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GENERAL EDITORIAL

Reality is a multifaced complexity, viewed in itself and with reference to
time and place. Human understanding has its limitations, and its comprehension
pertains only to its point of view. And human speech is not capable of putting in
words, at a stretch, all that the mind might have grasped. These concepts lie at
the basis of certain Jaina doctrines in the field of Pramzna-Sastra or N}'aya-sastra,
namely, Anekanta-vida, Naya-vada and Syadvada. These are no more weapons of
disputants but are really effective instruments of valid knowledge and its exposition
within the abilities of 2 man,

Reality is endowed with a substratum which not only persists through time
and space, but is also invested with modes which appear and disappear under vary-
ing conditions. Such a reality can be understood properly and thoroughly from
different points of view ( Naya }. Apart from the metaphysical importance of the
Anekanta-vada, it has a psychological effect that one is made to realize that other
man’s point of view deserves consideration as much as one’s own. In short, it
breeds a tolerant outlook in a co-operative effort in securing more knowledge, Nat-
urally the Jaina philosophers, though often misundcrsiood, have taken great pains
to explain these instruments of knowledge. They have used them for the study of
both of the fundamental principles, namely, Jiva and Ajiva and even for reconciling
apparent couflicts in view-points. Substance { Dravya )is endowed with quality
{ Guna } and modes { Paryaya }, and is subjected to erigination { Utpada ), destruc-
tion { Vyaya ) and permanence { Dhrauvya ). Such a substance can be understood
only by adopting various points of view and described in statements of rclative
validity.

Eminent authors like Samantabhadra, Siddhasena, Akalanka, Haribhadra,
Vidyananda, Hemacandra and others have contributed richly to the study of Ane-
kanta-vada, etc. in the light of contemporary thought patferns propounded in
different religions and philosophical schools. Most of their works are in Sanskrit
and very few of them (like the Syiadvada-mafjary } have been presented in
authentic translations into English. Many expositions of their contents are available
in Hindi today.

According to the Tattvartha-Satra, Pramana and Naya are the means of
knowledge: and on this Stitra copumentators have elaborated their thecries in the
light of their inherited information and contemporary controversies, Quotations in
earlier works point to the existence of ancient literature on these topics; and even a
text “*Nayacakra®, by name, appears to have existed { from the references to it by
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Akalanka, Vadiraja and Vidyananda }, though it is difficult to say anything about
its contents, There was a Nayacakra of Mallavadi, but what has come down to us
is a learned commentary of Simhasgri-gapi Ksamgéramana on the basis of which
Muni Stf Jambuvijayaji has reconstructed the basic text with remarkable perse-
verance and ingenuity. The first volume is already published from Bhavanagar
{ Sr7 Jaina Atmjznanda Sabha, Bhavnagar 1966, As to earlier editions see G. O. S,
No. 116, only Four Arzs, Baroda 1952, ed. by Muni Chaturavijaya and Pt. L. B.
Gandhi; also Sri Vijayalabdhistri’s ed., Chani; Pt. I, 1948; Pt. II, 1951; Pt. 111, 1956
and Pt. IV, 1960 ). The title of the work is Dv3dagiranayacakra and deals with
twelve-fold Naya, six referring to Dravyarthika and six to Paryayarthika, Thisis a
novel approach, rather unique in Jaina literature. Some indication of it, as Pt.
Kailashchandra has suggested, is seen in one of the verses ( No. 118 ) of the Sva-
yambhii-Stotra of Samantabhadra. Mallavadi is assigned to ¢. the first half of the
sixth century of the Vikrama Era; according to some, he is to be assigned to the
fifth century of the Vikrama Era, Any way lic should be later than Siddhasena Diva-
kara. It is not unlikely that Akalanka and others were aware of this Nayacakra.

Among the later works dealing with Nayas, the f[ollowing deserve special
attention; and a good deai of information about them is presented and discussed by
Pt, Kailashchandraji in his Hindi Introduction.

1) The Nayacakra of Devasena in 87 gathas. If he is identical with the auther
of the Darganasira composed in A, 1J. 933 at Dh3ra, this Nayacakra is to be assign-
ed to the middle of the tenth century,

2 ) Devasena has composed the Aljpapaddhati in Sanskrit on his own
Nayacakra to supplement the latter with the discussion about Dravya, Guna and
Parysya.

The above two works together have something unique in their contents and
exposition, especially in the sub-divisions of Naya. The Dravyanuyoga-tarkana has
many cominon passages with the Alapapaddhati.

3 ) Then there is the Dravya-svabhjzva-prakiéaka Nayacakra., Unlike the
Nayacakra of Devasena, it is not confined only to the discussion of Naya, but in-
cludes as well topics covered in the Alipapaddhati. That is why the simple title
Nayacakra is qualified by Dravya-svabhava-prakisaka.

The name of the author is Mailla-dhavala { —deva }. He is not known to us
from any other source, nor has any other work of his come down to us so far. In the
concluding gathis, which are not well preserved and are open to different interpreta-
tions, salutation is cffered to Devasena who is ealled Guru. He could not have been
the direct pupil of Devasena, the author of Darganasara. It is not unlikely that he
feels like calling Devasena his Guru, because the latter’s Nayacakra has been his
main source and guide in composing his own work; it has come down to him like a
boat to take him through the stream of Nayas, He has incorporated almost all the
gathas from it ( nearly 78 out of 87 ). It seems that Mjilla-dhavala first composed
this work in Dohas ( possibly in Apabhramséa ) but one Subhankara laughed at it
saying that Dohi was net suitable and that it should be patin Gzthas. So he
complied with his request and here is his composition. Or it may be that he had
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an earlier work in Dohis before him, and he put it into Gathas as the editor wants
to suggest.

- As to the age of Mailla-dhavala, he is definitely later than Devasena { ¢. 933
A. D. }. Pt. Kailashchandraji has shown how his work contains quotations from the
Dravya-safigraha and from the Ekatva-saptati of Padmanandi (¢. 1136 A. D. ) and
how he is quoted by Adadhara ( known dates, A. D. 1228-43 ). So Mailla-dhavala
may be tentatively put betWween ¢. 1136 and 1243 A. D,

Miilla-dhavala has enriched the Nayacakra by adding topics from the works
of Kundakunda : that is how and why he qualifies his Nayacakra with the phrase
Dravya- svabhzva-prakzsaka. ' -

Mailla-dhavala has divided his work, consisting of 425 ( in the earlier edition,
423 ) Gathas, into twelve chapters which deal respectively with Gupa, Paryaya,
Pravya, Five Astikayas, Seven Tattvas, Nine Padjarthas, Pramana, Naya, Niksepa,
Samyag-dar¢ana, Samyag-jfjana Samyak-ciritra, These topics clearly indicate that
the author has begun with Nyaya topics but has veritably covered almost every
aspect of Jainism incorporating the material from Kundakunda’s works. Even in
choosing Prakrit { Sauraseni ) for his composition he is following in the footsteps of
great Acaryas like Kundakunda, Nemicandra and Devasena. His outlook is com-
prehensive; and he has made his exposition authoritative by quoting from ¥tandard
authors of yore. '

4-3 ) There are available two other Nayacakra texts in Sanskrit, The first is
an admixture of verse and prose. The second is also in Sanskrit verses, composed
more or less following { avirodhena ) the Gathas [ of Devasena ]. But this is not
just a Sanskrit rendering but contains useful matter from the Samayasara { of Kun-
dakunda and Amrtacandra’s exposition of the same }.

The author of both these works is Bhattaraka Devasena. The second Naya-
cakra is composed by him for enlightening one Vyoma-pandita and is qualified by
adjective Sruta-bhavana—dipa. No definite date can be assigned to him. It is quité
likely that this Bhattaraka Devasena, who also expounds the topics of the
Samayaszra, etc. in his work, imitated Maiilla-dhavala in qualifying his work as
sruta-bhavana-dipa.

Though these texts were published many years back ({ in the Manikchandra
D. J. Granthamils, 16, Bombay 1920 ), sufficient attention was not given to their
study and translation. So the autherities of the Bhzratiya Jnanapitha felt that a
good edition of them ( based on some fresh material } with cxhanstive translation
and exposition in Hindi was an urgent need. These texts are difficult in some
contexts and baffle one’s nnderstanding.

Pt. Kailashchandra Shastri is known for his traditional scholarship and
balanced outlook. He is one of those few scholars who are at home both in Sid-
dhanta as well as Nysya. He is gifted with lucidity of exposition in a catching style
howsoever obstruse the subject might be. It is extremely good of him that he
edited these works along with his studied exposition of their contents for the Marti-
devi Granthamsla. His introduction puts iogether useful information about the
authors and gives an outline of the contents, His foot-notes have a special value,
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because they give parallel passages {rom other works. Besides the Dravya-svabhjva-
prakisaka, the A:Xl:-'q)a-paddhati and Naya-vivarana ( exiracted from the Tattvartha-
sloka-varttika of Vidyananda } are also added along with Hindi translation, in this
edition. All this material has cnriched this volume as a source bock on Nayas,
etc. We are very thankful to Pt, Kailashchandraji for his learned labours on
this work.

Words are inadequatc to express our sense of gratitude to Shri Sahu Shan-
tiprasadaji and Shrimati Ramaji Jain for their patronage extended to such publica-
tions. Indoclogists have unrescrved praise for their generosity in bringing out many
a publication in Sanskrit, Prakrit, Kannada and Tamil, and thus enhancing the
prestige of ancient Indian literature. Our thanks are due to Shri L. C. Jain'who
is helping us in various ways in the publication of the Murtidevi Granthamala,

H, L, jain
A. N, Upadhye

Manasa Gangotri
Mysore : 1-4-71
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