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Such was the state of things in India, in the sixth century
before Christ. Religions in its true sense had been replaced by
forms. Excellent social and moral rules were disfigured by the
unhealthy distinctions of caste, by exclusive priviledges for
Brahmins, by cruel laws for Sudras. Such exclusive caste
priviledges did not help to improve the Brahmans themselves.
As a community they became grasping and covetous ignorant
and pretentious until Brahman Sutrakaras themselves had to
censure the abuse in the strongest terms. For the Sudras, who
had come Sunder the shelter of the Aryan religion, there was
no religious instruction, no religious observance, no social
respect. Despised and degraded in the community in which they
lived, they sighed for a change and the invidious distinction
became unbearable as they increased in number, pursued
various useful industries, owned lands and villages and gained
in influence and power. Thus society, was held in cast-iron
moved which it had long out-grown; and the social, religious
and legal literature of the day still proclaimed and upheld the
cruel injustice against the Sudra, long after the Sudra had
become civilized and industrious, and a worthy member of

society.
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A4 Mahavir proclaimed in India the message of salvation that
religion is a reality and not a mere convention, that salvation
comes from taking refuge in that true religion, and not from
observing the external ceremonies of the community that religion
can not regard any barrier between man and man as an eternal
vesity. Wondours to relate, this teaching rapidly overtopped the
barriers of the race’s abiding instinct and conquered the whole
country, For a long period now the influence of Kshatriya
teachers comletely suppressed the Brahmin power.
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“The history of the Ajivkas reveals the curious fact
that sacredness of animal life was not the peculiar tener
of Budhism alone but the religion of Sakyamuni shared
it with the Ajivkas and the Nirgranthas. They had some
tenets in common but differed in details... They were
naked monks practising severe penances. We fine the
Ajivkas an influential sect in existence even in the time
of Buddha, Mokkali Gosala was the teacher of the
Ajivakas with whom Gautam Buddha had a religious

controversy.”
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Among the other sects of ascetics which flourished
side by side with the Budhist and Nirgranthas (Jains) in
the sixth century B.C. the Ajivakas founded by Gosala
were the bess known in their day. Asoka named them in
their inscriptions along with Brahmins and Nirgranthas.
Gosal was therefore a rival of Buddh and Mahavir, but
this sect has now ceased to exist.
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