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Message from the President

I am delighted with the efforts of Shri Mahavir Jain Vidyalaya
(SMJV) in bringing out this beautiful compilation on literature. I
congratulate our team for their meticulous efforts in publishing this
book in our centenary year.

SMJV has always been at the forefront of proliferating knowledge
through educational institutes and support activities. The presert
publication is another set in this direction. This book comprises a
collectable collection of pieces of literature. I am sure that these articles
will play a catalytic role in provoking thoughts and imagination
amongst readers.

For ages, literature has been a reflection of our society’ and ‘an
imagination of reality the way we want it to be. We have many cases
where people have been inspired by good articles and essays to change
their way of life. Pen is mightier than the sword, in a literal sense when an
article is well compiled and presented. In the present case, I am happy to
see that no stone has been left unturned to ensure the best in content and
presentation. "

Dr. Kumarpal Desai is a renowned authority on Jaina Studies. It was
his idea and effort that has brought this book out in his present form. He
has been instrumental in supporting this project and we are truly
delighted to see the fruit of his efforts. We also wish to express our deep
gratitude to all authors who have contributed to this beautiful bouquet
of thoughts, covering a whole range of subjects from literature to thought
leadership and beyond. It is very enlightening to read these thought
provoking pieces of literature. While the stories are inspiring, there is a
huge wealth of knowledge to gain from the lives of great people.

I am very grateful to the editor, proof readers and the publishers for
their untiring efforts. The proof of the pudding lies in eating ! I am sure
that everyone will enjoy reading this book and enrigh themselves. I also
look forward to many more such compilations to be published in the
years to come so that SMJV can continue to pursue its objective of
knowledge sharing.

- Kirtilal K. Doshi
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Preface

Jainism is a way of life. Jain Literature and Jain Philosophy has been
proliferated across the globe largely by the believers in Jainism who have
practised this Philosophy. Unlike many other religions, Jainism, has not been
promoted by kings or monks but it certainly has inspired many people to learn
from the teachings of our revered Tirthankaras. Even in this age of high speed .
information technology to share knowledge across the globe, the best way to
inspire people is to live the way you want them to live. This is what Jainism has
always been about.

I am delighted to learn that a learned scholar of the caliber of Dr.
Kumarpalbhai Desai has agreed to edit this book highlighting the tenets of
Jainism its literature and the Jaina way of life. The wide range of topics covered in
this compilation range from simplistic to in-depth analysis. Yet, there is
something for everyone to learn and practise in each of these scholarly articles.
We are very grateful to Dr. Kumarpalbhai Desai for his efforts in editing this
compilation. We are also very grateful to all authors who agreed to contribute to
this work, which I am sure will serve as a great reference to all students of
Jainism. The subjects covered in this book range from Jain literature and Jaina
philosophy to the relevance and practical application of Jaunism in today’s
environment. The articles have very effectively deliberated upon the relevant
topics which present a very practical view. The more we read it, the clearer our
thoughts become. ' :

This is a part of SMJV’s efforts in inspiring the jainas to get a better grasp of
their beliefs and for the non-jainas to learn about jainism. In this present socio-
economic turmoil across the globe, coupled with changing lifestyles, fast paced
life and stressed individuals, and anxiety driven culture, Jainism offers a way for
peaceful coexistence, stress deescalation and overall prosperity. The concept of
Ahimsa and Aparigraha, if imbibed in their true sense, can bring out the all round
development in society. - )

As a believer and follower of Jainism over nine decades, I have experienced
peace and tranquility around me, despite being immersed in the complexities of
business and family. I wish to encourage the younger generation to learn and
practice these tenets of Jainism which will not only make them successful but also
a better individuals. I de not wish to advertise my faith but certainly wish to
stress that it is one of the better alternatives in improving the quality of life.

The present book is an objective commentary on Jaina Literature and
Philosophy. The studies thoughts expressed in each article are compelling enugh
to seek more knowledge in these areas as well as source of immense knowledge
and inspiration one needs to link this to his or her own life and circumstances and
evaluate on how he or she can benefit from this. I am sure there is something for
each one of us to learn from here. I wish you happy reading and hope you enjoy

this presentation from SMJV.
- Kirtilal K. Doshi
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VISION
e e S )

Shri Mahavira Jaina Vidyalaya will build upon its rich history as the
premier institution serving Jaina community to become the center for higher
education of first choice for the most qualified, diverse group of students not
only from amongst the Jainas but also, students pursuing careers related to
management, technology and medical sciences. SMJV will empower its
graduates with the knowledge and practical skills vital to achieving personal
and professional success in the changing local and global communities in
which they live and work. SMJV will also strive to become the leading
international resource for research, innovation and outreach related to
professional education.

SMJV will achieve these outcomes through :

A learning environment that provides full access for all students to
learning and communication.

A commitment to excellence in learning and student service.
World-class campuseés throughout India.

Creation dof a virtual campus that expands SMJV's reaches to a broader
audience of students.

An environment in which research can grow, develop, and improve the
lives and knowledge of all people worldwide.

Vision : A world-class institution dedicated to continuous development
of highly skilled, value-driven and competitive professionals

Mission : To provide quality education and support for the total
development of Jaina students committed in practicing professionalism and in
meeting the demands of local and global communities.

Goals 1 As a private academic institution, SMJV aims to : 1. Provide
higher education in Management. Technology and Medical Sciences for the
total development of individual students in an academic environment
conducive to teaching and learning;

2. Develop instructional, research, and community extension programs
attuned to the Jaina culture, national goals and global competitiveness with
optimum utilization of existing programs attuned to the Jaina culture,
national goals and global competitiveness with optimum utilization of
existing resources, harnessing community involvement and goodwill in its
implementation;

3. Provide opportunities tor SMJV's academic commumty teaching staff,
and students to join hands and help improve the institution as well as its local
and global networks;

4. Develop and strengthen the values of leadership, cooperation,
collegiality, and respect for human dignity in a culture of peace.
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