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9. All of the Jain rituals circle round one and the only one central ideal, the
perfect soul, full of knowledge, purity, power and bliss. The object and goal of ritual
is to become one with the ideal, namely, the perfection. It is the way in which we
manifast our love and reverence for our ideal. As knowledge of every object is derived
by considering its four aspects," name (U4), status (2a1u-t), substance () and
nature (ail<1), so also the worship of the ideal. For example, Lord Mahavir is the ideal
soul for every Jain, therefore the namce of Mahavir invokes the ideal before the eyes
in all its glore (glory).

Outlines of Jainism
By J. L. Jaini
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