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Ciram Titthatu Saddhammo!
May the Truth-based Dbamma
Endure for A Long Time !

“Dveme, Bbikkbave, Dbamma
saddbammassa thitiyd asammosdya
anantaradbhindya samuvattanti.
Katame dve? Sunikkbittasica
padabyaiijanam attho ca sunito,
Sunikkhittassa, Bhikkbave,
padabyaiijanassa atthopi sunayo

hoti.” “There are two things, O monks, which
A-N.1.2.21, Adhikaranavagga 1o ohe Truth—basid Dhamma endure
for a long time, without any distortion
and without (fear of) eclipse. Which
two? Proper placement of words and
their natural interpretation. Words
properly placed help also in their
natural interpretation.”

...ye vo mayd dhamma abhifinia

desitd, tattha sabbebeva sangamma

samdgamma atthena attham

byarijanena byanijanam

sangdyitabbam na vivaditabbam,

yatbayidam brabmacariyam

addhaniyam assa ciratthitikam...  the dhammas (truths) which 1 have

D.N. 3177, Pasadikasutta taught to you after realizing them with

my super-knowledge, should be recited
by all, in concert and without
dissension, in a uniform version
collating meaning with meaning and
wording with wording. In this way, this
teaching with pure practice will last
long and endure for a long time...
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Present Text

The Digha Nik@ya is an important collection from the perspective of
meditation practice. It contains thirty-four important long discourses of the Buddha,
divided into three sections—the Stlakkhandhavagga, Mahavagga and
Pathikavagga. In these discourses a lot of material related to si7la, samadhi and
paiifia is available. Various aspects of practice have been elucidated by means of
similes drawn from familiar objects and the everyday life of the times.

The Buddha's teachings were simple and endearing. His distinctive style was
self-explanatory but, still, in order to make the Dhamma all the more lucid, he
introduced the use of afthakatha (commentaries), such as the Ci#laniddesa and the
Mahaniddesa. These were recited, along with the discourses of the Buddha, at the
first Dhamma Council. In time the other afthakathd commenting on all his
discourses came into being,

When Ven. Mahinda conveyed the words of the Buddha to Sri Lanka he also
took the agthakath@ with him. The Sinhalese monks preserved these afthakatha in
their own language. Later on, when they had been lost in India, Ven. Buddhaghosa
was able to translate them back to Pali, during the middle of the fifth century A.D.
He then compiled the commentary on the Digha Nikaya named Sumarngalavil@sini
in three volumes to help clarify its meaning.

We sincerely hope that this publication, Pathikavagga-Agthakatha will
provide immense benefit to practitioners of Vipassana as well as research scholars.

Director,
Vipassana Research Institute,
Igatpuri, India.
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The Pili alphabets in Devanagari and Roman characters:

Vowels:
A a amooi T i T 1 9§ u F 0 T e 3 o

Consonants with Vowel 3 (2):

ka @ kha T ga 9 gha ¥ na
T ca g cha T ja @ jha q fia
T ta % tha 3 da z dha 9 na
q ta g tha T da g dha T nma
T pa % pha T ba 9 bha q ma
T ya TUra ¥ la q va q sa g ha & la
One nasal sound (niggahita): % am

Vowels in combination with consonants “k” and “kh”: (exceptions: & ru, ® ri)
F ka @ ki & ki # ki F ku F ka % ke @& ko
@ kha @ khi f@ khi & khi § khu § khi @& khe @& kho

Conjunct-consonants:

*®  kka 7@ kkha ¥ kya & kra ® kla | kva

| khya & khva M ogga | ggha o gya A gra

T gva ¥ nka & nkha & nkhya % nga ¥ ngha
| cca ® ccha S jja R jjha S fifia % fha
M| fica % ficha S fja | fijha T ta % ttha
T dda § ddha ™ na % ntha % nda "™ nna
W nya % nha q ta W ttha | tya A tra

@ tva T dda & ddha A dma T dya % dra

g dva & dhya a dhva A nta = ntva ¥ ntha
=} nda F ndra # ndha 7 nna 9 nya = nva

% nha 9 ppa % ppha 9 pya @ pla & bba
¥ bbha 4 bya a4 bra | mpa % mpha 9 mba
W mbha W mma o mya ® mha A yya A vya

® yha ® lla | lya @ lha % vha W sta

W stra # sna @ sya W ssa W sma " sva

#  hma @ hya & hva @ lha

1 2 33 ¥4 45 §6 ©7 ¢8 R9 o0
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Notes on the pronunciation of Pali

Pali was a dialect of northern India in the time of Gotama the Buddha. The
earliest known script in which it was written was the Brahmi script of the third
century B.C. After that it was preserved in the scripts of the various countries
where Pili was maintained. In Roman script, the following set of diacritical
marks has been established to indicate the proper pronunciation.

The alphabet consists of forty-one characters: eight vowels, thirty-two
consonants and one nasal sound (niggahita).

Vowels (a line over a vowel indicates that it is a long vowel):

a - as the “a” in about i - as the “a” in father
1 - as the 1” in mint i - asthe “ee” In see
u - as the “v” in put 4 - as the “00” in cool

e is pronounced as the “ay” in day, except before double consonants
when it is pronounced as the “e” in bed: deva, mena;

o is pronounced as the “o0” in no, except before double consonants
when it is pronounced slightly shorter: loka, photthabba.

Consonants are pronounced mostly as in English.

«__»

g - asthe “g” in get
c - soft like the “ch” in church
v - avery soft -v- or -w-
All aspirated consonants are pronounced with an audible expulsion of breath
following the normal unaspirated sound.
th - not as in ‘three’; rather ‘¢’ followed by ‘h* (outbreath
ph - not as in ‘photo’; rather ‘p’ followed by ‘h* (outbreath)

The retroflex consonants: t, th, d, dh, n are pronounced with the tip of the
tongueturned back; and |is pronounced with the tongue retroflexed,
almost a combined ‘tI’ sound.

The dental consonants: t, th, d, dh, n are pronounced with the tongue
touching the upper front teeth.

The nasal sounds:
n - guttural nasal, like -ng- as in singer
fi - asin Spanish sefior
n - with tongue retroflexed
m - as in hung, ring

Double consonants are very frequent in Pili and must be strictly pronounced
as long consonants, thus -nn- is like the English ‘nn’ in “annecessary”.

20



3o Mo = apmEia™
3go = FEHAT

I fo = g
Yo = 4

#fte Jo = FfFEEH
Tfge = sfage®
Jglo = QM

Fglo o = FFIIawe e
B0 =HYaY

go Mo = gealva™
o Tlo = FeHIIs
gitare fe = aRtaiies
oo = YBMAe
qado = oI
Sffo = iTd<h
o = T
&m0 = dwmar
&trmo = &fwmar

dlo Mo = dafE™
go Yo = YHYE

o Ho = LFAgHu
H1go = HIgHam
fge = ARuERw
gfeo Ho = yfewRrEm™

el

21

Uglo = Ugiv
qRo = gRar
e = uifafe
qJo = YNINTG
go do = FaUriE
go Yo = TSIl
Yo Fo = YqaY
ReFo = JePURH
%o do = gEH
"o Mo = wivgmive™
HEldqo = HEl[EW
wEife = FeiEg
Mo qo = fAfo=usE
e Jo = qIAH
o = qH

f¥o go = fwrTayg

o fdo Ho = Rmfafamict Srr
o gFo g0 = FFaays agHaT
o o o = Rrufafea Sar
Rvo = vy
Rgfeo = fagfam

Ho fo = dgafie™

Re@o o = FRELIAT el

go Mo = gafm
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