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Such was the state of things in Indis, in
tho sixth century before Chiist Religion in.
its true sensc had boen roplaced by forms.-
Excellent social and mnoral rules were disfigured
by the unhealthy distinctions of caste, by oxclu--
sivo previledges for Brahmins, by ecruel laws
for Sudras. Such cxclusive caste previledges did
not help to improve the Brahmans themselves..
As a community they becamo grasping and:
covetous, ighorant and pretontious until Bra-

hman Sutrakaras themselves had to censure-
‘tho abuse’ in tho strongest terms. For the
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‘Sudras who had come under the sheltor of the
Aryan teligion, there was no religious instrue-
tion, no 1‘0110’10118 observance, no social 1espect-.
Despised and degraded in the community in
which they lived, they sighed for a change and
the invidious distinction became unbearable as
they increased in ‘number, pursued various
useful industries, owned lands and villages
and gained in influence and  power.
Thus society, was held in cast-iron moved
which it had long out grown; and the social,
religious and legal ltterature of the day still
proclaimed and wupheld the éruel injustice
against the Sudva, long after the Sudra had’
become civilized and industrious, and a worthy
member of society.
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HI 3 F:— Mahavir proclaimed in India the me-
ssage o?f salvation that religion is a reality
and not & mere social convention that salva-
tion comes from taking refuge in that true
zeligion, and not from observing the exter-
nal ceremonies of the communify-thab
roligion can not regard any barrier between
man and man as an efernal verity. Wondrous
o relate, this teaching rapidly overtopped the
barriers of the race’s abiding iestinct and
wconquered fthe whole country. For a long
period now the influence of Kshatriya teachers
completely suppressed the Brahmin power.
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