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Message from the President

Iam delighted with the efforts of Shri Mahavir Jain Vidyalaya (SMJV) in
bringing out this beautiful compilation on research, criticism and philosophy.
I congratulate our team for their meticulous efforts in publishing this book in
our centenary year.

SMJV has always been at the forefront of proliferating knowledge |
through educational institutes and support activities. The present publication
is another set in this direction. This book comprises a collectable collection of
pleces of literature. I am sure that these articles will play a catélytic role in
provoking thoughts and imagination amongst readers.

For ages, literature has been a reflection of our society and an’
imagination of reality the way we want it to be. We have many.cases where
people have been inspired by good articles and essays to change their way of
life. Pen is mightier than the sword, in a literal sense when an article is well
compiled and presented. In the present case, I am happy to see that no stone
has been left unturned to ensure the best in content and presentation.

Dr. Kumarpal Desai is a renowned authority on Jaina Studies. It was his -
idea and effort that has brought this book out in his present form. He has been
instrumental in supporting this project and we are truly delighted to see the
fruit of his efforts. We also wish to express our deep gratitude to all authors
who have contributed to this beautiful bouquet of thoughts, covering a whole
range of subjects from literature to thought leadership and beyond. It is very
enlightening to read these thought provoking pieces of literature. While the
stories are inspiring, there is a huge wealth of knowledge to gain from the lives
of great people.

I.am very grateful to the editor, proof readers and the publishers for their
untiring efforts. The proof of the pudding lies in eating ! I am sure that
everyone will enjoy reading this book and enrigh themselves. 1 also look
forward to many more such compilations to be published in the years to come
s0 that SMJV can continue to pursue its objective of knowledge sharing.

- Kirtilal K. Doshi
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Preface

Jainism is a way of life. The Jain Philosophy has been proliferated across the
globe largely by the believers in Jainism who have practiced this philosophy.
Unlike many other religions, Jainism has not been promoted by kings or monks
but it certainly has inspired many people to learn from the teachings of our
revered Tirthankaras. Even in this age of high speed information technology to
share knowledge across the globe, the best way to inspire people is to live the
way you want them to live. This is what Jainism has always been about.

I am delighted to learn that a learned scholar of the caliber of Dr
Kumarpalbhai Desai has agreed to edit this book highlighting the tenets of
Jainism and the Jaina way of life. The wide range of topics covered in this
compilation range from simplistic to in-depth analysis. Yet, there is something for
everyone to learn and practice in each of these scholarly articles. We are very
grateful to Dr. Kumarpalbhai Desai for his efforts in editing this compilation. We
are also very grateful to all authors who agreed to contribute to this work, which
I am sure will serve as a great reference to all students of Jainism. The subjects
covered in this book range from Jaina philosophy to the relevance and practical
application of Jainism in today’s environment. The articles have very effectively
deliberated upon the relevant topics which present a very practical view. The
more we read it, the clearer our thoughts become. _

This is a part of SMJV’s efforts in inspiring the jainas to'get a better grasp of
their beliefs and for the non-jainas to learn about jainism. In this present socio-
economic turmoil across the globe, coupled with changing lifestyles, fast paced
life and stressed individuals, and anxiety driven culture, Jainism offers a way for
peaceful coexistence, stress deescalation and overall prosperity. The concept of
Ahimsa and Aparigraha, if imbibed in their true sense, can brlng out the all round
development in society.

As a believer and follower of Jainism over nine decades, I have experienced
peace and tranquility around me, despite being immersed in the complexities of
business and family. I wish to encourage the younger generation to learn and
practice these tenets of Jainism which will not only make them successful but also
a better individuals. I do not wish to advertise my faith but certainly wish to
stress that it is one of the better alternatives in improving the quality of life.

The present book is an objective commentary on Jaina Philosophy. The
studies thoughts expressed in each article are compelling enugh to seek more
knowledge in these areas as well as source of immense knowledge and
inspiration one needs te link this to his or her own life and circumstances and
evaluate on how he or she can benefit from this. I am sure there is something for
each one of us to learn from here. I wish you happy reading and hope you enjoy
this presentation from SMJV,

- Kirtilal K. Doshi
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UL M5 (Al Raidl 08 3Rod 9. sld. odldssuee, walisu-,
aAfRdeua, HrAae, wWRs Aa-unet 2 dollollfasu- 40131 yueyd Bugidl
el yd el 4 Al oden vol ), Bl e dsuls Rgidl euﬂ dyel da
Ho £S5, L i Hytaygsl v Ay s dld 5.

o121l Mt Alman it Brudlul 4sy. Brudl a3y safSigui ast 2uml yd
HatAwR WMl dlal, v sdaid 9 3 Brugla vilddl od dl duis sl yadi M.

Uof MR dMAl you R wlal iU eddid Biudl sl 8. — 4. Gyt
Soar, 2. Qo S ay, 3.9d § Al viuld e st @3l wad © i ualy 31 44
Gl 2 [Aay d2d s g aed AU [AZU B B WHA drad AL duA Y ~1el),
2L [Bugl-i 2R a3 Feeda-dl a4t ad © v 4 25y 8 i sl usia, c‘mL
i suA-[Asuql wfdre 9.

ehlsdl 204fRs Qe Frteeln i drastinedl 218 Ansd vl % 8, AR
[Qaual Fzwddr »gfsuel “ifl walsud, ARkl “idld s,
Al Faxiel il seiQ ald, wdlq aoliswl, @l 2 d-l 2242, ausaldl
2302 U Adl es10c4s 243, WAl ML HAURBRIL ~ 1 1Y B dragtinHl
83 83 1A L MA 9. 3 ogeid Ue B 3 wellul wi-{l eurai <4 Qs o2g
. WAl Gl M2 4 A (Aol Yool -y, qu)l B, wd-l Ha wx
vad wdil ol dla Yl wiy. ¢d vt 2 GuREd g1y 8 3 Walas veElsid,
@afdstd, ald-u Ruwsil. sixidie 99t Qs M3uel sui 233 6 ? A v
69 5 apa-l atfd s el 3l D 2w 8 4 wumd eld dl ud il da siedidl
weuld 33 9. @adl Al anxal U2 A daL yeid-u ofdq R s s,
@d wiarll RaQail 8 oy dl s4i saill waum w4 shaidle g2l ausd w3,
wq R oflal sul gl ¢ 7 amasd ol suqsusdr 8§ d oeig ul. wadl sl W
54 N vUAs © d e A 3 skeeEl wedResun, walsin, w1, Glod,
M g, A4 drd, sHAls, BAStAle YH B Wl 22 B 43 5T © 24
UL A ae Rt Rigldl ur Al 8.

dlefs2 uzaia ool 8l wetdlRranfsl aeiddl Guda suqeisn (Ra)d
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. oatelella AL 34 Aldl greaiv-ll -1 530, 2l 3edls -l aldlq,
qas 3l Guiratlazl (sl uayn wdl — Sy udl) wslad 590, d sda ‘arnal@om
YA’ ol A se1d uud Qad-yeds sl asid, dui e e viald usel
. sl Gl cid o vew 53 ddl sled a3 Yolls d i
o1l [Rueid dui aisoll dlul .

aras sl GuRatRoe]l widid dudiell dus gl wel 4 sl Qe st
AAss 2alg Wsats weud 8§, sfasiaudy sl gl s dd

‘Rgdnucsqauaasl as ol Gurafdod sy dwss adly Al .
(qutmrenfy ddtore) wolldl dld 2t 8 3 w0 s alfis] Hilds qalu-t 4], uig

A ol 0y d i dsuRs 2 el dd Gl wHdl bl

gricelrdl 21 otfl aldl drualf@om Yo dul 2qeeiaidl wtfls [Adouadis-
234 ofdl Huet 5309

(1) 3oyt Qs B3 3 weidRsue, @aldsi, AR, W-ugee 493,
(2) siet, vt ol Rsudt v vusRReus.
(3) doflell s dal AU

() 214 Rsu-l B3 3 wulaawl (Ecology), 2iel2uzat {Bconomics), suu, dild,
W, dafAsud, daRste, drustit (Aura Science), sutlaMal, QigRsi IR,

Aluay Hooyd Qs aly cdlfasaeadl daid s30¢. B4l sg el
wfReud o0 sell ©, B4 wiys Qstir-i uHR) (Arom) Sl WSL Y& 2 2B+
Y [Qodd A usS ad d-dl usg s suuani audl 8. s 39 vy vied ¥
g wAeuod 8 uat A valal (agl, oid, @ vl ) 9. 4 % Ad s
AT dad MY S8t B, 2 addidl wls aerfl ygl RivgdHL eUol s 9.
wislal waensy viad Ut sel 8.

Al vadael as 2l GuralaRd deidyaxidl dat .
(1) aroTe wERmEE 1 (3rAT-Yy, gA-38) Weld ol USIR 8 ¢ AP A Hh.

(R) sreievr sarg= | (aram-y, ga-ae) wH d duiddl, eledl wid daid-ele
waell Geunt 2y 9. (aid 21ed Fusion 21 Sle 242@: Fission)

(3) e | (3remE-y, gE-3t) UL g db Al o Geust ad § vald g
2R 8, B W AL wRHg sl ¢l

() Stqwirarsat TEET | (TATE-Y, TI-2¢) s 2l Al AN By, oA B
sald 264l e 2d Queal wieaufBa dld ey suld e ay 9.
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(W) secamftergs & ) (Grames, g3-39) % GAlled, 4y w4 e 2l
ARl Ysa vald delens ¢ld d ad s O, Ad Wed B+ R (existence) ¥
d disu GaulR, R w4 A0 uBaysa sl 8,

(s) agwmared Premy | (smama-s, g9-30) B drll ielrl gl 2wl wlei-ll
Alasfl 24d 4wy d At 9. Ad Uldirll aeuadl 24d agd -ell. #2l s194] 2LsuY]
(B 2 9. dYl d R 6. (Universal mattcr)

(o) Reweresrarg wrer | (3ream@-4, F3-33) [F0H 24 Jétcadll oln Wy 8.
(H?.‘t[kj,“ll positive i+t negative charge"ﬂ Gedyl 9 )

(¢) T FIPEOATH | (AF-, FI-33) TR qFAEH | (w.um s, gH-39)
SR g | (Ste-y, §F-34) o

AR [Qstta-l dld 2u0 qfIzdl 5& €9 ¥ wu-d IRl Bigtguo @tm vid 38
saydi-l ot Adl el e vied Qe AHald wuQeusy.

A 2AA-2JRL 1N dl ALY Al AW HBU 38 — 38 Ayl eir udl ell.
o vigef] H(As spsanal wayaldl ot Ay B, B 2] AR, ANADRLS 6iY
e del yer [Rudleg Fguel 8.

e 18] gl

SORATGAT WO | (3T, GF-3%) RETRSITIamonomzeT | (3Eam-y,
TA-=0)

aiflz, aell, ¥, urRiegn w4 sudary Yigal@s . (Matter functions as a
material cause of body, speech, mind and breath), AL YU, §UL, WA HRLL A YR
yelartl Gusiz 8. »iells vtk adlr url Yeatar sieet o 9, ¢ % Ad o, sug
U, g Wel, ARl (Ul W) 2 oy ygords 2009l 8 it el Uzl
A 8.)

QIAGET AR | (IAT-, gF-38) .

Yl s Ml ug (slsoflont assiz siyal »i4 2Asellan Guz el
W) d @ddl GusR §. L 29 wumne AAl 5303 ¥ AR Bigiad 4 585 Dd
A il 69,

FAA-IROT: FpAr WA T R | (-, gI-IR)

510 (Time)«, $14 (Function) 3 ? adeit, ulReus, Bat, e 211 2uca @913
st s 6. 2yl eiildsaranl ya 2udl RRWRL S Aaluq il il 3
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w fl. S0 2adot g © e ol gl AR uluragy ad-, wReud, Al
@Ol a-tl 51 9. 519 acd GUR Beiesl-e el Alold WiEsH 1ol dq Aalle-t 4 a4
dq .

Wyl Qe | (3TeEE-s, PR3
ST - T - - R HE -GS Sadaaa=ed | (3=, gI-38)

yeoted uauy (Matter) 2ugl, R3¢, ot vt anl 2 aglavysd 8. 2l w3
yussael azu wAl 8. d use, ot Yeidl, YAad, dad wald visIR, oL,
U5, 1AL, AL 2 Gelld (Mod) AU B, UM 14U QR 2 YgoLa-
sl wd sl Her agl @, :

1) el RN ygod soirl oL Aol sdledl 9. 25 GuR 44 3 meL [Rgdar
(Chargcd matter) 19 e ol Gur fa.%dﬁll?. 2l (Uncharged matler) Mal.[cl a2y 9.
a%dﬁ'll?tiﬁd (Uncharged matler) Q’t?-l[ti a2 stzid (Photon), Al {Graviton)
L 3l (Gluon)rl e a8, Breslll wlRasia viq v Rasil ad
daufis w3 wirew B4l 9. 2B Rsun 34 Sur @R steulRs goudl anmd 2
detl M2 Beigdl-ini wriFasiad Fauey s3d © 2 d ay 4oy B, AN AsisHl ¥ %
sk 2R 1% Aor A €U% 315 e Bl sei wilRRsE ol ub,

oflog Al Vs Yoo ¢ sepEfer R | (R, gE-R6)

sy datanl Al AL viald WEani i O, oul Yl sua s A @il 3l
opa % yeareuetddl ol A dldli o iy B, d-l 2L Yol e ©. wa i+
yeard oAl Rl afE . R wadi wRew ad d 2 52 6. o Guiltrell
4 asof A 53 udq dvitdl 2acus AR dl Al ¥ 9. e A yeeddl
ARt Ml 95 15 L ALl wiell. 2 Beed dl @a wid yeae el -
Pl agl2il yd e 6.

sl ety O virual sir-Raterl drdl, Hudl dl 2ids adl 9.

] Beteeletil 209 GeuR, dPus sl wuddil Rigid, 2g-lne-, soug
ddlogq-Raed, werdll Foididl Raia, wedd 3uidel @R 2@lasut qul
ugelfstiatl dertan Rigidid aslq WML A U3l wg sd. B welul
woiolis WEsed uet Gedw 8, 3 siadl sad @l seild ud awdl s,
yor v sl RosudalngReql s delu-icns dw Yol ddl ¥ uudd
(omoilotlrt soil wet Bt Aol el 30 edida 8. vady-s Ad 2ugs
Rl 3oeid 2 Herayel Rigidl Bt welidi Hafd 39 Rawdd 8. 2l
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Wi 530 ¥ oY o Yol Al el FolHl 3uMl Ot st URURA ydd &,
d Al aalisaL 8. s 2aiq wuu (Time), 2asi2l (Space) 217t ygore (Matter)-AL
yaod Rugidl, wadadl Fas, 2Ag-uwdg Qsud, eud ader, wldaas,
QoA Rigia, 2l Rl w4 w3, alBait Feed, 2@Rudl, 2REa,
ffirl (Rand, deddl vony alsd... 21 od o arainl d4er Ad Fawdd & A
dvil &g WAaAd A [Qa-il seum w2 v 2id 835 duenen Hia el R
yxonadi-l 9.

sui sai Guselell axg-uRRAR 2zt et (Complete knowledge) Uit &4 13,
drtl ot AL HuRedAL 24l WdH st B dsansizsll Guiali@t 58
9 % Ad, Aval, &8s, W, s, videua adtidl dyel sd- wadl asy 8. 28 Ay
wel avy @ & yeid qiotit, uell d %9 ¢l b Adq, €35 vsidul Fcidl w4 albisdy
A A ¢ly 8. ved § 238 U d R €l © db 25 widauad & xR gy
. i d Ad d uwRad-lla ¢l &.

USRS S8 © 3 Yearad @ W A % aAsI 9. Ygold e uUa 518l
wisolan Al uR AsudAl 9. viasny @ yeae et el »ase 4 el dl
YEALA URL L ld. A welad s [t ol Griralaml usl 54 3. dusl 58 ¥ Faal
dadl 3ls w9 ] ud dadl fad uew sl ws susauBa s 9. '

2qdsuq :

¢d @alsutdl aid 5893 dl 2iuen Rai-d sl gatdaria old galu ye @q
9 Ag Udwilzd 54 9. a-ruldul a4 § 2g B WAl wg W JAd 56 7 B,
el 2l uoLy 2ol oS yedl, wiell, 21004 vl gl el @a-siicil © g caley
. w3 AL [Bal yloy Aataril 3R 8 2t wupl Rt dou a2l aflA,
wastd, Aallwis Aad wlBia sa0 W2 v 2001 Huell s3is s4is g ud o 8.

s Al Grralaoal @andl Qe e 8. %+ amr w3, Rsid Adda d
GRadR WRll, B 2 uRewmHl AR s §. d B veuRsRid Brdsaon ved
% 2143 el st AoRAL Al ved 3 os Buitdl werelHi wgt Ad-t wtald dael s&).
ARel euay 3 wiel 2 sl ugl wdct . @al- UstR ddld Av-elar, n wed
slddl-Qlad. dul Aslwy. AGRMRY, ddlzy 3R, wiar valy As(=axni yul,
wall, »104, a1y, aqula. dui uel a-uldui wHIReL a4 vt udts atl,
A48l a-12ud vied (Holenl wdl. dul »i3[Rusl s (R oaiul vel AyfHd
il Geulrt. 24 elrig AARAR Al vIVR ugd w Aseudly 6§, }acﬂ [Qae
[z viuell wiadl-t dzslavl sal sa ?
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drmiom Yo o Yot (alisndnl) viet wnd .

9. ughn IO | Sentience (application of knowledge) is defining characteristic of fife
of soul. 2a-l s 3 av »l 8 3 Yelaifid sirt L vgeratl ¥ el ¢,
Wil 36 Gualor 53 d @4 8. wardl widl wale cuval Qs wet Guacd <.
Gualol-olad aSd % Wdlt dal $d waldie stiel W, Pui-grutl e Wi,
SRES

3, GTETE Eﬁ?l'l?ﬁ-‘[ t The functior: of the soul is to render service to one another.

B goflond GusIdl ag & @adl eifds &g 8. uddl 1% sel v Glas
g AR 2ud, uiq L il S 28l vist 8. s wa ol want U
8. Mack’s principle of physics MIgl Rl #i5 2is 2y »iselln Al Asudd .
Rl 215 gl s4is $281R A 3 vidd Yl dl 2uvi R Rum 2R w,
udd ueld, du s 2q oflon wad vl 52 dl suv QA uds oand dHl 2R
g % . 2L did Ml 2Hd Dd R €. We are influenced by the rest. We all are entangled.
SIS uBl @A HAt, add, sl gl 4 3 as.

aafsinl s virad vids wewdl ddld Qs oRrg 8.

Cua dl a-u@l 24 6w d@det ©, el ole B el dlad Qs
Rig 52 20l adl anll. sadlazis old d Re 3. 2l QN 2wl dl
HHRRL AR A Uelds aruldsiad Rgla A 2uel .

a-ufusi @ad yooqd dsuvil (instinet) €la 6, Aderl 1t & d d} ¢d Qs
allstf % 9. uaL L @ald 5w Sl 8 A de ¢la 8 A B wetlsd aAld AU
R . B4 ¥ arpufiqlL suewisadl o0 dlal, Yol -adi} d 4 dew 8. d 4
SUAIL A AGUY A5 53 6. B i el KR, B 2Rl WiSH dal UL
(2L wid. eLat. ot2ist, Yot R serami Aasyln Aed yeil dalell asy
B, wyotd elot SN A,

ARlasuA :

Feig el -t Guz gL Al avidal . aaxdl wdlai ol HerdlRaed-l
A AR AN’ A/ Bal U [Byy Gu 4er ustel wd ¥, d-ll -
el oo, s 2 isoRidu seed Raldl 8, 24l e (sqare
root), €144 (Cube roat), 24Y81Ls (Fraction), ¥H, eigl Ugla dat W+l st oeidzl
Guz wal [age gl sami v 8. »u R adeya, waril®, 2l R
Reuuala Uzl AR GUR Her Wsle ulll 8. B+t el Yalusll wyails GuR
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vol R sl 6. o3 Ul AL B AU D B 8 B Aotad: sl
etdlRiud dvla 9.

HIHAURA ¢

AR (gt uel 2+ daului Qlsiyds Gedw udal sl 1 . ula, 24,
st AR, [Mely 2 sfdsid © 14 d gl 2 s dld 9. 2 uldwe-t wstud -
s, M A dle B ¢ oeud WL 2 g ML YRS [Qsuq v Ranil dalad
sail %32 9. Bad welld H-3ey ay [AsRid ded d Gdz wisll sdaw o,

T THTEDT (TTE-4, IA-34)
24l GuRid WRYlsgR [Rel arataat 8 % urdlad sddlel 3l 2is 2@

. Uldi-dl sdaldl Rgidi-l 28 sa1 e qeu olload Y13 . 1 gl Qedise asy
69, Al H1ol wal wui sldiedl . ~iadien G saei udlss ¢ w4l e !

[Q212 Thought - Spect study :

Adat llusidiac] waeudd s& © 5, adRAl Baell, awll Guaioell 14
Weirtt [QRuAEl sl iy w1 68, dll Mo, a@t, st ol uas g, wllRs
Guell 23 & Rl sloiy wiy d dra Auw as, aell-u euell sl g
Yelansanl sfoin a4 wst s8 AHD WS, Uid B 95 sl )l 1
AR d29M% 3 abstract Mldd vd AHed 3 wel w9 AR 1lsiRg elg.
UL spect 27t MRIAL MA0H Rig 9y 9 3 vn-l uls (R, uals amell 24 3
$19, gl QIR HOLZ AL AL ALSA Frwil Geedd 8 A d Ml -l ud ¢ ved
3 d wigalets o, 2l uoqdl atd 2uve w9 wuuel uAs YRAAR 3 5RAAR Ws oy
Qlefl 53 8. 2t wuyew aRML 3 Radl caaeil ddl o sdolarl &g o . wuush
aefl-il 215 215 2ot uQL AMA QA A A 2 2t [ Y2 2G5 A
Mo U 53 € et B Wl AN, Wil we i) ay v 52 9. ddl ¥ uds
B, xals ot ¥ UAls [QARML vHT/aad ed, AAd eq, dal Uy L uHeu
QAR Guie 20l 9,

torll At udal iyl HAYAssRL HARBRIL sl sdl. e Rty sis
vl uiy AAd] Al 1 sl avielil oA va 6.

[Beueura (Directions) :

wpaeiol Y5l sl etgoingadll Bl 2l seal weue 6 3 eaddsul
% (R yaleddl © d diadgetnl yalddl © e eadomi yakddll 2 Gw 6
d vivaagui yalendl 8 udg oul o daul GazfEal 43 udd ©. w0 ana e
Aissy vl Wl wiARs (Araddn)-dl siSs sumreid widdl ssl.
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WHR A ad duzag Raud :

=, Ui otlde 4Ly 281t dal o 2ads (ABURS w1 ufasHe uRd),
89 O AU W GURL AU, 5612 Y3 dul (Bsiaell, 2Bie, Guarl), vl
R, 2Rl 2ued (2uerRRaud), aBedy-aw, Bas — wa Radau
R 11, sl vt B 2l a2 R wsedl Aer 2R, 1l Fzidl wa
oUd Il AARBL, L o) olleldl daul 2ssivil Ayel WS dur 1S wren,
oflaiets 3ot duer aenlds Gald ad ¢, d ae qygel dsufis &, 2 Rasd
245 walddl A=A WAL WA dl Wi vel sluel Q1 AN 6.

¥ % {d g [ARRs 2l ASY dl vier ud ¥ 2l yedldl suawaedl
URsHA dld aluin welll el aar amdl, Al ad-u flad uR adl
AU AL AL 20 Pl 151al 8. 1t 518 [ARAL Badl »ys usi-l dlal
ASOUD 209AL Sl vl [ © % Bl wlied 2uuy 2 W 1A sadl asy.
et 8L ABeNgt-cudt Al Ard Rzt 4t weHd 4y 8. yul ugdl dlda
vilats alsan oted Ag 263l 3uid wa © v A warvaal Gun yrdad
a8 9y 8 wg dstls nalotell Rig 2y . AsuA 5¢ © 3 A% AN usA deat
el gl dqd . ddl uBiede--cuor AyRlugl siS vzl Ana-it wudls AR
YA 9. Al dw um sl W S, s P i Yakd aud wed ygl
s Yo didl Goaulviell 2ueiR BtRd wd 9 w4 d vl Bar iy ¥ dd ua
asl+ 8, 2l ABelr UsiU B 24 2 ald uel dsiRs d B wda .

Bt Wl sk ol Ad wd 9 ddl A 8. 4. xdwer (Aeuw
EIUG[A), 2. %1 (Embryo feeding) ¥t 3. @il iRl did s34 .
AsAURUIBL 2t WA Guatt Bt el & uislol 3l Ad wadl &l &
d [@aud e 2ws slusl 9. Bzl d Reuaq dal el dbuseyl 8.
AL (B9l ol a9l Yo uzsgmizl dloy oaqulEd dlus alEanidl woll k.

Fellui wils (we MMA2 2ucifian, @, Hid) 21 uRiswe (e
Wil 2uedanl 2 Yot 520 A sal d-ll uRetgdls] ve e 8. A aRsun
9. wd sHau-dl ulBul 9. vicld Y™ oud &, ARSI Wi wd s,
weyfs, g-alsdll RRIRAD wd 8. uAsHe™D ofdsia 2 walax, aduin
st e [Qyle 2 sl v Rued] wgeid wWEa .

B AUARMEL U [Qeny oy e Ad 44 9. Beq Hewr sUaL dud 8 dag
% A3 oetd dell uel ay el RS [ A04d du- ©. uBAUML s (AR WS
B AR USRIl 2udL), Gleiled) (eu s3di g wid), gfidu (g Gur s
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L), ucdol (2, g4, edl, wsait adlRe cudt), stasda (adlea s wI4q,),
Aellrtcts (212 ol 2s1ell Rival) wud 6. veddR quml walax, [, dwiazay
(21, 939 2 Raril 293 adfla-d Aargga), @, silas] v v »ud 8,
OHEL Bl AR ol sl du vl Gals woual &,

Bl ML s, uRsHeL M sl der [Azuel 9. 21 Guria
Nenei, ARG W el 2L 93 Bt 9313 W15 UHD QAL sl Al
wd . aari-l ¥l Bl udpiud WA ysasidd wolg sl dui o e
a2 sratl st 8. 2ge1 w3 vudiitd el Ageieel g2 all snel
Ylad 1A 8w de ugl@d wdfl usiy B,

aolloll QsnA :

dollefl Ratt RSl Grirtue 3ot opsgalzt, QAuis Yo, -*ouzuual Yot Pigl[?ﬂ,
UL YA a3t w[Aqa gl 8.

s 28R, QAT @Rl WeR, dusal, Yl Mg, wad ud-l
S50R1AMS REE, WS, uRSMLL, 20 a9 ]l sLulol i by
sdlatl A2t GuR uel stop Aad] wsi . 3qied doldl AL Ak A% L AAOLAL
U ol 2@l 9. Al i AAelMl wAlRs v WS ey daqar S qup
WALl HIS B tv{ru Rigicl wlell qmi2 23y sy 8. 4 u-g,mqle{l B4R S
REAR2E U W 89, WA Alogd iy 6.

w41uel qc{nm DA uGld qol waderl Wil w1l B, seulol, ol
st asdl dat 5 sReeid 6. gl Widl wadddl, sieridl, saad-)
AU Al oAl wAsiRiets PR s1el Ao Wy 6. A B4 waqugle)
DAL 219 dll 24 oL A2 GUR sto Al wsin. 2L {0 wl§ay a4y 8. uz
Bt vitglRAstt wi @asidldl Gur Ry dalan s2al ad 32 &, R-uel gL,
seqlel U uk.

Bt 2 dgdduln s el sl si(Embryology )i elet © dal
AR AU Anatomy )+, [RAR8 W2l B o] .

ey [dsuAi :

wlAReA, 4o, DR, valagil wnasll, widue, oqlfAn L,
QgfAsin, 2uspisad Qs dd Qs wel Bassdui Fave wg 6.

Bt B WOt Youi B0, W 2 yesd) M AU GUR
HeR [Aare . uey Hetdl? sua sty 2ol 2ol 2l g 58] ©. B+ AR,
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PARA 2 PR Rl Qe 9. B UIYAL ALSIRHA AAd HHULS DRIy
. d-ll oflos uet MLl s [AdNal © ¥ d Auslusl Briuincls.

Pl d@labls RBgidl — 2ldnl, sisiaae, s, wd-si Rgld,
solg il wioey sdlred [Blds, sidsieeid (causlity), Entanglement,
Determinism, Mach's Principle, Gesiladl dsufs Rigia a3l @l ger dAd wxeadl
ASY,

gl Bedd v 2y Qetianl Sedly dtdl AdidR © w1 [@Asud-i As
g el ol Al ay A ay s YR wddl € 8, 2 2l 100
ol yd
deld. dieud 1 5 Ratta-t @y ¢ qagl dl 3+ 494 adl e ay Wi Ad anw
21519}

Bl BAUAH Bl B YRud- Al uellod] [Qodl widl Rzudl 8 5 % Aikd
Attt sl weL 22 wstd -1l 24 3d Alal s Sul dl F-ieald wal Gled-t 2Aldl
[Asl, w8l =t [Aseul [Agl, 515 oladl, 2UeR, ke, oifds [Qsu,
Qi 992 Qs 591 R4l wAs al dalludl Y i H=d 53, wloy
yRaual dadl g4 il dzsdfl widaeRd A ele w2l wsla.

W ussl dl B el Uels [umml ~ Riglani Raiq aqdg o siet 3
ot Helell udst sat wuyls Qe aelad] yulel 9. dd sHarqar
sl g sigd — Himdcid oeael ul 9. 2w Rat-l-i Hd Bredt aad sl
WHL A ottt asie Al Fesi-nl otdiddl e, Yo, el adl
Rl wmll ol ©. 2iuEl 2uual wisld vl A4 Aol g Mear wd
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The Hume - Vivekananda letters set off a bitter debate which lasted into the early part of 1895
and which was published in various widely read periodicals such as the Forum, the Arena, the
Monist, and so on. The principal antagonists were, on the missionary side : The Right Reverend
Mr. J. M. Thoburn Missicnary Bishop to India and Malaysia, Mr. Fred Powers, Rev. J. M. Muller
and Rev. E. M. Wherry, and on the Hindu side : Mr. Virchand R. Gandhi and Mr. Purushottam Rao

Telang. (Vol. I, P. 464-468),
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N. P. Jain

Universal Relevance of
Jain Religion

Globalisation is the buzz word in contemporary
times given the communications revolution and the
shrinking of time of space thanks to rapid strides in
computer technology. The resultant opening up of
knowledge-sharing in economic, political, cultural,
philosophical and holistic spheres has brought us
closer to becoming global citizens without losing
national, ethnic or spiritual affiliations.

Increasing Inter-faith cooperation and
understanding has served to highlight that world
religion and faiths have many common concepts
despite differences in religious rituals, customs or
geographical or historical linkages. It is in this context
that there is in witness an increasing inqﬁisitiveness to
know about Jain religion and philosophy. It is more so
because unlike some other religions, Jain religion is not
a proselytising religion. Anyone can follow its
principal concepts without formally becoming an
adherent to Jain religion. The principles have a
universal relevance.

AHIMSA - A Supreme religion

Jain religion is one of world’s oldest religions
dattng back in origin to several centuries B.C. It is the
only religion which has enshrined Non-violence
({AHIMSA) at the highest pedestal of Supreme
Religion. The renowned American Cosmologist Carl
Sagan has observed that perhaps Jain religion is the
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only religion in the world whish has recognised ‘RIGHT TO LIFE’ for all living
beings.

The starting point for Jain concept of AHIMSA is succinctly expressed in
Jain holy scriptures as ‘PARASPAROPGRAHA JEEVANAM' meaning that
all life in this universe is interdependent and intertwined. Man may regard
himself as a superior living being compared to other life-forms in terms of
heightened sense of sensitivity, logic, reasoning, wisdom, sensibilities and
communicating abilities. But he ultimately owes his survival, existence and
progress to the contributory role of other living beings as well as live natural
elements of environment around us.

The Jain concept of Ahimsa {(non-violence) applies not only to perception
as a philosophical concept, but also to understanding as well as translating it
into day-to-day life ethics. It has, in fact, deeply impacted the age-old Indian
cultural and holistic thought in terms of espousal of tolerance, compassion
and kindness towards all. Influenced in his early youth by the teachings of
Jain Guru Shrimad Rajchandra, Mahatma Gandhi intuitively gathered the
courage to resort to non-violent passive resistance (which later came to be
called ‘SATYAGRAHA’ meaning ‘advocating peacefully a just truthful
cause’) in his early struggle against Apartheid in South Africa. He was
practising as a barrister there, Blacks and Browns were, at the height of
apartheid forbidden to travel in First Class in trains. Gandhi mustered the
courage to travel challenging the ban, but was thrown out of the railway
compartment.. The incident became historic as it highlighted the courage of
Non-violent. On coming to India, Gandhi decided to lunch a peaceful non-
violent struggle against the British colonial rule. He rallied the masses for
- peaceful protest against colonial exploitation. Eventually the world witnessed
the victory of non-violence through its successful experiment in India’s
gaining freedom from Britain without resorting to violence.

Martin Luther King was deeply inspired by Gandhi’s experiment of non-
violence and adopted it in leading a successful struggle of non-violent mass
protest against racial discrimination after a visit to India in 1959 for
discussions with Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s inspiration is visible at Martin
Luther King’s Centre in Atlanta with statue of Mahatma Gandhi right at the
entrance of the Memorial and inside the Gandhi’s room.

In today’s world, relevance of Ahimsa has been universally felt. The
world is tormented by ever-increasing escalation of violence in personal,
social, national and global situations with unbridled terrorism emerging as a
demon-face of violence, Increasing intolerance, hatred and ego together with
economic and social exploitation is highly destablising the society. Religions

are tending to be ritualistic as well as fanatic and dogmatic. This has put in
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sharp focus that non-violent behaviour and methods could be the only’
endurable recipe for stable peace and protection of all civilisational values and
moral concepts world-wide. Jain way of life has inspired this thought with
increasing global impact.

Jain Religion - A Religion of Environment

Jain concept of Ahimsa also makes Jain religion a religion of
environment. Renowned Jain Tirthankar Lord Mahavir who lived six
centuries B.C. preached :

‘One who ignores the existence of earth, water, fire, wind and greenery ignores
one’s own existence which is intertwined with all these vital elements in an
inextricable web of mutual interdependence.’

The world is facing highly disturbing environmental degradation
manifest in the vanishing of many species of birds and beasts, distu'rbing‘
climate changes, deforestation and merciless slaughter of innocent animals in
slaughter houses. JEEVA DAYA (kindness towards all forms of life)
advocated by Jain religion becomes highly relevant for the world at large.

Vegetarianism - Logical and ethical dimension of non-violence

Jain philosophy of JEEV DAYA (Compassion for all forms of life) rightly
advocates adoption of vegetarianism as an ethical concept - as an integral part
of its non-violent method of living. A research study has shown that in recent
years precisely on health as well as ethical ground, adherence to vegetarian
and vegan diet is increasing in USA with close to 50 Million adherents.

Bernard Shaw and Albert Einstein were both converts to vegetarianism.
The famous words of Bernard Shaw still widely quoted are : ‘I am a vegetarian
because I detest the idea of making my stomach a graveyard of innocent animals and
species.” Steve Jobs, the most outstanding computer genius also turned
vegetarian when he came to India for meditation and self-realisation.

In Jain philosophy the concept and practice of AHIMSA includes in its
fold the vital concepts of APARIGRAHA and ANEKANT. Together these
three provide a Jain model of non-violence which can be practised in day-to-
day life both at individual as well as community levels. In fact the three
concepts woven together define what I would like to describe as a ‘Jain art of
living’

APARIGRAHA

‘Aparigraha’ (non-possession and non-attachment) is a recipe to gain
freedom from ever-escalating wants and material desires, temptations of
acquisition and possessiveness. Practice of restraint in consumpﬁ'on has
become vital in modern times. Over-consumption as well as wasteful
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-

consumerism in this age of consumption is taking a heavy toll on human
health through manifestation of diseases like obesity, diabetes and so on.

Mahatma Gandhi’s famous words define Aparigraha beautifully :

‘Live by need and not greed. Take from the Earth what you need. Earth will
them be able to serve and support living beings longer.”

Lord Mahavir - the 24th and last Tirthankar {Path finder) of Jain religion
preached :

One who has conguered unhappiness
Gains freedom from attachment.
One who has conquered attachment
Gains freedom form desires.

One who has conquered desires
Becomes full of equanimity

The great Indian sage Kundkundacharya observers in holy scripture
‘SAMAYSAAR' :

‘Howsover much you might consume, the urge and crdving for more never
leaves you much like the insect which goes on sucking contaminated blood till he
dies.”

Anekant - Promoting synthesis

The Principle of ANEKANT advocates approach of relativity in thinking
and doctrine of manifold aspects of Truth is multifaceted as seen by
individuals and communities in differing circumstances, environment and
experiences. Intolerance and hostility is generated when one regards his
version of truth as absolute. ANEKANT approach advocates peaceful
coexistence among different interpretations of truth. A very simple example is
a person is a son to someone, but a father or uncle or husband to others.

To promote durable understanding, it is essential to harmonize related
" interpretations of facts, situations and events. Indeed the modern theory of
‘Relativity” is based on the same assumptions as the doctrine of Anekant.
Anekant approach can build synthesis and cooperation in place of hostility
and conflict.

The philosophy of Anekant is highly relevant in modern times - when
political, ideological, economic, social and religious fanaticism and
intolerance are destroying civilisational values and the fabric of stable peace
. and harmony.

Jain religious text Duwastrishtika beautifully portrays the attribute of
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synthesis inherent in Anekant and relates it to the fundamental thought in -
Jain religion namely “'VASTU SWABHAVO DHARMA'’ - This means that the
root to truth is to grasp the total nature of any substance. It is important to
know that in Jain philosophy, the key to understanding this is the grasping of
the need to work towards attaining a truly rational (SAMYAK) outlook.

SAMYAK DARSHANA (Rational Perception), SAMYAK GYAN
(Rational Knowledge) and SAMYAK CHARITRA (Rational Conduct)
constitute together the foundation of Jain religion from which Anekant flows
out logically. The emphasis is on not merely acquired rational perception and
knowledge about universe and creation, but rationally practising it in day-to-
day life. First practise then preach.

Significance of Shraman Sanskriti

That is how Jain religion and for that matter Buddhist religion are in a - -
special category of ‘Shraman Sanskriti” i.e. effort culture. This principle has
universal relevance in today’s world — so full of uncertainties, emergencies,
stress and conflicts. For eternal or even internal happiness one has to make’
. effort oneself. -

It is interesting that Jain religion does not recognise any GOD sitting in
heaven running this world. One can not solve one’s problems in the struggle
of life by dreaming of God’s blessings, kindness and miracles. The world is
created and is running with an integrated existence and interrelation between
six fundamental elements (DRAVYAS). JIVA (the animate souls), AJIV
{inanimate and non-soul), PUDGAL (Matter), AKASHA (Space) and KALA
(Time).

While talking about universal relevance of Jainism, I feel it is essential to
grasp this root philosophy which is highly scientific and precise in analysing
the factors behind creation and running of the universe.

Effort culture is necessary if we desire to lead a noble life, based on self
reliance, indulge in just and rightful activities and then move onwards
towards the ideal of liberation of one’s soul from the endless cycle of birth and
death. One has to go through ~ may be several incarnations in the process of
birth and death and depending on your deeds, you would eventually get
liberation of your soul from earthly bondage.

Concluding observation

Thus universal relevance of Jain religion lies not only in its being a
compassionate art of living but also being a spiritual path for the liberation of
your soul. At a time when need of reviving Ethical values in the warld are
gaining ground, Jain approach could offer inspiring thought and conduct
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patterr{ inextricably integrated and interlinked.

While Hindu and Buddhist religions moved out of India in earlier
centuries, Jain religion did not because of its austere practices prohibiting
saints to travel except on foot and stringent food & conduct restrictions and
abstentions. However beginning with 19th century and much more so in the
20th century, Jain businessmen, doctors, engineers and others started locating
themselves abroad in Africa, UK., US.A,, Singapore, Hongkong etc. Today
they are practically found in major cities in all the continents. In a way they
have provided a glimpse of Jain way of life in terms of being vegetarians, and
being active on inter-faith cooperation front for humanitarian and
compassionate causes.

As early as 1853 Jain religion was represented at the First Parliament of
World's Religions. Later in 1993, at the second Parliament of World’s Religion
held again at Chicago, a Jain delegation comprising 20 saints, scholars and
social activist represented Jain religion and brought home its universal
relevance. 1 happened to be one of them who were also on the drafting
committee, for a Global Ethics Declaration. And we were successful in this
declaration recognising that non-violence constitutes the bedrock of world
ethics. _

There are numerous Jain temples, in various countries and in
considerable measure in USA and Canada. More than these places of worship
where Jain pray regularly, increasing universal relevance is being realised of
the Jain art of living and ethical way of life in terms of taking to the path of
Ahimsa, Anekant and Aparigraha in an integrated and earnest manner to the
. extent feasible in one’s circumstances. Such an approach promotes peace and
understanding within the family and community as well as different nations.

Y



Dawoodbhai
Ghanchi

Synergistic Role of Education in India
of the 21st Century

Nature of Education : Education is a.-
transformative process that is designed to bring about
desired change in the personality and behavior of the
educand, namely the learner who passes through the
process ,. which may happen with or without the
intervention of the educator, i. e. the teacher. The
change would be in proportion to the deliberate,
measured inputs provided during the process by the
enabler, namely the educator comprising a human
agent or a system or an agency like the physical,
technological, or socio-cultural infrastructure. In fact,
over centuries, education has developed into a
complex, multifactor process. It is no longer a simple
linear process, entirely controlled by a human teacher
passing on bits of information to the recipient learner.

In the modern context, therefore, education as a
process functions at multiple levels trying to bring
about change in the multifaceted personality of the
learner through the operation of multiple factors,
forces, tools etc. And so education has become an
elaborate, comprehensive endeavour aimed at
changing the personality of the learner for better. It is
intensively  laboured, it being a labour intensive
activity, is meticulously planned and almost super-
designed. After all, modern education is tremendously
influenced and shaped by the contemporary world
scenario which itself is a conglomerate of diverse
forces like politics, socio-cultural life styles, economy,
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arts, religion, entertainment, advancements in the fields of science and
technology and myriad other factors.

Education in the modern age of rapid changes including the powerful
change agent of globalization at all levels, thus, has got a new role to play
shaping the personality of the learner and its interaction with other domains
like society and environment. It is the role as a synergizing agent for the chief
three domains of the personality and life of the learner. They are as follows.

1. The personal, private domain of life of the individual learner is
motivated by a spectrum of needs of development. Abraham Maslow,
the renowned American psychologist, through his famous pyramid of
hierarchy of basic needs, has listed five fundamental needs that impel
the individual learner to undertake his learning adventure. They are as
under :

(a) Physical needs of existence like food, nutrition, shelter, health,
exercise, rest, medication etc.

() Security needs like freedom from danger, fear, hazards etc.

(c) Social needs like family life, friendship, community life, sense of
affection, of acceptance and belonging.

(d) Ego needs like feeling of worth and self-importance, leadership,
g )24 P P
position of power etc.

(e) Selfactualisation needs including desire for personal fulfillment,
realization of one’s potential, satisfaction of one’s aspirations and
expectations - moral, spiritual and even divine.

2. The social domain in which the learner individual lives, operates, and
' enjoys the fruit of his involvement in life and its myriad other pursuits
and activities.

3. The global, general, environmental domain including nature on one
hand, and on the other, the vast manmade environment of the world all
around.

The triple synergy to be developed, nurtured and sustained through a
comprehensive, relevant and competent educational input is a huge task
modern education has to perform at all levels of education, primary,
secondary, higher and professional special type of education.

The Nature of Synergy : As a rule, every system, be it a biological one, or
a physical one or a social one or whatever it be, must be a synthesized,
harmonized, integrated and balanced entity by itself. Take for example, the
human personality of a student. It consists of various parts and constituents
like the body, mind, spirit, soul, attitudes, beliefs, habits etc. All these
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components must be so organically integrated with one another as to give rise -
to what is known as the WHOLE MAN. He will be a balanced self-contained
person who will be competent to function in workaday life highly
productively and satisfactorily. Such a person, then, plays his various roles to
the satisfaction of himself as well as of the society. This is what Shakespeare
indicated in his famous lines as under :

All the world is a stage,

And all the men and women merely players,
They have their exits and entrances,

And one man in his time plays many parts.

Education must equip every learner with capacities, skills, abilities and
world view to act his designated part well. Only a solidly synergized person
would be capable of playing such challenging role.

Similarly, the social domain which includes the family, commumty,
neighbourhood, friends, and umpteen number of socio-cultural bodies,
formal and nonformal, is to be internally woven in a web with all parts
harmonized I through intricate weaving .Externally, the social domain has to
be synergized with the two other domains, namely individual and global
into in an intricate maze..

The global environmental domain, in which the individual lwes and his
social domain get inhered in, is a much complex entity. It too will have to
develop intra synergy as well as inter synergy with the other two domains.
Obviously, the hub of the triple web is the individual, the chief player on the
stage of life. Education, therefore, will have to focus its impact on him and
through him on the social and global domains. Realizing and sustaining this
triple synergy is, thus, a unique and intricately artistic function of modern
education.

The Process of Synergisation : The structure of modern education as an
enterprise as well as a transformative process thus consists of three layers,
namely, the individual learner, his society and the global environment in
which both operate. As stated earlier, each operates at two levels. One, it
operates solo as an entity by itself in which capacity it must develop and
sustain its intra synergy. It should. for example, maintain its own health,
vigour, capability and sustainability. Two, it should develop interrelationship,
interplay and interdependence with the other two layers. Such perfect inter
and intra compatibility should be continually developed and sustained for the
educational investment to be maximally productive.

To ensure such multilayer functioning, specific educational inputs will be
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required. Here is given a brief suggestive mechanism for such operation. This
suggestive procedure is applicable to all stages of education, i.e. primary,
secondary, tertiary, etc.

(A) The Process for the Individual Domain : The individual is the prime
mover of the triple synergy. He is a growing human person. He has to be
involved in numerous formative educational experiences appropriate
for his age, as also for the type of education he has to receive. The chief
areas of development of his personality are as under.

1.  Physical, bodily needs of health, energy, nutrition, wellness,
productivity, protection against hazards like diseases, addictions,
accidents etc.

2.  Psychological need s of developing specific faculties like mental
health, reasoning, thinking, memorizing, decision making,
communicating verbally as well as nonverbally , acquiring and
mastering language skills etc.

3. Emotional needs like developing emotional balance and
composure, acquiring traits and qualities of compassion, empathy,
righteous indignation at evils, coping skills etc.

4. Social development needs like developing team spirit, making
friends, taking leadership role, organizing mobilization, helping
the needy in different ways, even at personal cost etc.

5. Cultural development needs through cultivation of tastes, refined
aesthetics, appreciating beauty, rhythm and delightfulness, taking
active interest in arts, recreation pursuits etc.

6. - -Moral, ethical and spiritual needs, developing desirable values,
developing a proactive moral and civic character, standing for a
noble cause etc.

7.  Technological skills for a productive, gainful and meaningful
career for personal satisfaction as well as social contribution to the
welfare of the community, developing entrepreneurship and risk
taking and innovative behaviour.

In essence, there will be a concerted, well-focussed and pointedly
targeted educational programme to harness the development process on all
counts simultaneously to build up a holistic architecture of different
dimensions of the individual’s personality which would ultimately shape an
integrated all round personality of the individual. It is such a beautifully and
delicately sculpted personality that would meet the criteria Shakespeare laid
down to call him MAN, the unique product of nature. Here are his words :
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What a piece of work is man!
How noble in reason!

How infinite in faculties!

In action, how like an angel!

In apprehension, how like a god!

To ensure interdimensional synergy with the two other domains, namely
social and global domains, various suitable tasks and experiences will have to -
be identified and offered to help the individual develop such capacities and
traits as would embed his personality in the vast and variegated landscape of
society in particular and global life in general. As a result there would emerge
a sort of symphony of the interplay by the actors namely the 1nd1v1dual his
society and the world community at large.

(B) The Process for the Social Domain : The modern concept of education
subsumes the inclusion of the synergy of the various constituents of the
social dimension, formal educational programmes and informal
extracurricular activities and outreach initiatives. These will have to be
so planned and carried out so as to make the social system a progressive,
prosperous and proactive agency that should provide both security and
challenges to the individual to operate as a responsible and sensitive -
member of the society. The activities to be provided to the society
through the individual student and his classmates, along with the
teacher, would include some of the following ones.

1.

Continuing adult education programmes for targetted groups like
farmers, working women, youth and others.

Extension services to the society for specific needs ltke community
hygiene, electoral awareness, microfinance etc.

Professional /occupational skills training for better employability
like computer literacy, small savings, retailing, marketing,
communication skills etc.

Capacity building programmes for example for civic citizenship,
social reforms, mobilizing for specific missions like polio
campaign, fighting against corruption and so on.

Climate building like developing cooperation among social groups
and organizations, forming peace committees, carrying out
monitorial tasks for aangan vadi, for public distribution system,
for registering for aadhaar cards etc.

Providing training, experiences and even apprenticeship
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" programmes for various life skills of modern life like operating a
bank account, carrying out disaster management activities etc.

7. Organising internship activities to provide practical hands-on
knowledge on one hand and supplementary income to students in
collaboration with employers, both individual and corporate.

8.  Establishing liaison between society and educational institutions
and their resources and assets, both material and expertise, so as
to increase frequent exchange of knowledge and capacities for
mutual supplementation and enrichment.

9.  Making all educational programmes and activities progressively
relevant and meaningful to society through collaboration, both
intellectual and social.

10. Adding an egalitarian component to education so as to turn out
student social activists and workers with a pro-people and pro-
society world view and philosophy of life.

It is hoped that such diverse agenda of educational inputs directly
planted in the student population and indirectly, through them, in the entire
body organic of society, will strengthen the roots of interdimensional synergy
- and thereby contribute to the emergence of a system of community education
geared to the needs of the 21st century challenges.

One of the grimmest challenges for India in the 21st century is that of a
number of evil practices the society has accepted as normal though they eat
into the vitals of the system. Corruption, gender discrimination, child abuse,
crime, violence in the day-to-day life and the notorious CHALATI HAI
attitude to life and work are the pervasive evils, which Gandhiji used to call
SINS. They have to be fought and liquidated. Only a socially sensitive and
committed youth, so trained in values of sensitive citizenship, by a synergized
education, can do it. Let’s remind ourselves of the proverbial seven sins
against which Gandhiji cautioned the nation decades ago. Hopefully, such a
reminder may awaken our dormant, slothful and inert souls.

1. Commerce without ethics

Pleasure without conscience

Politics without principles

Knowledge (Education) without character
Science without humanity

Wealth without labour

NS d e wN

Worship without sacrifice

"(C) The Process for the Global Environmental Domain : Education as an
enabling human activity and an organized system does not operate in a
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vacuum. In the modern age, the whole world is the arena for it to
operate interactively. The all enveloping environment of the world
arena consists of nature and nature’s myriad components and forces
education has to reckon with. It also consists of civilisational assets of a
community built by the mankind over millennia. They include habitats,
villages, towns, cities, transportation, communication channels,
corporations, industries, agriculture and hundreds of mammoth
systems and subsystems of life. Thus, the modern environment is a
global reality on a massive scale.

Education must get synergised with the omnipresent environment as the
present day world has contracted into a global village. This metamorphosis
has unleashed new dynamics of human relations, having on one hand a
potential to explode and perish by just one error, say of nuclear misdemeanor.
and on the other hand an equally possible prospect of undreamt prosperity
and happiness of all members of the human race. Therefore, education of man
must help rule out the former, i.e. the catastrophe, and promote the latter i.e.
the welfare of all. Let’s, therefore, ensure the intrasynergy of forces of
education by taking steps like the following ones.

1.  Providing educational inputs to the younger generation in
particular, and the community in general, to preserve, promote
and sustain in sound health the ecological balance in nature
which is being seriously threatened of late by climate change.

2. Inculeating in students sound traits of world citizenship and
comradeship by nurturing in them generously values of
friendship, brotherhood, equality, compassion, empathy and a
warm humanitarian approach to life and its problems. The
renowned American poet, Walt Whitman, has forcefully
advocated such cosmopolitan world view in the following
illustrious lines worth ruminating over in the contemporary
climate of selfish parochialism of all sorts :

Come, let's make the world indissoluble,
Let’s make the most splendid race,

The sun has ever shone upon.

Let’s make divine, magnetic land,

With the love of comrades,

With the lifelong love of comrades.

3.  Nurturing those values — moral, political, cultural, aesthefic, and
pragmatic — that lead a person to respect all forms of life and a
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-

commitment to carve out a harmonious existence,

4. Developing new insights, attitudes and mores of global
coexistence involving durable sentiments of multiculturalism,
multiracialism, multyethnicism and unrestrained mobility across
geographical borders and across cultures.

5.  Making all educational offerings including the curricula, syllabi,
courses, learning resources, teaching, testing and counseling,
management and alumni involvement global and humanistic in
approach and application.

6.  Developing global technological skills in students to facilitate them
to function successfully in the modern age of knowledge,
competition, excellence and cutting edge total quality in all
pursuits.

7.  Organising programmes of exchange at local, regional, national
and international levels for individuals, communities,
corporations, institutions, governments, NGO’s and world bodies
to promote mutual understanding, enrichment and
accommodation for a harmonious world family of man.

8. (Creating a global climate and ambience of understanding and
trust through confidence building measures for the preservation of
peace, harmony and security in the face of arrogant world
powers, of disasters and of threats of new evils like terrorism,
extremism, regional wars, civil strife etc.

To ensure inter synergy among individuals, their communities, and the
" global hyman family foundations of positive attitudes will have to be laid in
the minds and hearts of people in general, and of students and younger
generation, through the active and enthusiastic partnership of the faculty and
leaders of the community, for it is only education as an integrating human
enterprise is eminently capable of realizing the mission through the
. envisioned triple synergy.

The Strategy of Implementing the Triple Synergy : It is necessary to
work out a strategy of implementing the idea of the triple synergy in our day-
to-day working of the system of education system at a specific level, namely
primary, secondary, tertiary, professional etc. This will be a continuous
process whose details should be worked out by a composite task force in every
institution, be it a university or a college or a school. The task force should
. include different stake holders, namely teachers, students, alummni, and

administrators’ representatives. The cardinal steps of the action plan would
. be like the following ones.
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Firstly, the concept of education should be redefined in terms of the three
domains, namely the individual and his needs, the society and the global
environment and their needs.

Secondly, the role of the central agencies like the university, the state
government, the central government and regulating agencies like the UGC
should be circumscribed and limited only to their core functions, powers and
authority. The nuts and bolts and the nitty gritty of the entire enterprise
should be within the jurisdiction of institutions concerned.

Thirdly, the constituents and players must enjoy maximum autonomy to
work out their programmes and activities and should be held responsible for
all their decisions.

Fourthly, capacity building programmes should be a permanent feature .
of the working of the system operating regularly all throughout the year. They
should apply to all players and stake holders involved. They should be thus
recurrently empowered through their exposure to training.

Fifthly, there should be built-in arrangement for monitoring, evaluation
and regulatory mechanism. The system should ensure smart regulation with
light oversight with a human face and it must mean business with a zero
tolerance for any sort of negativity.

Sixthly, innovativeness and cutting edge quality should be the soul and
spirit to move the system spirally upward with a liberal provision for
facilitation on one hand and on the other for acceleration of excellence on a
constantly rising learning curve.

Seventhly, through synergized education, both vertically and
horizontally, the vision should be to make a fundamental paradigm shift in
the very concept of the institution which should ultimately graduate from
being a laboratory of life, to a workshop of life, and from there to be a nursery
of life and ultimately to be a prototype of life itself - a pinnacle of existence in
all its glory.

The strategy itself can be conceived of as a flux which will continue to
flow, to change and to assume newer, more vibrant forms.

Conclusion ;: The 21st century is a unique period of time in human
history, which can either spell doom for the human race, given the piles of
negative lethal forces accumulated over years by man - the atomic energy,
armaments, greed, disregard for values, particularly, of harmony, coexistence
and regard for life itself, gross consumerism, crass materialism, extreme
poverty and destitution, or can lift the human race to unforeseen heights of
prosperity, wellness, security, brotherhood, fellow feeling and cultural heights
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never dreamt of, given the new power man has acquired through knowledge,
science, technology ,arts and the treasures of new knowledge through
research and innovation .

It is possible, with the synergized power of knowledge realizing the
integration of the individual with his immediate social surrounding on one

hand, and on the other, with the ubiquitous global environment positively
and constructively, into a new entity, could make HEAVEN itself descend on
the earth. The Indian mythology has seen a Bhagirath do that feat of bringing
the holy Ganga on the earth. Quality education based on triple synergy, in the
21st century, does have the potential of empowering the student population
in particular and the average Indian citizen, the AAM AADAMI, to realize
the dream of making the mundane life a heaven on earth. Rabindranath
Tagore dreamt of realizing that dream on behalf of every Indian compatriot
decades ago, by offering this soul stirring prayer. Let’s all echo and reecho it to
strengthen our determination to transform our lives through a properly
synergized education.

Where the mind is without fear,

And the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free,

Where the world has not been broken up,

By narrow domestic walls; .

" Where words come out from the depth of the truth;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way

Into the dreary desert sands of dead habits;

Into that HEAVEN of freedom, My Father! Let my country awake.
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Hemant Shah

Education In Jainism

Introduction :

Jainism is one of the oldest living religions of the'
world. It is independent and not a branch or off shoot
of any religion. It holds a very important position being
a perfect system of religion. Its cont. ibution to Indian
Philosophy in particular and to the world thought of
non violence, Truth and Peaceful Co-existence is
significant and of great value. The ftitle of this article
immediately strikes at two important words
Education and Jainism. Since we want to examine
place and important of Education in Jainism let us,
from this point of view, let us take a note of Jainism - its
philosophy and fundamental assertions. In view of
Jainism, we will discuss Education as an important
activity — a process of development, a path to the
highest goal of life. '

Jainism :

Jainism, apart from being a major philosophical
system of Indian philosophy, is a perfect religion,
perhaps the oldest living religion. It has notably served
to the cause of Indian culture and spirituality as well as
towards the positive, progressive and peaceful sotution
of human suffering and pain. It will be a matter of
great pride for a Jain to note what a great western
historian and scholar, Dr. Winternitz has noted : “The
Jainas have extended their activities beyond the sphere
of their religious literature to a far greater extent than
the Buddhists have done, and they have memorable
achievements in the secular sciences to their credit, in
philosophy,  grammar,  lexicography,  poetics
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mathematics, astronomy and astrology, and even in the science of politics. Int
one way or the other, there is always some connection even of these ‘profane’
works with religion. In Southern India, the Jainas have also rendered services
in developing the Dravidian languages, Tamil and Telugu, and especially the
Kanarese literacy language. They have, besides, written a considerable
amount in Gujarati, Hindi and Marwari. Thus we see that they occupy no
mean position in history of Indian literature and Indian thought.”

Jainism takes an integral view of life. It discusses in the ‘Samanasu-ttam’,
the universal values as means to achieve the highest goal of life. According to
Jainism the highest aim or goal of life is to attain Nirvana or liberation. How
to, achieve this goal ? In his book ‘Tattvarthasutra Acarya Umasvati says :
‘Nirvana or Moksa can be attained by right Faith, right Knowledge and right
Conduct together.” Unlike the western thought, Jainism affirms that Faith or
Knowledge or Conduct alone by itself connot take us to the path of liberation.
We should have all the three to tread the path. Lord Mahavir says, "By
knowledge one understands the nature of substances; by faith one believes in
them, by conduct one puts and end to the flow of karmas and by austerity one
attains purity:”?> Thus in Jainism, knowledge plays an important role in
Spiritual development to attain the goal of liberation. But then what is
knowledge its meaning, scope and kinds ? For this let us have a broad look at
Jain theory of knowledge.

Jain Theory of Knowledge :

“The consideration of Jaina thinkers about the concept of knowledge is
quite historical and have great importance in the field of ‘Epistemology’ —
Jainism accepts the existence of soul, and it has its own theory regarding the

_nature of soul. The soul, according to Jainsm, has an inherent capacity to
know all- things. Higher the degree of purity of soul, higher the capacity to
know. The obstructions to soul to know are the karmas. Total destruction of
karmic veils will lead to ‘Ananta Jnana (Infinite knowledge). Knowledge
(Jnana) according to Jainas, “is the soul’s intrinsic, inherent, inseparable and
inalienable attribute, without which no soul can exist. Knowledge plays an
important part in the conception of soul and its emancipation.”

The soul, according to Jain theory of knowledge, has consciousness
(chetana) and power of understanding as its most prominent inherent
qualities.” As conscious, the souls experience in the three following ways.
Some experience merely the fruits of Karma; some their own activity; and
some again, knowledge.”? KundaKundacharya observes that “Upyoga or
understanding is of two modes : Cognition and Sensation.” Nemichandra
says, “Understanding is divided into two species viz. Darshan or Sensation
“and Jnana or Cognition.” UmaSvati says, “Understanding is the
distinguishing characteristic of the soul. It is two serts (viz Jnana or
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Congnition and Darshan or Sensation). The first is of eight kinds and the
second of four.”*

Acharya Nemichandra, explaining Darshan says, “That perception of
the generalities (Samanya) of things without particularities (vishesha) in
which there is no grasping or details is called Darshana.”® Darshan or
Sensation is of four kinds - Visual {chakshusha), Non-Visual {(achakshusha),
Clairvoyant (avadhi darshan) and Pure (keval Darshna).”® The Jain scholars
divide cognition or knowledge into two divisions viz : Valid knowledge and
Fallacious knowledge. The valid knowledge is of five types : Senseous (mati or
abhinibodhikh), Authoritative (Shruta), Clairvoyant (Avadhi), Telepathic
(manah paryaya)} and Pure (keval). Kumati, Kusruta and Vibhang are the
three Fallacious forms of Mati, Shruta and Avadhi Jnana. Thus cognition,
according to Jain theory of knowledge is of eight kinds : five valid and three

fallacious. At this stage we avoid a detailed description of each of these eight .

kinds. In concluding the theory of knowledge we will definitely note that it is
quite consistent with its metaphysics, ethics and philosophy of soul. It fosters a
rational outlook and an appropriate attitude in understanding the scope and
limitation of soul’s capacity to know.

Reason, Intuition and Faith

Let us understand Reason, Intuition and Faith and see them from
Jainism’s point of view. Let us not forget that knowledge alone is not
education and again, as we have earlier noted in Jainism knowledge alone can
not lead you to liberation. So talking about Reason, we should know that
Reason essentially is a human phenomena. Etymologically the world ‘Reason’
is derived from ‘ratio” meaning relation. “In most generalized sense of all,
reason might be defined as the rational element of intelligence.”” Reason is not
merely abstract or formal but it is higher and synthetic. “It is the whole mind
in action, the indivisible root from which all other faculties arise.”® One should
know the difference between Reason and Intellect. Intellect is abstract and
partial. Reason is comprehensive and synthetic. Reason is superior to intellect.

Intuition essentially is a subjective experience, and like reason, is a source
of knowledge. Intuition is a higher source of knowledge than reason. Intuitive
knowledge is knowledge by identity, it is the direct knowledge, which if final
and supreme. Reason works under the limitations while intuition is free from
such limitations. Though intuition is higher, when it is to be expressed it needs
intellect. “Intuition is beyond Reason, though not against reason. It is the
response of the whole man to reality, it involves the activity of reason also.”

Faith is always required to be understood specially as compatible to
Rason. In Indian philosophy and also in Jainism, both reason and faith are
accepted as valid sources of knowledge. Reason, in fact, is considered essential
for Faith. In Jainism, reason is an important means to support what faith has
revealed. This is what we call ‘reason’s” service to faith’. Swami Paramanand
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in his book titled “Faith is Power” says that faith and reason are not opposed
to each other, they supplement each other. One should also know that faith is
not belief. They are different. Belief is superficial and easily shaken, but faith
makes us strong and steadfast. Faith is not an abstract indefinite sentiment, it
is necessary for us all. Faith is and should always be understood in its three
fold aspects : Faith is one’s own self, in humanity and in God. These aspects
are interdependent and are not isolated.

There is a long discussion and volumes written on reason and Faith in the
west. With special reference to all moral experiences and approach to religion,
Faith and Reason has been discussed by Prof. J. F. Ross. He states that “Both
the activity of faith and the activity of reason are always of arriving at
knowledge. This has a substantial and important claim. Both faith and reason
are always arriving at knowledge of God and God’s will for man.”" In Jainism
faith is not merely a source of knowledge but of vision too. In Jainism faith
(Shraddha) is both, a state as well as an activity. According to Jain scriptures
“friendliness (Maitri), activity (Pramoda), compassion (Karma) and neutrality
(Madhyastha) are four qualities basically required in the foundation of
religion.”!! Acharya Sri Haribhadra Suri gives great importance to
equanimity or right faith (Samyak-karma). So according to Jaina concept right
faith is the foundation of religious activity (Sadhana).

Let us understand all the above discussed terms from Jaina point of view.
According to Jainism it is the human soul (Jivatma) alone which can regain
the highest degree of perfection. All souls are possessed of fullness and
perfections. “The infinite in inherent in the finite. That is why the finite is ever
struggling to break down its finiteness and reach out to the fullest freedom.”"
Jainism uniquely maintains that the infinite power lie latent in each soul.
What one required is to put utmost self effort to defeat one’s enemies : Lord
Mahavir says, “Fight with yourself. Why fight with external foes ? He who
conquers himself, through himself will obtain happiness.”* The self-effort is
an effort to attain the unity of Right knowledge (Samyak-Jnana) Right Vision
or Faith (Samyak Darshan) and Right Conduct (Samyak-Charitra). The
emphasis also leads to the very basic spirit of life and education in Jainism.
“The basic spirit of Jainism is ‘to live and let live’, to live a life of
understanding, tolerance, systematic co-operation and peaceful co-existence,

nay, the still fuller and nobler co-relation.”"* How wonderfully these qualities
we find being reflected in modern days in a child through value education as
well as life skills in the current system of education !

Right Faith and Right Conduct :
Acharya Umaswami or Umasvati in his book “Tattvarthasutra” explains
in. detail the four prerequisites of right faith (samyagdarshana) They are (i)

‘Prashama (happiness from calmness and equanimity), (i) Samvega (great
enthusiasm for righteousness and avoidance of evil deeds), (iti) Anukampa
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(compassion - both negative and positive. Negative is ahimsa - nonviolence in-
positive it is compassion, goodwill, fellow feelings) and (iv) Astikya (belief in
the principles of Truth).

Samyag Darshan results into entire transformation of a person. His
attitude towards life, his out look of the world and worldly things, the basic of
his relations with others, his values all are changed.” He has a way of life
following discipline, self restraint, the five great vows (non - injury,
truthfulness, non-stealing, sex fidelity and non-possession of wealth or
worldly objects. In support to this, five Samiti - carefulness (in moving,
speaking, eating, keeping and receiving things and evacuating bowels) and
three self control in mind, speech and physical deeds. Jainism talks about
these twelve reflections and ten virtues (forgiveness, hufnility,
straightforwardness, truth, purity, self restraint, austerities, renunciation,
non-acquisitiveness and chastity) as essential. Thus ‘samyagdarshan’ - right |
faith in Jainism moulds or educates a householder to obtain peacé and
happiness.” It also facilitates social harmony and peaceful co-existence in the
world.

When we talk about education in Jainism, a note has to be taken of its
Gunavratas and Shikshavratas or educational vows. These vows are self
disciplinary practices and are considered essential for individual welfare,
social harmony and world peace. Thus we can say that the observance of the
twelve vows is of great importance and highly significant in modern systems
of education.

Education :

Let us understand ‘Education’ - its concept and its role in life. In its very
simple sense education is a process; it is a training. The training of the body,
mind and soul is education. This training has its aims and objectives.
Education is a means to live a life more effectively as well as more efficiently.
In short education aims at a student’s or learner’s physical, mental and moral
development. Education aims at imparting knowledge and making a child
intelligent, it imparts yoga and other physical exercise to make a child
physically strong, through its cultural and life skill activities, it makes a child
good in conduct and finally it inculcates values in a child and makes his
character virtuous. Thus education aims at all round development of a
student. In the world of Dr. 5. Radhakrishnan, “It is the aim of education to
train us to apprehend human virtues and simple decencies of life. We must
educate not for cruelty and power but for love and kindness. We must develop
the freshness of feeling for nature, the sensitiveness of soul to human need. We
must foster the freedom of the mind, the humanity of the heart, the integrity of
the individual.” With right education one attains right knowledge, right
vision and faith, right conduct and victory over sensuous limitation: It is a
path that Jeads to liberation. Its role, no doubt, is vitally significant and
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important. In order to see how the ideas of a true education - system are
reflected in a Jaina way of life, let us first briefly glance at Education as it is
and as it should be in future. Avoiding a big discussion on the systemn of
Education that was in ancient India, let us know, about education from
seventeenth century with the notion of progress and development till it
prevails now and the education of future. To know this it becomes very
important that we know the Indian approach to education. The Vedas,
Upanishads and Jain canonical literature say: “Education is the manifestation
of the perfection already in man.” Knowledge is inherent in man, no
knowledge come from outside, it is all inside. According to Jainism also, the
soul has all infinite powers-infinite knowledge, infinite power, infinite faith
and infinite bliss. The knowledge and all these infinites are veiled and
education is simply unveiling. Education means to lead, to bring forth, to
educe - to educe the inner, hidden, dormant potential within every human
being. Sri Aurobindo writing on education says, “The first principle of the true
teaching is that nothing can be taught.”*

Taking note of the current education system that has undergone notable

changes, the change is mainly because of the change in the concept,
approaches and values that have changed also. Instead of knowledge for
. liberation we have technology for physical pleasures and comforts; instead of
" happiness and divinity within, we have cravings to succeed in a globalized
material world outside. The growth of advanced technology, though required
is certainly not enough. We need to know that information is not Knowledge,
and intellect is not vision. Veda says, “The intellectual understanding is only
the lower knowledge (Buddhi); there is another and higher knowledge
{(Buddhi) which is not intelligence but vision, is not understanding but over
standing in knowledge.” In nut shell, we find the improvement of the current
‘system of education or the removal of the misleading, materialistic worldly
approaches in education is an immediate need. For this we will have to adopt
and implement Jaina concept of education.

Conclusion :

Education in Jainism is integral and intrinsic to Jaina way of life. We
- know that mere learning facts & figures or information is not knowledge and
mere knowledge is not education. Education includes knowledge, vision and
sound character. This education is means to attain the highest goal of life i.e.
liberation. Jainism as religion and a system of Indian Philosophy is a way of
life. To live’ a Jaina way of life is to educate one’s own self and develop the
higher quality of soul leading towards perfection, and attaining liberation
from pain and suffering. Jaina way of life is a controlled, disciplined life where
one observes the five great vows: Non-killing (ahimsa), Truth (Satya), Non
. stealing {Asteya) Non possessing (aparigraha) and virtuous life
(Brahmacharya). These vows and the other vows for the householder
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prescribed in Jain scripture make the life value oriented. Jainism offers a
unique epistemology. Jainism talks about Non-absolutism. Truth is always a
truth of one of the or some of the aspect of reality. The object of Truth having
multi aspects, and truth is not about all aspects Truth becomes partial and
relative. Truth or the judgment we deliver is non absolute. This approach has
tremendous application towards Tolerance and Mutual understanding. A
true Jain will be away from exireme judgments and conflicting or
controversial opinions. This again will make peaceful co-existence possible.
Any talk on any subject related to Jainism is incomplete without a mention of
its law of Karma. The base of Jain theory of reality its epistemology and its
ethics is Law of Karma. Jainism takes care to see that the life which is full of
activities through the process of Samvar (stopping) and Nirjara (removing) by
removing the layers of Karma, brightens the soul. A Jaina way of life will be
thus away from extremes will be towards neutrality. Jaina education insists
not only on non-hurting or non-killing; it also insists on forgiveness (kshama)
and love (karuna). No education is complete without these external values.
Jainisms universal values, its ethics and theory of knowledge, its non-
absolutism (anekantvada) and its theory of manifold aspects of reality
(syadvada) reflect a complete system of training or educating a life that fully
and totally fulfills the ultimate and the highest goal of life.

Dr. Kalidas Nag, an eminent Ideclogist and historian, a great admirer of
Jainism and a profound scholar wrote way back in 1936: “Jainism shines
today as the only religion with an uncompromising faith in peace and non
violence in thought and deed. This great lesson of Jainism, which Buddhism
and Hinduism in general accepted, has not yet been made public with
adequate reference to the Jaina canons and Jaina history. But we hope that in,
inn this crisis of human culture when, in the name of nationalism and
imperialism, millions of human beings could be butchered, when
internationalism is ridiculed and peace causes exploited by shrewd politicians
our Jaina friends of India would organize a ‘World Federation of Ahimsa’ as
the noble contribution of India to humanity.”"” It will not be too much to say,
in our final summing up, that any ideal system of education is bound to be a
system reflecting education in Jainism.

Y
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Creativity in Management

Introduction

Creative entrepreneurs have played a sterling role
in economic development. The Industrial Revolution in
Britain was powered by innovative entrepreneurs like
Thomas Newcomen (steam engine), James Hargreaves
(spinning jenny), and James Watt (high pressure steam
engine). America’s economic development was
spurred by Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Thomas
Watson and others. Innovative entrepreneurs like Akio
Morita of Sony fame helped Japan recover from the
Second World War and become ant economic giant. In
our country, pioneers like Jamsetjee Tata, Walchand
Hirachand, G. D. Birla, Shantanu Kirloskar,
Ranchhodlal Chhotalal and others laid the
foundations of our industrial development.

Creativity has been accepted as a major human
resource for development. We are firmly in the age of
globalization. In a US study of 33 talents important for
business in the era of globalization, creativity was
ranked first (Bleedom, 1986). Econometric studies of
the growth of US and British economics led to the
conclusion that technological and management
innovations play a far greater role in the rise of
productivity than capital per unit of labour (Kendrick,
1979). Thousands of entrepreneurs today are helping
build a resurgent India, highlighted in books like
Entrepreneurial  Policies and  Strategies: The
Innovator’s Choice (Manimala, 1999), Impact Making
Entrepreneurs (Jain and Ansari, 1988), Stay Hungry,
Stay Foolish (Bansal, 2008), etc. However, creativity in
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management is not just a matter of a creative head. In large organizations in
the public as well as the privates sector, the organization as a system needs to
be designed to be creative and innovative.

Nature of Creativity

Let us first get some clarity on creativity. Earlier it was thought that
creativity and originality were God given; or that creation took place under
the influence of a divine inspiration involving the possession of the creator by
some higher entity (Rosamond Harding, 1967). For instance, William Blake, -
the British mystical poet affirmed that poems were dictated to him by some
higher being, and Charles Dickens, the novelist, and Tchaikovsky, the Russian
composer of music talked of a benign power guiding their respective
creations. The modern view is that creativity is a social-psychological
phenomenon. This view gained prominence with the enunciation by J. P.
Guilford, an American psychologist, of two modes of thinking that in.
combination facilitate a creative achievement (Guilford, 1967). Guilford
described these two modes as convergent thinking and divergent thinking.
Convergent thinking involves such mental operations as defining terms,
classification of a phenomenon, analysis, logic, optimization, etc. Divergent
thinking involves imaginative thinking, rife with associations, images,
metaphors, visions, offbeat ways of looking at problems, and even dreaming.

Creativity has come to be known as novelty that works effectively in
relation to a purpose or a context. It walks on two legs: novelty and
appropriateness. But there is much more to it. Following the path -breaking
work of Guilford, there was a huge amount of research on the personality
profile of creative persons, their cognitive processes, their attitudes and
values, on the environment that stimulates creativity, and on techniques for
finding creative solutions for problems (Khandwalla, 2004). The model of
creative achievement that emerges from all this research is shown below

(Khandwalla, 1988) :
A Model of Sustained Creative Achievement

The above model shows that the stronger the forces that impel the effort
at innovation, and the weaker the forces that create resistance to innovation
{(mostly various kinds of fear and mental blocks), the greater is the probablhty
of sustained creative achivement.

Can creativity be enhanced ? Research evidence indicates that as
measured, creativity can be enhanced significantly. Paul Torrance’s review of
140 studies of creativity training; and Karen Westberg’s 100 studies of
creativity training both indicate that creativity can be enhanced (Torrance,
1987, Westberg, 1996). Even without formal training, using the model
depicted above, it should be possible for individuals to raise their creativity.

Let me now turn to management, and the issue of how to make
management more innovative.
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Nature of Management

Before expounding on the organizational design for creativity, let me
clarify what I mean by management. Management can be thought of as an
organized collective activity in the pursuit of human goals. Management is
needed in all organizations, whether profit-seeking or otherwise, public sector
or private sector. Organized collective activity is quite commonplace in
nature. The ants are a highly organized society in which there are specialized
roles, hierarchy, coordination, and even collective agriculture ~ the ants grow
fungus to feed their larvae. Bees too are a highly organized society. So too are
tribes of chimpanzees, prides of lions, and pods of killer whales. But
‘management’ goes far beyond the level of organized collective activity of
these creatures. It is far more complex, far more dynamic, far more creative,
and far more versatile. Besides, ‘management’ shapes human nature, human
history, and human civilization far beyond what it would as ordinary
collective activity. -

Management is not just administration. At its core, management is a
system of structures, techniques and processes designed and operated in an
organization by people vested with the authority to achieve the objectives of
the organization. As a distinctive activity, ‘management’ has been vested with
certain functions that other groups in the organization do not perform to any
notable extent (Massie, 1971). The first is the development of a vision of
excellence given the purpose of the organization, and determining the
concrete goals for achieving that vision and ‘the means for achieving these
goals. This includes the taking of decisions about what goals the organization
should pursure and in what manner, the design of the policy framework to
guide the taking of decisions, the evolving of growth and competitive
_strategies, the securing of the needed technologies and equipments, the

obtaining of the needed finance, the fixing of key roles, and what jobs should
be assigned to whom. It also includes determining how to get hold of the right
persons for these roles and jobs and groom them for effectively performing
these tasks. It also includes the planning of operations in the short, medium
and the long term, coordination of interdepartmental activities, and the
control of operations so that the organization does not stray from its chosen
objectives. Another key function of management is to provide leadership,
guidance and counseling te employees, and meet the needs of the
stakeholders of the organization such as its employees, customers, owners,
and vendors. If the organization has to compete for customers, as most
business organizations have to, then the management has also to develop
strategies for winning over customers from others through marketing
activities. Increasingly, given the challenges of sustainable development and
ethicality in operations, managements have been concerned with devising
ways of meeting their objectives in environmentally-friendly ways and in
ways that do not transgress what is considered ethical conduct.
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Management is not standardized. Like an octopus, it can adopt a variety
of forms and colours {Khandwalla, 1995). The top management of any
organization has a distinctive importance. Its orientation affects all the
stakeholders of the organization. Some managements are highly enterprising
and experimentalist. Gujarat boasts a tradition from Ranchhodlal Chhotalal
to Ambalal Sarabhai, Kasturbhai Lalbhai, and Ambani of such managements.
Other managements are known for their traditionalism and caution. All of us
are familiar with professional management, but even today, many relatively
small organizations, possibly a majority, have little faith in professional '
management and instead function on the basis of experience-based wisdom
and common sense. There are organizations - especially governmental
organizations - that are rigid, rules-bound, and bureaucratic, while there are
also managements that are called ‘organic’ that are high flexible, and stress
teamwork, profuse interactivity without regard for departmental boundaries,
and cooperative action. Some managements emphasize ethics and altruism,
and contrary to these there are managements that think ethics ate a death-
knell in a dishonest world. Instead they stress personal and organizational
self-centeredness. The Tata Group and Satyam Computers are examples of
these opposite orientations. . Finally, some managements are highly
authoritarian, while some believe in decision making on the basis of consensus
through participative management.

Creative Management

In relatively smaller or mid-sized organizations, creativity can flourish if
the head is an innovative individual. Let me give the example of JMEL, a
company owned by the Government of Rajasthan {Mukherjee, 1989).
Originally the company was privately owned, but it fell sick, and was taken
over by the Rajasthan Government to preserve employment. The company
produced electrical meters, aluminum conductors, wires etc. In 1980, it had
staff strength of 2000. It continued to fare badly as a public sector company.
However, in 1983, an IAS officer, Mr. Kavadia was appointed as the CEO.
When he tock over the management there was gross staff indiscipline. He
promptly suspended 600 militant workers. He did the unheard of in the public
sector — he presented the unions with a charter of demands, and threatened
that he would close the plant if the demands were not met ! The unions agreed
to redeployment of workers to needed jobs from redundant jobs. An
agreement was signed with the workers on the steps to revive the company.
He restored discipline, and fired some unreliable officers. Kavadia thought up
a strange way of motivating the workers of a loss making company - he
offered them equity shares and seats on the board of directors in lieu of higher
productivity standards, freeze on pay raise, and increased working hours !
The unions agreed. Kavadia introduced participative management. He set up
plant-level committees in which both workers and management were
represented. They met to sort out operating problems. On their own these
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committees decided to sack poorly performing workers. Some 500 surplus
workers were retrenched. A productivity-linked pay system was introduced.
Plant modernization was implemented. A suggestion scheme was introduced
to get the suggestions of the staff on how to improve performance. As a result
of all these actions - innovative in our public sector — capacity utilization
increased dramatically, and so did sales and profits. Sales rose from Rs. 85
million in 1983-84 to Rs. 181 million in 1986-87, and the performance altered
from a loss of Rs. 9.4 million in 1983-84 to a profit of Rs. 30 million in 1986-87.

But is creativity possible in large organizations 7 These organizations
operate in a context in which creativity is often quite difficult, because of rules
and regulations, a tall hierarchy, multiple specialized departments, formal
policies, and controls. On the other hand, even large organizations need to be
adaptable and innovative in the face of intense competitive pressures and
opportunities for growth in an emerging market economy like India. Such
organizations need a distinctive kind of creativity. This is because creative
ideas need to be brought to the attention of management, any innovation
needs to be funded and approved, needs the cooperation of a number of
subordinates, ¢olleagues, and bosses and needs to be reviewed periodically by
higher ups, who may or may not allow it to be executed for political or other
. reasons. Innovation also needs to be effectively implemented. A creative head
" helps a lot, but it is not a necessary condition. It suffices if he or she is receptive
to creativity and respects its value to the organization.

Let me give the example of a German company called Siemens-Nixdorf
or S-N in brief (Kennedy, 1998). This is a large information technology
company that produces and markets both software and hardware. In the
1990s it had a staff of 40000. In 1993 it lost DM 350 million on sales of DM
11700 million. Gerhard Schulmeyer was brought in as the CEO in October
© 1994 to turnaround the company. Schulmeyer met some 9000 employees and
other stakeholders even before taking over as CEO. His diagnosis was that the
company needed a mindset change to thrive in the extremely dynamic and
competitive IT industry. He felt that it needed a lot more entrepreneurial,
customer focused and teamwork oriented culture. He wanted the mindset
_change in just 2 years.

Schulmeyer initially talked to 3 high potential change agents - the heads
of human resource management, corporate communications, and corporate
strategy. He asked them to identify several more change agents. 30 change
agents were identified, who brainstormed for 3 days and developed a 19-
point agenda of action. Another 300 ‘opinion leaders’ were roped into the
transformation effort, and 60 consensus issues for action emerged at a
workshop. Each action issue was assigned to a project leader, who recuited
his/her own team for the effort.

The process of identifying and roping in change agents was continued
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and eventually over 2000 were identified. Many of the identified change

agents were sent to a 13-week exposure in the US to pick up the Silicon Valley
entrepreneurial culture. About 400 were given entrepreneurship training. In
the meanwhile Schulmeyer created 2000 profit centers and 250 strategic
business units (5SBUs}, and most of the trained change agents were appointed
as their heads. A potent intranet facility was provided, which led to the
formation of several ‘virtual’ teams drawn from various parts of the world in
which the company operated, to tackle complex tasks. Twice monthly,
transformation program developments were discussed company-wide, and '
all new developments were flashed via email to the employees. Relatively
autonomous teams implemented many initiatives. For example, the corporate
head office staff on its own found a way to cut its strength from 1400 to 256.
The upshot of all these innovative actions was that the company broke even in
1995, and made a profit of about DM 550 million on sales of DM 15400 -
million in 1996. The case shows how even in a large organization, a huge
mindset change can be brought about in a short time that’ unleashes
numberless innovations by the top management, if the top management taps
the large talent pool available in any large organization and vests the talented
with executing powers. '

Models of Creative Management

Over the years several models of creative management have emerged. Let
me briefly review them. Gary Steiner thought that a creative organization
should mimic a creative individual (Steiner, 1965). He therefore suggested
extensive use of brainstorming to generate creative ideas, special nurturance
of creative people, meritocracy, investment in discovery, decentralization and
autonomy for the staff but with accountability, and an attempt at becoming a
unique organization. Burns and Stalker, based on research on 20 British
organizations, distinguished between an ‘organic” (fluid) and a ‘mechanistic’
(rigid} style of management (Burns and Stalker, 1961). They concluded that
the organic mode of management was much more suitable for bringing in
innovations than the mechanistic mode. Teresa Amabile and associates, based
on the study of a large number of American projects, emphasized establishing
a workforce climate that encouraged creativity; supportive supervision;
induction of diverse skills in groups; sufficient resources; autonomy to work
group; and ‘optimal’ pressure (Amabile et al, 1995). The Japanese have
advocated a style of management called kaizen that taps the creative ideas of
workers (McMillan, 1996). In 1980, when the Japanese economy was
undergoing a crisis, the Government and the industry called out to the
workers for help, and the workers responded with 25 million suggestions for
improvement that benefited the economy by billions of dollars. My work in
India on business organization led me to identify a policy framework that
vielded superior growth and profitability to those that adopted it
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(Khandwalla, 1985). This included the policies of actively attracting talented
youngsters, their retention and utilization for bringing about changes and
innovations; pioneering of unique products; opportunistic diversification;
emphasis on operating efficiency, emphasis on R&D, etc. Another research of
mine on Indian organizations indicated that entrepreneurial organic,
participative, and altruist styles yield many successful innovations
(Khandwalla, 1995). My research on how sick organizations revive indicated
what may be called a turnaround mode that I termed creative-
transformational {(Khandwalla, 2001). It consisted of actions like roping in
stakeholders for change by sharing with them the diagnosis of what had gone
wrong, brainstorming sessions to generate innovative ideas for improvement
in operations, teams to implement changes, harnessing the energy of dynamic
younger managers to bring about needed innovations and changes, etc., well-
illustrated by the example of Siemens-Nixdorf given earlier. Such turnarounds
turned out to yield faster and larger recoveries from sickness, and posted
faster post-turnaround growth. The model of management for sustained
organizational creativity and innovation in our context is presented below
(Khandwalla, 2012).

Design for Sustained Management Creativity
Liberalization and globalization of an emerging market economy

Increasingly turbulent, competitive exacting operating environment

Strategic choice by organizations

" Adopt a creativity-compatible Status quo in organizational
organizational design _ design

- Innovation-inducing competitive strategy

- Innovation-inducing top management

- Innovation-inducing organizational structure
- Innovation-inducing management practices
- Effective management of innovations

Stream of successful technical and management-related innovations

Sustained competitive advantage
Concluding Comments

I hold that creativity can be enhanced at all levels through appropriate
actions - the individual level, the organizational level, and even the
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government, community and society levels (Khandwalla, 2012}. This opinion -
is based on fairly extensive research and many case studies. For our country,
creativity and innovation-the beneficial kind, not the malignant kind-are
essential for the rapid and inclusive growth of our economy, and for the
transformation of our society in ways that enhance the quality of life. We have
by now a reasonable knowledge platform for speeding up creativity and
innovation at all levels, But people in a democracy need to know that this can
be done, so that they and their representatives can exert the necessary
pressure at various levels to do the needful.
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Jain Chovishi of Mahavira, Karnataka/South Maharashtra,
circa 14th/15th century AD, Private collection, Mumbai

‘Identification of two Jains Bornzes' by Shridhar Andhare, Chapter 39, Pages 314-317



Panchatirthi of Sreyansnatha, Swetambara altar piece,
gilded copper, dated VS 1569 = AD 1512
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Inscription on reverse of the image
‘Identification of two Jains Bornzes' by Shridhar Andhare, Chapter 39, Pages 314-317
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Shridhar
Andhare

Identification of two Jain Bronzes
from the collection of the Asian Art
Museum, San Fransisco

From the vast repository of Indiann Art, now
located at the Asian Art Museum, San Francisco!,
USA, two inscribed Jain bronzes are being discussed
here, with the kind courtesy of the Trustees of the
Asian Art Museum. They are, (1) A large Digambara
Stele of the Taina Chovisi’ dated A.D. 1492, and (2) A
Svetambara guilded bronze of the Panchatirthi of
Shreyansanatha, dated A.D. 1512.

It is a universal truth that art and patronage go
hand in hand and the former cannot survive without
the latter. It is also true that no art has grown without
the support of the donors, the guilds or the
communities. This applies to both, Buddhism as well as
Jainism equally. Since both the bronzes being discussed
here are Digambara, and from Karmathaka region, we
look at the ancient tradition of Kanrataka briefly to
emphasize the antiquity of these images.

By and large South India has been a great seat of
Digambara Jain faith, Chandragupta Maurya had
journeyed to the south towards the end of his life in the
company of his guru Acharya Bhadrabahu (ca. 3rd
century, B.C.) Kalakacharya of the Svetambara sect
was received by the Satavahana king ruling at that
time in Pratisthana {(paithan) by about the 1st cent.
B.C. not only this but also Acharya Kundakunda?
himself from South India, the first in all the genealogies
of the jainas, as attested by Tamil literary sources, had
spread the faith further. The whole of South for that
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matter, particularly Karnataka and Tamil Nadu had great dynasties often
dedicated to Jainism, Thus, we observe that kings from Pallava to Kalachuri to
Hoysala, royal families were devoted to Jainism and its spread; and there are
umpteen numbers of monuments, sculptures and other artifacts testifying to
this fact.

The Western Gangas had made Jainism almost the religion of the state and
were the great patrons of Jain teachers. This is where Jainism continued to
flourish because of the abiding and stable relationship with the ruling Ganga
dynasty (ca 5th / 6th cent. AD) Moreso, it was because of Acharya
Simhanandi, a revered Jain monk, that the dynasty was firmly established
around ca. 3rd cent. A.D. Chamundaraya, the great general of Marasimha, the
Ganga King, was the architect of the colossal statue of Bahubali of Sravanabel
gola in A.D. 982° which became the holiest of the Jain Tirthas in India.

The successors of the Gangas were the Hoysalas who also were the
supporters of the Jains. Thus, it is apparent that from 3rd till the 14th century,
the Digambara communities in Karnataka flourished and were able to built
temples. consecrate holy images in stone and metal without any hindrance
from outside; which is evident from the two metal images being discussed
here. With suchra long tradition of so many centuries, it is obvious to find some
stylistic and antiquarian traits percolating in later period among the
‘Digambara art (especially the metal icons) from the 14th century onwards.
which are available in even smaller towns in South Karnataka and South of
Maharashtra region. Among there the jain chovisi from chopada® of the
former Prince of Wales Museum, Mumbai though of Svetambara sect is a
worthy landmark.

In the context of style, it is generally accepted that “If sculpture is the
index of art-of a particular region and period, then all art forms. whether
plastic or graphic. Follow the same trend” which is easily discernible®. This is
particularly true of Ajanta sculpture and its wall paintings of the same period.
The Eastern Indian Sculptures with illustrated manuscripts of the Palea
period. So also, the Jain icons of 12th / 13th century echoing with the early
jain paintings of that period including the palm leaf MS. from Mudabidri® and
the scupltures of that area.

‘A Jaina Chovisi’ of Rishabhanatha: (A Digambara Jain altarpiece with
~twenty four jainas). Bronze, Karnataka or South Maharashtra dated V.S
1549=A.D. 1492, Ht. 42 cms (approx), Inscribed on the pedestal at the back
and on both sides of the pitha Acc. No. B 69 B 11.

The large temple shaped altarpiece has a flat, semi-open parikara, with
scalloped upper edge terminating in a Shikhara and a finial. The parikara has
three Digambara images of jainas standing in kayotsarga pose having
chhatras over their heads. The remaining seated janas are shown in miniature
niches in two vertical columns on either side and also in the niches above. The
recessed portion at the back of the mula-nayaka’s head is occupied with
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elephant riders and other human figures. A couple of miniature jinas are seen
standing at the base of the vertical columns, thus making the total of twenty
four jinas as chovisi. A pair of male chauri bearers or yakshas stands between
the three standing jinas near their feet. A step below on the pedestal is a
navagraha panel (nine planets) represented symbolically in a row with a bull
in the center as the cognizance of Rishabhanatha, the first tirthankara (the
liberated one). To the extreme left in the same level is an elephant and a male
figure identified here as Ajitanatha, with his cognizance of an elephant. To

the extreme right is a male figure which cannot be identified. '

The six legged simhasana (lion throne) is supported by a couple of
stylized lions in front looking in opposite direction while a human figure
stands in the middle at the base of the stele. A long three line inscription in
Sanskrit in Devanagri script runs on the back and the sides of the pedestal
giving the date and certain other details of the image. An -separated B
rectangular tablet appears attached at the back of the parikara which may be
identified as smwfmp meaning the forty two Agamas of the Jains. The
inscription reads : _

Woeys 9w Al g qule St g aﬁgwﬂaﬂ" A, Brrdegar
TR Wifgerer s o Wt e w@ O o @ @ (9) s o am o,
() 3 ot T vy ot wE (7) @ O3 AR @ FE v ww oo gher sdemmy
wfaster e ufweta o 11 :

The rendom translation of the text can be :

“On Wednesday, the 6th of the bright half of the month of Jyestha, (July-
August) under the order of Acharya Kundakunda of the Mula-sangha,
Bhattaraka OSri. Jinachandra in service of his patrons of the Sahilwal
community,. namely, Wegara and his wife Malo, son Powow and Ladu and
son Yara, Sri Anant, Sri Pabhayana and also his son Vegaraj, in order to gain
wisdom and reducing bad karma (misdeeds) installed the image” of the
Trithankara. :

Note : Due to illegibility of some letters it was difficult to read and
interpret the above inscription. Therefore a very random translation is
attempted here, which is open to correction. For comparison of the above
image from Karnataka, another image of a Jaina Chovisi (Digambara) is being
illustrated here. -

Jaina Chovisi of Mahavira

Digambara bronze, Karnataka/South Maharashtra Ca. 14th / 15th
century A.D., Ht. 16 cm. No. 1, 1400 private collection, Mumbai.

The stele has pancharatha pitha and a flat parikara in the shape of a
pointed arch surmounted with a kirtimukha. Inside the arch is a torana motif
of three loops on either side filled with floral motifs and lotus buds. This cleche
of parikara in the shape of a pointed arch equipped with loops on either side,
the tri-chhatra element, above the heads of the Tirthankaras and placing the
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miniature Jinas above in rows of shown in vertical rows is a regular feature of
the metal sculptures from Karnataka region from 11th - 15th cent. A.D..

The second bronze image from the Asian Arts Museum of San Franscisco
is a Svetambara Jain altarpiece, called the Panchatirthi of Sreyansanath, the
eleventh Tirthankara and his cognizance is the Rhinoceros.

Panchatirthi of Sreyansanatha

A Svetambara alterpeice, guilded copper inlaid with silver. Western
India, dated V.S. 1569=A.D. 1512. Inscribed in Devanagiri on reverse on the
parikara No. 2003 33.38

A seated image of Shreyansanatha is shown enshrined within a semi-
circular parikara flanked by a Tirthankara on either side. Two miniature Jinas
appear seated above them. Thus, making it a panchatirthi type image.

The mula-nayaka or the central figure is seated in padmasana on a
Simhasana (lion-throne) flanked by a seated yaksha on the left and a female
yakshi on the right. Below on the pedestal appear the navagrahas (nine
planets)represented here symbolically. Five on the left and four on the right.
On either side of these are Dwarapalas or Sasanadevatas in sitting posture.
The circular parikara and the whole of the altarpiece is decorated with inlaid
silver pieces at various locations including the seat of the main image.

An elaborate Devanagari inscription appearing on reverse reads.

i, 9uge 9 WIE g 9 b 3. FLAL. WISTHL ¥ AR Y, gmEnsT WL R 2, g
ATTHeRT (7) Tpew qax feafy (9) frat oft. st fodt o, st Smes @ st yEeesitd
R, I

The random translation of the above is

“On Friday, the 5th of the bright half of the month of Magha. (Feb.-Mar.)
in V.5, 1569=AD 1512, Shah Bhanda and his wife of the Oswal Jati,
. Bharamde - son of Dugasada and his wife Singarde and son of the
Nagamathas(?) Family and friends got the image of Sreyansanatha installed
at the hands of Panyas Sri Bhavana-Kirti who belonged to the Khataragaccha
order {of the Jains). ”
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Kokila Shah

Jainism and Quantum Mechanics

1

In India tradition, science and spirituality go
together. The study of relation between physics and
metaphysics is a fascinating subject. Jainism is one of
the ancient religions of India and one of the unique
systems of philosophy which had greatly contributed
to the various branches of learning. It gives rational
basis for understanding universe. It is a system known
for its scientific character. The paper attempts to
explore parallels between modern physics and Jaina
philosophy. The act of comparing the- findings of
philosophical inquiry with the results of scientific
pursuit may prove to be useful. “In the history of
human thinking new, interesting and the most fruitful
developments frequently take place when two
different lines of thought meet and mutually
interact.”? 1 have tried to highlight Jain metaphysical
doctrines, especially, principle of non-absolutism to
understand rationally the paradoxical behaviour of
sub-atomic particles in physics.

Jain  philosophy is  unique with | its
uncompromised realism and relative pluralism,
Jainism believes in objective existence of the universe.
Scientific theories are the result of observation. One
must recognize metaphysical foundation of concept
formation in empirical sciences. Though scientific laws
are confirmed empirically they have a priori basis.
There is no conflict between ontology and facts of
experience. ’

Jain ontology is based on Anekanta nature of
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reality-the basic concept of which is permanence in change or identity in
difference. Jainas recognized the complexity of existence “Nothing is merely
changing... The seed is in the plant and tree and yet it is not there as the seed.
This message of organic reality is an important Contribution of Jainism.”?
According to Jainism reality is existence and existence is reality. Jain principle
of non-absolutism takes into account the objective nature of physical world. 1
have tried to develop the thesis that Jain Anekantvada as a theory of reality is
the science of all things as we find the application of theory in universe. It has
been rightly observed that the doctrine of six substances in Jain ontology is the
original contribution of Lord Mahavira. The whole universe is composed of
two everlasting, uncreated and co-existent substances, namely, soul and non-
soul. Non-living substance is further divided into five kinds of which matter or
Pudgal is a material substance, “Dharma, Adharma, space, Time, matter and
soul are the six kinds of substances, they make this world as has been taught
by the Jinas who possess the best knowledge.”

Thus the five non-living entities together with the living beings constitute
the whole world of reality. Jain scriptures, thus have provided knowledge of
external world .also. Jain theories of Matter show a remarkable degree of
similarity with those of modern science. Jain definition of substance is
significant. “Substance or reality consists of origination, destruction and
permanence.”® This trinity is the essence of Jain Philosophy. It is said existence
is the essence of reality.”®

‘Substance consists of qualities and modes. Modes are changing forms in
which substance manifests itself. As is rightly said “A real is a unity and
diversity in one.”® The doctrine of multiple nature of reality is undoubtedly the
foundation of Jain Metaphysics, Jain Anekantvada is a holistic principle. With
its-theory of conditional predication it comes close to hypothesis of quantum
theory. At present science is moving with probabilistic principle. In doctrine of
conditional predication which consists of seven statements, all predications
are uncertain. They depend on standpoints and different standpoints present
different aspects of an object. In Jain metaphysics the doctrine of possibility of
apparent contradictions in a real object is put forward as a corollary of
Anekantavada multiple aspects of reality. It implies that an object is of a
complex nature and it reconciles differences in itself. Thus Jain metaphysics
- starting with objective reality of world and the view that reality is manifold
culminates into theory of non-absolutism. Perhaps implications of Syadvada
and Anekantavada have significance for the concept of probability. Jain view
of reality with its insistence on non-absolutistic approach is somewhat similar
to concepts of modern science. The basic assumption in Jainism is non-one-
sided nature of reality “A thing is supposed to have infinite-fold character or
innumerable aspects.”” This means that it is possible to apply different kinds
of predicates to the thing depending upon different standpoints.
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This concept of Anekanta - the manifoldness of reality is in fact a unique
contribution of Jainism to philosophical tradition of India. Anekantavada is
the theory of manifoldness of reality.® It signifies plurality of characteristics of
an object. It implies that in order to arrive at truth one should take into
account “all possible angles of vision regarding any object.”” The emphasis is
on complex and variable nature of reality. It denotes that each real has
manifold aspects or diverse forms. Thus it follows that reality is endowed with -
characteristics which appear to be contradictory. Jain theory of relativity -
Syadvada describes multifaceted reality by seven possible statements. The
seemingly contradictory attributes of an object are compatible from different
point of views. As it is put, “A particular mode appears only in a particular set
of conditions. With changed conditions there will be another mode of
existence of that thing. So all our knowledge of a thing at particular
spatiotemporal locus is conditional and relative.”® Possibly,  uncertainty
principle is the foundational law of the world. It seems that Einstein’s theory
of relativity and Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle are in accordance with the
Jain metaphysical doctrines. With Aneka-ntava-da of Jainism one can
comprehend reality not only in its complete form but also in its different
aspects. :

Jaina term ‘Pudgal’ includes the concept of matter and various forms of
energy. Matter is the most important of non-living substances. It constitutes
the basis of material world. The atoms of different elements of matter build up
physical object. Jain conception of matter as possessing energy and capable of
undergoing various modifications has been confirmeéd by science.
Modifications of pudgal take the form of sound, heat light etc. Einstein’s
theory proved that mass and energy are inter changeable. The law of
conservation of mass and energy come into existence after Einstein’s theory in
early 20™ century. This concept existed long before in Jainism. Modern science
has confirmed the Jain principle that matter is never destroyed. Again the
statement in Jain Agamas about unlimited energy of matter finds complete
acceptance in modern science.

Jainism is realistic pluralism Syadvada of the Jains presents the theory of
possibility that is possibility of predicating different attributes of an object
from the substantial point and from the point of view of modes. The doctrine
of modes is also important. The implications of Jain doctrines are highly
realistic and they need to be studied in scientific concepts. Perhaps
comparison and analysis of the doctrines of Jain theory of relativity and their
applications in Quantum mechanics may prove to be useful.

Before, proceeding further, let us discuss the problem of dual nature of
matter. More explicitly the theories of light whether light is in the form of
waves or particles. Quantum mechanics tried to answer this problem. As far
as jainism is concerned, Jain conception of nature of reality is non-absolutistic.
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Every thing is related with every other thing It is interesting to point out that
quantum and relativity theories have extended the application of Jain
relativism from philosophical to physical arena. Jain emphasis on complex
and variable nature of reality may be compared with uncertainty principle of
science. Is light constituted of waves or particles ? Planck gave answer to it by
quantum theory which comes close to Jain concept. Jainism solves the
difficulty by means of the doctrine of multiple nature of reality called
Anekantavada which affirms the possibility of diverse attributes in one and
the same thing. It may not be inappropriate to remark that Jain ontological
doctrines have implications regarding the nature of Existence which may be
of vital importance to science. Again the statement in Bhagvatisutra about
unlimited energy of matter finds complete acceptance in modern science. It is
to the credit of Jainism that it has given the world the science of
Anekantavada, which has greatly enriched world philosophy. It is useful and
indeed important to recognize science in Jaina doctrines.

Some Basic Concepts of Quantum Mechanics and Jain Doctrine
11

The basic tenets of Quantum mechanics :

1. Theory of wave particle duality

2. Heisenberg's principle of uncertainty

3. Bohr's principle of complementarity

4. Non-acceptance of Deterministic Laws

5. Role of observer - consciousness that is, non-material substance is an
essential constituent of the universe.

‘Modern physics is dominated by the Ideas of quantum Mechanics.
Quantum mechanies is a branch of physics that deals with sub-atomic system.
It explains the behaviour of microscopic particles. The theory of quantum
mechanics was formed in first quarter of 20" century a development that was
closely connected with the confirmation that matter is made up of atom. Max
Planck laid the foundations of Quantum physics by putting forward a
hypothesis. It is considered as one of the great ideas of the 20" century. It was
developed by Bohr and Heisenberg which led to a drastic reappraisal of the
concept of objective reality. Thus Quantum theory was developed to account
for certain phenomena that could not be explained by classical physics. The
equation of Quantum mechanics required that certain quantity such as
energy of an atom can come only in specific discrete units. Quantum theory
successfully predicts properties and behaviour of atoms, elementary particles,
and forces that compose them. No theory in history of science has been more
successful than quantum theory. It underline our understanding of chemistry,
atomic and subatomic physics, electronics and even Biology. It believes that
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our knowledge about external world has to be Quantum mechanical. It means
there is no perfect determinism.

Theory of wave particle duality. As far as the behaviour of subatomic
particles is concerned the problem was — Is light constituted of waves or
particles ? Planck gave answer to it by quantum theory. Quantum mechanics
which deals with atomic and subatomic systems is based on the premise that
all forms of energy are released in discrete bundles called quantum, Planck
attributed wave-particle duality to matter or light. Einstein also used the idea |
of quanta to explain the photo electric effect establishing that electromagnetic
radiation has a dual nature, behaving sometimes as a wave motion and
sometimes as a stream of particle like quanta. According to Quantum
mechanics, entities such as particles can behave like waves in certain
situations, while entities which we think of as wave e.g. light can behave like
particles. It is concluded that light had both wave particle aspect. This theory .-
is known as theory of wave particle Duality — which may be substantiated by
Jain Anekantavada.

Heisenberg’'s principle :

Heisenberg's principle of uncertainty is fundamental to quantum
mechanics. It throws light on wave particle dualism problem. It is said to have
incorporated relativistic Ideas inte quantum mechanics. It is to be noted that
the Laws of quantum mechanics are not deterministic Laws. They lead to a
probabilistic description of nature. This view has philosophical implications,
Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle showed how we cannot be completely
sure of the exact position of a sub-atomic particle. In later development of
quantum mechanics the role of observer is also recognized.

Complementarity principle :

Bohr threw new light on the wave particle duality theory by his
complementarity principle. The interesting consequence of the uncertainty
principle is the dual nature of light (matter), that is light is both wave and
particle. These two descriptions complement rather than contradict each
other. Quantum mechanics becomes more successful by this principle, what
follows from the Quantum mechanics is-There are no certainties, only
probabilities. It is interesting to point out that Jaina view of reality also takes
some such position.

This apparent contradiction that light can appear sometimes as wave
and sometimes as particles can be resolved. This view is consistent as this can
be possible from different standpoints. Probability and not absolute certainty
is a major characteristic of quantum physics.”" Nothing can be said with
absolute precision. This principle comes close to Jaina metaphysical approach.
Perhaps there is parallel between implications of quantum mechanics and
Jain non-Absolutism.
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Interestingly Jaina theory about reality denies inalterability of Being This
theory takes into account all possible aspects of a thing and can give us
complete truth. Thus, there is remarkable similarity between Jain view and
Quantum Mechanics.

To understand properly the relation between and quantum mechanics it
is necessary to understand the non-absolutist attitude of the Jains regarding
the nature of Reality which is already discussed.

The unique metaphysics of the Jains based upon their unique
epistemology deserves attention. According to it, logic and experience go
together. Possibly with this approach Jainism can help science to rediscover
truth. Jainism asserts that reality is a synthesis of opposites-change and
permanence.

It is pertinent to note in this context “Non-absolutism of Jains is not the
result of negation of absolute and extremes but their unification and
integration as a system.”? what I want to establish is that there is no
uncompromised antagonism between science and religion.

Research in sub atomic field has revealed the need for revision of some
fundamental concepts to concept of matter and worldview. As it is observed
some physicists noticed close relationship between the ancient and traditional
philosophical ideas and the philosophical substance of Quantum Theory.”"

Especially Jainism has a unique way of dealing with paradoxical aspect
of reality through its tenet of non-absolutism. “The most striking parallel
between the notions of atomic physics and those of Jain philosophy is the
principle of unification of the opposites... The Jains always emphasized the
paradoxical opposites instead of bypassing or concealing them... The dual and
paradoxical aspect of matter can be properly understood if one applies the
principle of 'anekantavada.”™ Anekantavada is the theory of non-one-
sidedness as the versatility of aspects.

Thus opposites are relative. Law of Non-Absolutism i.e. Anekantavada
asserts that only what is permanent can change. Opposites are therefore not
irreconcilable. This kind of unification of concepts may prove to be useful for
further exploration between Jainism and Quantum mechanics.

The Jain theory of universe is that “Paramanus dominate the whoie
universe. These microscopic particles while retaining their particle form can
behave like a wave.

We can reveal parallels between Jainism and some scientific concepts.
The Paradox of wave-particle duality of light could be explained by the
concept of complementarity introduced by Neils Bohr. This concept states that
both of wave aspect and the particle aspects of and light are necessary to fully
understand light. Light or for that matter anything cannot be both wave-like
and particle like in the some context. But as it is observed “This precisely is the
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Jaina position with regard to any two opposites... Jain theory of non-
absolutism offers the best explanation of wave particle paradox.”’® “The
duality of apparently contrary attributes enjoys mutual concomitance.” is
the basic axiom of non-absolutism. The principle of non-absolutism expounds
the multiple nature of reality.

“Quantum mechanics also does not predict single definite result for an
observation. It predicts a number of possible outcomes and introduces a
probability factor.”” Further it is rightly observed that Einstein’s theory of
relativity and Heisenberg’s theory uncertainty are in tune with Jain doctrine
of Anekanta.”"® What is of special interest is that science today is moving
towards its latest tenets formulated by Einstein, Planck, Heisenberg’'s and
others which were affirmed by Jain sages long back. '

It must be admitted that Jainism has made original contribution in the _
field of Relativistic physics. The concept of paryaya is fundamental. to Jain
view of reality. There are infinite ways or modes in which an object can exist.
In 1926 Heisenberg discovered the law of uncertainty this uncertainty this
uncertainty principle is said to be a fundamental inescapable ‘property of the
world. It is suggestive of parallel between Jainism and Quantum mechanics.
As regards duality of waves and particles, unpredictability occurs, which may
be compared to inexpressible of Saptabhangi a mode of statement of
Syadvada. ' '

Syadvada approaches a theory with an open unbiased mind and tries to
see its sustainability from different aspects. Thus apparently’ inconsistent
doctrines are reconciled by science of Anekanta. Researches in the field of
physics, surprisingly substantiate Jain philosophical contention.

Conclusion :

It may not be inappropriate to remark in the end that Jain ontological
doctrines have implications regarding the nature of existence which may be of
vital importance to science. It is indeed important to recognize striking
similarity between science and Jain doctrines. From the foregoing discussion a
few observations may be made, which can be fruitful.

1. Nothing is destructible. This is the atom of science and also of Jain
Metaphysics. '

2. Both Jainism and science believe in objective reality of the universe and
its eternity.

3. Truth is relative.

4. Inter dependence or relatedness of all phenomena has to be admitted.
Theory of relativity is simple. According to which reality depends on the
conditions of the observed and observer. Absolutism has to be given up.
Knowledge knows no limitations and boundaries.

5. Jaina theory of multiple nature of reality asserts complex nature of
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reality as permanence in the midst of appearance and disappearance. The
Jain definition of substance as possessing both qualities and meodes is
significant. The modifications refer to the various forms that a substance can
take. The function of philosophy is to reconcile the contradictory aspects of
reality.

6. Universe is governed by its own laws. It is remarkable that laws of
Quantum mechanics are not deterministic laws. They lead to probabilistic
description of nature. This view has philosophical implications.

7.1t has been rightly observed that ‘Quantum and relativity theories have
extended the applicability of Jain relativism from philosophical to physical
phenomena.” Perhaps Jain concepts can throw new light on the problem of
wave particle duality. The problem can be solved by saying that light can be
wave or particle or both and its true nature can never be understood
completely unless we take in to account all its aspects. Jainism does not go
against empirical data. It is through experience that we can discover relation
between an object and its modes. This is perhaps the most interesting aspect of
Jain-approach.

The multi dimensional vision of Jain theory is in accordance with the
rational perspectives of modern science Jain metaphysics give widest possible
indulgence to every conceivable theory. Our conclusion requires us to bring
together Jainism and Quantum mechanics. It is to the credit of Jainism that it
has given to the world the science of Anekantavada which has greatly
enriched philosophy. There is deep wisdom in each and every aspect of Jaina
philosophy which must be observed. Further researches of Jain metaphysics in
the light of modern science may prove to be illuminating. In my opinion,
relation between Jain Syadvada conditional dialectic and principle of
. complementarity may be further explored by scholars to study real world in
its completeness which may prove to be fruitful. Philosophers and scientists
both are concerned with attainment of truth. Possibly the mysteries of the
universe can be unlocked by bridging the gulf between science and religion.
Jain philosophy is related to physics but it goes beyond physics. Further
research needs to be done in this field.
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Jain Diaspora

Late Dr. L. M. Singhvi, in one of his last public
speaking role, inaugurated first ever JAIN DIASPORA
conference at JAINA Convention in July of 2007. There
were many luminaries present on the dais:

Dr. N. P. Jain (Diplomat and former Ambassador
to the UN.), Dr. Kumarpal Desai, Acharya Shri
Chandanaji, Gurudev Shri Chitrabhanuji, etc. and in
the audience were delegates from Kuwait, Dubai, and
UK with scores of Jain leaders from the USA and
Canada. It was an electrifying gathering, as everyone
in the room believed that they were witnessing a
historic moment ~ beginning of a global movement to
unite all the Jains.

Since then every two years, at JAINA
conventions, lectures, seminars and discussions occur
on JAIN DIASPORA but the magic of the First
Diaspora Conference never reappeared. Why? The
answer to that question lies in the understanding of
how Jain communities in various countries came into
being and how they grew. Lets first look at where
overseas Jains are.

The word Diaspora is a Greek word meaning any
particular community leaving outside its own country.
There are roughl 300,000 Jains living outside of India.
North America (US and Canada) has about 1,25,000;
Europe 50,000; Africa 400,008,000; in Nepal, 6,000; in
Persian gulf countries 3,000; in Singapore and
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Malayesia 2,500; in Australia and smaller communities in countries like .
Japan, Thailand, Now let us examine some of these communities in detail. We
will begin with state of Jainism in US and Canada.

North America : The first noteworthy Jain to visit US was the citizen
scholar Veerchand Raghavji Gandhi at the First Parliament of the World
religions in Chicago in 1893. He not only represented Jainism but also spoke
proudly of Hinduism and India. He put to rest many misconceptions about
people and traditions of India without denigrating any other religion. He
dazzled western religious leaders by his command of English language and
his knowledge of Christianity and western culture in general. In 1904 World
Fair in St. Lois, an intricately carved wooden replica of a Jain Temple was
displayed.(This is now majestically displayed at the Jain Center of Southern
California - Los Angeles But significant migration of Jains did not begin until
1960’s. The first Jain Sangh (Jain Center of America) was established in NY in -
1965. They did not have a place of their own for their center so they met at the
homes of various Jain families and began planning for the first Jain Temple in
America.

During 1960°s US government relaxed immigration rules and opened her
doors to skilled labors like Physicians, Engineers or Scientists. At about the
same time Government of India relaxed foreign exchange rules allowing more
students to go abroad for higher education. Thus began the brain drain of
most talented individuals from India to the US. Significant numbers of these
highly educated immigrants were Jains. As more Jains arrived, many small
Jain communities began to form in large American cities like New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit.

1972 saw the arrival of most notable Jain ~ Gurudev Shri Chitrabhanuji
to address the third World Spiritual Conference at Harvard University. At
first, he attracted many Americans as he was invited to many Universities and
religious gatherings to speak on meditation and his message of peace and
Ahimsa. He settled in New York and with the help of his American students,
in 1973 rented a studio and established Jain Meditation International Center.
Slowly some Jains started attending and the Jain Center of America loaned a
marble statue of Shri Mahaveer Swami. As more Jains started to attend
programs at JMIC to hear lectures and perform Pratikraman, Poojasetc,
Chitrabhanuji became the spiritual leader of the Jains in the NY and NJ area
along with scores of American students who had accepted Vegetarianism and
meditation as a way of life and regularly attending Gurudev’s lectures on
spiritual enhancements.

During his visit to India in 1973, Chitrabhanuji met with Ac¢harya
Sushilkumarji in New Delhi and invited him to America. By the year 1981
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under the leadership of Jain Center of southern California representatives of
various Jain centers of NY, Washington DC, San Francisco etc. held a first ever
Jain convention in Los Angeles. Acharya Sushilkumarji arrived in the USA in
1975. Chitrabhanuji and Sushilkumarji met again in 1983 and together
formed JAINA. This was going to be the organizations of all the Jain Sanghs in
North America representing all the Jains without any distinction of sect,
languages or the regions they came from. Over the years, JAINA has served its
members through 26 committees like Education, pilgrimage, world
community service, matrimonial, scholar visitation, calendars, Academic
Liaison committee and youth organizations YJA and YJP.

This singular event, formation of a national organization of Jains early on
in the era of immigration to North America is the reason for a model unity of
Swetambers, Digambers, Sthanakwasis, Terapanthis, followers of Shrimad
Rajchandraji and followers of Dada Bhagwan. The first two leaders of the
community (Gurudev Shri Chitrabhanuji and Acharya Shri Sushilmuniji)
forged a durable and fruitful partnership and preached unity of Jains in
creating JAINA but did not take any position in the organization. This unity
has made JAINA a premiere organization in the world as it stands foremost
for the unity of Jains. As their numbers grew and obtained their Masters and
Doctoral degrees, got jobs, married and started to raise their families, bought
homes — they felt it important to build their own places of worships. Some
communities built their own Jain Temples; some built combined Hindu Jain
Temples. Most of the Jain Temples in North America are composite
Swetamber, Digambar and Sthanakwasi establishments. Acharya
Sushilkumarji, a Sthanakwasi, broke with traditions and had his followers
_ . build SIDDHACHALAM - a 100 acre Ashram in Pocono mountains region in
NJ with'a huge Temple with Swetamber and Digambar idols. Presently,
Siddhachalam is building a replica of Shri Sametshikharji that will be a must
visit Temple for all he Jains visiting America.

First generation of Jains jokingly identify themselves as having arrived in
America with just $ 8.00 in their pocket but in the last 50 years they have
established 67 Jain centers in US and Canada and invested over Two Million
Dollars to build about 50 Jain Temples. Some of these Temples are world-class
temples and worthy of being called Tirthbhoomies of the western world.

Jains' of America did not just build Temples. They created a robust
program of inviting Jain Scholars to the various centers for religious
discourses. Bandhu Triputi, Pandit Dhirajpbhai Mehta, Bhattarakji of
Moodbidri, Humcha and Shravan Belgoda, Hukamchandji Bharil, Sagarmal
TJain, Acharya Chandanaji, Sunandaben Vora, Dr. Kumarpal Desai, Dr.
Jitendra B. Shah, Rakeshbhai Jhaveri, Tarlaben Doshi and many others have
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made many trips to US and Canada visiting various Jain Temples and .
explaining tenants and philosophy of Jainism.

World Community Service of JAINA has undertaken many
humanitarian causes to help victims of natural or manmade disasters in
places like Kobe, Rwanda, Haiti, Andaman Islands, Latur, and Kutch.
JAINA education committee has created non-sectarian pathshala curriculum
in English for children ranging from age 5 to 15 and is used in most Jain
centers in the North America. Pathshala teachers in UK, Singapore, Kenya
and India order these books that are sold. The education committee has also
created a free huge Jain e-library on the web. It has put over 5,500 books,
4,000 articles, 1,000 magazines and 187 manuscripts in English, Gujarati and
Hindi that has been visited by individuals from 97 countries and downloaded
nearly 175000 files. Similar progress has been made in training young scholars
and creating facilities for Jain academic education in colleges and universities
of North America. As a result, nearly 20 universities offer regular ¢lasses in
Jain dharma and about 3,000 students attend these classes regularly.

In addition to JAINA and the 67 Jain Centers, many other Jain
organizations service Jains of North America. Young Jains of North America,
International ~ Alumni  Association of Mahaveer Jain Vidyalaya,
JainVishvabharti, KOJAIN, Anekanta Community Center, International
School for Jain Studies, a multi-lingual website Jain World, Jain Adhyatmik
Association of North America and followers of Rakeshbhai Jhaveri-and Dada
Bhagwan group.

As you can see, Jain community in North America is spiritually well
nourished with Temples, Pathshalas and scholarly visits. JAINA participates
in the Parliament of World religion meetings every time. JAINA has started to
work with various Jain organizations like JITO.in India in the area of
education for poor children but largely speaking, it has no meaningful
interactions with Jain organizations in any other country.

UK. has 30,000 Jains - the second largest Jain population ocutside India.
Majority of them in and around Greater London. Some 75 to 80 percent of
total Jains here have come from East Africa (Like Kenya, Uganda and
Tanzania); some have come here from Aden (Yemen) and the rest have
directly come from India. Majority of all Jains here are Shvetambara
Jains.There are more than 20 Jain groups in the UK. The largest of them is
Oshwal Association of the UK (OAUK). Other notable groups are: Institute of
Jainology, Shree Digambar Jain Association of UK, Jain Network,
NavnatVanik Association, Shree Raj Saubhag Ashram -Sayla, Jain Vlshwa
Bharati, VeerayatanYoung Jains UK and Jain Samaj Europe.



Jain Diaspora 3

Oshwal Association of UK : Founded in 1968, QAUK is the largest Jain
organization of UK founded by Halari Visa Oshwals. The population of
Oshwals in the UK is estimated to be in excess of 25,000. The Association
comprises of nine geographically defined branches. They have a beautiful
Shikharbandh Derasar in Potters Bar, which is a major attraction for Jains
and non-Jains from all over the world. Oshwal Mahajanwadi in Croydon
serves the Oshwals of the south London and has a Ghar Derasar. Recently
they have acquired and Oshwal Ekta Center in Kingsbury.

Institute of Jainology : Founded in 1983, the mission of the organization is
to propagate Jainism and its values through art, culture and education. The
institute has offices in London and Ahmedabad. Of the many laudable
projects under taken by them, Cataloguing of Jain manuscripts in the British
museum, Jain Pedia web site, ahimsa day celebration and awarding yearly
Ahimsa Award

Jain Samaj Europe Founded in 1973 in the heart of the Leicester City,
under the leadership of Dr. Natubhai Shah (former student of Mahavir Jain
Vidyalaya} with the vision to establish a modern European center for Jains of
all sects where they all work together in order to practice and promote the Jain
doctrine. Funding for the project came from Jains from all over the world and
a grant of £ 250,000 from Leicester city council and the central government.
An old spacious church building was converted into a beautiful Jain Temple.
‘Within the Jain Centre building, the upper hall provides appropriate space for
the acts of communal worship and space for celebrating various Jain events.
10 magnificent stained glass windows illustrating events in the life of Mahavir
from conception to liberation bound the hall. Access to these floors is gained
- via the stairs with elegantly finished wooden balustrades. Standing on the
landing “area, murals showing the life of the tirthankar Mahavir can be
admired. From the top of the stairs Digambar Jinalay is accessed to the left and
Gurusthanak is situated on the right. The upper foyer reveals on intricacy of
amazing mirror work, carried out by famous artisans from India. The
Swetambar Jinalay presents a magnificent piece of Jain architecture
constructed from the yellow Jaisalmer stone of Rajasthan, India. This has 44
pillars, 13 arches, a beautiful temple dome and ceiling, all finished in intricate
traditional Jain carvings. The Jinalay mirrored framed walls, concealed
lighting and traditional door to the images enclosure (Garbhagriha). The
center also has Shrimad Rajchandra Gyan Mandir and Sthanakvasi
upashray. Requested by the 10, Downing street, the Prime Minister John
Major did visit the Temple in 1994 so did senior members of the Royal family
* paid their respect in the year 2000 .

The Jain Network. The newest organization in London - also founded by
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Dr. Natubhai Shah - The Jain Network has purchased a spacious building
near Colindale tube station, outskirts of London. The mission of the Jain
Network is to seek to improve spiritual and physical quality of life and the
wider community and promote Jainism in the western world. The present
property, more than 12,000 sq. feet built up area, has been refurbished to
make it habitable and has beautifully carved wooden temple with murtis of
Bhagwan Parshvanath, Munisuvarat Swami and also Padmavat Mata,
Community Hall, Seminar Room, Offices and ancillary facilities. The Network .
plans, and the local authorities have approved the plans to demolish it in near
future for a Jain Centre on ground + 2 floors; the ground and first floor for the
community activities for Jains and wider public second floor as a place of
worship for all the Jains and 3 flats for visiting scholars.

Mahavir Foundation - Established in 1987 under the leadership of Chief
Bhandari and Hasmukhbhai Gardi, Mahavir Foundation has rebuilt an old
Ghar-Derasar with a prestigious Pratistha Mahotsav in April of 2012 in
Kenton, Harrow area that is very popular.The Mul-nayak is Mahavir Swami.
There is special area for the devotees of Shrimad Rajchandra.

There are other Temples in UK such as Jain Samaj Temple in Manchester
with a large building for social and cultural needs, Kailash-giri Jain Temple ~
in Hounslow, Established by Jain Mahila Sant Kumari Satyawatiji, Sanatan
Temple - Leeds some 300 miles from London within a Hindu temple a special
small ‘Jain Temple” has been created. First Digamber Temple- utside India
was inaugurated in London under the guidance of Shri Kanji Swami.

Belgium : There are about 350 Jain families living in Antwerp. All Jains in
Antwerp have come directly from Gujarat to Antwerp for diamond trade.
Most of them came to Antwerp at the end of the 1970s or in the early 1980s.
Most of them are between 40 and 60 years old. In the meantime, many of them
got the Belgian nationality or an unlimited residence permit. In the early days,
the migrants settled close to the diamond centers. After some time, the Indian
migrants bought land in the district of Wilrijk, where they proceeded to build
their villas. Today many Jain families also live in Edegem and Schoten,
districts. In 1992, the Jains decided to build a Temple on the 4,000m? plot of
land they had bought from a Belgium company years ago. They established
Jain Cultural Center Antwerp, (J.C.C.A) and built a Shankheshvar
Parshvanath Mandir.

Africa : Mostly Jains from Kutch in particular and rest of Gujarat, first
arrived in Zanzibar which was the most advanced country in East Africa and
they were encouraged by then Sultan Seyyid Bargash to bring their families
with them. He promised them all Facilities such as water and electricity.
These Jain arrived in Dhows (Small Boats) many of them lost lives in the
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stormy sea of Socotra and by bombardment of Japanese. Not until the advent
of Uganda Railway in 1850, did the Jain traders moved on the mainland of
Kenya and Tanzania.

Today, there is a very vibrant fain community in Nairobi (25,000)
consisting mostly of Halari Visa Oswals who came here about 100 years ago.
Many of their descendants have moved to Britain or other western countries.
In Nairobi, there is a huge Visha Oshwal center and a beautiful Muni
suvratswami marble Temple established in 1984. There is a Digamber Temple,
Sthanaks and four other Derasars in Nairobi. Also there are Beautiful Jain
Temples in Mombasa, and one in Thika - all in Kenya. There is one Jain
Temple in Dar-es-Salaam, one in Arusha and one full fledge Ghar Derasar in
Dar-es-Salaam - all in Tanzania. There are 2 Jain Temples in Zanzibar and one
upashraya.

Nepal : Nepal has about 6,000 Jains of all the sects. There is one unified
Temple in Kathmandu, 3 Km from the airport in a Pagoda style. Established in
1979, on the ground floor is a Digamber Temple and Terapanth place for
worship and on first floor is a Swetamber Temple. There is Jain Bhavan next to
it and rooms for pilgrims.

Persian Gulf Countries : Total Jain population in the Gulf countries is
about 6,000 half of them in the UAE countries. The migration to the gulf
countries started in late 1970’s. In the entire gulf countries public gatherings
for Propagation of non-Islamic religion is not allowed and citizenship is rarely
granted except high profile individuals who may have contributed greatly to
the state. Never the less there are 5 or 6 Ghar Derasars in Dubai and one in
Oman. But the Jain population particularly in Dubai is rising since 2006 as
‘Diamond. Merchants from Belgium and India have set up their offices
attracted by friendly economic policies of the state.

Hong Kong : There are about 2,000 jains in Hong Kong. There is a
Swetamber Temple of Adinath in a flat on 7th floor of a downtown building.

Malayesia : Some of the Jains arrived in Malayesia way back in 15th and

“16th century in Malacca. Today there are almost 3,000 jains in Malayesia and

has a Shri Parshwanath Temple in the city of Ipch that was built in 2003 with
inspiration from Pujya Shri Jinchandraji Maharaj.

Thailand : There are 600 Jain families in Thailand with both Digamber
and Swetamber Temples. Most of the Jains here are in Diamond and Jewelry
business. Mahidol University in Bank Cong has a major Jain studies program
in conjunction with International School for Jain Studies.

Singapore : Migration to Singapore started around 1910. In 1972, the
Singapore Jain Religious Society was formed and in 1978 purchased the land
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measuring about 1000 sq. meters and built a two-storey building. The hall on -
the second floor was used for religious functions and had an office and
library. The ground floor consisted of an open hall, built up kitchen, store,
parking lots and open spaces. Any Jain, speaking any language, regardless of
creed could become a member and carry out Jain religious activities. In 1995 a
new modern building was constructed. It had a fully air-conditioned prayer
hall a Sthanak on the second floor. First floor has all the amenities for cooking
facility of up to 1000 people. A Temple was added recently on the second
floor. Jain scholars are regularly invited for Paryushan observation. Today the
Jain population in Singapore is estimated to be about 1000. Singapore has a
huge population of Tamils and thus also has a small community of Tamil
Jains. The Tamil Jains in Singapore congregate under the banner of Singapore
Tamil Jains Forum. The Government has recognized Jainism as one of the ten
official religions of Singapore. '

Japan : Jains started arriving in Japan in mid 1950’s for the pearl trade. In
1985 they built a first Temple in Kobe. There are two more Jain Temples in
Japan. The estimated Jain populatlon today is about 400 families.

Australia : Jain Populatlon in Australia is about 1,000. Jains are
concentrated in blg cities like Sydney, Perth, Canberra and Melbourne. Since
early 2000 many students arrived for higher studies and many chose to stay.
There are Jain Temples in Sydney (Simandhar Swami Temple), in Canberra
(Mahaveer Swami Digamber Temple) inside a Hindu Temple and a
Swetamber Temple in Melbourne.

When we look at the overall picture, we see Jains have made their homes
in almost 40 countries and have generally prospered. Initially they left their
homeland for business or higher education but now they have settled in those
countries. Many have diluted their ties to the JANMABHOOMI. Less than
30% of them are now traders. Many of the current generation have now
turned professionals - Doctors, Engineers, Software Designers and Diamond
Dealers. They have tried to pass on their Jain heritage to their children and
grand children by building Temples but failed to get the youth invelved in
JAINISM. This may be because so many of the first generation of Jains are
ritual oriented, Quest for education and their JAINATVA has placed them in
high positions in their various KARMABHOOMIES. But sadly, something is
lacking.

There is not one united JAIN DIASPORA. We are all divided into shiny,
tall silos as if there were scores of Diasporas.Living safe and satisfied with our
successes but in our own cocoons and distant from each other. Various
Diasporas like Jewish Diaspora or Greek Diaspora were solidified because of
their fears - fear for their lives and their cultures. It is true that Jains are not
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facing any mortal danger in or outside India but our culture is eroding and
our numbers are declining. But we are blissfully ignorant of these threats.
There is no connection between Jains of Kenya to Jains of Singapore or the
Jains of Australia have no dialog with Jains in Canada. May be economic self
sufficiency of individual Jains has created apathy towards the wider Jain
brotherhood. It is ironic that in these days of instant communications, there
are no connections between the communities. There is no central record of
overseas Jains — no single register of Jain Temples world wide — no database of
Jain scholars (western or home grown) outside of India or no list of world class
Jain Doctors or scientists or philanthropists (Yes, there are Jain Philanthropists
outside India). We are a very fragmented community.

For a vibrant Diaspora-to exist, it must have 3 Characteristics :
* Assimilation and growth in the host country.

* Mainta'm'mg. ties with the homeland.

* Maintaining relationships between the communities.

On the first two issues - Assimilation and ties with homeland, there is a
mixed picture. Jains from around the world visit India for social visits with
relatives and friends, pilgrimages to our holly places, matrimonial reasons and
just plain nostalgia. But as to maintaining relationships between the
communities, we have a very bad record. As I began writing this essay, I
realized how poor our state of knowledge about our brothers in distant lands
is. Even inquiring of population of Jains in various countries elicits wildly
contradictory numbers. The listing above is incomplete or grossly inadequate.
Loss of the sense of togetherness is already showing some ill effects. Qut side

* India, many Jain children of marrying ages are having tough time finding Jain
life partners. Many Jains are identifying themselves as Hindus. Their
knowledge of Jainism is limited to Navkar Mantra and some adherence to
Vegetarianism. Sectarian divides is hurting efforts towards unity. Many of our
widowed senior citizens in their adopted lands are living a life of loneliness
even if they are economically well off. These occurrences do not bode well for

~ the future of Jainism.

Jains are a minority community in India. Outside India they are even less
than minority. The world knows very little about Jainism and Jains have not
done a lot to change that. Jains as a whole, partly due to their upbringing,
remained socially insulated from the societies they live in. In the very near
future, Temple building activities will slow down and need to have
professional managers to help grow the communities will arise. A structured

- leadership of ascetics will also be required that can preach unity of the Jains
and provide fundamental knowledge of Jainism to the new generation. We
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will need bridges between the various overseas Jain communities. Fortunately,
today’s technology can help us bridge that gap. Web based alliances and
programs can bring sense of togetherness. We desperately need a global Jain
Diaspora movement.

The Jain diaspora can become much stronger and benefit from each other
substantially if they remain actively connected in all these ways. In this age of
social networking, it is a must. This process can take place formally as well as
informally. An entity like JAINA, JITO and IOJ or some such group in India
can take a lead in initiating and coordinating with all and organizing world/
regional gatherings periodically. The conference agenda should have solid
areas where each other can benefit in all different ways including
opportunities for matrimonial and trade. Organizations in India should
promote Jain pilgrimages to the overseas jains. The informal ways are what
people are already using these days - Facebook, email, twitter, etc. Besides the
conferences, publications are another area. A good place to start can be with a
directory of organizations initially and followed by individuals later for the
entire diaspora. Strong ties to academic communities should also be
developed and nurtured because the new generation will be far more likely to
get their knowledge of Jainism through academia. |

There are many Jain professionals with skills needed to create a virtual
platform for all the Jains. This web-based platform can provide many needed
services like religious, social and business connections. This platform can
provide useful information for travelers, academic and scholarly exchanges
and sense of oneness are all within realm of possibilities and absolutely
necessary for the preservation of our heritage if only we are willing to work at
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