
re do I very highly esteem the knowledge
tained by work and experiment.
But intuitive knowledge is an entirely
flerent thing. It is not acquired in any
ay, but is, 8o tg speak, a faculty of the
ul; ot the. anim&l soul, that which
comes a ghogt after death‘, when lust
liking or the memory of ill-deeds holds
to the ncighbourh?)od of human beings,
it the adivine soul which animates all
¢ external forms of the individualieed
.l.‘lg.
This is, of caurse, a faculty which in-
cclls in that soul, which is inherent.
e'wouwld-be disciple has to arouse him®
fto the consciousness of it by a flerce
resolute and indomitable cffort of
I 1 use the word “indomitable for a
cial® reason.  Only he who is untam-
e, who cannot bc dominated, who
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knows he has to play the lord over me:
over facts, over all things save his. ow
divinity, can arouse this faculty. Wit
The scej

’

faith all things are possible.
tical laugh at faith, and pride themselve
on its absence from. their own mind
The truth ig that faith is a great engin
an enormous power, which, in fact, c
accomplish all things:  For it is the cov
nant or engigement between man's divie
part and his lesser self.

The use of this englne is quite necessa
in order to obtain intuitive knowledg
for unless a man belicves such knowled
exists within himself how can he clai
and usc it? R

Without it he is more hclplelss than a
riftwood or wreckage on the great il
of the ocean. They are cast hithet a
thither indeed; so may a man be by t
chances of fortunc® But such adventu
are puacly external and of very snvall ¢
count. *A slave may be dragged throu
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¢ streets in chains, and yet retaip the
tiet_soul of a philosopher, as was well -
en in the person of Epictetus. A man
ay have every worldly prize in his pos-
'ssion, and stand absolute master of his
arsonal fate, to al appearance, and yet
¢ knows no peace, no certainty, because
¢ is shaken within himself by every
de of sthought that e touches on.  And
hese changing tides do not merely sweep
he man hodil.y hither and thither like
riftwood on the water; that would be
othing., They enter into the gateways of
is soul, and wash over that soul, and
pake it blind and blank and void of all
jerthanent intelligence, so that passing
hipression$ 'aﬂ‘:'ct it.

To ake my meaning plainer [ will use

1 illustration.  Take an author at his
riting, a painter at his canvas, a com-
ser listening to the ancladies that dawn
ponehis- glad imagination: let any one
f these workers pass his daily hours by
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a wide window looking on a busy stre
The power of the animating life blin
sight and hearing: alike, and the gre
traffic of the city goes by like nothi
but a passing pageant. But a man who
mind is empty, whose day is objectle:
sitting at that same window, notes t
passers-by and remembers the faces th
chance to please or interest him.- So
is with the mind in its relation to etern
truth, If it no longer transmits its flu
tuations, its partial knowledge, its unr
liable information to the soul; sthen

the _inner place of peace, already foui
when the first rule has been learned—
‘that inner place there leaps into flar
the light of actual knowledge. Th
the ears begin to hear. Very dim'y, ve
faintly at first. And, indeed, so faint a
tender are these first indications of t
commencement of ‘true, actual life, th
they are.sometimes pushed aside as'.me
fancics, smerc imaginings. But befo
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se are capable of becoming more than
re~imaginings, the abyss of nothing-
ss has to be faced® in another form.
e utter silence which can only come
} closing the ears to all transitory sounds

mes as a more appalling horror than
en the formless emptiness of space.
r only mentgl conception of blank
ce 18, I think, when reduced to its
rest element of thought, tHat of- black
rkness. This is a great physical terror
most persons, and when regarded as
cternal and unchangeable fact, must
an to the thind the idea of annihjla-
n rather than anything else. But it is
ohhtcmtlon of one sense only; and
sound of ‘a voice may come and bring
orte even in the profoundest dark®
8." The disciple, having found his way
o0 this blackness, which is the fearful
'ss, must then so stut tHe gates of his
| that no comforter can entec there
any enemv.  And it is in*making
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this second effort that the fact of pa
and pleasure being but one sensati
becomes recognizdole by those who ha
before been unable to perceive it. F
when the solitude of silence is reach:
the soul hungers so flercely and passic
ately for some sensation on which to re
that a painful one wowd be as keei
welcomed as a pleatant one. Wien t
consciousness is reached the courage
man by seizing and retaining it may
stroy the “ sensitiveness ™ at once. Wi
the ear no longer discriminates? betw
that which is pleasant or that which
painful it will no longer be affected
‘the voices of others. And then itis s
and possible to open the doors of
$oul. '
“Sight” is the first cffort, and

easiest, because it is accomplished pai
by an intellectual *effort.  The inteli
can conquer the heart, as is well ‘knc
in ordittary life.  Therefare this preli
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step still lics within the domeinion
matter. But the second step allows of °
such assistance no? of any material

whatever.  Of course, | mean by
terial aid the action of the brain, or
otions, or human, soul. In compelling
cars to listen only to the eternal
nce, the being we call man becomes
ething which is no longer man. A
y superficial survey of tht thousand
one influences which are brought to
r on us by otherd will show that this
st be 60. A disciple will fulfil all the
ies of his manhood; but he will fylfl
m according to his own sense of
ht; and not gccording to that of any
son or body of persons. This is a
y.cvigent result of following the crecd
knbwledge instead of any of the blind
eds.

o obtain the pures sildhce necessary
the disciple, the heart and emotions,
brain and its intellectualisms, dave to
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be put aside. Both are but mechanisn
which will perish with the span of ma:
life. It is the essence beyond, that whi
is the motive power, and makes man Iit
that is now compelled to rouse itself a
act. Now is the greatest hour of dang
In the first_trial men go mad with fe:
of this first trial Bulwgr Lytton wrc
No novelist has fokowed to the secc
trial, though some of the poets have.
subtlety and great danger lie in the f
that in the measure of a man's stren;
is the measure of his chance of pass
beyond it or coping with it at all. If
has power enough to awaken that un
customed part of himself, the supre
essence, then has he power to lift
Gates of Gold, then he is the true alc
mist, in possession of the elixir of hft
It is at this point of expericnce t
the Occultist becowies separated from
other rgen and enters on to a life-wl
is his ewn; on to the path of indivic
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plishment instead of mere obedience
> genii which rule our earth. This
5 of himself into an individual power
in reality identify him with the
+ forces of life, and make him one
them. For they stand beyond the
s of this carth and the laws of this
'se. Here lies man’s only hope of
ssein the great effort; to leap right
from his present standboint to his
and at once become an intrinsic part
¢ divine power® as he has been an
sic gpart of the intellectual power,
» great mature to which he belongs.
tands always in advance of himself,
h a contradiction can be understood.
‘he mc'n'wh.o adhere to this position,
bglieve in their innate power of
ess, and that of the whole race, who
the Elder Brothers, the pioneers.
man has to acsomplish the great
for himsclf and without aid: yet it
mething of a staff to lean' on to
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knovg that others have gone on that r_o}gd.
It is possible that they have been lost in
the abyss; no matter, they have had the
courage to enter it. Why I say that it
is possible that they have been lost in the
abyss is because of, this fact, that one
who has pagsed through is unrecognizable
until the other and alt.ogether new con-
dition is attained by both. It is unneces-
sary to enfer upon the subject of what
that condition is at pres.ent. I only say
this, that in the early state in which man
is entering upon the silence,,he loses
knowledge of his friends, of his lovers, of
all who have been near and dear to him;
and also loses sight of his Teachers and
of those who have prcc.eded him on his
way. | explain this because scarce, one
passes through without bitter complaint.
Could but the mind grasp beforehand that
the silence mmist ke complete, surely this -
complajnt need not arise as a higdrance
on thesPath. Your Teacher or your pre-
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decessor may hold your hand in hig and
give you the utmost sympathy the human
heart is capable of. But when the silence
and the darkness come, you lose all know-
ledge of him; you are alone and he cannot
help you, not because his power is gone,
but because you have invoked your great
enemy. '

By yqur great enegiy I mean yourself.
If you have the power to fade your own
soul in the darkness and silence, you will
have conquered thee physical or animal
self which dwells in sensation only.

This statement, I fear, will appear in-
volved, but in reality it is quite simf)lc.
Man, when he has reached his fruition,
and civilization"is at its height, stands
between two fires. Could he but claim
his grca't inheritance, the encumbrance of
the mere animal life would fall away from
him without difficulty., But he does not
do thi.g, and so the races of men flower
and then droop, and die, and dgcay off
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the face of the earth, however splendid
.~ the bloom may have been. And it is léit

to the individual tq make this great effort;

to refuse to be terrified by his greater

nature, to refuse to be drawn back b);

his lesser or more material self. Every

individual who accomplishes this is a re-

deemer of the race. He may not blazon
forth his deeds, hee ma;r_ dwell ip secref
and silence,*but it is a fact that he forms

a link between man and his divine part;

between the known aaid the unknown; be-

tween the stir of the market-place and the

stillness of the snow-capped Himalayas.

He has not to go about among men in

order to form this link; in the astral he

is that link, and this fact “fiakes him a

being of another order from the rest of

mankind. Even so early on t.helroad

towards knowledge, when he has but

talen the secand step, he finds his footing -
more certain, and becomes conscious that

he is a recognized part of a whole,
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This is one of the contradictions ig life
which. occur so constantly that they afford
fuel to the fiction writer. The Occultist
finds them become much more marked
as he endeavours to live the life he has
chosen, As he retyeats within himself
and becomes self-dependent, he finds him-
self more definitely becomm;., part of a
ﬁuat tide of definite ¢hought and feeling.
When he has learned the first lesson,
conquered the .hunger of the heart, and
refused to live on the love of others, he
finds himgself more capable of inspiring
love. As he flings life away, it comes, to
him in a new form and with a new mean-
ing, The world has always been a place
with many *contradictions in it to man;
when he becomes a disciple he finds life
is describable as a series of paradoxes.
This is a fact in Nature, and the reason
« for it is intelligible enpugh. Man’s soul
“ dwel's like a star apart,” eventhat of
the vilest among us: while his conscious-

d
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ness r's under the law of vibratory and
sensuous life,  This alone is enough to
cause those complications of character
which are the material for the novelist;
every man is a mystery to friend and |
enemy alike, and to himself. His motives
are often pndiscoverable, and he cannot |
probe to them, or know why he does this,
or that. The disciple’s effort is that of
awaking' cOnsciousness in this starry
part of himself, where his power and
divinity lie sleeping.* As this conscious-
ness becomes awakened, the contradictions
in the man himself becom¢ more marked
than ever; and so do the ‘paradoxes which,
he lives through. For, of course, man
creates his own lifc; and “adventures are
%o the adventurous” is one of those wise
proverbs which are drawn from actual
fact, and cover the whole area of human
experience.

Pressure on the divine part ¢f man
reacts upon the animal part. As the
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silent soul awakes, it makes the ordinary
life of the man more purposeful, more
vital, more real and responsible. To
.keep to the two instances already men-
tioned: the Occultist who has withdrawn
into his own citadel has found his strength;
immediately he becomes aware of the
demands of duty,upon him, He does not
obtain his strength 8y his own right, but
because he is a part of the' whole; and
as soon as he is safe from the vibration
‘of life and can stand unshaken, the outer
world cries out to him to come and labour
in'it. So with the heart. When it no
longer wishes to take, it is called upon
to give abu.ndar;tly. LiGHT oN THE PaTH
has been called a book of paradoxes, and
‘very justly; what else could it be, when
it deals with the actual personal experi-
ence of the disciple?

To have acquired tde dstral senses of
sight ‘and’ hearing; or, in other words,
to have attained perception and opened
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the deors of the soul, are gigantic tasks
and may talie the sacrifice of many. suc-
cessive incarnations, And yet, when the
will has reached its strength, the whole
miracle may be worked in a second of
time, Then is the dissiple the servant of
Time no longer.

These first two steps are negative ; that
is to say, they imply tbtreat from a present
condition of things, rather than advance
towards another. The nest two are
active, implying the advance into another
state of being,
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BEFORE THE VOICE CAN SPBAK IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE MASTERS

SeeecH is the -powef of communicatian;
the moment of entrance into active life is
marlked by its attainment.

And now, before I go any further, let
me explhin a little the way in which the
ruies written down in LicHT on THE Patn
are arranged. The first seven of those
which are numbered are sub-divisions
of the first two unnumbered rules, those
‘with which [ have dealt in the preceding
pages. The numbered rules were simply
an effort to make the unnumbered ones
.more intelligible, “Eght ' to “fifteen”
of these numbered rules belong®to this
unnumbered rule whéi(_)ch is now my text.
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As F have said, these rules are written
for all disciples, but for none else; they
are not of interest to any other persons.
Therefore I trust no one else will trouble .
to read these papers any further. The
first two rules include-the whole of that
part of the effort which necessitates the
use of the surgeon's knife. But the dis-
cipe is expected to deal with the “snake,
his lower self, unaided; to suppress his
human passions and emotions by the
force of his own will.” He can only de-
mand assistance of a Master when this is
accomplished, or, at all evénts, partially
s0. Otherwise the gates and windows of
his soul are blurred, and blinded, and
darkened, and no knowledge can come to
him. 1 am not, in these papers, pur-’
posing to tell a man how to deal with his
own soul; I am simply giving, to the dis-
ciple, knowledge.  That I am not writing,
even now, so that all who run ‘may read,
is owing to the fact that super-nature
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prevents this by its own immptable
laws,

The four rules which I have written
down for those in the West who wish to
study them, are, as | have said, written
in the ante-chamber of every living
Brotherhood; I may add more, in the
ante-chamber pf every living or dead
Brotherhood, or Order yet to be formed.
When I speak of a BrotheMhood, oran
Order, I do not mean an arbitrary con-
stitution made by’ scholiasts and intel-
lectualilts; | mean an actual fact in
super nature; a stage of de\elopmcnt to-
wards the absolute God or Good. Dunn;,
this dewelopment the disciple encounters
harmony, pure knowledge, pure truth, in
" different degrees, and, as he enters these
degrees, he finds himself becoming part
of what might be roughly described as
. a layer of human ccgiscisusness. He en
coustters’ his equals, men of hissown self:
less character, and with them hls associa-
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tion hecomes permanent and indissoluble
because founded on a vital likeness of
Nature. To them he becomes pledged by
such vows as need no utterance or frame- .
work in ordinary words, This is one aspect
of what I mean by a Brotherhood.

If the first rules are conquered, the
disciple finds himsclf sfanding at the
threshold, Then, ifehis will be suffici-
ently resoluté his power of jspeech comes;
a twofold power. For, as he advances
now, he finds himself éntering into a state"
of blossoming, where every bud that opens
throws out its several rays or petéls. f
he has to exercise his new ift, he must use .
it in its twofold character. He finds in
himself the power to speak in the pre-
seace of the Masters; in other woyds, he ’
has the right to demand contact with the
divinest clement of that state of conscious-
ness into whichg he lJms entered. But he
finds hirgself compelled, by the nature
of his position, to act in two ways at the
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same time, He cannot send his voite up
to the heights where sit the gods, till he
has penetrated to the deep places where
their light shines not at all. He has come
within the grip of an iron law. If he
demands to become a neophyte, he at
. once becomes a servant. Yet,his service
is sublime, if onjy from the character of
those who share, it. For the Masters are
also servants; they serve, and‘ claim their
reward afterwards. Part of their service
is to let their knowledge touch him; his
first act of service is to give some of that
lmé_wledge to "those who are not yet fit
to stand where' he stands. This is no
arbitrary decxann, made by any Master
or Teacher or any such person, however
divine. , It is a law of that life which th¢
disciple has entered upon.
Therefore was it written in the inner
" doorway of the Lodgey ofethe old Egyp-
tian Beothérhood, * The labourer is'worthy
of his hire.” ’
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“Ask and ye shall have,” sounds like
something too easy and simple to be
credible. But the disciple cannot “ask”
in the mystic sense in which the word is
used in this scripture, until he has attained
the power of helping others,

Why is this? Has the statement too
dogmatic a sound ? ‘

Is it too dogmatic to say that a nean must
have foothold before he can spring? The
position is the same. If help is given, if
worl is done, then ttiere is an actual claim
—not what we call a personal clajm of pay-
ment, but the claim of co-nature. The
divine give; they demartd that you also
shall give before you can be of their kin,

This law is discovered as soon as the
«disciple endeavours to speak. For speech
is a gift which only comes to the diéciple
of power and knowledge. The spiritual-
ist enters the .psychic-astral world, but he -
does rot find there any certain speech,
unless fie at once claims it and continues
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todo so. If he is interested in “pheno-
mgna,” or the mere circumstance and
accident of astral life, then he enters no
direct ray of thought or purpose; he merely
exists and amuses himself in the astral
life as he has existed and amused him-
self in the physical life. Cerfainly there
are one or two simple lessons which the
psychic-hstral can teath him, ’Lust as there
are simple lessqus which material and in-
tellectual life can teach him. And these
lessons have to be learned; the man who
proposes® to enter upon the life of the
diséiple withodt having learned the early
and. simple lessons must always suffer
from his lgnorapce They are vital, and '
have to be studicd in a vital manner ; ex-
perfencgd through and through, over and
over égajn, so that each part of the nature
has been penetrated by them.

" . To return. In claiginge the power of
speeci¥, as it is called, the Neophyte cries
out to the Great One, Who stands fore-
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most’ in the ray of knowledge on which
he has entered, to give him guidange,
When he does this, his voice is hurled
back by the power he has approached;
and echoes down to the deep recesses of
human ignorance. I some confused and
blurred mnnner the news that there is
knowledge and a beneficent power which
teaches, is carried t as many meh as will
listen“to it, No disciple can cross the
threshold without communicating this
news, and placing it on record in some
fashion or other. ’ .

He stands horror-struck at the imperfect
and unprepared manner in which he Has
done this; and then comes the desire to
do it well, and with the desire thus to
felp others comes the power., Por it is
a pure desire, this which comes upon- him;
he can gain no credit, no glory, no personal
reward by fultlling it. And therefore hz
obtaing'the power to fulfilit. =t

The history of the whole past, so far as
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we ¢an trace it, shows very plainly9that
there is neither credit, glory, nor reward to
be.gained by this first task which is given
to the Neophyte. Mystics have always
been sneered at, and scers disbelieved;
those who have had the added power of
intellect have left for posteritystheir writ-
fjen record, whichy to most men appears
unmeaning and .visioftary, even when the
authors have the advantage of speaking
from a far-off past. The disciple who
undertakes the tnsk,.sccretly hoping for
fame or saccess, to appear as a teacher and
apoé;tle before the world, fails even befgre
his task is attempted, and his hidden
hypocrisy poisong his own soul, and the
souls of those’ He teaches. He is secretly
worshipping himself, and this idolatrous’
practice must bring its own reward,

The di.sciple who has the power of en-
trance, and is strong enpugit to pass each
barriery will, when the divine nlessage
comes to his spirit, forget himself’ utterly
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in the new consciousness which falls or
him,  If this lofty contact can really-rouse
him, he becomes as one of the Divine in
his desire to give rather than to take, ir
his wish to help rather than be helped, ir
his resolution to fecd the hungry rather
than take. manna from heaven himself
His nature is transformey), and the selfish.
ness which prompts men’s actions in ordi
nary life suddenly deserts pim,
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BEFORE THB VOICR CAN SPEAK IV THE PRE-

SENCE OF TH@ MASTERS, IT MUST HAVE
LOST THE POWER®TO WOUND

Those who give a merely passing and
superficial attcntion.to the subject of
Occultism—and their name is legion—
constantly inquire why, if Adepts in life
exist, They do not appear in the wosld
and show their .powcr That the chief
body of these Wige Ones should be under-
stood to dwell"} beyond the fastnesses of
the Himalayas, appears to be a sufficicnt”
proof iha‘t They are only figures of straw,
Otherwise why place Them so far off ?
Unfortunately, Naturp hAs done this
and not personal choice or arrangémcnt.

There are certain spots on the carth
9
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where the advance of ‘“civilization” is
unfelt and the nincteenth-century- fever
is kept at bay. In these favoured plnécs
there is always time, always opportunity,
for the realities of life; they are not
crowded out by the doings of an in-
choate, mwney -loving, pleasure - secking
socicty,  While there are Adepts upon
the carth, the carth must preserve to
Thenr places of seclusion. This is a fact
in Nature which is only an external ex-
pression of a prolound fact in super-
nature. .

The demand of the Ncophyte remains
unheard until the voice in which it is
uttered has lost the power to wound.
This is becausc the divint-astral life is a
place in which order reigns, just as it
does in natural life. There is, of course,
always the centre and the circumference
as there is in Nature. Close to the cen-
tral heart of life, on any plane, there is
knowledge: there order -eigns completely ;
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and, chaos makes dim and confuscH the
outer- margin of the circle. In fact, life
in'evcry form bears a more or less strong
resemblance to .a philosophic school.
There are always the devotees of know-
ledge who forget their own lives in their
pursuit of it; there are always the flip-
ant crowd who come and go. Of such
Epictetus said that it Svas as egsy to teach
them philosophy,as to cat custard with a
fork, The same state exists in the super-
astral life; and the ®Adept has an even
deeper angd more profound seclusion there
in which to dwell. This place of retrgat
is ,éq safe, so sheltered, that no sound
which has disco.rd in it can reach His
ears, Why %tsuld this be, will be asked
at on.ce..if He be a being of such great®
powers as-those say who believe in His
existence? The answer seems very ap-
parent. He serves Humaniy and identi-
fies Himpself with the whole world: *He is
ready to make vigarious sacrifice for it at

§
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any moment—Ahy living, not by dying_ for
it.  Why should He not die for it?- Be-
cause He is part of the great whole, and
one of the most valuable parts of it. Be:
cause He lives under laws of order whict
He does not desire to break. His life i
not His own, but that of the forces whict
work behind Him. He. is the flower ¢
Humanity, *he bloom which contains th
Divine Seed. He is, in His own persor
a treasure of the universal Nature, whic
is guarded and made safe in order ths
the fruition shall be perfected. It is onl
at definite periods of the world’s histor
that He is allowed to go among the he:
of men as their Redeemer. But for tho:
who have the power to "Separate ther
“sclves from this herd, He is always
hand. And for those who are stro
enough to conquer the vices of the p:
sonal human‘hatare, as set forth in thy
four 'rules, He is consciously at ha
easily recognized, ready to answer.
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. But this conqhering of self im:)lies a
destruction of qualities which most men
regard as not only indestructible but
desirable. The “power to wound” in-
cludes much that men value, not only in
themselves but in dthers. The instinct of
sclf-defence and of self-preservation is part
of it; the idea ®hat one has any right or
rights, "either as citi.zen, or snan, or indi-
vidual, the pleasant consciousness of sclf-
respect and of virtue. These are hard
sayings to many, yet they are true. For
these wbrds that 1 am writing now, and
those which I have written on this subject,
are not in any 'sense my own. They are
drawn from, the traditions of the Lodge of
the Great Brotherhood, which was once
the secvet splendour of Egypt. The rules
written in its ante-chamber were the same
as those now written in the ante-chamber
of existing schools. Tjrough all time the
wise rhen have lived apart from th'e mass.
And even’ wier some temporary purpose



84 LIGHT ON THE PATH

or object induccs one of them to come into
"the midst of human life, His seclusion and
safety are preserved as completely as ever.
It is part of His inheritance, part of His .
position. He has an actual title to it, and
can no more put it agidc than the Duke of
Westminste: can say he does not choose
to be the Duke of Westminster. In the
various great gities of the world an* Adept
lives for a while from time to time, or
perhaps only passes through; but all are
occasionally aided by the actual power and
presence of one of these men. tHere in
London, as in Paris and St. Petersburg,
there are men high in development. But.
They are only known as mystics by those
who have the power to recognize; the
power given by the conquering of self.
Otherwise how could They exist, even for
an hour, in such a mental and psychic
atmosphere as .3 created by the confusion
and disorder of a ckity? Unless prctected
and made safe, Their own growtn would be
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interfered with, Their work injured And
the Neophyte may meet an Adept in the
flesh, may live in the same house with
Him, and yet be unable to recognize Him,
and unable to make his own voice heard
by Him. For no, nearness in space, no
closeness of relations, no dajly intimacy,
can do away yith the incxorable laws
which give the Adept His seclusion. No
voice penetrates to His inner hearing till
it has become a divine voice, a voice
which gives no utfrance to the cries of
self. Any lesser appeal would be as use-
less, as much a waste of energy and
power, as for' mere children who ‘are
learning their alphabet to be taught it by
a professor’of p.hilology. Until a man has
"become, in heart and spirit, a disciple,
he has no existence for those who are
Teachers of disciples. And he becomes
;his by one method onl‘v—the surrender of
his pgrsonal humanity. ,

For the voice, to have lost the power to
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woundf a man must have reached that
-point where he sees himself only as.one
of the vast multitudes that live; one of
the sands washed hither and thither by
the sea of vibratory existence. It is said
that every grain of sand in the ocean bed
does, in its turn, get washed up on to the
shore and lie for a moment in the sun-
shine. So with human b‘e.ings; they are
driven hither and thither by a great force,
and each, in his turn, finds the sun-rays
on him. When a man is able to regard
his own life as part of a whole ljke this,
he will no longer struggle: in order to
obtain anything for himself. This is the
surrender of personal rights. The ordi-
nary man expects, not to take equal for-
tunes with the rest of the world, but in*
some points about which he cares, to fare
better than the others. The disciple does
not expect this.. Therefore, though he be
like Bpictetus, a chinined slave, he has no
word to'say about it. He knows that the
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wheel of life turns ceaselessly. BurnedJones
has shown it, in his marvellous picture ;
the wheel turns, and on it are bound
_the rich and the poor, the great and the
small; each has his moment of good for-
tune when the wheel brings him upper-
most ; the king rises and faxl)s,1 the poet is
féted and forgotten, the slave is happy
and afterwards disearded. Each in his
turn is crushed as the wheel turns on.
The disciple knows that this is so, and
though it is his dut§ to make the utmost
of the life that is his, he neither com-
pléins of it nor is elated by it, nor does
. he complain apainst the better fortune
of others. All alike, as he well knows,
are but leérnin'g a lesson; and he smiles
“at the socialist and the reformer, who
endéavour by sheer force to rearrange
circumstances which arise out of the
forces of human natureitself. This is
but kicking against thh pricks, a waste of
life and é\ne{gy.,
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In realising this a man surrenders his
imagined individual rights, of whatever
sort. That takes away one keen sting
which is common to all ordinary men.

When the disciple has fully recognized
that the very thought of individual rights
is only the outcome of the venomous
quality in himself, that it is the hiss of
the snake of self whith ;;Qisons with its
sting his-own life and the lives of those
about him, then he is read‘y to take part
in a yearly cercmony>which is open to
all Neophytes who are prepared for it.
All weapons of defence and offence are
given up; all weapons of nmind and heart
and brain and spirit. Never again can
another man be regarded as a flerson whe
can be criticized or condemned; never
again can the Neophyte raise his -voice ir
self-defence or excuse. From that cere
mony he returns into the world as help
less, as vnprotectedf as a new-born child
That, indeed, is what he is. *He ha



LIGHT ON THE PATH 89

begun to be born again on to the Wigher
plane of life, that breezy and well-lit
pl'ateau whence the eyes see intelligently
.and regard the world with a new insight.

I have said, a little way back, that after
parting with the sense of individual rights,
the disciple must part also with the sense

of self-respect apd of virtue. This may
sound a terrible dorine; yet all Occul-
tists know wel| that it is not a ‘doctrine,
but a fact. He who thinks himself holier
than another, he wif§ has any pride in his
exemptjon from vice or folly, he who be-
lieves himself-wise, or in any way superior
to his fellow-meh, is incapable of disciple-
ship. A man must become as a little
child befor® he can enter into the king-
dom of.heaven.

Vittue-and wisdom are sublime things;
but if they create pride and a conscious-
ness of separateness from the rest of hu-
manity, in” the mind of a man, then they
are only %he spakes of self reappearing



90 LIGHT ON THE PATH

ina fher form. At any moment he may
put on his grosser shape and sting as
flercely as when he inspired the actiofis
of a murderer who kills for gain or hatred,
or a politician who sacrifices the mass for
his own or his party’s interests.

In fact, to bhave lost the power to wound
implies that the snake is not only scotched,
but killed. When it .is merely stupefled
or lulled to:sleep it awakes again, and
the disciple uses his knowledge and his
power for his own ends, and is a pupil of
the many masters of the Black .Art, for
the road to destruction is very broad and
easy, and the way can be found blindfold.
That it is the way to destruction is evi-
dent, for when a man begins 1o live for
self he narrows his horizon steadily, till*
.at last the flerce driving inwards leaves
him but the space of a pin’s head to dwell
in. We have gll seen this phenomenon
occur in ordinary fife. A man who be-
comes stlfish isolates himself, grows less
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interesting and less agreeable to cghers.
The sight is an awful one, and people
shirink from a very selfish person at last
as from a beast of prey. How much
more awful is it when it occurs on the
more advanced plane of life, with the
added powers of knowledge, and through
the greater siweep of successive incarna-
tions! e

Therefore 1 say, pause and think well
upon the threshold. For if the demand
of the Neophyte is itade without the com-
plete pugification, it will not penetrate the
seclusion of the Divine Adept, but will
‘eyoke the terrible forces which attend uon
the black side of our human nature,
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BEFORE THE SOUL CAN STAND IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE MASTERS ITS FEET
MUST BE WASHEp IN THE BLOOD OF’
THE, HEART.

THe word Soul, as used l'iere, means the
Divine Soul or “staty Spirit.”

“To be able to stand is to have confi-
dence”; and to have confidence means
that the disciple is sure*of himself, that
he has surrendered his emotions, his very
self, even his humanity;tthat he is in-
capable of fear and unconscious of pain; -
that his whole consciousness is centred
in the Divine Life, which is expressed
symbolically by the term, the Masters”; -
that he has neithér eyes, nor ears, nor

speech, *nor power, save in antl for the
@
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Divine Ray on which his highest Yense
has touched. Then is he fearless, free
from suffering, free from anxiety or dis-
may ; his soul stands without shrinking
or desire of postponement, in the full
blaze of the Divine Light which pene-
trates through and through ,his being.
Then he has came into his inheritance
and can‘claim his kinship with the Teach-
ers of men; he,is upright, he has raised
his head, he breathes the same air that
They do.

But hefore it is in any way possible for
him to do this, the feet of the soul must
be .washed in the blood of the heart.

The sacrifice, or surrender, of the heart
of man, and hxs emotions, is the first of
“the rules; it involves the “attaining of
an equilibrium which cannot be shaken
by personal emotion.” This is done by
the stoic philosopher; bg, too, stands
aside“and ‘looks equaBly upon his own
sufferings,'as, well as on those of others,
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In'the same way that “tears” in-the
language of Occultists expresses thé soul
of emotion, not its material appearance,
s0 blood expresses, not that blood which
is an essential of physical life, but the
vital creative principie in man’s nature,
which drives him into human life in order
to experience pain and pleasure, joy and,
sorrow. Whben he has let the blood flow
from the heart, he stands “efore the Mas-
ters as a pure Spirit, which no longer
wishes to incarnate for the sake of emo-
tion and experience. Through great cycles
of time successive incarnations in gross
matter may yet be his lot; but he no
longer desires them, the crude wish to
live has departed from him. When he
takes upon him man’s form in the flesh
he does it in the pursuit of a divine
object, to accomplish the work of “the
Masters,” anc for no other end. He
looks nexther for pleasure nor palr, asks
for no heaven, and fears nc hell yet he
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has entered upon & grat inhenkanc
whichis not 50 much 2 compensain for
these things surrendered, as & state which
simply blots out the memory of them
He lives now not in the world, but with
it: his horizon hag extended itself to the
width of the whale univers,
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ConsiDER with me that the individual ex-
istence is a rope which stgetches from the
infinite to the infinite, and has no «nd and
no commencement, neither, is it capable
of being broken. This rope is formed of
innumerable fine threads, which, lying
closely together, form its thickness. These
threads are colourless, are perfect in their
qualities. of straightness, strength, ahd.
levelness. This rope, passing as it does
through all places, suffers strange acci-
dents. Very often a thread is caught and"
becomes attached, or perhaps - is “only
violently pulled away from its even way.
Then for a great time it is disordered
and it “disorders tae whole. Spme‘:.lh;es

one is stained with dirt or with colour, and
%
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not only does the stain run on %further
than the spot of contact, but it discolours?
other of the threads. And remember that
the threads are living—are like electric
wires; more, are like quivering nerves.
How far, then, must the stain, the drag
awry, be communicated. But eventually
the long strands, the living threads which
in thexr unbroken Eontinuity form the in-
dividual, pass put of the shadow "into the
shine, Then the threads are no longer
colourless, but goldén; once more they lic
togethex, level. Once more harmony is
established between them: and from that
harmony withid the greater harmony is
perceived.

This illastration presents but a small
* portion-——-a single side of the truth: it‘is
less ‘than a fragment. Yet, dwell on it;
by its aid you may be led to perceive more.
What it is necessary first so understand is
not ‘.hat the future is® arbitrarily *formed

by any sepa;ate acts of the present, but
7
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that tfe whole of the future is in unbroke
\continuity with the present, as the prescf

is with the past. On one plane, from or

point of view, the illustration of the rop

is correct.

It is said that a little attention to o
cultism prqduces great karmic result
That is because it is imposgible to give an
attention to occultism without making
definite thoice between whay are familiar!
called good and evil. The first step ¢
occultism brings the student to the tree «
knowledge. He must pluck andueat; I
must choose, No longer is he capable‘A
the indecision of ignorance. He goes 0
cither on the good or on the evil pat
And to step definitcly and knowingly eve
but one step on either path produces gre:
karmic results. The mass of men wa
waveringly, uncertain as to the goal the
aim at; their standard of life is indefinit:
consequently their-karma operates an
confused manner. But .when once ti
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n ;lejeshold of knowledgc is reached, the con-
At tusion begins to lessen, and consequently
e he karmic results increase enormously,
se because all are acting in the same direc-
rion on all the different plancs: for the
¢- Decultist cannot behalf-hearted, nor can he
s, 'eturn when he has passed thg threshold.
1y Phese things are as impossible as that the
a nan should becomeethe child again, The
ly ndividuality has approached thestate to
in 'esponsibility by reason of growth; it
of annot recede from! it.
ne He who would escape from the bondage
ofof' Karma must raise his individuality out
w ) the shadowinto the shine; must s0
h.levate his existence that these threads
enlo not cofe in contact with soiling sub-
at tances, do not become so attached as to
ke p‘ul.led awry. He simply lifts himself
eyt of the region in which Karma operates.
e;1e does not leave, the exjstence which he
“as e..’oeri‘e'ncing because of that’ They
henay be rough and dirty, or full of rich
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flowers whose pollen stains, and of swee
«substances that cling and become attach
ments—but overhead there is always th
free sky. He who desires to be karm:
less must look to the air for a home; an
after that to the ether, He who desire
to form good karma will meet with mar
confusions, and in the effort to sow ric
sced for his own harvesting may plant
thousand ' weeds, and amqng them t!
giant. Desire to sow no seed for your ov
harvesting : desire oniy to sow that se
the fruit of which shall feed the wor.
You are a part of the world; in giving
food you feed yourself. Yet in even tl
thought there lurks a great danger whi
starts forward and faces the disciple w
has for long thought himself working
good, while in his inmost soul he I
perceived only evil; that is, he has thou;
himself to be intending great benefit
the worid while all the time he Has ugc
sciously embraced the thaught of Kari
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*thd the great benefit he works for'is for
fimself. A man may refuse to allow him- ,
1&If to think of reward. But in that very
apfusal is seen the fact that reward is
desired. And it is useless for the disciple
s strive to learn hy means of checking
nymself.  The soul must be unfettered, the
chesires free. But until they are fixed
nly on-that state vherein there is neither
h(gward nor pupishment, good not evil, it
v in vain that he endeavours. He may
etbem to make greft progress, but some
lday he will come face to face with his own
‘ lt)ul and will-recognize that when he came
hlg) the tree of*knowledge he chose the
ichitter fruit and not the sweet; and then
thehe veil will fall utterly, and he will give
forp his freedom and become a slave of desir®.
haf herefore be warned, you who are but turn-
ghtg toward the life of occultism. Learn now
that there is no cupe for dgsire, no cure for
ionlhe love of reward, noscure for the misery
miff Ior':ging, syve.in the fixing of the sight
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and hearing upon that which is invisi!'a!,
. and soundless. Begin even now to practié{
it, and so a thousand serpents will be ke;.
from your path. Live in the eternal.
The operation of the actual laws
Karma are not to be studied until the di
ciple has reached the point at which thg
no longer affect himself. The initiate hg

TR =~

a right to demand tht secrets of Natur
and to kriow the rules which govern huma}
life.  He obtains this right by havir
escaped from the limite of Nature and |
having freed himself from the rules whig
govern human life. He has become
recognized portion of the'divine elemer?
and is no longer affected by that whig
is temporary. He then obtaids a kno}
ledge of the laws which govern temporat
conditions. Therefore you who desire ‘
understand the laws of Karma, attempt fir

to free yourself from these laws; and tk
can oniy be done by fixing yout atsr*id
on that which is unaffected by those law:
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