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PREFACE

The L. D, Institute of Indology has great pleasure in publishing the hitherto
enpublished Prakrit story entitled Maporamakaha composcd in prose and verse by
Vardhamiaoastri (12th Century V. 5.}, a disciple of Abkuayadevastri, ths well known
commenlator of nine Jaina Azamas. The work is very interesting as it contains pearly
80 tales, some of thewn being fluating folk-tales, It consists of about 3000 gathsas.
It is voluminous; its extent is 16000 slokspramana. The story is full of interesting
situations, characters are robust and realistic, descripyons are poetic gnd lively, and
delineation of different sentiments (rasas) is appealing. Moreover, the work contains
rich material for liguistic and cultural studies.

Pt. Rupendrakumar Pagariya has critically edited the text of this important work
on the basis of two manuscripls, one belonging to the L, D, Iastitute of Indclogy,
Ahmedabad, and snothat to the Terapanthi Biandara, Sardarpur {(Rajasthan). He
has prepared a vetse-index and tried to find out the sources of some of the wverses.
He has written an informative int{roduction in Hindi, Thercin he describes the
manuscripts used, summatises the story, points out the sources of the principal story and
the secondary tales, and finally gives an account of the author based on the guthor’s
colophons cccurring at the end of his three works, viz, Monoramaland, Yugadideva-
carita (Prakeity and Dharmaramnckarandatika (Sanskrit), Dharmdratnakarandattka has
alyeady been published by Pr. Hiralal Hansraj in V. S. 1995, while Yugadidevacarita
is mot yet published, Pt, Rupendrakumar has undertaken the work of critically edi-
ting this Ywgadidevacarita which will be published in the L. D, Series as early as
possible, : '

Our thanks are due to Pt. Rupendrakumar for editing the present work. And
we express our gratefulness to Dr. H. C. Bhayari who cxamined thie ptess-copy snd
made valuable suggestions.

It is hoped that students and scholare of Prakrit literzture will find this Manorg-
makahi valvable in various ways,

L. D. Instifute of Indology Nagin J. Shah.
Ahmedabad-380 009 Acring Director
15th June 1983



INTRODUCTION

The Manorama-kahn (MK} of Vardhamana~siiri, completed in 1140 V., §, (1083-

84 A. D.) at Dhandhuka in North Gujarat is an extensive didactic-narrative work
in Prakrit. Its extent in traditionai units is 16000 Siokas, It is a Juin Dharmakatha,
preaching various popular tepets ¢f Jainism by means of numseroys illustrative tales.
The fruits of acquiricg right religious faith, of practising religious vows of charity,
chastity, auslerity and renunciation, of observing the five major and sever minor
Vratas et —=such topiss of sermon are iliustrated through wore 1han cightyscven tales,
some of which are fairly extensive and contaic emboxed tales. A majority of the tales
are such as we frequently come across in the Jain narrative literature in general, Some
of these, moreover, scem to have been devised by Vardhamara-slri himself following
the general pattern of Jain didactic tales we find in hundreds in this type of religi-
ous-didactic works Buat besides these, there is a number of tates which are highly
interesting typologically as well as narratjvely, and having no direct religious import,
They have clear signs of having been derived from folk literature, and in the cake of
several of them We can point out parallels aud variants from old literary traditions and
from currently prevslent folk-tales. We may cite some insiances to illustrale {he point.
The emboxed tale of Stiasundari iblustrating the merits of observing chastity (MK,
pp 89-92) is known, partly or wholly, from various Indian werks like the Jarekaith-

akatha (Paramtapa Jileka, no 416) in Pali, the Akhyanaka-mani-fe$a-vriti (the
Rohini-akhyana} in Prakrit, the Nandopakhyang in Sanskrit, vorious works ca'led
Nandabatrisi in Old Cujarati {by Narapati, Sirhghc kula, Samala Bbatta etc.) and Varsa
Vairocan Mohora-ri in Early Rajasthani. The tale is also found cuiside Jndia in the
Lao version of the Pancatanira, and in the different vorsions of the Book of Sindbad

in Arabic, Hebrew, Old Spapijsh etc.?

The highly interesting tale of the rogue Vacanasira (Vacanasara-dhirta-kathd,
MK, pp. 258-262) is possibly the eatliest known version so far of the tate-type The
Rich and Poor Peasant (Aarne-Thompson Type Ind:x mo. 1535).

The tale of the royal monk Yava (MK.p.273} is kncwn io the Jair_l tradition
from several works like the commentaries on the Brhar-kalpa-siira and the Akhyanaka-

1. See Bhayani H.C. -§ilacurhdari; Namda-batrising Ek Précin  Prakrt Ropantar® {in Gujarati},
Pharbas Gujarati Sabha Traimasik. Vol, 46, July-Sept. 1981, 163-166. The texts of the various
versions of the Nandepikhyana have been edited and will be published at an early date.

2. See Artola G, T., The Banner of Kamadeva, Bambay, 1977,30-34.

3. For some of its versons curreat in India and outside see (i) Bhayani H.C. , ‘Srimamia thduf_
ane Garib KhedatE Lo kathi-ni Agyarmi §’ atzbdimd@ maltt Bhiratiya Rupartar (in Guja-
1&ti) Pharbas Gujaratt Sabhg Traimasik, Vol. 45, Oct-Dec, 1980,225-230; (2} Bhaiatiya Kathd-
S@hitya (in Gujurati), Patan, 1981, pp.7,(3) Acharya Shantibbai, *Yeiyo Katha' (in Gujarati),
Bhagg-vimaria 1111580, 143-147.
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mani kofa, from the Brhtakathako$a and the Upadedatararmgini, Tn some form it was
-aleo known to the auth r of Jat kalthakatha (see Masikajotuka, no 373). We find a
tale with a similar motif in the Ka.hasaritsgara (The tale of Harisarman, V[92-
128), and among the folk-tales of several regions including Gujarat. This is Aarpe-
Thompson Tale Type no. 1641 called Doctor Know--All¢

In the sub-tale The Thoughtless King gnd the Foolish Minister{MK pp.62- 63) we
find the earliest version of a popular tale known as Andheri Nagar? no Gamdu Rija
in the wesiern and northern India.%

Below we point out some more similar tales from MK, bearing clear marks of
popular origin, and kaown also from other collections of narratives or from folk
traditinnsy

The Potter Always Bothered About Others’ Affairs (Anakkhabahulo Kumbhiro),
pp. 39-40, '

The Sweet-Tongued Old Woman (Amaya-muha-theri), pp 35-41.

The Tempt:d Ascetic and the Impriconed Monkey (Punnasara-kaha), pp. 33-35,

The Fable of the Fox and the Oil-Drenched Rope (Jambua-sineha-sitta-nidcya~
ditthanto), p. 43.

The Merchant’s Four sons and the Riddle of the Division of the Inheritance
{ Setthi-putta—vavahara-ditthamte), pp.42-43,
Burried Mcney Stolen by Sham--Dead Thief {Sarana-juayara-kaka), pp 100-101,

The Fool in Search of a Blame-bearer for his Business Loss (Garaggra-bhalta-
ditthamra), pp.10%-109,

The Joke of the Litera! Fool and the IHustrative Tale of the Myrobalon-physician
(Haradaya-vejjo} pp.~286.
The Riddle of Three Skulls, pp. 72-74,

The Tale of Kiny Tejasar (MK,pp 204-219) deserves a special mention. It is a
full-fledged romance, full of adventures and conqaest of girls, Its contents and style
are quite obviously inspited by the FVasudevahimdi, and the description of the lake
Jalahikallola immediately reminds the reader of the lake Acchodz in Bana's Kadambari.

Many a tale of the MK, is notable for depicting incideats and situations in a
life-like manne:. This realistic trait is of course characteristic of a majority of
Prakrit tales in geaneral. In these stories of the MK., we get authentic glimpses of the
middle and lower social strafa of Gujarat, Rajasthan and the adjoining regions during
the eleventh century, and this establishes the great value of the MK, as a socio—cultura}
document of that period.

4. See Bhayani H.C., *The tale of the Royal Monk Yava' to appear shortly in the Pref. P, V,
Bapat Felicitation Volume,
5. See Bhayani H (., Badhu Cadive Salis’ (Gaj.), Buddhiprakzia 124, Jan. 1977, 31-32,
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Tae racy, conversational style of numerous passages, marRed with short senfencas
and vivid d/aloguss speak for the commendable powers of the author as a storyteller.
He has handled the ornate aad the siinple style, the prose and the verse medium
with. equal feljeity.

Linguistically too the MK, is quite iatergsting, The verb-subject-object sequence
is a very obvious syatactic feature of many of its narrative passages, Of cougse, it i8
a trait shared by many carlier and later narrative prose works in Sanskrit, Prakrit
and Old Gujarati. It requires to b studied periodwise, ex'ensively and in depth.
Besides this, we find a nunber of DeSya words in the MK., which are attested
for the first time and waich are valuable for New Indo-Aryan lexicology. The numeroua
Apabhrarhéa passages in the MK, offer wvs specimens of the Apabhraréa
of Hemacandra’s period, They are important metrically also, in view of
the metres like Dohd, Risivalaya, Satpada, Vadanaka etc employed in them,

Pandit Rupendrakumar Pagaria deserves the thanks of all lovers of Prakrit language
and literature for editiag such an importact narrative work., We look forward toh is
edition of anothe. religinous-narrative work of Yardhmana-suci in Prakrit, viz., the Jug di-
devacariya(SK. Yugadidevacariia), whick is also fairly extensive(11000 Granthagras),

H. C. Bhayani
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